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Langwith bar set
to be union venue

YUSU WILL be granted the
Langwith bar space to develop a
Union venue, Nouse has learnt.
The official decsion is set to be
announced during this week.
Service and Finance Officer
Matt Burton described it as “a
victory for students and the
Union.” >> NEWS P4-5

Big D undermines
Woodstock funds

ANNUAL CAMPUS event
Woodstock has lost out on a
£1000 sponsorship deal from
financial services company
Deloitte, which opted to instead
support Derwent’s Big D. YUSU
Anne-Marie Canning has
accused Big D’s organisers of
undermining RAG >> NEWS P6

Arson suspected
in Derwent fire

A DERWENT porter has con-
firmed that a fire which
destroyed a storage building is
believed to have been the work
of arsonists. In an incident earli-
er in the evening students
reported youths burning aerosol
cans near Alcuin >> NEWS P3

Novices beaten at
Edinburgh Regatta

THE UNIVERSITY of York’s
Novice crews were beaten by a
much improved Edinburgh
squad in difficult conditions
that saw one York boat run
aground on the way to the start
line >> SPORT P20 

A NOUSE INVESTIGATION has
found positive results in tests for
cocaine at 24 different locations on
campus. Positive sites include
Heslington Hall, the University’s
main administrative centre.

The tests, carried out using
specialised cocaine swabs, yielded
positive results in toilets in the
Sports centre, the departments of
Music, Economics and Chemistry,
the Information Centre and
Grimston House. Positive results
were found in Derwent, Langwith,
Vanbrugh, Wentworth, James, and
Alcuin colleges. 

The swabs also tested positive
for cocaine in six separate toilets
spread across all floor four floors of
the Library. 

Nouse reporters carried out
positive tests in three separate toi-
lets in Heslington Hall – including
a unisex toilet on the first floor,
where the offices of the Vice-
Chancellor,  the University’s
Finance Director, the Registrar and
the Chair of University Council are
housed.

Positive results were also
found in the men’s and women’s
toilets in the building’s basement,
home to the University’s Press and
Communications offices.

Disabled toilets in Derwent,
Chemistry, the Library and the
Information Centre all tested posi-
tive. The larger space of a disabled
toilet is sometimes taken advan-
tage of when a number of users
take cocaine together.

When contacted with the
results, the University would not
make any staff available for inter-
view. In a statement the University
said: “The University obviously
takes this issue very seriously, and
we will look into the results of
Nouse’s investigation as a matter of
urgency.” A University spokesper-
son would not comment on what
steps would be taken to follow up
the findings.

The spokesperson refused to

comment when asked if cocaine
use was thought to be a problem
among staff. 

In the statement the
University added that it felt it
would be “premature to draw any
firm conclusion from these results”
and queried the methodology and
equipment used by Nouse, despite
not asking to see the positive swabs
nor seeking details of how the
investigation was carried out.  

The swabs were purchased
from Crackdown Drug Testing
Limited, a Manchester-based drug
testing company. The company is
the primary producer of cocaine

swabs in Britain and supplies
equipment to the Metropolitan,
Greater Manchester, Nott -
inghamshire and South Yorkshire
police forces as well as the Prison
Service.

While unlikely to be used as
court evidence, swabs produced by
Crackdown are standard issue for
field tests for cocaine carried out by
a number of law enforcement agen-
cies. A positive field test would usu-
ally be sent back to a forensics lab-
oratory for further investigation.  

Dave Riggs, a spokesperson
for Crackdown, said: “We have
complete confidence in the kit. If it

tests positive it is almost definite
that someone has been snorting
cocaine from that surface.”

The swabs contain the chemi-
cal compound cobalt thiocyanate,
which turns blue when it comes
into contact with cocaine, or ‘crack’
– the drug’s smoked variant cut
with another substance, most com-
monly baking powder. Cobalt thio-
cyanate is one of the most com-
monly used chemical compounds
in drug testing equipment.     

The testing was carried out
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Tests for cocaine yielded positive results in 24 different locations around the University, including six colleges  
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York tests positive for cocaine

‘The only noise other than screams was when they
put on their own music. I hate country and western.’

>> MUSE M6-7



With summer fast approaching it’s time
to start thinking about your future. The
best way to get on the career ladder is to
do some useful work experience now;
Nouse shows you how
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A recent halls party in Derwent D
block was marred by the threat of
violence after two students came
close to fighting, with one brandish-
ing a bottle as a weapon. The inci-
dent occured in the early hours of
Sunday, May 18 when students
began to regroup outside the build-
ing after requests by porters to keep
noise levels down. One individual,
fuelled by alcohol and resentment,
returned to the building to seek out a
student whom he felt had insulted a
friend. The would-be fight was
stopped by fellow party-goers who
intervened to prevent the stand-off
escalating into violence. Some stu-
dents also reported food thefts from
their kitchens.

FTR reduced price
trial deemed a sucess
FTR officials have announced that
the recent trial of reduced bus fares
for students has been a sucess, and as
a result are planning a second trial in
week seven of this term. The trial saw
the price of a return journey from
campus to town fall from £2.90 to
£2.00 with a student card.
The bus company came under fire
last term when they increased prices
across the board. However, news of a
seccond trial suggests they are listen-
ing to calls for change in their student
policy. “It sounds like students are
really being listened to,” said one first
year, “and it’s nice to see some ‘big
guys’ caring about their customers.”

Threat of violence at
Derwent block party

Vanbrugh-Goodricke
bridge reopened
After closing due to structural con-
cerns in January, the Vanbrugh-
Goodricke bridge has now reopened.
It will remain open until future
plans to build a new bridge between
the colleges are realised. The new
bridge is set to be in a similar loca-
tion, but with a plan to land it
“somewhere on the piazza on the
north side of the lake, to give direct
access to the main spine and the
library,” said Head of Development
at the University, Eric Hannah.
Although the timeframe for the proj-
ect is yet unsure, it is hoped for the
bridge to be in place by spring 2009.

NOUSE

Cocaine detected in campus toilets

RReeppoorrttiinngg bbyy EEmmiillyy HHiirrsstt aanndd PPeetteerr
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Library fines at York higher than average

between Wednesday morning and
Thursday evening of last week. 

A control experiment was car-
ried out on Wednesday morning in
which verified cocaine was put on a
surface and then swept off. When
the surface was swabbed shortly
afterwards it tested positive.

YUSU Academic and Welfare
Officer-elect Charlie Leyland said:
“I’m shocked by cocaine’s preva-
lence on campus. Just a single use
of cocaine potentially puts you at
risk of heart failure and death,

never mind the long term myriad of
problems that are often exaggerat-
ed and caused by drug misuse.”

Investigations using similar or
identical cocaine swabs have been
carried out at the universities of
Exeter and Cambridge and the
European Parliament. In 2005
reporters from German television
broadcaster Sat-1 found 41 positive
tests of cocaine inside toilets and
offices in the European Parliament
building in Brussels. The findings
were later confirmed by lab results.

POSITIVE LOCATIONS - IN FULL
Heslington Hall
Basement: Men and Women
First Floor: Unisex

Information Centre
Ground Floor: Disabled

Economics
First floor: Men

Colleges
Derwent Main: Disabled and Men
Alcuin JCR: Women
Vanbrugh Main: Women
Langwith Main: Women
Wentworth Main: Men
James JCR: Unisex

Chemistry
Ground Floor: Disabled 

Library
Ground Floor: Women and Disabled
First Floor: Women
Second Floor: Women and Men
Third Floor: Women

Computer Science
First Floor: Men

Grimston House
Ground Floor: Unisex

Sports Centre
Ground Floor: Men

Music
First Floor: Women

Physics
Ground Floor: Men

Continued from front<<

The swabs turn blue when they come into contact with cocaine residue

ALLY CARMICHAEL

STUDENTS AT THE University of
York pay more  in library fines than
those at most of the top 20 univer-
sities in the country.

A study conducted at British
universities has revealed that the
average annual library fine for
University of York students was the
fifth highest out of the sixteen uni-
versities that responded.

The average library fine for a

University of York student in the
2006/07 period was £7.63, com-
pared to £5.86 at Bristol and £1.90
at Cambridge. Students at the
London School of Economics paid
the highest average at £10.61.

YUSU President Anne-Marie
Canning said “I don’t think that
library fines are obscene, but if you
forget to return a key text, then you
are screwed. I sympathise with stu-
dents who make mistakes and get
big, heavy fines.”

Overdue key texts are current-
ly charged at £1.00 for every hour,

or part of an hour, while other
books are charged at 30p per day.

In the 2006/07 academic
year, the University library
amassed just under £84,000 in
fines, an £8,000 increase on the
previous year. “Maybe students
here can afford to pay fines, so
they take the chance with the
books,” suggested Canning.

Recent changes to the lending
procedure may assist students who
are consistently being hit by fines.
A recent Library Committee meet-
ing has decided to lend key texts

for ‘dynamic times’ different from
the rigid system currently in place,
to allow students to borrow jour-
nals overnight, and has increased
the lending time for photocopies to
4 hours.

It has also been decided to
change the lending limit from 10
ordinary loans and 10 non-stan-
dard loans to 20 loans of any type,
and an increased 60p per day over-
due charges if the book in question
has been requested. 

The study was conducted by
Exeter student newspaper Exeposé.

Jonathan Fransman
Henry James Foy
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A MAN HAS been convicted of a
sexual attack carried out at the
University 11 years after the origi-
nal incident.

Steven Sellars, 41, pleaded
guilty to attempted rape at York
County Court last week, after being
arrested on the strength of DNA
the police had preserved from the
scene in the hope of one day catch-
ing the man responsible.

On April 23 1996, Sellars
grabbed his then 19 year old victim
by the throat and dragged her into
the wooded area betweenWindmill
Lane and the University Science
Park, where he attempted to rape
her.

Speaking just days after the
attack, the victim told a press con-
ference: “I want this man to be

caught, and I don’t want him out
there to do it to somebody else. I’m
angry he thinks he has got away
with it.”

Sellars was arrested after he

returned a craft knife to York High
School that his son had accidental-
ly taken home from school, and was
afraid to return himself. Seeing a
man approach the school recep-
tionist with a knife, the police were
called and immediately took Sellars
into custody.

Although later released with-
out charge, DNA taken by the
police matched that of the man
wanted for 1996 sexual assault
case.

It has also since been discov-
ered that Sellars had previous con-
victions for rape in South Yorkshire
in 1989, and in Leeds in 1993. A
police search of his personal com-
puter revealed searches for "rape
fantasy" and similar words.

Judge Stephen Ashurst, who
presided over the hearing, said:
“The information I have so far
reveals a very disturbing picture
and the court is going to have to

give extremely careful considera-
tion to the risk to the general pub-
lic in this particular case.”

“It may well have come as a
very considerable relief to a num-
ber of people to hear you enter your

guilty plea to this charge today,” he
added on hearing Sellars’ response.

Speaking in his defence,
Sellars’ barrister Nicholas Johnson
said he had turned his life around
since 1996, and is now married
with children.

The maximum sentence for
attempted rape is a life sentence.

The conviction comes just over
a year after University student
Clive Manyou was found guilty of
raping a fellow student in June,
2006. Manyou, 36, was a mature
student reading English and
Related literature at the time of his
conviction.

As with Sellars, Manyou too
had a history of convictions for sex-
ual assault. Before coming to uni-
versity, the former York student
was convicted of assualting two
girls whilst in his teens. Despite a
defence relying heavily on his role
as a father and husband, Manyou
was jailed for six years.

Speaking after the conviction
the female student said: “I would
like to urge any other victims of
rape or sexual assault to be strong
and always come forward and
report to the police - doing this is
the only way that we will come clos-
er to stopping rape altogether”.
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Above:The storage building adjacent to Derwent D-block burns. Below:The fire brigade arrives at the college.

Peter Campbell
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Conviction for University sex attack after 11 years

Derwent
storage fire
thought to be
the result of
arson attack

A FIRE THAT destroyed a
refuse storage building in
Derwent on Wednesday
evening is thought to have
been caused by arson,
according to a college porter.

The fire was discovered
in a non-residential building
adjacent to Derwent D block
shortly after 9pm by a stu-
dent who immediately
reported it to the porter on
duty at the time. Residents of
nearby blocks reported hear-
ing an explosion and ran out-
side to see the building
aflame.

A second larger explo-
sion occured at 9.07pm, and
the flames grew quickly to a
height twice that of the
building. D block residents
were evacuated immediately
and the fire brigade was
called. Approximately 65
students live in the block.

A Derwent porter,
speaking on the condition of
anonymity, confirmed that
arson is suspected to have
been the cause of the fire.

The porter on duty at
the time of the fire claimed
to have seen four young
males riding bicycles away

from Derwent towards
Langwith shortly after the
fire broke out. The youths
were caught briefly on CCTV
near Langwith.

Although the fire was
quickly extinguished by the
fire brigade, residents were
unable to return to their
rooms for over an hour.

Fears were heightened
due to the suspected pres-
ence of asbestos in the roof-
ing of the building.
Residents were recommend-
ed to keep doors and win-
dows closed to prevent
inhalation of the potentially
toxic smoke that would have
been produced by the burn-
ing chemical.

A University spokesper-
son said that the incident
was “extremely regrettable,
but thankfully no one was
hurt.”

During the days follow-
ing the blaze, the building
was sealed and tested for
asbestos particles. While an
asbestos warning has been
posted on the wall of the
building, the outcome of the
investigation remains
unknown.

An incident report filed
by campus security on the
same night as the fire
describes how students were

harassed in the car park
behind Alcuin just over an
hour before the fire began.
The report states: “Students
reported having a confronta-
tion with some aggressive
youths. The youths were
believed to have set fire to
four aerosol cans before leav-

Sian Turner
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Sellars shortly before conviction

ing.” The porter said the
youths were believed to be
the same as those seen
retreating from Derwent at
the time of the fire.

There have as yet been
no reports of aerosols discov-
ered at the scene of the fire.

An unknown female

Derwent resident told the
porter on duty on the night
that she had taken a photo of
the youths on her camera
phone. At the time of going
to print she had still not
made herself known.

When asked to confirm
the allegations of arson, the
University spokesperson said
that the allegations “may
well be absolutely true. If
that’s true, the police will
certainly investigate it... and
we will look forward to hear-
ing from the police enquiry.”

Contractors, who were
tasked with erecting a securi-
ty fence around the damaged
building, revealed that a
large gas pipeline ran
through the corner of the
building furthest from the
centre of the fire. He added
that it was “lucky” the pipe

had not been damaged.
A University Health and

Safety Officer, however,
denied that the pipeline
posed a danger during the
fire: “The valve was external
to the building. Thanks to
the rapid response of securi-
ty and the emergency servic-
es, they were able to affect
islolation straight away.”

Ciara Masterson, a D
block resident said after-
wards: “Hearing the bang, I
thought something in our
kitchen had exploded. Then I
looked out of the window
and saw the smoke pouring
out of the building. By the
time I had gone outside, the
flames were huge. I can’t
believe how quickly it all
happened.”

No-one was injured in
the incident.

“I want this man to be caught,
and I don’t want him out
there to do it to somebody
else. I’m angry that he thinks
he has got away with it.”

Victim in 1996

GEORGE LOWTHER

COURTESY OF THE PRESS,YORK



GEORGE LOWTHER

THE LACK OF graduate recruit-
ment interest has raised concerns
of falling standards at York.

Following the ‘Media Circus’
event held in week one of the sum-
mer term, organiser Matt Oliver
expressed concerns regarding the
reluctance of graduate recruiters to
advertise at the University. After
contacting 60 of The Times’s Top
100 graduate recruiters, Oliver
found that 40 of the companies
declined his offer, and claimed that
“York is not one of the universities
[they] target for recruitment”.

“At the end of the day our
graduate prospects are very, very
low in comparison to other univer-
sities around us. That’s not good
enough” said Oliver.

When questioned as to
whether York’s falling position in
national university league tables
had contributed towards this,

Oliver stated: “The fact that com-
panies didn’t want to invest or did-
n’t see us as a target for graduate
recruitment reflects not so much
our position in the league table but
our position in graduate prospects
in those league tables”.

Oliver asserted: “If you take
out graduate prospects and student
facilities spend (from league table
calculations) we would probably be
about 5th [in the league tables].”

“I think they’re losing out on
some of the best graduates in the

country,” commented YUSU
President Anne-Marie Canning. “I
don’t know why they don’t see us as
a good potential for recruitment,
but you have to think about geo-
graphical reasoning as well – I
know that doesn’t sound like much
of a factor but many of these
recruitment companies are based
down in London, coming up to
York is not a very attractive
prospect. Also, we have a relatively
small university community com-
pared to the big hitters in the uni-
versity market,” she added.

One explanation for York’s rel-
atively poor performance is that
many students are involved with
further education after completing
their degree, a factor which is not
taken into account in league table
employability calculations.

“If you took the figure of where
University of York students are
three years after the end of their
degree we would be a lot higher up
[the league tables],” said Oliver.

coincide with next year’s
Freshers’ Week in October
will be possible.

Recently revealed
plans for the new venue
show a complete renova-
tion, with the bar area
extending from its current
location into the lower
Langwith JCR.

An extensive outdoor
development, with space for
extra seating, also features
in the designs which were
met with enthusiasm by
students earlier this term,
including members of the
current Langwith Bar Rep
team.

Following asbestos
scares in Langwith bar ear-

lier this year, Burton’s plans
appeared to be under
threat, and the University
was forced to conduct an
asbestos survey over Easter.

“We received the
results of the asbestos sur-
vey and there is, as predict-
ed, asbestos in various areas
that would need to be han-
dled during the refurbish-
ment project,” Burton
revealed. “This is why we
are so keen to gain access to
the space as soon as possible
and work with the
University estates depart-
ment to transform the space
during the summer months.

Campus bars have been
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York ‘not a target’ for graduate recruitment firms

YUSU granted Langwith bar space
suffering from a decline in
student patronage –
Langwith among them – as
students increasingly chose
to visit establishments in
town on a night out. Burton
has expressed hopes that the
new bar will help to keep
students on campus and
provide a positive space for
socialising within the
University community.

The takeover is widely
seen as a last ditch attempt
to revitalise a declining cul-
ture of drinking on campus.
Neither the 2006 ‘Save the
Bars Campaign’ nor the
recently established
‘Campus Wednesday’ event
have succeeded in keeping
students on campus.

Concerns have been
raised that with the develop-
ment of new student venues
on the Heslington East cam-
pus, the redevelopment of
Langwith bar will suffer
only short-term success,
with students choosing to
frequent newer establish-
ments over those on
Heslington West. Burton,
however, was keen to dis-
miss such fears,

“When Heslington East
is built,” he said, “we are still
going to have the same
number of students on this
campus, and so I think pro-
viding a provision to both
sides is really essential.
There will be a large amount
of people who will not want
to travel 20 minutes from
this side to east side of cam-
pus in order to get a coffee,
food or a drink.”

PLANS FOR Langwith bar
to be redeveloped as a
Students’ Union venue have
been given the final go-
ahead from the University,
Nouse can exclusively
reveal.

The bar will be official-
ly re-launched as a YUSU
venue at the start of the
2008/09 academic year.

YUSU Services and
Finance Officer, Matt
Burton, who has seen the
project through from its
conception, welcomed the
decision. “It’s fantastic news
for York students and the
Students’ Union to be given
the go-ahead from the
University to redevelop the
space in Langwith into a
Student’s Union run Cafe
Bar,” Burton said in a press
statement.

“It shows us that the
University has confidence in
our ability to understand the
student market and in deliv-
ering results for our mem-
bers. For the Students’
Union, this is an important
step in the build up to the
proposed development on
Heslington East,” he added.

The official green light
will be given by Vice-
Chancellor Brian Cantor,
though it is not expected
that he will step in at the last
moment to veto the plans
which have been approved
by his subordinates.

Burton hopes to see a
successful handover of the
college space early this sum-
mer, so that an opening to

Sian Turner
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Jonathan Fransman
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

An artist’s impression of the new layout for Langwith bar (top) and the current interior

KPMG are one of only a handful of recruiters actively interested in York

“It’s fantastic news for
York students and the
Students’ Union to be
given the go-ahead to
redevelop the space”
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as new Union budget is drawn up

THE PROVISIONAL YUSU
budget for the next academic year
has been finalised by YUSU
Finance Committee. The budget
includes a large increase in the
Union Management allocation
and cuts for JCRCs, the Athletic
Union and the Academic and
Welfare Service.

The budget, which is
£86,000 larger than this year’s,
will be officially accepted by the
University Finance Committee on
Friday, and will be ultimately
signed off by the YUSU Finance
Committee on Monday, June 2.

The total allocation includes a
£401,242 budget for YUSU’s
Central Services. This is a
£90,000 increase since last May
and accounts for 44% of the over-
all expenditure.

All JCRCs will see their
grants from YUSU shrink follow-
ing a £1,000 overall reduction to
£15,000. This, however, comes
after a £4,000 bonus that was
given to the JCRCs following sur-
plus in the current budget.

Burton stated: “We are confi-
dent that members are still receiv-
ing good levels of funding and that
in future years, as our commercial
services grow and University fund-
ing increases, we will see increases
through the Union.”

The JCRC grant reduction
has been offset by the promised
creation of a computer suite for
the use of members of all JCRCs.
The suite, which will be created to

remove the need for each JCRC to
have its own office computer was
agreed upon by JCRC Treasurers.

Derwent JCRC Chair Oliver
Lester said: “[The £1,000] isn't
exactly ‘cut’ from our budget. This
wasn't some decision by YUSU, it
was voted in favour by all colleges.”

Lester has reservations,
though, about the suite. “My opin-
ion is that [it] would be highly
underused, as it will have similar
software to computers throughout
campus. I think the main problem
was that our treasurers had to vote
on this issue within a week of being
elected,” he said.

Alcuin JCRC Chair Erik
O’Connor criticised the decision.
“The IT suite is to a large extent an
unnecessary expense, especially as
it is to be used not only by JCRCs,
but by societies... I have communi-
cated this stance sufficiently in
Finance Committee, but unfortu-
nately a majority of that committee
did not agree,” O’Connor said.

Also, the AU budget has been
lowered by £10,000 to £125,878,
while the new Academic and
Welfare allocation is £57,722, a
reduction of £13,500.

Administrative costs for the
AU have been included in the
Central Services expenditure. The
creation of a Commercial Manager
to oversee YUSU’s suite of busi-
nesses has also factored in the
large increase for that department.

“[The position] has been bud-
geted to cover itself in the first year
and we are aiming to diversify our
commercial portfolio in order to
generate more money for our
activities,” Burton said.
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NEWS EDITOR

VANBRUGH JCRC Chair,
Matt Oliver is calling on
YUSU to help fund colleges
more effectively, due to
recent financial difficulties
following poorly run events.

Despite the success of
Porno V at the start of
Oliver’s tenure which made a
profit, Shamrock V and
Wags & Footballers lost
£900 and £200 respective-
ly. Vanbrugh were also made
to pull out of Friday’s LGBT
‘Boot-Camp’, as they were
unlikely to produce a profit.

“The biggest colleges’
events have to make quite a
lot every time they hold an

event. It costs £1,000 to put
on an event allowing for a
maximum capacity of 600.
Therefore to get an event
wrong you stand to lose a lot
of money”, said Oliver.

At the start of YUSU’s
governance consultation
process, Oliver emphasised
the need for JCRCs to be
self-governed, to ensure
there is enough in their own
funds account to hold events
and provide services for stu-
dents on campus.

“What is the point of a
JCR if we can’t self-govern?
We are not dependent, nor
independent as we don’t
have the finances to go and
run ourselves”, he said.

Oliver went on to clari-
fy: “YUSU this year are pre-

dicting a £15,000 deficit,
they don’t have the money to
give to us. Other universities’
Student Unions are less cen-
tralised. Therefore, ideally
colleges need to be working

with YUSU to try and lobby
for more money from the
university”.

Anne-Marie Canning,
YUSU President, however,
defended the work that the
Union does for colleges.

“JCRCs are independ-
ent of the union and must
look to various income
streams to supplement the
income they receive from
YUSU. We are committed to
supporting JCRCs both in
term of financial and other
support. We’ve helped a
number of JCRCs through
financial difficulties,” Can-
ning countered.

Oliver maintained that
with YUSU help, college
events could keep students
drinking on campus.

Vanbrugh chair calls for YUSU to
help financially insecure colleges

JCRCs and Athletic Union facing funding cuts

Beth Gandy
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

£100,000 increase for changes to
structure of YUSU’s central administra-
tion. Covers AU staff and hiring of a
new Commerical Manager with
responsibility for Union assets.

Burton shortly before his sabbatical re-election

THE FUNDING for campus
newspapers looks secure
after the provisional YUSU
budget has accounted for a
larger media allocation.

YUSU Finance Com-
mittee has provisionally
given campus newspapers
Nouse and York Vision a
£2,907.22 and £2,781.74
increase in funding respec-
tively to accommodate rising
print costs that hit both pub-
lications early this year.

The budget, together
with projected advertising
revenue, will allow Nouse to
print nine editions over the
course of the next academic
year with Vision currently

set to produce only seven
due to their low projection of
advertising revenue.

York Vision’s projected
advertising revenue insuffi-
cient to meet the printing
costs of their remaining
three editions, forcing the
paper to cut down to seven
editions.

York Vision editor Alex
Richman said: “In my opin-
ion, the fact that the
University only pays for 12
newspapers each year … isn't
very impressive. However,
with costs doubling, it would
have been easy for the
University to turn around
and refuse to fund us for six
issues each. Thankfully they
haven't shirked that respon-
sibility, which is excellent
news for students”.

Anjli Raval
DEPUTY EDITOR

Media outlets get
budget increase

BUDGET 2008/09

Overall JCRC grant to fall by £1,000,
after £4,000 increase in last year’s
budget. Balanced by creation of JCRC
computer suite in Grimston House for
use by college reps.

The AU will see a £10,000 budget cut
although a number of administrative
costs will now be paid out of the cen-
tral adminstration budget instead of
coming out of AU funds.

Media societies to recieve a £5,500
boost to cover rising costs of both
Nouse and York Vision’s printing as
well as an expansion of URY’s broad-
casting capacity on campus.

Academic and Welfare Services
budget to fall by £13,500. The
Welfare budget has been criticised
in the past for amount of money
spent on novelty items.

Representation budget to be
increased by £5,000. Funding to
cover Union’s democratic functions
such as UGM advertising and affilia-
tion fee to the NUS.

Oliver wants YUSU support

Union Management

Junior Common Rooms

Athletic Union

York University Media

Academic andWelfare

Representation

VENETIA RAINEY

MICHAEL BRUNSDEN
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Students
watch per-
formances
during the
12 hour
Woodstock
festival

Big D ‘obscene’ in move to secure
sponsorship grant from Woodstock
Lily Eastwood
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

AMURAL displaying a large
range of campus logos has
been painted this week by
Student Action.

The brightly coloured
murals, covering all colleges
and societies ranging from
Dance Society to Love Soc
are being displayed parallel
to the construction site
between Vanbrugh College
and Central Hall.

Although work was
pushed back a week due to
not being fully verified with
all the correct University
officials, the University has
fully supported the idea, and
have even funded some
materials for the design.

Adam Wiles, Student
Action Chair, said: “The idea
behind the mural is to

improve the campus envi-
ronment, which is especially
needed at the moment owing
to the presence of a con-
struction site in the middle
of our campus. Additionally
it is giving students an
opportunity to get involved
in a piece of art which is
embodying the University of

York 2008.”
It is hoped that the

murals will help promote the
work of Student Action, a
volunteering organisation
which deals with students
giving time to help the local
community. “We are looking
to show a form of volunteer-
ing on campus, which many

Campus mural completed

The mural contained logos of all colleges and many societies

Beth Gandy
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Burton criticised for ripping
down York Apprentice posters

STAFF AT THE Charles XII
pub and students in the App-
rentice competition have
expressed anger after YUSU
Service and Finance Officer
Matt Burton allegedly tore up
student posters.

Burton, who was
recently re-elected to the
sabbatical position, is said to
have ripped down eight
posters advertising the pub
at the Apprentice Event “As
Solid as Northern Rock” in
Langwith Bar.

The Charles had spon-
sored a keg of beer as a raffle
prize in return for poster
advertising at the event.

One of the competitors,
Deej Kapoor, said: “We had

put up posters advertising
drink offers from the
Charles. Halfway through
the event, Matt Burton had
taken down the posters... he
said that ‘it is illegal to adver-
tise other companies in the
bar’. We were advertising
Subway and Akbars yet he
did nothing about those
leaflets.”

“We don’t think Matt
was justified in his actions.
He does not have the author-
ity to treat us the way he did,”
Kapoor added.

Burton defended his
actions, stating: “The team
did not have the authority to
offer advertising space to
external companies.”

The Charles is popular
with many students for its
discounted drink nights and
Monday evening barbeque.

Burton argued: “If I
went into the Charles and
advertised Campus bars,
they would not be happy.”

One barman at the
Charles stated: “It wasn’t
against the law and, let’s face
it, it was all for charity.”

“He is welcome to here,
but let’s just say it will take
him a while to get served.”

Will Heaven
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

GEORGE LOWTHER

COMMENT >> Page 12

casing campus music acts, and
receiving no funding from
YUSU, it asks for an optional
donation of £3 on the door.

Taking place in week 10,
Big D is a Derwent College
event costing £18 per ticket.
With a line up including a
Pendulum DJ, MC Verse,
Chesney Hawkes and several
campus bands, it sold out with-
in 24 hours of tickets being
released.

Student Development and
Charities Officer, Joey Ellis,
was critical of Deloitte’s deci-
sion: “I don’t feel it was Big D
and Woodstock head to head, I
think it was the company,” she
commented. “Woodstock is
actually a bigger event because
it goes on for 12 hours and it’s
for about 1,500 students,” Ellis
added.

Woodstock Co-ordinator,
William Goldring, explained
that Woodstock has always
faced difficulties in getting
sponsorship due to being at the
end of the academic year, and
that this was the first year they
have managed to gain interest
from sponsors.

Speaking to the marketing
team at the Deloitte Leeds
office, the company confirmed
that they performed a “proper
analysis” and it was not a case
of pulling out of one event over
the other. They also stated that
there was very little between
the two events, given they were
aimed at the same audience at
very similar times of the year.

Canning expressed her
concern about Woodstock’s
funding this year: “It puts
added pressure on the event
and also means they don’t have

PRESSURE HAS been put on
Woodstock to find funding,
after a £1,000 grant that the
event was hoping to secure
from sponsor Deloitte was
given to Derwent’s Big D event
instead.

Both Big D and Wood-
stock were in the running for
the money and YUSU
President Anne Marie Canning
has condemned Big D for
pitching against Woodstock. “I
think it’s obscene that they
undercut RAG like that,” said
Canning. “It doesn’t benefit
anyone except the companies
involved,” she added.

Derwent Vice-Chair Chris
Kummelstedt, who heads the
Big D committee, managed to
secure the grant two weeks ago.

Kummelstedt has denied
allegationis that Big D under-
cut Woodstock. “We went all
out, there was only one pitch.
Not a negotiation about it at all.
I think they made a profession-
al business decision,” he said.

Kummelstedt also said he
and his team were aware that
Woodstock were also compet-
ing for the same £1,000 but
explained that this is nothing
unusual. “Everyone is compet-
ing for money on campus all
the time,” he commented.

Both events have been
looking for sponsorship to
cover costs and ensure the rest
of their profits can go to charity.

Organised by RAG,
Woodstock is a 12-hour music
festival due to take place in
week 9. It is a free event show-

Burton ripped down posters

as much capability to
fundraise,” she said.

There was a shared feeling
of disappointment from Ellis,
Canning and Goldring. Canning
described it as “a bit of a kick in
the teeth” but Goldring seemed
unsurprised.

He said the move from
YUSU events to college ones was
“a continuance of the negative
feeling towards YUSU that has
already resulted in a pirate being

elected president.”
On being asked about the

place of YUSU events if college
ones continued to dominate
Kummelstedt questioned the
success of college events. “Is
that true though? Big D has had
amazing success this year, but I
don’t think that is part of a
greater trend,” he commented.

Ellis maintains that change
is needed to the current system
is needed. “I don’t know what

happens next year, but I think
there might have to be more
discussion between Woodstock
and Big D,” she said.

Both Canning and
Goldring agreed that a more co-
ordinated approach to gaining
sponsorship is needed in the
future in order to maximise the
levels of fundraising for both
Union and college charities.

ADAM SLOAN

ALLY CARMICHAEL
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THE MAN who earlier this
year brought the centre of
York to a standstill after
claiming to have a bomb,
has pleaded guilty to caus-
ing public alarm.

Judge Stephen Ashurst
adjourned sentencing
Wayne Wright, 43, until
June 6 in order to gain more
details about Wright’s vio-
lent past.

It was discovered that
Wright, who did not apply
for bail, has a history of
mental illness and previous
convictions for violent
crimes during the 1990s,
including threats to kill and
wounding with intent to
grievous bodily harm.

However, his lawyer
argued that his client’s
actions on February 10th
were a desperate cry for

Bridge ‘bomber’ pleads guilty to hoax
Emily Hirst
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

help. He told the Judge that
the defendant’s lack of fixed
address made it difficult for
him to gain necessary med-
ical attention for his mental
health problems.

Wright was on the city’s
Ouse Bridge in February this
year when he caused chaos

by claiming that the bag he
was carrying contained a
bomb. Nearby bars and
restaurants were evacuated
and the bridge was shut
down as police embarked on
a three-hour stand-off . The
situation was finally brought
under control at around

Military and police units responded to the bridge incident

THE UNIVERSITY has
been granted planning per-
mission by the for work to
begin on the new Goodricke
College site on Heslington
East. Work is due to com-
mence in July, with plans for
the first students to move
into by the the start of the
2008/09 academic year.

Goodricke currently
houses less than 400 stu-
dents in some of the smallest
accommodation on campus,
with some of the rooms hav-
ing only recently gained
access to full cooking facili-
ties. The new accommoda-
tion will consist of six hous-
ing blocks, providing living
space for just over 600.

The old Goodricke
buildings will be made avail-

able for use by other depart-
ments and colleges.

The new college build-
ings will be the first to go up
on the rural site which has
caused controversy since the
£500million expansion was
first proposed almost three
years ago. The 117-acre
University extension will be
largely built on green belt
area, which is often protect-
ed from development.

When the University
won government consent for
the vast expansion project,
local environmentalists
argued that the agreement
was symptomatic of a worry-
ing disregard for the preser-
vation of greenbelt land.

The final site will
almost double the student
population of the University
and will include new depart-
ments such as Theatre, Film
and Television.

Goodricke receives
planning permission
Emily Hirst
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Will Heaven
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

THE PHYSICS Department has
been forced into a policy U-turn on
exam paper corrections after its
current policy was overruled by a
University Committee.

The change, announced to
Physics undergraduates by email,
came about after the University's
Standing Committee on
Assessment criticised the depart-
ment for holding a policy which
differed from that followed by all
other University departments.

In the original email sent out
last Tuesday, the department
informed students that “from now
on, when you are in an examina-
tion, if you find a possible error on
an examination paper, the invigila-
tors will not respond to such a
query or make a general announce-
ment to correct any printing error.”

The Physics Department had
decided on this policy as “some
students may have attempted a
question at an early stage in the
examination, and later during the
same examination another student
may notice a possible correction
before he/she attempts the same
question.”

“This is the fairest way to treat
the small number of errors that are
found during an examination, and
if you do spot an error please make
sure that the lecturer concerned is
made aware of it after the examina-
tion is finished,” the email’s instruc-
tions continued.

A number of students strongly
condemned the announcement.
“It’s ridiculous,” commented one
second year Physicist. “If you are a
confident student you could spend
hours on a question which the
invigilator knew to be impossible.”
Others felt the measures were not

the best approach to ensuring fair-
ness in examinations.

However, two days later
Physics students received a second
email from Dr Mike Cohler, the
Chair of the Physics Board of
Examiners.

Cohler informed students that
“having notified you all recently
about the response to queries in
examinations, I can tell you that
we will of course respond to any
reported important errors in
examination questions during an
examination, where it is deemed

important that everyone is aware
of a corrected version.”

Apparently unaware of a con-
tradiction between the first and
second emails, he wrote, “we will
respond in a professional manner
to any substantive corrections that
are deemed necessary.”

Cohler went on to defend the
Department's record of mistakes
on exam papers. He explained that
the process of proofreading exams
involved an “intense level of check-
ing”. Once a Physics exam paper is
written, it is checked first by an

independent academic, then a
group of external examiners. Then,
it is proofread a further three
times. The Chair of the Board of
Examiners then proofreads the
paper before finally it is passed on
for review by the Deputy Head of
Department, Dr Hugh Barr.

However, Cohler admitted
that “there have been some errors
that have crept through on a few
papers this year despite the very
intensive checking system that we
operate.” He later revealed that
there have been five errors on

COURTESY OF THE PRESS,YORK

Physics exam papers this term out
of a total of 34 module examina-
tions. One of these errors had been
“an omission of attachments.”

Cohler explained the reason
why the Standing Committee on
Assessment had forced the change
in department policy, claiming that
“they had a different viewpoint
than me on the question of the
fairness of not making a response
to queries during an exam.”

However, some students still
remain dissatisfied with the
Physics departmental policy.

“What is most appalling about
the present system is that when
exams have mistakes, the depart-
ment makes no apology to stu-
dents and gives no visible reassur-
ance to students that answers to
flawed questions will indeed be
marked appropriately to the seri-
ousness of the error,” commented
third year Physicist, Tom Simon-
Norris.

“I know the department does
always try its best to mark students
fairly. But sometimes, from the
students’ perspective, we can get
worried that messages might
sometimes get lost somewhere
along the line,” Norris added. He
went on to suggest that the depart-
ment should email any students
who had been affected by an exam-
ination mistake.

Cohler replied, saying “it is
important to realise that the staff
work a huge number of hours to
get the exam papers written and
marked fairly as you can see from
the description I sent.”

“Most students in fact under-
stand that we are doing our best
for an optimum outcome,” Cohler
continued.

The incident follows the reve-
lations that essays in the
Economics department took 11
weeks to mark.

Physics forced into exam policy U-turn

The Physics department has come under fire after a series of errors were printed in exam papers

midnight when officers used
rubber bullets against
Wright before overpowering
him and taking him into cus-
tody. Bomb-disposal special-
ists were called to the scene
to deal with the bag, which
did not turn out to contain
explosives.

Wright pleaded guilty to
making the false claim and
Judge Ashurst said that the
offence caused “very, very
considerable alarm at the
time”. However, he also said
that he needed time to con-
sider the validity of the claim
by Wright’s barrister that his
client, who was homeless at
the time, cannot be held
responsible for his actions
because of his fragile mental
state went the event
occurred. Judge Ashurst
added he needed to assess
Wright’s previous convic-
tions before deciding on a
sentence.

RAF SANCHEZ
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STUDENTS AT universities
across the country claim to
have been coerced into put-
ting falsely positive respons-
es to the National Student
Survey, it has been revealed.

The matter has come to
light following the release of
an audio tape in which a lec-
turer at Kingston University
is heard telling students that
portraying the institution in
a bad light in the survey will
have negative effects on the
prestige of their degrees.

The five-minute clip
encourages students to con-
fine negative comments sole-
ly to internal channels of
complaint.

YUSU President, Anne-
Marie Canning emphasised
the significance of the survey

saying: “The NSS is the most
important way for students
to give feedback about their
university experience, so it is
vital that the institutions do
not try to affect the honesty
of students' responses.”
Canning described the
actions of other universities
as “totally out of order”.

The results of the gov-
ernment-funded and widely
respected survey which is
taken by final-year students
before graduation, are used
in the calculation of highly
influential league tables,
including those by the Times
and the Guardian.

Students at York are not
forced to complete the sur-
vey, and Canning supports
this approach: “York has a
high response rate - 71% last
year - which we achieved by
emphasizing the benefits of
completing the survey.”

Jack Trewin
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

A PROPOSED block party in
the quad area of the Derwith
extension has led to tensions
between undergraduate and
postgraduate residents.

The event, proposed by
first year student and exten-
sion resident JoeMartin, was
conceived as a way to end the
summer term and aid inte-
gration between the houses
in the block. A Facebook dis-
cussion group was set up to
find an ideal date for the
party. However, the forum
soon became an outlet for
fierce backlash from post-
graduate residents

“I speak on behalf of my
block when I say that we will
be putting up opposition to
this party,” commented
Grace Lexley, a postgraduate
writing on the forum. “We all
have several assignments

and dissertation deadlines
around that time and would
find such a massive distur-
bance on any night to be very
disagreeable.”

Issues of noise levels
within the quad have already
been raised by postgraduate
residents, who argue that

they have affected their abil-
ity to work and sleep, and
believe a party would be a
major disruption in the run
up to several key deadlines.
However, in a largely under-
graduate-dominated block,
other residents are angered
by what they see as an

Plans for a Derwith quad party have led to tension among residents

A large pro-choice demonstration on the day of the amendment vote

YUSU welcomes defeat of parliamentary
abortion amendment to reduce time limit

YUSU PRESIDENT and acting
Academic and Welfare Office
Anne-Marie Canning has
described Parliament's rejection
of an amendment to reduce the
upper time limit on abortions as
“a very good thing” for students.

The amendment to the
Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Bill was voted on by
MPs last Tuesday, where it was
defeated by 332 votes to 190.

Proposed by Conservative
MP Nadine Dorries, a former
nurse, the amendment formed
the first major challenge to
British abortion laws since 1990,
when the legal limit was lowered
from 28 to 24 weeks. MPs were
given the chance to vote on a
series of legal limits including 12,
16, 20 and 22 weeks, all of which
were rejected.

The victory for the pro-
choice movement has highlighted
issues of abortion and student

welfare on campus. Speaking as
acting Academic and Welfare
Officer, Canning welcomed the
outcome, saying “It’s a very good
thing for students. People aren’t
pro-abortion, they’re pro-choice
and for those students who get to
24 weeks and need an abortion,
there’s a reason for that. It’s
because they’re vulnerable,
because they’ve denied the issue,
because they’ve been under pres-
sure from people to keep the
baby.”

“It’s the most vulnerable peo-
ple, and the most vulnerable stu-
dents who need late abortions, so
I’m glad that it’s stayed at 24
weeks,” she added.

York University Christian
Union Male President Joe
Marshall refused to comment on
the issue saying, “the CU doesn’t
comment on abortion as it is a
secondary issue.”

YUSU policy maintains a
pro-choice stance, and actively
seeks to support students in need
of an abortion. The policy ‘Right
to Choose Fund’, which was

passed in June 2007 commits the
Union to “[a woman’s] right to
control their own bodies and
reproductive systems.” The policy
mandates Union officers to
“actively campaign in support of
the pro-choice lobby”.

The policy also renewed the
Right to Choose fund, a sum of at
least £10,000 ring-fenced to sup-
port any female student, or the
partner of a student, who
becomes pregnant and is unable
to obtain an abortion on the NHS.
The fund can either be used to
pay for an abortion or help a stu-
dent support a child if they
choose to keep it.

“We have about £10,000 in
the Right to Choose fund,” said
Canning, “of which about £1000
is put aside for the abortion fund
– the rest is for childcare. The
childcare is very well used, and
the abortions we get a couple of
cases per year. But for the people
that it does help, you can’t ever
underestimate who much it helps
them,” she added.

Current YUSU Women’s
Officers, Sophie Harrison and
Eilidh McIntosh, said: “Women’s
Committee follows YUSU’s policy
of being pro-choice, and we were
pleased the abortion limit has not
been lowered, as we do feel it
would have had an adverse effect
on student welfare,” they said.

Women’s Committee did not
launch an official campaign
against the proposed amend-
ment. However, committee mem-
bers did write to MPs, including
local MP John Grogan, who voted
for a 22 week time limit.

Sian Turner
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

unwillingness to compro-
mise.

“Do they think we never
have 9.15s?,” asked first year
resident Patrick Sloane. “I
have one every day and the
noise never gets annoying.”

“We thought we were
being considerate in setting
up a discussion group but
some of them do not seem to
want to compromise,” added
event creator Joe Martin

Some, however, are
sympathetic to younger
neighbours. “It’s not that we
are intending to ruin their
fun, I’ve been through the
Uni experience and I’d more
than love to have a massive
piss-up if I could,” said one
postgraduate. “However,
with the work load as it is, it’s
just not possible”

Following a discussion
meeting, the party will to go
ahead. However, limits on
guest numbers and a time
curfew have been approved.

Anjli Raval
DEPUTY EDITOR

Tempers flare over Derwith party
GEORGE LOWTHER

Positive NSS feedback
forced from students

ABORTIONS IN THE UK
The total number of known abortions carried out in the United
Kingdom last year was 193,700.

The highest rates of abortion - 35 per 1,000 - are amongst 19 year
old women.

Almost 3,000 abortions were carried out last year on women at
least 20 weeks pregnant - a 44% increase in less than a decade

Nearly 1 in 3 women who have had an abortion have had one or
more abortions before.

Source: Department of Health - www.dh.gov.uk COMMENT >> Page 10
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WEB-CANNING
This week’s snapshot from YUSU’s web-cam

Crackbusters
Noice and Foy
give the YUSU
office the Nouse

treatment as
Matt Burton
nervously com-
ments: “We don’t

get paid enough
to do coke.”
There’s a good
reason for that.

Poll reveals high levels of dissatisfaction
with alchoholic focus of Freshers’ Week

A REPORT INTO the induc-
tion process at York found that
almost 40% of incoming stu-
dents are unhappy with the
“strong focus” on alcohol that
Freshers’ Week events had.

The document, which was
prepared by the University, sug-
gests that the high number of
alcohol-related events during
the induction period alienates
large numbers of incoming stu-
dents. The report has been crit-
icised by YUSU officers for
being misleading.

The report asked respon-
dents to agree or disagree with a
number of statements, and
reveals that 47.9% of those sur-
veyed wanted more events
without an alcohol focus, and
that only 11.6% wanted more
alcohol focused events. Further,
it states that while 35.5% of stu-
dents did not want more alco-
hol free events, 35.8% would
have liked to see more.

YUSU President Anne-
Marie Canning, criticised the
report’s format. “I am really,
really concerned about the way
that some of the questions have
been presented. There are lead-
ing questions, and those that
are neutral aren’t represented
in the breakdown,” she said.

Canning is unhappy with
what she claims is the Uni-
versity’s view of YUSU with
respect to Freshers’ Week. “I
think the Uni has a strange per-
ception of what we do. I don’t
think they have recognised how
we have moved on. I think that
we have done so much, and the
University is intent on painting
us as booze hounds,” she contin-
ued.

Just over half of respon-
dents found YUSU induction

events to be useful, while 11%
disagreed with the statement.
The remainder were neutral.

The report, which was dis-
tributed to JCRC chairs, aimed
to “gain an overview of the
entire student induction
process, including pre-sessional
events, Freshers’ events, and
Postgraduate induction.” It is
based on the findings of a sur-
vey of 80 staff members, two
surveys sent to all first-year
undergraduate and postgradu-
ate students and a set of inter-
views with key staff involved
with event organisation.

The intial student survey,
which had a one week deadline,
was completed by 1,244 respon-
dents. Designed to canvass stu-
dents’ opinion on the organisa-
tion and format of the induc-
tion process, two-thirds of
respondents, or 829 students,
were undergraduates.

Only 744 students
responded to the second survey
sent a week later, which was
designed to “gauge student
opinion on alcohol and social
inclusion during induction
events.”

The surveys contained a
section which allowed respon-
dents to offer suggestions or
feedback. One student stated:
“There is a general assumption
that everyone wants to get wast-
ed and that simply isn’t the
case. Furthermore, the fact that
most people do is not evidence
to the contrary; simply a
demonstration that peer pres-
sure doesn’t end when you leave
the playground.”

“There is no need to make
events ‘alcohol free’, but only to
shift the focus away from alco-
hol. The events themselves were
excellent, but were overshad-
owed by excessive drinking,”
stated another.

YUSU Societies and

The amount
of alcohol-
centred
events in
Freshers’
Week was
criticised in
the survey

Henry James Foy
NEWS EDITOR

Communications Officer Sam
Bayley said: “While it’s very
important surveys like this are
carried out... I can’t help feeling
the turnout from this survey has
skewed the figures somewhat.”

“What concerns me is that
the type of people that fill in this
kind of survey are people that
didn’t have a nice time during
Freshers’ Week,” agreed
Canning. “You don’t tend to get
positive feedback. Not because
the week was bad, but because
those who didn’t enjoy it are the
kind of people that want to
respond,” she added.

Another strong criticism of
the current induction format
was that mature students are
not catered for sufficiently.

One student commented:
“I felt very strongly that mature
students were not considered
when Freshers’ Week events
were organised,” while another
said: “The lack of consideration
for how mature students may
feel isolated in Freshers’ Week is
shocking.”

Canning claims to be
aware of the need to adjust the
programme to include mature
students and postgraduates.
“We want to rename Freshers’
Week ‘Welcome Week,’”
Canning said. “‘Fresher’ isn’t
applicable to a large portion of
our students”.

Two suggestions from the
staff survey was the need for a
Freshers’ Co-ordinator and a

Freshers’ Passport. The co-ordi-
nator would oversee events run
by colleges, societies, depart-
ments and YUSU to ensure a
more structured and balanced
induction period. The passport
was seen as a way to impress on
Freshers’ the key tasks that need
to be completed over the period.

Canning praised the
attempt to develop new ideas.
“It’s great that we have a coordi-
nated approach and that we are
doing a bit of research into
Freshers week, and for that it’s
brilliant. Also, it has highlight-
ed the need for a co-ordinator
across campus so that we know
what is going on,” she said.

COMMENT >> Page 12

Social events had
too strong a
focus on alcohol

Strongly agree

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Strongly disagree

You would have
liked more “dry”
(no alcohol) events

You would have
liked more social
events without an
alcohol focus

You felt able to
attend social events
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34.8%
27.6%
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Despite concerted attempts to revive them, our cam-
pus bars have not faired well in competition with venues
in town. When drinking, it seems, students prefer to
leave their place of study. McQs, Vanbrugh and the
Wentworth Edge are last resorts at best.
YUSU have tried and failed to change this. We have

seen the desperately named “Save our Bars” campaign
and then “Campus Wednesdays”. Neither promotion
achieved what it set out to do - that is, curb the nightly
exodus from campus into town.
Given this, the decision by YUSU to take over

Langwith Bar is a bold one. Matt Burton has so far
proved a capable Services and Finance Officer but there
is no hiding the fact that running a bar is new territory
for YUSU. There is nothing to suggest that the venture
will succeed as a business and a conflict of interests
seems inevitable. Students will not drink on campus out
of loyalty and the re-branded bar will struggle to com-
pete with the campus bars once promoted by YUSU.
But if Langwith bar succeeds - and this paper sin-

cerely hopes it will - it could be the answer. York students
would for once be able to enjoy a night out on campus,
the city's clubs no longer an inevitability.
The responsibility, of course, lies with Burton. To

turn around a struggling business would be a commend-
able achievement. To watch it fail further, however, could
place our Union in dire financial jeopardy.

CCoommmmeenntt && AAnnaallyyssiiss
11NOUSE : THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER

www.nouse.co.uk Tuesday May 27 2008Comment10

Drug results call for action
There is a certain inevitability about recreational

drug use when large numbers of students congregate,
regardless of their proximity to a major city. For the most
part the drug situation on campus appears under con-
trol, with hospitalisations and serious drug-related inci-
dents relatively rare. The University is not in the habit of
rigorously policing the habits of its students and it is dif-
ficult to argue that it should be.
Yet what is important is to have an idea of the levels

of drug use among students and, somewhat more worry-
ingly, among staff, in order to be prepared for eventuali-
ties and to know when to intervene before the situation
gets out of control. The results of this paper’s investiga-
tion must prompt a major rethink of previous impres-
sions about the levels of drug use on campus.   
The University has promised to “urgently” follow up

the findings of this investigation, yet when asked what
form this follow-up would take a spokesperson could
provide no specifics. Nor was there any request to see the
evidence of the investigation. This is not an encouraging
start. The University must take active steps to build a
better picture of the drugs situation on campus and
decide what further action should follow.
There is also a role for YUSU in this. Anti-drugs

campaigns can often seem patronising to students
assured of their maturity. But a calm and non-judgemen-
tal supply of information on drugs could go a long way. 

The last ditch

Our congratulations are offered to the Student
Action enthusiasts who managed to secure a community
canvas for our amusement. 
Though Nouse enjoyed getting its hands dirty one

can't help but think that drippy and slightly wonky
applies to more than just our paint skills. If this is the
paramount of campus spirit then York students need a
shot of enthusiasm. Eight whitewashed hardboard rec-
tangles, secured for a few months only, before the univer-
sity take them down to reveal something far more slick
and soulless.
Lest we forget, we're no art school. Our lacking artis-

tic talent need not echo lacking efforts. Things might
often seem half-hearted, or under-attended, but there
are lot of people putting in a lot of effort all over campus.
Be they the gnomish figures lurking in a news office, or
various other characters slaving over plays and concerts,
debates and speaker events, we shouldn't be so quick to
claim arch inactivity. 
University life is defined by more than a degree. You

don't meet strangers and regale them with tales of your
tutorial assignments and the mural is a kitsch snapshot
of student activity.
This well-meaning artistic endeavour will be fun to

look at for a while, but you shouldn't listen to anyone
who tells you it's going to change the world. On the other
hand, don't listen to the grinding cynic next to you who
cites it as the absolute end of enthusiasm.

NOUSE
Est. 1964

Nouse Office 
University of York
YO10 5DD
comment@nouse.co.uk

This week MPs voted on
a series of alternative
limits on abortion at

12,16, 20 and 22 weeks - all
of which were rejected. These
proposed amendments to the
Human Fertilisation and
Embryology Bill also sanctio -
ned the creation of human-
animal hybrid embryos.

The topic of abortion is
always described as “emo-
tive”, but in this case it seems
that the majority of MPs
voted for scientific reasons
and fact rather than with any
subjective emotional or reli-
gious instincts. Similarly, our
own student union is broadly
pro-choice, and the stem cell
research which currently goes
on at the University would
suggest that the academic
arm of this institution is in
agreement with the use of
human cells for the progres-
sion of scientific understand-
ing into disease.

Students are traditional-
ly seen as diehard liberals,
but the presence of activists
from both sides of the debate
on campus, prove that a core
of committed individuals will
always keep the issues
around abortion or embryo
research in discussion. Our
student population, however,
voted overwhelmingly for the
Right to Choose Fund to
remain when its existence
was threatened by a motion
proposed last summer.

Anne-Marie Canning,
YUSU President, said that

Stage two of his masterplan is
complete. Burton has won over
both the University’s students

and its guardians. I must say that I
am pleasantly surprised. He should
certainly be commended for his
efforts in persuading the
University’s Commercial Services to
allow the Students’ Union a chance
to succeed where they have failed. 

However, though the contract
is safely in the hands of YUSU, this
jaunt into the world of bartending
is far from being free of danger.
YUSU and Burton have proved that
they can run a retail outlet, but the
move from selling newspapers and
sweets at YOUR:Shop, to Carlsberg
and VKs at ‘YOUR:Bar’ may prove
to be a little tougher than they
imagine.

His first problem will be the
proprietors of The Lowther, Nags
and other bars in York. YUSU’s
advertising agreements and cheap
drink deals with these have driven
students off-campus in the evenings
for their pre-Gallery drinks.
Campus bars like Langwith have
therefore suffered. These agree-
ments cannot continue. It would be
like Burton signing deals to pro-
mote Costcutters’ half-price Doritos
while trying to shift his mountains
of Kettle Chips next door. 

Further, Commercial Services,
who Burton has probably spent a
large amount of the past few
months pandering to, are quickly
going to become his business rivals.
They’ve shifted a poorly-performing
liability off their portfolio, and can
now concentrate on ensuring it
doesn’t better Derwent or Vanbrugh
as the most lucrative location on
campus. Burton may have wowed
UGM voters with his NUSSL
acronyms and claims of national
buying syndicates, but the true elec-
torate, which votes in pints, will be
won over only with prices.

But, we deserve a place to call
ours. Plus, from a business perspec-
tive, if it works, it will be a very
lucrative, long-term addition to the
YUSU portfolio.

We should all support him and
his project – it is our money that he
is investing. Getting this far is a
great achievement, but it is only a
small step. Huge numbers of ‘excit-
ing’ ventures fail every day. No stu-
dent is willing to consistently pay
more for a pint just because the
money is going to the Union.

Burton now faces a testing
year. Pull it off, and he’s the toast of
the student body. Fail, and the criti-
cism will be directed solely at his
over-ambitious legacy-building. 

It’s a pretty good job he got re-
elected, really. 

Satisfaction will follow from action Ambitious
Burton crosses
the Rubicon

Henry 
James Foy

Contributing
Writer

Not just emotive rhetoric: 
a sign of progressive society Jonathan

Fransman
Contributing

Writer 

William
Heaven

Contributing
Writer
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split into £1,000 for the pro-
curement of an abortion
should a woman decide that
she needs an abortion as
soon as possible, with the
rest devoted to childcare for
student parents. Canning
says that “a couple of cases a
year” arise in which the
woman involved needs an
abortion, and says that the
childcare portion of the Fund
is “very well used”.

These examples are
characterized by their practi-
cal usage in improving the
everyday lives of students
and the general public alike.
Despite what the right wing
press and some religious tra-
ditionalists purport to be the
truth, abortions are not taken
lightly, and the tiny number
(1.9%) that occur between
20-24 weeks are often,
according to the charity
Marie Stopes International,
the women in the most des-
perate circumstances. These
women include those on
methadone as part of drug
rehabilitation programmes,
(methadone stops periods)
whose lives are in danger if
the foetus continues to devel-
op, or victims of rape and
abuse whose emotional state
prevents them from seeking
help earlier in the pregnancy.

The bill served as a
reminder of the genuinely
progressive country in which
we live. We will benefit from
its practical implications, and
for that we should be glad.

The Embryology Bill
protects the needs
of women and the
progress of science. 

the retention of the limit was
“great”. She added that “peo-
ple aren’t pro-abortion,
they’re pro-choice, and for
those students who get to 24
weeks and need an abortion
there’s a reason for that.” The
Women’s Officers, Sophie
Harrison and Eilidh
McIntosh, declared them-
selves to be “pleased” with
the result of the bill.

Here on campus,
motions to improve access to
abortion, and the Right to
Choose Fund are examples of
the environment of tolerance
and progress that charac-
terises the student popula-
tion, as well as UK politics. 

The advantages of this
are twofold. Firstly, we are at
the forefront of technology,
and the benefits our genera-
tion can hope to gain from
this research are happening
right here. Research at the
YCR Cancer Research Unit is
into human prostate carcino-
ma, which currently ranks
second amongst male
tumours in incidence and
mortality. Research into
Parkinson’s disease and
spinal muscular atrophy are
expected to be the main ben-
eficiaries of the use of
human-animal embryos, and
should the researchers suc-
ceed, we will be the ones who
will have the option of the
right treatment to combat
these diseases.

The £10,000 budget of
the Right to Choose Fund is

Never mind Ernst & Young, what about MI5?

Since the National
Student Survey it’s
time to consider
student happiness.

If we, the students, are consumersand the university is the produc-
er, are we, as students at the

University of York, satisfied with the
product supplied?

The first of many problems
comes from the consideration of the
institution as a totality. When we ask
if we are satisfied with our time
spent here, we are in reality assessing
so many different institutions weakly
(perhaps ineffectively) linked under
the umbrella that is our university.
We must comment on our depart-
ment and our course separately from
the University because the former
has surprisingly little influence on
the latter.

But what does that mean for the
consumer? It shouldn’t be that we
must scrutinise each individual com-
ponent of the University in isolation.

Another factor which must be
taken into account is a personal bias
which we all have when considering
this question. When I criticise and
praise my department, the Students’
Union and the college system, am I
not doing so heavy handedly without
stepping back considering the situa-
tion objectively?  

So far I have raised more ques-
tions than I could ever hope to
answer but I do believe that if we are
really dissatisfied, there are some
things we can do.

Firstly, people really need to
start thinking about how satisfied
they are with the current state of
affairs. Then, they need to do some-
thing about it. On the ground there
are some serious problems that need
addressed as quickly as possible as
they won’t go away and indeed will
only fester and grow in time if
ignored. 

League tables, for example, are
just a tiny example of what we really
need to work on. How can a univer-
sity that comes in the top five for
research in the Times league table

and second only to Cambridge in
teaching in the Sunday Times’ be so
low? We can blame graduate
recruiters from failing to look
beyond the generic tables but tomor-
row’s graduates will suffer when they
fail to find the employment they
want and deserve. Student satisfac-
tion directly influences these poor
league table results too.

There is also now the greatest
need ever to leave behind the petti-
ness traditionally associated with
campus politics and work hard to
move forward and offer constructive
advice as opposed to, for want of a
better term, cut off one’s nose to spite
the face. Criticism must be made and
in cases where it holds some truth,
those involved should accept it gra-

ciously. On the other hand we must
be careful when making our com-
plaints that we don’t drag the whole
process, at a Union or a University
level, to a grinding halt. Complaining
with out a view to eventually moving
forward benefits no one. 

Finally, we must start imple-
menting these changes now. If we
are dissatisfied then we must take
action immediately. If we don’t, we
only have ourselves to blame. If
things don’t change for the better at
least we can be safe in the knowledge
that we tried to our full capacity. I
however, being an abhorrent eternal
optimist, believe that we really can
change things and even if we make
only marginal progress, none of it
will have been in vain.

Making a phone call to MI5 is
easier than you might think.
There is a contact number

on their website which puts you
through to a main switchboard. If
you convince the operator that you
are worth listening to, they will pass
you on to a recruitment advisor.
Mine was called "Phil". He sounded
like he had joined MI5 to be a spy,
not to speak to students about spon-
sorship and advertising.

Nevertheless, Phil listened
patiently. I asked him if MI5 would
be interested in advertising in York
campus media. "For what purpose?",
he responded . "Well", I said, "I was
wondering if MI5 looks to recruit
York graduates ." It was a long shot,
but he passed me onto a London
agency which deals with MI5's
advertising. I left a message and,
unsurprisingly, didn't hear back. 

The truth is that big companies
- along with MI5 - aren't really inter-
ested in York students. 

Matt Oliver, Vanbrugh Chair,

has had experience trying to gain
sponsorship. He was consistently
given the same message: the ideas
you propose look excellent, but York
is not one of our "target" universities.
Thanks, but no thanks. 

Companies, it seems, are
impressed by what we do here, but
that rarely seems to translate into
anything meaningful -money, in
other words. So, why are we not a
"target" university? 

The answer lies in the employa-
bility league tables. They are calcu-
lated by looking where students are a
year after they graduate. Because
many of us end up to doing post-
graduate degrees, the figures don't
do us justice - postgrads may as well
be on the dole. 

There are other factors too. Our
student population is small. Why
should an investment bank focus on
our university which has 185 econo-
mists, when they can focus on Leeds
which has its own Business School?
The solution to this, of course, is to

expand - one thing the university
seems to have right. 

Perhaps it is also what we are
studying. There are almost three
times as many History students here
than there are Computer scientists,
and I think most of us agree that
computer scientists are more imme-
diately employable.

York must improve its reputa-
tion for producing employable grad-
uates. Second only to academic
excellence, the university's aim must
be to produce ambitious profession-
als. The university and YUSU could
place more emphasis on how
employable we actually are. Why not
publish figures for how York students
are doing three years after graduat-
ing - when they are safely done with
postgraduate degrees.

It is everyone's interest for us to
be employable - our future jobs will
reflect the quality our university edu-
cation. And besides, we don’t all
want to end up as recruitment advi-
sors to MI5.

“IInn tthhiiss ccaassee
iitt sseeeemmss tthhaatt
tthhee mmaajjoorriittyy
ooff MMPPss vvootteedd
ffoorr sscciieennttiiffiicc
rreeaassoonnss..”

Seeking sponsorship
is a minefield filled
with filled with dis-
gruntled graduates.

“SSttuuddeenntt ssaatt--
iissffaaccttiioonn
ddiirreeccttllyy
iinnfflluueenncceess
ppoooorr lleeaagguuee
ttaabbllee rreessuullttss..”
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Michael Brunsden goes behind the
scenes of Channel 5’s motoring
show 5th Gear >> M9

Smoking tyre-tracks

As the Embryology
Bill goes through
Parliament, Venetia
Rainey talks to people

on both sides of the
abortion debate

Nicky Woolf speaks to the former
Guantanamo Bay detainee about
his experiences

Moazzam Begg

SPECIAL: Abortion
from a student
perspective

Summer is coming, and the career-
minded among you will be thinking
of job opportunities

>> M10-11

“Fancy gracing the pages of our newspaper
with your wit and wisdom once again?", they
asked. My head said no, but “Yes!" piped up
my ego. “You’ll need to do it by the end of the
week", they said. “Please ensure that some-
thing amusing happens to you in order that
you can put a wry, self-deprecating twist
upon it, whilst ‘revealing’ some platitudinous
drivel about the human condition". “You do
realise", queried my head, kicking my ego
sharply in the shins, “that I’ll be spending the
rest of the week trawling through seven-
teenth century assize court summonses at
the Lancashire Record Office?". “Oh", they
said, “oh look! Look! Brian Cantor’s imple-
menting his plan to power campus from the

energy generated by Dan Taylor’s compulsive
urge to self-publicise! We must observe this
miracle of modern engineering. What pro-
portion of campus’ energy will it produce?
Fifty or five hundred percent? In any case, we
must leave you forthwith. Good luck".

It is fortunate, then, that it popped into
the Oxfam books and music shop, where I
found a copy of Betjeman’s Banana Blush:
Sir John Betjeman The Poet Laureate Reads
His Verse Accompanied By The Music Of
Jim Parker. Leaving aside its somewhat
does-what-it-says-on-the-tin subtitle, I could
not fail to be charmed by the cheeky-faced
late laureate’s knowing smile on the front
cover, nor by the ‘£3.99’ sticker placed under

his nose. Betjeman was occasionally criti-
cised for the populist nature of his verse,
which is perhaps why the collaboration
works so well. Jim Parker’s orchestration,
enhances and amplifies the mood of the
poems, and its experimentality drags them
into a musical neverland.

Later writers have also pursued some
interesting interdisciplinary collaborations -
William S Burroughs read his short story
‘The Priest They Called Him’ over ten min-
utes of tortured Kurt Cobain guitar to chill-
ing effect, as elements of ‘Silent Night’ drift
in and out of Burrough’s tale of (inevitably)
tuberculosis and heroin. “There’s something
not right about that boy", noted Burroughs,
who, ironically for conspiracy theorists, shot
his first wife in the head in a drunken
attempt to replicate William Tell’s feat with a
glass and a shotgun.

Tragically, Aphex Twin’s ‘Come to Daddy
(This Be The Verse Mix)', in which Hull mis-

erablist Philip Larkin dolefully intones “They
fuck you up, your mum and dad/They may
not mean to, but they do” in tandem with the
original’s “I want your soul” vocal is not cur-
rently available, chiefly because I just made it
up. Far more tragically, copies of Irvine
Welsh and Primal Scream’s enthusiastically
titled ‘The Big Man and the Scream Team
Meet the Barmy Army Uptown’ remain, sit-
ting at the bottom of record shop remainder
bins, drinking Tennant’s and slurring abuse
at all the other cds. An unpleasant of affair
for all concerned given that listening to it is
about as pleasurable an experience as teach-
ing a baboon to whistle, although strong
rumours persist that this is exactly what
Bobby Gillespie’s so-called ‘mum’ (in reality,
keeper) did, as a consolation after failing to
produce a slightly crappy clone of Mick
Jagger. She has publicly stated that she was
“Quite happy, thank you” with the result of
her experiment.

MM22 Columns

I can hear you, you
skin-picking freaks
I

am constantly repulsed by
my fellow human beings.
Shamelessly waddling
around indulging in self-

congratulatory grooming.
Noses, nails, hair, genitals;
scratching, picking, cracking,
plucking. These people are
grotesque and they seem only to
disgust me. As a child I was
brought up to be seen and heard
in abundance. My verbal output
was astonishing and I was
encouraged to speak for myself,
think for myself and carve my
path to success in loud happy
words. “Yes! No! Thank you!
Let’s go to the zoo!” But small
noises on the other hand, small
noises were to be discouraged at
all costs. Bananas were particu-
larly reprehensible.

I can remember Saturday
afternoons when I was watching
Scooby Doo and Mum was read-
ing next to me. “Can I have a
snack?” I asked. “Sure,” she
replied. “Go grab a piece of
fruit.” On bringing back a
banana I was sent away again,
charged with eating the offend-
ing item alone in the hall. Only
with that barrier of brick
between us was my mother
relieved of the slurpy smacking
of a six year old with a banana.
That is food etiquette at its
finest, and every child should be
taught its eating-place.

To the sin of gratuitous fruit
eating you can add any small
fidgety movements that you
thought made no sound - clam-
orous thumb sucking and deaf-
ening hair twiddling. If you
thought these were silent indul-
gences, I assure you, you were

wrong. The very movement of
the air particles is enough to dis-
rupt the peace of any being of
heightened sensitivity. Such was
my childhood that I dared not
take up nail biting until I left
home. Even now I only do it at
times of great stress, and always
absolutely alone. 

Let us take a moment to
consider leprosy. In biblical
times lepers were cruelly out-
cast. The prevailing misconcep-
tion that leprosy was highly
infectious meant that lepers
were pariahs, essentially due to
being a little less than an oil
painting. So undeserving, espe-
cially when you consider (which
I always do) the noise-making
implications. Other than the
gentle thud of a finger hitting
the ground, leprosy is blessedly
silent. The common cold, on the
other hand, is a veritable
cacophony of hawking and
hacking. Common as the cold is,
it plagues us all, though perhaps
if one took more care to put
some clothes on before going to
Gallery it would plague far
fewer. In the infamous words of
my father, “are you wearing a
vest with that?” 

Ultimately nobody wanted
to sit around looking at lepers,
so why do I have to put up with
listening to snivelling infirms?
We’re such an openly vain socie-
ty that we will quickly condemn
for their visuals, but we put up
with listening to a lot of crap. A
bulbous nose or prominent mole
is enough to lose someone
Facebook friends, but day in day
out we put up with listening to
the misinformed, the malign

and the ill, with all their grating
speech impediments and graph-
ic phlegm movements.

I of course went through
my period of noisy rebellion.
Rampaging through the house
sniffing like a hound, grinding
my teeth like a drug addict and
raining banana eating fury upon
my mother. But she was patient,
she knew I would settle. Take a
moment to look around you at
York, we are surrounded by the
children of dogmatic parents
kicking against their past.
Observe the Tory kid trying his
hand at socialism, the country
bumpkin gone “ghetto” and the
vegan hippy child sneaking off
to McDonalds. Eventually they
too will learn the inevitable. We
don’t become our parents: we
always were them. My obsession
with twitching and all it’s awful
sound effects is nothing new. I
distinctly remember sitting in
French at the tender age of thir-
teen, contemplating mass mur-
der as I stared at my classmate
picking her face. Not just pick-
ing it, I hasten to add, but rub-
bing thickly and wetly into the
picked pores. I could actually see
the grease sliding round her
face. Later she would offer me a
Malteser with her sticky stubby
fingers. I would decline. 

I don’t think I’ll ever get
over the complete lack of any
discerning sense of propriety in
communal bodily functions. But
I will always maintain that it’s
rational, reasonable even, and
I’d go so far as to say good for
society, to throw things at people
who crack their knuckles, and to
insist that any kind of picking,

F&D: L’antica Locanda, and
making ice cream >> M16
Fashion: To fur or not to
fur, that’s a question >>M17
Arts: SJ has her nipples
cast for art >>M18-19

Music: Music and
American politics, plus track
and gig reviews >> M20-21
Film: The latest releases
reviewed >> M22
Last word: Satire and
gossip galore >> M24

RobinSeaton

27/05/08

Muse 27.05.08

>> M6-8

The happy git sings into his pint
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Muse cover by Matt Grum
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Sian Turner bites the bullet and gets a tattoo
on her upper arm. She tells us why, and how >> M14
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In some respects it could have been dramatic; a cross between The
Bill and Shaft. In fact, it was just past midnight and I had breezed
pass respectably drunk a good four pints back. I am unceremoni-
ously escorted out of Toffs - or rather, out of ‘Tru’ - by a large
bouncer after 9 holes of pub golf, covered in poorly drawn felt tip
penises. Like an indignant, slurring Jackson Pollock piece I
reproach the doorman for removing me from the club. There was
not enough justice in the air that night, and so, in a very Euan
Blair-esque  display of respectability I phone the police. They
arrive, eye me up, and inform me that either I could leave, or they
could tell me to leave. I left.

Bright eyed and bushy tailed. Us kids, eh? Oh yeah. All night.
Well, not quite. Struggling to keep both eyes open, swaying from
side to side, and attempting to maintain a conversation about how
if there was a little more synth behind the vocals this track would
be bangin’, I am dying. “I’m going to get another pint.” Lying is
cool, you see. I skip the pint and sit down in the corner. Within
three minutes, I am fast asleep, face squashed into the sticky,
vomit-covered bar table. When I wake I assure my admirers that I
hadn’t slept the night before at all as I had been, err… clubbin’ it.
That’ll do it.

A first radio show is going to be a nerve-racking experience for
anyone. I’m hardly Annie Mac or… someone. After fumbling with
knobs, slides and other innuendoes I discover how to work the
studio email. Here comes the praise, the confidence, the reassur-
ances from your friends and soon-to-be faithful listeners. “This is
rubbish”. “This is so painful”. “Why are you doing this?”. “Play
Oasis”. I manage to stop crying before the song ends, though.

Riding to work through the streets of York on my ol’ Apollo Radius
– a classic – I feel like Arnie, or Steve McQueen, or Superman.
Anyway, all the swerving, dodging and generally looking cool must
have gone to my head. I pull up to the back door of my work where
my manager, the slightly crazy chef, and all the cool kids are hav-
ing a smoke. Ambitiously, I attempt a kind of skid stop. I’m cool.
The wheels slip, my face contorts, I lose all sort of control, and cat-
apult myself along the floor, only slowly. “Alright guys.
Let’s…er…get to work.”

Gun crime is a growing problem across the country. I take these
fears very much to heart. When an old lady across the road coughs,
she is actually giving for the signal for a ‘hit’. Fulford is, to me,
much, much scarier than down town Grozny. As it turns out, I’m
in fact more of a danger to society than a glock in the hands of a
drunken postal worker. The sky opens up and thunder echoes
around the hills; cue me, jumping into the arms of my female
friend in terror, for I genuinely thought we were under fire. She
drops me to the street and quickens her pace. I’m really ghetto,
you see.

This week, Lily will mostly be...
Walking instead of riding a bicycle,
because mending a puncture is  utter-
ly beyond me. Not literally beyond me,
I am not an idiot; I am capable of
doing it. Furthermore, I am not a
princess; I am perfectly willing to
break a nail. I am, however, an arts
student, which means I simply do not
have the time. 

Whilst still a whippersnapper, all
untucked shirt and high sitting ruck-
sack, I was a machine. In one lunch
break I could attend two music
rehearsals, eat my sandwiches, finish
my IT coursework and still find time
to skulk illegally in the changing
rooms with a packet of skittles and a
copy of Cosmo. Now I have to ruth-
lessly schedule time slots or else whole
days slip through my fingers. Who
would have thought that Neighbours
and doing some washing could so
completely fill a day? 

Last week I woke up to find a

post-it to myself from the to-do list
fairies. The message said to post a let-
ter and I posted it good. Up at nine, off
to post office, and then lunch at one. I
have no idea what happened in
between. I’m pretty certain I had no
time to do anything else. 

So that settles it. I will never have
time to mend my bike. Walking is my
fate. The fact that it takes three times
as long to walk to campus than it does
to ride has no measure on it. The fact
that I discovered the puncture day one
of this term and it is now week six also
should be of little consequence. Adults
certainly don’t understand how diffi-
cult life can be as a student. Either
because they are deluding themselves
that their own degrees consisted of
nine to five hard graft and efficiency,
or else they come from the ‘old school’.
In which case I too should have left
school at sixteen and learned some
bloody discipline.   

scraping and twiddling only to
be done in private. It’s mastur-
bation; gratifying but you
wouldn’t do it on a bus. There’s
a fine line between hereditary
superiority and madness.
Handed down to me through
my parents, I can utilise my
genetic super-power of height-
ened aural awareness.

If you don’t understand it
to be a super-power, then I’m
probably already looking for
you. You are the miscreant sat-
isfying your animal grooming
tendencies in public. I can hear
you, from the other side of the
bus, from six seats behind you
in a lecture theatre and from
outside your window. I am qui-
etly taking a mental note of
every single deviant who can’t
keep their hands folded neatly
in their laps. Nobody needs to
see you tearing those tiny bits
of skin off from round your
cuticle, sucking them clean and
then polishing your bloody nail
stumps. You make me sick. 

Hugh Morris is a warning to us all

SocialPariah

I was a rather precocious child and
I’m sure that it meant I was quite a
handful when I was small.
Undoubtedly I asked questions that
had slightly awkward answers, which
is why my mother brought me, aged
nine or so, a book all about how bod-
ies worked. I don’t remember a great
deal about it, except that it was illus-
trated and told me what a tampon
was, so obviously it played a huge
role in my development. But I
remember one thing above all
things, even more than the cringe-
worthy description of sex that was

considered suitable for nine year old
girls. And this was the description of
beards as a ‘secondary sexual charac-
teristic’. ‘Beards’ and ‘sexual’ really
ought not to ever be used in the same
sentence.

I will admit that I am not an
expert on beards. For one, I’ve never
had a beard. Not even a little one. So
I can’t really make sweeping state-
ments concerning the possession of
beards. For all I know, it could be a
very fulfilling experience. 

But I spent most of last week-
end staring at beards, so I feel I
can make some statements
about them. Mainly that I, for

some reason, don’t really trust
beards. It’s an issue which has haunt-
ed my entire life. I used to cry every
time I saw my bearded uncle. It made
Christmases rather difficult.

Christmases were always a bit of a
problem, actually. Beards, in case
you hadn’t noticed, play a fairly large
role in a major Christmastime tradi-
tion. Because I obviously come from
a family that enjoys reliving painful
childhood memories, I am frequent-
ly reminded of the many times I was
presented to a jolly Father Christmas
and instead of hopping on his knee
and informing him what piece of
plastic crap I wanted that year, I ran
away in terror. 

Thankfully that fear has some-
what dissolved over the year, or as a
Philosophy student I would never be
able to step into a lecture theatre.
But I have been left with this strange
relationship with beards. Yes, I dis-
trust them slightly (who knows what
exists under there. God forbid it’s a
weak chin) but I also have this

strange fascination with them.
Maybe it is because there is this part
of me that is hoping that underneath
the beard they actually have a very
complex tattoo, which they’ve decid-
ed to hide under a thick beard for
years, until surprising us all after a
quick shave. This part of me is the
part known for completely fanciful
and stupid ideas. 

But I have as yet not properly
come to terms with beards, not real-
ly. I know that making claims about
any dislike I have for them is some-
what unsubstantiated, and may
make me sound like some sort of
massive beard-ist. Probably, it would
appear that the problem is with me,
and not with the beards at all. It’s not
beards’ fault that I paid too much
attention to a book I was given when
I was little.

Why beards give me the
screaming heebie-jeebies

SarahFoster
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by Dave Coates and Adam Hanley

Pope Benedict XVI Barack Obama

Who would you rather go for a pint with?

Round 1: Likelihood to get their round in

Benedict XVI, though well-known for his
kick-ass Mass, was no match for the mad
beatifyin’ skills of John Paul II, whose fat
partying habits saw the beatification of over
1300 people, including two former Popes
and Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu aka Mother
Theresa, a renowned Calcutta gangsta.
Given the previous Pope’s propensity for par-
tying down, the deep, wrinkled, sick-of-the-
mortal-coil bags under the reigning pontiff ’s

eyes are more likely caused by geeky late-
night scholastic debate than the kind of
shindiggery that made John Paul so dang
tired late in his career. Obama, on the other
hand, has raised hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in the past six months. Dude needs to
start caring for his homies. Barry wins this
round.

Round One: Obama. 1-0

Did you know that Leo X had an albino ele-
phant that spoke Latin? Or that Boniface VI
got all his Poping done in sixteen days? Or
that John Paul II could baptise five babies
with each hand? All things considered,
Benedict’s comparative potential for
astounding feats of awesome is pitifully lim-
ited. Obama, conversely, can cook the world’s
best risotto, sink twenty-five three-pointers
in a row, fight bears and win at politics. With

my own eyes I saw him heal my puppy’s
wounded paw with nothing but the purity of
his heart. His vision of a broken world unit-
ed is far too much for Benedict’s meagre
influence over the world’s Catholics. Obama
sweeps the final round, and fixes the debate
at a cripplingly disappointing tie.

Round Four: Obama.
Final Score: 2-2.

Ol’ Barack hasn’t had much success with the
ladies recently, and may prove an unwelcome
inhibitor to romance.  All his talk about hope
and optimism for the future is a sure-fire way
to knock a woman’s self-esteem far beyond
one’s league. The necessary brand of individ-
uality-crushing, submission-inducing seduc-
tion has been the demesne of Catholicism for
centuries, you’ll be knocking up peasant

women in no time flat. Plus, those robes?
P.I.M.P. Chilling with a dude with that
amount of bling is kryptonite to the ladies.
Sure, he’s no John Paul II, that player had
game, but Benny-D has a charm that can’t be
quantified by the number of beatified hon-
eys. Score one for Il Papa.

Round Three: Benedict XVI. 2-1

Round 2: Potential for awkward silences

Religion is out. Benny Sixteen won’t want to
talk shop after a rough day in the sepulchre.
And Politics should certainly be given a
respectfully wide berth. Given the pontiff ’s
fishing-buddy rapport with the current
President, GWB’s potential successor would
do well to conceal his extreme fundamental-
ist heathen Muslo-Protestant views. Did you
know his middle name is Hussein? Don’t go
there. It may be easier to figure out what

these guys could talk about politely. Weather
is fine. Sports are probably safe. John Paul II
was a mean goalkeeper back in the day, and
likely showed young Benedict how a real
pontiff saves. With his fists. Obama’s basket-
ball coaching manual, The Audacity of
Hoop, just doesn’t match up. Pope wins on
penalties.

Round Two: Benedict XVI. 1-1

Round 4: Potential for awesome

Round 3: Utility as a wingman

Name: Joseph Alois Ratzinger,
Born: April 16th 1927
Fighting out of: Vatican City
Division: Holyweight

Name: Barack Hussein Obama, Jr.
Born: August 4th, 1961
Fighting out of: Washington DC
Division: None, thanks

EitherOr



Seminar room. It is 10am.15minutes before
a seminar, MARK and DAN wait for JOHN
and JACK to arrive so the four of them can
prepare for a presentation.

DAN: Why are they so late?
MARK: Not sure. John was out last

night.
DAN: Was he really drunk?
MARK: Well, he’d had a pint.
DAN: So, yes.That means we won’t

see him all day now. I could kill
him sometimes.

MARK: I think he went to Ziggys.
DAN: Why on earth would he do that?
MARK: Dunno. Last I saw of him he was

running down Micklegate,
shouting ‘Yeah! Ziggys! I’m
going to put it in someone’s
brown.’

DAN: Whose?
MARK: God knows.
DAN: Boy or girl?
MARK: God knows. I think he stayed at

Jack’s. Have you called him?
DAN: Yeah.
MARK: And?
DAN: Phone’s off.
MARK: Have you tried Jack?
DAN: Same.This really pisses me off. If

they want to spoon then that’s
fine, but do they have to do it
when we should be working?

MARK: I think it’s quite sweet.
DAN: You would.
MARK: You’re just jealous
DAN: Oh, shush.
John and Jack enter together.
JOHN: Hey. Sorry. I feel like shit.
DAN: You look it.
MARK: Did you go to Ziggys?

JOHN: Yeah. It smells like death.My
mouth tastes like a hamster’s
died in it.

MARK: Did you, uh,‘put it in anyone’s
brown?’

There is an uncomfortable pause.
JOHN: No.
JACK: He tried.
JOHN: You wish.
DAN: I’ll have sex with you. I haven’t

had sex for ages.
MARK Me neither.
DAN: True.
JOHN: I’m not gay.
JACK: Hah! I mean, yeah.
JOHN: I’m not.
JACK: Oh.
There is another uncomfortable pause.Dan
picks up the photocopied poem.
DAN: (Slightly too loudly) So. Canto 3.

John and Jack, that’s you two.
Let’s go line by line.Mark, you
and I will do the next canto.

MARK: Where are we going from?
JACK: (Points at the text) Here. It’s my

line.
JOHN: Okay.
Jack shuffles the paper and takes a breath.
JACK: I love you.
MARK: What the…!Woah.
They all stare at MARK.
DAN: No, that’s his line Mark. It’s in the

poem
JACK: You just interrupted us.
MARK: Shit, right, sorry. I thought…
DAN: Go again.
JACK: Okay.‘I Love you…”
JOHN: ‘I love you too, but I’m going to

have to mace you in the face’
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Alexander Wright

Our relationship

guru tells it like it is

My boyfriend
doesn’t love me.

What should I do
to win him back?
I’ve tried kidnapping
him, and I’ve tried
drugging him.

Kidnap and drugs?  Where
is your originality, your
guile? Kidnap and drugs?
You are going about this
in absolutely the wrong

way. It is not a matter of “winning him back”,
really that’s just an embarrassingly desperate
pursuit. You must make him want you and
need you with such a desperate desire that
he would even boil a bunny in your honor if
you so asked.

First, tell him after careful considera-
tion you completely agree that it is time you
go your separate ways. That you’re so glad
he’s brought this up first because you honest-
ly didn’t know how to tell him that for the
last few weeks you’ve found it difficult to dis-
tinguish between him and a dead fish. Say all
this with a sweet smile on your face, pat him
on the head and say you look forward to
being friends. A couple weeks later, make up
some pretence for crashing at his place for a
couple days – rat got stuck in your drain
again after one of your housemate’s freak
outs, etc etc. 

While there, ensure that the fridge is
stocked with beer, the cupboards replete

with Doritos and salsa and a Nintendo Wii
or Playstation or some such gadgetry safely
nestled beside the TV. 

When he returns from a long, hard day
at the library, chuck him a beer and con-
troller and tinker around with some Pro Evo
while wearing nothing but a lacy negligee
(you explain that your tripped-out house-
mate wrapped the rat in your pajamas before
shoving it down the drain pipe, and you have
nothing else to wear). 

Cook for him on the second day. Don’t
let him feel like it’s for him; tell him you’re
just making yourself a lobster and chips
snack. Get it shipped in if necessary. Shag
him on the third day. Wake up on the fourth,
shake his hand, tell him thanks its been fun,
empty the fridge, pack up the Wii (leave the
pro evo disc) and slam the door behind you.

In 48 hours he’ll be all over you like
white on rice.

What if he still says I’m a psycho?

Then you’re a fool who can’t follow simple
instructions and are, frankly, a lost cause.
Join a convent and try asking what Jesus
would do instead.

Ok. So I’ve won him back. What if I don’t
want him any more?

You have two options. One involves a body
bag and the campus lake. The other is to
suck it up and go with it; you’ll just want him
again if you end it. Do try to make up your
mind before you send me questions in
future.

You’ve been a great help. Thank you so
much.

Damn straight - Dalai Lama has nothing on
me. 

DeFacebook

AlmostOverheard

AuntieSara
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“I
t is the most difficult decision
I have ever had to make, and
probably will ever have to
make,” Claire*, a softly spoken

2nd year humanities student, explains
to me. “To choose a particular path in
life, and reject another path, a path that
involves a potential living person, a
path that would change you so utterly
forever; that’s a really hard thing to face
at our age. At any age, for that matter.”

One in three women will choose to
have an abortion at some point during
their lives, making Claire just one of
the hundreds of thousands of women
who yearly decide to terminate an
unwanted or unexpected pregnancy.
Yet for many the subject remains taboo,
clouded and distorted by misconcep-
tions and highly emotive images of
aborted foetuses. Most people avoid
discussion of the topic, either for fear of
offending people, or out of a lack of real
understanding of the matters at hand.

Recently, however, the debate has
been brought firmly to the fore of
attention when the Human
Fertilisation and Embryology Act was
recently re-opened to further amend-
ments. Amongst other suggestions con-
cerning embryos and IVF, various MPs
submitted several proposals to cut the
time limit in which abortions can occur
from 24 weeks to 12, 16, 20 or 22
weeks. Appropriately, MPs were given a
free vote (according to their conscience
rather than a party line) on the matter.

Conservative MP Nadine Dorries,
is one of the louder voices in the pro-
amendments group. Her evocative
retellings of her experience as a nurse
holding the result of what she terms a
‘botched abortion’ have convinced
many of her argument, which largely
rests upon the premise that she
believes, “a baby has rights. Those
rights kick in if that baby were born
and it would have a chance of life, and
if it feels pain as part of the abortion.”
For many, this was the crux: could a
foetus, currently legal to be aborted at
latest at a gestation of 23 weeks, other-
wise live if allowed to be born?

Conservative MP Edward Leigh
fanned the flames of the controversy
when he said “in modern Britain the
most dangerous place to be is in your
mother's womb. It should be a place of
sanctity… 98% of abortions are social…
It is a bleak picture of modern Britain...
I believe we should give that silent
child a voice.”

"It really bothers me,” Claire sighs

As the abortion debate hits the headlines, Venetia Rainey talks to students on both
sides to try to understand the issues behind perhaps the most sensitive of taboos

The

*Certain names
in this feature
have been
changed to
protect 
identities.

MATT GRUM



how pregnant you were by when your
last period was. I was already 12 weeks
by that time, which meant that I had to
have a surgical abortion instead of the
less invasive medical option.”

Her story is by no means uncom-
mon. MSI quotes irregular periods,
changes in domestic or relationship cir-
cumstances, and delays in the various
stages of referral involved in the NHS
route as the principal reasons for why
women present themselves for late
abortion.

“I was incredibly lucky,” Claire tells
me. “My mum supported me one hun-
dred percent, and paid for me to get it
done privately at a Marie Stopes clinic
in central London, which took a matter
of days. I’ve heard horrible stories
about how long it can take to get the
two signatures you need for an abor-
tion on the NHS, and the waiting time
to get the appointment itself. I would
have gone out of my mind if I had had
to wait weeks to get seen.”

Anne-Marie Canning, the current
YUSU president, is a staunch support-
er of the union’s controversial Right to
Choose Fund, which provides financial
aid to University of York students or
students’ partners who find themselves
pregnant. The fund covers both abor-
tion costs (done privately) and the var-
ious costs involved with having a child,
from pre-natal care to babysitting. She
told me a similar story: “A student had
approached the clinic on campus and
they had been quite slow in dealing
with the case. She came to us and we
were able to facilitate [her abortion] as
soon as she wanted it; [the fund] is
very quick and efficient, and really
helps students to access abortions
when they need them rather than leav-
ing it later and later and later. They go
to Marie Stopes in Leeds and we offer
to go with them… I think it's really
important that we offer that support as
well. Getting the two doctors to sign off
and things like that can be a really dif-
ficult experience for students.”

Students are clearly one of the
most vulnerable groups in society when
it comes to an issue like abortion.
Financially unstable, without perma-
nent residence, often in full time stud-
ies and still learning how to live with-
out parents, the average student would
be poorly equipped to bring a child into
the world. For those like Claire who
make the decision to terminate their
pregnancy, the claustrophobic world of
campus can feel like a particularly hos-
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when I ask her what she thinks of the
then undecided debate. “You know, all
these old conservative men. What
would they do if their teenage daughter
became pregnant by accident, that’s
what I’d like to know.”

Perhaps the most noticeable thing
about the political debate was the
absence of any real consideration for
the people who feel the effects of such
laws most keenly: the women who, for
one reason or another, end up choosing
to have an abortion. The words of the
campaigners busy speaking on behalf
of the voiceless unborn children
drowned out those who should surely
have been given centre stage.

Marie Stopes International, one of
Britain’s leading private reproductive
health agencies commented that not
only was late abortion incredibly rare,
accounting for just under 2% of all
abortions conducted in 2006, but also
that “the foetus has become the centre
of the debate, to the detriment of
women.” They emphasized that no
over-arching judgement could possibly
be made. One partaker in the research,
aged 21, who had chosen to have an
abortion at a gestation of 20 weeks,
said: “People have a lot of different cir-
cumstances… until you are put in the
situation yourself you can’t really judge,
you can’t say what’s right or wrong
until you’re there.”

Claire agrees whole-heartedly
with this. “It is so much easier than you
would think to end up having a second,
or even third, trimester abortion. My
periods have always been fairly spo-
radic, so when I didn’t have one for two
months, I wasn’t that worried. I did a
pregnancy test, because I was seeing
someone at the time, but it came out
negative. I even went to the doctor a
few weeks later when it still hadn’t
come, but the pregnancy test I did
there came out negative as well. She
told me that all sorts of things like
stress can delay your period, and that I
shouldn’t worry, because that would
postpone it further, so I tried not to
think about it.” 

She pauses, biting her nails. “It
was only when my breasts started to
feel really tender and heavy, and I
threw up one morning that I really sus-
pected anything. I burst into tears in
front of the health centre nurse when
she told me. I’ve never felt so lost and
alone in my life. When I eventually
rang up Marie Stopes to arrange an
abortion, I was told that they judged

tile and judgmental environment. “I
didn’t know who to tell, to be honest,”
said Claire, looking into the distance.
“Everyone, all my best friends, every-
one I would normally go to for help… I
felt were completely and utterly
removed from my situation. Just days
before I had been moaning off-handed-
ly about crap… now I felt like I was the
only one in the whole world, or at least
my whole world, who understood my
situation. I felt like any reaction my
friends could possibly give would be
ridiculously insufficient… In the end,
when I told some of them, they were
amazing, and the more people I told,
the less of a big deal it felt.”

The first step for most will be the
University Health Centre. Usually, only

if two doctors agree that an abortion is
necessary can the termination go
ahead. This process of referral only
applies to the NHS route (which
accounted for 87% of abortions carried
out in England and Wales in 2006), as
patients are able to self-refer if they can
afford to take the private route. The
result is that for the majority of women
who find themselves with an unwanted
pregnancy, their mental and physical
fate rests in the hands of two GPs, each
of whom will have their own personal
opinions on the issue of abortion.

A Marie Stopes investigation into
the attitudes of General Practioners to
abortion revealed that just under a fifth
of randomly surveyed GPs described
themselves as anti-abortion. Women
seeking abortions therefore may well
be being discouraged or delayed by the
first person they will properly turn to
for help, their GP. One doctor said they
felt that: “GPs have to lie and say it is
detrimental to mothers’ health. when
actually it is a social abortion.” 97% of
all abortions in England and Wales in
2006 were performed on ground C,
that “the continuance of the pregnancy
would involve risk, greater than if the
pregnancy were terminated, of injury
to the physical or mental health of the
pregnant woman.

For many, the obvious conclusion
is to scrap the need for doctors to give
their approval to women seeking abor-
tion. It can be, in cases where the
process is hindered by obstructive
practitioners, extremely dangerous and
distressing for those involved. One 24
year-old woman speaking to Marie
Stopes said, “[the doctor] wasn’t very
nice at all… she said to me, ‘What about
adoption?’ and I said I really couldn’t,
and she just said that there were so
many women that wanted kids and I
was being selfish.” Scrapping the refer-
ral system remains a highly controver-
sial issue, one which is seen by the pro-
life lobby as a descent of society into a
state where people can are free to pick
and choose their own morality.

Fighting this descent, as vocally as
possible, are the Christians. Not every
Christian is anti-abortion, and not
every anti-abortionist is Christian, but
there is definitely a very strong correla-
tion. For them, the argument is not
about the pregnant woman, but about
the foetus, and its rights as one of God’s
living creatures.

Joseph, a Christian 3rd year at the
University of York, is one of the

‘He said: “If you have sex, you
should accept the consequences,
like if you choose to do archery
you accept if accidents happen”

>>

right to tough choices

Opposing pro-life and pro-choice protests face each
other outside the Houses of Parliament on May 20



the responsibility they have when they
do have sex.”

Claire finds the opinions of the
pro-life lobby particularly hard to deal
with. “It seems to me that the main
point of the pro-life argument is that,
according to Jesus, the moment an egg
is fertilized, however it happens,
whether it’s carelessness, a broken con-
dom, or even rape – its life is instantly
of greater value than that of the moth-
er’s.”

For Joseph, it’s a matter of putting
the foetus’ right to live over the
woman’s right to choose. “I would
always choose life over choice,” he says.

It is at this point that the debate
comes back round to the question of
whether a foetus, or even an embryo,
should be given the full rights of a
human being. The basic definition of
alive in biological terms is an organism
that can move, respire, be sensitive to
stimuli, grow, reproduce, excrete, and
feed. But this is not necessarily helpful
in determining at what point the
embryo/foetus can be deemed human-
ly alive, and ultimately the debate
becomes one of personal beliefs and
morals, with meaningless bits of sci-
ence drawn in from all sides. Most pro-
life groups use, as evidence for their
case, emotive ultrasound images of
fully-formed foetuses apparently smil-
ing, or facts about how much they can
feel in the womb from a very young
gestation, pointing especially to the
stress response exhibited when inva-
sive procedures occur to the womb.

Michael Appleton, a University of
York 2nd year and chair of the York
Labour Movement, was educated at a
Catholic school, and recalls similar
messages being pressed upon him.
“During the GCSE period we were
introduced, supposedly impartially, to
the issue of abortion… one moment
sticks in my head when we watched a
video called ‘The Truth About
Abortion’… they took an abortion of
about 22 weeks which is very late and
showed bits of babies in tubes. It was
very, very harrowing. Our parents had
to sign a consent form to let us watch
it… There was another video called
‘The Silent Scream’… those videos were
so horrifying that I don’t think there
was anyone who could actually defend
the practice of abortion in the face of
such horrifying images… there were
montages of babies heads in medical
containers. It was nauseating, and it
really quite upset me.” So did he feel
that, because of this education, he was
now anti-abortion? “I took the line that
I was going to keep my eyes open about
it… It was just a constant bombard-
ment of ‘you can talk about abortion,
and we will have the discussion, but at
the end of the day, we’re right. It is
completely abhorrent.’”

“I don’t think, however,” he contin-
ues, “that [religious arguments] are
very helpful to the abortion debate. I
think we should take it away from the
so-called moralistic argument. We
can’t have a national system of morals
in this country because everyone has
different morals.”

The poignancy of such images,
however, is often hard to ignore. “When
I went to [get the abortion]… they do
an ultrasound scan, to check how far
along you are,” Claire explains to me. “I
didn’t want to look, because the idea of
seeing it made me feel a bit sick. I knew
I was making the best choice for me at
the time. I didn’t want to be swayed by
the image of something which I knew
wasn’t properly alive yet… the scans
just have so many connotations,
through films and stuff, that I didn’t
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thousands of people who is completely
against abortion for such reasons. “It
stems from being a Christian and valu-
ing human life. The Bible says that
God knew us before we were even knit-
ted in our mother's wombs, which
means that a foetus is a person, so it's a
life and therefore if you kill it, it's mur-
der. Women get very up-in-arms about
their right to choose, but I think ulti-
mately the child’s [right to] life is more
significant than her right to choose.”

I ask him whether he thinks there
are ever exceptions to this rule, for
example, if a woman conceives after
she is raped. “The abortion is still
wrong because its still a child, whether
she chose to conceive it or not. The
child still has a right to live. Yeah, the
woman has a right to choose but that
right was taken away by the man, so
now the child has rights as well as the
woman. Choosing one person's rights
over another is a bit dodgy in my
mind… We have this thing where we
allow one person’s right to choose to
override somebody’s right to live; we
have no death penalty or euthanasia
and yet we are allowed to kill people
before they have even breathed their
first breath.”

“So many abortions nowadays are

social and economic abortions, as
opposed to medical abortions… If you
had sex and you got pregnant… then
you should deal with the consequences.
Like if you choose to do archery, you
accept the consequences if accidents
happen; if you play the game then you
take the risks and you accept the conse-
quences.”

I ask him to qualify what he

means by ‘social abortions’, a term
bandied about a lot by people debating
abortion. “Its choosing not to have a
child because you weren’t ready yet,
you didn’t plan it; your parents might
find out and then they’ll know you’re
having sex; people getting pregnant
before they are legal and not wanting
to get into trouble…” He tails off,
before finally adding, “We need to put
more effort into letting people know

want to confuse myself. I did look
though. I wanted to make sure that I
was directly facing up to my decision.”

The House of Commons Science
and Technology Committee addressed
the issue of foetal feeling, concluding
that, “while the evidence suggests that
foetuses have physiological reactions to
noxious stimuli, it does not indicate
that pain is consciously felt, especially
not below the current upper gestation-
al limit of abortion.” Further, they also
commented that there was a need to
distinguish “between conscious pain
(which is perception of pain with an
emotional response) and subconscious
pain (which is a physiological stress
response to a stimulus).”

The darkest part of the whole
issue is the part kept behind closed
doors. “The actual process?” Claire hes-
itates, before inhaling deeply. “Well like
I said, I had to have a surgical abortion.
I was really distraught at first… ideas of
invasive processes and stuff running
through my mind. But then I heard
from someone who had had an abor-
tion a few months before that the med-
ical abortion is really painful and lasts
for days, and my mum said this way it
would be over quicker. I felt better
hearing that. The people at the clinic
were really nice, even if the place itself
was really sanitary. I had to go into a
separate room from my mum, where
only the patients were allowed to sit…
it was all blue reclining chairs and soft
music… then I had to put this hospital
gown on and go into the procedure
room. I don’t remember much from the
actual process. I was drugged up on a
local anaesthetic, so everything is real-
ly hazy.” She stops again to look out of
the window momentarily. “It hurt.
That’s all I remember. I think I
screamed out. I think I was told to
relax. All I could think afterwards was
whether they had got it all out. I was
drowsy for the next few hours, and
nearly fainted on the way out of the
clinic. I just wanted to be with my mum
at home. I would never have been able
to do it here at university… I just want-
ed it to be separate from everything
else in my life. I think it worked out for
the best actually, now when I look back
I don’t associate it with anything here
in York. It’s just a detached, awful
memory… it doesn’t define me, and I
don’t feel the need to talk about it. It’s
just there, a choice I made in my life
due to a set of circumstances. That’s it.”

At this point, the debate can go no
further. For some, there will never be
any question of the existence or value
of the life of the embryo or foetus. For
others, such a persuasion will be unin-
telligible when put against the multi-
plicity of reasons why women, in the
best interest of not only themselves,
but also their unborn child, choose to
seek an abortion, at whatever gesta-
tion. 87,674 18-25 year-olds in England
and Wales had an abortion in 2006.
Who in society has the right to tell
someone what to do with their body,
how to perceive a bundle of cells, or
how the rest of their life should be
lived? “The point is,” says Claire, “that
in modern society, every individual has
a right to make their own choices,
rather than have someone else’s choices
impressed upon them. No one makes
the decision to have an abortion lightly.
They just make the choice which, at the
time, they think is best for them.”

“It’s essentially an issue of morali-
ty,” she concludes quietly. “and I don’t
think anyone should have the right to
choose my morality. That’s my right.
After all, I’m the one who has to live
with my choice, no-one else.”  

“At school during our GCSE’s they
showed us a video where they
showed us bits of babies in tubes.
It was very, very harrowing.”

MATT GRUM
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Behind the scenes at Fifth Gear
Michael Brunsden spends a day filming with Channel 5’s premium motor show

I
arrive with Tom Ford, the main
presenter, to meet the rest of the
cast. He passed his driving test on
the third attempt (like all driving

greats), and after being told that he
was “too mad” to work in the Top Gear
office, “got drunk at a party, marched
up to the Director of Fifth Gear and
said ‘I’d be really good on telly.’ Three
weeks later I was signed and I’ve been
there ever since!” Tom is now a free-
lance journalist who works as a con-
tributing editor for Top Gear alongside
Fifth Gear. His favourite car that he
has ever owned is a Vauxhall Monaro
VXR.

At eight exactly, Vicky Butler-
Henderson, who founded Fifth Gear
in 2002 with Tiff Needel, arrives. She
started driving at the tender age of 12
and was a Silverstone instructor by 17.

Tiff Needel, according to Tom
Ford, “is like your dad, but a dad that
can drive an Austin Allegro sideways
round a corner.” Tiff co-presented Top
Gear till the BBC cancelled it in 2001,
after which he moved, along with most
of the cast and crew, to Channel Five.

Jason Plato, a British Auto racing
driver (who now lives in Monte Carlo)
was British Touring Car Champion in
2001. Like Tom Ford, Jason was
injured during the filming of Fifth
Gear last year when driving a Caparo
T1 (which goes from 0-60mph in 2.5
seconds) which caught fire at 150mph. 

Finally, Johnny Smith arrives,
who writes for publications including
Car, Zoo, and Max Power and has
owned over 50 cars despite being 28,
ranging from a 1977 Mk1 Golf diesel to
an Austin Allegro with a V6.

8AM
Filming started at 9am. To take advan-
tage of the weather they decided to get
as many of the outdoor links as possible
filmed. The sound technician Gordon
Nightingale, gave me some wireless
headphones in order to be able to hear
the dialogue throughout the day.

For each section, the director
blocks the action for both the presen-
ters and the cameraman so that every-
one knows where they need to be
(essentially walking slowly through the
action whilst reading the script). It is
the producer’s job to check for word
accuracy; he spends the whole day with
his headphones on and in a quiet corner
so that he can follow the script meticu-
lously. If they change what is said from
one take to the next, he has to notice, as
the wrong information could cause fur-
ther repercussions down the line.

Three cars needed to be filmed
during the course of the day. First up,
two quite practical family saloons – a
Mitsubishi Lancer and a Mazda 6 – in a
head-to-head competition feature
called, ‘It’s new but is it any good?’ The
cost of the car, fuel economy and its sty-
lying for it’s purpose are all considered.

The other car was a Corvette Z-06,
a huge rear wheel drive beast that can
catapult you from 0 - 60mph in 3.7 sec-
onds, and with a price tag of £70,000 is
fairly reasonably priced for a car that
can reach just under 200mph. In
essence it is a practical supercar: the
engine is at the front, leaving enough
room at the back for some light shop-
ping, and the handling is good enough
to trust it in an inner city high rise car
park. When I was allowed to drive it, it
did feel quite big and heavy, and the left
hand drive found me opening the door
every time I wanted to change gear. As
a twenty year-old entrusted with the
key fob to a supercar, I also struggled to
trust its keyless entry system.
Apparently when you walk a metre
away from the driver’s door it locks
itself, but with a car worth that much I
didn’t really want to risk it.

By eleven o’clock we had finished the
exterior shots and moved on to car-to-
car tracking. This involves removing
the back two seats of an MPV (multi
purpose vehicle), clamping in a cam-
era and harnessing a willing camera-
man. The two cars for the ‘It’s new but
is it any good?’ section are taken out
onto the road and a sequence of shots
of it overtaking the tracking car are
filmed. The whole process only takes

about 10 minutes for each car, and out
of that they use short 10 second clips,
interwoven with interior shots filmed
on a mini camera mounted on the car’s
dashboard. When you see the interior
shots of the car being driven, you don’t
realise that sitting in the car with the
presenter is a cameraman in the pas-
senger seat watching a monitor on his
knee, and the producer in the back
checking the dialogue!

9AM

11AM

After lunch we only had a
few more links to film, all

of which were interior shots to be filmed
in Ace café, the Fifth Gear base. As the
café was open for business during the
day, we did get the odd person walking
into the shots just to get themselves on
television, but on the plus side the action
in the background helps to give the illu-
sion of an informal, relaxed environ-
ment without having to pay for extras to
sit in a café all day! I was even privileged
enough to be one of those extras (series
13, episode ten, six minutes in, that’s my
right arm holding that glass of coke).
The afternoon was much slower than
the morning, and by the time we
wrapped for the day at about three in the
afternoon, everyone was tired and in
need of a well-earned rest. That day they
found out that the ‘powers that be’ had
given them another series, meaning that
in just under a month’s time they would
be back again to film some more.

2PM
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‘Soldiers around you, kicking,
spitting, screaming, swearing’

Moazzam Begg spent two years of his life imprisoned without charge by the US
military. He speaks to Nicky Woolf about life as a detainee of the war on terror

“I
opened the door to several
people. None of them were
identified. None of them
asked who I was. They put a

gun to my head, pushed me to the fore-
court of my house, tied my hands
behind my back, tied my legs, put a
hood over my head and carried me to
their car.”

There is a pause, and Moazzam
Begg’s face darkens as he recalls the
night in January 2002 when he was
“picked up” from his home in Pakistan
by the US military and taken to a mili-
tary holding site. He was then moved to
a former Soviet base at Bagram used to
house terror suspects designated
“Enemy Combatants” in the War on
Terror. 

After a year at Bagram, he was
transported to the high-security facility
at Guantanamo Bay, where he spent
two more years. He was released and
returned to Britain in January 2005.
No charges were ever brought against
him, and he never faced trial.

I ask him what first went through
his head when he opened the door to
the soldiers. “Surprise. Shock,” he tells
me. “Everything happened so fast. I
didn’t say a word, I didn’t actually say
one word.” He blinks slowly, then cor-
rects himself: “I saw them going
towards the room where my wife and
kids were, and I said ‘don’t go in there.’
That’s when they put the hood over my
head. I was completely stunned. I did-
n’t know what to say at all. They didn’t
say anything to me either. They just
came in, pushed me to the forecourt,
put a gun to my head. I saw tasers
crackling in the background. I didn’t
know who they were... It is extremely
frightening when you’re on your knees,
hands behind your back, hood over
your head. The first thought that comes
into your mind is, someone’s going to
blow me away.”

Moazzam Begg, who grew up in
the Sparkhill suburb of Birmingham,
has every right to be angry. But he is
strangely calm when retelling the story
of his capture. “I was in the car.
Somebody lifted my hood and took a
photograph, and I could see it was a
Caucasian person dressed in a
Pakistani style with an Afghani cap, in
a way that no Pakistanis, no Afghanis
would wear it. He looked funny.” 

He laughs, without a trace of bit-

terness. “I laughed to myself. It was
like, ‘look at this guy; he looks like an
idiot. He’s not fooling anybody.’ When
he spoke, it was evident that he was
American. He produced a pair of hand-
cuffs, put them over my - already-
handcuffed - hands, and said ‘I was
given these by the wife of one of the
September 11th victims to catch who
did it.’” Begg smiles. “Then, I knew who
they were.”

I ask why he was picked up. “The
reason I was detained is two-fold,” he
tells me. “Firstly, during the 1990s I
had made several trips to Bosnia and
Herzegovina and openly supported the
Muslims there... I believe my MI5 file
was built from that point, and was
handed over later to the Americans.
The second part is much more blatant.
The US government dropped leaflets

all over southern Afghanistan and
northern Pakistan offering bounties
for people that were handed over. They
said that you could earn yourself a
complete new life; all you need to do is
turn over people that you suspect.”

“Americans don’t know
Afghanistan,” he continues. “They don’t
know the villages. They don’t know the
tribal customs and the rivalries that
exist within that feudal society... So
when they would do these ‘swoops’ on
people, it would be based on local intel-
ligence. This doesn’t take into account
that these people sometimes hated one
another, there were tribal feuds going
on for decades. People would often say
‘this guy is anti-American, give me the
reward,’ and hand him over. The over-
whelming majority, me included, were
handed over extra-judicially like that
for a fee, for a bounty.” Begg smiles. “I
still don’t know how much they paid for
me, but I like to think it was a substan-
tial amount.”

A lot of the time, Begg uses
humour as a way of defusing the bleak-
ness of the stories he has to tell. I ask
him if this was something he developed
as a way of dealing with his incarcera-
tion. “There were several situations
that were extremely humorous,” he
replies, “that sometimes the Americans
wouldn’t recognise. They think: ‘These
people are detainees; why would they
want to laugh? What’s there to laugh
about?’”

I ask for an example. “The only
noise you hear at Bagram,” he replies,
“other than the screams, was when they
[the American soldiers] used to put on
their own music. When they put on
their own music, it was often country
and western, because these units were
from the southern parts of America.”
He grins. “I can’t stand country and
western. So, I’d shout out ‘please turn
that crap off. We’ll talk, I swear.’” He
spreads his arms in an expressive
shrug. “And they wouldn’t laugh!”

I ask what the day-to-day routine
would be during his incarceration, and
his face darkens. “It’s hard to actually
think of the daily monotony, because it
gets me extremely depressed.”

He continues: “Guantanamo is
different to Bagram. In Guantanamo,
the cells measure 8 foot by 6 foot. That
means that you take one, two, three
steps and there’s a wall. And you turn

around, one, two and three and there’s
a wall again. So if you imagine doing
that pacing for a few minutes, hours,
days, weeks, months, years...” He paus-
es. “The thing that used to recur in my
mind was the word animal.
Continually, I used to say animal, ani-
mal, animal, animal, animal, because it
reminded me of when I used to go to
the zoos. You come to a point after
you’ve had all those difficult periods
where you bang your head against a
wall, punch, kick, scream, shout, tell
people that you’re innocent – nobody
cares – and then you resign yourself to
your fate. You become that thing that
you said you never would.”

“But for me,” he continues, “it was
almost an empowering process. I said,
how can I possibly benefit from this sit-
uation? I’m in a room, in a cell. I can’t
see light, I’ve got nobody to speak to
other than American guards. I’ve got
no communication with the outside
world. I’ve got very little to read other
than the Qur’an and few books. I made
lists of everything I ever wanted to do
or have done in my life,” he continues.
“Lists of every country in the world,
lists of every capital city in the world,
the periodic table of the elements... and
I wrote lots and lots of poetry, all with
the tiny pen that they gave me, which
had to be no more than 2 inches long,
as anything longer could be used as a
weapon. A lot of the detainees didn’t
have pens like I did. Some of these
detainees scratched out their poems in
polystyrene cups with their fingernails.”

To my surprise, rather than
hatred, Begg seems to harbour a kind
of fondness for some of his captors.
“They did make a difference,” he tells
me, “because some of them were decent
ordinary people. National Guardsmen,
reservists, people who didn’t really
want to be soldiers, but they’ve been
activated into full-time duty... A lot of
those guys were students who had
joined the army so that their college
fees would get paid. In a sense I
became the confidant of these guys,
and vice versa. I remember on one
occasion an American soldier, only a
young guy, broke down in tears because
his wife had left him. Those sort of
things, those sort of communications
took place quite regularly. It’s bizarre to
think of it, because one’s a jailed Enemy
Combatant, the other’s his jailor. One’s

“I still don’t know what the bounty
was that the US paid for me,”
Begg smiles. “But I like to think it
was a substantial amount”
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in orange, and one’s in khaki.”
“The guards in Bagram,” he says

when I ask how this compared to where
he had been before, “consisted of full-
time active units. The difference was
the marines, the badass hardcore tough
marines. Their attitudes were com-
pletely different.”

“You weren’t allowed to walk or
talk or to get up or to do anything with-
out permission,” he continues. “If you
did, if you refused to follow orders, you
were taken to an isolation part at the
front of the cell, and your hands were
tied above your head with a chain, like
so,” Begg spreads his arms above his
head, “and they were tied so tight that
you’d have to be on your tiptoes, so if
you relaxed a little bit then all the
weight would make the chains cut into
your wrists.”

I ask him what it was like when he
finally got to go home, and am taken by
surprise when he laughs. “That was so
funny. We were put on this coach with
blackened-out windows, we were
shackled, just in case we escaped on the
way to freedom, and there were about
40 American military policemen on the
coach with us, for security. When we
arrived the British had come to recieve
us, but the padlock key had been for-
gotten by the American soldiers. Which
was so funny, because then they started
swearing at each other, it was brilliant.
So then one of the soldiers came along
with this huge pair of wire-cutters, and
snapped off every padlock. That was it.
When I was handed over to British cus-
tody there were no handcuffs, no atti-
tude, there was nothing at all. They
brought me newspapers, magazines
and crisps and chocolates and things I
hadn’t seen for ages.” He pauses. “It was
all very British.”

A tremor in Begg’s voice betrays
his emotion. “The next morning I went
to my lawyer’s house, and that’s where
my father and my lawyer and my wife
and my kids were waiting for me.” Begg

pauses, seeming lost in reverie for so
long I think he’s finished. Just before I
ask another question he speaks again,
and his tone is subdued, saddened,
almost apologetic. “Um. It wasn’t that
emotional for me.” 

“It is now, when I’m talking about
it,” he hastily adds, “but it wasn’t at the
time. I had steeled myself during those
years, to keep sane. My tears had dried
up. I think that the hardest thing for
me was the children. The eldest daugh-
ter, she was 6 at the time, now she was
close to 10. I had been able to pick her
up in the air and throw her and catch
her when I saw her last, and I couldn’t
do that any more. She was too big.”

Begg thinks the mindset, and the
actions, of the War on Terror have done
much more harm than good. “The
argument [that the US use] is that
because this is an amorphous enemy,

the rules have to change.” he says.
“Imagine this Afghani guy, this villager.
He has this beard, and this long hair
and so forth, because that’s part of his
tradition and his religion. When a per-
son is brought into detention, the
process they have to go through is that
you are taken and dragged through the
mud with your hands tied behind your
back. Your clothes are ripped off with a
knife, there is a whole circle of soldiers
around you taking photographs, kick-
ing, spitting, screaming, shouting,
swearing, dogs... it’s known as the
‘shock of capture’.” 

“So then he eventually gets
released,” he continues. “He goes back
to the extended family, and the extend-
ed family is what makes up a clan, and
the clan makes up a tribe and the tribe
makes up the nation. That’s
Afghanistan. So when he goes back he

tells not just his extended family but
the whole nation. Six years after victory
was declared in Afghanistan they’re
telling us that  that the Taliban is on the
rise. Simple answer is: It’s not just the
Taliban any more.”

Begg’s logic is chilling. I ask him
what he thinks should happen next. “A
lot of it is about exerting pressure. It’s
about attrition, it’s about working at
the seams and dragging it down.” 

Since his incarceration, Begg has
committed his life to campaigning to
end the practice of detention without
trial that took so much from him. “The
existence of Guantanamo today is
untenable. I do think that they will
close it. But the problem will still
remain about the ghost detention sites
and the secret detention sites.” He
looks at me plaintively. “How do you
get to uncover that sort of stuff?”

Moazzam Begg
was ‘picked up’
at gunpoint by
the US military
from his home
in Pakistan

“The only noise you heard other
than the screams was when the
soldiers put on their own music. I
can’t stand country and western”

GEORGE LOWTHER



When in the workplace for the first
time, it’s easy to worry about small
things, so Partridge gave us some tips.
“I forget people's names all the time
and I think you quickly develop a
means of dealing with these situations.

In the first few days in a new role,
forgetting names is almost inevitable -
induction tends to be a whirlwind
process - but after a month it begins to
get embarrassing. Just remember the
name of the person in charge (and the
person who is most likely to clear up
after you when you mess up)! Being
late is really not a good idea when try-
ing to make a good impression, so
apologise directly.” And remember, if in
doubt about what to wear, a suit always
shows you’ve put in the effort.
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Competition for graduate jobs is intense. Antonia Shaw and
Liam O’Brien show you how to stand out from the crowd

W
ork experience is essential
for the vast majority of
careers. It’s extremely
important to distinguish

yourself from the bevy of other candi-
dates inevitably throwing themselves at
every available graduate job in your
career field, whether it be law, medi-
cine, journalism, PR or any one of a
host of others. Along with getting the
best degree you can, helpful,
researched and specific work experi-
ence or internships should be at the
forefront of your mind, regardless of
whether you’re a first year, or at the end
of your degree without a fixed job offer.
We spoke to Robert Partridge, head of
the University of York’s Careers service,
and employees of Law and PR firms
involved in sifting the best new gradu-
ates from piles of application forms,
searching for professional, informed
advice on the best way to go about get-
ting work experience, and how to make
a good impression when you’re there.

There are a number of approaches you
can choose when trying to get a work
placement or work on a graduate
scheme. If you’re looking to get a place
on the scheme of a large company like
KPMG, it’s important to get your foot
in the door early on. Partridge com-
mented “Most of the bigger employers

have structured work experience
schemes, subject to rigorous selection,
and I would expect that places on the
majority of these go quickly”. 

Even if an application to presti-
gious, competitive employers doesn’t
result in success, “There is a wide array
of national schemes, such as the Shell
STEP scheme which places students
with small and medium sized enter-
prises, and some of these may still be
recruiting.” Before enrolling on a
scheme, however, or if your work isn’t
catered for by a particular scheme, or if
you simply require highly specific work
experience, approaching companies
yourself can be a daunting idea,
Partridge offers some key pointers. “Ad
hoc experience may arise from friend

WHAT CAN GO WRONG?

Step 1 - Approaching
companies

As with any job, it’s important to know
your rights whilst on work experience.
Partridge said “I would expect an
employer to treat anyone engaged in
work experience in exactly the same
way that they treat any other member
of staff, but note there is a difference
between work experience (where the
student is actively working for the
employer and should be recompensed
for their work), work shadowing (in
which the student is simply observing
work practices) and volunteering,
which is a value adding activity of a
philanthropic nature.

Being aware of your rights can
make you confident, and sure of not
being unfairly treated. The Disabilities
Act and sexual harassment laws are
still applicable for you. So, if you feel as
though you are being victimised, be it
sexually or racially, go straight to your
line manager and register a complaint.
Thankfully, such occurrences are rare,

but if you are unlucky and find yourself
in an awkward or upsetting situation, it
is important that you report it. A good
line manager will, most likely, be very
grateful to hear the complaint as it will
allow them to deal with the relevant
member of staff and ensure such occur-
rences don’t happen again.

You also have a right to be given a
basic health and safety code for your
work place. The extent of this will differ
from placement to placement based on
the requirements of the work place, as
a hospital, for example, will have a
greater need for this than a standard
office. Wherever you are working, you
should be aware of the location of neat-
est fire exit and who the resident first
aider is. Most companies will ensure

you receive this, to cover their backs as
much as yours.

For longer placements, you should
receive grounding in the companies
policies regarding sickness and person-
al leave and may have to sign a contract
regarding such information. Make sure
you read any contract through thor-
oughly before you sign it.  Although

‘Forgetting names is almost
inevitable - induction is a
whirlwind process. It can get a
little bit embarassing though.’

you have the same, basic worker rights
as everyone else, it should be noted,
that whilst you are on a work place-
ment, it is highly unlikely that you will
be entitled to any staff benefits. This
means that you will usually go without
wages, pensions, health packages and
the like. If you are lucky, your tempo-
rary employer may offer to cover travel
and possibly even your lunch expenses,
although they have no obligation to do
either. So you may have to be prepared
to tighten the purse strings just a little
bit.

It’s important, of course, to exer-
cise a bit of common sense and not to
quote your rights at your employer the
moment you aren’t unamused by
something you hear in the office. If you
don’t feel that you’re fully conscious of
safety issues in the office, or feel mis-
treated, don’t hesitate to say so.

HOW TO WRITE A CV

Step 3 - The Do’s and
Don’ts

Though work experience is invalu-
able for your CV and can be a great
opportunity to build contacts for
future employment, many people
find that their experiences are not
just unhelpful but uncomfortable as
well. I spoke to Kate Taylor, a first
year psychology student, about a
classic case of a bad work placement
in a company office.

“I’d been interested in graphic
design for a number of years, so I
sent an application form and a CV to
a company that created emblems for
shopping malls and animatronics
that a friend had recommended to
me. When I went into the office I
noticed that apart from a lone recep-
tionist I was the only female, and I
felt slightly intimidated.” 

Her first day set the tone for the
rest of her placement, and she didn’t
feel at any time as if she was a true
part of the office dynamic: “The
office was quite sleek and looked
professional, but I received no train-
ing or tutorials, even though I was a
complete stranger to graphic design
and only had a basic idea of what the
company did. I was sat in the office
from 9:00-5:30 not knowing what to
do. I was told I could ask questions if
I needed help, but when I asked they
were ‘busy’ and it took forever to get
their attention. I was given a little
portfolio of things to do and sat
down at a desk isolated from most of
the office. Things did look up
when I was sat next to a friendly
guy that preferred to chat to me
than do work, but he was
involved in a car crash that
evening so I didn’t see him
for the rest of my time
working there.” 

The rest of Taylor’s

placement was a mixture of
embarassment at feeling superfluous
and sheer office tedium. “I basically
did a few tea runs and did trial and
error on Photoshop for two weeks.
No-one talked to me except when I
told a colleague my brother had the
updated version of Photoshop and he
asked for a copy of the disk. They
treated me as if I was incompetent
but I realise now I’d just had no
training. I felt really belittled. They
would give me a character or
emblem to design, then a profession-
al would design the same thing and
they would emphasise how their’s
was better. But of course it would be.
The whole thing reminded me of the
TV show, especially the way it was so
dull, and when I had to listen to an
hour long leaving speech for one of
the workers I actually just had to
laugh at the whole experience.”

Taylor said that the experience
put her off pursuing graphic design,
which she had previously considered
an option for her future, so perhaps
there’s some use in bad work experi-
ence. Remember, though, to not let
one office of unhelpful
people divert your
whole career plan.

Whether you’re applying for a place on a gradu-
ate internship or want to prove your credentials
when trying to get work experience, a competent
CV is a huge advantage. It’s a notoriously tricky
prospect, trying not to downplay your abilities
but attempting not to sound boastful. Advice on
writing CVs is everywhere, and the best way to
go about it varies depending on the company
you’re applying to and whoever you get advice
from. What was gleaned though, from the law
professional we spoke to, is  that, regardless of
whether or not a potential employer asks for
one, “Send a polite, neatly handwrit-
ten letter along with a CV. A person-
al touch is usually appreciated.” 

Julia Conroy, our PR
expert, explains that sounding
enthusiastic is key: “If you are
naturally talented in your field,
then your application should be a
doddle. Nevertheless, be warned,
don’t get carried away and create
too much spin, or you could fall
flat on your face.” Once your CV is
sorted, she suggests that you send

it to as many companies that could potentially
offer you appropriate work experience as possi-
ble, for example, in PR, “you can either send it
to PR agencies or, if there is an industry you
particularly wish you to work in, you can apply
to the PR department of a relevant company.”
She summates by saying “having work experi-
ence on your CV will give you a head start in
getting interviews.” 

You should remember a few golden rules
when writing a CV: those transferable skills you
got told about at university open days - empha-

sise them, along with anything that
highlights your personal skills so as
to come across as a human being.
Double check the spelling, style
and grammar. Also, try to make
sure that there’s nothing that
could lead an employer to ques-
tion the validity of your CV, like
unexplained gaps in employment
history,  or invented A*s.
For further information on creat-
ing a CV or application, go to
www.york.ac.uk/services/careers

Getting ahead: your
guide to work experience

and family networks and cold calling,
but cold approaches need to be very
well researched. It is important not to
forget opportunities literally on your
doorstep: for example, each year, a pro-
portion of students find summer work
in research related activities within the
University.” The University can’t be
relied upon to do everything for you
though. Partridge adds “The University
does not operate any formal work expe-
rience schemes, insofar as I am aware.” 

To get an employer’s perspective
on filtering applications, we asked a top
QC for some general advice. “It’s com-
mon sense to explore all branches of a
profession before making a more spe-
cific choice. The main thing is to do
your research.  Most good companies
maintain websites which will give an
overview of the type of work done.” 

We also pressed him on the best
time to apply. “As vacations are obvi-
ously popular,” he answered, “places in
law firms (and I’d assume everywhere
else) tend to get overfilled during those
months. A telephone call might yield
dividends as to when is the best time to
apply.”

Julia Conroy, of PR and marketing
agency Kitcatt Nohr, emphasised the
importance of work experience. She
said: “Aside from forging useful links, it
demonstrates to employers your com-
mitment and genuine interest in the
field. By taking a short work place-
ment, you could decide if this really is
the career path for you. Conroy advises
students to apply for work experience a
few weeks before their holidays start.
That way you may get a head start over
other students jostling for prized

places.” The message is clear, then,
apply at the right time, force yourself to
make those all-important phonecalls,
do your research,  and keep an open
mind in case the particular field you get
work experience in doesn’t fully live up
to your expectations.

WORK EXPERIENCES
Michael Appleton

Working with an MP
I’ve been working for
Angela Smith, MP for
Basildon, for a year now,
and over this summer I’m
working full time for her. To get work
in this field, I just wrote to Labour
MPs in my local area and Angela
picked me up. The work involves writ-
ing press releases, the occasional
speech, case work and attending sur-
geries. I’d even recommend it to peo-
ple who aren’t interested in politics.

Peter Campbell

Newsnight
Over the Easter break I
worked in the high-pres-
sure Newsnight studio
gallery. I used a contact
who worked for the programme to get
in touch with the deputy editor, so I
didn’t have to go through the BBC’s
application process. I worked long
days, starting with the planning meet-
ing, where ideas about which stories
are dicussed, and ending with running
the next day’s papers to Paxman.

Qi Qi

Rolls-Royce
I’m working as part of a
team of manufacturing
engineers. I applied to a
scheme called ‘Year in
Industry’, which takes on people before
and during University and gives them
paid experience. They send out your
application form, and then you have to
pass an interview process. Since being
here, I’ve been treated like any other
engineer, and I’ve built up a huge list
of high-profile industry contacts.

‘Aside from forging useful links,
work experience demonstrates
to employers your commitment
and interest in their own field.’

Step 2 - Rights during
work experience
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The art of the social outcast

T
he waiting room is silent.
Opposite me, the only other
occupant of the room looks over
and smiles. “Is this your first?”

he asks. “No,” I reply proudly, “my sec-
ond.” The man opposite me is knocking
sixty and getting the next stage of a
large design extended across his upper
back and shoulder. 

I got my first tattoo, an Arabic
inscription across my stomach – in typ-
ical teenage style, the day after my 18th
birthday. Today, I am getting my second
on the inside of my left arm,  already
formulating the design for a third. But
what is it that makes me pay out £60-
£100 a time to decorate my body in
quite a painful way associated with
punks and rebels? Tattooing as a form
of body modification and art (however
you view it) dates back 4000 years, with
famous individuals to succumb to the
lure of the ink including George IV, who
was tattooed in Jerusalem in 1862, and
encouraged his sons (including the
future George V) to follow suit.

The more recent history of tattoo-
ing has been dogged by social taboo,
especially during the last century.
Considered the domain of social out-
casts and as a form of bodily desecra-
tion associated with prisoners, crimi-
nals and counterculture, the tattoo
industry was often forced underground.
Instead of being considered art, the
practise was actually made illegal in
mid-century New York. Today, however,
tattoos have become more popular than
ever, and what was once the shady
domain of the outcast has become far
more mainstream and socially accept-
ed. Techniques and hygiene are vastly
improved, and tattooists are viewed as
craftsmen worthy of their own niche in
the artistic community. This revival can
be traced to the cult of celebrity, with
stars like  Angelina Jolie and David
Beckham making it fashionable for peo-

ple to adorn themselves with what was
once considered a cheap and hideous
form of bodily graffiti.

Despite this shift in public percep-
tion of tattooed individuals, tattoos still
fascinate me, and the way in which peo-
ple act when they discover your decora-
tion. Early in my first term at university,
I was discussing the subject with a fel-
low tattooed housemate when a friend
piped up that he couldn’t understand
what we saw in them. On my return
home with my new design freshly inked
yesterday, I asked him again what he
thought. “I can see why people get it, as

a form of decoration, but I wonder
whether it’s worth the money and the
pain. There are other ways of making
yourself beautiful, so I don’t see why
this way is necessary.”

My friend’s words sum up what
seems to still be a prevalent view
amongst the non-inked. There is still an
air of mystery and intrigue as to why
individuals like myself feel it necessary
to adorn the body in way culturally
descended from and often still associat-
ed with society’s outsiders.

The use of tattoos as a form of gang
identification has been employed for
years – members of the infamously vio-
lent Filipino B N G (Bahala Na Gang -
translated as “Come what may”) gang
have question marks tattooed on their
bodies, and it is common practice for
Californian street gangs to have tattoos
of their area code. As well as a form of
identification, these tattoos are highly

symbolic of a dedication and commit-
ment to certain people, be they gang
members or best friends from school.
The lifelong nature of tattoos illustrates
your connection with and feelings
towards the individuals they relate to. 

As a tattoo snob. I believe all tat-
toos have to in some way ‘mean some-
thing.’ My first, the Arabic inscription,
is a  personal mantra written by a close
friend. My latest consists of three stars,
each a different design, symbolising the
different characters of myself and my
two sisters. Although the aesthetic
appeal of my tattoos is, of course,
important, what they represent is of far
greater significance to me.

The lifelong nature of tattoos is the
aspect most questioned by those who
don’t have them. The idea of a lifetime
commitment is daunting, and the fear
of a change of heart or attitude towards
a design often puts people off.  “Yeah,
when I’m old and flabby, I probably
won’t really like mine very much,” my
friend Annabelle claims, “but it’ll have
aged with me, as my friends’ will have
done too, and it will still remind me of
them, and that’s what matters. It’s the
association rather than the image itself.”
She is flexible in her attitude. “Until I
had mine done, I always subscribed to
the view that they had to mean some-
thing, hence mine. But now I realise
there are two different types of tattoos.
One, you get not because you want
something to show off, but because it
means something, and the other is a
tattoo as an art form.”

Tattooing for merely decorative
purposes, although hardly a new phe-
nomenon, has gained credibility and
popularity, with a surge in tattoos in
recent decades. The plethora of butter-
flies adorning women’s hips proves tat-
toos can be simply an attractive orna-
mentation. First year student Claire
Kirby described how she feels these are

the safest option when getting a tattoo.
“I got mine done for my 18th birthday. I
wasn’t too sure what I wanted, just that
I wanted to get something done, so I
looked at some design books and
described the kind of thing I wanted. I
don’t believe tattoos have to mean
something, and sometimes in the long
run it’s better for it not to have a really
significant meaning. Feelings can
change so easily, but with a design that
you just like, you can simply enjoy it for-
ever and it it’ll never get old.”

I realised that beyond the emblem-
atic and decorative functions of tattoo-
ing, there is another, social function.
What started as a brief chat about body
art between friends soon became an
afternoon’s discussion, as we wiled away
two hours and alienated all our other
housemates from the room. I realised
that in getting tattooed, you join a com-
munity of people, that by inking your
skin, the marks act as a social signifier
that you are part of a group who have all
also taken that step into alternative
adornment. And it is the alternative
nature of tatoos which truly seduces. 

Whatever pretty little stars Sienna
Miller gets inked onto her perfectly
curved shoulder blades, the legacy of
tattooing will always remain in the
‘alternative art’ category, connoting
social rebellion, deviance and outlaw. In
getting a tattoo, one shares in this lega-
cy and feels part of a defiant, highly
individual and expressionistic culture
that few of us ever partake of otherwise.
It’s the novelty and thrill of self-expres-
sion through such a medium that holds
such an appeal for us.

And so, sitting in the waiting room
of Ruby Arts at the top of a Micklegate
studio, politely conversing with a tat-
tooed pensioner, I feel thoroughly out of
place yet utterly thrilled with my new
adornment. We should all experiment
with this intriguing art sometime.

‘The legacy of tattooing will
remain in the ‘alternative art’
category, connoting social
rebellion, deviance and outlaw.’

Now on her second tattoo,  Sian Turner argues for body art as a form of expression

LOWER PHOTOS BY MATT GRUM
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Gospel of
the wild girl

R
ejecting Catholicism, living in
a libertarian commune, par-
taking in theatrical demon-
strations, refusing the OBE,

winning the W.H.Smith Literary
Award, losing her mother: Michèle
Roberts has led a full and often shock-
ing life. Now the University’s Writer in
Residence, the strongly feminist
Roberts appears at first to be shy and
reserved, but my conversation with this
most talented of writers, after a lifetime
of strong ideals and feeling perturbed
by the social injustices around her,
leaves the impression of someone with
considerable impulse and resilience.

Roberts was invited to apply for
the position at York after resigning as
Emeritus professor of creative writing
at the University of East Anglia. “A
friend of mine said to me that artists
shouldn’t have power over other artists,
and I realised I completely agreed,” she
elucidates. This exemplifies her strug-
gle with authority. I ask her about her
youth, which she talks about with
enthusiasm, including breaking away
from a Catholic family. “I felt that the
Church was very misogynistic, very
anti-the body and sensual delight and
anti-people thinking for themselves.
Women really are seen as lesser than
men in the Catholic Church.” 

An emphasis on the sensual and
the experience of women is evident in
her writing and in her own life. This
manifested itself in demonstrations in
her youth. “One of the demonstrations
was at the Miss World competition. We
all wore black and had flashing light-
bulbs in our armpits. We were just
mocking the thing: it wasn’t anti-beau-
ty or anti-women, it was just to ques-
tion why these guys had the right to say
who is beautiful and who isn’t. And it
was more fun making protests via
street theatre groups because of that
carnivalesque atmosphere with quite
violent comedy. I found that much
more interesting than just saying
‘Down with so and so’.” She spoke of the
feminists she most identified with:
“Germaine Greer seemed to me like an
individualist. I was in a very much
more socialist libertarian group. We
believed in women being together, we
didn’t have ‘stars’. I felt closest to
French philosophers like Helen Cixous
and Luce Irigaray because they were

wrote back on the spur of the moment
saying I can’t accept this,” she says. “I
don’t think the government should
reward writers, I think it’s better to be
independent of them. I didn’t like the
thought of going to Buckingham
palace and curtseying to the Queen.
I’m a republican and I wouldn’t do it.”
Robert did accept a French equivalent,
the Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des
Lettres, which she claims is  different:
“France is a republic, and you don’t
have to go curtsy to someone.” 

Her writing career has been
immensely successful: a Booker nomi-
nation, critical acclaim from esteemed
press outlets and a stream of successful
books in four different decades. I ques-
tioned her on the philosophy of cre-
ative writing she employs in both her
own work and in her creative writing
classes, that of writing, instead (as is
traditionally advised) of about what
you know, about what you don’t. “I
realised that if I wrote about just what
I knew, I might be writing about a side
of my life that I approved of, and
maybe that could be quite smug or bor-
ing. There’s a part of ourselves which I
call the ‘unconscious imagination’, and

it’s where we put all the impulses we
don’t approve of, or all the things we
doubt –it’s a real goldmine for a writer.”

As her career continued and her
success became greater, ‘Daughters of
the House’ was recognised by the 1992
Booker panel. “I did yearn to win,” she
says “but it was so amazing to be short-
listed. It does feel as if there’s a circus
going on for the audience, as if the
writers are being thrown to the lions”.
Her books were not received in the
same, warm manner by her conserva-
tive parents, however. “I don’t think
they wanted to believe in the critical
acclaim, they just wanted to see them
as filthy. My mother, in her dying
weeks, was saying about ‘Paper Houses’
[recently published set of memoirs]
‘Ooh, I’m not going to like that book’”. 

I ask Roberts to look back on her
young self, and think about the woman
she is now. “[I was] idealsistic, radical
and determined, an artist in disguise. I
was very scared of how much I wanted
to be an artist and how bold that felt.”
Seemingly, her spirit hasn’t gone, she
simply evaluates that “I must have got-
ten a bit better at taking criticism. I’m
writing for the people that read me.”

trying to develop a kind of post-
Freudian thought about women.” The
idea of togetherness as women culmi-
nated for Roberts in living in a libertar-
ian commune. “It was very difficult,
very idealistic. We all tried to share
everything: housework, clothes, lovers,
beds, possessions and it was very hard
to live up to such ideals. I’m pleased I
did it – it was a necessary thing for me
to get away from my old life.”

Maturing, though, affected her
perception of certain aspects of femi-
nism and her attitude to social injus-
tice. “When I was a young woman I had
to say what I thought in a very strong
way, believing in new and radical ideas
because the world was so terrible for
women: we had to be outspoken and
angry to change attitudes. I was more
simplistic in my thinking. My extremes
of anger have mellowed a bit. I still get
incredibly angry about things, though –
date rape, for example, which is not
treated seriously. I get very angry about
the way rape is used as a weapon of
war. I get very angry about the way
some women are trafficked into prosti-
tution and forced to become sex slaves.
I get very angry about the way anyone
can think you can buy sexual pleasure,
really, and not know it’s a fake.”

Conflict between liberal ideals and
a world that makes carrying them out
immensely difficult is something that
Roberts encountered “when I worked

briefly as a librarian for the British
council in Bangkok in 1971-72. I hadn’t
realised, because I was rather naïve,
that we were implicated as supporters
of America’s position in the Vietnam
war. I thought the council’s existence in
those days was to back up the Foreign
Office, so you were purveying British
culture and showing it was interesting.
I anguished about it a great deal.”

Her anti-authoritarian spirit lives
on though, notably when refusing the
OBE for services to literature. “I just

Prizewinning author and York’s
Writer in Residence Michèle Roberts
talks to Liam O’Brien about radical
feminism, Catholicism and the OBE

“I don’t think my parents really
wanted to believe in the critical
acclaim, they just wanted to see
the books I wrote as filthy. ”

Though Roberts
has matured,
her ideals
remain strong.



Ice cream - it can be “happy” food...

Someone please administer copious
amounts of Ritalin to Gordon Ramsay. I’ve
just watched ten minutes of the F word
(which is “Fuck” by the way) and I feel sick.
There is not a single camera shot which
lasts more than 3 or 4 seconds, and Gordon
constantly pops up like a crack-addict jack-
in-the-box to shout garbled cooking
instructions at me, his traumatised viewer. I
had to channel-zap just to find the M & S
advert to help calm me down.

But, never fear, summer isn’t about
angst-ridden nights in with Gordon. It’s not
even about the M & S lady (even if she does
seem to want you to have sex with a pud-
ding). Summer is about getting outside,
thinking you’re too cool for the sun to burn
you, barbeques and The Beach Boys.

Most of all, it’s about ice cream. Don’t
believe Sex and the City – ice cream is not
only for the recently dumped. It’s happy
food and, as I found out, very easy to make.

Before I start, I would like to admit
something: this recipe is stolen almost in its
entirety from Nigella Lawson. To avoid
being sued, I’m going to change it a little bit
and add, for good measure, that she’s much
more pleasant to watch than ram-it-in-
your-face Ramsay.

So, take two pomegranates and a lime,
and squeeze their juices into a bowl. Swirl it
anti-clockwise for 17 seconds. Then repeat,
this time clockwise. Add one and a half
cups of powdered sugar and whisk to dis-
solve. Add two cups of heavy cream (not to
be confused with double cream) and whisk
until Everestine peaks form in the pale pink
mixture. Put it all in a lidded plastic tub
and lob it in the freezer for at least 4 hours
(or overnight). That is all.

Nigella would like you to have saved
the pomegranate seeds for sprinkling. But
you didn’t read ahead, so they are safely in
the bin. Chop up a banana, and chuck on
other stuff that crunches – like roasted nuts.

Lastly, find a video camera and a guitar
and make your own M & S advert. This isn’t
just Nigella’s pomegranate ice cream. It’s –
insert name – ice cream. Convinced that
you are sex in-an-apron, you will enjoy your
homemade ice cream all the more.

THE RECIPE

Food&Drink

Food, cocktails and art all merri-
ly hand in hand. The project of
two sisters, VJ’s is found in one of
York’s sneaky little corners. It’s
ideal to escape the hubbub of
Parliament Street. Vj’s emanates
bohemian flair, and is small
enough to feel homely but not so
small that you would never get a
table. The atmosphere is casual
and laid back – as stylish as the
staff and as friendly as their serv-
ice.

The food is ideal for the
hungry student - choose a
healthy salad or wrap (for the
conscience of the summer body),
or fulfil an unbearable desire for
a burger (which strikes even the
best of us at times).

Such easy lunchtime food is
relaxed without being neglectful,
and fresh, crisp ingredients and
little luxuries such as fish are
included to maintain the quality
and integrity of dishes - which
are genuinely very tasty. The
generous portions are cheerfully
priced and presented with
thought and care, as colourful as
the art on the walls. There is a lit-

tle garden to the rear which is
good on the art front too - pink
paint and stenciled graffiti prints
are sporadically sprawled across
almost every surface and offer a
kaleidoscopic backdrop to your
dining that is positively vibrant.
At night, you can sip a cheeky
alcoholic beverage, perhaps a
cocktail or imported beer,
against more art illuminated on
the walls outside.

Italian restaurants are like
Italian operas: there’s a lot of
shouting and arm-waving, but
the performance lacks subtlety.
You could be forgiven for think-
ing this if your experience of
Italian food depends on places
like Pizza Express or Bella Italia
– restaurants that employ thou-
sands of waiters whose only duty,
it seems, is to flirt with female
diners through the suggestive
medium of the comically-over-
sized peppermill.

But it is my experience, in
both England and Italy, that the
closer you get to an authentic
osteria, the less “authentic” will
be the behaviour of the waiting
staff. Portions are smaller –
sometimes distressingly so – but
a two-course meal should guar-
antee repletion and satisfaction:
plenty of 'molto' and just as
much 'gusto'.

L’Antica Locanda is such a
place. Our starters, I cannot
deny, were disappointing. A few
flaccid slithers of grilled veg-
etable cost me the equivalent of
three pints of mild bitter, and
Helen’s mixed salad was as unre-
markable as it was overpriced.
Nil points.

I was ready to fold at the
flop, but L’Antica’s chef had
pocket aces. In the finest tradi-

tion of Mediterranean cuisine,
seafood rose to the occasion. My
Misto Mare was a recipe from
the Adriatic coast – a busy circus
of prawns, mussels and fish on a
rice base, and swimming in a
well-seasoned potage of its own
infused flavours. Meanwhile,
Helen ate an entire sea bass
which was cooked lightly, per-
fectly, and came with a prawn
and olive accompaniment. As
good a pair of fish dishes as you
are likely to find anywhere. Dix
points.

The wine was good value –
or rather, the extortionate mark-
ups were no greater than you
would expect. Overall, L’Antica
just about justifies its high prices
with a charming, simply-fur-
nished interior and (if you can
get a window seat) its historic
location. I would say, “Don’t go
here on a tight budget”, but that
would be inconsistent with the
financial planning instinct of
most students, which holds that
while £20 towards a meal is
unthinkable, £30 on a sweaty
evening in one of York’s unbear-
able nightclubs is money well
spent.

So, d’ya know what! Go to
L’Antica. Treat your other half.
Have a liquid starter (I recom-
mend the Chianti) and a deli-

cious fishy main and return
home sober without vomiting all
over your the sleeping house-
mates. Just for once, pretend
you’re not a revolting student.

Over to Helen, who doesn’t
think you’re revolting:
Despite my fellow diner's dim
view of his contemporaries, I
would say that at least half the
restaurant was filled with fellow

members of the campus popula-
tion who I dimly recognised (no
doubt, James would claim, from-
some drunken incident in the
Ziggy's queue) who were wining
and dining with friends and
partners.

The prices were, however,
undoubtedly a little steep, and
it's worth saving this one for that
ever-so-special occasion.

Have you ever stared in obsessive
pseudo-worship at the Minster
while on LSD? No, me neither.
But, would you believe it, a small
Facebook group is dedicated to
doing just that.

It has only two members (so
the thrills of Gothic architecutre
haven’t penetrated all of our
campus’s drug dens) but it
sounds interesting, doesn’t it?
Doors of Perception type stuff.
Worry not, though. There might
be another, LSD-free way to
enjoy the glories of the West end.

Reeds Cafe is close enough
to the Minster to enjoy it, and far
enough from it, in the morning,
to be out of its shadow. There are
quite a few tables on the pave-
ment too, allowing you to take it
all in while sitting in the sun-
shine. But if it’s raining, go some-
where else. The inside is grotty
and unclean, and although it’s an
attempt at a “tea-room”, it’s a
poor one – more Little Chef than
Betty’s.

I had difficulty with the
service. It’s either grumpy and
Yorkshire, or smiley and

Bulgaria – either way they don’t
seem to be on the ball. I opted for
a Brie and Bacon panino (panini
is plural, didn’t you know) and a
fizzy, yes fizzy, orange. The pani-
no was OK – it came quickly and
with salad and Doritos, but could
have used some chutney. The
orange wasn’t fizzy so I hurled it
back at them and flipped over my
table, shouting loudly.

LSD, anyone?

2 POMEGRANATES
1 LIME
1-1/2 CUPS POWDERED SUGAR
2 CUPS HEAVY CREAM

RESTAURANT: L’ANTICA LOCANDA
ADDRESS: SHAMBLES
MENU: £20 -£25
REVIEW: JAMES MACDOUGALD & HELEN CITRON
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BAR: REEDS CAFE AND“TEA ROOMS”
ADDRESS: 30-32 HIGH PETERGATE
AVERAGE PANINO PRICE: £4.50
REVIEW: WILL HEAVEN
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BAR:VJ’S ART BAR
ADDRESS: 1 FINKLE STREET
AVERAGE DRINK PRICE: £4-5
REVIEW: HANNAH SMITH

�����

L’Antica Locanda’s location in the Shambles makes it the perfect
destination for a romantic dinner, even if the prices are a little high.

Recipe provided by Nigella. Send funny
recipes to foodanddrink@nouse.co.uk

WWiillll HHeeaavveenn

HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

27/05/08MM1166 Food and Drink
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ONESTOWATCH
by Liam O’Brien

TREND: NEOGOTH

DESIGNER: SARA LANZI

MODEL: ROSIE WHITELEY

DISASTER: NAUTICAL 

Then there’s the whole leather
debate; wearing the skin of an ani-
mal that happens to not be furry?
Leather seems acceptable though,
because it does not look like the cow
it came from. But then scotch eggs
hardy look like pigs, yet you won’t
find a vegetarian munching on them.
There is the practicality of the issue
though, leather is a durable sturdy
material whereas fur is, in a country
of mild climate, mainly worn for its
aesthetic quality. To solve that issue,
many people will only buy second
hand leather, benefiting from the
durability of the material, yet safe in
the knowledge that no animal dies
specifically for their use 

Yet even this moral sort refuse
to wear second hand fur. When
asked, they agree with the idea that
it gives off the wrong signal. One
comment echoed the PETA tag line;
‘I’d rather go naked than wear fur’. I,
however, would not. But for the time
being, I’ll leave my poor nylon coat
hanging in my wardrobe, sad that it
had to resemble such an unethical
fabric. However, if you do happen
see me sporting my coat and think
about reaching for the red paint,
please, save it for Anna Wintour.

sumption of meat, but this problem
does not translate to Quorn, which,
like fake fur, can look exactly like the
real thing. But why the disparity?
Perhaps the wearing of faux fur can
be seen as a ‘nod’ to real fur. In real-
ity, it is not as if the only reason I am
wearing faux fur is because I could
not afford the real thing, or because
I’m allergic to it. Perhaps the fact
that I am willing to wear faux fur
suggests that I have no strong objec-
tions to the real thing. 

The main factor pushing the
pro-fur side, is fashion. Anna
Wintour has been relentless in US
Vogue’s promotion of fur. This has
earned the magazine quite a bad
reputation amongst ethical groups,
resulting in Wintour becoming the
most targeted individual for cam-
paigns. But, as it is fashionable,
many celebrities have followed suit,
turning into walking adverts for fur.
And when our idols and icons are
promoting such a statement, it is
hard not to notice. Stars such as Jay-
Z, Kate Moss and Naomi Campbell,
who incidentally appeared in a
PETA campaign, have all turned to
the controversial clothing in the all-
important quest for style.

Irecently bought a faux fur coat,and, in the midst of Camden, I
was fine. However, step outside

of fashionable London and into York
and I am no longer fine. I am ethi-
cally unsound and mad. I feel eyes
turning upon me, judging me, not
because I am ‘different’ or ‘individ-
ual’, but because I am wearing this
most controversial of fabrics - fur.
And although it is clearly fake, it is
still able to conjure up great debate
wherever it goes. However, just
before I go running through the
streets screaming, ‘Save your red
paint for Anna Wintour!’ One has to
consider why there is such a pro-
found stigma attached to faux fur. 

There are plentiful anti-fur
organisations, the biggest being
PETA (People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals), who object
to the use of animal fur, some of the
most common being Mink, Red Fox
and Seal. Many animals are skinned
alive to get fur. This, of course, is
after being ‘trapped’, in some cases,
by a device for an average of 1500
hours before being collected, caus-
ing some animals to attempt to chew
off their own limbs in a bid to
escape. This surely speaks volumes
about how much pain these animals
are in. It really is absolutely horrific
and I cannot understand how people
can think that this is acceptable.
Doing the research for this article
alone has severely put me off even
thinking about real fur; just typing
in ‘animal fur’ into a search engine
will provide you with a feast of web-
sites, none of which object to giving
graphic detailing of how animals are
killed to get their fur. However, my
complete disdain for real fur some-
how does not translate into an objec-
tion to wearing faux fur. As a vege-
tarian, I eat ‘faux meat’, if you will,
such as Quorn or whatever else the
frozen section in Morrisons can offer
me. There are, again, plenty of peo-
ple who have problems with the con-

Fearful of wearing even a faux-fur coat around York campus,
vegetarian Charlotte Davey considers the stigma of fur. 

Tipped for big things by industry
insiders and online fashion bible
Style.com, contemporary art grad-
uate Lanzi ascended the ranks at
label Linea before going solo. Her
simple, wearable designs display a
restricted colour palate along-
side loud, clever and oversized
pleating. Lanzi beat 200 other
designers to win Vogue Italia’s
prestigious annual ‘Who is on
next’ competition, judged by the
publication’s editor, Franca
Sozzani, and chief buyers for
Harvey Nichols and Saks stores.

Originally hailed (as many are) as the new
Kate Moss, Huntington-Whiteley’s career
stagnated after initial promise, going from
walking for Basso and
Brooke, Elle covers and
Victoria’s Secret cam-
paigns to Topshop and
the Next catalogue.
Since being poached
by the Models1
agency, though, she
has flourished, and is
set to replace the
‘overexposed’ Aggy
D in Burberry’s
Autumn/Winter
campaign.

This versatile trend has been
interpreted in a multitude of
ways by innumerable designers.
Pugh reinvigorated the tradition-
al street goth idea, but more
diverse takes on the subculture
can be found both before and
after his emergence. Newcomer
Hannah Marshall finds
sophistication in matt black

PVC fabric, and McQueen’s last
RTW collection, an exploration of
the historical, the medieval and the
monarchical, using gothic and pagan
symbols to tie a broad spectrum of
influences together. Goth is every-

where from Mary-Kate’s haunted eyes to the
hilarious Sunday Times take on ‘Nu-grave’.

Rykiel and Gaultier used sailor-wear in
their recent collections, and perhaps
this high fashion influence, com-
bined with the fabulous Sweeney
Todd beach-gear is what gave the
high street licence to repeat this
trend. Really though, it’s the cold
hard cash. Topshop’s ‘Admiralty’

line was a top seller, and whilst the
clothes aren’t bad, churning out mild
variations on quite a niche idea year
after year shows the domination of the
business impulse over new fashion.

Style&Fashion

Left: Sharon
Stone in a
Fendi fox-
cloak. Right:
PETA protest
in New York

HAIR AND MAKE-UP Nina Sabey

John Galliano and make-up pro-
fessional Julien D’Ys  used
vivid colours to create a look

for  Spring-Summer
that demands atten-
tion; mixing ideas of
the historical and a
60s Pop Art edge.
Here’s a step by step

guide to achieving this pol-
ished and difficult new look. 
SStteepp 11:: FFaaccee
Carefully apply a satin finish
foundation for a flawless,
almost luminous look. 
SStteepp 22:: CChheeeekkss
If you feel that the
bronzer used on the
model is too harsh,

and think that the icy
blue and bubblegum

colours are a bit tacky, then you
could make the look less extreme
with a delicate rosy blush.
Something similar to ‘thrrob’, the
“turned on” face powder from
Benefit would be fine.
SStteepp 33:: EEyyeess
To create the Pop Art look, outra-
geous eye make-up is vital. To
achieve this refreshing blue colour,
try Rimmel’s new colour mousse
eyeshadow in arctic blue. As it’s a
mousse, the glitzy colour will not
only make eyes stand out but it
also means less smudges for those
hot summer nights. The wide eyed
look is obtained by applying fake
lashes and preferably liquid linear
to only the upper inner eyelids. 
SStteepp 44:: LLiippss
This look evokes a nymph-like

innocence, and contrasting icy blue
eyes with bubble gum pink lip-
stick, is a key component. For the
best results. try Mac’s Pink
Nouveau to get the shock factor.
SStteepp 55:: HHaaiirr
The hair should add an element of
Harajuku-esque cuteness. First,
comb through towel-dried hair,
apply serum and give yourself a
centre parting. Once the parting
has been perfected, blow dry your
hair before moving onto curling.
Next grab some Kirby grips and
pin up the ends of the hair to the
ears. When secure, curl the ends of
the hair with heated rollers or
tongs if you prefer, so that all curls
are facing opposite directions.
Most importantly don’t forget to
apply a lot of hair spray to finish! 



It was a surreal experience
being sat in a kitchen with a
friend, both wrapped in plastic

bags, having a sloppy yoghurt like
substance spooned onto our nip-
ples for the sake of ‘art’. Not some-
thing I profess to do everyday I
might add. But life casting is just
that. It is not a glamorous process.
Just messy, and very, very cold.

Brandishing the spoon was
York PhD student Tobi (who wish-
es to conceal his family name for
fears that his art may have nega-
tive reactions from employers in
the future). His house bears wit-
ness to the extent to which casting
is a part of his life. Components of
pieces set to be exhibited shortly
in a student exhibition in
Langwith College are scattered
everywhere. Hands and faces bal-
ance on shelves and torsos are
leant against radiators. And nip-
ples. Rows upon rows of nipples.

The nipples will be used in
probably his most controversial
piece entitled “We Feed The
World”. The piece plays upon our
dual perception of the female nip-
ple as both sexual object and
organic object that provides man
his first source of energy. 100 stark
white female nipples are set in a
jet black 10x10 matrix. Tobi says,
“It is supposed to look rather
offensive from a distance but I
want to get people to think a bit
further about the ‘double moral’
that exists in our society. Breasts
are a part of our natural system of
raising young, yet they are such a
taboo. Nowadays a woman is even
looked down upon if she breast-
feeds in public!”

Tobi says, “I am showing peo-
ple as they are; the casts are like a
frozen moment of time; a 3D
snapshot. You can pull a cast out
of your cupboard 20 years later
and say, “yeah that was me 20
years ago.” Tobi explained to us
how the casting process works: “I
begin by making a negative mould
of the model by building up a shell
of moulding material which when
removed creates an inverted
structure. Later this mould can be
filled with plaster/chocolate/wax
etc. and when that sets you are left
with a positive which is an exact
copy of the model. The surface can
then be altered to the desired

effect, smoothed or coloured or
given a stone effect.”

Seeing himself as part artist,
part craftsman, Tobi readily
admits that his artwork does not
require as much artistic skill as
other art forms such as sculpture
who create a lifelike form from a
solid block of stone. He sees his
role as artist as showcasing
nature’s art, saying, “I see casting
as showing nature as it is, a bit like
photography, capturing the natu-
ral beauty.” For Tobi casting is his
relaxation after a busy day study-
ing. He calls his work his “mental
relief ” saying, “after working
towards my PhD in front of a com-

puter all day long, often with little
visible progress, it is so refreshing
being able to hold something I
have made in my hands. Some
people do gardening - I do life
casting!”

Despite casting being prima-
rily a hobby Tobi is more than
happy to take commissions for
both males and females and
should be contacted at
tobi@philotes-art.com. Tobi’s
work is part of the student run
exhibition currently displayed in
the Norman Rae Gallery in
Langwith College. Entry is free to
all and the gallery is open 9am-
8pm on weekdays.

BOOK:HORSE LATITUDES
AUTHOR: PAUL MULDOON
REVIEW: DAVE COATES
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The opening line of Simon
Amstell’s show, “One year
ago, I went on a painful jour-
ney of self-discovery, and
discovered that the self does-
n’t exist", set the tone for a
show in which philosophy
and comedy combined to
ego-destructing but hilari-
ous effect.

Amstell skilfully weaved
together anecdotes from his
failed relationships, middle-
class eco-angst, and confes-
sional tales of his own lack of
empathy.

Central to his show is
the idea that we are a lot less
important than we think we
are. He recounts his reaction
upon receiving an elated
friend’s news that she is
going to have a baby. “Oh
really," replies Amstell. “You
know who else had a baby?
Everyone."

Amstell has described

his comedy as “the comedy
of guilt and awkwardness” .
Even his experiences of
being in Thailand when the
Tsunami hit are tinged with
feelings of embarassment. “I
would’ve run when I saw it
coming”, he tells us, “but
what if it had turned out to
be nothing? That would’ve
been really embarassing! So

I waited.”
Occasionally, it seemed

that Amstell, whose York
performance was part of an
exhausting tour, stuggled to
remember exactly where his
set was going. But even
those moments were han-
dled with perfectly balanced
mix of self-deprication and
sharp humour.
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The title of Paul
Muldoon’s most recent
collection refers to the
area north and south of
the equator where wind
becalms, threatening
ships with immobility
and stagnation.
Traditionally, the crew

would throw horses overboard to con-
serve food, hence the title. Muldoon is
notorious for the obtuse nature of his
work, but the referencing required to
tease out his meaning is a kind of explo-
ration itself, as the poet recovers words
and concepts of neglected or forgotten
richness. 

The opening sonnet sequence,
“Horse Latitudes”, gives a feel for the
rest of the collection, choosing the sites
of battles both historic and contempo-
rary, playing some astonishing word-
games while retaining a thoroughly dis-
arming sense of humour. “Hedge
School” displays his emotional strength,
as the poet navigates his family history
after learning of his sister’s cancer: the
poem lands on the crushing rhyme of
‘sis’ and ‘metastasis’. 

Horse Latitudes is a gripping point
of access to a body of poetry that
deserves attention.

The words ‘Marian
Keyes’ and ‘chick-lit’
complement each other
as perfectly as ‘cup of
tea’ and ‘biscuit’. Chick-
lit has, justifiably,
become a byword for
substandard, brain-free
beach reading. Yes, it’s

unapologetically aimed at women, and
yes, plot after plot is recycled. But no
such derisory criticisms apply to Keyes;
she wears her chick-lit label as if it were
haute couture.

Four women react very differently
to the news that politician Paddy de
Courcey is engaged to be married.  The
device of splitting the narrative between
the characters is one which readers will
love or loathe depending on their reac-
tions to each individual. There’s enough
recognisable formula , but it’s kept fresh
with inventive, yet plausible, twists.

Keyes is renowned for her unre-
lenting portrayal of ‘difficult’ issues.
True to form, the novel steadily unfolds
into a harrowing portrayal of domestic
violence, and the ‘Charming Man’ of the
title takes on an ironic significance. The
subject matter is upsetting, but thank-
fully Keyes is never heavy-handed.

Keyes’s latest is bound to be a best-
seller, and, for many, essential beach-
wear this summer. It might be enter-
taining, but it is anything but vapid, and
those in pursuit of something weighty
to read will not be disappointed either.

BOOK: THIS CHARMING MAN
AUTHOR: MARIAN KEYES
REVIEW: KIRSTY MCMILLAN
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ARTS IN BRIEF

‘We Feed The World’, a matrix of 100 cast nipples, ponders upon the crucial role of motherhood 

ArtsReviews

EVENT: SIMON AMSTELL
VENUE: GRAND OPERA HOUSE
REVIEW: HELEN CITRON
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YYoorrkk TThheeaattrree RRooyyaall

28-29 May 
Reading Room

30-31 May 
Ockham’s Razor

7-28 June 7
A Man For All Seasons

TThhee YYoorrkk MMiinnsstteerr

13 June 7.30 pm
Standing Stones
The Ascendance Rep -
Cathedral Tour 2008

DDrraammaa BBaarrnn 

WWeeeekk 66
The American Pilot
WWeeeekk 77
Truth and
Words
WWeeeekk 88
Phaedra

VVaannbbrruugghh BBoowwll

4 June, 6.30 pm
Student Action
Midsummer Night’s
Dream 

YYoorrkk CCiittyy AArrtt GGaalllleerryy

24 May - 7 September
Crying with Laughter

Amstell’s one night stop-off in York was impressive

Sarah-Jane Silvestermeets the man behind York’s Life Casting Exhibition
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TheatreReviews

Set during the Reign of
Terror in Eighteenth
Century Europe, The Scarlet
Pimpernel tells the story of a
quest to save France from
Madame Guillotine.  The
plot is meant to create an
atmosphere of suspense and
tension.  This production,
however, falls short of the
mark. 

Percy, the male lead,
was never able to shrug off
his foppish disguise, and
even in emotionally charged
scenes, he lacked the fiery
passion of his convictions.
Indeed, he seemed better
suited to the role of pan-
tomime dame than as
masked vigilante.

Despite his weak per-
formance, the show was
visually dynamic; the set was
simple yet dramatic with the
stage dominated by the

looming threat of Madame
Guillotine, whilst the light-
ing added an atmosphere
undelivered by the actors. 

Marguerite, the heroine,
was successfully portrayed as
an innocent girl caught up in
a world in which she did not
belong; however, for a for-
mer spy and stormer of the
Bastille, her depiction lacked
the mystery of a woman with
a past. Chauplin, the former
lover of Marguerite, was
played by a man old enough
to be her father though this
could have been overlooked
had the acting been more
believable.   

Despite the unconvinc-
ing performances of the
leads, the chorus brought
flavour to an otherwise bland
production, with the males
standing a league above the
rest.

PRODUCTION: POOL (NO WATER)/HOT STUFF
VENUE: DRAMA BARN
REVIEW:WILL HEAVEN
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PRODUCTION: THE SCARLET PIMPERNELL
VENUE: THEATRE ROYAL
REVIEW: BETH RIDLEY AND ISABELLA SCHOEPFER
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PRODUCTION:THE HOMECOMING
VENUE: DRAMA BARN
REVIEW: JIM DURDIN
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Rebecca Chalk and Charlie
Kirkbride have collaborated
to present an alfresco per-

formance of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream in the name of Student
Action. The idea was conceived by
Chalk, Derwent JCRC
Representative for Student Action,
who called Kirkbride and told her,
“I want to put on a play, and I think
it should be Shakespeare.” The two
put forth their proposal to direct a
performance of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, a Shakespearian
comedy “we think most people are
familiar with”, to Student Action
during the Easter holidays. 

It was approved in Week Two
of this current summer term. Thus,
the agenda was set: Chalk and
Kirkbride had three and a half
weeks “from audition to perform-
ance” to assemble a cast, direct the
play, and invite an audience of
schoolchildren aged from 7-13
years old, as well as the elderly res-
idents of Lamel Beeches exclusively
to their matinee performance. The
guests are from organisations
Student Action support through
volunteer schemes and projects. 

Mixing young and old in the

make-up of the audience reflects
how members of the cast are some-
what mismatched also. Indeed,
Kirkbride laughs about how
Oberon is played by a female
actress, Sarah Waite, and is in fact
noticeably shorter than the “sexy
Austrian” Katharina Auersperg,
who plays Titania. The production
boasts a 24 person cast, who collec-
tively represent every college at the
University, and various back-
grounds: “English is the second
language of two of our main char-
acters, and we have an American
Puck!” Furthermore, many of the
cast have no previous acting experi-
ence at all. 

Nonetheless, Chalk and
Kirkbride embrace the fact that
their production is “rough around
the edges” and somewhat “ama-
teur” compared to the typically
“polished” performances offered by
the Drama Barn. “We are not trying
to modernise Shakespeare in any
way”, Chalk claims. Kirkbride adds,
“the production is very simplistic:
all of our props are borrowed from
various places, or have been hand
made”. 

In fact, as Chalk and Kirkbride

go on to describe to me the “fast-
paced” and frolicsome nature of
their production comes across as
rather fun and charming. One
begins to imagine the background
of the dusky sky, and the fairy lights
illuminating the scene to create a
dreamy ambience during the
evening performance (which is
available to students). Kirkbride
explains how she envisages groups
of friends sociably “sitting on the
grass with rugs”, absorbing the
atmosphere, and watching the
actors leap about.  

Ultimately, the aim of the pro-
duction is to raise awareness about
the versatility of Student Action’s
projects . Chalk proclaims how fan-
tastic the process of directing the
play has been, and that getting
involved with Student Action
means that “you meet lots of new
people”. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
is completely free and open to all
who choose to join along
Wednesday Week 7, 6.30pm on
Vanbrugh Bowl. I for one am going
to be taking the organisers advice
and bring a picnic and, of course, a
bottle of wine.

Fidgeting to stay comfort-
able, I was aware this play
had all the potential to be
agonising watching. The
depth in this portrayal of too
many men communicating
too little comes from the
infamous Pinteresque preg-
nant pause, and if Anna
Pinkstone and Sally Daniels
hadn’t been directing this,
they would have been direct-
ing Film Noir, because these
were not just any pauses, but
slow-drag-on-the-cigarette
pauses. Though this weighti-
ness risked the line between
intense and painfully slow, I
was riveted.

Alex Forsyth’s decrepit
alpha male, Max, dominated
from early on, and Freud
would have had a field day
both his oft-wielded stick
and his upward-pointing
smoking. He and his three

sons were strutting pigeons
amongst which were thrown
the cat of  Ruth (Victoria
Lloyd). My highlight was
when Lenny (Jonathan
Kerridge-Phipps) moved in
for his first kiss; his  twitch-
ing eyebrow brought on hys-
terics. The psychological
realism of the first half mor-
phed into a surreal tragedy-
by-nymphomaniac as the
men - boxer, philosopher,
pimp and patriarch - became
worker bees buzzing for their
Queen. It hurt, perhaps
because their fall was just
realistic enough to be relat-
able for any man who has
surrendered too much to a
beautiful woman. A comic
twist came from Sam (James
Quelch), in the form of
clouds of talcum-power that
cascaded from the hair at
sudden movements.

Sherine El-Sayed meets the team behind Student Action’s Midsummer Night’s Dream production

Midsummer Night’s Dream’s cast rehearse in the sun on Vanburgh Bowl

Mark Ravenhill likes to
shock. He wrote The Cut –
performed last year in the
Drama Barn – and now
brings us Pool (No Water),
which makes extensive use of
the word “cunt”. Shocking
indeed – and suitable, when
it was first performed in
2006, only “for those aged
over 16”. Tom Powis, Danie
Linsell and Alexander G
Wright (director of award-
winning Metamorphosis)
play three junkie bohemians
who witness (and re-enact)
an accident at the house of
their more successful friend.
Jealousy and hatred inspire
them to attempt a very dif-
ferent sort of art.

The three were convinc-
ingly self-absorbed, with
Linsell standing out as the
most lubricious. Director
Mark Smith and his techni-

cal team, should be com-
mended for adding gel to a
truly sickening performance
with music, lighting and the
superb use of projection.

The second half is
another one-act play, Hot
Stuff by Hannah Davies.
Linsell and Powis play a
bickering couple reliving a
holiday. Davies masterfully
creates atmosphere, using
her characters’ arguments to
quickly draw a picture of
who and where they are.
Powis was exceptional as the
weak-minded, yet angry,
husband. And Wright, it
seems, is more comfortable
as a smooth-talking Arab
bad guy than in bohemian
mode.

Even if the chairs on
stage occasionally become
distracting, Hot Stuff is over-
all, very entertaining

MICHAEL BRUNSDEN
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It seems that the United States
may be on the verge of electing
its first black president. A slew
of minor and major celebrities
from the music world certainly
hope so. From indie giants The
Arcade Fire and Wilco to that
archduke of narcissism,
Morrissey, much of alternative
rock has declared its support for
Barack Obama. He has also
unsurprisingly captured the
hearts and minds of many in
the hip hop and R&B communi-
ty including such luminaries as
Will Smith, Ne-Yo and Usher.
Although most studies suggest
these endorsements have little
real impact on voting behaviour,
the interaction of politics, music
and indeed, race, has had a long
and important history in the
United States. Rock and Roll
itself largely originated from
‘race music’- music created by
and for African-Americans. This
music was often the only politi-
cal outlet for a disenfranchised
and segregated black communi-
ty. The song ‘Strange Fruit’, first
performed by Billie Holiday,
was one of the most successful
protest songs in history and
became an anthem for the equal
rights movement with its chill-
ing depiction of a lynching in
the deep south. As segregation
later began to crumble, black
artists found themselves

increasingly involved with the
burgeoning counter-culture
movement, as well as African-
American activism. Gil-Scott
Heron’s famous song-poem ‘The
Revolution Will Not Be
Televised’ was the manifesto of
change and empowerment for
an entire generation of black
people. Heron also helped lay
the foundations for what would
later develop into hip hop and
rap, genres that would them-
selves become heavily political.
Although never as well-defined
as the highly political (but
mostly white) punk movement,
hip hop and rap gave similarly
disillusioned youths an escape
from humdrum reality and the
power to vocalise their discon-
tent. Following the main-
stream success of bands like
Public Enemy, commercial hip
hop artists have since felt
able to take a direct role in
trying to increase political
participation amongst young
people.  In 2004, P. Diddy,
Mary J. Blige and 50 Cent
(despite being a convicted
felon and thus unable to
vote) launched the ‘vote or
die!’ campaign to try and get
young people involved with pol-
itics in an era of widespread
apathy. But it has taken the
charisma and sense of optimism
offered by Obama to rouse the

interest of the young in politics
and become the sweetheart of
the youth music scene. In
contrast, Hilary
Clinton is being
backed by
mostly older
‘establish-
ment’ figures
such as Jon
Bon Jovi and
Elton John,
with only the
notable excep-
tion of

super cool scenester and one-
time Bush supporter 50 Cent
who has been quoted as saying
that voting for Hilary “is a way
for us to have Bill Clinton be
president again, and he did a
great job during his term”. It
remains to be seen who will
win this close contest, but
the fact that a candidate such
as Obama has got to this
point at all is perhaps proof
that the revolution that Gil-
Scott Heron predicted, and that

black music has long
demanded, may
have already
happened.

Picture the scene, the year is 1925, you’re in
the rather plush lounge of your family home,
let’s say, for arguments sake, you’re reclining
on a sage green chaise longue. The man of
the house flicks through the record collec-
tion and slips on a classy Gershwin number
before settling down  to an evening of some
good ol’ music appreciation.

Call me a reactionary but there’s some-
thing romantic (and I don’t mean the mushy
kind) about taking the time to appreciate
your music for an evening. In our 21st cen-
tury mentality music plays a far more func-
tional role in our lives; unwilling to spend a
minute in silence or immersed in our
thoughts we plug ourselves in to mp3 play-
ers, phones, computers, coke cans…. you
name it, we can listen to music on it. We’re
too wrapped up in our musical worlds to
smile as we pass a stranger in the street. I
hear you gasp in horror at the prospect of
making contact with fellow humans
unknown, but in my defence I come from a
quaint little village in the country where this
is the norm (I may well have shot myself in
the foot by admitting this piece of informa-
tion, but hear me out). However, even there
– in the deepest darkest climes of our coun-
try - the infiltration of earphone syndrome is
beginning to rear its ugly head. Those cher-
ished smiles are now fewer and further
between.

Our hunger for music is not new;
remember the boombox era? Of course you
don’t since most of us were born post 1985
and were mere tots at the height of its reign.
Since we aren’t American we could never
really pull off the uber-cool required for
ghettoblaster possession anyway, we English
are far more attuned with the passive nature
of the lowly iPod. But I digress. We all know
the classic 1990s ‘boys ‘n’ boombox going to
play ball’ scenario - think Will Smith in the
intro to The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. Once, it
seemed music was for sharing, now we live
in a world of little insular music cocoons,
observant of nothing beyond the bubble.
Hell, I nearly ran over a ‘plugged-in’ pedes-
trian earlier as she sauntered across the road
oblivious to the peril she was putting herself
in. I sat, foot resting on accelerator, toying
with the urge to eliminate one of this new
breed. Needless to say, I resisted the tempta-
tion and merely threw a scowl her way to
mark my distaste at her modernity.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not entirely
opposed to the produce of our technological-
ly developing world with regards to listening
to music. I’m now the proud owner of an
iPod nano, finally purchased four hundred
years after the craze began. But I’m loathe to
buy my CDs as downloads, and, for that
matter, select only the tracks I want. Half of
the joy, in a new album is having a whole lot
of songs to become accustomed to; ones I
didn’t previously know. 

It has to be a good thing that we are
now exposed to so much music, but at what
cost? Our musical experience has changed
from a means to bring people together to
share and exchange individual apprecia-
tions, to more of a personal thing which sep-
arates us from all around us. I start to won-
der if this hunger to fill our ears is creating a
monster.

These days we are constantly hearing dire
warnings from the major record labels that
downloading is killing the music industry
and that if we don’t all stop right now we’ll
never hear any new music ever again. So an
album like Here, Not There provides wel-
come relief from such scaremongering. Here,
Not There is the debut release by Irish group
Heathers, a two-piece band consisting of
eighteen year old twin sisters Ellie and
Louise MacNamara. Heathers have been a
part of the thriving Dublin DIY scene for lit-
tle more than a year and despite only finish-
ing school last week they have managed to
find the time to record an album of consider-
able maturity and artistic merit. 

Heathers’ live music follows a relatively
simple pattern, and the album deviates little
from this formula, which I consider to be a
good thing. Heathers have resisted the temp-
tation to unnecessarily flesh out their songs
with bloated arrangements or studio trickery
and have instead shown sufficient confidence
to allow their songwriting to remain at the
fore. With the exception of two songs which
utilise, extremely effectively I might add, a
cello part, their songs feature only their tight,
complex vocal harmonies and Louise’s rhyth-
mic guitar playing. Reminiscent, perhaps, of
a band-less Tegan and Sara, Heathers’ com-
positions are punchy, energetic and honest,
with little wasted in the way of excessive ver-
bal or musical verbosity. However, Heathers

maintain a distinctly Irish feel and don’t
resort to faux-American accents as per many
recent bands; interestingly, a ‘secret’ track at
the end of the record features an Irish-lan-
guage song. The only major criticism I would
have of the album is that its production is
sometimes marred by too much reverb which
gives some of the tracks a boomy, echoey feel. 

With every element of the album’s
release, from the recording process to the

OLIVIA
HAUGHTON

I nearly killed a girl
this morning.

IN DEPTH: BLACK MUSIC AND AMERICAN POLITICS Ollie Elliott

wonderful artwork, facilitated by friends of
the band or members of the Dublin music
scene, Here, Not There is a reminder that
great music needs little more than inspira-
tion and a grass-roots passion in order to suc-
ceed. And with a US tour supporting Ghost
Mice and Kimya Dawson, of the Moldy
Peaches (whose music featured prominently
in Juno), success definitely beckons for
Heathers.

Heathers two members, eighteen year old twin sisters Ellie and Louise McNamara  

ARTIST: HEATHERS
ALBUM: HERE, NOT THERE
REVIEW: JAMES COUSINS
RELEASE DATE: OUT NOW
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While I understand the attraction of festivals,
I constantly find myself doing my very best to
avoid attending them. There is only one rea-
son for this, camping. As much as I try to
embrace the idea of camping, I always find
myself failing to do so, and certainly when I
know I will be sharing a campsite with thou-
sands of drunks who (as has happened to me
previously) might just urinate on my tent.
This was why I was originally attracted to All
Tomorrow’s Parties which takes place not in a
field, but in Butlins. Yes, Butlins. The red
coats had been replaced for the weekend by
bearded men and more plaid than I have ever
seen in my lifetime, not at all surprising for
an event curated by post-rock heavies
Explosions in the Sky. Post-rock is not a
genre which seems to suggest itself most sim-
ply to a festival going experience, but the
range of bands here was extreme and the tal-
ent exceptional. Where else would you find
yourself forced to choose between Animal
Collective and De La Soul?  

ATP seems to have been designed with
music at the forefront of all else. The sound
quality was excellent and the bands were all
at the top of their game. Musically, this was a
delight for the senses. It helped that come
four in the morning after dancing to Battles
like an idiot, everyone could return back to
their chalet and collapse into their very own
bed. Of course the quality could play a role in
its downfall; this wasn’t a group of musicians
playing a collection of their hits that you’ve

heard on the radio. Moreover, post-rock
drones are not always the easiest sort of
songs to pick up on. More than once over the
course of the weekend I found myself stand-
ing in front of a band whose music I have
never heard of before, unable to distinguish
as one song turned into the next. But this is
far more likely a flaw in my appreciation for
music than in the weekend itself, which
allowed me to fall in love with live music all
over again. 

ARTIST: MIDSUMMER MUSIC
VENUE: JJ’S
REVIEW: MATT CRAWFORD
DATE: 16/05/08
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ARTIST: WORLD SERVICE PROJECT
VENUE: THE BLACK SWAN
REVIEW: TOM FITZ-HUGH
DATE: 18/05/08
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ARTIST: SAUL WILLIAMS
VENUE: LEEDS HI-FI CLUB
REVIEW: OLLIE ELLIOTT
DATE: 23/05/08
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JJ’s hardly has the best reputation in terms of
staging events, and Midsummer Music
exposed some weaknesses. With top quality
live music on offer, it seemed nonsensical to
litter the venue with tables, and it limited the
atmosphere to that of a gentle day of croquet.

Sound problems were also an issue, but
thankfully the night’s three acts proved tri-
umphant despite the imperfect conditions.
Barny continued to build his reputation hav-
ing already opened for the Mystery Jets, and
showcased me raw talent akin to Jack
Penate. The sound regrettably helped him
little as he struggled to fill the stage on his
own, suggesting his presence would be better
felt with a couple more band members.

Battle of the Band finalists The Hero
Status followed, made famous for their
capes, colanders and retro humour. They
didn’t disappoint, and despite a more down
to earth approach than in their previous per-
formances, they still found time for a cover of
Teenage Dirtbag in which Porcelain
Flamingo’s Mark Perkins assisted with the
high notes. JJ’s completed its transformation
into something resembling a music venue as
Porcelain Flamingo soared through their set
in style, the front man’s charisma compli-
mented by some fantastic musical ability in
the finest performance of the night.

Last Sunday The Black Swan Inn, a regular
live jazz venue, branched out from their tra-
ditional, standard-playing fare to host the far
more contemporary WorldService Project.

The strong influence of leader Dave
Morecroft was evident throughout, with his
own compositions forming almost the whole
of the quintet’s set. Many of his pieces were
meticulously arranged, making use of a full
range of time signatures and keys.

This paid off fantastically in some num-
bers, “Breathing Space” is a great example
which featured a short, funky bassline punc-
tuated with abrupt stops; very slickly
executed. However, in others, this closely
planned approach seemed to inhibit the horn
players, rarely allowing them opportunity to
cut loose and demonstrate their soloing tal-
ent.

However, the group are an excellent
exponent of their genre. Drummer Simon
Roth’s brushing was particularly smooth and
Phil Merriman showed versatility on the
bass, while trombonist Raph Clarkson and
saxophonist Tim Ower interwove skilfully.
All this, alongside Morecroft’s excellent keys
soloing throughout, served to create an
enjoyable and inimitable sound to be active-
ly sought out by students of jazz. Just don’t
expect too much.

Continuing a theme from the opposite page,
Saul Williams is an artist very much in debt
to the legacy of Gil-Scott Heron. Like him,
Williams is, at heart, a poet- and his lyrical
delivery is much in the same vein as Heron’s
semi-rap style. Williams’ lyrics are often very
complex and opaque- and all the more fasci-
nating for it. In his opening song, ‘Coded
Language', a barrage of important names
from literature, music, politics could, by
themselves, take hours to pick apart. 

But he also knows how to use music to
give the lyrics real power. Eshewing generic
hip hop backing beats, he shared the stage
with a full (and amazingly attired) band who
proved very able to bring out the eclectic
musical styles of Williams’ three albums.

Williams himself has an immense stage
presence and seemingly boundless energy in
a set where he spent as much time climbing
the ceiling as on stage. But his greatest pas-
sion became clear through his repeated
declarations that race is nothing more than a
social construct and that both music and stu-
dent activism have played vital roles in major
political struggles across the world. Still, with
powerful songs like ‘List of Demands
(Reparations)’ and his electro-fuzz cover of
U2’s ‘Sunday Bloody Sunday’, Williams never
loses the audience in a political tirade.

THE UNEXPECT-
EDLY GOOD
PLAYLIST

She’s the Daz white princess of pop. He’s the
unholy punk preacher of the Birthday Party
and the Bad Seeds. Together, they starred in
a knockabout TV sitcom in which they
shared an apartment, with predictably hilar-
ious results! Well, not really, but they did
form an odd-couple musical partnership
that would seem more at home in a bizzaro
alternate reality, the kind of unfathomable
world where they still have the creepy white
Smarties instead of good ol’ reassuring blue.
Apparently brought about by Cave’s appreci-
ation of the diminutive diva’s hit ‘Better the
Devil You Know', the result was this ‘murder
ballad’ in which Kylie weirds it up with
some ethereal intonation as Cave ominously
croons at her. Like ‘Summer Loving', only
instead of the protagonists heading back to
school at the end, Cave’s character bludg-
eons Kylie’s to death with a rock.

ARTIST: MY MORNING JACKET
TRACK: HIGHLY SUSPICIOUS
My Morning Jacket are a band that have
made their name sounding like Neil Young
fronting the Allman Brothers. This song
(from forthcoming album ‘Evil Urges') is a
bit more Prince falsettoing over Funkadelic.
Their head-scratching new direction
announces itself from the moment the stut-
tering synth and drum machine intro kicks
in, wearing John Travolta’s white platform
boots. The other symptoms support a diag-
nosis of musical schizophrenia: the backing
vocal which repeats the titular assertion like
a baritone hamster with its cheeks full, the
Hammer horror-esque maniacal laughter it
breaks down to near the end, the fact that it
apparently brings to the surface previously-
hidden ‘hip-hop influences'. Purist fans will
react with that mix of bewilderment and
devastation that only seems to exist on the
faces of small children whose ice cream has
fallen from its cone. For the rest of us, a
giddy smile will do nicely.

Tracks selected and reviewed
by Steven Williams and Jed Fazakarley

It’s fashionable to argue that Christopher
Hitchens is a ghastly, spit-flecked cretin; but
no-one ever thinks to mention the five
pounds twenty he raised for thalidomide
victims in the Burwell Fun Run. Similarly,
mention the name ‘Weird Al Yankovic’ to
Average Joe on the street and he’ll conjure
up an image of that disheveled whimsy mer-
chant who parodied ‘Beat it’ as ‘Eat it'.
Average Joe, you have erred! Yankovic is far
more than a food-obsessed loon trading on a
hackneyed ‘white nerd’ stereotype. His origi-
nal compositions are, surprisingly, often
joyous and chaotic. This song has every-
thing: a stabbing riff, a jauntily danceable
chorus and an intro featuring the unmistak-
able sound of a plytooth saw. Yankovic-
as-composer is a deft craftsman fashioning
surreal sculptures with a click of his fingers.
Whereas Yankovic-as-parodist generates
about as much goodwill as a certain gin-
soaked British journalist.

MICHAEL BRUNSDEN

ARTIST: NICK CAVE AND KYLIE
MINOGUE
TRACK: WHERE THE WILD ROSES
GROW

ARTIST: WEIRD AL YANKOVIC 
TRACK: HARDWARE STORE

EVENT: ALL TOMORROW’S PARTIES
VENUE: MINEHEAD BUTLINS
REVIEW: SARAH FOSTER
DATE: 16-18/05/08
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Belleville Rendez-Vous is a cartoon
from writer/director Sylvain
Chomet and animation team Les
Armateurs, telling the story of
Parisian grandmother Madame
Souza, her lonely grandson,
Champion, and their morbidly
obese Bassett hound, Bruno. The
film is almost completely dialogue-
free, relying instead on the elo-
quence of its imagery.

After her grandson Champion
is kidnapped by a wine-guzzling
mafia boss and his rectangular
cronies during the Tour de France,
Mme Souza sets out across the
Atlantic to launch a daring rescue,
with the help of an old vaudeville
music act, the Triplets of Belleville.
Before she can initiate one of the
most memorable chase scenes in
cinema, the diminutive Mme Souza
must overcome the excesses of
America – a banner reading “in
vino veritas” characterises the over-
grown Big Apple setting – and the
underground betting ring behind
her grandson’s kidnapping.

Fortunately, it is not absolutely
necessary to understand the fanci-
ful machinations of plot to appreci-

The first of Marvel’s self-funded
movies, Iron Man kicks off the
Hollywood blockbuster season in
style, taking on the resurrected
Indiana Jones franchise and setting
the stage for further comic book
adaptations, Dark Night and The
Incredible Hulk.

Robert Downey Jr stars as the
billionaire playboy arms manufac-
turer Tony Stark, complete with
glamorous assistant-cum-maid
Pepper Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow), a
kind of modern Moneypenny tak-
ing care of Stark’s laundry while he
fights the baddies. The plot itself
kicks off with a grim-looking mili-
tary convoy through Afghanistan,
where the wise-cracking, sharp-
suited Stark cuts a conspicuous
outsider, flirting with the female
service officers. The convoy comes
under a rather spectacular attack,
and Stark awakens under Taleban
guard, with an electromagnet
embedded in his chest, keeping a
shard of shrapnel from cutting into
his heart. The science eludes me.
He builds an iron suit, A-Team-
style, and escapes, possibly the only
American in the Middle East with

Don’t let your preconceptions of
Ben Affleck frighten you of; over
the last seven years, the quality (but
not quantity) of Affleck’s work has
plummeted: a cringe-worthy turn
in  Pearl Harbour and an all-time
low in the notoriously bad Gigli. It’s
safe to say Affleck has done a jolly
good job in cementing his reputa-
tion as an appalling actor.

This time at the helm, Affleck
has crafted an intriguing mystery-
thriller; a neo-noir story offering
much more than just suspense and
the formulaic whodunnit clichés.
Set in the crumbling underbelly of
South Boston, Gone Baby Gone
tells the story of two private detec-
tives Patrick Kenzie (the superb
Casey Affleck) and his girlfriend
Angie (Monaghan), who are hired
to investigate a four-year-old girl’s
disappearance. The usual media
circus surrounds the case as des-
perate cops hopelessly scrabble
around for evidence, while Kenzie
and Angie pick up small tit-bits,
mostly through Kenzie’s old con-
nections with Dorchester’s criminal
underworld. As the story progress-
es it becomes clear that no one in

the neighbourhood of Dorchester is
above suspicion.

But this film is less about
child-abduction than it is about the
deterioration of a neighbourhood,
and the imprint left on its inhabi-
tants. As Patrick  investigates the
strange disappearance through old
acquaintances, we’re brutally
dragged into a neighbourhood torn
apart by drugs, violence and
depravity. Affleck’s camera sweeps
through dark, shadowy houses and
dingy streets. The camera depicts a
place devoid of warmth or conceiv-
able refuge. It is this sense of place,
and the portrayal of residents
squirming within, that sets Gone,
Baby, Gone apart from the long
humdrum line of crime-thrillers. 

The tale’s twists and turns
alone are enough to captivate. Red
herrings come and go, and the pro-
tagonists are forced to make equiv-
ocal moral decisions. It’s ultimately
these decisions that make this such
a thought provoking film. The
director gives us a lot to chew on –
all of the character’s make ques-
tionable choices regarding justice,
punishment and vengeance – and

the film ultimately throws up the
question: do certain circumstances
warrant defiance of the law?

The characters’ grey moral
choices are applauded and
abhorred in equal measure. The
tumultuous and conflicted cop,
played with blistering intensity by
Ed Harris, who swears by a means
to an end, Angie who’s sickened by
Helene’s parenting, and then
Patrick himself, virtuously intent
on sticking to the rules. There are

no black and white answers to the
moral questions posed, and Affleck
wisely leaves the final moral deci-
sions up to the audience.

Despite a few improbable sce-
narios and uneasy subject matter,
Affleck’s directorial debut presents
a lifelike, gritty and raw meditation
on morality, with a brilliantly sub-
dued turn from his baby-faced
brother in the lead. Here’s to keep-
ing Ben firmly behind the camera
and Casey in front.

Rather than suffer the petty
restrictions imposed by such cruel
taskmasters as ‘reality’ and ‘bud-
geting’, animation allows the artist
to tell their stories by whichever
means might spring into their
unsuspecting heads. My childhood
was so thoroughly altered by The
Lion King it practically deserves
co-author credit. Should I write an
autobiography, the second chapter
will be ‘Mufasa’s Death – An
Animated Trauma’. 

Cartoons, in their freedom of
expression and potential for poetic
exaggeration, carry an emotional
directness in their colourful and
stylised action that aims straight
for the rawest of nerves. Mufasa’s
dying words to the helpless Simba
should be ridiculous – they are
talking lions, after all – but instead
carry a kind of heft in their sim-
plicity that would cloy horribly in a
live action production.

The initial successes of Pixar
and Dreamworks in their comput-
er-animated efforts have gradually
been diluted by a surfeit of low-
quality knock-offs, while quality
hand-made animations have
become something of a niche
genre, limited to low-key, non-US
companies like Les Armateurs
(Belleville Rendez-Vous, see oppo-
site), Aardman Productions
(Wallace and Gromit, Chicken
Run), or Studio Ghibli (Howl’s
Moving Castle, Spirited Away).

The recent success of
Persepolis – critically if not finan-
cially, gaining about $20m world-
wide – may change matters. Both a
striking account of life during and
after the Islamic Revolution 1979,
and a witty and engaging diary
concerning life in exile in Europe,
it explores the capability of the
medium to adequately articulate a
highly personal perspective during
a period of universal upheaval. The
richness of Marjane’s narrative
would certainly be restricted by
the need to define the characters
in physical actors and real life set-
tings, and the intentional simplici-
ty of the film’s black-and-white
artwork adds to its emotional
punch.

Cannes last week hosted the
premier of Waltz With Bashir, an
Israeli production relating the
story of a young man who realises
that large chunks of his memories
from his time in the Israeli army
are missing. The animation is cold
and beautiful, and the dreamlike
sequences of memory are brutally
realised. Animation may not enjoy
the mainstream regard of the mid-
nineties, but it remains a highly
effective means of conveying the
deepest of emotions.

FILM: GONE, BABY, GONE
DIRECTOR: BEN AFFLECK
STARRING: CASEY AFFLECK, MICHELLE MONAGHAN
REVIEW: DUNCAN PELHAM
RUNTIME: 114 MINS
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FILM: IRON MAN
DIRECTOR: JON FAVREAU
STARRING: ROBERT DOWNEY JR

GWENYTH PALTROW
JEFF BRIDGES

REVIEW: ADAM CHAUDHRI
RUNTIME: 126 MINS
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CLASSIC FILM: BELLEVILLE
RENDEZ-VOUS

DIRECTOR: SYLVAIN CHOMET
STARRING: BEATRICE BONI-

FASSI (VOICE)
REVIEW: JAMES PATTERSON
RUNTIME: 80 MINS
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an exit strategy.
Downey Jr’s distinctive style

and delivery suits the Stark charac-
ter to the ground, lending the
movie a light-heartedness lacking
in the moodier, occasionally angsty
Batman and Spiderman series. This
is not to say Iron Man doesn’t suffer
from occasional moments of ado-
lescent indulgence, but Downey Jr’s
charm and the backdrop of the con-
flict in Afghanistan prevent the film
from losing sight of the big picture.

Stark is a character with a seri-
ous mission, but one who recognis-
es that the draw of comic book
heroes is that superpower-dom
should be fun. Director Jon
Favreau allows Iron Man and its
special effects team a long leash,
indulging in the guns’n’bombs
escapism of a war with a super-hero
on our side.

ate the flamboyant brilliance of the
film’s animation, artwork, and
score (written by Benoît Charest) –
the music scenes with the triplets
exhibit a light-handed and con-
stantly surprising kind of manic
creativity, and Mme Souza and her
dog are two hugely empathetic and
touching heroes. They are marvel-
lous underdogs, and following
them in their fight against a physi-
cally bigger adversary is genuinely
affecting.

The film embraces a refresh-
ingly unorthodox storytelling ethic,
and none of the subtlety of narra-
tive is lost by its dialogue-free
script, allowing the imaginative
strength of the artwork carry a
hugely satisfying film that chal-
lenges the raft of interchangable
computer-animated movies regu-
larly on release.

Animotion. It’s
like animated
emotion.

DAVIDCOATES
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EVENT: HALIFAX SUMMER BALL
VENUE: YORK RIVER CRUISER
DATE: TUESDAY 3 JUNE
PRICE: £15

Join the 3 hour cruise along the river Ouse,
enjoying some of York’s spectacular scenery
on a beautiful summers evening. A fun-filled
night of dancing and drinking to celebrate
the end of a good year! Both boats include
fantastic DJs and a fully stocked bar so you
can party the night away whilst watching the
sunset. Boats leave from Kings Staith (by the
Lowther) at 7pm, boarding at 6.45pm.  Dress
code smart summer dress (no jeans, trainers,
caps allowed).

EVENT: LITTLE SWEEP
VENUE: SIR JACK LYONS HALL
DATE: SATURDAY 14 JUNE
PRICE: £4/£6

University of York Opera Society is staging
two timeless and magical masterpieces: The
Little Sweep by Benjamin Britten followed by
Down in the Valley by Kurt Weill.  
The first opera tells the tale of how five chil-
dren and a nursery maid through their inno-
cence and love rescue a young boy from a life
of chimney sweeping. The opera is delightful
and playful whilst tackling issues of poverty
and child abuse. Down in the Valley tells the
tale of doomed young love in 1930s America. 

EVENT: ALCUIN’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY
VENUE: ALCUIN/ROGER KIRK
DATE: FRIDAY 6 - SUNDAY 8 JUNE
PRICE: FREE

A whole weekend of various events celebrat-
ing Alcuin’s 40th birthday including a cham-
pagne reception on the Friday as well as a late
license venet at B-Henry’s. There will be a
huge BBQ, fete and bouncy castle in addition
to the formal opening by the Mayor of York
on the Saturday afternoon before Alcuin con-
tinues the celebration with it’s summer
anniversary ball that evening in the Roger
Kirk Centre. This is followed by sports games
most of Sunday and a final buffet lunch.

EVENT: SONS AND DAUGHTERS
VENUE: YORK FIBBERS
DATE: FRIDAY 30 MAY
PRICE: £10 OTD

From hotwiring country and Scottish folk to
voodoo rock ‘n’ roll, with songs that draw
from paranoia and lust. If you celebrate Cat
Power’s bolshier stuff or lament that PJ
Harvey isn’t the same these days, you’ll love
S&D’s 60s folk-rock, traditional Scot folk,
rickety take on garage rock and even some
New Orleans-ish blues thrown in. Blackest
Americana mixed with broadest Scots, spin-
ning dark tales of broken bones and tough
love.

EVENT: HOT CLUB DE PARIS
VENUE: YORK FIBBERS
DATE: THURSDAY 29 MAY
PRICE: £9 OTD

From a shared love of USA punk and an
unhealthy obsession with math rock and
experimental indie, comes something cheer-
ingly uncategorisable. Yup, it’s a Scouse trio
playing upside-down, rapid-fire rococo pop
with juddering 7/8 rhythms and a blatant
disregard for standard pop formula. Marry
technical musicianship with pure fun, three-
part folk harmonies and witty lyrics and you
get a slew of punk-pop stinkbombs and post-
rock japery.

EVENT: A DAY TO REMEMBER
VENUE: YORK FIBBERS
DATE: WEDNESDAY 11 JUNE
PRICE: £10 OTD

It would be almost too easy and obvious to
describe A Day To Remember as the creators
of one of the unforgettable rock albums of
2007, but that wouldn’t make it any less true.
Hailing from Ocala, Florida, this quintet has
crafted a unique blend of what can best be
called “pop-mosh” - an extremely potent
combination of which you can hear the
melodic chaos in all its full glory on their
absolutely epic debut album out on Victory
Records. 

EVENT: PAPER HEROES
VENUE: YORK FIBBERS
DATE: SATURDAY 17 MAY
PRICE: £7 OTD

With rapid fire rhythms, growling vocals and
inventive guitar riffs, these songs stay hooked
in your brain ready for rapid replay. Indie-
pop-rock at its exciting best. Paper Heroes
were formed in London early in 2008 when
singer, Matt Weedon sent his song, ‘Jenny
Jones’, into a Skins Life competition. It was
the first ever song posted on the Skins Life
site that made it into the show and now they
arrive to York to carry on the party and their
Skins Life Tour.

EVENT: INDIANA JONES
VENUE: ALL CINEMAS
DATE: OUT NOW
PRICE: £4 - £7.50

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the
Crystal Skull is the fourth film in the epic
series starring a slightly older Harrison Ford
as the famed archaeologist/adventurer Dr.
Henry “Indiana” Jones. He is suddenly called
back into action when he becomes entangled
in a Soviet plot to uncover the secret behind
mysterious artifacts known as the Crystal
Skulls which are invariably the key to a rare
and mystical power. Also starring Cate
Blanchett and Ray Winstone

EVENT: SEX AND THE CITY
VENUE: ALL CINEMAS
DATE: WEDNESYDAY 28 MAY
PRICE: £4 - £7.50

Carrie Bradshaw, successful author and
everyone’s favourite fashion icon-next-door,
is back, her famously sardonic wit intact and
sharper than ever, as she continues to narrate
her own story about sex, love and the fashion
obsessed single woman in NYC. SATC finds
the original cast four years after the series
ended as our favourite characters continue to
juggle jobs and relationships while navigat-
ing motherhood, marriage and Manhattan
real estate.

EVENT: THE WAITING ROOM
VENUE: ALL CINEMAS
DATE: FRIDAY 6 JUNE
PRICE: £4 - £7.50

Two complete strangers, Anna (Anne-Marie
Duff) and Stephen (Ralf Little), are brought
together by chance by Roger, an elderly man
who waits for his wife on a station platform.
As Roger (Frank Finlay) reminisces about the
special things he and his wife did in their
youth, Anna and Stephen’s fateful meeting
acts as a catalyst for them to examine and
challenge what’s going on in their different
relationships, and make hard but positive
decisions for themselves. 

EVENT: OCKHAMS RAZOR
VENUE: YORK THEATRE ROYAL
DATE: 30-31 MAY
PRICE: £12

Ockham’s Razor is a critically acclaimed aer-
ial theatre company, who specialise in creat-
ing physical theatre on new pieces of aerial
equipment. The name comes from the
medieval philosopher William of Ockham
and reflects the way the company work:
given a choice between two theories, go for
the simpler, thereby keeping the work
cogent, artful and easily grasped; which goes
a long way into examining the relationships
between three people suspended in the air.

EVENT: ONE NIGHT OF QUEEN
VENUE: GRAND OPERA HOUSE, YORK
DATE: SUNDAY 15 JUNE
PRICE: £15.00

Gary Mullen, the winner of 2000 ‘Stars In
Their Eyes’ series, claimed success with his
tribute to Freddie Mercury and Queen,
backed by his band The Works. The former
computer operator from Stepps, Glasgow is
now Freddie full time. One Night of Queen
promises to be the ultimate Queen tribute.
This time Freddie is not alone and the rest of
Queen joins him on stage. The artists who
perform as Brian May, John Deacon and
Roger Taylor are also superb. 

EVENT: A CLOCKWORK ORANGE
VENUE: YORK THEATRE ROYAL 
DATE: 19 JUNE - 21 JUNE 
PRICE: £5

Following the success of ‘Metamorphsis',
University of York student drama production
company, “Belt Up (Nothing to See/Hear)“
present the dystopic world of Anthony
Burgess', ‘A Clockwork Orange'. The group
who specialise in high impact and physical
productions promise an enthralling story of
rape, murder, retribution, ultra-violence set
in the gang culture of Nadst. Come wearing
comfortable shoes and clothing as it promis-
es to be “an experience unlike any before". 

EVENT: SALLY MORGAN
VENUE: GRAND OPERA HOUSE, YORK
DATE: TUESDAY 10 JUNE
PRICE: £18.50

For those who’ll believe almost anything, this
show is for you. Following her very own TV
series – ‘Sally Morgan Star Psychic’ on
National TV, Sally Morgan, psychic to the
stars, goes on national tour for the first time.
Sally’s ‘psychic’ power has been with her since
she was nine months old and now is rated as
one of the world’s top mediums. Her reputa-
tion has been built from her close relation-
ship with many high profile celebrities, yet
strangely no scientists.

For comprehensive listings and in-depth previews, check-out www.nouse.co.uk/whats-on



Secret stashes are the news of the
week, and YUSU are no excep-
tion. An MoZ deep-cover opera-
tive in their office gives us the
run-down. “They’ve got loads of
lube. Bucket-loads,” he told us,
using outstretched hands to
demonstrate. “When they open
the cupboard it all just spills out.
It’s not even funny.” Uh yes, it is.

Fasten (4)

Arborial dwelling (9)

Embody the essential characteristics of (9)

Guns (anag.) (4)

Ship’s lookout post (5,4)

Apelike (6)

Sure (anag.) (4)

Portable rain protection (8)

Cheeky (8)

Strait-laced (4)

Accent (6)

Of an error, basic (9)

Campus is covered in a fine white
dust, it seems. Now that I think
about it, that explains an awful lot.
It explains why the queue for the
Library ladies toilet is so long when
I go past it.

It explains why the ducks and
geese, who instead of living calm,
wildfowl lives around their idyllic
little pond, like nothing more than
jumping on my table where I
am sifting through my
Vanbrugh food
looking for a
s a u s a g e
I’m sure I
had, and
h a r a s s i n g
me until I am
forced to
retreat, leaving my
chewy almost-but-not-
quite-a-Yorkshire pudding
behind as a tactical sacrifice.

It explains the energy with
which we return, week in, week out
to clubs which are barely more
than poorly-ventilated rooms with
stereos in that still manage to
charge more for a double vodka
and coke than the market price of a
three-bedroom semi on the out-
skirts of Leeds with off-street park-

ing and a small but neatly-main-
tained south-facing garden. Yes,
I’m looking at you, Gallery.

It explains why every year peo-
ple manage to swim, to actually

swim, in a lake with a level
of water purity you would
expect to have found in the
Thames Estuary circa
1908, despite knowing

that they risk

serious
bowel disfunction by doing
so.

It explains Oliver Lester,
though not entirely.

It explains why the Library is
so busy, even though we are at an
educational establishment where a
humanities degree means two
hours a month and two essays a
year.

It explains Octopush.
It explains why every night

just after midnight, several myste-
rious trucks arrive outside James

College JCR, driven by armed
Colombians.

It explains why campus is fre-
quented by the same slightly
twitchy children cycling slightly too
quickly up and down Vanbrugh
bowl and stealing everyone’s fris-
bees.

It explains how Heslington
East is being
funded.
It explains

the inexplicable suc-
cess of York’s actors
and journalists.

It explains
Central Hall’s
architecture.

It explains how
people occasionally go to 9:15 sem-
inars.

It explains what library cards
are really for.

It explains how in a pond
composed entirely of bacteria,
excrement and hubris how there is
one catfish that has grown to the
size of a small family hatchback
from living only off what drips
from the chemistry department.

Most of all, it explains what
this crazy cesspool-surrounding
university runs on. And it’s crack.

Swaggering through customs
after swallowing £2000 worth of
shrink-wrapped current affairs

23/05/08Satire

LastWord
MM2244

All hail Crackfish Moment of Zen

Moment of Zen is pleased to
report that the Goodricke-
Vanbrugh bridge is open. It was
opened at ten past midnight on
Saturday night. The first students
to cross it were Dominguez and
Santiago, who were pleased that
their trucks could now reach
James JCR with their crucial ship-
ment of, uh, “talcum powder.”

Student Action chair Adam Wiles
scolded a group of JCR chairs for
attempting to hilariously paint
over Alcuin’s logo on the mural
you may have noticed in the sec-
tioned-off bit in the top left corner
of the white section of the flimsy
MDF temporary partition around
the building site near Central Hall.
Why he did so is unimportant.

I couldn’t think of anything to
go here.

Was it local kids? Was it student
arsonists? Who started the
Derwent fire? MoZ has worked
out the truth. There was no
asbestos in the roof- it was a stash
of crack. Bored, cracked-out but
ingenious Derwent residents
decided to smoke it, using D-
block itself as a pipe. Solved.

Purveyor of the Langwith bar-to-
be Matt Burton is already getting
into the spirit of competition. MoZ
agents-at-large tell us that he has
already got himself banned from
The Charles pub for “ripping down
posters.” Burton’s defence counsel’s
official statement is that he was in
fact cheating at ‘The Apprentice’.

If you have any
juicy tidbits or gossip to share,
send them to:

socs12@york.ac.uk

Nouse Crossword

From the French capital (8)

Tall edifices (6)

Beauty treatment for the hands (8)

____ out, investigate, solve (4)

Interment (6)

Schedule (6)

Rite (anag.), level (4)

Towelled dressing gown (8)

Posessed of glowing qualities (8)

Slur (6)

Hit (past tense) (6) 

Girl (colloquial) (4)

Phoebus, Greek God (4)

Permanent evidence of past wound (4)

1 2

Answers available on
www.nouse.co.uk/crossword
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Throwing all the stress balls out of the pram

Liam
O’Brien

Contributing
Writer

W
hen an instal-
ment of your
student loan
comes in at the

beginning of term, there is a
temptation of the greatest
magnitude to spend it on
ludicrous, unnecessary
things. You might buy a gui-
tar, or a games console, and
justify these expensive pur-
chases as a valuable way to
spend your ‘down-time’,
when in fact you have lost
the financial means to buy
course books, or go to the
Summer Ball. Perhaps it was
a similar temptation that
drove former Academic and
Welfare officer Grace
Fletcher-Hackwood, beloved
of the student body and our
Student Development and
Charities officer alike, to dis-
pense with common sense
on receiving her budget for
the academic year.

Nowadays on the
University of York campus,
if you’re feeling a bit low, if
you’re sick with worry over
upcoming exams or fear
your academic work has
gone down the shitter, you
can have a talk with acting
Academic and Welfare offi-
cer and YUSU bastion

Anne-Marie Canning, speak
to the counselling service or
give Nightline a call. All of
these resources will give
helpful advice during diffi-
cult times. However, if you
can’t face talking to some-
one about your problems,
you can pick up a handy
YUSU squidgy stress ball to
remedy your plight, getting
you on the path to a speedy
convalescence – and don’t
forget your complimentary
keyring.

I had a look at stress-
ballsuk.com, where you can
buy bulk orders of stress
balls in the shape of a house,
like the ones branded with
the custom YUSU logo, and
orders start at a quantity of
500 at a price of £1 per
item. It’s a distinct possibili-
ty that YUSU bought a
lower quantity for a better
price, but that still repre-
sents a lot of money going
on items that serve no real
purpose, unless a significant
proportion of the student
populus have chronic repeti-
tive stress injuries. Instead
of wasting money on a veri-
table Toys ‘R’ Us of useless
paraphernalia, money ear-
marked for academic and

welfare purposes could have
found its way to funding
Nightline, promoting Equal
Opportunities or even buy-
ing condoms that don’t
bleed semen. If someone
had a serious problem and
was presented with a stress
ball, they’d be more tempted
to hurl the thing in your face
than engage themselves in
squeezing it.

More than just a wel-
fare and financial issue
though, this merchandise
forms part of an emerging
trend of students being
patronised by YUSU. The
squidgy toys act as a nice
visual representation of
YUSU being approachable
and friendly, and show that
it’s there for all your welfare
needs. But surely everyone
knows that already? The
neat paradox that was ‘Keep
your Cool Week’ gave us free
pens, Mario Kart, shampoo
and handy timetables pre-
sented us with another case
of misused money; people
getting the best grades will
be found under lamplight at
the library and not at a pet-
ting zoo. “Take a stress ball”,
they told me. “No Thank
you”, I said.

Money spent on
keyrings and
squidgy toys could
be better spent.

C
H
RIS
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ER

To be a part of the debate and for exclusive web content go to www.nouse.co.uk/comment.

Big D has earned its sponsorship
hint on the YUSU website
that Woodstock 2008 is
even happening. YUSU are
alleging that Woodstock will
be “the best event of the
year,” but it’s beginning to
look increasingly likely that
the “best event” crown will
be ripped out of Anne-
Marie Canning’s hands and
rammed firmly onto the
head of Derwent Chair,
Oliver Lester.

I’ve been told that
Deloitte are usually one of
Woodstock’s biggest spon-

sors and there has thus been
widespread annoyance that
their logo is adorning all
things Big D. However, in
my mind, Big D deserves
every bit of sponsorship it
can get its hands on. It
promises to be a fantastic
night which will, to be hon-
est, blow Woodstock out of
the water. Derwent JCRC
have evidently ploughed
many hours of hard work
into making their event a
success and they deserve to
rake in a huge amount of
money to give to charitable
causes. Woodstock, howev-

Big D and Woodstock:
undoubtedly two of
the biggest events of

the University calendar and
both kindly donating all
profits to charity. But, as we
all know, big events cannot
happen without big sponsor-
ship, which usually comes
from graduate employers
searching for the media
moguls and top-class
lawyers of tomorrow. So, the
question is, who deserves
sponsorship the most?
Derwent-organised Big D or
YUSU-organised
Woodstock?

This year’s Big D has
received huge publicity; the
prospect of seeing Chesney
Hawkes is evidently thrilling
to all but the most solemn of
individuals. Not only have
they got the ‘one and only’,
but MC Verse and one of the
djs from Pendulum have
been thrown into the bar-
gain. However, it doesn’t
stop there! There’s also a
bouncy castle, sumo suits, a
“ridiculously oversized”
mega slide and a load of
guys and gals twisting
around poles to music. What
more could you want in the
last week of summer term?

YUSU, on the other
hand, and not altogether
unsurprisingly, have not
done so well with publicity.
While Derwent JCRC have
plastered posters for their
event on every available sur-
face, there’s only a slight

er, looks like it’s going to be
a flop. A limited amount of
imagination has gone into it,
there are no attention-grab-
bing headliners and YUSU
really should have done bet-
ter.

In my mind, YUSU
should have axed Woodstock
altogether and supported
Big D. At the end of the day,
both of these events are tak-
ing place to make money for
charity, not to compete
against one another. YUSU,
however, are refusing to
relinquish their waning
authority over campus
events. Big D could have
become an even bigger event
with an even greater num-
ber of headliners, (half of
B*Witched anyone?) and
thus garnered a staggering
amount of sponsorship.
YUSU has no automatic
right to receive sponsorship
over other university organi-
sations. Therefore, it’s
YUSU’s fault if they’ve lost
out on Deloitte’s sponsor-
ship because, fundamentally,
they failed to get in contact
with Deloitte before
Derwent. YUSU should stop
trying to organise events if
other groups on campus can
do it far better. Woodstock
might have been successful
in the past, but it is evident
that Big D is most certainly
the future.

““YYUUSSUU sshhoouulldd
hhaavvee aaxxeedd
WWooooddssttoocckk
aallttooggeetthheerr””

Big D ticketing comment at
www.nouse.co.uk/comment.

Derwent has suc-
ceeded where
YUSU failed on
campus events.

Alex 
Russell

Contributing 
Writer

Drinking students only
regret their choices later

It is common knowledge
that the main activity
that takes place in

Freshers’ Week is binge
drinking. The 2008 Student
Induction Fact-finding
Report reports that almost
half of students questioned
would like more events
without an alcohol focus.

What does this mean?
It doesn’t mean that stu-
dents don’t enjoy getting
drunk; that seems to be an
integral part of the first
week at University. Instead,
it means that many, with
hindsight, would probably
have preferred to have
slightly less binging and
slightly more non-alcohol
fuelled social interacting.

I fall into the smallest
of minorities in this, in that
I was possibly the only per-
son in the entire University
who didn’t touch a drop
during the week. Does this
mean that I did not enjoy
the week?

Far from it. Freshers’
week was, as it should to be,
one of the best weeks of my
life. The vast numbers of
new people to meet, the
large numbers of social

Peter 
Campbell

Contributing 
Writer

events to attend and the
opportunity to join societies
for sports I did not know
even exist, all amounted to a
truly unforgettable five days.

Freshers’ week is possi-
bly the best opportunity in
your life you have define
yourself in the knowledge
that people will not judge
you, an opportunity that few
jump on with regards to the
alcohol question. I managed,
which is a credit to my flat-
mates more than anything.

It’s possibly far easier to
say that you don’t drink at
all, rather than to say that
you will only have a couple.
Two will soon become three,
which in turn will lead even-
tually to vomiting and a
small amount of post-event
memory loss. While abstain-
ing is genuinely very diffi-
cult at first, it is possible,
but only for those who are
utterly determined.

No sooner do you put
your bags down than a bot-
tle is thrust in front of your
face. The expectation is thus
set before you upon arrival,
almost certainly before you
have encountered any of the
college Welfare team.

As a result many well-
meaning arrivals are
dragged under, possibly
never to return. The induc-
tion system, while effective
at achieving its aims, does
create forced assimilation. A
re-think is essential.



With quite a lot of criticism flying around
about how Nouse is becoming "sensational-
ist" I decided to go way back to see if such a
generalised statement could possibly be true.

Unsurprisingly, it is completely baseless.
Of course, I was going back to the May 30th
edition in 1974, which is perhaps further
back than the "it was better in the good old
days" crew was intending, but live with it.
Anyway, this edition is quite scarily biased.
The front page story concerns the arrest of
the 6 members of the SU exec for "embezzle-
ment of strike funds".

Now, of course I wasn't there, and don't
know all the ins and outs of what exactly hap-
pened, but the paper essentially condemns
the University as well as the police, while
unequivocally backing the Executive officers.
This might be the kind of loyalty that the cur-
rent Exec would love to see, but it is quite
frankly utterly naive.
The Exec would not be
arrested for no rea-
son at all. The
claim the paper
makes, that "the
university adminis-
tration have made up
charges simply to
undermine the Union"
is pretty laughable, and,
to be honest, overesti-
mating the importance of
the Union.

Such bias continues on
page 5, which is a full-page tirade against a
programme on YSTV that was critical of
Nouse. It manages to get a full page, includ-
ing the claim that "Nouse is the most use-
ful...medium on campus", which is just ram-
pant egotism. Honestly guys, it really wasn't
better in the good old days.

As I delved further into the paper, I dis-
covered a patronising piece on eco-bins,
which was redeemable only because mymen-
tal age of 12 enjoyed the statement that you
could not recycle paper that was "impregnat-
ed".

Finally, to cap it all off, there was no
sports section. It was undoubtedly the worst
Nouse I have ever read. Don't get me wrong,
I'm not claiming that this year's edition is
definitely the best ever, but let us just get a
little perspective here. It has been worse.
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Reassess your ratings

Dear Nouse,

Whenever I read a news story involving
students and politics, there’s one word
which seems to appear above any other:
apathy. Yes, as a race, us students have
been marred with the apathetic brush it
seems, permanently. 

To be honest, i’m rather sick of it. I for
one am certainly not apathetic. Sure, i’m
not protesting every other day about every
instance of exploitation I come across, and
I don’t rave every other minute about the
political party I support and why. But that
doesn’t mean i’m apathetic, it just means
i’m a realist and that i’ve got other things
to do. Which is probably the case for most
students.

Just because 52% of students aren’t
aligned to any political party doesn’t mean

Dear Nouse,

There seems to be a distinct trend in your
theatre reviews of giving every single pro-
duction three stars. Now, i’ve seen my fair
share of productions in the barn and even
I feel qualified to say that some flop and
others are above this three star average.

The three star mark is of course a
diplomatic and inoffensive stance: it won’t
crush anyones thespian dreams, but does-
n’t exactly leave the actors with an over-
whelming sense of pride. So what’s the
point? In my opinion three stars shouldn’t
even exist. Lets have some contention, or
at least some honesty. Every production
can’t possibly be average, not that that’s a
compliment anyway. So next time i take a
gander at a Nouse drama review i expect
to see the whole spectrum, if it’s bad give
it a one, what won’t kill you shall make
you stronger.

DDaavviidd LLeeeerrmmaann
SSeeccoonndd yyeeaarr LLiinngguuiissttiiccss ssttuuddeenntt

Nouse, Grimston House, Vanbrugh CollegeGoes way back

Nouse welcomes your letters. Please indicate if  they are not intended for publication. 
Email lleetttteerrss@@nnoouussee..ccoo..uukk or write to:

they have no views on politics, it’s just that
they’re maybe disallusioned with what
we’ve got. Silence can be a political state-
ment too.

I do appreciate that there are many
students that would rather watch Britain’s
Got Talent than Newsnight. And as scarily
true as that is, there doesn’t seem to be a
medium in the spectrum. You’re either a
political animal or an apathetic sloth. 

So basically, lets have some articles
celebrating those of us that do give a
damn. I’d really like to think there aren’t as
few of us as everyone makes out, lets get
rid of this apathetic image for good.

JJoosseepphh RRaannddeell
SSeeccoonndd yyeeaarr PPhhiilloossoopphhyy ssttuuddeenntt

Lets stop labelling students as apathetic

Little campus:

Big Mouth...
Big D Mar-D-Gras or Woodstock: have you got your ticket?
We ask you which music event you’ll be swinging towards
this Summer. Check out Alex Russell’s comment on page 12. 

Name: John Sutton
College: Derwent

Year: Second
Subject: Mathematics

I’m definitely looking forward to Big D
Mar-D-Gras, I didn’t go to Woodstock last
year but I heard the noise for it. I’ve only
heard the bands involved in Woodstock pro-
moting it, whereas everyone’s talking about
the Big D event and the fact the tickets sold
out so quickly shows it’s popular. I would say
it’s brilliant because i’m part of Derwent, and
that may be the reason why I prefer it! I don’t
think the price of the tickets have put anyone
off and it was brilliant last year, the Summer
Ball on the other hand is extortionate
for what it is. 

I’m for Woodstock as I don’t have a tick-
et for Big D, they were gone in a heart beat so
I didn’t even have an opportunity to get one!
The fact that you can walk into Woodstock
whenever you want makes it a more accessi-
ble event. That’s not to say Big D won’t be
fantastic because i’m sure it will be.
Especially in the first year, events like these
help to unite colleges. They all have different
atmospheres and flairs, and we’re naturally a
smaller uni, so it’s more difficult to get the big
names to events, but I think we’re
doing well.

“

“

Name: Rhiannon
Ashcroft
College: Alcuin
Year: First
Subject: English 

Both of the events look quite good so i’m
going to go to both of them. I was drawn in by
Pendulum, and it was either the Summer Ball
or Big D so I chose the latter, and it has bet-
ter artists anyway. The campus events so far
haven’t been too bad, to be honest they
haven’t lived up to what I expected but i’m
holding out for these two! It’s great to see an
event that’s showing York’s musical talents
too. We should have more ways for students
to show they’re talents and it’s great to see
people willing to get involved, it
should be a lot of fun.

“

“

“

“

Name: Laura Payne
College: Langwith
Year: Second
Subject: Politics and
Sociology

Name: Miranda

Thomas

College: James

Year: First
Subject: English

I think it’s really interesting that the Big
D tickets are so much cheaper than the
Summer Ball, and there are a much wider
variety of artists performing. But
Woodstock’s a really good way to showcase
York’s talent, you’ve got really good bands
and Jay Foreman, whose CDs you can buy in
Your:Shop, so it’s definitly going to be a good
event. It gets you outside, and its a beautiful
time of year on campus so I think it’s going to
be a lot of fun and hippyish, I can’t see it
going wrong really. So i’m looking for-
ward to it!

“

“

Kuan Yan (May 14 2008, at 18:46)

Many people talk about boycott Beijing for
human right abuses. How many of them
show actual evidence of such accursing? I
believe the western law is based on the
principle that “innocent until proven guali-
ty”. In addition, a witness’s word must be
supported by hard evidence in order to
confirm the conviction. Where is the hard
evidence?
If Beijing should be boycotted for its crack-
down of a riot, then how about London
2012 for UK invasion of Iraq and Chicago
2016 for US invasion of Iraq and
Afghanistan (if it gets a chance to hold the
game). If the Europeans really consider
they are the defender of human rights, they
should look in the mirror in the first place.

Kathleen (May 18 2008, at 15:28)

I’m personally going to boycott the
Olympics this year as well as all businesses
associating themselves with it. Hit greedy
ignorant egocentic capitalists where it
hurts, their wallets. I will begin by boy-
cotting the TV network, NBC, that is airing
the olympics. Any resturant that uses the
olympics to gain business will lose me as a
customer. 

Best of the web

Olympics Boycott

From “Boycott as the only effective form of
protest.” Comment at nouse.co.uk.

Students love to travel
Dear Nouse,

I would just like to say how much I enjoyed
reading your travel supplement in the last
edition. What a great idea! Its given me a lot
of travel ideas for this Summer which I defi-
nitely wouldn’t have thought of. I can’t wait
to get on the road and experience some of
them for myself.

I’m really impressed that York’s student
body is so well travelled. It’s great to see peo-
ple travelling to more obscure locations in
Europe, and not just the standard package
holidays that a lot of students are accus-
tomed to. To be honest i’ve always thought
that Europe doesn’t have as much to offer as
more exotic locations in Asia or South
America, but this is such a blinkered view. 

Your supplement shows that there’s a lot
to see in Europe apart from the norm. I’m
sure its inspired a lot of students to take a
look at what Europe can offer.

SSaarraahh FFeelllloowwss
FFiirrsstt yyeeaarr HHiissttoorryy ssttuuddeenntt

Correction

On the front page of the last edition the
headline read ‘Statistics released by YUSU
show overseas students are 250% more
likely to face an academic tribunal than
their British peers’. It should have read “as”
instead of “more”. Nouse apologises for this
mistake.
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Rebel group looks towards a new Nepal

Nepal has suffered a
tumultuous political
history marred with the

massacre of a royal family, ten
years of bloody civil war and
escalating poverty.

The pivotal April elections
signalled a resounding call for
change, unexpectedly from the
former rebels that were a
source of Nepal’s chaos.
Sweeping away the established
ruling class, the Maoist
Communist Party, still regard-
ed as a terrorist organisation by
the United States, emerged tri-
umphant. In securing 217 seats
in the 601-member constituent
assembly, the former rebels
effectively ended the rule of the
world’s last Hindu monarchy.

The Maoist Party’s charis-
matic figurehead, Prachanda,
or the ‘fierce one’, shocked by
his party’s own success, deliv-
ered a pacifying victory speech
to an enraptured audience wav-
ing the hammer and sickle
emblems of the now dominant
ruling party. “I thank all the
Nepalese people for giving us
the responsibility to make a
new Nepal, I will remain fully
committed to the peace process
and multi-party democracy.”

A far cry from the 1996
‘people’s war’ which left 13,000
dead, the transition from guer-
rilla combat to hustings seems
an inevitable process from a
party that realised a revolution
through the ballot rather than
the barrel was the only viable
option for an economically
crippled nation. With a nation-
al capita of only $260 a year
and a third of the population
below the poverty line, the
ubiquitous Maoist network ral-
lied the rural regions of Nepal,

Lida Mirzaii analyses the current situation in Nepal following the Maoist Party’ s journey from rebel
force to ruling power and highlights the uncertainty of the promises made by the newly elected group

Supporters
of Nepalist
Maoist
rebels gath-
ering at a
mass rally in
Katmandu

Transport Minister seeks students’ advice on policy

ROSIE WINTERTON,
Labour Minister for
Transport and also for
Yorkshire and the Humber,
came on Thursday to listen
to and discuss with “politi-
cally active students”, their
views on the government’s
future policy agenda.

“One of the things that
Gordon Brown wanted to do
was to give a preview of
what he was going to do and
to get people’s comments,”
Winterton said. This partic-
ular group of students were
the first people she had
talked to under the new ini-
tiative. Rather than a ‘nor-
mal’ meeting where atten-
dees throw awkward ques-

tions, the event took a more
discursive format. Each stu-
dent was given a 12 page full
colour document entitled
‘Preparing Britain for the
Future: the Government’s
Draft Legislative
Programme 2008/09’.

The draft was in four
sections; finance, opportu-
nities, public services and
people. Many of the propos-
als were met with criticism
and the questions posed by
students reflected this.

One query was about
why students did not
receive any funding for
Masters courses. Winterton
dismissed this, saying that
not enough people have any
qualifications. “We’ve set
quite an ambitious target of
the numbers of young peo-
ple who go to University. AsStudents with MP RosieWinterton and Matt Matravers

Peter Campbell
DEPUTY POLITICS EDITOR

a socialist I take your point,
but I have people [in my
constituency] who don’t
even get on the first rung.”

What about future
transport investment, given
the increasing levels of road
congestion? “[This is a]
massive issue if we are going
to deal with the environ-
ment. The first thing to say
is that we cannot build our
way out of congestion.”

The question of binge
drinking caused a lot of
argument. Head of Politics
Matt Matravers jokingly
addressing the room of stu-
dents asking “what would
you do?” While some stu-
dents defended 24-hour
drinking laws, one student
said that the greatest con-
cern was not the drinking,
but the violence that result-

capitalising on the support of
the marginalized populace by
promising change.

Sick of the existing ruling
coalitions and ineffective polit-
ical stalemate of the National
Congress (NC) and Unified
Marxist-Leninist (UML) par-
ties, Prachanda’s alluring ‘path
out of poverty and underdevel-
opment’ scheme is just the
kind of policies that Nepali
voters flocked towards.

Rajan, a student who also
works in his family’s rafting

business in Nepal’s capital,
Kathmandu, remains opti-
mistic that the Maoist Party is
more than just rhetoric: “I do
agree the system will be
changed for good. If they do
what they say they will do,
Nepal will have a constitution
similar to the US, the system
will change completely but it
wont be a total communist
state.” The ‘if ’ however is the
temperamental factor. Policies
aimed to appease will be far
more difficult to implement in

a country that has only seen
ineffectual autocratic rule, and
Prachanda’s apparently pro-
gressive economic policies will
not be enough to heave Nepal
from its fiscal slump.

The Maoists only have to
look to their Communist
neighbour, China, to see that
gathering wealth is para-
mount; the vestiges of tradi-
tional communist ideology is
only to be seen in the propa-
ganda of the red rally’s and the
‘people’s songs’.

With an economic plan to
gain foreign investment in
Nepal’s Himalayan hydropow-
er, step up horticulture and
social policies that fight against
class based discrimination, it is
easy to see why many Nepali’s
have chosen the former rebels
over King Gyanendra’s volatile
rule since 2001. Having lived a
lavish existence in an excep-
tionally poor country.

The Maoist party appears
more inclusive; managing to
elect 21 women to the Nepali
assembly compared to the one
female member elected by the
Nepali Congress, as well as
including the voice of the
Dalits (untouchables) who
make up 14 % of the popula-
tion who voted solidly against
this existent corruption.

The violent underbelly of
the party, however, still exists
in the form of the Young
Communist League, which has
always been more eager to pur-
sue ideological politics at any
cost. The more menacing tac-
tics of road blockades are still
used to immobilise the country
and cause unrest.

Sudeep, who works in an
orphanage in Prachanda’s
home district of Chitwan, is
sceptical of the Maoists com-
mitment to democracy. Like
many who voted for much
needed change, he can only
wait to see if they deliver. “You
don’t know what goes on
behind closed doors, the
Maoists have constantly caused
unrest, blocking off the roads
and for what? They’ve done a
lot to get us in the mess we’re
in. I’m not sure I have faith
they’ll get us out, but they’re
the only option we have.”

ed after it. Winterton
described the suggestion of
drinkers being forced to
help out at a hospital’s
Accident and Emergency
department as “an interest-
ing one”, but with regards to
anti-social behaviour, said “I
feel that we should get these
boy racers to clean up their
own neighbourhoods, which
would help everybody.”

Matt Matravers, who
co-ordinated the meeting,
said “the event was very
enjoyable, with very lively
discussion. I thought the
students were very interest-
ing, and the Minister was
equally robust.”

Elected to Parliament
in 1997 as MP for Doncaster
Central, Winterton was pre-
viously Head of Office for
John Prescott.



A ‘Christian choice’ in a secular capital
Alan Craig was the only London Mayoral Candidate from a Christian party.Peter Campbell talks to him
about Boris Johnson, giving up personal wealth, and receiving deaths threats from an Islamist group.

Alan Craig launching his London Mayoral Campaign, a campaign that sparked controversy over his stance on a propsed mega-mosque
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“Iam convinced that we
won’t get Christian val-
ues back into public life

unless people who are
Christians stand up and argue
for them. The mainstream
politicans mouth words about
Christianity but it’s only skin
deep. Deep down, the secular
authorities are deeply hostile to
Christianity.” Councillor Alan
Craig, who marketed himself as
the ‘Christian Choice’ in the
London Mayoral Race, came
sixth in the election, losing out
to the BNP and the Greens as
well as the three major parties.

When talking to him, Craig
speaks enthusiastically about
the process and experiences of
running as aMayoral candidate.
“I thoroughly enjoyed it. It
doesn’t bother me whether I’m
London Mayor or not, what
interests me is what people are
talking about, what are the
issues because it’s that that has
a real impact on the agenda.
The big question is ‘how do we
do in today’s politics, what the
Greens did in the 80s and 90s?”

Would Craig run again for
Mayor of London? “I might,
well, it’s four years away but I’m
not against the idea.” Would he
ever run in a general election?
“I’m not against it in principal,
but we need to sort ourselves
out at a council level first.”

Yet already this is a long
way from where he started out
in the 1970s, as a young affluent

businessman who, after a stint
in Hong Kong with his own
chauffeured Rolls-Royce,
returned to England to
become Chief Executive of a
group of manufacturing compa-
nies that employed 2,500 peo-
ple worldwide. All this before he
was 27.

Having converted to
Christianity in 1976, Craig
spent the next years
of his life running a
trust centre for
young offenders
released from
prison, almost all
of whom came
from broken
homes. Then, in
2002, he became
Britain’s first coun-
cillor for a Christian
party.

Despite his back-
ground and achieve-
ments, Craig, now 62
and leader of the
Christian Peoples

Alliance party, is not particular-
ly concerned about the level of
his public standing.

In the Mayoral Election,
Alan received just under
120,000 votes overall. Was he
pleased with this? “If I’m honest
I thought we would get 5%, this
time around all of the small par-
ties got squeezed by the Ken
and Boris show ... the BNP are
quite well established, and so
any small amount of media cov-
erage available, they got it.”

The inevitable subject of
Boris Johnson had to follow.
“He [Boris] came in as a
national joke, and everyone
thought he would slip on
banana skins during the

election campaign, but he did-
n’t. Give him a chance.” On a
personal level, Craig had a huge

amount of respect for
Ken. “I was queuing
up outside [a con-
ference hosted by
Ken] and sudden-
ly this small char-
acter with a scarf
came through
the crowd
holding two
children, and
it was the
Mayor of
London. Had

it been an
American Mayor, or the
Mayor of Paris, they
would have come in

with a motorcade, but our
Mayor gets off the tube.” On a
political level, however, he
viewed Ken very differently. “He
has become arrogant with
power...that is why he is so dan-
gerous.”

Craig, however, opposes
plans for a Mosque in Stratford
with a capacity of 12,000 wor-
shippers. “I’m not some BNP
Islamophobe: Muslims have as
much right to mosques as
Christians have to churches –
that’s freedom of religion and it
is essential in a democracy.”
The Mosque would be owned
and run by a group called
Tablighi Jamaat. Alan says “this
group have been associated with
Richard Reid, the shoe bomber;
with two of the 7/7 bombers

including Mohammed Siddique
Khan; and a number of those
arrested after the August 2006
airline terror plot were active
members and worshipped at
Tablighi Jamaat run Mosques.”

When Craig tried to raise
this in his party election broad-
cast, he was told by the BBC to
change his wording. “The
authorities are so scared of dis-
cussing Islam, whether they’re
afraid of bombs or terrorism I
don’t know.” In a hearing fol-
lowing the case, the judge ruled
that the original format was not
libellous.

In November, a video was
posted on YouTube titled “In
memory of Alan Craig”, spark-
ing much controversy. Craig
describes the inclusion of his

two daughters, aged 5 and 7, in
the film as “completely repre-
hensible” and said “serious
Muslims do not quote the
Qur’an as a joke and this means
I should take this very serious-
ly.” Will the Mosque be built?
“It would be mad, literally mad
but there’s no knowing where
our government will go. They
may think it’s electorally worth
their while.”

How does Craig see the
future for Party? “Many people
tell me ‘Alan, you’re wasting
your time. There’s no scope for a
Christian Party’, but my guess is
I will get re-elected, that we will
make progress. But they
[Labour] are very angry, and
they’re gunning for us. That’s
ok, that’s politics.”

“Boris came in as a national
joke, and everyone
thought he would slip on
banana skins during the
campaign, but he didn’t”

On Boris as Mayor:
“I think the jury has got to be
out. A lot of people don’t like
Boris, but say we can’t afford to
have another four years of Ken,
and I fall into that category.
Come back in a year’s time and
I’ll tell you what I think of him.”

On the ‘mega-mosque’:
“They [Tablighi Jamaat] are pro-
moting their form of Islam, and
using their funds to promote
their form of Islam in our coun-

try. They are using our ope-
nenss and our civil liberties,
which are good things.”

On Immigration:
“I think there should be a mora-
torium for some time. I don’t
mean genuine refugees, but I
think that many ethnic minori-
ties would agress as well.We
need to give ourselves space
and time to absorb the huge
numbers who have come into
this country in recent years.”

On the smoking ban:
“Extraordinary nanny-state.You
and I cannot come together as
individuals and start a smoking
club. Isn’t that incredible in a
democracy?”

On Christianity in politics:
“Ultimately, Christian values are
universal values. Love your
neighbour as yourself - the
starting point for community.
Where does that come from?
Jesus.”

IN HIS OWNWORDS
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MatthewJeynes
With the well respected policy of voting
for who you know, who needs hustings?

I
t is a widely accepted
fact that most sports
clubs and societies at
the University have

cliques. Even if a club is as
inclusive as it could hope to
be, there will still be a clique.

This struck me while I
was at the hustings for the
AU elections last Thursday,
particularly when four of the
candidates failed to show up
to give a speech. Perhaps one
or two of them had good rea-
sons, but potential secretary
Harry Collins was, according
to reliable sources, on a date.

It didn’t take long to
realise why they did not turn
up. It was because they knew
they would win. None of the
four missing candidates were
contested for their positions.
But also, they know that they
will win because they are in
the clique, they will be voted
for by their friends.

This process is pretty
standard across a large
amount of society and club
elections. I’m not saying that
it is wrong - if the pre-deter-
mined winner is competent,
as well as being very sociable
and politically tactful, then
well done them.

What did strike me as
odd is why have the hustings
anyway? There were, at
most, 30 people actually lis-
tening to the speeches, dis-

counting those chatting at
the bar or those taking a
break in the Langwith versus
Derwent pool showdown.

So why have the hus-
tings, especially for the
uncontested positions? No-
one really seems to care what
the individual candidates
policies are, and honestly
they didn’t really differ. The
speeches were not recorded

by anyone but me, and this
edition will come out too late
to really affect the voting. In
the end it will just come
down to the traditional
University system of voting
for who you know.

Under this system, it
seems likely there will be a
distinct Lacrosse feel to next
year’s Exec, barring any sur-
prise RON-ing, with well

over half of the positions
likely to be Lacrosse or ex-
Lacrosse players, not to men-
tion Alex Lacy, AU
President-elect, himself a
keen player.

This is perhaps indica-
tive of the rapid rise to
prominence of Lacrosse on
campus, reflecting the fairly
growth of Lacrosse in gener-
al both here in Britain and in

America.
This is clearly why some

of the candidates decided not
to turn up. People will vote
for team mates in their own
club, and it is clear that the
Lacrosse club has a knack of
getting its members on the
Exec. It could be that people
who play Lacrosse are more
attracted to administrative
duties, but I can’t see an

obvious link.
They will face a choice

for Events officer, which sees
two Lacrosse members run-
ning against each other.
Frankly, one of them should
run for Comms officer, it
would make more sense.

So, it seems that in our
cliquey University society
hustings have become obso-
lete. The whole ceremony of
asking for written or verbal
questions seemed out of
place at an event which con-
sists mainly of candidate’s
friends writing witty written
questions such as “is RON
just too strong this year?”

I mean, who could for-
get the hour’s worth of irrele-
vant questions that Rich
Croker received last year
when running for Treasurer?
I was pleasantly surprised
the whole affair lasted only
an hour and a half.

Hustings for the non-
sabbatical positions are fairly
pointless, as are possibly
hustings for Union positions
in general. Students are
going to vote for who they
know, or who they bumped
into once in Ziggy’s in a
drunken haze. There’s noth-
ing wrong with that, but it
seems silly to kid ourselves
that hustings make a differ-
ence when all the evidence
points to the contrary.

A probable Lacrosse-dominated Athletic Union Exec may reflect the fast growing national profile of the sport

Mixed results for York in BUSA league review

WITH THE IMMINENT amalga-
mation of BUSA with UCS, and a
possible restructuring of the
University season next year, the
final league tables may not end up
meaning much.

However, with any changes
not likely to take effect until the
year after, and with the pride of
York’s teams at stake, a review of
this year’s BUSA season is in order.

As evidenced by York’s climb
from 52nd to 40th in the BUSA
rankings, this season was a overall a
successful one for York’s teams,
with a nervey away-Roses win cap-
ping the season off. But, as always,
some teams fared better than oth-
ers in the leagues.

The most improved club the

Matthew Jeynes
SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s Rugby team celebrating their breakthrough season

year must be the women’s Rugby
1st team, who went from being
barely able to score points in previ-
ous seasons to to only losing their

league on points differance.
It has been a good year all-

round for the Rugby teams, with
both the men’s 1sts and 2nds get-

ting to their respective knockout
competitions, although both
missed out promotion.

Other notable successes this
year came for the men’s
Badminton, who came 2nd in
league 2B, then lost out in the final
of the Knockout Shield, and the
women’s Hockey 1sts, who comfort-
ably won their league, 3B, but then
failed to progress in the Knockout
Plate.

The men’s Football 1sts were
another team to make their
Knockout Plate, reaching the quar-
ter-finals after easily winning
league 3B and gaining promotion
after a tense playoff encounter.

However, perhaps the stand-
out team were the men’s Table-
Tennis 1sts who, after finishing 2nd
in their league 1A, progressed to the
final of the Knockout Trophy,
played at the British University

Chamionships in Sheffield, where
they were outclassed by a strong
Manchester team.

At the other end of the scale, it
was a difficult season for the
Squash club, with both their men’s
and women’s 1sts being relegated
from their respective divisions.

They were not alone though,
as the men’s Baskeball 1sts, Tennis
1sts andHockey 1sts, among others,
were relegated as well, and those
clubs will be looking to bounce
straight back up next season.

Overall, the positive aspects of
the season probably outweighed
the negatives, although this mini-
review is only concerned with com-
petitive BUSA sports. In the end,
this season will be remembered
solely for the away Roses win at
Lancaster, and the last-minute
equaliser in the men’s Hockey that
brought victory about.

GEORGE LOWTHER

GEORGE LOWTHER
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AU Executive takes to the field for charity
As the Athletic Union continue in their year long effort to raise money for charity, Jack Organ follows
the AU Exec in what looks to be their last charitable endeavour of the season: 24 sports in 24 hours

The Athletic
Union have
taken part in
several gru-
elling events
in recent
months to
raise thou-
sands for
charity

Throughout the year, AU
President Jo Carter has
led the Athletic Union in

several charity events which
included a London Marathon
and a bike ride to Lancaster and
back. Even with the current
Exec team coming to the end of
their tenure, they decided to
partake in one more challenge
to raise money for a good cause.

Coming to the end of its
term as the Athletic Union
Exec, the current team decided
to do something to mark the
end of their tenure, and raise
money for the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance by participating in
24 sports in 24 hours on May
21.

The Exec were split into
two teams, with AU President
Jo Carter heading Carter’s
Crusaders and Jack Kennedy
leading Kennedy’s Knights. The
first order of the day was dodge-
ball beginning at 9am in the
Tent. Starting with high spirits
and plenty of exuberance, both
teams were evenly matched,
playing out a draw.With a logis-
tical error preventing the teams
from competing in Archery, the
teams instead took part in a
rounders game with the
Knights managing to draw first
blood, taking it 11 ½ - 6.

Seeing the teams four
hours later on the Astroturf
competing in Hockey, I was
immediately struck by how
fresh they seemed. Five sports
and five hours on and they were
still going at it with everything
they had, despite having
climbed a rock wall, fenced and
played Lacrosse. It was no sur-
prise that hockey players Jo
Carter and Sam Simms helped
the Crusaders to a solid but
close victory.

When organising the event

the Exec had had the foresight
to choose indoor sports that
were in sight of a television dur-
ing the period of the
Manchester United and Chelsea
game. So while the Champions
League Final unfolded in dra-
matic style in front of the mass-
es in Derwent bar there was
another closely fought contest
being decided, as the two teams
battled it out on the pool table
and darts board. Speaking to
them at the halfway mark, I
could see fatigue starting to

teams at this stage looked
exhausted, yet there was still
talk of doing a sprint relay for
the point, despite the fact that
Carter’s Crusaders had already
won.

Asking around as to how
they felt, they were glad it was
drawing to a close, with many
stiffening limbs occurring all
round. The sense from all was of
camaraderie, having been alone
in the sports centre all night
playing sports many were not
proficient at while in a state of

creep in and some of the spark
had abated. Yet, bearing in
mind they had been competing
for twelve hours straight in
physically demanding sports,
one could only wonder at how
they weren’t flat out on their
backs.

Catching up with the teams
in the last hour at 8am as they
pounded the athletic track
(there was some consternation
as to who had picked that sport
last) the sense of relief that it
was over was palpable. The

Futsal squad impress in international tournament

HIDDEN WITHIN the
depths of the southern
Netherlands, 21 of the best
university teams from
around Europe met to com-
pete for the prestigious title
of IUTT Champions 2008.
For 24 years now the
Eindhoven University of
Technology has hosted the
tournament for university
futsal teams invited from all
over the world to take part in
a three-day marathon of the
indoor five-a-side game.

The French, Polish,
Portugese and Slovakians
arrived as the leading teams
from their respective coun-
tries and their dazzling play
did not disappoint. Within York beat strong opposition to finish in the top eight

this glittering field, repre-
senting England, the
University of York was the
surprise package of the tour-
nament, beating several
highly fancied teams on its
way to a record eighth place
finish.

Futsal is a game that is
growing at rapid pace in the
UK. From humble origins in
Brazil, it has come to be
regarded as the leading form
of small-sided football
worldwide. The heavy ball
and tight spaces encourage
the type of play for which
Brazil has become famous; a
combination of outrageous
skills and quick and intelli-
gent pass-and-move football
– the beautiful game at its
best.

York started slowly, tak-
ing a 4-0 drubbing in their

extreme tiredness and sleep
deprivation. Jo Carter captured
the essence of what the Exec
had gone through when she
commented that “this was hard-
er then the London Marathon”.
Seeing the teams at that early
stage on Thursday morning one
would be hard pressed to dis-
agree with her sentiment.

Overall, the challenge was
a great success for the AU and
organiser Adam Clark who
ensured that the event ran
smoothly.

first game. It was a harsh
welcome to the level of com-
petition; the players’ opposi-
tion in the York League pro-
viding inadequate prepara-
tion for matches against
international standard play-
ers. They bounced back to
defeat Portugese champions,
Faculdade de Direito de
Lisboa, then Poznan, the
Polish national champions in
two thrilling matches.

James Grey stood out
for York and it was his scor-
ing that propelled the team
into the playoffs for fifth to
eighth place. It was quite an
achievement for the team,
who were missing several key
players throughout the tour-
nament and suffering the
loss of influential captain
Jeroen Oomen for most of
the second day’s play.

Although the team eventual-
ly lost out to the Northern
Cypriots and EMU Crows,
Grey picked up the award for
top goal-scorer, hitting thir-
teen goals in fourteen games.

York’s excellent showing
at the tournament has
earned the team several invi-
tations to other inter-
European tournaments and
a newfound need for a tro-
phy cabinet to accommodate
for the club’s bright future.

Dan Hyde
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

David Ambrozejczyk
Sebastian Taro Groth
Ivan Lourie
David Slater
Dan Hyde
Jeroen Oomen
James Grey

YORK LINE UP

SAM SIMMS

SAM SIMMS

TOM HOLE



VOTING FOR the non-sab-
batical positions of the
Athletic Union Exec is now
open after last Thursday’s
hustings in Derwent Bar.
Voting will close at 3pm
tomorrow afternoon, with the
results announced at 7pm
that evening in Derwent Bar.

As in previous years,
most of the positions are
uncontested, with Mike
Leahy and Adam Clark look-
ing set to secure the impor-
tant positions of Treasurer
and Vice-President respec-
tively.

The only contested posi-
tions are that of Events officer
and the College Sport Referee
Coordinator. The latter is
likely to be an important posi-
tion in the coming year, after
the much-publicised difficul-
ties finding referees this year,
particularly in college football
competitions.

Most of the questions put
to the two coordinator candi-
dates concerned how to find
referees and how to pay for
them, with Lizzie Hollins pro-
posing to give out a list of fix-
tures to all sports teams at the
start of the year to make sure
referees turn up to all games.

While Philip Walker
argued that the money for ref-
erees “must be found from
somewhere” because referees
are “essential if college sport
is to continue”, Hollins was
more realistic, stating that
unless the AU was given more

money, “alternative options
need to be looked at”.

They also differed in
their opinions over whether
referees should be paid if the
University has paid for their
course, with Hollins in favour
of full pay for the referees,
while Walker instead pro-
posed paying them a reduced
hourly rate.

Leahy, running for the
key position of treasurer after
being Lacrosse treasurer and
AU Tournament secretary,
seemed to focus mainly on re-
budgeting rather than on

schemes to raise more money,
completely rejecting ideas
such as charging for college
sport.

According to one mem-
ber of the Lacrosse exec,
Leahy “rescued the club’s
finances from the terrible
state they had previously been
in”, but he was hesitant to
commit himself to policies
until the AU’s budget was
decided. He sat on the fence
over whether to provide more
funds to bigger or smaller
clubs, claiming: “I want to
finance the big clubs to get
the big results, but there are
also BUSA points available in

every sport”. He did state that
he wanted to “develop non-
BUSA sports, pushing them
towards a BUSA standard”.

Adam Clark, a Derwent
sports rep running uncontest-
ed for Vice-President, focused
unsurprisingly on promoting
inclusivity in college sport,
seeing it as a “stepping stone”
to University participation.
He was also very much in
support of further college bar-
barians matches, considering
the success of the College
rugby select XV against the
Rugby 2nds, and declared
that, if the one-day tourna-
ment later this term is suc-
cessful, then he would look to
establish Lacrosse as a college
sport.

In response to a question
about a college rugby league
similar to the one in place for
football, Clark was hesitant to
make any promises. He
explained that the problem
was in finding pitches, as the
University teams don’t want
college rugby matches on
their pitches, and that he
would be looking into other
options.

The turnout for hustings
was poor, with the four candi-
dates running for uncontest-
ed positions not turning up,
while no-one is running for
Communications Officer.

Speaking afterwards, AU
President Jo Carter stated
that there would be a by-elec-
tion for the Communications
position in the next few
weeks, stating that she knew
“a couple of people who may
be interested.”
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THIS COMING YEAR will see
a transition in student sport.
The merger of BUSA and UCS
[University & College Sport]
will see a joined up approach
from Athletic Unions and
Sports Departments in a new
organisation to be called British
Universities and Colleges Sport,
or BUCS.

Whereas BUSA cater for
university sport, UCS tradition-
ally focus on elite and grass-
roots sport, and so the new
organisation will see greater
unity for university sport and
the opportunity for institutions
such as York to develop their
sporting programme. Not only
will the BUSA competition be
replaced with BUCS, but the
nature of the competition will
also see a shift to a more region-
alised sports programme.

BUSA have designed a
league format, after requests
from institutions to provide a
full two terms of sport for the
winter league sports, but with
the awareness of the financial
implications and the pressures
placed on Athletic Unions.

Below the highest level,
the belief is that students are
spending too much time and
money competing in national
competitions. The principle of a
two tier sport has been intro-
duced which means that for
Tiers 2 and below, the knock-
outs will be regionalised.

This means that there will
be no more lengthy coach jour-
neys to knockout games in
places like Aberdeen or Cardiff.
It also signals the arrival of a
longer season for all teams.

Whereas at present the
BUSA season ends in January,
and only the best performing
teams progress to knockouts,
the proposed changes will inte-
grate a cup programme similar
to the way the FA cup is inte-
grated into the Football League.

It has been proposed that
the National knockout compe-
titions be replaced with a five
Conference Shield Knockout
based on regions. This gives all
teams the opportunity to have
an extra seven fixtures through-
out the term, and regardless of
their success in the knockout
competition the season will
continue through until March.

The league structure will
remain unchanged with the
majority of leagues of six teams
competing against each other
home and away. The format for
promotion and relegation will
remain largely unchanged.

This year has been a huge-
ly successful year for York
sport; Roses and Varsity victory
and a top 40 finish in the BUSA
table (last year we finished
52nd). I hope York next year
continues to develop a sporting
reputation as good as its aca-
demic one.

Jo
Carter

Few positions contested as Athletic
Union elections spark little interest

Adam Clark (above) and Mike Leahy (below)
speaking at AU election hustings last Thursday

Wentworth favourites for Cup after win

Matthew Jeynes
SPORTS EDITOR

AN EXPERIENCED and
cohesive Wentworth team
narrowly edged out their
Langwith adversaries in the
stand-out match of the lat-
est round of College Cup
Volleyball. The three pre-
ceding matches were merely
a warm-up to this con-
frontation between the two
favourites and the teams
served up a dramatic match
which could easily have
swung either way.

Langwith captain
Alberto Furlan clearly had
his team motivated for this
match-up, as they came out
firing to neutralise the expe-

College volleyball is growing rapidly, following the University team’s success

to complete a comprehen-
sive 15-6 triumph.

Wentworth will now
assume the tag of favourites.
Another fancied team,
Halifax, were surprisingly
toppled by James College by

a straight set 25-13, 25-22
scoreline. Goodricke had
overcome Alcuin 2-0 in the
second match, after
Vanbrugh recovered from
losing the opening set to
defeat Derwent 2-1.

rience of Wentworth’s Carlo
Reggiani and Berksov
Bilgin. The height of
Langwith’s Steve Bennett
proved influential in main-
taining a close contest
throughout the first set, but
his efforts proved ultimately
fruitless as the postgrads
snatched it 27-25.

Undeterred, Langwith
swiftly broke back, some
neat play from Alex Taylor
and Saad Siddiqi proving
central in another tightly-
contested set. Wentworth’s
Tomohiro Kammy excelled
with some aggressive net
playmaking, while
Langwith gradually adapted
to the looping serves of
Reggiani, allowing them to
snatch the second set 26-24.

In the decisive third
set, curtailed to a target of
15 points, Wentworth’s
advantage of experience

told as individual errors
beset the fatigued Langwith
team. Despite the often dra-
matic efforts of Furlan to
save the drain of points,
Wentworth never relin-
quished their stranglehold

“I want to finance the big
clubs to get the big
results, but I also want to
develop non-BUSA sports,
pushing them towards a
BUSA standard.”

Mike Leahy

CERI OAKES

Adam Shergold
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Wentworth 2
Langwith 1

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL

TOM HOLE

CERI OAKES
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SPORT

YORK’S NOVICE crews con-
tinued their troubled season
at the Edinburgh Regatta on
Saturday by falling short of
victory in all of their sched-
uled races.

The conditions in
Motherwell’s Strathclyde
Country Park looked tough
from the outset as strong
winds ensured that the lake
would be choppy at best, put-
ting all of the crews at a dis-
advantage and making steer-
ing through the 2,000m
course difficult.

The women’s Novice
four B crew found this out to
their cost when they were

beached on their way to the
start line after their boat had
to be held up when one of the
women’s oars was caught out
of position. Not only was the
crew not able to race, but due
to the boat taking on water,
Cox Deborah Burgess was
feared to be ill - suffering
from hypothermia symptoms
in the hours following the
incident.

Elsewhere, York’s
Novice women’s A crew per-
formed above expectations
in their fours race and fin-
ished second to Edinburgh,
fighting off competition from
Leeds and Dundee, who fin-
ished third and fourth
respectively.

This result was especial-
ly impressive as the crew
were almost forced to not

“Why do we even
need hustings now?”

Adam Clark set for
Vice-President role

24 in 24 the latest
AU charity event

York’s Futsal squad
represents Britain

With only the Referee Coordinator
and Events Officer being contest-
ed, the AU elections are likely to
be an unsurprising affair, with
Adam Clark taking the important
position of AU Vice-President.

In a year of charitable
endeavors by Jo Carter and the
Athletic Union Exec, Nouse
reports on their latest attempt
to raise money for Yorkshire
Air Ambulance.

The University Futsal Team fin-
ished in the top eight at an inter-
national Futsal competition in
Eindhoven, whilst also picking up
the accolade for top scorer of the
whole competition.

CHARITY FEATURE >> P18AU ELECTIONS >> P19 MATTHEW JEYNES >> P17

After witnessing the Athletic
Union election hustings, Matthew
Jeynes questions the relevance of
holding hustings when few people
even care about them, preferring
instead to vote for who they know.

FUTSAL IN AMSTREDAM >> P18

Criss Noice
SPORTS EDITOR

York and Edinburgh’s Novice crews prepare to head to the start for their Mixed Eights sprint race over 500 metres at Strathclyde Country Park in Motherwell, Scotland

Novice crews fall short of victory
in tough conditions at Edinburgh

enter due to problems with
the order in the boat. Coach
Sam Bacon said after the
race: “We’re really pleased
with getting a result here;
our aim was just to not come
last so they’ve outdone them-
selves today.”

In the men’s races, York
lost out to Edinburgh in both
the fours and eights pieces
but appeared to be pleased
with their progress in an
eight after underperforming
in recent Regattas. The four
lost by seven or eight lengths,
but the eight looked strong
after a poor start and was
able to stay within two
lengths of Edinburgh’s boat.

According to Coach
Bacon, “the trouble with the
four was that they weren’t
able to convert their effort

ROWING

BUSA Review:
At the end of a varied season for York’s
sports teams, we look at the clubs that
have performed above expectations in
their league >> Page 17

into boat speed. The guys are
taking steps to fix this;
they’re getting better with
every race.”

Novice men’s Captain
Simon Reed said of the
result: “In terms of our tech-
nique it was a pretty good
race, we were able to stay
with them through the first
kilometre. We simply need to
get more accustomed to
2,000m pieces.”

Despite not achieving
victory in the all York boats,
some members of York’s
crew were on the winning
side when other squads
required extra members.
Women’s stroke Charlotte
Macdonald was drafted in to
stroke Edinburgh’s women’s
eight and subsequently led
them to a comfortable victo-

ry in a race that embodied
the hosts dominance in all
categories on the day.

After lunch, the 500m
sprint races began with York
entering members of both
the men’s and women’s crews
into boats consisting of a
mixture of several crews.
Although the races were
intended to be a light heart-
ed affair, the competitive
spirit was still rife through-
out the rowers. This compet-
itive nature nearly cost York
as the two boats containing
their rowers collided after
just 50 metres, forcing a
restart.

On the second attempt,
it was the boat coxed by
Novice women’s Captain
Rebecca Jayne Dobinson
that just edged out Leeds to

win by a canvas. The Novices
will now turn to
Peterborough where they
face a much wider range of
opposition on June 7-8.

YORK CREWS

NoviceWomen: Charlotte
Macdonald, Charlotte Lane
Whitney Potter, Sally Pigott
Heather Mallett, Alexandra
Hassall, Anna Smith, Rebecca
Jayne Dobinson, Laura
Bouvet, Deborah Burgess

Novice Men: Mark
Williamson, Eddy O Brien,
Simon Reed (c), Criss Noice,
Miles Whitehead, Jonathan
Lis,Michael Filonowicz, David
Cowie,Tom Bradfield,
Sebastian Bottard
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