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Wins election by 431 votes in last round Only President to have been elected twice
SAM NEWSOME

TIM NGWENA has won his re-
election as YUSU President. 

Voting results for the six can-
didates, Tim Ngwena, Oliver
Hutchings, David Levene, Roberto
Powell, Matthew Freckleton and
David Hansen, were announced on
Saturday night at The Courtyard,
along with the results of all the
other YUSU positions. Voting for
President went into the fifth round,
with Ngwena gaining 431 votes
over rival candidate Hutchings.

Speaking to Nouse on the

night, Ngwena stated that he was
“so pleased” to be elected, and that
he didn’t know  “what [his] first
promise would be” because he was
“so exicted”.

Online voting for YUSU candi-
dates opened on 8 March and
closed on 12 March. Almost one in
three undergraduate students
voted in the election, with 32 per
cent of undergraduates voting in
total.  Speaking about the other five
Presidential candidates, Ngwena
claimed that “they were all great
competition”, saying: “We all knew
from the start that it would be close
and it was, right to the end.” He
added that the campaigning

between them all had remained
“clean” throughout, and that
“everyone gave 100 per cent”.

Ngwena stated that he had
started thinking of re-running for
President about eight months ago
when he had “already settled into
the role”, but did not decide to run
definitely until last month. He
believes that running for a second
year is necessary as a “much longer
time” is needed “in terms of making
actual, real change for specific peo-
ple and groups.”  

He stated that his campaign
had gotten off to a slow start, being
launched on the Thursday after
campaigning had officially started

rather than on Monday along with
all the other Presidential candi-
dates. 

His campaign was based
around “the same image and
ground as last year”, but Ngwena
believes that those who voted for
him were looking for “more than
just policies and personalities”.
Speaking to Nouse, he thought that
students this year voted for some-
one who they knew “would be able
to handle the range of issues which
will crop up” and which wouldn’t be
covered in candidates’ policies. 

He also added that students

Charlotte Hogarth-Jones
EDITOR

Continued on Page 4

Student incurs loss
of £2,000
THE UNIVERSITY has faced
scrutiny this week after it was
revealed that third-year student,
Jason Rose, has incurred a per-
sonal debt of over £2,000 after
investing his own money into
the 13:3 event held on Saturday.
Rose was never given any guid-
ance by the University that
would ensure the event was
financially viable. >> NEWS P3

Claudia Lawrence:
one year on 
IT HAS been a year since
Goodricke chef Claudia
Lawrence went missing. Her
disappearance is now being
treated by North Yorkshire
police as suspected murder.
Crimestoppers are offering a
£10,000 reward for anyone
with information. >> NEWS P3

Management 
lecturer criticised
A UNIVERSITY Accounting
and Finance lecturer has been
accused of giving students too
much information regarding
exams taken this term and 
actively discrediting degrees.
This comes after a 14.5 per cent
rise in median grades in the
module from 2009.   
>> NEWS P2
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A UNIVERSITY of York
Accounting and Finance lecturer
has been accused of giving out “too
much information” to second-year
students taking exams this term,
and actively discrediting their
degrees.

It has been revealed that sec-
ond-year students were given
exam information last term that
directly coincided with a signifi-
cant increase in the amount of first
class marks in the module, causing
student outrage.

a second-
year Accounting, Business,
Finance and Management
(ABFM) student, and Chair of
AccFin Society, told Nouse that
the lecturer has been “giving out
information about what would be
in exams” and that students this
year have been given an “unfair
advantage”.

Another second-year ABFM
student, who preferred to remain
anonymous, complained that the
information revealed by the tutor
in his lectures “pointed very much
to what would be in the exams”.

The tutor has been accused of
giving his students information
which directed them to Part A of
the compulsory second-year mod-
ule, Financial Management and
Financial Reporting (FMFR).

Such complaints follow infor-
mation disclosed to Nouse about
the 14.5 per cent rise in median
grades in FMFR this term.

Statistics provided by
Josephine Maltby, Director of
Teaching and Professor of
Accounting and Finance at York
Management School, revealed that
last academic year the average
grade for Part A of the module was
50 per cent, whereas this year the
average mark was 74.5 per cent.
Last year, 34 students failed the
module, whereas this year, only
seven students have not achieved a
pass grade.

One second-year ABFM stu-
dent commented: “The results are
unfair because they discredit our
course if the marks are that high.”

She added: “People don’t take

ABFM and Management seriously,
but it is not a reflection of students
or their ability.”

A third-year Management
student said that it is “grossly
unfair” that second-year students
may have been given a greater
advantage this year, and that
FMFR is the “notorious” module
which “everyone dreads”.

He added that “all the third-
years” noticed the unprecedented
rise in median grades this year,
and that he thinks they “should not
have been provided with the infor-
mation because then there is no
point in doing the exam.”

Maltby advises that students
“attend all lectures, seminars and
other teaching events offered for a
module.”

However, students in the sus-
pect tutor’s seminar and lecture
groups remarked that the turnout
to his lectures is consistently low.

The tutor in question joined
the Management School at the
start of this academic year, where-
as last year FMFR was taught by
Walter Mkumbuzi.

A third-year student said that
last year it was “completely
unheard of for someone to get a
first in FMFR” and that this year
most second-years he has spoken
to “have said it was easy”.

This year’s pass rate was 96
per cent, whereas last year it was
80 per cent.

Maltby admitted: “As far as
lecture content is concerned, the
lecture in Week Ten of Autumn
term included a PowerPoint pres-
entation with advice for
revision/preparation for the exam.
This was also immediately made
available on the VLE website for
the module.”

David Garner, the University
Press Officer, commented: “I
understand that Josephine Maltby
has provided Nouse with a com-
prehensive response to the inquiry
about the York Management
School, to which I have nothing to

add.”
An email sent on 9 March to

all students taking the Part B
examination of FMFR next term
from Maltby and Philip Linsley,
Head of Undergraduate
Programmes, told students that
Part B will not be set “at a higher
level of difficulty than the FMFR
Part A examination as a means of
levelling out results across the
module... The examinations are of
the same standard.”

Gondhia said: “How do they
plan to address the issue of the 'ab-
normally' high grades last term?”

Charlie Leyland, YUSU
Academic Officer, has commented:
“The York Management School are
actively addressing their poor per-
formance in NSS Results and stu-
dent feedback with YUSU and the
course reps. I know that the course
reps are engaging with the depart-
ment to work together on issues
such as teaching, assessment and
feedback, and communication...
Assessment and feedback is still an
issue in the NSS results, though we
are doing better now.”

The lecturer in question
denied a personal response, and
said that Maltby’s information
provided sufficient clarification.
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Dr John Parkinson of the Politics
Department has been appointed
Special Advisor to the House of
Lords Constitution Committee.
Having been approached by the
Clerk of the Committee last
November, he will now be advising
on the current inquiry into
‘Referendums in the UK's
Constitutional Experience’. Dr
Parkinson said he was “delighted”,
stating : “It’s been really interesting
to participate in the deliberations of
the Committee right from the start.”
The Committee makes independent
inquiries into a variety of issues
involving the UK’s Constitution.

James College fire
raises questions
A fire in a James College kitchen has
led to questions over the safety of
University-provided electrical appli-
ances. The A Block kitchen fire fol-
lows complaints from James College
residents that “the appliances are
dangerous; they are not of a suitable
quality to be used daily by sixteen
people.” Although the porters
arrived at the fire within five min-
utes of the fire alarm sounding, one
porter raised concerns over the
potential danger of the situation,
saying that students may have been
forced to “contact campus security”
if they hadn’t arrived so quickly.

Lecturer appointed
as Lords advisor

Student volunteer
wins award
A University of York student has
been awarded a national award for
volunteering. Robin Lindop-Fisher,
a third-year Languages and
Linguistics student, won the award
after volunteering through the
charity PACT to work with a young
disabled person in the York area.
Together, they have recorded an
album, created a music video and
performed in Betty’s Tea Shop in
York. Lindop-Fisher stated:
“Volunteering has been a
really good experience. We never
expected to get this far.” He then
continued to tell Nouse that the pair
were “still writing songs together.
We get better all the time.” He added
that it has helped him learn how to
“apply my degree to something
practical.”

RReeppoorrttiinngg bbyy CCaammiillllaa AAppccaarr,, HHaannnnaahh
CClluuggssttoonn aanndd VViiccttoorriiaa LLeeee
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Lecturer accused of leaking “too much
information” to students before exams

Are Travellers and Gypsies the last groups
to face open discrimination? LLiiaamm
OO’’BBrriieenn visits sites local to York and dis-
covers that Third World living conditions
aren’t  as far away as we think. 
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“It is completely unheard of for
someone to get a first in
FMFR... this is the notorious
module which everyone
dreads.”

A third-year 
Management student



3NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER
www.nouse.co.uk Tuesday 16 March 2010 News

THIS THURSDAY will mark a
year since the missing Goodricke
chef Claudia Lawrence was last
seen. North Yorkshire police are
continuing to treat her disappear-
ance as a suspected murder and
state that the case “remains a
major investigation”.

Claudia was reported missing
by her father, Peter Lawrence, just
after 2pm on 20 March 2009,
although the last known sighting
of her was on the afternoon of 18
March. The last person known to
have spoken to her was her mother
Joan at around 8.15pm on the
evening of 18 March.

A spokeperson for North
Yorkshire police stated that detec-
tives are “continuing to pursue the
many lines of enquiry generated by

our appeals” and that the police
have had “a tremendous response
from members of the public,
including support and assistance
from the residents and students of
York”.

The police continued to state
that “the picture of Claudia's life

remains incomplete”, saying that
they believe “Claudia has come to
harm at the hands of someone she
knew”.

Speaking to Nouse, Peter
Lawrence, Claudia’s father, said
that “someone, somewhere holds
the key to helping us find out what

happened to her.”
He asked that “if anyone who

was around then still has any
thoughts that they might know
something about it, for our sake
they should come forward and say
so. Anybody who didn’t see
Claudia as a matter of course at

the Roger Kirk Centre, I’m sure by
now knows what she looks like,
and how she walks, and maybe
something will jog their memory
even a year on. If anybody thinks
they know anything but don’t
think it is important, let somebody
else be the judge of that. It may be
the tiny piece of the puzzle that
the police need to put it all togeth-
er and get a result.”

He continued to say that
“Claudia was part of the University
and I would like to think that any-
one at the University would give
information that might be helpful.”

If anyone has any informa-
tion, please contact Crimestoppers,
who are offering a £10,000
reward, on 0800 555 111. North
Yorkshire Police can also receive
information on 0845 60 60 247.

A year on since Claudia Lawrence’s disappearance
Charlotte Hogarth-Jones
EDITOR

www.ey.com/uk/careers

CCTV footage showing Claudia Lawrence at the Roger Kirk Centre on the day she went missing

LEADER >> Page 12

THE UNIVERSITY has been criti-
cised this week for allowing a third
-year student, Jason Rose, to
organise and hold an event in
Central Hall from which he made a
personal loss of over £2,000.

Rose was allowed to invest
£4,400 of his own money into the
event held last Saturday, named
13:3, which was endorsed by the
Christian Union.

The money covered the costs
of hiring the band, equipment,
porters and duty managers, which
are required by the University for
health and safety reasons.

However, while the University
communicated with Rose regard-
ing health and safety issues, and
the apt provision of sufficient funds
to cover the University costs, he did
not have to go through any proce-
dures or checks to ensure the event
would be financially viable and that

he would be protected from losing
such a considerable sum of his own
money.

Rose’s consequent loss has
caused concern among some who
have viewed this as the University
prioritising profit over student wel-
fare.

For the event, starring the
renowned Christian band, ‘The
Gentlemen’, Rose needed to sell
650 tickets or more to break even,

but on the night only sold around
200 tickets.

Rose stated that the University
had been “very helpful in organis-
ing the event and communicating
with [him] about all sorts of
issues”, and that they have gone “far
beyond the call of duty in support-
ing the event”.

However, there have been
questions over whether the
University’s role should be more
personal and supportive of the
individual student rather than the
event as a whole.

Ben Humphrys, YUSU
Welfare Officer commented: “This
is a prime example of the
University failing in its duty of
care; it’s unacceptable that a stu-
dent has been allowed to take on
thousands of pounds worth of lia-
bility in a campus venue with no
checks or balances put in place.”

He continued to state: “In
recognising this failure of process, I
expect the University to waive any
sum owed to it for the event and
immediately implement a review of
the system to prevent this happen-
ing again. YUSU already protects
individuals and societies who run
events through us around campus;
if the University can’t offer the
same protection they should ensure
that we’re involved, or at least that
some safeguards are in place,
before negligently signing off on an
event.”

Jon Greenwood, Head of
Financial Services, stated that such
an event is “taken at the student’s
own risk.”

He continued: “All that is
required is an event request form,
which is then coordinated through
health and safety. Our role is just to
act as space managers, we don’t
really do anymore than that. We
probably ought to be allowed to do
more, and get more involved with
the students or colleges who run
these events. Especially since he
isn’t using the bar, we haven‘t real-

ly been involved in Jason Rose’s
event at all.”

Lewis Bretts, YUSU
Democracy and Services Officer,
also voiced his concern that the
University has allowed Rose to get
into such a financially awkward sit-
uation, stating: “If he had organ-
ised the event through YUSU, we
would have offered support and
advice based more around personal
student welfare, making him go
through procedures beforehand to
ensure he didn’t make such a con-
siderable personal loss. I would
hope that the University has simi-
lar standards and procedures,
though it doesn’t appear that any of
these took place.”

Bretts continued: “It’s awful

that the University has allowed him
to get into such a situation. Even
though it isn’t a YUSU event, I have
personally offered Jason any assis-
tance he wants. I would always
hope that the University would
take all necessary steps to protect
students, though unfortunately this
doesn’t seem to be the case.”

However, Rose claims that he
“tried to talk to YUSU but they did-
n’t help”, and that he does not
believe the University “could have
done anything futher to support
the ticket sales”.

Nonetheless, despite the loss
incurred, Rose still remained posi-
tive about the event, commenting:
“It really was a great event - the
sound quality was amazing and

everything ran very smoothly. It
was a success in that we proved
what a great venue Central Hall can
be for the future.”

“The problem is that it’s
always going to be difficult to sell
tickets [for] these bigger events. I
still believe it was worth all the
work I put in.”

The event was the first gig held
in Central Hall since the 1980s,
when the University banned it from
being used as a concert venue fol-
lowing structural concerns that
crowds jumping up and down in
Central Hall were causing its foun-
dations to sink into the lake.

The 13:3 concert, the first to be held in Central Hall for 20 years, led to a £2,000 personal loss

Hannah Ellis-Petersen
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

SAM NEWSOME

COMMENT >> Page 13
LEADER >> Page 12

“It’s unacceptable that a stu-
dent has been allowed to take
on thousands of pounds worth
of liability in a campus venue
with no checks or balances put
in place.”

Ben Humphrys,
YUSUWelfare Officer

University criticised for allowing student to incur
a personal debt of over £2,000 for campus event

NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE
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NON-SABB OFFICERS

LGBT
Tom Martin
Nell Beecham

Womenʼs
Janey Stephenson
Charlotte Phillips

Envir onment & Ethics
David Clarke

21 Plus
Stephen Kenney

Enter tainm ents
Anthony Richards
Stephen OʼRyan

RAG
James Croydon
Jonathan Hare

Campaig ns
Luke David Sandford
Suzy Dodd

Racial Equality
Mandi Madavo
Winnie Amoaku

NUS Delegates
David Levene
Sam Westrop

YUM Chair
Chris Young

YUSU SABBATICAL TEAM 2010-2011
PPrreessiiddeenntt
TTiimm NNggwweennaa
VVootteess:: 11,,555544
Ngwena is the first incum-
bent President to seek and
win re-election. Scooping
Goodricke, James,
Vanbrugh and Wentworth,
Ngwena was greeted by a
wave of cheers upon news of
his victory. His   main objec-
tive is to re-focus the strate-
gic efforts of the Union.

AAccaaddeemmiicc 
BBeenn HHuummpphhrryyss
VVootteess:: 11,,112211
Humphrys was the second
successful incumbent sabb
of the night, as the current
Welfare Officer seeks to
transfer his experience to a
more academic remit. 
He says he “can’t wait to
work here for another 12
months and just get on with
it.”

DDeemmooccrraaccyy aanndd SSeerrvviicceess
DDaann WWaallkkeerr
VVootteess:: 11,,337722
The exit polls proved to be
accurate, as Walker tri-
umphed over Chris
Etheridge and Sam Daniels
after winning an unprece-
dented 349 votes from his
college Goodricke, after suc-
cessfully moving his hoards
of freshers to the new
Heslington East campus.

WWeellffaarree
LLaauurraa BBoo
VVootteess:: 11,,004499
Bo is the only female sabb to
take office this year. After
winning the hotly-contested
election against LGBT
Officer Peter Warner-
Medley, Bo is now keen to
build on YUSU’s current
welfare activity. She hopes to
her focus on stress relief, and
mental and sexual healthh..

SSttuuddeenntt AAccttiivviittiieess
NNiicckk SSccaarrlleetttt 
VVootteess:: 11,,000044
RAG Charities Liaison
Officer, Kids’ Club Co-
Coordinator and YUSU
Volunteering Secretary
Scarlett is well-rehearsed in
student activities and his
policies include safeguarding
the popular Kids’ Club
scheme and re-introducing
the SWAP inittiiaattiivvee.. 

YYoorrkk SSppoorrtt PPrreessiiddeenntt
SSaamm AAssffaahhaannii
VVootteess:: 11,,335577
Exit poll favourite Asfahani
swept to victory as York
Sport President after gaining
a wealth of experience as the
co-founder of York’s
American Football Club and
the Development Officer of
the York Sport Committee.
He gained 1,357 votes over
rival Rob Newton’s 1,119.

Continued from front<<

Tim Ngwena being interviewed on YSTV by Anna Bucks and Henry Foy following his successful re-election

will vote for someone that they
“trust”, the person who they
believed “was most capable of tak-
ing them through the next year.” 

For the remainder of the aca-
demic year Ngwena stated simply:
“I’m just going to be doing what I
am supposed to be doing.” This
includes ensuring the smooth run-
ning of the handover for Part-
Time Offi  cers, and working with
newly elected and current
Sabbatical Officers.

He went on to say that he
expects “a lot of change” to be
made over the summer “when stu-
dents are off campus”, and that he
will be focusing on “planning
between now and the end of the
summer term” as a priority, mov-
ing to concentrate on “execution
over the summer holidays.” 

Ngwena finished by saying
that this next year would be “real-
ly important, busy and challeng-
ing” and that he saw his main
challenges as funding cuts and the
changing demographic of the
University. He added that “the
demographic at York is one of its
strongest assets”, explaining that it
is one of the reasons “why students
keep coming” and stating emphat-
ically that “we have to save it.”

In the first round of voting for
President, Ngwena won 950 votes,
with Hutchings, Levene and
Powell taking 762, 535 and 518 of
the votes respectively. Freckleton
won 383, and Hansen was the first
candidate to be taken out of the
running with only 185 votes.

The second round saw
Freckleton as the next candidate
to be eliminated with 404 votes.
Levene and Powell were closely
matched at 557 and 531 votes
each. Hutchings came second with
798 votes, and Ngwena won the
round again with 995.

The third round left Levene,

Ngwena and Hutchings as the final
three candidates, after Powell
dropped out with 579 votes.

The final two candidates to
remain were Ngwena and
Hutchings, who topped Levene’s
total of 715 votes with 1,259 and
944 votes respectively.

Ngwena won over Hutchings
by 431 votes, winning 1,554 com-
pared to Hutchings’ 1,123.

Ngwena will be the first
YUSU President ever to be elected
to run for a second term.  

Dan Walker won the position
of Democracy and Services, with 
1,372 votes. Chris Etheridge came
second with 875 votes, and YUSU
Ents Officer, Sam Daniels, came
third with 698 votes. 

Nick Scarlett won the hotly
contested Student Activities posi-

tion over Rachel Hesselwood, Katy
Unsworth, and closest competi-
tion, Luke Malkin, after gaining 
1, 004 votes and running a potent
campaign complete with card-
board towers. 

Incumbent Ben Humphrys
triumphed as Academic Officer,
after serving for a term this year as
Welfare Officer. He beat biggest
rival Jason Rose, current YUSU

Campaigns Officer, by 295 votes. 
Former Vanbrugh Vice-Chair,

Laura Bo, triumphed over LGBT
Officer Peter Warner-Medley for
the role of Welfare Officer.

Andrew McIlwraith withdrew
his candidacy for Welfare Officer
after claiming that his friends had
entered him as a joke. 

Sam Asfahani won 1,357 votes
over only rival Rob Newton’s 1,119
to complete the new team of
Sabbatical Officers. 

LEADER >> Page 12
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Derwent 50 88 43 104 51 87 12

Goodricke 21 83 40 92 51 196 12

Halifax 37 95 57 84 250 155 17

James 25 90 58 71 46 186 9

Langwith 19 62 79 59 40 74 3

Vanbrugh 23 68 52 85 52 126 11

Wentworth 1 8 10 5 4 15 3

Total 185 535 383 762 518 950 76

Quota =
1704.50

BREAKDOWNOFFIRSTROUNDVOTESFORYUSUPRESIDENT

Hansen Levene Freckleton Hutchings Powell Ngwena RON

Alcuin 9 41 44 262 24 111 9

NOUSE PHOTODIARYThis year’s YUSU team make
an interesting dynamic

Laura Connor
DEPUTY EDITOR

It is easy to forget how emotion-
ally charged election night is.
The culmination of campaign-

ing approaches fast and hard, with-
out much warning. Nothing truer
could be said about Saturday’s
results. Amongst the flurry of cam-
pus media, nervous candidates, and
generally inebriated supporters,
Lewis Bretts announced each result
punctually. Before we knew it, ten-
sions had evolved into tears.

With so many commiserations
and congratulations banded
around L/N/028, it seems that not
much thought went into an actual
assessment of exactly how far this
year’s team would work effectively
together.

One of the main issues that
can occur in any institution with no
explicit hierarchical structure and a
superfluity of bureaucracy is mis-
communication. It seems that for
YUSU – no matter what year, no
matter which Sabbs - there is no
escaping this.

But what will be particularly
interesting to see this year is how
well such a diverse mix of Officers-
elect will work well together: the
Union is nothing if not a team.
With two incumbents successfully
achieving re-election, a JCRC-cen-
tric Democracy and Services
Officer, a Student Activities Officer
displaying a definite aptitude for
student development, an avuncular
York Sport President with experi-
ence in both sport and politics, and
an international female Welfare
Officer, it is impossible to evaluate
just how the combination will fuse
in the next year.

With three Sabbs having rid-
den on the same campaign man-

agement team, it seems that the
foundations are already well
established. Whether this will
produce a homogenous Union
remains to be seen, as does Laura
Bo’s position as the sole female in
the Office.

Bo’s victory was perhaps the
most emotional of the night: it is
inevitable in an election where
only two strong and equally
viable candidates contest for a
position that requires an unwa-
vering degree of passion and
enthusiasm.

Andrew McIlwraith’s atti-
tude towards the election exem-
plified exactly why welfare is an
imperative and autonomous role,
and limply failed to stimulate the
same amount of debate Mark
Pickard and Peter Saul aroused

with their shameful campaign.
What Bo’s triumph has pointed to
instead is a question of conscience.
The types of comments we
received on our blog on Saturday
unveiled the misogyny embedded
in the fringes of campus society.
Whilst Bo’s campaign may not
have roused a particular debate
regarding the potential surplus of
having a separate welfare officer, it
at least raises questions about
exactly why female students seem-
ingly feel alienated from the remit
of high-end campus politics. And
why they don’t get elected.

It is often unclear how far
how an election result is really
representative of the people it is
meant to be stand for, but this
year’s diverse mix of Officers may
just do exactly that. We’ll see.

23:29 Big Bird decides to try his hand at a bit of Nouse live blogging

23:55 Academic Affairs Officer results announced to a nervous L/N/028

Recently re-elected President Tim Ngwena“keeping it cool”, as always

01:30 YUSU Sabbs sporting their home-made“I love Tom Scott” t-shirts

First round votes for YUSU President

Ngwena

Hutchings
Powell

Levene

Freckleton
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YUSU'S DISABILITY policy has
been accused of segregating rather
than integrating the disabled stu-
dent community.

Amy McKessy, a first-year
Social Work student, proposed a
motion at last week's UGM, argu-
ing that the current policy should
include students who do not have a
disability, and that “YUSU’s policy
effectively segregates rather than
integrates the [disabled] student
community”.

McKessy said: “Whether you
have a disability or not, [elections]
should be based on what you have
to offer, not your self-defined label.
Physical attributes, gender, sexuali-
ty, race or any other label shouldn't
hinder a person from applying [for
a YUSU position].”

The position of Disabilities
Officer is currently only open to
students who self-define as ‘dis-
abled’. At the recent YUSU elec-
tions, no candidate ran for the posi-
tion of Disabilities Officer, leading
many to question the logic of limit-
ing a position, which is already dif-
ficult to fill. This is especially prob-
lematic as only eight to ten per cent
of the student population have a
disability.

Charlie Leyland, YUSU
Academics Officer, described the
argument of “someone is better
than no-one” as being “weak”. She
claims that “disabled students want
to talk to someone who under-
stands the issues faced from first
hand experience.”

Leyland continued to say that
she was opposing the motion
because “the platform, the voice
and the reigns should remain firm-
ly with [disabled] groups and
should not to be taken out of their
hands at any cost.”

McKessy believes that Leyland
opposed the motion because “she

thinks it will be hard for someone
who is not disabled to understand
the issues relating to the disabled
community.” A Langwith first-year
student supported McKessy, argu-
ing that: “Excluding certain people
[from running for a position] does-
n’t necessarily benefit the student
body.”

He continued: “Instead of self-
defining as disabled or as a racial
minority, you need to self-define
your interests. In the case of Amy
McKessy, it’s obvious she’s not just
running for the position to fill her
CV, she’s genuinely passionate
about helping people with disabili-
ties.” McKessy has said that it
makes no difference whether a
Disabilities Officer self-defines as
disabled or not because “no-one
can truly relate to or represent peo-
ple, as we are all individuals and all
experience things differently”.

She believes that her extensive
work experience with disabled peo-

ple has allowed her to gain “an
understanding of different issues”,
and will allow her to “empathise
with them.” If the UGM motion is
passed, McKessy intends to run for
the position of Disabilities Officer.

Leyland commented: “The
only way we can truly change the
culture [towards minority groups]
is by everyone engaging in libera-
tion campaigns, contributing
towards them, strengthening them,
participating, listening [and] advo-
cating, but essentially they must be
led by themselves.”

RICHARD COSTELLO, a first-
year Politics student, has this week
been announced as Labour’s coun-
cil candidate for Sutton Coldfield,
New Hall, which falls under the
Birmingham City constituency.

Though the seat he is running
for is currently held by the
Conservative Party, Costello has a
positive outlook on his election
chances, stating: “It’s looking really
tight at the moment, but I reckon I
have quite a good chance. The
University have given me a couple
of extra weeks at the end of Easter
to work on my campaign, and I’m

down in Birmingham regularly so
it isn’t too difficult to organise.”

He continued: “It will
undoubtedly be a bit difficult to
balance with University, but there
hasn’t been more of an interesting
time to get involved in politics since
Thatcher was elected. I really think
we may be faced with a hung par-
liament.”

Costello, who has been amem-
ber of the local Labour Party since
the age of 16, was approached by
the local party secretary and
offered the chance to run for the
seat.

The process of being named
the final candidate involved being
selected by the local constituency,
and then by the Labour Party as a
whole, through a numerous series

of interviews.
Costello has been heavily

involved in local politics for several
years, and was last year selected as
a delegate to the party conference,
where he spoke in front of both
MPs and the Prime Minister.

In his gap year, he also secured
an internship with the regional
party, where he took on the role of
assistant Press Officer.

Should he be elected,
Costello’s responsibilities would
range from road safety to budget
cuts. This is an issue that is partic-
ularly relevant to the Birmingham
City constituency. The constituency
is one of the first places to be tar-
geted with 2,000 job cuts, so there
are many budget disagreements
dominating local politics.

6 NOUSE :THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER
Tuesday 16 March 2010 www.nouse.co.ukNews

www.ey.com/uk/careers

A TEAM of scientists in the Centre
for Novel Agricultural Products,
led by Professor Dianna Bowles
and Professor Ian Graham, have
made a genetic breakthrough in
accelerating anti-malaria develop-
ment, funded by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

They have created the first
genetic map of the medicinal herb
Artemesia annua which, according
to Professor Graham, is “already
proving to be an essential tool for
us. With our new understanding of
Artemisia genetics, we can produce
improved, non-GM varieties of
Artemisia much faster than would
otherwise be possible.”

Due to their funding, the proj-
ect will support final development
of the new varieties and their trans-

portation to Artemisia producers in
Africa and Asia.

Professor Bowles said: “We
intend to get high-yielding seed to
farmers in the next two to three
years in order to supply soaring
demand for malaria treatments.
This is a really tight deadline and
we can only do it with the benefit of
the new knowledge provided by the
map.”

According to Elspeth Bartlet,
External Communications
Manager, in some years not enough
of the herb is produced and prices
shoot up, making anti-malaria
treatment more difficult. She said:
“This will be positive for growers in
developing countries as the crop
will be higher-yielding so it will be
worth their while to grow it.”
Bartlet added that they are all “very
happy, both with getting the genet-
ic map published and with receiv-
ing the final bit of funding”.

Nanki Chawla

York breakthrough in
anti-malaria reasearch

Student announced as Labour council candidate

Victoria Lee

YUSU disability policy
“segregates” students

SAM NEWSOME

Hannah Ellis-Petersen

THIS YEAR’S Fusion event,
‘Telling Tales’, has made a profit for
RAG of around £5,100 so far.

Ollie Todd, Press and Publicity
Committee Member, told Nouse
that after deducting technical costs
of running the show from the tick-
et sales profit, Fusion made over

£3,000 for RAG from ticket sales
alone. The show sold out on the
second and final night of the pro-
duction.

The after-party at Judge’s
Lodgings was run entirely for the
RAG beneficiaries, also selling out,
and making about £2,000 from
the ticket sales.

Todd also revealed that some
of the costumes used in the show
may be sold off to raise further

funds for RAG.
Cesca Dessain, Fusion

President, commented: “Obviously
Saturday was a sell out, and turn-
ing people away was an absolutely
incredible feeling of achievement.”

Dessain went on to express her
desire to do “one last event next
term” to fundraise and maintain
the relationships that the cast and
had: “I can’t believe it’s over, but I
want it to continue next term.”

Fusion raises over £5,000

Camilla Apcar

“ YUSU’s policy effectively
segregates rather than
integrates the [disabled]
student community.”

Amy McKessy
First-year Social Work student hoping

to run for Disabilities Officer

Despite earlier worries of Fusion’s financial viability, ticket sales alone raised over £5,000 for RAG
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THE CANCELLATION of the
Easter residential Kids’ Camp has
caused outrage this week, after the
Trustee Board decided only to
maintain the non-residential Kids’
Club scheme.

Joey Ellis, who was YUSU
Charities Development Officer
from 2007-2008, has claimed that
the decision is causing Kids’ Camp
to move “backwards” and that
Kids’ Camp has a “responsibility to
the community” that will leave a
void if cancelled.

This news follows concerns
raised earlier in the academic year
that the removal of the Student
Development and Charities Officer
from the Union would threaten the
future of Kids’ Camp. It is no
longer within the Student
Activities Officer’s remit to manage
and run the camp, and finding
someone to take on the responsi-
bility has proved problematic due
to the experience and training
required to take on the responsibil-
ity of the project. Ellis maintains,
however, that “the only way there
could be a potential liability is if
they [Kids’ Camp] were seen to be
negligent.”

Ellis cites how “impressed”
the Chair of Safeguarding in York
was by how “well covered” Kids’
Camp was when she was an Officer
in the Union.

She added: “The Union has
the responsibility within the city to
fill the gap within the community.”

Jamie Tyler, Student
Development Officer from 2008-
2009, said: “There needs to be
someone in the Sabb team to
champion Kids’ Camp.”

One member of the Kids’
Camp Working Group, a sub-com-
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Laura Connor

Outrage sparked as Easter Kids’ Camp is
cancelled and its future remains dubious

Varsity a disappointment for cash-strapped York Sport
loss of sponsorship from Deloitte
LLP, York Sport has faced a tough
financial year and the failure to
make money from such an integral
event in the calendar, especially in
light of the upcoming Roses tour-
nament being located in Lancaster
next term, has left some dissa-
pointed at the extent of publicity of
the event.

A source close to York Sport
claimed: “It’s common knowledge
that York Sport’s margins are wafer
thin; the failure to properly publi-
cise York Varsity’s events has only
exacerbated this problem, to the
detriment of clubs. There were
very few visible posters around
campus for these events so it’s
unsurprising that few attended.”

Cesca Dessain, President of
Fusion and a member of the
University 1st VII Netball team,
commented on students' feeling of
a lack of affiliation to York Sport,
and much more to their own indi-
vidual teams, which may explain
the lack of attendance at the York
Varsity events this year: “Everyone
is in their own teams and there just

isn't that much of a sense of a gath-
ering of all teams.”

She continued: “We are all
representing the University, we
really should celebrate all togeth-

er.”
Sam Asfahani, York Sport

President-elect, said: “Varsity will
always come second to Roses, we
shouldn't attempt to use it as a
money-maker.”

When asked in February
about the health of the York Sport
finances, Scott replied: “I'm not
sure healthy is the word I would
use; like the clubs, York Sport is
coping with its budget, but it's cer-
tainly not a cash rich year.”

MOTIONS OF Censure filed
against YUSU President, Tim
Ngwena, and Welfare Officer, Ben
Humphrys, at last week’s UGM
failed to pass. 143 people voted
against Ngwena, and 150 against
Humphrys, being censured.

Concerning the results,
Humphrys stated: “They gave me
hope that people didn’t think I do a
terrible job. I’m very happy it did-
n’t pass and there are no hard feel-
ings.” Ngwena continued to say
that “the fact I wasn’t censured is
justification that students think
me and Ben are actually doing
what we were mandated to.”

Layram has claimed that “for
a hundred students to support
such a damning set of indictments
regarding how the Union’s top two
Officers have been handling cam-
paigns is absolutely unprecedent-
ed.”

Whilst all other motions failed
to reach quoracy, both motions
concerning the development of
portering campaigns were passed.
One of the motions, already
approved by Union Council and
proposed by Jason Rose, was voted
more popular by a margin of 23
votes.

Regarding the two motions,
Ngwena said: “We have to take
both options to the table, it’s the
judgement call of the Sabbs. It’s
why we’re elected – to make that
decision about what is going to
work best.”

Humphrys stated: “You
always have to interpret Union
policy because of the dynamic
nature of student politics… I’m
sure that with thorough consulta-
tion, we’ll be able to fulfil the spirit
of the motion.

Motions of
Censure fail
Camilla Apcar

tivities, which included the York
Varsity 'Invasion', similar to
YUSU's 'Viking Raid'. He stated:
“We did our best to publicise
events all over campus but stu-
dents don't seem to get behind
events run by York Sport. It's an
ethos that the University has, I
don't know how we'd get rid of it.”

Following budget cuts and

made a minor net loss. The expec-
tation of its success, however, has
led to a continuation of York
Sport's financial struggle.

The £1 overall financial loss
has been attributed to poor public-
ity and student apathy regarding
the evening events. Rory
McGregor, York Sport Tournament
Secretary, commented on the fes-

YORK SPORT has been forced to
deal with further financial hard-
ship after the expected money-
making weekend, York Varsity,
failed to raise any funds whatsoev-
er.

York Varsity, the inter-univer-
sity sports tournament between
the University of York and local
rivals York St. John, took place
over the weekend of the 27th and
28th of February and included
numerous fixtures and evening
events.

In an email from Emily Scott,
York Sport President, sent to
Nouse before the event, it was stat-
ed: “We are hoping the Varsity
events will be a big success, allow-
ing the weekend to actually raise a
bit of revenue for York Sport rather
than becoming another drain on
our limited financial resources.”

Due to a lack of attendance in
YUSU organised evening events
over the weekend, York Sport

Sam Lawson

Varsity was expected to be a high earner but instead made a loss

mittee of the Trustee Board, told
Nouse: “All the training that we
have to go through makes it impos-
sible for there to be any potential
liability… Kids’ Camp has been run-
ning for 40 years and has never
encountered any problems before.”

Tim Ngwena, YUSU President
and Chair of the Trustee Board,
commented: “Unfortunately, the
primary concern has to be the lia-
bility… People have to separate the
emotional attachment they have to
the experience with the manage-
ment and organisation of the proj-
ect.” He added that one of the rea-
sons why there have not been more
meetings regarding establishing a
residential project this Easter is
because it “costs so much money

and staff time” to hire a person to
organise and manage Camp.

This follows information given
to Nouse this week detailing how
there have been no more than two
Kids’ Camp meetings this term.
One member of the Working Group
also complained to Ngwena about
the minuting of the meeting, in
which it was officially decided that
Easter Camp would run as a non-
residential project.

Rhianna Kinchin, Chair of the
Working Group, has been accused
of failing to take “adequate min-
utes” during the meeting, in which
the decision made was “huge… for a
project that has run for over 40
years, and represents a massive fail-
ure on both a democratic and good

governance dimension.” Kinchin
stated in her manifesto last year
that she wanted “to work for the
future of Kids’ Camp” and that this
meant “finding a way of running
camp with minimum risk.”

Tyler added: “They [YUSU]
can definitely do more to save Kids’
Camp.”

Kinchin commented: “I fed
back the suggestions of the infor-
mal group to the Trustee Board
where the Board asked for an
extensive review and decided to for-
mally recognise the group; the deci-
sion to make Kids Camp non-resi-
dential at Easter had to be taken to
ensure the project's future.”

Kinchin promised in her manifesto to“work for the future of Kids’Camp”; but it isn’t on this Easter

JOEY ELLIS
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THE SHAMBLES, the
renowned 15th century York
street which attracts thou-
sands of tourists every year,
has officially been crowned
Britain’s most picturesque.

Over 11,000 people cast
their vote in the inaugural
Google Street View awards
last month to ensure the
Shambles beat off competi-
tion from The Royal
Crescent in Bath and
Newcastle’s Grey Street to
scoop the accolade.

Following this, it has
been revealed that the
unique qualities of the street
have attracted Disney pro-
ducers, who will film scenes
from the fourth instalment
of the popular Hollywood
franchise, Pirates of the
Caribbean: On Stranger
Tides, there in September.

The film will begin its

filming in Hawaii this sum-
mer, though it will no longer
include Orlando Bloom and
Keira Knightley.

The street, mentioned
by William the Conqueror in
the Domesday Book, was the
centre of York’s butchers’
market until the late 19th
century, with guts, offal and
blood from the slaughtered
animals streaming down the
cobbled alley on a daily basis.

Today, the Shambles
houses a blend of small craft
and hobby shops, confec-
tioners and tea rooms.

Ian Addyman, a partner
in Past Images photography
on the Shambles, who
orchestrated the campaign
to win the accolade, said:
“This is great news, and I am
delighted that the Shambles
has received this award. The
shopkeepers and locals have
been fully behind this cam-
paign from the start, putting
signs in their shop windows
and notices on the Shambles

website.”
Although the street

retains an appeal for visitors
to the city, many businesses
have struggled to make ends
meet during the recent eco-
nomic recession.

The Google award has
provided its businesses with
a publicity boost.

“We are fairly busy all
year round, but the summer
holidays pay for us to keep
going,” said Daniel Barrett,
of The Chapterhouse book-
shop.

“It provides a cushion
from the recession but a cou-
ple of shops have gone out of
business and the high busi-
ness rates don’t help.

“However, there were
three or four empty shops
last year and that has been
reduced to just one now and
as long as the Shambles con-
tinues to be a draw we can
survive.”

Ed Parsons, the
Geospatial Technologist for

Google, stated: “The Google
Street View Awards are
aimed to celebrate the many
fantastic streets that Britain
has to offer, and the results
reveal a diverse cultural
landscape of food, fashion
and beauty that puts the
winning towns firmly on the
map."

Google will now work
with Shambles shopkeepers
and local residents to pro-
duce an online guide to the
street, highlighting points of
historical interest, including
the shrine of Saint Margaret
Clitherow, who was mar-
tyred in York in 1586 and
canonised in 1970.

The city of York was
popular in other categories
too, as Stonegate came sec-
ond in the Best Fashion
Street category of the
awards, while Fossgate fin-
ished third in the Best
Foodie Street category.

The Shambles attracts hoards of visitors every day

University critisised for second “environmentally
unsustainable” lake on the Heslington East Campus
Victoria Lee

JASON LOZIER

Britain’s most picturesque street chosen for blockbuster movie
SAM NEWSOME

Adam Shergold
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THE UNIVERSITY of York
has been heavily criticised
after revelations that the
new lake on the Heslington
East Campus will be “envi-
ronmentally unsustainable”,
and cause significant eco-
logical damage to the sur-
rounding environment.

At a Public Inquiry into
the new development, held
in 2006, the University’s
own environmental experts
were forced to admit that
“the sustainability of the
lake is clearly questionable,
and requires further study
and design development.”

Evidence presented at
the inquiry by Dr Richard
Firn, an environmental spe-
cialist, and then-Biology
Professor at the University,
aimed to invalidate the
University’s own environ-
mental assessment of the
lake.

According to Firn, the
University’s assessment did
not take into account the
significant effects of climate
change, because its evi-
dence was “estimated with
rainfall and temperature
patterns that we know will
not apply in the future.”

This means “the
inquiry was not presented
with a proper estimation of
the viability of the lake
under conditions expected
to apply during the lifetime
of the [lake].”

Badly designed, shal-
low lakes become stagnant
over time, causing algae
blooms, which lead to seri-
ous long-term damage of
the surrounding wildlife

and environment.
Firn believes that the

University’s failure to
design an environmentally
viable lake, means it is,
“highly likely” that the lake
will become stagnant - as is
the current lake on the
Heslington West Campus.

To prevent stagnation,
a lake must be “continually
flowing”. The University’s
assessment of the sustain-

ability of the new lake

depends on wet winters to

fill it up after dry summers.
If future rainfall were to

be reduced throughout the
winter months over the com-
ing years, as climate change
experts agree will be the case,
the new lake will eventually
stagnate.

The University will then
be forced to ‘top up’ the lake
each year, in order to keep
the water flowing; an expen-
sive and environmentally

damaging practice.
A first-year student,

Alex Mason, commented:
“It seems ridiculous that
the University is planning
to spend millions of pounds
building a lake that will
have to be ‘topped up’ with
water every year to ensure
it doesn’t become stagnant.”

He continued: “I know
options were discussed
which were more environ-

mentally sustainable. I’m
not happy for the University
to be spending my fees on an
unsustainable project that is
going to damage the envi-
ronment.”

Although the
University has not chal-
lenged the view that there
are many environmentally
superior options, it is yet to
reconsider its current plans.

Firn stated: “To base
the campus design on a key
feature that is unsustainable
is remarkably arrogant.”

YUSU Environment
and Ethics Officer, Jade
Flahive-Gilbert, stated:
“Although I can see certain
benefits of building a lake on
the Heslington East campus
I think it's essential that its
environmental impact
should be one of the most
important considerations of
the University. The
University claims to take
environmental concerns
seriously and they need to
demonstrate this. I'm sure
the next E&E Officers will
want to research this issue
further and possibly cam-
paign on it.”

David Garner, of the
University Press Office,
commented: “The issue of
the lake’s sustainability was
examined in great detail at
the Public Inquiry.

“The independent
Inspector who conducted
the Inquiry recommended to
the Secretary of State that
the University’s proposals
for the lake were robust, and
the Secretary of State grant-
ed outline planning
approval on that basis.”

“To base the campus
design on a key feature
that is unsustainable is
remarkably arrogant.”

Dr. Richard Firn,
Environmental Specialist

The environmental unsustainability of the lake has worried many as to the likely negative effects of a second
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Abandoned construction work sparks anger

DISCONTENTED residents
of Heslington village have
accused the University of
turning Heslington Church
into a “bomb site”.

Work on a new road
being built across the front
of the Church, located oppo-
site Heslington Hall, ceased
in December after UCS
Civils Ltd, the contractor
responsible for building the
new roads around
Heslington East, went into
administration.

Mounds of earth cur-
rently piled up and cordoned
off directly in front of the
Church have sparked anger
amongst the villagers.

Jeffrey Stern, a Parish
Councillor, commented:
“They may have had prob-
lems with the contractor, but
the Church has been looking
like a building site for too
long.

“To leave the Church
looking like a building site
for so long shows that the
University has a complete
lack of regard for the vil-
lagers.” Stern continued:
“The University does have
the capacity to tidy the area
up until the reconstruction
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LGBT uproar over offensive article Laptop thefts escalate on campus
Hannah Ellis-Petersen

THERE HAS been outrage
this week amongst the stu-
dent community over a com-
ment piece featured in last
week’s York Vision stating
that “the concept of LGBT is
ridiculous, ludicrous and
completely pointless.”

The LGBT Committee
have stated their concern
over the “misinformed”
opinions voiced in the arti-
cle, which questioned the
role of the LGBT community
within the University of York
as it was said that “equality
has been achieved.”

In an LGBT Committee
meeting held to discuss the
issues raised by the article in
question, Peter Warner-
Medley, YUSU LGBT
Officer, stated: “I under-
stand that Jack Knight does
not really know the role of
the LGBT Officer, but I
think it's a terrible shame
that he has singled out for
criticism a community
whose welcome has reas-
sured those scared or
unsure; whose friendship
has made the University
experience tolerable for
some and whose work is
vital for those for whom
equality has not yet been
achieved.”

He continued to com-
ment: “This gives us a great

chance to explain why we
exist and correct the factual
inaccuracies. We want to
deal with this as a commu-
nity, with an explanation
rather than just reactionary
personal criticism.”

The LGBT Committee
are going to write a letter to
Vision in order to address
what they see as the nega-
tive impact of the comment
piece, getting Sabbatical
Officers and general stu-
dents to sign it to show the
widespread support. The
letter intends to emphasise
the importance of the LGBT
community to those stu-
dents who are involved and
criticise the way Knight’s
piece “trivialised sexuality in
comparison to music and
diet tastes.”

Talking to Nouse, many
students expressed their
own personal anger and
offence taken at the piece.
William Smith, the Trans
representative for the LGBT
Committee, stated: “As a
heterosexual trans man, I
found the inaccuracies he
[Knight] was basing his
opinions on very insulting. I
have many personal stories
that prove LGBT equality is
far from being achieved. It is
important, however, not to
overreact and just ensure
people are getting the right
message. ”

Mike Davies, a first -

year student, took a similar
view: “I was initially very
angry - it is an insane
stretch to say we have won
the battle. It is just igno-
rance.”

In response to the com-
plaints made against the
comment article, Jack
Knight, who originally
wrote the piece, defended
his position to Nouse: “It
wasn’t even personal. I
believe it was a fair criticism
and I had no personal agen-
da against anyone in partic-
ular. It was not my inten-
tion to offend.”

This comes after
recent controversy involv-
ing Women’s Officers fol-
lowing the recent YUSU
elections, which has
sparked debate over the
existance of the position.

Hannah Ellis-Petersen

CONCERN HAS been
raised this week after a
recent increase in burgla-
ries across campus, both in
the library and residential
blocks.

Abdoulie Fatty, a sec-
ond year Law student,
reported how he left his lap-
top on a desk on the library
first floor when he went to
borrow some items, and
when he returned “I discov-
ered to my utter horror and
disgust [that] my laptop
was missing”.

He continued to state:
“While I accept my contrib-
utory negligence in leaving
my property unguarded,
one would have thought
that a university library is a
pretty safe environment. I
am distraught and appalled
by what happened. The lap-
top is uninsured so I will
have to buy a new one.”

This comes after a
recent spate of burglaries in
Derwent College, where
several laptops were stolen
through forced open win-
dows.

Many students have
expressed their anxiety over
these increased thefts. Joe
McAdams, a second-year
student, commented: “I
can’t believe that. I always
leave my laptop and phone

on the desk unattended -
you never think things like
that go on at York as it’s usu-
ally got quite a friendly,
community feel.”

Poppy Ellis, a first-year,
took a similar view, stating:
“It makes you feel sort of
uneasy, knowing that cam-
pus just isn’t as secure as
you assume.”

David Garner,
University Press Officer,
said: “This was an isolated
incident, though obviously
distressing for the individ-
ual concerned. There have
been occasional thefts in the
past and we have put up
notices warning readers to
be vigilant with their posses-
sions. We advise all library
users never to leave valuable
items unattended.”

However, this was fol-
lowed by a series of inci-
dents in Eric Milner-White
Court Block A, Vanbrugh
College, on Friday, with one
student, Ollie Oates, having
his bedroom window forced
open and his laptop and

wallet stolen.
Another resident of the

block reported having seen
a figure dressed in a “dark
hoodie and black cap” lurk-
ing outside her window on
the same night.

She stated: “I was
sleeping with my head by
the window, and I heard
someone trying to push it
open. By the time I sat up,
they had run around the
corner.

“I called my friend over
to check, and we saw a boy
wheeling a bicycle towards
the bridge, which I now
realise must have been
when he broke into Ollie’s
room.”

The University is cur-
rently looking into these
disturbances and thefts;
while police were supposed
to come and inspect the
scene and take fingerprints
on Sunday, they failed to
show up at the scene.

The new Police Chief
Constable for the University
of York, Jon-Mark
Buchanan, has told Nouse
of his plans to begin a regu-
lar informal drop-in service
where he will be able to chat
“one-to-one with students
about any of their concerns.”
Buchanan also intends to
look “more closely at
Colleges” in order to directly
target the more vulnerable
areas of campus.

recommences. This at least
would give the Church some
of its dignity back.”

Harry Telfer, former
Chairman of the Church
Council, has described how
worshippers at the Church
are becoming increasingly
unhappy.

He commented: “It is
not very pleasant for people
attending burials to effec-
tively be stood on a building
site.”

The building of the new
road in front of the Church
has been a heavily contested
issue since the University
announced its Heslington
East expansion plans in
2006.

The road is being built
across Dean’s Acre, a piece
of land given to the
University in the early 1960s
by the Dean of the Minster,
with the pre-condition that
it would never be built on.

However, when the
University applied for plan-
ning permission for the
Heslington East expansion,
they also applied for permis-
sion to build a road across
Dean’s Acre. Stern claims
that, despite the villagers’
protests against the plans,
the University has disre-
garded the pre-condition,

and, “decided to build across
the land anyway”.

The University has now
employed a new contractor
who is due to recommence
the building of the new

roads after the Easter break.
Stern stated: “There was an
option to build the road
around Dean’s Acre. The
University considered this
before deciding it would be

too expensive.”
David Garner, the

University Press Officer,
commented: “We are in the
process of confirming the
contract with a new con-

tractor and work is sched-
uled to start in April and fin-
ish in July. We have focused
our efforts on securing a new
contractor to complete the
work as swiftly as possible.”

Leftover debris, after unfinished construction work in Heslington Village, has angered local residents

JASON LOZIER

COMMENT >> Page 11

“I am distraught and
appalled by what
happened.The laptop is
uninsured so I will have to
buy a new one.”

Abdoulie Fatty
Second-year Law student
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Presidents from the Past
Charlotte Hogarth-Jones interviews the past four YUSU Presidents:

where are they, what are they doing and would they do it all over again?

Anne-Marie Canning: 2007-2008

Micky Armstrong: 2005-2006

Rich Croker: 2006-2007

Tom Scott: 2008-2009

ANNE-MARIE claims that she “pretty
much knew [she] wanted to be President on
the first day at University when we had our
induction talks.” At the time she ran for the
position, James Flinders, who was the
President of Halifax, contested her. Canning
calls him “an energetic and tireless cam-
paigner”, saying, “I can remember seeing
him postering on campus at 11pm and
thinking I had my work cut out.” She added
that he was “very gracious” on elections
night.

Canning states that her year in office
was “very tumultuous”, plagued by “petty
squabbling from the JCRC Chairs”, which
she states was “pretty tiring stuff ”.

She received intense criticism over
what she terms ‘FHM bag-gate’, when good-
ie bags given to freshers contained copies of
FHM, a move which was branded “inappro-
priate and offensive” by the University’s
Equal Opportunities Officer.

During her time in office, Canning was
also forced to take on the role of Academic
and Welfare Officer, when her colleague
Grace Fletcher-Hackwood was no-confi-
denced after she assaulted a student in a
nightclub. Canning states that “losing Grace
was the biggest challenge” of her year at
YUSU, but that “taking on her academic and
welfare workload opened up a whole new
area” that she really enjoyed.

In Canning’s final interview with Nouse
before she left YUSU, she stated that she had
applied for a job at Oxfam. Canning is cur-
rently Access Officer for University College
Oxford, working with students, teachers and
schools in the maintained sector and
involves “outreach work, policy research,
public speaking - all the things that [she]
enjoyed as President.” In the future, Canning
says that she wants to be “the next Sally
Neocosmos with a dash of Trevor Sheldon
thrown in for good measure.”

She states that her only regrets were
that she didn’t “take some time out for peo-
ple” who meant a lot to her, adding “it was
hard to see outside of the campus bubble”.

RICH CROKER was contested by six other
candidates at the time he ran for Presidency,
describing a “friendly but fierce rivalry”
between them.

As President, Croker attended over 60
meetings in order to try and get the
University to improve catering facilities in
Goodricke, Vanbrugh, Langwith and
Derwent. He also faced “the same cuts to
portering lodges and 24 hour portering that
come around regularly”, running a success-
ful campaign and stating that “the key was
making the right arguments to the right
people in the right places.”

“The most productive approach is a
diplomatic [one] to addressing issues with

the University.” Croker added that “you can
achieve more in an hour long meeting with
the University than you can by camping out-
side their offices for a week.”

His main regret as YUSU President is
that he might have “got the balance wrong
between working for students and commu-
nicating what I was doing back to students.”

Croker feels strongly that being
President enhanced his career prospects,
stating that it is a position which gives you
“something extra on a lot of your peers”, and
that “the exposure is simply unbelievable,
you can gain so much from it if you want.”

Following his time at YUSU, Croker did
an MA in Politics at York, and then went

straight on to work for the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office through the
Diplomatic Service faststream interview
process, despite having originally intended
to persue a career in law.

He spent his first year at FCO working
in the Iraq Policy Team on issues such as the
UK withdrawal from Iraq and the Iraq
Inquiry, dealing with the Iraqi Prime
Minister and personally briefing the Foreign
Secretary.

Croker has recently moved to the Africa
and Middle East Consular Department of
the FCO and hopes to be posted to
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kenya or Zimbabwe
by the end of the year.

MICKY ARMSTRONG wanted to stand for
the “normal, degree seeking, Ziggy’s visiting,
cash strapped student” and states that his
year as YUSU President was “the best and
worst year of my life - the highs were amaz-
ing, the lows were horrible.”

The “lows” during Armstrong’s time in
office included a strike by the AUT
(Association of University Teachers), in
which “hundreds of students were worried
that they might not graduate” as the AUT
refused to mark student papers as part of a
protest for fairer pay.

He also describes a “personal battle” to
keep all the college bars open, and cites that
the time when he was restructuring the

entire Union, “which led to a number of offi-
cers resigning” was particularly difficult.

Armstrong says, “I even had people
finding my room on campus and sliding
notes under my door saying how much they
hatedme!”, but remains adamant that “mak-
ing the right decision isn’t necessarily mak-
ing the easiest decision”.

During his time as President,
Armstrong was head-hunted by Tesco. He
believes that “a degree in English doesn’t
teach you much about the world of business”
but that his time at YUSU taught him to
“understand both sides of the argument”,
which was invaluable.

Armstrong is currently Operations

Manager for tesco.com, a job which he “real-
ly loves” and hopes to continue with for a
long time.

He believes that “having no preconcep-
tions and no personal involvement is key”
for a successful President, and would chal-
lenge anyone to run.

Armstrong also enourages students to
get involved with everything possible, stat-
ing that “you will not have the chances in life
to do the things you do at uni” and calling
Kids’ Camp the most “emotional and
rewarding thing” that he did towards the
end of his year in office.

What would he most like to say to cur-
rent students? “Langwith ‘til I die.”

“YOU’VE GOT to understand, I never
meant to win,” says Tom Scott, who first
found out that his friends had entered him
in the elections as Mad Cap’n Tom when he
was in a youth hostel in Latvia. “People did-
n’t believe me afterwards, but I was really
just in it for the laughs.”

When the results were announced,
Scott claims that he “nearly passed out” from
the shock, and with half the crowd cheering
and half the crowd booing he “got that tun-
nel vision that comes just before you lose
consciousness”.

Scott says he changed his mind “at least
four times” about whether or not to take the
job of President, and eventually decided the

next day when he found “two Facebook
groups asking for [him] to resign and
another, larger one, calling for [him] to stay
on.”

Despite accepting the post, Scott states:
“I didn’t enjoy it, it was bloody awful, don’t
ever take a job when your first thought in
the morning is ‘oh no, it’s today’.” He
describes the job as always involving things
“going wrong”. In fact, Scott claims he was
“counting down the days” until he left office,
saying that “it is only now, with hindsight,
that I realise how bad things actually got.”

Would he do it all again? “Hell no, I
know what it involves now... good luck to
whichever poor sod’s got the job [this year].”

Scott currently works on “about a dozen
projects” of his own, doing freelance website
and video work “to pay the bills”, and speaks
at techonology conferences. He lives in
London in “the city’s smallest apartment”,
and thinks that “being President hasn’t
affected [his] job prospects at all” - and that
neither has his degree.

His advice to any candidates, whether
they have won or lost, is clear: “Get the hell
out of York for a week or so. Spend some
time with your family and remind yourself
about life outside the campus bubble. Take a
step back, forget about elections, and
remember that in the end, it’s just student
politics. It doesn’t really matter”.
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The uninformed must not
undermine the role of LGBT

Iwonder if people ever thinkthat the lack of discrimination
towards lesbian, gay, bisexual

or trans people on campus is
because of the good work of the
LGBT society. Outside of this cam-
pus, people of the LGBT commu-
nity are regularly discriminated
against. Michael Causer, 18, was
murdered in Liverpool in July of
2008 simply because he was
homosexual. Gerry Edwards, 59,
was stabbed to death in London at
the beginning of this very month
in an attack that police are deem-
ing to be homophobic.

Fortunately, our campus is a
long way away from this tragedy,
and the idea that those things
could happen here is unfath-
omable but it would be ridiculous
to suggest “equality has been
mostly achieved”, as was claimed
in an article on campus recently.
Granted, equality has improved
vastly since the 1970s, when the
LGBT community began to push
for civil rights, but we are not yet
at a point where everyone can be
considered equal enough to dis-
band LGBT and simply place them
under the umbrella of welfare.

For many people, university is
the first time they can be true to
themselves. Perhaps at school or
college they never felt they could
come out, perhaps they still
haven’t come out to their parents;
whatever the reasons may be, join-
ing a society aimed purely at inte-
gration, community and together-
ness is a massive boost to many
freshers. If, as was suggested by
Jack Knight in his article, LGBT
were to be “disbanded and incor-
porated into welfare”, then the spe-
cific interests of a large group of

people on campus would be left
un-catered for, and crucially their
needs not defended.

Discrimination on campus is
not unheard of either. Take for
example our LGBT society’s social
trip to Leeds, and the subsequent
abuse they apparently received on
their return from members of this
very university. Does that sound
like acceptable equality? If people
cannot be themselves without fear
of reprimand, they are not equal.
The LGBT community and soci-
eties on campuses across the coun-
try offer support to people who are
regularly made to feel like they are
inferior simply because of their
sexual orientation. Just look at the
the word “poof ” and the frequent
use of that great old phrase, “that’s
so gay”. If you heard those things

spoken on a day-to-day basis,
would you view yourself as equal?

To borrow, or perhaps steal,
an analogy from Ed Crooks who
commented online on a Nouse
piece regarding the role of the
Women’s Society, if you had a herd
of sheep that needed constant care
and attention to maintain their
health, you would not stop caring
for them simply because they were
currently in excellent health. The
article in question hit the nail on
the head, perhaps inadvertently,
when it said: “Why should the fact
that you sleep with Michael rather
than Michelle make any differ-
ence.” Why indeed? But the fact of
the matter is that being a minority
is not as easy as you may think.

Look at the world of sports
for a good example. Gareth

Thomas, the former international
Wales and Lions rugby star, has
just come out as homosexual fol-
lowing a career dogged by whis-
pers and rumours. Why did
Thomas feel he should have to suf-
fer in silence for so long? Contrast
his long plight with the LGBT
community we see on campus
today and ask yourself which is
preferable? The one where there is
no support network available and
people are forced to lead a fake life
of secrecy, or the one where there
is a group of people, with similar
experiences, who are there to lend
a helping hand if you need it, who
are there to make you feel accept-
ed, who are there to help you to be
yourself and who are there to allow
you to feel pride. That’s what
LGBT is.

CCoommmmeenntt && AAnnaallyyssiiss

In many ways, I think it's goodthat each university has a
‘thing’ to make it stand out

from the crowd. York's ‘thing’, that
special selling point, is a lake and
the associated ducks (alongside
being an incredible centre for
higher education obviously). Ducks
are sweet, they make the concrete
metropolis of campus seem some-
how more alive, and it's always
lovely to see families with little
kids coming onto campus on
Saturday mornings to feed them.
But take a step back and look at
the bigger picture, and things
aren't quite so easy. I've been
informed that technically, the lake
should be called a pond. It is com-

pletely artificial, which makes it
seem significantly less interesting
and impressive. It’s essentially a
concrete hole filled with unmen-
tionable biological gunk, and a tiny
bit of water. Nice as it looks on the
front of the prospectus, the reality
is a little, well, murkier.

Surely we have enough prob-
lems with this lake, considering
the pollution, weird algae and
ever-present risk of inebriated stu-
dents falling in, to last us a life-
time? Why, therefore, does the
University want to build another
one on the new campus at
Heslington East?

With the question of the new
lake, it's not only a matter of creat-

ing yet another biohazard for the
biology students to study, but the
local residents have objected to the
creation of another lake on

University land, which is a differ-
ent (but very important) problem.
We already have a lake which ful-

fills all possible functions: scenic
photo opportunity, environmental
concern and student initiation
venue. We do not need another
lake, and  the ‘benefits’ of having
another lake do not outweigh los-
ing respect and co-operation with
locals , who the University seems
to be treating contemptuously.

It can't be easy living near a
university anyway, with the noise
and annoyance of thousands of
drunken students. By marginalis-
ing the concerns about the lake of
the residents nearby, the
University is perpetrating a nega-
tive image of itself to the public.

One of the biggest problems
with the lake is the waterfowl it

attracts which, while adorable (I
personally hate anything bigger
than the ducks) do defecate all
over campus and, the geese espe-
cially, make a lot of noise. From
personal experience, they’re also
pretty intimidating. Being trapped
in a building by two geese, pecking
at the the glass on the doors,
taught me that lesson.

It is admittedly quite fun to
have the lake on campus; it makes
university life that bit more inter-
esting and makes a welcome
change from all the grey buildings
we have here. But surely good local
relations are more important than
another large concrete hole in the
middle of Hes East?

Hannah
Brearley

Ducks are not a reason to build another lake

“The University is
perpetrating a
very negative
image of itself 
to the public”

While some may think 
otherwise, the value of LGBT
to its constituents cannot be
properly accounted for by
being merged into welfare.

Henry 
Cowen 
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It is an admirable idea, 13:3: re-
establish Central Hall as a cen-
tre for musical gigs and send the

profits off to charity. Good music, a
good cause, and a fun night had by
all. What could possibly go wrong?
The result though was almost two-
thirds of the available tickets
remaining unsold, organiser Jason
Rose facing a phenomenal personal
loss of upwards of £2,000, and the
event being mired with bickering
between YUSU and the University.

The promotion was certainly
lacklustre; many found out about
the gig just days before the event. It
resulted in a horrendous shortfall in
ticket sales, which means that we
must ask: where was the promo-
tion? Where were the posters, the
flyers, the word of mouth? Surely,
with the reach of the Christian
Union behind it, 13:3 could manage
a bit more than a Facebook group
and a 17 second video. Perhaps
holding the event on the same
evening as election results night
was futile, and poster-space around
campus was probably compromised
with the ubiquity of electioneering
fluff last week, but still, the organi-
sation of 13:3 evidently didn’t help.
Organisational issues aside howev-
er, it is the welfare question that
raises more concern.

Roses’ significant financial loss
raises the obvious questions as to
how it could be allowed to happen,
but the welfare storm it has created
has the wrong target: it is not the
University admin at fault. YUSU
have been caught dreadfully short,
and they are desperately trying to
shift the blame.

The University's responsibility
is, as they have said, to only ensure
that health and safety regulations
are kept to, and that the staff and
resources required to do this are
covered financially. Criticising them
for not doing more is counter-intu-
itive, especially as they have
expressed a clear desire for greater
involvement in event organisation.
Instead of attacking them, YUSU
should be working with the
University to ensure that the suit-
able procedures safeguarding

student welfare are in place. That
YUSU aren't making moves to dis-
cuss the issue and have instead
rushed into an offensive creates the
feeling that they are more con-
cerned with covering their own
backs than organising the provision
of comprehensive welfare.

More ominous yet is the sug-
gestion by Lewis Bretts that all this
would have been avoided if Rose
went through YUSU. This has the
potential to immensely restrict
future events, as organisers might
feel that they will lack protection
from financial problems if they try
and go it alone. 13:3 shouldn’t have
to be a YUSU event to qualify for
assistance. Since when did student

welfare only apply if it was YUSU-
approved?

Bretts' offer of personal assis-
tance also rings hollow: the offer
and infrastructure to help should
have been there before Rose invest-
ed and lost so much money. If there
is a welfare gap, that gap should be
filled by YUSU. After all, it is
YUSU, and not necessarily the
University, who must concern
themselves with the welfare of stu-
dents. They must act to reassure
students that the protection will be
there in the future.

With the grim state of live
music on campus, this is one set
back that we cannot afford to have.
Whilst the recent relaunch of
Alcuin's B Henry's as a live music
venue goes some way to address the
problem, and the continuing open-
mic nights are an important outlet
for musical talent, we need these
big events to jump-start a general
campus-based live music culture.
Jason Rose has to be commended
for staking so much on bringing
such a large event to campus, and
the first Central Hall gig in nearly
twenty years should be celebrated.

However YUSU's response to
the event’s financial failure certainly
should not. Their attack on the
University illustrates a rushed
attempt to conceal a worryingly
large welfare issue, and suggests
very little will within YUSU to
address it. That this has denied any
profits reaching charity is a shame.
That it might result in putting off
students from attempting similar
scale events in the future though is a
disgrace.

This week marks a year since the disappearance of Goodricke chef
Claudia Lawrence. Media speculation over the past year has been tireless.
The police investigation is now treating her disappearance as a murder
investigation, and anyone with information is being offering £10,000 by
Crimestoppers. But still so many questions remain unanswered.

The last known sighting of her was on the afternoon of 18 March.
Despite speculation from the press about her personal life, nothing has yet
been heard. After Nouse met with Peter Lawrence this week however, it was
shown that there is still promise of her survival.

Nouse encourages anyone with any potential information to come for-
ward. Students can talk to Crimestoppers anonymously and whatever you
have to say will be taken into consideration seriously. While you may not
believe that what you have seen or heard is either important or significant,
it could be combined with other information that the police already have
and used to create a significant lead in the investigation.

Whilst Claudia’s disappearance remains obviously distressing, it is -
nevertheless important for students to remember that instances such as this
on campus are rare. Due care and common sense are always advisable in any
environment, and as long as sensible precautions are taken to safegaurd stu-
dent safety there should be no cause for uneasiness on campus.
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After another year following the fraught campaign trails of a closely
contested election for Sabbatical Officers, Nouse looks forward to a well-
earned rest.

Despite the majority of the part-time Officers being uncontested posi-
tions (notably, none of them were RONned), all of the future Sabbatical
Officers were competitors in healthy contests, often with strong opposition.
Surely the winners were, inevitably, with a record number of students voting
in this year’s elections, the students’ genuine choice. The University of York
has one of the highest turnouts in participation with Union elections in the
country: 3,409 voters engaged with the Presidential vote, constituting
around a quarter of our student population.

This year’s elections have proven that there are a number of key con-
tributing factors to a successful election run: possessing the ‘likeability’ fac-
tor; formulating straightforward and achievable policies; running a strong
yet dynamic campaign with a well-organised operational base - all these ele-
ments have appeared fundamental to victory for this year’s winners. Without
one or more of these qualities, candidates in such closely rivalled competi-
tions faced great difficulty. When voting becomes split when allegiances lie
in different quarters – whether this be from past College representation,
involvement in societies, potential capacity for professional accomplish-
ment, or in preference over an aversion to opposition – candidates must be
respected for their campaigning efforts where uncertainty over how people
would vote lay.

As the continual campus elections rumour mill shuts down, and our
reporting on the many campaigning bans cease, for two of the Sabbatical
winners, the work continues. Tim Ngwena, Presidential re-elect, and Ben
Humphrys, current Welfare Officer and Academic Affairs-elect, returned to
their work yesterday, whilst the other four victors will join the incumbents in
the YUSU Office after the summer handover. The future team, which will
also include ex-College Chairs and an international representation, together
holds promise in their diversity as a group despite being a notably and pre-
dominantly male set. The combination of experience and forward-thinking
policies from the six new Officers will be an interesting course of develop-
ment to chart, and we can only look forward to reporting on how it unfolds
in the next 12 months.

One year on

You can’t help but feel sympathy for Jason Rose; it really hasn‘t been a
great week for him. After finding out he had lost out on the hotly contested
position of Academic Affairs Officer, he had to wake up on Sunday morning
not only greeted by election deflation but also minus two thousand pounds
in his bank account.

On a more serious note, it really does reveal a critical flaw in the system
that he has been allowed to get into this position, especially considering his
good intentions to bring music back to Central Hall. It’s all very well for
YUSU and the University to shift blame between themselves, but the fact
that the Head of Commercial Services admitted to being completely discon-
nected from the students who organise events reveals how student welfare is
merely an after-thought in the face of potential profit.

As the concert was organised completely separate from YUSU, the fin-
ger of blame can easily be pointed in the direction of the University.
However, it is a tad dubious that YUSU looked on from the sidelines, espe-
cially as it became increasingly more apparent that this would be no great
money spinner for Rose. Surely their role is to step in and intervene to pro-
tect a student from digging themselves deeper into such a financial hole?

It seems this is another incident to add to the alarming trend of the
University becoming more of a business, than an institution with an actual
interest in the students that walk its halls. After all, whatever you may feel
about Rose’s decision to spend his childhood savings on organising a campus
event, not what you might term the wisest of investments, you still have to
admire his unrelenting positivity. While there were flaws in Rose’s plans, the
biggest flaws lie within YUSU and the University who must take a large por-
tion of the blame.

NOUSE
Est. 1964

Nouse, Grimston House, University of York,YO10 5DD
editor@nouse.co.uk

Ifound myself strangely cheered
by the information that the
Shambles had been awarded the

high accolade of Britain’s most pic-
turesque street. In fact, I secretly
felt a little proud.

The numerous times when I
have been visited by friends living
the hard and fast life of university
in the big city and had to defend my
rather sheltered life amongst the
pensioners of York has made me a
little weary. What they fail to
understand is, it’s the crumbling
and nostalgic air of York that makes
it so endearing, and it’s nice to
know most Britons share a similar
opinion.

At times, when I should proba-
bly have better things to do, I enjoy
just musing down the darkened
cobbled street, perusing the variety
of fudge shops as though re-enact-
ing a scene from a BBC Dickensian
costume drama. It provides a wel-
come break from the concrete jun-
gle that is the The University of
York campus.

Call me nostalgic, but it is
heartening that the smaller things
in life are still celebrated, that peo-
ple still appreciate the ‘prettiest
street’. After all, over 11,000 people
took part in the voting and that’s no
small feat. We live in a time when
everything is focused on the future,
building newer and more outra-
geous buildings made out of recy-
cled tin cans and painted as crudely
as possible. Beauty is forsaken for
innovation, and to avoid losing
sight completely we need to step
back from time to time and appreci-
ate the simple, the ‘picturesque’.

As a born and bred Londoner,
where my local high street boasts an
extensive range of pound shops and
halal butchers, it is still something
of a treat to be thrust into the
musty and ancient environment of
the Shambles, which seems to have
somehow evaded modernity, while
shopping for shoes on a Saturday
afternoon.

While most reading this will
undoubtedly dismiss it as irrelevant
and out-dated sentimentality, there
are other benefits to living in the
vicinity of the most picturesque
street in Britain. Stumbling inebri-
ated home after a night of debauch-
ery, one would usually attract dis-
paraging looks of scorn from those
few sober members of society who
happen to still be up and about.
However once you enter the
Shambles, instead of being a symbol
of the trashy disintegration of
today’s youth, you become absorbed
by the picturesque, and trans-
formed into a figure of class and
high moral standing.

So in these supposedly dark
times of ours, let us celebrate the
pretty and the picturesque. Here’s
hoping that certain members of the
Pirates of the Caribbean cast will be
similarly enchanted when they
come to visit in September.

Celebrating the
Shambles

Hannah
Ellis-Petersen

YUSU welfare must help
rather than hinder studentsDigging deeper financial holes
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“Organisational
issues aside, it is the
welfare question
that raises more
concern”

There is a core collective of
people attending this
University who will maintain,

with the utmost fervour and hon-
esty, that Kids’ Camp is the best
thing that a person can get involved
in at York. Right or wrong, it is
undeniably a massive benefit to the
community.

By offering children from trou-
bled backgrounds a week away from
home and the opportunity to make
lasting friendships and take part in
otherwise inaccessible activities, the
entirely voluntary effort is a great
chance at making a big difference in
the York community.

All too often students are
accused of taking away from their
neighbourhoods. The noise, litter
and temporary nature of most stu-
dent rentals are often cited as a nui-
sance for residents, something to
try and deter. In this instance, it is a
case of a student body that is entire-
ly beneficial to the community. To
take this away is a sad withdrawal
from something that this Union
essentially has a responsibility to
maintain.

Kids’ Camp will be replaced by

Kids’ Club for the time being, but
this is not an entirely suitable a fix
for the solution. It does not offer
the invaluable opportunity to give
children from backgrounds less for-
tunate than the average student
something that most Britons take
for advantage: a holiday, a time
away from stress.

While these are young chil-
dren, when faced with a lack of
opportunities or difficult upbring-
ings, the stresses and problems
which they endure day to day are
just as problematic as the average
person and they are just as deserv-
ing of a break as anyone else.

Kids’ Club gives disadvantaged

children a good time week in week
out, but can be no replacement for
a much valued opportunity to pro-
vide them with a much needed
break from problem homes.

In running this project for so
long, YUSU has taken on far more
than simply another activity, but a
responsibility to the city of York. To
claim that it “costs so much money
and time” as reasoning for accept-
ing the scaling back of Kids’ Camp
is unacceptable.

It would be cruel to let down
one of the most vulnerable and
needy groups in society, who may
well have been expecting the chance
to get away and have fun for a
week, because the time was not
made or the monetary funds divert-
ed to overcome issues of liability.

This could not come at a worse
time either, as local government is
in its worst position for some time
in terms of ability to pick up what
YUSU is dropping. It is doubtful
that they can afford the funds to
run such a scheme now.

A solution to the problem must
be achieved; to let down those with
the least is needlessly unfair.

Liam
O’Brien

For a great many students here,
Oxbridge rejection is the first
real disappointment in their

lives, lighting the curmudgeonly
way for the even greater woe of job-
lessness upon graduation. Sitting in
the JB Morrell, but dreaming of
being at the Bod, we offer ourselves
the consolation that at least our
lack of work offers us the chance to
partake in societies, activities and
‘me-time’. In the back of our minds,
though, is the dreadful thought of
writing “2:1, University of York” on
future CVs, and its inauspicious
consequences.

Though recent national press
would have us believe the contrary,
Oxbridge life for serious students is
something of a grind, involving
workloads that prepare their gradu-
ates frighteningly well for the work-
ing world. A friend of mine at
Oxford has devoted a Facebook
album to capturing her despair in
various parts of the Taylor Institute,
which she frequents after her dis-
sertation supervisor informed her
that to do a proper job of it she
must become pentalingual.

Comparing these achievements
with my own, I feel a sense of
shame. So I am always grateful for a
news story which panders to the
perception our nation has of
Oxbridge: i.e. that it is a mere
extension of the public school fanta-
sy.

Enter Hertford College’s
Penguin Club. An all-male drinking
society numbering just 15, it makes
up in reputation what it lacks in
size. Earlier this academic year its
members were rapped for covering
each other in goose fat, alternately

scoffing and throwing up raw squid
- all in tandem with performing a
naked streak.

Last week, the Penguins were
suspended indefinitely after compil-
ing a “list of fitties” with whom they
planned to sow the wild oat at a
(god forbid) “drunken party”. Surely
a bit of a harsh penalty for a bit of
schoolboy idiocy? Any of Hertford
College’s young belles stupid
enough to take up the Penguins’
offer aren’t really demonstrating
that they’re ‘Oxford material’.

Cambridge isn’t immune from
these hi-jinks either. The
Magdalene College equivalent sub-
jects initiates to a fifteen-course
feast with pig’s snout, wasabi and a
pint of water containing a live gold-
fish. Should a prospective member
be fortunate enough to regurgitate
the beverage with the fish still
breathing, they are awarded a pass
on the following couple of dishes.
Competitors at the University’s
Beefsteak Club combine wolfing

down ungainly nosh with pragmatic
edge, covering the floor of their
venue with tarpaulin for an easy
clean, KFC-style.

This brand of macho bingeing
is rendered particularly grotesque
by the fact that those taking part
are from extremely wealthy back-
grounds. Undeniably, there’s some-
thing more unsettling about the
sight of a rah ordering Moet than a
North Face-wearing hooligan with a
few bottles of cider. Worse still,
these people probably have parents
who will guarantee unbridled access
to every grad job going.

In York there is a contingent of
upper class super-consumers who,
if given the opportunity, would
probably engage in the same gratu-
itous practices as the Penguins.
Thankfully, that contingent is small,
and a positive thought we can tap
into as we struggle to write out
increasingly pointless applications
borne out of desperation for a wage,
any wage at all.

Ben
Gascoyne

Comment
Editor

“YUSU has taken on
far more than
another activity, but
a responsibility to
the city of York”

Join the debate at
nouse.co.uk/comment

Jason Rose’s 13:3 gig in
Central Hall may have
been a failure, but YUSU
have let themselves down
by allowing it to happen.

CHARLOTTE FAIRCLOUGH

RHIANNONWILLIAMS

Robin
Synnot

Kids’ Camp must be allowed to
continue with its good work

For once, York students can be
glad to be Oxbridge rejects

Another year; another team
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American Ballet: “Everything is

a reaction to the time in which it lives. Art is.”M12-M13
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MUSE: March 16, 2010.

Despite my best attempts to avoid campaign season, I somehow found myself in L/N/028 on Saturday night as the
election results were announced. After a trip to the YUM room (more out of curiousity than actual need), a member of
The Yorker asked me if they could do an interview. They had mistaken me for a newly elected Sabb, you see.  I
explained who I was and he said: “Oh God, you’re no use at all. Go away!”  This, I feel, adequately sums up the election
experience had by MUSE. We are present without a purpose. Decorative, some would say. 

Those in NOUSE quickly learn that during production week, the paper is king. Senior Ed do not look kindly on pleas of
housemates’ birthdays, essay deadlines or complaints of exhaustion. While noble, this attitude can come as a shock to
those not used to our ruthless ways. Last edition, I found myself missing a fashion shoot photo on Monday morning. I
called the photographer but his phone was off (it was 6am). As the deadline loomed, I resorted to drastic measures. I
imagine his wife was quite suprised when she received a phone call from me. Her husband was next to me, she
explained. He was tired. Did she need to wake him up? Yes, she did. 

The math for this edition didn’t look good: 24 pages of fashion,  24 pages of MUSE, not to mention essays, elections
and assessments. Still, onwards and upwards. I cannot convey the amount of work that has gone into this edition
(although I’m going to try really hard). All sections responded to my pleading emails and got their pieces in early,
writers were harrassed and the fashion team went above and beyond - twice. We even managed to theme MUSE. Yes,
we’re that good. 

Now: Claudia Lawrence, a year on M5-7, an investigation into the methods used by MI5 M8-9, ballet becomes a 
reality and not a myth M12-13,  why train spot when you can train hop? M15-17, birds become deadly artistic with
LC M18, Killingbeck flouts censorship with ‘Future Sounds’ M20, finally Tim (Burton) is not quite Tenniel M22. Over
and out, kids, it’s been fun. 
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  If Dante Alighieri was to rewrite
his Inferno in a 21st-century con-
text, surely the horrors of budget
airline travel would have a central
role in describing the hell that must
surely await those in the less
favourable side of the afterlife.

Forget the never-ending pain
of Judas’s perpetual skin-peeling
punishment at the hands of Satan,
travelling with the evil capitalist
machine of Ryanair surely repre-
sents the most fitting retribution
for those so sinful enough not to do
the clever thing and splash that lit-
tle bit more cash. 

The ordeal begins, without
fail, with the proximity of those
loathsome members of society that
one only finds themselves ill-fated
enough to meet at such a location
as a Ryanair departure gate.

Mothers seem oblivious of
their daughter’s screeching clam-
our, and fathers blissfully ignore
their son’s attempts to flash their
genitals at fellow passengers. 

If the calamity of unruly chil-
dren and incompetent parents, in
addition to arguing couples who
probably should have been a little
less tight and flown BA for their
honeymoon wasn’t enough to high-
light your gross error in purchasing
such ridiculously cheap flights, to
compound the misery there’s
Tomaz, a happy, grinning Ryanair
employee trying to flog you priority
passes in his joyful eastern
European accent. 

“Last chance for priority
boarding!” he shouts, beaming
from ear to ear. “Last chance for
priority, only £5 or €7!”. What is
most frustrating is that one spends
45 minutes at the back of the
queue, watching opportune – or
just plain rude – people push in

ahead of you, trying desperately
hard to ignore his incredibly attrac-
tive, and financially reasonable
offer. 

‘I told you to buy the priority
boarding online’ whispers the evil
voice in my head. Attempting to
subvert this glaringly obvious cock-
up, I realise I have been reduced to
a pathetic self-denier by Michael
O’Leary’s commercial empire and
his grinning messenger boy. 

When those intelligent priori-
ty few have made their journey
onto the aeroplane, the mad scram-
ble begins. It’s as if the concept of
free-seating makes some people
fear that perhaps there aren’t
enough to go around. For others, it
is altogether too taxing, and their
search for an assigned seat code on
their boarding pass merits scorn,
not pity. 

A vampire beast from Albania
or somewhere equally unfortunate,
resembling an overweight cheeky
girl, physically manhandles me
past the seat I had eyed up. 

“You cannot sit here,” she
barks, exposing two fang-like teeth.
“Why, who is it for?” “Not you.” I am
enjoying this. “The Queen?” “Yes”
she replies, without even the tiniest
slither of irony. “Oh”. “Yes”. She
turns. Our romantic tete-a-tete is
over. At least until I get lost on
some dark Transylvanian night.

My blood-sucking friend is not
the only one. All the staff, ironically
dressed in the joyful sunshine yel-
low and brilliant blue livery of the
airline, seem to be sporting the
almost-dead do-I-give-a-shit look.
Perhaps the mandatory company
breakfast is freshly squeezed lemon
juice. In your eye.

As two Italian women squab-
ble over a space in the laughably

small baggage lockers, I remark to
another sour-faced hostess that it’s
like a school trip but with real
grown-ups. “Tell me about it,” she
says with a hint of a smile. I am lift-
ed by her human-like emotion.

The aeroplane thankfully
takes off in one piece. Strangely,
this annoys me to a certain degree.
It would move the experience from
utterly deplorable to vaguely
humorous, but no – it seems their
pilots are actually capable.

But what of their in-flight
entertainment? Well, the living
House of Horrors that populate the
cabin are good for a ten minute
gander, but quickly become rather
nauseous to look at.

There is, however, a special
offer on my flight for Fortune
Cookies – reduced from €3 to €2.
Personally, I think you’ve got to
have serious depression issues if
you want to buy a fortune cookie on
an aeroplane, but apparently you
could win a Ryanair flight voucher
for a free return trip in the future. I
think I’d prefer a comforting
‘Things will get better soon’. 

What certainly won’t make
things better is the Ryanair Hot
Breakfast, a bargain at €5, which is
apparently ‘As good as homemade’.
Perhaps if you live in a Siberian
gulag.

Some of you might think me
naïve not to have expected such a

deplorable experience. Granted – I
knew what to expect. But the worst
was to come.

Indeed, I had fully expected
the typical Ryanair treatment when
it came to our arrival airport, and
had envisaged being abandoned in
some industrial wasteland a mere
hours drive from the city I had paid
to fly to. I was wrong. Instead, dis-
embarking at an out-of-town ter-
minal for the wrong town defied
even conventional budget airline
disbelief. The resultant bus trip
took longer than the hellish experi-
ence that preceded it.

Read Dante. Shiver. Then fly
with Ryanair and get a taste of the
real thing.
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Henry James Foy

Standing inside the Co-op in Hull Road.
Trying hard to get out. I am directly in front
of the automatic doors but for some strange
reason they are failing to yield to my powers.
I walk very close to them. I back up a bit and
start making movements which I imagine
would trigger some kind of lazy motion cen-
sor, doing an excellent impression a giant
man trying to scare off a bear at the same
time. Much cleverer friend arrives. She has-
n’t bought four packets of blue Millions (Co-
op is the only place that sells them near me
you know) a bottle of Cava and a pack of
Tangfastics for dinner. She has bought
Ryvita, turkey and raisins and many other
things which can be tupperwared and taken
to the library and still only add up to £5 in
total.

“That’s the entrance, the doors won’t
open to let you out,” she ventures with a wry
smile.

Suddenly, as if from nowhere the doors
swoosh open dramatically and, like Moses
parting the seas, I throw my hands to the
skies and proclaim “YUS! IN. YOUR.
FACE!”. However, my momentary smugness
is overturned when I see that I have, in fact,
ironically shouted but three millimetres
INTO SOMEONE’S FACE and they are now
side scuttling to the baskets at a disconcert-
ingly abnormal speed. And thus, the balance
is restored.

First night of Hustings. I already feel
like a bit of a numpty in that I have come

dressed for my friends 21st and in doing so
have seriously violated the unspoken
Hustings dresscode of “election beach chic”.
Tim is loafing about in Richard Branson-
esque shorts. Roberto sports a wooden neck-
lace and looks like he’s hopped straight off
the set of The Beach. Everyone looks chilled,
and tanned and easy going and cooolllll….. I,
however, am revealing not only my “pale and
interesting” complexion but also my Essex
roots in heels and hotpants.  I don a blazer, a
failsafe way of looking serious and a tad more
professional. Sadly the jacket covers the shorts
entirely, so it looks like I just stood in front of the mir-
ror and decided “Charlotte, today is not the day for
dressing the bottom half”. The net result is that I end
up as some kind of horrendous

MargretThatcherCheekyGirl type hybrid. But I can
bring things back.     

Luckily, global afro-inspiration and
Tres-semme spokesperson David Levene
offers up a golden chance for impressive and
suave conversation. He is Parkinson. I am
Natasha Kaplinsky. Except, I doubt that
glamour-puss Tash would have made such a
heinous blunder as myself.

“So, I’ve been around a lot recently, I’ve
done the whole of James College today”

“You SERLAAAGGGG!”
“I’m sorry?”
Bugger. “I said um, I said that you were

a slag but I’m sorry, you’re obviously not”
“I don’t understand? Did, did you just

call me a slag? What’s that got to do with my

campaign? Are you blogging this?”
“God no! No, I mean I’m sure you’re

really gentlemanly, you probably aren’t a slag
at all, and I mean if you were it’s probably a
good thing but I mean, well but it’s just that
you said you’d DONE the whole of James
so….y’know….” 

“Aaah Charlotte, I read your column!” slurs a
lovely but tipsy ami at the Fusion afterparty,
“So how do you think up such hilarrrrrrrious
stories?”

“Um, actually they aren’t stories, they’re all real.”
He erupts into laughter, eventually

snickering so raucously that other people
start to look at me with hopeful, beaming
faces, proffering their friendly moon smiles
in the hope that I will share what is clearly
the funniest joke of our time, perhaps ever,
with them. I have nothing.

“It’s not that funny,” I implore him
under my breath, but this seems futile as he
begins to clutch at his stomach and seems to
contemplate a bit of rolling about on the
floor for good measure.

“Charlotte, what’s he laughing about?”
“Oh, it’s nothing”
“No come on! Tell us! What’s so

funny?!” they beg, staring up with puppy-
dog eyes and willing, willing for there to be
an answer.

“Um, I dunno, my life apparently…”
“oh…right…” There’s quite a long pause.

A couple of people actually visibly recoil.
Awkward. 

   Social pariah: Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

“Forget the never-ending pain of Judas’ perpetual skin-
peeling punishment, travelling with Ryanair surely rep-
resents the most fitting retribution for sinners”
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.5 in. The average length of a wiz-
ard’s wand. Why? What did you
think I was referring to, you

filthy, filthy witch?

£15 billion. The profit made on
the books. Actually, it’s Galleons
but J.K. Rowling hasn’t given us

a symbol. Lazy, not cheeky.

5
7% of Brits know who Harry
Potter is. 49.5% can name Brown
as the Prime Minister. Harry

defeats evil. Brown gave us the credit
crunch. Fair enough, I say.

3
6,573. The number of members in
the ‘I cried when I didn’t get into
Hogwarts’ Facebook group. I’m a

member and, you know what, it was
a really difficult time.

8
5% of children believe the Harry
Potter books relate to their lives
more than their parents.

Ungrateful buggers. At least they
don’t have Mr and Mrs Dursley.

6
2442. The secret code that allows
wizards to access the Ministry of
Magic. This, on a telephone key-

pad, spells out ‘magic.’ Why were
they so surprised when the Death
Eaters got in?

3
1,000. The number of postal
workers it took to deliver the last
installment of the Potter books.

Owl post would have been so much
more efficient.

5
5% of the Nouse office, if they
were genuinely honest with them-
selves (and we are journalists),

would be in Slytherin. Take heed,
Hes Hall, over half of us are funda-
mentally self-serving.

2
nd. The ranking of Hogsmeade on
the ‘Most Popular Wizarding loca-
tions’ list. I like a pint as much as

anyone else, but seriously guys?
Diagon Alley Butterbeers all the way.

2
3. The number of times Harry
Potter has been challenged for
being supplied in public and

school libraries in the US because,
apparently, it endorses witchcraft.
Bloody Yanks.

1
the number of HP societies we will,
upon ratification, have at the
University of York. Started by

Deputy Numbers (Minister of
Muggles) herself, don’t you know?
I’m going to be Dumbledore. Jones
will be Ernie from the Knightbus.
Ah, what a power trio we shall be.
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The Nouse Crossword

Fictional International Rescue puppets (12)

Nile dam in Southern Egypt (5)

Entrance, portal (7)

Mexican flatbread (8)

Farming vehicle (7)

No justification (11)

Oral doctors (8)

_____ Nureyev, Ballet Dancer(6)

Domestic appliance, metal (4)

Big Apple Cops (4)

Tolstoy epic (3,3,5)

30th US President (8)

Dance music genre (7)

Largest Japanese Island (6)

Rope fastening (4)

Limit, maximum boundary (2,2)

1.

7.

8.

10.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

9.

12.

15.

16.

17.

19.

Dry, parched (4)

Famous Venetian market bridge (6)

Dancing on tiptoes (6)

Flying fabric toy (4)

Fall, crumble (8)

Patricidal tragic hero (7)

Rough copy (5)

0 (Degree sign) Kelvin (8, 4)

11.

13.

14.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

The Nouse Sudoku

So-called life: Liam O’Brien
Harry Potter by

numbers

1 2 3 4

9

6

7 8 9

10 11

12

1413 15

16

17 18

20 21

19

22

Across

Down

5

3
3

4

1

87

29

2

9

5
8 5
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I had been waiting in earnest for the
‘Telephone’ video for about two
months. Longer, in reality, since the
‘Bad Romance’ clip had only sated this
Gaga fan for so long. The tension in our
household was palpable. Each time the
video was pushed back another couple
of days, my flatmate nearly had a nerv-
ous breakdown.

“Why does she keep releasing
stills?” he pined, his anticipation grow-
ing as child-unfriendly images of Gaga
in police tape (below), fag glasses and
her Fred Butler headpiece appeared.
We refreshed Gagadaily.com every few
minutes, hoping. We checked Nicola
Formichetti’s blog for tips on how we
could achieve a similar look.

Shamefully, when the video
arrived in the early hours of Friday
morning, I was fast asleep. I was awak-
ened a few hours later by calls from the
interviewees I had organised chats with
the day before.

“Hi there, I’m from the York
Traveller’s Trust. I got your
email and answerphone
messages saying you really
wanted to speak with me.”

No. ‘Telephone’.
“Errr... Can I call you back?”
Yes readers, I’ve been a bad

student journalist. I watched that
video for an hour and a half solid
(and it’s a hefty nine minutes and 32
seconds). I’m watching it now in
another window as I type this col-
umn five days after the (frankly
hopeful) deadline. I am in awe
of its subversion of the typical
R’n’B video at the part when
Gaga dances in front of the
Pussy Wagon, of its use of
Jeremy Scott Mickey Mouse
sunglasses to signify the com-
pletion of a successful mur-
der, and of its hilarious dia-
logue (“Let’s make a sand-
wich!”, “[with Beyonce’s
honey having been
taken] I knew you’d
take all my honey,
you selfish mother-
fucker.”)

Most of all, I love the product
placement. Whacking in a pair of
Chanel shades or her new Mac lipstick
was expected, but the diversity of prod-
uct crammed into that video is some-
thing else: Miracle Whip mayonnaise,
Wonder Bread, calorific Honey Bun
pastries, and dating website
Plentyoffish.com.

Sensational.

Frequent readers might have been led
to believe that I have no interest in
campus politics, but on the contrary I
was Ents Rep for Vanbrugh in first-year
(elected largely because of the wide-
spread smears launched at the opposi-
tion), and helped run a not so fortu-
itous campaign last time.

I maintain that the reason my can-
didate came in a lowly third was not
due to the team’s (well thought-out)
policies, but because of the drunk
abandon of the candidate themselves.

A particular highlight
was their complete disre-
gard for gathering
important and influen-
tial votes from those
running for other
positions. In one
instance an early fron-

trunner approached
her/him to say, “I’m going
to vote for you.” At this

suggestion, she/he
baulked, “Well
I’m not going to
vote for you so
you can fuck
off ”.

A d d i n g
further colour to
the campaign,
the candidate
was not, after los-
ing, prepared to
receive any condo-
lence from the sur-
rounding audience.
One unfortunate girl

said, “I’m sorry you lost, I
was rooting for you.” The

reply? “Fuck off you patronis...”
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As the search for missing University chef Claudia Lawrence enters its second
year,Henry James Foy talks to man whose faith in her return never wavers.

no hint of fatigue in his voice.
He understands how important a

constant media presence is for his cam-
paign, whatever the personal sacrifices.

“The whole idea of the campaign is
to keep the media interested, and they
have been exceptionally good. There is a
fair amount of time taken up by media
each month, but it’s not an intrusion.
We want them.”

It is startlingly evident how much
Peter has resigned himself to accepting
the double-edged sword of the media.
Throughout, he has striven to maintain

their interest, at whatever cost. Indeed,
this very interview is a result of a need
to keep Claudia in the headlines.

“There isn’t really anything in the
sense of people knocking on the door,
thankfully, ever since the first two or
three weeks. They don’t come knocking
at my door, they knock at his instead,”
he adds, pointing to his friend and cam-
paign spokesman Martin Dales.

Dales is evidently at the heart of
Peter’s enterprise. He deals with the
press, schedules interviews and main-
tains the campaign website, www.find-

claudia.co.uk.
Dales tells me that there were 40

calls to the BBC during the recent pro-
gramme, the most calls for any episode,
with viewing numbers above 4.2 mil-
lion. On Thursday 18th, exactly a year
after his daughter disappeared, Peter
will again be on television, appearing
on the BBC’s Missing Live programme.

It is almost crass to speak of view-
ing figures and audience response in
the face of this sad story of a missing
daughter, but Peter knows well that
these are the statistics that might make

On the afternoon of 18 March
2009, 35-year-old Claudia
Lawrence began set off from the

University to her home in Heworth. A
year later, the Roger Kirk chef has yet
to be seen again.

After months of intense media
coverage, local awareness and the one
of the largest investigations in the his-
tory of North Yorkshire Police, the trail
is cold. Claudia has disappeared with-
out a trace.

One man who has no intention of
giving up is Claudia’s father, Peter
Lawrence. We meet in his house near
Malton, in a sleepy hamlet where the
horrors of a missing daughter seem a
million miles away.

“I didn’t think we would be here a
year on, I never thought we would, but
we are, so we have to keep the cam-
paign going,” he says in his soft,
metered voice.

“We just need a result,” he adds.
His has been a year of hurt, a year of
hope and dismay, a year of personal
sacrifice, a year of confusion and most
importantly, a year of constant belief.

Throughout the past 12 months,
hopes have been raised as the police
have released seemingly fresh informa-
tion, and conducted intense investiga-
tions. All have, without exception, been
dashed as officers follow them to
nowhere. In April, after five weeks of
searching, Detective Superintendent
Ray Galloway, leading the investiga-
tion, announced the commencement of
a murder investigation, but have
admitted they have no evidence for her
death.

Peter has watched and waited as
homes have been searched, hundreds
of friends, colleagues and acquaintanc-
es have been interviewed and officers
have travelled as far as Cyprus and
Ireland in search of some missing
details in Claudia’s life.

The investigation caught the
media’s attention, throwing the 62-
year-old former solicitor into the lime-
light of the national press – a role he
has carried solely on his shoulders
throughout – and leading to a spate of
scurrilous tabloid media stories regard-
ing her love life, causing great distress.

Yet his faith, nor continued efforts,
never waver: “There is a general per-
ception that there is a bit of informa-
tion somewhere, that at the moment is
missing. We just need it.”

Peter begins by telling me that he’s
feeling jaded. It has been a “fraught
week” with media interviews: a week
before we meet, a fresh lead had been
released by the police after Peter’s
appearance on the BBC programme
Crimewatch. Like all the others, it
would ultimately come to nothing.

“It’s important that there were so
many responses to the programme. It’s
heartening that people keep respond-
ing to the publicity. It shows that it
really does work,” Peter says. There is

Claudia
Lawrence, pic-
tured here with
her father, has
beenmissing
since March 18
2009

A father’s anguish
16/03/10 www.ey.com/uk/careers MM55



MM66 16/03/10www.ey.com/uk/careers

the difference. 
“It’s draining afterwards when we

do concentrated media things, but it’s
part of the task I set myself to do. I
must keep on doing it. It’s obviously
wearing, but it gets results,” he says
with defiance. 

“It’s part of keeping it out in the
public eye. It’s always good to get a
national footprint,” he adds. 

The sheer amount of coverage
Peter has managed even surprises him:
“It has amazed me the amount of sup-
port I get from people. People come up
to me in the street, not just in York but
sometimes in London, and they just
very gently say ‘We’re thinking of you’,
or praying for me, or however it comes
to them, and that’s good, because it
means we are getting out there.” 

“People in Heworth, without
exception, have been incredibly sup-
portive. They’ve had intrusion, particu-
larly in the first few months, with police
knocking on their door, conducting
searches and everything else. But
everybody has either said they knew
Claudia and we’re hoping, or they did-
n’t know her but they are still hoping.” 

It was Heworth, and the
University, the last two places where

Claudia was seen, that the initial stages
of the investigation focused. 

Having finished her daily shift in
the kitchens of the Roger Kirk Centre,
Claudia was seen leaving Goodricke
College (now James) on CCTV at 14:30.
She was then seen near her house later
that afternoon after making the short
walk along Melrosegate. The alarm was
raised after she failed to arrive at the
University for her 06:00 shift the fol-
lowing day. 

The sheer incredulity of the case
has baffled investigators. Her passport
and bank cards were in their proper
place in her home. She had spoken at
length with both her father and her
mother on the evening of the 18th,
making Mother’s Day plans.

Claudia sent her last text message,
to a friend, just before 20:30. Indeed,
the police haven’t even been able to
trace her mobile phone, or her distinct
blue Karrimor rucksack in which she
carried her chef ’s whites. 

“[The Police] started off at a dis-
advantage in that you normally have a
crime scene to work from. In this case
there was a natural gap of 36 hours
before anyone realised anything was
the matter, and no crime scene. They

are almost working with one hand
behind their back,” Peter explains.  

“If there was a crime scene we
would have some idea of what harm
Claudia had come to. The fact that she
hasn’t been found obviously means that
there is still hope.” 

Police focused on tracing certain
cars that CCTV had captured on her
route to work, and investigating a
number of people that had taken the
same path that day. A reconstruction of
her last known movements involving
an argument that police suspected may
have involved her and a male stranger
was broadcast. All failed to garner any
helpful public information. 

Officers searched the University
lake during the Easter break, Peter
himself visited to distribute posters,
and a controversial search of campus
bedrooms, some without residents’
knowledge was carried out. 

“The University a year ago had to
put up with a lot of intrusion like the
people of Heworth did, but I’m sure
everybody realises why it was neces-
sary,” Peter tells me. 

“Claudia was part of the University
and she is missing, the same way that
she is missing from us, the family,” he

continues, extending his thanks to stu-
dents for their assistance.  

Peter’s role has been one of con-
stant patience and trust, especially in
light of some media claims that the
North Yorkshire Police investigation
unit had failed to follow up certain
leads and act quickly and efficiently. 

In September, Suzy Cooper a close
friend of Claudia told BBC Radio York
that she felt the police had been slow to
investigate the island of Cyprus, spark-
ing a series of claims regarding the

police effort. Claudia regularly visited
the island, and received a text message
from there on the evening of her disap-
pearance. 

“To be honest I’m surprised [the
police] have not gone a bit sooner,
obviously because she had visited there
quite a lot, met people and knew peo-
ple over there,” Miss Cooper stated. At

Above: Peter
Lawrence
Left: The offi-
cial Find
Claudia poster

“There is a general perception
that there is a bit of information
somewhere that at the moment
is missing. We just need it”
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the time, Galloway defended the
delay, stating that officers were sent to
Cyprus when it was “necessary.”

“Enquiries have been conducted
with people who knew or were in con-
tact with Claudia since the earliest
stages of the investigation, but the pri-
mary focus of the investigation has
always been in York. 

A month later, Galloway told
reporters that the eight months of
investigation had cost the force
£558,000, including £90,000 in the
first 12 days, and had included more
than 100 officers and staff. 

The announcement of a review
into the scale of the investigation was
made, and currently only 30 staff are
directly working on the case. A
spokesman explained that the budget
and manpower cutbacks were to
“ensure that [the investigation] is
being run efficiently and effectively
within the context of the other policing
demands across North Yorkshire.” 

Yet Peter is quick to defend the
police, who he speaks with once every
two weeks: “The police are intent on
this, and have said they will keep the
investigation going until there is a
result. The Chief Constable has been
very supportive each time [a review]
has arisen,” he says. 

Indeed, Peter tells me of his frus-
tration with people who were linked
with Claudia but have failed to volun-
tarily assist the police. “It’s amazing
that the police are still going to call on
people and they are saying ‘Oh, I was
wondering when you were going to
come see us’. Why don’t they think of
going to the police first?” 

I remind Peter that his desire to
see a constant media interest in his
missing daughter has had its negative
repercussions.  In June, less than three
months after her disappearance, the
Daily Mail printed a series of stories
insinuating that Claudia had a “number
of secret lovers” and that “she deliber-
ately targets married men and then
dumps them.”  

“One newspaper broke ranks from
the others who were supporting us in
the campaign and it very briefly decid-
ed to go down a scurrilous route,” Peter
recollects. I ask him to what extent the
stories shocked him as a father: 

“As far as Claudia’s life is con-
cerned, she is 35, she is a single girl, she
is entitled to have as many relation-
ships as she wanted. I think everybody
realises she probably hadn’t had 40,

which was the one suggestion in that
paper.” 

“She had several relationships, and
in fact it turns out I had met most of
the people that she had relationships
with. My relationship with Claudia was
such that we quite often met for a drink
and if she was going out with some-
body, the likelihood was that he was
there as well, so most of the people I
had met. There’s no doubt one or two
that I hadn’t, but that would be nor-
mal,” Peter continues. 

The police did little to dampen the
rumours. “As the investigation has
developed, it’s apparent that some of
Claudia’s relationships had an element
of complexity and mystery to them,’
Galloway told reporters. “I am certain
that some of those relationships were
not known to her family or friends.” 

The claim would later be retracted
by the newspaper, but not after other
follow-on stories appeared in other
publications. Dales, who described the
initial story as “an invention”, adds that
other tabloids, such as The Sun in par-
ticular, have been “very supportive”. 

It is obvious from his philosophi-
cal perspective on the role that the
media has played in his campaign that
he has a love-hate relationship with the
press. 

The constant interviews, TV
appearances and press conferences are,
for Peter, a necessary evil. He is not
ready to grieve, and instead exists to
believe. 

Before leaving I cannot avoid ask-
ing him how much he worries that per-
haps in 12 more months the media will
have forgotten about Claudia and her
inexplicable disappearance. His reply is
dismissive, if not defiant: 

“I don’t think there is any reason
why people will suddenly lose interest
just because we’re getting past an
anniversary,” he says. 

“Everybody is very supportive of
this, everywhere we go. So I think it will
continue.” Peter pauses, as if to stress
his conviction. “It will continue.” 

It is unnecessary to ask Peter
Lawrence whether he ever wavers in his
belief that one day his daughter will be
found. For him, everyday begins with
hope. 

Anyone with any information
regarding Claudia Lawrence or the
continued investigation is encouraged
to contact North Yorkshire Police on
0845 60 60 247 or Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111. M

March 2009
Following Claudia’s last sighting in
the final days of the Spring Term, 
CCTV footage of her on campus is
circulated. YUSU promise to ensure
posters go up all over campus, and
begin to contact students through
Facebook and the student media.
Police spend £90,000 in the first 12
days of the search. 

Tale of a tragedy
April 2009
Investigations centre on the
University. After police searches of
the lake, officers turn to student
accomodation. Many rooms are
searched without residents’ consent,
leading to outcry from YUSU and
the GSA. Martin Dales would go on
to apologise to students for a “nec-
essary” part of the investigation.

June 2009
A reconstruction of Claudia’s sus-
pected last movements is screened
on the BBC’s Crimewatch. The
footage, in conjunction with new
CCTV showing an unknown man
walking around the back of
Claudia’s house, sparks a large num-
ber of public responses. The leads
would eventually be discounted.

September 2009
Six months after the disappearance,
Det. Supt. Ray Galloway, heading the
case, announces fresh investigations
in Cyprus. Claudia visited the island
many times, and her last received
text was from a friend there. Police
are criticised for their delay in
extending the investigation, which
fails to find any new information.
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Torture is an emotive and contro-
versial subject. It cannot fail to
provoke a response, so it is no

surprise that the Court of Appeal’s
recent ruling in the case of Binyam
Mohamed has garnered much media
attention. It will not need any introduc-
tion to anyone with an interest in
human rights. The case is one that has
had reverberations throughout British
politics, and could continue to have far-
reaching implications for the media,
the security services and the judiciary
of this country.

Binyam Mohamed al Habashi,
originally from Ethiopia, arrived in the
UK in 1994. He sought asylum in this
country, and although his application
was rejected, in 2000 he was given
exceptional leave to remain in this
country for four years.

He converted to Islam in 2001,
and in the same year travelled to
Pakistan and Afghanistan. When
intending to return to the UK in 2002,
he was arrested by Pakistani immigra-
tion officials at Karachi airport, after
being suspected of fighting against

anti-Taliban North Alliance forces
whilst in Afghanistan.

He alleges that he was tortured in
Pakistan, Morocco and Afghanistan,
being beaten and scalded, and having
his penis slashed with a knife. In
Afghanistan, he claims to have been
held in a black hole at the “Prison of
Darkness”, where he was deprived of
sleep, blasted with sound, starved,
beaten and hung up. The case revolves
around “Witness B”, an MI5 officer who
visited him in Pakistan, and the ques-
tion of whether or not the officer knew
Mohamed was being tortured.

But the case has become murkier.
Last month, judges in the Court of
Appeal concluded that the security
services should be criticised for their
involvement – but the version of a judg-
ment previously released did not con-
tain these criticisms. Lawyers acting for
the government had put pressure on
the judges to leave them out of the
judgment. It was only following media
pressure that the Court decided to issue
a revised version of the judgment,
which reinstated the passages contain-

Torture: the shady
secrets of MI5
Liv Evans explores the recent court case of Binyam Mohamed and asks if the UK
security services are knowingly endorsing torture abroad.

ing criticism of MI5.
A great deal of media attention has

been focused on this case, and questions
have been raised about the freedom of the
judiciary in instances involving liberty.
But is it right for media emphasis to be on
this? Is it more important to wonder if
MI5 really is more complicit in torture
than is commonly thought?

Dr. Silvia Casale is a renowned expert
in the field of torture prevention, and has
served as President of both the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture
and the United Nations Subcommittee on
the Prevention of Torture. Speaking as an
individual, she states, “the question is how
much Witness B knew of what the interro-
gation processes were. How much was he
involved? If he was aware, and therefore
the service as a whole was aware, then
that’s a problem. The UK cannot be
involved in something where the person
concerned, who is also being questioned
by their own officer, is actually being tor-
tured. That’s not an acceptable position.”

“The issues the case raises are about
what the intelligence services are doing on
behalf of the British public and whether or

not they are fully compliant with our
human rights obligations. Binyam
Mohamed isn’t the only case that’s
raised it, and it shows that there are
deep concerns which need to be
addressed.”

But the case has become
embroiled in a debate over how much
influence the government should have
over judicial processes. This is due to
the controversial paragraph 168 of the
judgement. In the original draft, it was
said that MI5 denied any ill-treatment
of detainees interviewed by them
whilst detained on behalf of the US,
“yet that does not seem to be true: as
the evidence in this case showed, at
least some SyS (Security Service, MI5)
officials appear to have a dubious
record when it comes to human rights
and coercive techniques”. However, in
the final version, the wording is crucial-
ly changed to: “Y   et, in this case, that
does not seem to have been true: as the
evidence showed, some Security
Services officials appear to have a dubi-
ous record relating to actual involve-
ment”. It is only due to what the BBC
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calls “an exceptionally unusual
move” that we even have access to the
draft document.

However, Dr. Casale thinks that it
would be unwise to draw too much
attention to this discrepancy. She
explains that the writing of a draft
opinion is commonplace, and it is usual
for it to be circulated amongst judges
before being released as a final docu-
ment. “You put down your view in
rough draft, and people have a look at
that, and they tell the other side if
they’re going to make some remarks.
There was an assumption that every-
one had seen the draft and that every-
body was in agreement about the sug-
gested about amendments.

“People who don’t know how the
procedures normally work would think
that it sounds like the judges are just
bowing to pressure from one side, but
this would be a skewed perspective.”
Was the Court following standard pro-
cedure? “The judges acted normally,
yes. They were assuming that normal
procedures had been followed, but they
hadn’t. They were making assumptions
that were not valid, but based on the
way one conventionally does these
things, they would have been reason-
able in assuming that.”

She believes that although the
media were right to cover the case to
such an extent, perhaps the emphasis
was misplaced. “It’s a very tricky thing
for the media on the one hand to be
very careful about understanding the
exact context and the law, and on the
other hand, make it clear what the
main issues are and what the public
needs to know. Sometimes the media
doesn’t get it entirely right, but I do
think it’s very important that things are
aired in the public domain.”

As a country which has ratified
both the United Nations Convention
against Torture and the Optional
Protocol to the Convention, the UK is

danger of that. The ABA (the American
Bar Association) has recently pub-
lished its standards on the treatment of
prisoners, which are clearly moving in
the same direction as the European
position. There’s clearly a difference
between the current administration
under Obama and the administration
under George Bush.”

Throughout 20th century US his-
tory, there was often a tendency to
frame foreign policy issues in a
straightforward choice between
national security and upholding
human rights. One only has to look at
the differing approaches of Presidents
Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan in
foreign affairs to note what an impact
this distinction can have. And, more
recently, after 9/11, the debate has been
framed in a similar way, through Bush’s
much publicised “war on terror” and in
the UK, the question of how long terror
suspects can be held without charge.

However, Dr. Casale believes that
this distinction is counter-productive.
“The way that the US has construed it
in the past is a mistake. I don’t think
that the two things are antithetical.
Our national security in the UK
depends upon our holding to interna-
tional law and holding to the prohibi-
tion against torture, and I think it
undermines our national security when
we don’t hold to these legal obligations
and those moral values.

“I’m not saying that 9/11 wasn’t a
catastrophe, of course it was, but in the
panic that ensued, people lost sight of
the fact that if you chuck away your
legal obligations internationally – these
core principles, like the absolute prohi-
bition of torture – then you’re actually
putting the nation more at risk in the
end.”

She is well placed to discuss atti-
tudes within the secret services, having
worked extensively on terrorism cases
in Northern Ireland. “There is a sense

in which once people are working in
intelligence matters, they may think
everything should be secret, and of
course, you mustn’t expose individuals
to risk because you’re being careless
about the information you give out. But
there are ways of dealing with informa-
tion so that the important issues come
out and so that the public is informed,
as the public is supposed to be.”

Is the right balance between pro-
tecting information and keeping peo-
ple informed always found? “Quite
often there is too much emphasis on
secrecy, whereas really what the
emphasis should be on is doing things
and handling information in a safe and
appropriate way.”

But returning to the case of
Binyam Mohamed, Dr. Casale makes it
very clear where she stands. “The
degree of involvement (by SyS) isn’t
entirely clear, but it is clear that there
was at least one MI5 officer who was
interrogating the same person who was
subjected to torture by the Pakistani
interrogators.

“People who serve the UK –
whether they’re in the secret services,
or the intelligence services, or whatever
line of work – they’re in the public serv-
ice, and they’re accountable to the pub-
lic. It’s right that we should know
what’s being done in our name. I don’t
want people in my name to be torturing
somebody, whether it’s in Pakistan or
anywhere else.”

It would be wrong to conclude
from this case that the security services
are habitually complicit with torture
abroad. However, questions have cer-
tainly been raised. The very nature of
the security services means that we, as
the general public, can never know
exactly what goes on in our country’s
name. We expect that the UK should
never be involved in torture, but when
our own judiciary criticises our servic-
es, suspicion must fall. M

bound by strict international law over
its involvement in torture. In addition
to this, we are subject to the jurispru-
dence of the European Court of
Human Rights. However, the govern-
ment’s close relationship with the US,
which is not bound by the same restric-
tions, has led to a blurring of bound-
aries, particularly in the Blair and Bush
era. The Binyam Mohamed case is a
perfect example of this. Although not
legally a citizen, his right to be in the
UK had been acknowledged, but he
was then taken to a CIA-led site in
Afghanistan, and subsequently to
Guantanamo Bay in 2004.

“It’s absolutely clear that the Bush
administration made public statements
and did non-public things which were
totally not in conformity with the pro-
hibition against torture. For example,
waterboarding, which they tried to say
was not torture. 

“The UK has a different position
on this from the US, and whatever gov-
ernments might privately agree when
leaders discuss such matters doesn’t

alter the fact that we are bound by
international law. We can’t get around
that, and we shouldn’t try to. The US is
not on the same page.”

But Dr. Casale emphasises that it
is not right to tar all officials with the
same brush. “There are people within
the UK public service who are trying
very hard to hold to these international
obligations, but then I’m afraid that
there may be some people who want to
look the other way. There was always a

“People who serve the UK are
accountable to the public. I
don’t want people in my name
to be torturing somebody”
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gain five good GCSE passes  - the gold-
en ticket that represents job opportuni-
ties and a living wage.

Few will be aware of this shocking
deprivation. The Travellers’ existence is
generally perceived as an annoyance.
When Iain Wright took up his post as
the Minister for Gypsies and Travellers
in 2007, he said, “People feel able to
talk about Gypsies and Travellers in
one block, as if they could be the devil
incarnate.” But speaking to Travellers
in York, mostly identifying as English
Romany Gypsies, and those who work
with them, it becomes apparent that
Middle England’s stereotypes are, to no
great surprise, unfounded.

On visiting York’s Traveller sites, it
is painfully obvious that the squalor of
their living conditions is a disgrace, and
the authorities held responsible for
their welfare should be forced to do
something to remedy the situation. A
1998 report by the University of York
showed that the Travellers then faced
overcrowding, below average health-
care and educational provision, and
police harassment. According to the
latest report by a team of academics
speacialising in social justice, nothing
has changed. In fact, the number of

Gypsies and Travellers are the last
minority group in our country
against whom many feel it’s rea-

sonable, normal and permissible to
harbour indiscriminate racism. After
decades of education in civil rights,
people keep the N-word and the P-
word to themselves, but happily launch
into ‘pikey’ and ‘gypo’, and tirades
about their dirty, criminal lives. It’s
seen as acceptable to hold these beliefs
because they have never been chal-
lenged by authorities, and they’ve been
reinforced by a steady slew of local and
national legislation which, since the
Second World War, has sought to rob
Travellers of their cultural heritage,
their means for a good standard of liv-

ing and has driven them to the margins
of society. In these aims our govern-
ment and local authorities have experi-
enced great success.

The average life expectancy for a
Traveller is just 66, 12 years below the
national average, and far behind those
of Bangladeshi and Pakistani ethnic
groups – apparently regarded as the
most deprived minority populations in
the UK. Almost one in five Traveller
mothers will face the trauma of losing a
child in their early years, and only one
in ten of those that survive will go on to

“The Travellers want to be treated with
more respect by the police. They’re tired of
them coming in absolutely mob-handed
every time there’s a rumour about drugs.”

tion of Travellers up and down our
nation. Gary Craig, a visiting Professor
at Durham University and one of the
writers of “Marginalised and
Excluded?”, the most recent report with
specific research on York Travellers,
insists, “Gypsy Travellers are the most
excluded and deprived community in
the country. The way they are treated is
a national disgrace. They live way
below the poverty line in whichever
way you want to define it.”

Police raids on the Clifton Moor
and Osbaldwick caravan sites have
incensed Gary, as has their subsequent
presence in the York Press. On 5
February of this year, 160 police officers
with drug specialists and sniffer dogs
arrested ten people at the Clifton Moor
site, seizing 21 cannabis plants and
£750 in counterfeit cash. A week later,
a force of similar size collected heroin
and ecstasy with a street value of
£20,000 from the same site. The police
had acted on a series of complaints
from residents in the local area.

Nevertheless, these operations
have been heavily criticised for their
heavy-handedness and their disastrous
effect on York’s Traveller community.
Christine Shepherd, Co-ordinator of
York Traveller’s Trust, a charitable
foundation aiming to help the
Travellers, has been continually frus-
trated by the police’s actions: “Back in
2004 there was a raid in Osbaldwick
and that was absolutely over the top. I
understand that the police have a duty
to protect their staff but there were 200
armed police officers, animal help, hel-
icopters… You name it, it was there. I’ve
been trying to build bridges between
the Travellers and the settled commu-

Traveller children regularly attending
school has taken a ten percent dive. 

It’s estimated that there are nearly
380 Travellers living in caravans at
York’s main sites at James Street,
Clifton Moor and Osbaldwick. Across
York, there are 1,000 overall, a number
which sounds far-fetched, but is ren-
dered realistic by the fact that Gypsies
in York struggle to obtain tenancy
agreements for their ‘pitches’ (a small
piece of land large enough to house a
caravan). Effectively, this means they
are classed as homeless. Some live by
the roadside, with children, wagons
and animals in tow. On my visit to the
Osbaldwick site, one Traveller
informed me that he’d been waiting 11
years for a tenancy agreement, and was
therefore living illegally in the site. This
is by no means uncommon. The com-
munity fears the law not just because of
its heavy-handedness, but because peo-
ple are forced, through simple common
sense, to live outside it.

Media coverage of the Travellers
rarely offers any kindness. York’s com-
munity in particular is deeply suspi-
cious after years of partisan reportage
and police raids. Nationally, though, we
have made a move from Daily Mail
hate-mongering to seeing the Traveller
community as anachronistic carica-
ture. The Channel 4 documentary My
Big Fat Gypsy Wedding, which aired
last month to good critical notes and
five million viewers, set Travellers up as
something to be mocked. A cruel edit
saw a shot of a young girl claiming she
didn’t like “tacky weddings” followed
immediately by her plans for an awk-
ward 50ft train on her dream dress.

Ignored completely was the isola-

Squalor and Struggle
York’s Gypsy and Traveller community has been exiled to the
margins of the city. Liam O’Brien is shocked by their living
conditions and police intrusion on their sites.

Above: The
police are an
intrusive pres-
ence on the
Osbaldwick site
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Christine, “Job searches and applica-
tions, making sure the Travellers are
compliant with the most recent legisla-
tion, training, helping with key skills
like money management and budget-
ing, and generally getting shouted at by
the Travellers!”

Christine also deals with individ-
ual welfare cases, which in the circum-
stances of extreme poverty are often
harrowing: “We had one young family
on the Clifton site. A poor young girl
was living with her family and two
young children. The family had a fall-
out and she was thrown out with her
kids. So this single parent pulled into
an area where they turn the cars
around, not doing anyone any harm.
She was then told by the council that
she would be evicted onto the roadside.
What would be the sense in that? It’s a
long and expensive process to evict
someone. The Travellers do it because
they’re desperate for accommodation,
not for the fun of it.”

Gary, who worked with Christine
for almost a year in compiling the
report, was cautious about the organi-
sation’s future: “The York Travellers
Trust’s funding is due to run out in a
couple of years. Christine is really
respected by the Travellers but they
know she’s completely overwhelmed. If
the local authority took the issue of the
Travellers seriously they would put
much more funding into that organiza-
tion, because it’s broadly trusted.”

Christine has headed the Trust for
ten years now, and as she guides
George, our photographer, and I
around the James Street site, it’s clear
she has built a hard-earned rapport
with its residents. The site is opposite

been doing. These recent raids on
the Clifton site were totally dispropor-
tionate. Drugs aren’t just a problem in
the Traveller community but outside
too. All the Travellers are tarred with
the same brush when in reality it might
only be one or two individuals.”

After reading full-page articles in
the York Press on the drug swoops,
Gary Craig accused its Editor of racism
given the complete disregard for the
appalling treatment of the Travellers.
The Press then published an article
with a more positive portrayal. For
Gary, though, the police handling of
these issues needs to improve, and
quickly: “The Travellers want to be
treated with more respect by the police.
They’re tired of the police coming in
absolutely mob-handed every time
there’s a rumour about drugs. There’s
this constant feeling they’re being
watched. The police stop children and
talk to them. The raid on Osbaldwick
in 2004 produced such an atmosphere
of paranoia and suspicion that it’s
going to take ages to recover - it was
such a damaging experience. The
Travellers just don’t believe that the
police have their best interest in mind.”

Fully supportive of the Travellers,
though, is Christine Shepherd, who
juggles her work as the only full time
member of staff at York Travellers Trust
with an MA at the University of York’s
Centre for Women’s Studies. Her
friendly office is located in a residential
area of the city, and her desk is covered
in the tidy mounds of paper you might
expect in an ordinary job. Her work is
anything but. 

“It can be absolutely anything
from one day to the next,” says

Morrisons supermarket, just off the
Lawrence Street area where many stu-
dents live, but until I researched this
feature I had no idea of its existence.
The report cites flooding and environ-
mental pollution as two key problems
on the site, and Christine adds, “When
Morrisons was built a large brick wall
was erected. They said it was to protect
the Travellers from noise pollution. It
seems like they want to hide them away
and keep them in. Like all the sites,
again it’s overcrowded.”

Obscuring the Travellers from the
eyes of passers-by is a common prac-
tice. The site was purpose-built by the
council on an industrial estate, just a
little further down from The Raylor
Centre where you find car mechanics
and building firms. Perhaps as soon as
the authorities became aware of the
likelihood of increased traffic through
the area, they closed off the view of the
site from the outside, so no one would
feel endangered, or offended.

Nevertheless, given all I had been
told, the James Street site came as a
welcome surprise. The residents clearly
have good community spirit and live in
reasonable, if not ideal, conditions. A
few Travellers there partake in an
annual Race For Life for Cancer
Research UK. Much has been made by
locals of dogs roaming the site, barking
loudly, but in my time there for the
most part they just wandered politely
between the caravans. Initially, one res-
ident is a little suspicious of George’s
camera, believing him to be from the
York Press, but once assuaged we
passed through the site without bother.

Cally, a Traveller who has been on
the site for 15 years, welcomes us into
her caravan. It is spotless inside and
out; the windows are not even marked
by rainwater.

“Over the years living here has got-
ten better,” she says, “A lot of things are
getting done that weren’t years ago. I
enjoy it here, everybody just gets on.
We all live the same on here.”

Cally has been working part time
at the Travellers Trust, and Christine
beams as she says, “Cally’s a great moti-
vator. When we get people in for ses-
sions or do any training Cally encour-
ages people to get to the project and get
involved.”

As I say we should move on to the
Osbaldwick site, one Traveller laughs.
“It’s not like this site,” warns Christine. 

“Why?” I inquire, “Are the living
conditions a lot rougher?”

“More the people.” The Traveller
replies.

Christine clarifies: “The
Osbaldwick site is the worst site, defi-
nitely. It’s the location, the problems on
there, people are packed in to such a
small space and the conditions are
quite horrendous. I can’t believe
the local authority thinks it’s
acceptable for people to live in
these conditions. There’s been a
huge problem with fly tipping on
the site for years. It’s certainly been
there as long as I’ve been
around. Each pitch is
overcrowded. There are
at least two families liv-
ing on a pitch only
really designed for one
family.”

According to
Gary, Travellers on the
site are used to
police, media and
industrial intrusion at
random and frequent
intervals in their everyday
life.

“They’re very con-
cerned about the CCTV

cameras [erected by local businesses]
and living on an industrial estate. They
essentially have to live with their cur-
tains closed all the time because the
cameras point straight into their living
room.” One resident said that Keyline,
a supplier of timber and other materi-
als, had cameras able to distinguish
whether you were making a cup of tea
or coffee in your kitchen.

The site itself is hidden away at the
very end of a long stretch of dirt-road.
As I drove along, I asked George
whether we were going in the right
direction. Luckily, discernible in the
distance was a Traveller’s horse trotting
towards, eventually running through
some industrial gates. The road to the
site is paved with industrial litter and
general debris, and is said to be used as
a dumping ground by many Travellers
not residing in Osbaldwick. As we park
on the site, we see that waste gathers in
its every corner and the children - some
in school uniform, some not - merrily
negotiate their way around it. Much of
the ground is not concrete, but wet
mud, and the stench of horse manure
flies into the surrounding air.

George’s camera causes the locals
to erupt. They emerge from their cara-
vans, a few of them threatening to
smash it up. George quickly deletes
some of his photos, increasingly grate-
ful that he left his longer, flashier lens
in the car. After years of having their
police presence be accompanied by a
local reporter, they associate the media
with family members being taken away,
arrests, and with the discrimination
they suffer on a day-to-day basis.

The difficulty of Christine’s job is
all too clear. In these (and it is not a
stretch to say this) Third-World condi-
tions the Travellers are understandably
angry and confused. One female
Traveller says, “Cally’s only been to see
me about going on a reading course,” in
a tone that exasperates Christine. A
roadside family has a go at her over
their terrible predicament: they have a
small brick building, four caravans, and
a menagerie of dogs and horses on one
tiny pitch that isn’t even theirs.

As we leave a police car pulls in,
winds down the window, and talks to
the children who directed us out of the
site. Suddenly we catch the smallest
glimpse of the Travellers’ daily reality.
It is little wonder they treat outsiders
with such caution when everyone eyes
them with the same, perhaps even
greater suspicion.

That this abandonment has man-
aged to find its home in local policy,
and that this discrimination has
worked its way into the minds of the
local and national populace, without
any hope of remedy or betterment, is
nothing short of disgraceful. In the
longer term, strategies are needed
for better integration and
understanding, for improved
education and health. But short-
term provision is essential.
Christine tells me that the council

has been instructed to
provide more accommo-
dation in the form of
another site, a solu-
tion that would
relieve overcrowd-
ing problems. She
remains doubt-
ful: “The road-
side family we

just saw only want a
small space of their

own, and they’ve been
waiting four years.
Imagine how long it’ll
take for them to build
an entire site.” M

Top left: A trav-
eller’s horse
enters an
industrial site
near the
Osbaldwick
camp
Left: The camp
is used as a
dumping
ground
Right: Cally, a
traveller at the
James Street
site and part-
time worker at
York Travellers
Trust
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pen. I was riding the lovely wave of the
end of my career and endeavouring to
learn something new,” he reminded
himself.

McKenzie is a modest man. He
resisted the tempting impulse to
launch himself straight into proving
himself as a worthy director and artist.
Instead, he took the first six months, as
he described it, “to observe”.

Once he felt he had a solid
grounding in the way the company
worked, he decided to focus on consol-
idating and turning the artistic direc-
tion around. 

“I was trying to define my artistic
vision in that first decade, it was some-
thing that was formed by growing up
watching and being part of the ABT.”
He then set about eradicating the many
“sins of omission” as he described them,
whereby the classic ballets were being
forgotten from the year’s schedule. 

The impression I started to get by
this stage of the interview was that
McKenzie certainly isn’t that brooding
artist who can never quite articulate his
thoughts and aspirations; he is a real-
ist. He could get things done. 

McKenzie had learned quickly, he
knew how to “schedule the schedules”,
as he put it. His focus was very much
more about doing what he had to in
order to make the ABT amongst the
foremost companies in the USA.

“It’s about creating a sense of bal-
ance between the absurd ways of an
artistic institution and a business,” he
told me. There it was, the reason the
ABT was so successful and the reason
he got the job – he knew exactly what
the ABT needed.

“It was hard, everybody’s hungry,
sometimes you literally don’t know
where your next meal’s coming from.
Really, it was a case of priorities, every-
thing is important but one just has to
be very tenacious and very patient.
Companies with an artistic vision have
to run like a business. One has to be
very far reaching. You’ve got to plan
holistically.”

McKenzie’s focused attitude - his
reluctance to trim off the fat, in favour
for prioritizing and reshaping - meant
that the ABT didn’t lose its character
but became a rounded entity. It did
what it had to do to survive. 

However, McKenzie still worries,
even after 18 years. He knows it’s a dif-
ficult, shaky industry and he keeps
working: 

“When people came up to me at
the 60th anniversary of the ABT and
asked me, ‘What do you want now from

the ABT?’, I’d say that I’d like to know
where it’s going to be in 60 years,” he
says.

Despite his evident talent for busi-
ness, it is undeniable that McKenzie is
indeed an artist and a fervent lover of
the ballet. He knows what the company
embodies and he continues to see its
importance as an institution for ballet,
not just a corporation and an educa-
tional facility. 

“You’ve got to remember, its not
the American development theatre or
the American education theatre, it’s the
American ballet theatre.”

But he also understands where his
passion lies in the world. He knows

Sam Lawson talks to Kevin
McKenzie, Artistic Director of the
American Ballet Theatre, about bal-
let, its success and the part he
played in creating such a prestigious
institution. 

whole aim and angle of my piece
changed completely in those 45 min-
utes. 

As I sat listening to a man at a
desk in New York City, I realised that I
was receiving much more than I had
bargained for. I had wanted a brooding
artist, a passionate and self-indulgent
visionary to tell me what he believed in,
how his dark and ethereal momentary
obsessions were translated into dance,
and for him to tell me that this was the
only true medium of expression. But
the man I was patched through to did-
n’t sound like a reminiscent creative.
The man was passionate, for sure, but
he sounded like a businessman. And
that, I’ve come to see, is precisely the
point.

Although the ABT was somewhat
respected internationally when
McKenzie was appointed Artistic
Director in 1992, those involved in the
company still believed it had unfilled
potential. 

“The chairman let me know that
he had put me to the last of the list [of
interviewees] due to my youth, but the
ABT was in such bad shape at time that
everyone qualified didn’t want to touch
with a barge pole,” he says. 

“I thought it was way too big.” 
For McKenzie, the job was indeed

a huge one. 
By 1992, he had decided that it

was time for his tour as a succesful
principle dancer for the ABT to come to
an end. He planned to return to the
place he had trained as a dancer - the
Washington School of Ballet under his
tutor, the pioneering Mary Day. 

“I wanted to invest myself in new
choreography and I knew my future as
a performer was waning. Originally I
had wanted to choreograph for Mary
Day: it’s what I had expected to hap-

Ballet isn’t for everyone. In a world
characterised by haste and impa-
tience, the ballet’s hazy nuances

and its deftly disguised meanings
sometimes pass us by. Beyond this,
there has always been a stigma
attached to it; the feeling that it’s for an
older audience, an audience that is able
to afford and appreciate the luxury of
time. It just doesn’t appeal to many of
us, and for most it is not and will never
be a part of our lives. 

Be that as it may, we must note the
continuation and success of such a
niche market. In particular, the
American Ballet Theatre (ABT) does
more than just merely exist. Nowadays,
its home - the Metropolitan Opera
House, part of the famous Lincoln
Centre in New York City - is always
bustling and busy from the beginning
to the end of the season. People flock
from all continents to indulge in the
spectacle that the talented principle
dancers offer up. The ABT really is
everywhere, its tour taking it across the
world. 

This was not always so. From its
foundation in 1937, the almost com-
pletely privately funded company has
often struggled. Indeed, twice in its his-
tory the company has almost ceased to
exist. 

There has, however, been a change
in its fortune over the last 18 years. The
astounding popularity and continually
growing success of such an institution
can be attributed greatly to the changes
that have taken place within the com-
pany since the early 1990s. It is no
coincidence that this corresponds with
the introduction of the current Artistic
Director, Kevin McKenzie.

My interview with McKenzie in
many ways went terribly. I got nothing
like what I had expected. In fact, the

that it’s not a widely popular thing and
he treats it so. 

“One can’t please everyone, ours is
a subjective entity. For instance, I can
say that I don’t necessarily like that car,
but I have to say it’s well built,” he
explains to me.

It is this understanding which
McKenzie uses to keep the ballet going.
He has a vision for what the ballet
needs to do next. “Everyone has an
attention span of three minutes nowa-
days,” he explains. 

“The classics are always the stan-
dard of measure, but one has to create
new works to target the younger audi-
ence … they must develop an opinion
and grow up with it.”

I went on to ask McKenzie what
the ABT wished to give its audience. It
was at this point that I saw why he was
Artistic Director rather than Financial
Director. The man so adores his art and
his job. His sentences were flowing, he
assumed you knew what he was talking
about. Of course you did, but not
because you were on his level, you
could just hear it in his voice.

“What makes the company unique
is in the three words of its title.
American - it’s not meant in a patriotic
way, but because it’s an American
experiment. It’s so peculiar in its ener-
gy, and this comes from the exchange of
the many different styles of training.
Ballet is our language, but all of this
happens in the theatre,” he notes. 

“This is where the audience is so
important. We want to open up an
experience that is truly unique in this
world and you only get there by spend-
ing time … there is a process that you
have to go through.”

“I mean, everyone wants to go on
vacation to Aruba but to get there you
travel eight hours on a plane. It is the
process.”

“And what people need to realise is
that it’s sometimes the process that
makes it what it is. Getting there is part
of the fun. The theatre is there to
involve you. It’s there to time travel.” 

Kevin McKenzie loves and knows
his art. You get the feeling talking to
him that he wants to grow old with it,
just as he grew up with it - in what he
describes as “a bit of a Billy Elliot story.”
He knows what it needs, and he contin-
ues to nurture his art through the
medium of the American Ballet
Theatre.

Change to him is an exciting and
beautiful prospect. He understands the
importance of the classics but is also
willing to twist them in such a way that

they become more accessible to the
youth.  

“Everything is a reaction to the
time in which it lives; art is. The ABT
will remain consistent, founded as a
very eclectic repository of art and a cre-
ator of art. We are going to have rein-
vent ourselves as the world around us
changes,” he says with a clearly dis-
cernible tone of excitement in his voice.

He knows his audience now just as
well as he did as a dancer. “The reason
they keep coming?” he questions. “I
think it’s to create that expectation. It’s
akin to being in love. They believe us,
they believe in what we are presenting
to them and they believe in us.” M

The 
business-
man behind
the ballet

“The reason the audiences keep coming?
It’s akin to being in love. They believe us,
they believe in what we are presenting to
them and they believe in us.”



means you’re independent and have a
stronger sense of the self. If you have a
photo that’s more group-centric, it
means you’re interdependent. Men are
more likely to have a picture of them-
selves, whereas women tend towards
group shots.

“It’s interesting how much infor-
mation about ourselves we readily
make available on the internet. I sup-
pose if you take the line of thinking that
the study developed too far, those peo-
ple who have a Japanese cartoon char-
acter, or like a dog or something, are
androgynous?”

Most people perceive Facebook to
be dominated by young people. While
they still make up the largest group on
the site, there is a rising tide of usage
amongst older people. Last year, the
fastest growing demographic of new
users was the 55+ woman. Behind that
came people between 35-54.

With 2.5 billion photos uploaded
to the site every month, the site is an
increasingly dangerous minefield for
family relationships. “My dad thought

The internet can be dangerous.
Internet addiction in China was a
crime treatable by electrocution

and corporal punishment until last
year, when the death of a 15 year old
and critical public attitudes led to a
ban. Less than a year later, in South
Korea, a couple’s three-month old
daughter died due to starvation as her
parents became increasingly drawn
into their own internet addiction. In a
cruel and ironic twist, the parents were
playing a game that involved raising a
virtual child.

Distant and bizarre as these two
stories seem, they are not entirely irrel-
evant; a recent survey by the Leeds
University revealed 1.4% of partici-
pants were addicted to their use of the
internet. Nationally, access to the inter-
net is expanding, and overuse is
increasingly a danger. To what extent is
it defining our personal lives?

“Yeah, I did a report on this,” says
Amy, a 21 year-old Psychology student.
“We looked at Facebook profile pic-
tures. If you’re on your own in it, it

Addiction to communication
Are Blackberries and Facebook causing us to lose grip on reality? Ben Gascoyne and Liv

Evans look at our generation’s increasing reliance on virtual communication.

for a few months after we became
Facebook friends that I was gay,” says
Robert, a 19-year old PPE student. “He
believed me that I wasn’t when my girl-
friend visited at Christmas, but the
sight of me wearing a dress, stood next
to my housemate and holding a bottle of
wine ... it just wouldn’t happen in his
time. It was very awkward; he sees pret-
ty much everything I do at uni.”

It is also increasingly defining our
friendships, or at least our perceptions
of friendship. Adele, 16, explains. “I
became friends with someone in a dif-
ferent group to me at school, but no one
knew about it until he posted some-
thing on my Facebook. People actually
came up to me to ask about it. The fact
that I knew him changed their percep-
tions of me. But it changed the way I
acted around him. There was pressure,
when there hadn’t been before.”

It seems there’s a pressure to
uphold a certain image of yourself to
the watching world. “Whenever I go
out, I see people taking pictures on the
dancefloor, looking at them on their
camera and immediately screeching,
‘Profile picture!’”, says Hannah, 20, an
English and Drama student. “People
definitely take pictures just to put on
Facebook - it creates the image that you
actually have a life! It’s almost as if you
haven’t gone out if you can’t put the
proof online the next day.”

But why is this? Why do we feel the
need to prove such things to all our
acquaintances, most of whom we
wouldn’t consider close friends?

“There’s this mentality of ‘broad-
casting yourself ’,” says Frankie, 19, a
student at Southampton. “Some people
are worse than others, but it’s made it
normal to know everything about
everyone. Quite often I’m talking to
someone, and they mention something
which I’ve already seen on Facebook in
a status update or whatever. Do you
admit it or pretend not to know? It
makes you seem like a bit of a stalker,
even though they’ve put that informa-
tion out there themselves. It’s weird.”

Asking around, most people are
more than willing to share any embar-
rassing Facebook stories. Hannah
admits, “I once pulled someone on a
night out and he added me on Facebook
the next day. I saw he had a girlfriend,
which he conveniently hadn’t men-
tioned at the time! It definitely made
things awkward on our next meeting - I
think he did it to prove a point. I would-
n’t have known otherwise.”

Adele is concerned by the predom-
inance of information that is accessible
to almost anyone. “I removed my boss
as a friend because he kept mentioning
things he’d seen on my Wall when I was
at work, and I found it really uncom-
fortable. But then he noticed that I’d
deleted him, and it made things even
worse.

“I’m really worried about privacy
now. I do everything in the knowledge
that other people will read it, and won’t
do anything unless I know other people
will respond. I’m so aware that every-

thing is public. It has to be a conscious
decision not to tell everyone everything.
I don’t think it’s healthy.”

Our access to this new venue is not
exactly cheap either. “I’ve got a phone
contract I cannot afford. You know ...
Crackberry.” confesses Stephen, a 19-
year old Journalism student. “It cost me
about £200 for the phone at the time,
and I spend over £35 a month on the
bills. If I call abroad, or, somehow end
up going over the minutes it can often
come in around £40-45 or so. That’s too
much, but I feel like I need it. I didn’t
before, but since I got a phone that can
do Facebook and all that jazz I have no
real idea how I’d do without it. I basical-
ly live on it.”

Frankie admits to once having sent
72 texts in less than two days. “It’s a bit
of a status symbol sometimes - when
you see someone on their phone con-
stantly during a lecture when you
haven’t had any texts, it’s hard not to
feel a bit annoyed. It’s almost uncon-
sciously aspirational, I’d say.”

But there are bigger dangers to our
new digital existences than just dented
pride; while in years prior, unless two
people met or knew a few mutual
friends they were unlikely to have heard
of each other, the internet very publicly
displays our information to the world.

Millie, a Politics and Economics
student from London, shares her
unease with this relatively new phe-
nomenon: “A creepy story? I was in a
lecture once when I noticed some guy,
who I didn’t know at all, on a laptop in
front of me. He was browsing my
Facebook, with a fair attention to it as
well. Not a passing viewing either, it
was pretty intense stuff. I still have no
idea who he was.”

While relatively innocuous in this
sense, our ability to connect with people
who are, in reality, strangers does have
dangers. This month, Peter Chapman
was jailed for murder, and his seduction
and targeting of his 17-year old victim
was done entirely through online social
networking. It had allowed him access
to a wealth of individuals and the abili-
ty to construct an entirely false reality to
trick her into meeting him.

Our increasing reliance on the
internet comes with risks; while we are
relatively unlikely to be stalked and
killed, there are still darker sides to a
dependence on online interaction.
When the University of Leeds carried
out their study into internet overuse,
they saw that the 1.4%who were addict-
ed were more likely to suffer depression
as a result. Stephen agrees: “I suppose it
is kind of sad I can’t leave the house
without my phone”.

“There’s definitely too much focus
on communication nowadays,” says
Frankie. “I’m less likely to meet up with
someone if I’ve already heard all their
news on Facebook, even if I haven’t
actually spoken to them. Everyone
thinks they keep in contact, but it’s not
proper contact. It’s not actually real.”

*Names have been changed. M
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Western Europe is the least sym-
pathetic to a student bank bal-
ance, and it is inevitable that

accommodation rates will be twice the
price of those in the East. However, if
you really do want to spend time in
some of the main cities, it is a good idea
to bite the bullet and stay in a well-
located hostel, and then you can always
steer east for a break on your spending. 

MMaaddrriidd: Spain is a country of great
influence, and the capital city demon-
strates this grandeur by maintaining
historic landmarks such as the Royal
Palace of Madrid and the Teatro Real
within an ever-developing modern
infrastructure.

HHoosstteell:: Residencia Alvaro - five
minutes away from the Plaza Mayor. It
has a quiet homely feel, making it per-
fect as a base from which to explore the
city. It also has free internet, and a well-
equipped kitchen. Pop Hostel - located
in Malasana, the central point of the
music and clubbing scene in Madrid,
and not far from the Plaza Mayor
where you can explore the more histor-
ical attractions.

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss:: Madrid has a
celebrated selection of museums such
as Museo de Arte Reina Sofia, and El
Prado, exhibiting vast collections of tra-
ditional Spanish art ranging from 12th
century to 19th century. 

Try to find some of the quieter
tapas bars to test a few of the local cui-

sine, and some sangria. La Taperia is
great, as it is located in the city centre,
between the three main squares, but
falls under the tourist radar. To catch a
glimpse of some flamenco in a tradi-
tional Spanish setting, the Corral de la
Moreria restaurant offers a show dur-
ing your meal making for a spectacular
evening.

BBaarrcceelloonnaa:: the culture capital of
Spain. Home to the surreal architecture
of Antoni Gaudi, street markets, tapas,
and - as is necessary for a Spanish holi-
day destination - beaches.

HHoosstteellss:: Residencia Erasmus-
Gracia – nice rooms and good location:
near Gaudi's Parc Guell, and a route of
tapas bars. The staff, who spoke perfect
English, were excited to help point out
local gems. Centric Point - closer to the
centre of town, with two bars and a roof
terrace overlooking the city.

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss:: everything
Gaudi related: La Sagrada Familia and
Gaudi's Parc Guell were particular
highlights. Aside from tapas, try chur-
ros - a traditional Spanish dish of sug-
ary donuts dipped into rich hot choco-
late - they are delicious. 

Keep an eye out for pickpockets.
The main road and market, Las
Ramblas, that runs from the centre of
town to the beach is a notorious
hotspot for tourist muggings. The clos-
er to the beach you get, the more risk so
stay aware.

PPaarriiss:: stereotypically known as the
city of romance, the capital of France
has many expectations attached to it.

Amidst all the other tourists searching
for this ‘je ne sais quoi’, it feels impossi-
ble to find anything off the beaten
track, and it can seem like one big com-
mercial farce. However, these hidden
gems do exist, though masked by the
fast-paced city life, and once you find
them the stereotype is justified.

HHoosstteell:: Le Montclair Montmartre
– very friendly staff, a great atmosphere
and very good location as it’s directly
behind the Sacre Coeur. Peace and Love
hostel - a little scummy but with an
incredible atmosphere, and also a great
place to meet other travelers. 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn:: do the sight-
seeing. For culture, Le Palais de Tokyo
is a brilliant modern art gallery across
the river from the Eiffel Tower, and the
Shakespeare and Company bookshop,
on the Left Bank, has books stacked
from floor to ceiling, with beds among
the books for writers to come and stay.
Laduree (on the Champs d’Elysees), a
fairly expensive tea room, sells the best
maccaroons in Paris. 

The best place to spend an evening
is on top of the hill in front of the Sacre
Coeur where there is a little secluded
collection of streets which epitomises
the typical romantic Parisian atmos-
phere. You can get a pancake to hold
while you walk around watching vari-
ous artists and musicians. 

AAmmsstteerrddaamm:: as a result of the
notorious red light district, and the
legal coffee shops, it already has a
strong image of a haven in which to act
outside of the law. Beyond this under-

world, however, the city showcases the
best of Holland’s dynamic character. 

HHoosstteell:: due to popularity amongst
students, hostel prices are astronomi-
cal, and this was the only place we
found it necessary to book far in
advance. Cheaper hostels would have
freed up our wallets to enjoy the expen-
sive but brilliant culture of Amsterdam.
Stayokay Vondelpark – the staff were
friendly, the rooms colourful and
comfy, and the breakfast incredible.
www.amsterdamapartmentrental.com:
if you are in a large group making a def-
inite plan to start or end your trip in
Amsterdam, it is a good idea to book
one of the many available apartments.

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn:: eat herrings, a
local delicacy: there are stalls all over
the city with a Dutch flag. Pancakes are,
again, a speciality, and there are some
brilliant pancake houses (such as Sara’s
Pancake House, Raadhuisstraat. which
is great value for money). For a day out
go to the Vondelpark: aside from being
scenic, there is a giant 'Amsterdam'
statue that acts as constant amusement
to climb on. 

The Anne Frank house is more
than just a tourist attraction, and is an
essential stop for a profound, less ordi-
nary experience. Finally, the only way
to see and appreciate the city fully is to
hire bikes. However, cyclists in Holland
are clued-up; tourists are expected to
keep to their spot and be just as road
aware as trams, and cars. On the same
topic, never ever walk in the cycle path,
you will get run over. 

Travelling across Europe
Mia de Graaf and Hannah Ellis-Petersen discover the best way to do the 
continent on a shoe-string. 

The West
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Italy and Germany bridge the gapbetween the more costly west and
the inexpensive east. 
RRoommee:: arguably the most diverse

out of all European cities in terms of
the divide between the ancient and the
modern, Rome simultaneously remains
home to the Vatican and leads the
developing country. This city offers a
profound sense of Europe through the
ages.

HHoosstteell:: Happy Days Hostel - sec-
onds away from the Vatican which is
very useful in avoiding the queues.
Really fun and laid back place with
pretty good facilities. 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss:: the ‘Galleria
Nazionale D'Arte Moderna’ is fantastic
and is free if you say you study art. If
the idea of culture seems too over-
whelming in the extreme summer heat,
then spend the day in the Villa
Borghese park, taking a quick dip in
one of the many fresh spring pools dot-
ted around, to cool off. The organised
pub crawls from either the Spanish
Steps or the Colosseum are also a great
way to befriend fellow travellers staying
in different hostels.

FFlloorreennccee: beware, Florence is not
really student-budget-friendly but if
you wander off the beaten track into the
quieter back cobbled streets, you can
find a myriad of obscure shops; there's
quite a treasure hunt to be had.

HHoosstteell:: PlusHostel - complete
with swimming pool and roof terrace,
as well as having the great location of
being in the centre of the town. There is
a great atmosphere amongst the other
travellers, which acts as a good alterna-
tive to the slightly expensive nightlife. 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss:: food in
Florence also doesn't come cheap so it
was great to stumble across La
Casalinga on Via del Michelozzi.
Simple but delicious authentic Tuscan
dishes made a welcome change from
stale train sandwiches. While in
Florence, it is worth just wondering the
streets to fully appreciate the variety of
Renaissance architecture hidden
throughout the city - the Duomo and
Santa Maria Novella are definitely
worth having a look around. And, of
course, eat gelato: it's difficult to eat
anything else.

MMuunniicchh:: the capital of Bavaria, a
state in the south of Germany. The city
is known for having the strongest econ-
omy in Germany, and exquisite beer.
The city’s motto, "München mag Dich"
(Munich Loves You), reflects the
quaint, and wholesome feel of the city.

HHoosstteell:: The Tent – a big tent that’s
a 15 minute tram ride away from the
city centre. You can sleep in the bed
tent dormitory, rent a floor mat for the
floor tent dorm, or camp in the fields. It
has a festival feel to it, and a great
atmosphere between travellers. 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn:: The Englischer
Gartens, a beautiful park which has the
added attraction of a natural wave cur-
rent at the mouth of the stream that
runs through it. Then head over to the
beerhouses. Hofbrauhaus is one of
Munich's oldest breweries, and with a
lederhosen-clad brass band the experi-
ence is complete.

BBeerrlliinn:: in the aftermath of World
War Two, the capital city of Germany is
still still re-building its identity.
Consequently the overall culture is dis-
jointed, and unpolished, but an incred-
ible display of remorse and passion.

HHoosstteell:: 36 Rooms – the cheapest
hostel we found. At 8 Euros a night, in
the heart of Kreuzberg, next door to a
cheap but amazing falafel restaurant,

cheap bars, outdoor cinema, and vin-
tage shops it was perfect for seeing the
best of the city. BaxPax Hostel - a really
big hostel with excellent bar facilities.
Great for mingling with other travelers. 

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn:: do everything
you can. It’s a small city, and easy to
make your way through the best it has
to offer even during a short stay. For a
good perspective on the gradually
evolving state of the city as a result of
World War Two, go on any of the free
tours of Berlin. For culture, go to East
Side gallery: one mile of the Berlin wall
that was left standing, on which artists
have painted murals and political art-
work across the entire thing. The free
'Alternative Berlin' tour takes you
around the city to look at the way citi-
zens have reacted to the transition of
the city. If you have the time, visit
Sachsenhausen, the nearest concentra-
tion camp - a moving reminder of
Germany's recent history. For bars go to
'White Trash Fast Food' in Mitte, very
trendy with a hard rock feel, and 'Que
Pasa' in Kreuzberg, which does cheap
and brilliant cocktails. 

It’s impossible to sum up EasternEurope without generalizing it as
‘underdeveloped’. However, from a

western perspective, the culture shock
is severe: the porn supermarkets that
pop up on every corner amongst the
traditional street markets selling
Russian dolls appear incomprehensi-
ble. The different currencies, and lan-
guages in the east contrast with the
Euro and the Romantic languages of
the west, and place a clear divide
between the two.

PPrraagguuee:: it is now one of the most
frequented tourist cities in the world
since the fall of the Iron Curtain. There
is clear evidence of both a rich and a
troubled history, whilst also displaying
blatant taboos of western culture.

HHoosstteell:: HostelOne Prague - com-
plete with kitchen facilities and an
ensuite bathroom, it was a luxury as far
as hostels go. It also had a nightly bar-
beque for all the guests in the garden,
run by the very friendly owner.

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn:: it's great to just
walk around and see the difference
between new modern Prague, com-
pared with the old gothic-looking town.
The Old Jewish Cemetery, in the
Jewish quarter of Prague contrasts with
the bars in the centre of town. The five
story club is also an experience, partic-
ularly since they appear to have no age
limit on entrance.

BBuuddaappeesstt:: the capital of Hungary
is characterised by a blend of centuries
old culture and tradition fused with
more modernist architecture.

HHoosstteell:: HomePlus Hostel - it has a
warm and friendly atmosphere, situat-
ed right on the Danube river, in prime
location for heading either into the city
centre or over to the Royal Castle across
the river. The staff also speak very good
English and are enthusiastic to help.

RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss:: take a look
round the Statue Park, which has a col-
lection of statues from the Soviet peri-
od including life size models of Lenin,
Marx, and Engels. To eat, Fulemule,
hidden in Jozsefvaros, serves a menu of
traditional Hungarian and Jewish dish-
es in a rustic setting. Budapest's culture
is heavily influenced by the Turks after
their colonization of Hungary in the
1600s. Consequently, there are a vast
number of elaborate and opulent baths
that you can visit. The Rudas Baths in
particular is a brilliant display of the
medieval Turkish architecture. M

There are various kinds of tickets you can buy that can give you greater flexibility or time: 

The ‘ten in 22 days’ ticket allows you to be in Europe for 22 days, but you can only use international
transport on ten of those days, which are stamped off on your ticket. This is the same for the 'five in
ten days' ticket. Although this appears to limit your freedom, it can work very well. We found that we
wanted to stay for at least two days in each place, and didn’t even need ten travel days for all the places
we wanted to go to. The days aren’t set in stone: you can pick on what day and how far you travel. 

With night trains, if you leave after 20:00, only one day of travel is taken up on your ticket.

The unlimited passes (ranging from ‘15 days’ to ‘one month’) give you absolute autonomy over your trip
and work well for those who wish to make their way round all of Europe rather than exploring partic-
ular places.

TIPS:
Book your hostels in advance. Go to www.hostelworld.com, and at least set out a few bookings that can
shape your trip. It is easily accessible from internet cafes for you to book as you go, but this could hin-
der your enjoyment of each place as you worry about the next and can put a strain on your trip.

Ticket Information

The Middle

The East



There is a multitude of modernist artists
being shown currently in London. Both
Henry Moore and Paul Nash, two of

the most prolific 20th century British artists,
are enjoying major retrospectives at the
Dulwich picture gallery and Tate Britain

respectively. Tate Britain’s contemporary
counterpart Tate Modern is also revisiting
the modernist era, with Arshile Gorky and a
major exhibition of Theo Van Doesburg and
the early avant-garde.

Armenian born Arshile Gorky’s work is

being celebrated by Tate Modern in a solo
show, dedicated to his work from the 1920s
up until his untimely death in 1948. A pio-
neer of surrealism and then abstract expres-
sionism, Gorky was once praised by the infa-
mous critic Clement Greenburg as “among
the very few contemporary American
painters whose work is of more than nation-
al importance”. His career started tentatively
with still lives that ostentatiously mimicked

the work of Cezanne and Picasso, and the
exhibition follows his artistic development
ranging from his earthy coloured smooth
paintings - typical of the 1920s period -
through to a freer more biomorphic abstrac-
tion. His paint becomes steadily thicker,
more encrusted, which rendered the canvas-
es too heavy for his 19 year old wife to lift.
Next come the haunting self-portraits with
his mother, that can be seen to serve as a
memorial to the genocide that occurred in
1915 Armenia, as a result of which his moth-
er starved to death.

The exhibition closes with his last
works, extremely personal pieces with kalei-
doscope chromatic structures. My personal
favourite works are the sketched drawings
created in Virginia. In 1948, he suffered a
number of significant blows, including
breaking his neck rendering him unable to
paint, before he tragically took his life.

Moore’s retrospective is being held deep
at the heart of Tate Britain, in the Linbury
galleries. Rather than theMoore of parks and
public squares, Curator Chris Stevens aims to
present a different side to the celebrated

sculptor. The exhibition chronologically
showcases Moore’s most radical and experi-
mental works across several themed rooms.
In the Mother and Child room, painted
according to the curator in ‘blood’ purple,
Stevens explores an altogether different kind
of mother from the benign mothers of his
family groups and reflected in his reclining
figures. Moore’s mothers, seen in this new
light, appear almost agressive, physically
holding their children at arms length.

In a view of sculpture, Henry Moore
praised the modern development of commu-
nication for “removing the Greek spectacles
from the eyes of the modern sculptor”, help-
ing him to realise the significance of shape
and to “recognise again the importance of
material”. In our era of mass communication,
it is perhaps Tate we should thank for the
revaluation of these modernist works and
chance of hindsight which has allowed them
once again to be recognised for the unequiv-
ocal masterpieces they truly are. A visit to
one of these shows is essential for a strong
foundation in the eternally important and
the unforgettable in modernist art.
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Laura Connor talks to ceramicist Eve Bennett about her Bird in the Hand exhibition. 
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Arts.

York Art Gallery’s latest Special
Exhibition, ‘Bird in the Hand’, show-
cases an unusual concept: the com-

memoration of the dead and simultaneous
celebration of the living through the medium
of ceramics. 

Eve Bennett, the ceramicist behind the
range of objects displayed in the exhibition,
which intends to illustrate the relationship
we have with birds, says that the clay birds
“act as a commemoration of the memories I
have of my mother who passed away whilst
[I was] at university. I have found the last
few years to be a particularly poignant time,
and this has been reflected throughout my
studies.” 

Bennett’s exhibition dramatically tells
the tale of the time when her mother inad-
vertently killed her uncle’s birds by leaving
the gas stove on. 

Despite the tragic aspects which are
instrumental to her work, Bennett recognis-
es the element of humour used to create a
nostalgic, bittersweet discourse amongst her
sombre overtures: “I don’t wish my work to
be morbid or contrived, yet at the same time
it is a very touching story which I hope a lot
of people can connect with.” 

Bennett confesses her “real love” of
ceramics; she sees this inclination as devel-
oping “the expressive and energetic nature”
of working with such a versatile medium. 

She continues: “I chose to work with
paper clay mixed with porcelain. This rein-
forced the clay and made it more durable,
and better for stretching, tearing and twist-
ing. Although it seemed difficult to work at
first, I soon found that I could perfect the
consistency by adjusting the formula.” 

She pithily asserts that she found the

“benefits to be amazing”.
She adds: “I also tend to stick to a very

muted palette in order to communicate the
sudden death of the birds.”  

Taking inspiration from museum
archives, private collections and craft practi-
tioners, Bennett finds that her “ability to be
creative is affected by external influences and
my environment. I therefore seek inspiration
during my design and development stages…
I seek out work that represents social history
or personal stories, as these things motivate
me.” 

She can prioritise one particularly over-
whelming influence, however: “My all time
favourite is Eric James Mellon… Mellon’s
sympathetic use of watercolours and the way
he translates  this onto the ceramic surface
with his ash glazes is interesting… I am par-
ticularly interested in the way he draws

directly onto ceramics, which he gives the
term ‘Free Fall’.” She sees this style as one she
aspires to emulate; but Bennett maintains: “I
must stay true to my own passions.”

Whilst Bennett’s fascination with
ceramics is fundamental to the narrative of
her work, she remains dubious about how
the use of paper clay, and the themes she
attempts to represent through the medium,
is received by her audience.

“I get very mixed reactions,” she admits,
“I enjoy listening and watching people’s
bemusement as they approach my work… I
like the element of surprise [and the change]
from utter horror to laughter as the story
unfolds.” 

Despite the bemusement she may evoke
in her viewers, Bennett still continues to
assert that she hopes “to connect with the
viewer in order to celebrate my mother and
father.”

Inevitably, in completing her work
Bennett feels that she has taken a personal
journey through her own memories and fam-
ily stories: “The subject matter I have chosen
to represent has at times caused strong emo-
tions and I have found the whole process
somewhat cathartic.” 

Thus, to what extent is her work mainly
biographical? 

She acknowledges that “each body of
work is based around a different group of
family orientated memories” which focused
on the relationships she has had with respec-
tive family members.

Bennett still sees this intensely biogra-
phical influence as an active component in
communicating with her viewers: “This gives
the viewer a brief insight into the love and
affection my family has instilled in me, while
also allowing them to create their own mem-
ories based around the pieces themselves.”

Bennett concludes on a pensive note,
believing that her “memories will fade and
distort as time passes”. However, her atypical
artistic direction serves a greater, more eter-
nal purpose for her: 

“My ceramics will remain unchanged.
They will serve as a lasting impression of my
family for many years to come.”

LowennaWaters

Photographs courtesy of Paul Reed and Eve
Bennett.

“The exhibition chrono-
logically showcases
Moore’s most experi-
mental works   ”



If you have not already had
chance to visit Tate Modern’s
latest exhibition, the time is
now. ‘Constructing a New
World’, this showcases the
work of a Dutch pioneer of
the De Stijl movement, Theo
van Doesburg, as well as an
extensive collection of 20th
century avant garde art. Co-
curated by York fellow,
Michael White, of the
History of Art department,
the show boasts over 350
pieces, many of which have
never before been exhibited
in the UK. Featured artists
include figures as influential
as Constantin Brancusi,
László Moholy-Nagy, Piet

Mondrian and Francis
Picabia, but it is the star of
the show, Van Doesburg,
described as ‘the coolest cat
in 20th century art,’ who
steals it.

‘Constructing a New
World’ runs at Tate Modern
London, until 16 May.

Don’t miss the York
Settlement Players’ perform-
ance of Anton Chekhov’s
Three Sisters, at the Theatre
Royal this week. At the dawn
of a new era, three sisters are
exiled to a provincial back-
water long to return to
Moscow and its vibrant cul-
ture. But as time passes,
dreams fade, and the mean-
ing they so desperately seek
slips away. Directed by

Helen Wilson, following
Michael Frayn’s interpreta-
tion, the play runs until 20
March.

Until 11 April, the
Underground Gallery at the
Yorkshire Sculpture Park,
will be home to an awe -
inspiring exhibition of works
by Sculptor Peter Randall-
Page. The show explores the
artist's fascination with the
complex relationship between

geometry and biology: the
patterns and sequences vital
to the emergence of life.
Randall-Page carves striking
patterns on the surfaces of
found glacial boulders and
sourced stone such as mar-
ble, granite and Kilkenny
limestones.

The show consists of

around 100 works across
four rooms extending out-
doors into the park itself.

Sheffield’s Graves Gallery
celebrates the life of photog-
rapher Robert
Mapplethorpe this month
with a retrospective of his
works from the 1970s and
1980s.
Works include career-span-
ning self portraits and iconic
photographs of Andy
Warhol, Truman Capote and
Ma r i a n n e F a i t h f u l l .

Mapplethorpe produced
some of the most striking
images of the late 20th cen-
tury, garnering fame and
notoriety in equal measure
for the often controversial
nature of his photographs.
The Gallery welcomes spe-
cial guest Patti Smith for a
musical performance on 23
March to coincide with the
release of her biography ‘Just
Kids’ documenting her
youth spent with
Mapplethorpe.

The exhibition is free
and remains on display until
27 March.

Peter Randall-Page

In light of the release of Tim Burton’s
creepy interpretation of Alice in
Wonderland, 2010 seems set to be the

year of twisted fairytales.
The theme has even infiltrated the

world of fine art, with the recent success of
Northern Arts Prize Nominee Rachel
Goodyear. Goodyear’s works are, at first
glance, both charming and childish, yet on
closer inspection, there appears to be some-
thing rather sinister at work.

Goodyear picks up on centuries’ old
“cautionary tales, tales that involve a lot of
brutality”, which she claims “have all been
censored out over the years.” Her illustra-
tions reference the grisly tales of the Brothers
Grimm, not the Hollywood glamour of
Disney, bringing these stories to the atten-
tion of a modern and decidedly adult audi-
ence.

Goodyear has become increasingly pop-
ular over the past 12 months, becoming well
known for her unusual drawings. Earlier this

year, she featured in the group exhibition
‘Unheimlic’ at the Nunnery, London. The
title literally translates as unholy, a reference
to Freud’s notion of the uncanny, a phenom-
enon in which repressed childhood feelings
resurface, causing the familiar to unexpect-
edly appear somewhat distant. In many
ways, we might best describe Goodyear’s
drawings as uncanny. Her habit of taking a
familiar childhood topic, and removing what
can only be termed as the ‘Disney-spin’,
allows us to see it for the fairytale was
designed be: a sinsiter warning about what
happens to naughty children who disobey
the rules of society.

There is something almost subversive
about Goodyear’s practise, particularly in the
stark contrast between her delicate style and
questionable subject matter. Although she
maintains that this is not an artistic concern
for her, she admits freely: ‘the content matter
of [my] work is such a precarious balance
between something playful and something

quite sadistic” explaining “in the combina-
tions of the girl figure and the animals, the
relationships could be quite innocent or they
could be transgressive and slipping more
into a feral or bestial kind of nature”.

This careful selection and juxtaposition
of contradictory content and method is
intrinsic to the work’s reception. “The way
they are drawn in that small scale intricate
way is what is very important for drawing the
viewer in,” says Goodyear. “Once you’re up
close and personal and being intimate with
them - that’s when you sense something
quite macabre; something not quite right.
It’s part of the whole process”.

Goodyear is clearly fascinated with test-
ing the boundaries of drawing as a creative
medium and in her words, “subverting what
a drawing could be till you look at it”.
Goodyear took part in the show ‘The
Intertwining Line’ back in 2008, exploring
just this; drawing as a subversive art form.

“It was about exploring the process of
drawing and subverting the notion of draw-
ing, how drawing on paper relates to some-
thing more filmic or something more ani-
mated,” describes Goodyear, “[creating] a
static image which still has a sense of move-
ment.” To a large extent, this is what she, her-
self both aims to do and achieves through her
art.

Although technically a mixed media
piece, Rat King, recently on display at Leeds
City Art Gallery (right), is “an investigation
into what happens when a drawing starts to
slip off the paper and starts to invade your
(real) space”.

Reminiscent of Cornelia Parker’s
Breathless installation at the V&A or an
image found inside a zoetrope, Rat King is an
almost 3D drawing. Despite being exhibited
flat on an illuminated plinth, there is a defi-
nite sculptural aspect to the piece. “The
sense of space on paper is very much imag-
ined space,” says Goodyear. “A white bleak
atmosphere, a void, a blank canvas to image
some environment onto.”

Though she is recognised for her draw-
ings, Goodyear has worked in all different
types of media during her career as a visual
artist. Before breaking into the big time
Goodyear would create spontaneous sketch-
es and paintings during her 9 to 5
lunchtimes, converting coffee stains on the
backs of paper bags into pictures and scrawl-
ing on receipts.

“I originally started with the receipts
and stamps – a lot of those were being made
whilst I was working. I had a few jobs - I was
a cinema usher and worked in a book shop,
using the paper bags as my sketch books,
drawing whilst I was having coffee on my
breaks. They kind of played this huge role in
my work in a way because they fit into my
life. I’ve not rejected that way of working but
I’m careful not to back myself into a corner
where I was only known for making draw-
ings on receipts or these little ephemeral bit
of paper. It’s still part of my work and I still
work in that way.”

Later this year, Goodyear will be leaving
behind her urban lifestyle to take up residen-
cy in the Canadian Rockies. “I will have a
chance to explore a new environment, and to
get close to some wildlife - elk, wolves, coy-
otes, maybe some bears, or maybe not quite
so close to them!” she laughs.

Rachel Goodyear will be opening a solo
show of her latest works at the Pippy
Houldsworth Gallery, London, next autumn.
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Arts in depth

Beth Walton speaks to artist Rachel Goodyear about her fairytale inspired work. 

Three Sisters

Constructing a new
world Johnston:
Drawing a shadow

Left: ‘Bear kiss’. Right: ‘Rat King’. Both by
Rachel Goodyear, copyright; the artist. 

Robert
Mapplethorpe

From Left: Three sisters
rehersals, copyright; Mike
Oakes. ‘Fructus Corpus’ and
‘in mind of monk’ both by
Peter Randall-Page, copy-
right; YSP/Jonty Wilde. 
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This edition’s round-up of fresh musical
cream shall focus on the noisier underside of
the UK indie scene. Those who like their
music squeaky clean and fuzz-free, posing
with a happy haircut and a smile on the front
cover of NME - look away now. The following
bands may well puke on your dad and bum
your sister. 

First up are MMaallee BBoonnddiinngg, hailing from
Dalston, London. Recently signed to leg-
endary label Sub Pop  (who once signed a lit-
tle band called Nirvana) they play an awe-
some style of slacker indie that sounds like
it’s been bleached by too much time at the
beach. Drawly tunes like ‘Year’s Not Long’
bring to mind the soundtrack of a lost drug-
gy summer running around seaside carni-
vals. What’s great is the balance between
light and dark in the songs, as fuzzy pop is
balanced nicely with unpleasant undercur-
rent. Poppy Beach Boys/Wipers moments
clash with 80s noise rock influences like
Flipper. With a GG Allin cover under their
belts, they’re also clearly sickos.

If the Ting Tings discovered crack and

good music they might end up sounding like
Hackney duo CCoommaanneecchhii. They unleash
sweet and sexy girl vocals with low-slung
bass pounding and post-punk guitar. They’ve
released ‘jizz coloured’ vinyl on Merok
Records, and supported the wonderful Yeah
Yeah Yeahs (in fact singer/drummer Akiko
kind of resembles a mini Karen O) as well as
the inimitable Gossip. They’ve also shared a
stage with cult heroes Coachwhips, resulting
in a strange gigography straddling both pop
and art crowds. Songs (with names like ‘My
Pussy’) range pleasantly from poppy punk
nuggets to sludgy riff bastards, always
thrashing and raging in an extremely listen-
able and energizing way. Live performances
are also super-hyper trash fashion ridicu-
lousness: guitarist Simon lost beneath a wall
of fringe, Akika sometimes clad in nothing
but nipple tassles. This band makes me want
to down 16 packets of sherbet and repeatedly
hit my head against the wall. In a good way.

Getting a bit more obscure, BBlloooodd CCrriippss
inhabit the bright lights of Leeds and play
cool fuzzy punk which is preposterously awe-

some for a completely ignored band. They
haven’t been around for long but sound like a
drowsy, Neanderthal power-pop band
thrashing in a bedroom. This might sound
shit but when the songs are as catchy, imme-
diate and well-written as ‘Sugar’ the lo-fi
adds to the charm and, like The
Replacements before them, they conjure the
spirit of 70s rock through indie means. They
also have a fucking badass name; let’s hope
they don’t get ‘murked’ before they can rock
the party a good few times.

Finally, RRuunn,, WWaallkk! have released one
little EP but have been snapped up on Holy
Roar Records and are infusing pleasing
amounts of noise and rawk to modern indie.
They may look like a couple of mild-man-
nered chaps but their Lightning Bolt-meets-
Death From Above 1979 sound is a face melt-
ing yet strangely cohesive buzz. Super-heavy
noise rock is rarely danceable but this some-
how manages to be. Catch them as soon as
you can - if all is right with the world, they
won’t hide away long.

Tom Killingbeck

Estella Adeyeri interviews electronic indie dancefloor shakers Passion Pit.

Music.

Future Sounds

Three years ago, college student
Michael Angelakos recorded a
couple of songs on his laptop as a

Valentine’s gift for his girlfriend.
As this home-made EP casually

changed a few hands, the DIY electro-
pop tracks soon began to generate
some major hype, at first through word
of mouth and then the blogosphere. 

After seeing Angelakos play a local
gig with just his trusty laptop for com-
pany, guitarist Ian Hultquist
approached him and asked if he want-
ed to perform his songs with a real
band. With the addition of a synthesiz-
er, a bass guitar and drums, the band
known as Passion Pit was born. 

Four of Angelakos’ original tracks
were included in Passion Pit’s debut

EP, Chunk of Change, released in 2008.
But the band soon got to work on

writing and recording material for
their first full-length record, Manners –
a project Hultquist describes as quite a
turning point for the group: “With
Manners we were really focused on
making a solid record that had a begin-
ning, middle and an end. We also
focused on grounding ourselves, and
actually showing people what the
Passion Pit voice was, because this
band didn’t really have an identity yet.
Chunk of Change was out there, but
everyone thought we were trying to be
Hot Chip, or MGMT, or God knows
what. So Manners was our opportunity
to really prove ourselves, to show that
this is what we’re trying to do.” 

Under pressure to produce some-
thing immune to obvious band com-
parisons, Passion Pit worked hard to
flesh out their own unique sound – and
their efforts didn’t go unrewarded.
Manners was released in May last year
and received some serious acclaim, as
well as finding favour in many ‘Best
Album of 2009’ lists. 

The album mixes feel-good synth-
pop with heady electronica, all sup-
ported by the distinctive vocals of
Michael Angelakos. As Hultquist says,
“for the Passion Pit sound, a lot of it
goes back to the Beatles and the Beach
Boys, stuff like that. It’s kind of mixing
timeless pop music with contemporary
dance music.” 

Highlights from the album include
the playful ‘Little Secrets’ complete
with a children’s choir, and the fan-
favourite ‘Sleepyhead’, whose wide-
spread use on TV (in everything from
‘Top Gear’ to ‘Skins’) helped to give the
band even more exposure.  

The release of Manners was
accompanied by a gruelling tour sched-
ule, where Passion Pit faced the intimi-
dating task of translating their songs
from the studio setting into a live
atmosphere, without sacrificing any of
the surreal quality about them. 

Hultquist says, “It’s definitely
taken some time to work it out. There’s
such a big sound on the record, and we
almost didn’t realise it at first. We did
live rehearsals for like a month before
Manners came out, but I honestly don’t
think it was until this January that the
songs started sounding like they were
supposed to.” 

Luckily for us, Passion Pit are
bringing their newly polished perform-
ances to our British shores this month,
playing in most of the major cities.

“I think we’ve really grown since
the last time we were in the UK, so it’s
gonna be good for us, and good for you
guys to see who we are now.” Passion
Pit played a number of UK festivals last
year, including Glastonbury, which
gave them the opportunity to meet a
certain musical legend. 

“We met Bruce Springsteen at
Glastonbury… I think that kinda reigns
over anyone else! He performed a song
with the Gaslight Anthem, who were
playing on stage before us.”

“So, we were kinda standing
around in the dressing room when he
walked by, and Jeff – our bassist, who’s
actually from the same place in New
Jersey as Bruce is – he waved him over,
and he talked to us for a little bit, it was
really nice. And then he actually came
and watched us on stage for a couple
songs – that was pretty surreal!” 

Does this mean that Springsteen is
now a Passion Pit fan? Well we didn’t
really see him after the show, but Jeff –

and I still don’t really believe him but
he told me it’s true – Jeff says he saw
him in an Urban Outfitters about a
month ago, and yeah I think he’s a   
Passion Pit fan.” So with a successful
EP and an album under their belts,
fans (including me) are already impa-
tient for new material from the band. 

But according to Hultquist, we’ll
be waiting for it for some time: “We’re
touring so much that the thought of
even sitting down and starting to write
hasn’t even come up yet, so I don’t
know when it would happen. I’d like to
hope that maybe next year we’ll have a
new one out, but I really don’t know.”

One thing you might hear more of
from Passion Pit though are remixes.
“We’re always looking for more. For a
lot of them Nate [Donmoyer, drums]
has done most of it. The Yeah Yeah
Yeahs one was me and Nate, and I actu-
ally just did one for Shout Out Loud
that just got released.”

“We’re always looking for remixes,
it’s kinda just a nice escape on the
road…you get to just work on some-
thing and not really have to think about
anything else for a little while.” 

Above: 
Passion Pit
relax at
home

“It goes back to the
Beatles and the
Beach Boys”
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Above: Akika from Comanech



Heading out on a DJ tour,
after being in such a suc-
cessful band like

Metronomy, can be both a blessing
and a curse. Anyone who’s shared
much love for the electro-pop bril-
liance of 2007’s Nights Out will
have undoubtedly been itching to
hear anything now that band have
gone quiet, recording their follow-
up. Naturally promoters see the
obvious benefit of pointing this out
and hence the curse of being forev-
er known as ‘that guy’ from
Metronomy.

Olugbenga Adelekan is that
guy from Metronomy, or more
specifically, that guy who plays bass
guitar. He joined the line-up in
2009 after Gabriel Stebbing, previ-
ous bassist, left to work with his
own band. Does all this
Metronomy branding leave him
feeling slightly used? “Oh no, not at
all. If anything, it’s the other way
round. Although when people book
me, I try to make it clear that it’s
just me that’s going to be there.”
With the new album reaching com-
pletion, Olugbenga has taken the
opportunity to do a short stop DJ
tour with appearances in London,
Norwich, Leeds, Manchester and
York’s own Fibbers. As a bassist,
and also a singer for previous band
Akira, DJing for Olugbenga has
been something of a new territory.
“I've been around people making
electronic music pretty much since
I moved to London in 2005 and it's
something I've listened to since I

was a lot younger, so learning how
to DJ and do mixes was always
something I was interested in. But
I always played in a bunch of
bands, so never really had the time.
Now I just play in one band, and
we had this big break from touring.
So while we were on our last big
tour October last year, I started
teaching myself how to use Ableton
Live.”

Since then Olugbenga has
posted a number of mixtapes on his
blog, all of which are mash-ups,
with samples meticulously cut
from everywhere to some of the

most bizarre combinations. “I
regard the 'live' DJ thing as a bit
separate from what I'm doing with
the mixtapes. People have a differ-
ent head on when they go out. They
want to hear things they recognise
and I think the best DJs are the
most generous ones. It's arrogant
just to play things you think people
should hear, to try and educate
people or show them how knowl-
edgeable you are. Maybe that's why
Girl Talk is my favourite party DJ.
And that's why my mix from
Fibbers doesn't have any African
music on it. I think the live sets will

always be quite light on the ‘mis-
sionary’ side of things.” His latest
mixtape ‘The ‘G’ is silent’ features a
Christian rock intro over
Timbaland produced beats and
even a sample of Mr Eko of ‘Lost’
reading the bible. “That sample
was a joke about what people think
of as being Nigerian. I didn't actu-
ally listen to any Nigerian music
when I was growing up.My parents
and family are Christians (I was,
but no longer am) and they prac-
tice their religion with a particular-
ly African fervour, one manifesta-
tion of which is the fact that they
do not listen to non-Christian
music.”

One thing that most of the
mixes share though, is an
unashamedly self-referential sam-
ple of Olugbenga’s name, which he
has chosen to keep as his DJ
moniker. Having grown-up in
Nigeria, I asked whether this was a
way of reasserting his identity.
“Yeah, completely. I think that peo-
ple who have African heritage
aren't really very visible in the
mainstream. I didn't listen to any
Nigerian music when I was grow-
ing up. Kids growing up in Nigeria
pretty much all dream about being
able to move to Europe or North
America, with the US probably top
on the list and the UK coming sec-
ond. So my friends and I listened to
American hip-hop and R&B.
‘Thriller’ and ‘Bad’ were the sound-
track to more kids' birthday parties
than I can remember. Then when I

was about 13, one of my uncles
played a Fela Kuti tape in the car
and my ears pricked up. I was
mainly into gospel music then, but
I did think ‘Ooh, what's this?’”

World music is one of those
genres, that when mentioned, usu-
ally results at best with a vacant
expression from most people.
Olugbenga recently addressed this
alienation in an article on the
Drowned in Sound zine expressing
his wish for people in the West to
become more familiar with
Nigerian and other African musi-
cians. “Something people haven't
heard enough of is African artists
who aren't doing ‘world music’. I
think this is an aspect of what I
have to ‘say’ or add to the musical
conversation. And, being Nigerian,
it’s something close to my heart.”
Having previously worked on the
for PR for the BBC Radio 3 world
music awards, it’s understandable
that Olugbenga feels exposure is
the problem. “I’m lost for words
that Mark Thompson [BBC
Director-General] can with a
straight face close so diverse and
unique radio stations like 6Music
and the Asian networks, but con-
tinue paying ridiculous amounts
for presenters like Chris Moyles
who is replaceable by any commer-
cial radio station.”

With the proposed closure of
more diverse radio stations like
6Music and the Asian Networks, it
seems like any voice for world
music is in danger of being gagged.
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MMaacchhoo MMeellooddiieess
Adam Bychawski

With last week’s Mother’s Day playlist
leaving us feeling a bit fragile and
slight confused by its Oedipal under-
tones, this super macho manly
playlist is undoubtedly the cure.

II PPuunncchheedd aa LLiioonn iinn tthhee TThhrrooaatt ––
PPuulllleedd AAppaarrtt BByy HHoorrsseess 
What could be more macho that giv-
ing Mother Nature a punch in the
face?

NNoo PPuussssyy BBlluueess –– GGrriinnddeerrmmaann
Less a Blues song and more the
shouting of very, very frustrated man. 

SSttaarrvviinngg iinn tthhee BBeellllyy ooff aa WWhhaallee ––
TToomm WWaaiittss
Just listen to that voice and don’t tell
that isn’t the voice of a real man.

MMoottoowwnn -- HHaarrvveeyy MMiillkk
Yeah, I know it’s called Motown, but it
has a kick-ass manly riff.   

EEyyee ooff tthhee TTiiggeerr -- SSuurrvviivvoorr
Cheesy, maybe, but if it’s good enough
for Rocky, it’s good enough for you. 

IInn tthhee NNaavvyy –– VViillllaaggee PPeeooppllee
If all else fails, join the navy - always a
manly haven.

Nouse PlaylistReviews
ARTIST: 30 SECONDS TO MARS

DATE: 8 FEBRUARY

VENUE:  MANCHESTER 

EVENING NEWS ARENA

REVIEW:  MATTHEW EDGAR
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30 Seconds to Mars came on in a
blaze of glory. Their introduction,
‘Escape’, ended in the audience
screaming “This is WAR!” before
kicking into ‘Night of the Hunter’,
also one of their new songs from
their third studio album This Is
War. The audience was ecstatic,
and rightly so. 

Singer Jared, despite having
a sore throat, unleashed his pri-
mal screams upon the audience
with an unrelenting fury, whilst
sporting an equally furious new
haircut. Guitarist Tomo, model-
ling a beautiful sieve-type helmet
for some of the set, was as tight as
ever with his riffs and beautifully
executed the fans’ favourites.
Drummer Shannon was truly the
master of his kit, enjoying every
minute of his reception.

‘This Is War’ itself, the song
to which the album was named
after, was dedicated to the fans,
the followers who have stood by
the band since the beginning, and
judging from the screams that fol-
lowed; that was a big dedication.

‘Capricorn’ and ‘The Kill’ were
performed by Jared on an
acoustic guitar up in the stands
before he rejoined his comrades
on a small stage halfway down the
stadium to blast out ‘The Fantasy’.
30 Seconds to Mars had the
crowd singing, chanting, laughing
and even crying. 

They were not only the
entertainment, they were the
commanders of their army, and
their followers were with them
every step of the way. 

To use the phrase “in their
element” would do this band a
great injustice; they brought their
fury, their anguish, their joy and
their laughter to Manchester. 

30 Seconds to Mars issued
their call to arms against their
critics, against those that would
stop them from doing what they
love. 

Jared, Shannon, and Tomo
gave their declaration for war.
Will you join them? On Saturday
20th February 2010, 11,000 avid
fans screamed a resounding “yes”.

Block rocking beats

ARTIST:  BO NINGEN

DATE:   1 MARCH

VENUE: LEEDS NATION OF

SHOPKEEPERS

REVIEW: TOM KILLINGBECK
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Free gigs don’t come along often,
especially when the gig concerned
is a face-off between two of the
most exciting bands to emerge
from the depths of the London
underground in some time.
Hitting the stage first in this co-
headline tour are Invasion, a robe
wearing soul-metal trio who dis-
tribute liberal grooves and tales of
wizards with consummate
panache. Their musical hotpot is
as mad as a self-harming beaver,
and the indie-looking crowd are
surprisingly enamoured by their
sexed-up ‘Dungeons & Dragons’
musical roleplay. An audible ‘wow’
is emitted when drummer Zel
whips off her t-shirt and sets the
drums alight. This ain’t a Kooks
gig, kids. She plays with a crazed
look in her eye that suggests she is
possessed by either Animal from
the Muppets or Keith Moon him-
self. The set is short but sweet, the
hushed aftershock following it a
fitting response.

Bo Ningen are probably the
best live band you’ll see in 2010,

unless the 1972 line-up of The
Stooges rise from the grave.
Armed with giant flares, 80s jog-
ging gear and hair down to their
knees they unleash a psych-kraut-
doom atom bomb on Leeds.
Radioactive riffs mix with desper-
ate punk vocals as the whole room
is suddenly transported to an
eccentric Japanese psychedelic
wonderland. Guitar poses that
combine Hendrix playing-with-
your-mouth madness with Van
Halen fret humping and Who-
style drumkit destruction hint
that we’ve gone back in time to a
musical land, where no-one gave a
flying fuck about onstage decency.

As yet another crazy guitar
move results in an androgynous
Japanese man landing at my feet,
my heart swells with the knowl-
edge that British music is again
mad as batshit. In a world where
music is now a precious commod-
ity, these bands play for pure mad
love. Despite my booze fund cur-
rently running dangerously low, I
almost feel guilty not paying.

Adam Bychawski catches up with Olugbenga from Metronomy on his DJ tour.
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There’s something exhilarating
about hearing a Danny Elfman
score rise up as the opening
credits of a Tim Burton film
begin. You know that magic and
menace are on the cards, and
that we’re in the hands of a gift-
ed filmmaker, whose distinctive
imagination will be fleshed out
by a group of trustworthy collab-
orators. The disappointment felt
by some audiences of his adapta-
tions is usually elicited due to
pre-existing expectations of what
a classic story is supposed to be
like. When Burton tackles a
book, musical or superhero fran-
chise, he does it his own way.

In Disney’s second produc-
tion of Alice in Wonderland, the
thrilling uniqueness of the direc-
tor’s vision thankfully remains.
Despite being by far his most
expensive film to date, it doesn’t
feel like he’s compromised him-
self. He’s also got Mia
Wasikowska to thank, whose
intriguing demeanour constantly
hints at a mind that’s sympathet-
ic, but never wholly penetrable.
Her Alice is 20 years old, no
longer a child, but nonetheless
confusing her family with a wild
imagination and reluctance to

marry a repulsive suitor. Live
action and animation are fused
convincingly as a white bunny
appears, and soon we’re down
the rabbit hole as we’d expect.
The film draws on both the
Adventures in Wonderland and
Through the Looking-Glass
throughout, and the first dream-
like happening follows Carroll’s
first book by quickly making
Alice drink potion that shrinks
her and eat cake that transforms
her into a giant.

Size is the staple of impor-
tant plot points and the template
for Burton’s use of 3-D: we often
see the swamps, forests and cas-
tles of this world from a Honey, I
Shrunk the Kids perspective that
determines its otherworldliness.
Helena Bonham Carter’s head
becomes enormous and the
Queen of Hearts’ childish tyran-
ny recalls Miranda Richardson’s
Elizabeth in Blackadder II.
Despite uncomfortable refer-
ences to her big skull being at
one with her big-headed arro-
gance, making her the only
human character given the
grotesque treatment, the per-
formance is a joy to watch.

The first third of the film

follows a Carrollian logic of non-
sense in the randomness of its
events, and provides delightfully
idiosyncratic versions of the
Cheshire Cat, Tweedledum &
Tweedledee and the March Hare.
An atmosphere of inexplicability
remains for the whole of the film,
encouraging you to take simple
pleasure in the oddities of the
changing accent and out-of-body
dance moves that Johnny Depp
brings to the Mad Hatter. Sadly,
the weak plot, combining the
inner-child antics of Hook with a
Lord of the Rings-style quest

story, means that the build-up to
the battle between the Red
Queen and her White counter-
part (Anne Hathaway) and the
conclusive appearance of the
Jabberwocky, struggle to match
the magical opening. Riding on
bandersnatches and blood-
hounds in the company of one
great character actor after
another is nothing if not pure
fun, but they deserve a quicker
pace and a heightened sense of
anarchy. Instead of Danny
Elfman, we have Avril Lavigne
playing over the end credits.

Last week’s Oscars proved a true underdog
story, with Kathryn Bigelow’s Iraq war
drama The Hurt Locker trumping James
Cameron’s mega budget sci-fi Avatar.
Although Avatar was a fairly by-the-book
retread of the worn-out tale of  American-
going-native (see Dances With Wolves, Last
Samurai, etc), there’s no denying its ground-
breaking use of spectacular  effects and 3D
technology. However, The Hurt Locker was
a landmark in an entirely different vein. It
was one of the first accomplished and truly
enthralling Iraq war films to come out of
America. Critics and audiences alike have
praised it for its taught, nerve-shredding
tension and intensely shot set pieces.

Previous efforts have failed miserably at
presenting a remotely engaging picture of
the Iraq conflict – and consequently have
failed to draw audiences. 2005’s Gulf War
depiction, Jarhead, portrayed the boredoms
of modern warfare, but in doing so came
across as emotionally vapid and – fatally –
indifferent to its grave subject matter.
Things looked hopeful with Lions For
Lambs (2007), a promising Afghanistan
drama directed and scribed by Hollywood’s
liberal giant Robert Redford, enforced by
the formidable cast of Tom Cruise and Meryl
Streep. But it proved the worst of all the
modern war films: a self-indulgent vanity
project of Redford’s, more of an ode to his
own political activism than any kind of
entertainment. The overly didactic film
moralized, or rather hectored, the audience
on Bush’s ‘War of Terror’, clumsily and con-
descendingly spelling out the hazards of
spin and power. Lions For Lambs well and
truly put a seal on future attempts to dram-
atize the political aspect of war.

In The Valley Of Ellah (2007) was infi-
nitely better, but still timidly skirted around
the tricky matter of warfare itself, opting
instead to examine violence within the mili-
tary camps. But all three of these films sim-
ply re-trod old territory, dishing out didactic
anti-war statements. The Hurt Locker, on
the other hand, is unpretentious, unafraid to
crank up the thrills, whilst also probing the
adrenaline-fuelled allure of war that flanks
its clear repugnance. The set-up is wrought
with suspense: a US army bomb squad dis-
arm ticking bombs under the scrupulous eye
of enemy crosshairs – a better way than any
to highlight the horrors and nerve-racking
rigour of their jobs. In my mind, complaints
of the film’s sensationalism miss the point,
as director Bigelow herself asserts, “this film
is about war, which is inherently dramatic.”

That said, there’s still a certain measure
of xenophobia – the only display of Iraqi
decency portrayed manifests itself in a cute
child – and the US military have criticized
the film no end for its renegade Hollywood
fanaticizing and innacuracy – at one point
we see our rogue protagonist roaming about
Baghdad after hours, equipped with little
more than a hand gun and a torch.
Nevertheless, this unexpected Oscar victory
will hopefully usher in plenty more dramati-
zations of modern war, that might rank
among the cinematic greats both the World
Wars and Vietnam have provided before it.

FILM: ALICE IN WONDERLAND
DIRECTOR: TIM BURTON
STARRING: MIA WASIKOWSKA, JOHNNY DEPP
REVIEW: MICHAEL ALLARD 
RUNTIME: 109 MINS
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FILM: ONDINE 
DIRECTOR: NEIL JORDAN. 
STARRING: COLIN FARRELL,
ALICJA BACHLEDA, 
RUNTIME: 111 MINS
REVIEW: LAURA COLEMAN
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Ironically Neil Jordan’s Ondine
aims to parody the fairytale
genre, but proceeds to do just the
opposite. Initially this seems
untrue - set on the rugged coast
of Ireland, the photography is
suitably idyllic, with plenty of
artistically angled shots and
dreamy underwater acoustics.
Jordan’s plot is less watertight,
however. The synopsis - fisher-
man Syracuse one day hauls in a
young woman, believes she is a
mermaid and promptly falls in
love - harbours the potential for
an ingenious spoof on conven-
tional fairytales. Where the film
slips up, though, is by allowing
its predictability to exceed the
deliberate and become uninten-
tional. Farrell and the others do
their best with the script, and
there are some genuinely heated
exchanges; but whenever the
characters leave off tearing each
other’s hair out, the dialogue is
halting and clichéd. Then there
is the development in several
characters of refrains of speech,
doubtless an attempt to play with

the genre’s tendency towards
repetition; but the frequency and
predictability of these lines
makes them awkward. One such
example is Annie, Syracuse’s pre-
cocious daughter, whose catch-
phrase of “curiouser and curi-
ouser” is used too showily to
sound innocently charming.
Even when the fairytale is dis-

pelled and Ondine’s true identity
and origin are revealed, the story
remains predictable and improb-
able: the catchphrases remain,
loose ends are tied from all quar-
ters and the story, against all
odds, regains its calm. The mak-
ers clearly enjoy exploring the
capacity of fairytale for wish-ful-
filment, but the film fails to avoid
falling repeatedly into the genre's
tired conventions.

Adam Sandler in Punch-Drunk
Love. Will Ferrell in Stranger than
Fiction. Jim Carrey in Eternal
Sunshine of a Spotless Mind. All
have left their slapstick roots and
have moved their talent towards
more meaningful dramedies. Yet
in Carrey’s case, the common
assumption of Eternal Sunshine
as being his transitional movie
would be misleading. The Truman
Show, in the wake of low brow
flicks such as Ace Ventura and
The Mask, is Carrey’s real master-
piece: a profound and thought-
provoking parable that comments
on the control of mass-media as
well as the meaning of life.

Carrey plays Truman
Burbank, a man who lives a per-
fectly normal life in a perfectly
normal neighbourhood, until one
day he discovers that he is part of
a one-man TV show. It has been
screened all over the world 24
hours a day since the day of his
birth, and the whole world and
life that he has constructed for
himself is completely fabricated.
Countless themes take sideswipes

at American society, not least the
obsession with television and
celebrity culture, the insatiable
need for private details of ordi-
nary lives, as well as religious
allegories. Some viewed
Truman’s world as a metaphor
for Eden in reverse - the creator
of the show, Christof is given a
God-like omniscient power. 

Carrey’s performance is gut-
wrenching; we all pine for him to
escape the world of his egocen-
tric creator. If you need any more
proof as to how affecting this film
is, in 2008, five people were
diagnosed with schizophrenia,
who believed that they too were
part of a reality TV show. One
believed that 9/11 was an elabo-
rate plot twist as part of his own
show. Now that’s powerful stuff.
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FILM: THE TRUMAN SHOW
(1998) 
DIRECTOR: PETER WEIR 
STARRING: JIM CARREY
RUNTIME: 103 MINS
REVIEW: LEV HARRIS
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FILM.
Duncan Pelham
The Hurt Locker’s
Oscar win shows
there’s hope for Iraq
war films yet



It is at this stage of the term
that we realise quite how
poor we really are.

Personally, I’ve a fondness for
ignoring such dull notions as
debt, budgeting and thrift.
However, there comes a point,
namely when your card no
longer actually works, when one
has to re-dress their priorities
and contemplate such horrors
as swapping delightful,
three course, Ocado-sup-
plied dinners for slightly
more credit crunch
friendly alternatives.

Happily this provides yet
another reason to spend lavish-
ly on your vino. Considering
you’re about to go home for
the holidays, you should
think of this as an
investment.
What bet-
ter way to
gain some parental
goodwill before
announcing how
comprehensively you’ve
attacked your overdraft
than a present? With luck, you ’ l l
return next term in a more
favourable financial position.

Ideally, the benefactors,
thrilled that you’ve finally learnt
to appreciate them and blinded
by your newfound generosity,
will lavish all manner of extrava-
gant allowances upon you. If
not, the very least you can expect

is a little sympathy.
22000055 CChhââtteeaauu PPaarrssaacc,, CCôôtteess

ddee CCaassttiilllloonn (13.5%; £7.95 each,
The Wine Society) A natural
fruity Claret without oak ageing. 

22000099 SSttoonneebbuurrnn SSaauuvviiggnnoonn
BBllaanncc,, MMaarrllbboorroouugghh (13.5%;

£7.25 each, The
Wine Society) Dry,

tangy and refreshing.

22000044

CChh ii aa nn tt ii
RR uu ff ii nn aa
RRiisseerrvvaa ,,

GG rr aa tt ii ,,
TT uu ss cc aa nn yy
(12.5%; £10.95
each, Berry

Brothers and Rudd)
Black fruits and an
elegant finish.

22000088 PPeennffoolldd''ss
KKoooonnuunnggaa HHiillll ''SSeevveennttyy SSiixx''

SShhiirraazz CCaabbeerrnneett,, SSoouutthh
AAuussttrraalliiaa (14.5%; £6.99 each for
two, Majestic) Ripe, spicy and
chocolatey.

22000066 CChhaabblliiss,, CCaavveess ddee
CChhaabblliiss (12.5%; £7.99 each for
two, Majestic) Good value, typi-
cal Chablis.

22000077 WWiilldd RRoocckk GGrraavveell PPiitt
MMeerrlloott // MMaallbbeecc GGiimmbblleetttt
GGrraavveellss,, HHaawwkkeess BBaayy, New
Zealand (14%; £7.49 each,
Waitrose Wine) Full-bodied, ripe
and plummy.

Squished between the book-
shops and restaurants of
Fossgate, the varnished red
bricks of the Blue Bell look as if
they belong in a Victorian
underground station – certainly
not a pokey little street in North
Yorkshire. But inside the walls, a
pub of unrivalled history lurks. 

Split into two rooms, each
with a coal fire, the inhabitants
of the front lounge looked as old
as the dark timber furniture
they were slumped onto. Being
at least 60 years too young to
qualify for this front bar status, I
scuttled round the back into the
gloomy smoke room. 

Whilst settling both my
pint of Timothy Taylor’s and my
fellow quaffers into their bench-
es, the Edwardian cricketers on
the wall and the bashed and
beaten copper tables suggested
a quaint past. Rather oddly, the
Blue Bell was the subject of
social reformist Seebohm
Rowntree’s studies into children
drinking and smoking in the
1900s. 

Thankfully, the Blue Bell
doesn’t shout about its momen-
tous past, ensuring that it stays
largely free of the cream chino
clad tourist brigade that can
infest pubs of a similar ilk in
York.

Rowntree’s studies result-
ed in the Children’s Act of 1908
which did much to alleviate
child poverty and underage
drinking in the slums. So toast
to that when you’re supping a

‘Mud Puppy’.
That’s right, ‘Mud Puppy’.

One of half a dozen cask ales on
offer, this intriguingly named
brew was actually one of the
poorest; more of a wet fish. The
beers (don’t bother with wine,
this is a pub of the grain not the
grape) ranged from the ever-
present Black Sheep and
Deuchars IPA to a more peculiar
Ruby Mild, which I felt, with its
Marmitey quality, was excellent. 

Unfortunately, you do pay
north of £2.50 for any of these,
but when the Blue Bell’s central
location and exclusivity is taken
into account, the price can easi-
ly be forgiven. After all, saving
our student pennies isn’t the
Bell’s top priority.

Just because it isn’t aimed
us doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy
it. A little gem in one of the most
picturesque streets in York,
offering quality cask ales,  which
should not to be missed.
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Food & Drink.
RESTAURANT:  KHAO SAN
ADDRESS: 50-52 WALMGATE
PRICES: £9 - £20 FOR MAIN
REVIEW:  PIPPA DYBLE

�����

WINE R.J. Pringle

PUB Richard Smith

Khao San Rd, deemed the ‘new
Thai restaurant on the block’,
immediately grabbed my

attention. I couldn’t wait to go in and
take a look around, especially as Thai
is one of my favourite cuisines.

Nestled in amongst the shops,
hairdressers and charity shops on
Walmgate, the restaurant looked
warm and inviting; a very welcome
haven out of the bitter chill.

First appearances were a pleas-
ant surprise - I almost felt I was step-
ping in to Thailand. The authentic
ambience, warm lights, stylish mod-
ern Thai artwork, and subtle jazz
music made me at once feel at ease;
transporting me out of the custom-
ary York atmosphere.

Although slightly pushed to one
corner, the window table was a per-
fect setting for two friends out for
dinner and ready for a catch-up.

In much need of a good drink,
we ordered a bottle of the Italian
Merlot (2008), which was delicate to
the palate and something to warm
the insides whilst we earnestly pon-
dered over the Thai menu. 

Although far too many waitress-
es were slightly too eager to wait on
us, coming immediately to the table
to ask if we were ready to order, they
were extremely polite and attentive. 

Decision time. Happily the
worst part of the whole evening.
What do you do when faced with
multiple options of starters and

mains, all sounding equally as
appetising?

After much deliberation, we
opted for the prawn and pork on
crispy seaweed served with Thai
plum sauce, and chicken skewers
served with a peanut dipping sauce
for starters. For main, my friend
chose the Thai green curry with
aubergine, bean, zucchini and Thai
sweet basil, whilst I chose the Pan
seared duck breast with Thai egg-
plant (how American), beans, lychee,
cherry tomatoes and Thai red curry
sauce. Both meals came with a
choice of normal, fragrant, coconut
or garlic rice - a rather exciting addi-
tional twist. Whilst we were gossip-
ing, enjoying the mood, the fantastic,
though almost too friendly, waitress
brought to the table authentic prawn
crackers with sweet chilli sauce - far
over and above the quality of greasy
standard Chinese take-away prawn
crackers!

The starters arrived soon after,
and were stylishly presented. We
decided to share, to get a flavour of
both - quickly both agreeing that the
prawn and pork seaweed were a def-
inite winner: highly recommended!

Seemingly without any respite
whatsoever, the main course arrived,
something I can’t say particularly
endeared me to the place. 

However,  both meals were
exquisitely presented: a dome of rice,
garnished with salad on a square

plate with a bowl of the selected dish
adjacent ready to spoon onto the
plate. 

The Thai green curry, although
a very traditional - if not slightly
cliched - meal, had a really great
taste but was not by any means the
most exciting thing on the menu. 

The chicken was cooked just
right and was wonderfully tender,
whilst the portion size was fair. The
duck main was again cooked to per-
fection and the combination of
ingredients worked extremely well.
Though only given two stars out of
three on the Khao San ‘hot-rating’, I
was quite taken aback by the spici-
ness of the dish. However, the
coconut rice complimented the spice
very well and the meal as a whole
was extremely enjoyable, and
extremely filling.

The waitress brought to our
table the dessert menu, which was
disappointingly not very extensive -
but after spicy Thai, the idea of sweet
dessert didn’t bode particularly well.
We didn’t fancy the banana split or
the Thai coconut custard - even after
the waitress said we could kick her if
we didn’t like the custard! 

Overall the restaurant was
charming, and a refreshing break
from the restaurants we all know so
well in York. I highly recommend
Khao San to anyone: especially if you
are a fan of spicy food and very keen
waitresses! 

““WWee ddiiddnn’’tt ffaannccyy tthhee bbaannaannaa sspplliitt,,
eevveenn aafftteerr tthhee wwaaiittrreessss ssaaiidd wwee

ccoouulldd kkiicckk hheerr iiff wwee ddiiddnn’’tt lliikkee tthhee
ccuussttaarrdd..””
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Self-definition is a barrier to
ensuring true understanding

Self-definition has seri-
ous implications on
social relationships. By

describing how you want
others to view you, it pre-
scribes a judgement to the
way in which you allow peo-
ple to analyse your character.
It gives others an opportuni-
ty to form a bias, and certain
words come with stigmas
attached which can be both
upsetting and politically
incorrect.

However, in a recent
UGM motion, a student
wished to change the YUSU
constitution so that we
wouldn’t have to self-define
as disabled in order to run
for YUSU Disability Officer.
Some have objected to the
motion, saying that non-dis-
abled people won’t under-
stand the emotional and
physical issues or constraints
behind being disabled.

This is not necessarily
true. It is within the human
condition for most people
(and it should be hoped that
an individual wouldn’t run as
a joke candidate for a posi-
tion concerning sensitive

and personal issues) to
empathise with others, par-
ticularly when they are in
what is generally viewed to
be a disadvantaged position.

Empathy provided us
with this particular UGM

motion, not sympathy. The
difference between the two
mindsets is that one pro-
vides compassion, whereas
the other provides only a
condescension and degrada-
tion of the group in ques-
tion.

Amy McKessy, who
proposed the motion, said
that it “segregates rather
than integrates” disabled
from non-disabled people.
Self-definition, rather than

destroying barriers, creates
them. It allows stereotyping
to become socially accept-
able, and in so doing, creates
a valid excuse for being
harsh and prejudiced. It
imposes characteristics on
an individual, and even
though those qualities are
self-inflicted, sometimes
unforeseen consequences
arise which inadvertently
plunge the person into vari-
ous negative associations.

We must recognise that
there is the capacity for a
distinct lack of understand-
ing (as seen by the joke can-
didates running for
Women’s Officer this year),
and it is a shame that the
UGM motion did not reach
quoracy. It has therefore
been neither passed or
rejected, because not
enough people voted on it.
Empathy is a fantastic virtue
to hold, enabling under-
standing and friendships to
develop, and it can only be to
our own detriment if we do
not allow this to be
expressed within student
democracy.

To be a part of the debate and for exclusive web content go to www.nouse.co.uk/comment

Barring those who do
not self-define as
disabled from running
for Disability Officer
must not continue.

Over the last two weeks
campus has been
busily filled with the

sights and sounds of the
YUSU elections. I am always
impressed by the way so
many students actively
engage in this process, set-
ting the direction and prior-
ities of the students’ union
for the coming year ahead.

I want to urge our final
year undergraduates to seize
another opportunity to help
shape the future direction of
the University.

Now in its sixth year of
running, the results of the
National Student Survey
(NSS) has become one of
the key pieces of informa-
tion used by prospective stu-
dents to decide where to

study and used by universi-
ties to understand how they
can best serve their student
body.

Last year, the survey
ranked us fifth in the United
Kingdom in terms of teach-
ing standards, with 12 aca-
demic departments and the
Hull York Medical School
(HYMS) ranked in the top
ten for their respective disci-
plines. But we are certainly
not complacent, and it is

just as important that we
find out where you think we
could do better.

Where the NSS pin-
points particular areas of
concern, action plans are
drawn up with the depart-
ments concerned to make
sure that improvements are
made. Students on depart-
mental boards of study help
oversee that process.

In 2009, our response
rate was in line with the
national average and the
indications so far are that
there has been another good
response from York students
this year. However, we want
to make sure that the infor-
mation it gives to us is as
comprehensive as possible.
You only have a limited time
left to make your voice
heard.

I know that with only
one term to go, final year
undergraduates have a lot to
occupy them and in that
context some may think that
the survey is something that
can be safely ignored.
However, by completing the
survey, students before you
have helped shape your
experience. Now it is your
chance to do the same and
help the students following
you to get the most from
their university experience.
We hope you will take that
opportunity.

You can find the
National Student online at
http://www.thestudentsur-
vey.com/. It doesn’t take
more than a few minutes to
complete, but it will make a
big difference.

LLeetttteerrss Nouse, Grimston House, Vanbrugh College

Nouse welcomes your letters. Please indicate if 
they are not intended for publication. 

Email lleetttteerrss@@nnoouussee..ccoo..uukk or write to:

No election fever for me

www.ey.com/uk/careers

This edition, Nouse asked:

Could the success of
The Courtyard be
repeated on Heslington
East or elsewhere on
campus?

232 people voted, with the
majority stating

Yes

““EEmmppaatthhyy
pprroovviiddeedd uuss
wwiitthh tthhiiss ppaarr--
ttiiccuullaarr UUGGMM
mmoottiioonn””

Making the
student 
opinion vocal

165 people
voted 
Yes

(71%)

67 people
voted 
No 

(29%)

Kate
Dodd

Academic
Registrar

Camilla
Apcar

Deputy
Comment
Editor

Academia will lose out
Dear Nouse,

When I came to the University of York
I was under the impression that I’d be
receiving one of the highest qualities of aca-
demic experience in the country.

Yet, although the refurbishment of the
library will undoubtedly be great when com-
pleted, those taking their exams this year
and currently writing essays which actually
count towards their degree are losing out.

I never expected to go into the library
and have to try to search around for 20
minutes just to find the section I was look-
ing for. Or to have to sit crammed between
two other students all in desperate attempts
to actually get some work done but failing
miserably because of the heat in the library.

Does the University really expect the
standard of academic excellence to be main-
tained? If so, they are certainly deluded.

A concerned History student

Dear Nouse,

Frankly, I am sick of hearing about elec-
tions. I may only be a Fresher, but even  my
first year of experiencing elections has been
pretty miserable.

The people who are actually interested
in the process are only candidates, their ‘cam-
paign managers’, and students involved in a
YUM society. 

For the rest of us, the last half of this
term has been not only dull but only focused
on the controversial candidates. If all that
people care about is controversy, bias, and
headlines, then I really wonder what the
point of these elections are. 

It’s hard to take an interest in “how our
Union is going to develop in the next year”
when you feel like an outsider of the Election
Elite already and you have no interest in stu-
dent politics to begin with.

Rachel, First Year Biology student

Yes
No

Be grateful for the post

14

Dear Nouse,
I think that, particularly on campus, stu-

dents need to get over the fact that taking
drugs is a huge part of popular culture and
that for many it is simply a part of their cho-
sen lifestyle.

Although the UK ruling on drugs goes
against recreational usage, sometimes I sim-
ply cannot believe the prudish attitude of cer-
tain groups of students at this University.
Whilst many believe substance abuse to be
wrong, I think that they should accept other
people’s choice to do so, if they so choose. In
present day culture we accept previously
taboo subjects such as homosexuality, and I
can only hope the future of taking drugs con-
tinues this tradition of cultural acceptability.

No one has the right to give people
reproving looks based on a lifestyle choice,
it’s just unfair and a fact of life. Get over it.

Anonymous

Taking drugs is old news
Dear Nouse,

I know this may sound ridiculous, but I
really am rather impressed with the postal
service on campus.

The fact that, firstly, I have the opportu-
nity to send internal post is an excellent idea
- because despite living in the electronic age,
it’s lovely to recieve written communications. 

Secondly, and more importantly, for
those who are living away from home for the
first time, keeping in touch is of great impor-
tance. Having the ability of being able to
recieve both letters and packages, is some-
thing of a comfort. When I received some
biscuits from my parents, it honestly made
me feel that I’m not so far away after all.

The accessibility of getting post from the
porters’ lodges something I’m truly grateful
for, and I’d just like to make others aware of
how lucky we are.

Annabelle, on-campus Fresher

““NNooww iitt iiss
yyoouurr cchhaannccee
ttoo hheellpp tthhee
ssttuuddeennttss ffooll--
lloowwiinngg yyoouu””
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13.03.10 20:15
To: president@yusu.org
From: peter.campbell@gmail.com
Subject: Good luck and congrats
(from me, Peter Campbell,
Campaign Manager)

Hey Tim,

Speaking on behalf of the Chris
Etheridge campaign (as campaign
manager) was just congratulating
everyone who took part. Good luck!

Peter Campbell
Etheridge4D&S
Campaign Manager
-----------------------------------------
14.03.10 00:36
To: president@yusu.org
From: laura.bo@hotmail.co.uk
Subject: wooooo

Bo... selecta! xxxx
-----------------------------------------
14.03.10 01.31
To: president@yusu.org
From: peter.campbell@gmail.com

On behalf of the Chris Etheridge for
D&S campaign, in my role as
Campaign Manager, I’d like to con-
cede defeat and congratulate all the
contestants.

Peter Campbell
Etheridge4D&S
Campaign Manager
-----------------------------------------
14.03.10 01:31
To: president@yusu.org
From: sam.daniels@yusu.org
Subject: RE: sorry dude

fuck off!
-----------------------------------------
14.01.10 20.10
To: president@yusu.org
From: editor@theyorker.co.uk
Subject: Congrats!

Hey, any chance of an interview?

Thanks!
-----------------------------------------
15.03.10 08:32
To: president@yusu.org
From: editor@theyorker.co.uk
Subject: Hello?

So, any chance of talking to us
then? No? Promise it won’t take
long!
-----------------------------------------
15.03.10 09:53
To: president@yusu.org
From: welfare@yusu.org
Subject: RE: waheyyyyyyyyy!

another year of staring deep into
each other’s eyes across the office.

i heart you, tim. so happy right
now!!! :D :D
B x

The Acquaintance
with Poppy Babcock

TIM NGWENA’S BLACKBERRY: ELECTION SPECIAL as seen by Ben Gascoyne

AsIlie inbedafter a particularly rude
awakening early on an unspecified
morning, it strikes me that I have

become increasingly tolerant of things that
getmygoat.Seethingballoffuryatthemany
and varied inadequacies proffered by my
surroundings I am, alas, no more; it’s been
onechillpill toomany.Discussionswitha
formergrumpy-at-armsledmetowonder
whetherornotthiswasthemuchantic-
ipated wisdom of years kicking in;
before, I hasten to add, she asked
meifI’dtakenthe ‘high’roadandI
eliminated any prospect of chemical
interference responsible for my
change in temperament.
Maturity about as likely an

explanationasValium, Ipondered
my new-found calm. Without a
doubt, the same things still get my
goat, shave of all its hair and tickle it
incessantly; butmynewmaxim is ‘see
the funny side’. So my belief is that I
haverespondedgeneticallytomysur-
roundings and developed a longer
fuse, inorder to survivehere.Which is
pretty impressive, if youaskme.
Anyway,asawordofwarning,Galleryis

a surprise offender for lingering- too- long-
and- too- closemales; don’t be fooledby the
entrance fee, it’s just an outing to a zoo as
opposed to a meander through a pet shop
that is having a closing sale. At some party
somewhere, one lanky specimenwitha self-
ishamountofhairpushedmybuttonswhen
he swooped down to my quivering lip,
snaked his arms aroundmywaist and pro-
ceeded toblowonmynose.Well funny side,
I embrace you. If words fail youwhen faced

withaprettygirl,neverfear:inheritthewind.
Works likea charm.
Encounters with the opposite sex are

loathsome enough; but actually, on a good
day, nothing getsme going like an irritating
girlfriend.Andinthelast fewweeks,I’vehad
manyachuckle.
My favourite has to be thebralesswon-

der,whoshouldhavebeencordonedoffafter
taking a girl’s eye outwith one of her…nip-
ples. I’ve always felt that the word doesn’t
do justice to themoreprominent pairs; it
justimpliessmall,delicateandabsolute-
ly non-violent. The ones I’m talking
about should come with some kind
ofwarning,.
Loved the Fusion afterparty-

attractive people looking the
thinnest and happiest they will for
weeks, celebrating a job well done.
Excellent combination. The event
alsogaveanexclusiveviewingofgor-
geous former campus celeb’s
engagement rock; one could
barely hear oneself peeing for
all the cooing and billing
goingoninthequeueforthe
toilets. And I’m not one for

conspiracy theories, but do we
really think it was coincidence that

sunglasseswerebeing sold?
If ithadn’tbeenfor thepairIscrounged

off a friendwhohadabsolutelyno idea she’d
paid for them let alonehad themon the top
of her head, I really do think it would have
blindedme.
So I’d advise you all to do as I have and

relax. Borrow a phrase from our newly re-
electedPres: keep it cool.



Ernst and Young still have graduate jobs available for September 2010.
Apply online at www.ey.com/uk/careers



India to reserve one third of legislative seats for women

THE RAJYA SABHA, India’s
upper house of Parliament, has
passed a bill to reserve one third of
legislative seats for women.

The approval of the bill is the
culmination of 14 years of cam-
paigning since its first proposal in
1996. Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said that the bill represents a
“historic step forward toward
emancipation of Indian woman-
hood”.

Sonia Ghandi, President of the
Congress party, described the bill
as “a gift to the women of India”.

The bill was passed by an
overwhelming majority of 186 to
one after two days of chaotic vot-
ing. It had been hoped the bill
would be approved on Monday,
International Women’s Day, but
proceedings were postponed when
opponents tore up copies of the
proposed legislation.

Arun Jaitley, leader of the
Opposition Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP), denounced the uproar as
“one of the most shameful
moments in India’s parliamentary
democracy”.

Opponents to the bill fear that
it does not go far enough toward
reducing social inequalities. They
argue that competition for remain-

ing seats will be intensified at the
expense of lower castes, ethnic
minorities, and Muslims, whose
representation will all be reduced.

Lalu Prasad Yadav, leader of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal Party,
voiced his opposition, saying: “Give
reservation to poor India, to origi-

nal India. Ninety percent of the
population is deprived in India.”

Panchayats, the local govern-
ing bodies, already allocate one-
third of governing seats to women,
however, much needs to be done to
increase women’s political partici-
pation.

Although there have been sev-
eral high-profile female politicians,
such as former Prime Minister
Indira Ghandi, India is 99th in the
world for female MP representa-
tion. There are just 21 women in
the 233-member upper house,
while of the 545-member lower
house, only 59 are women.

The approval of the bill coin-
cides with a United Nations
Development Program (UNDP)
report on Asia-Pacific gender
inequalities released the same
week which highlights discrimina-
tion faced by women.

Brinda Karat, the leader of the
Communist Party, expressed her
hope that the bill would improve
the situation of India’s women, say-
ing that they are “still caught in a
culture prison”.

Singh acknowledged the prob-
lems faced by women, saying:
“Women are facing discrimination
at home, there is domestic vio-
lence, unequal access to health and
education. This has to end.”

Under India’s largely patriar-
chal culture, a traditional prefer-
ence for male children means that
female foeticide is a widespread
problem. Skewed sex ratios in cer-
tain areas have resulted in the traf-
ficking of female brides. Women
also suffer disproportionately in
access to education. The national
literacy rate is 55 percent for
women compared to 77 percent for
men.

The bill will now go to the
lower house of Parliament, the Lok
Sabha, where it is thought likely to
pass, and must then be agreed to in
15 out of 28 of India’s states before
becoming law.

“Women have been waiting 62
years for this moment,” said
Congress Party MP Jayanthi
Natarayan. Women all over India
are celebrating this historic move
forward for female emancipation.

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

GlobalFocus
1.LINCOLN,UK------------------------
After returning to the UK in
January, former hostage Peter
Moore has revealed the details of
his ordeal. The group, who call
themselves ‘The League of the
Righteous’, subjected Moore to
beatings and several fake execu-
tions during his two and half year
captivity.

2.ISTANBUL,TURKEY------------------
The Turkish ambassador to
Sweden has been withdrawn fol-
lowing a controversial decision
by Sweden’s parliament to classi-
fy the killings of Armenians in
WorldWar 1 as genocide. Sweden
still maintains that it supports
Turkish entry to the EU.
However, this decision will cer-
tainly damage relations.

3.HAVANNA,CUBA----------------------
Orlando Zapata Tamayo, a politi-
cal opponent to the Cuban gov-
ernment, has died in hospital in
Havana following a hunger
strike. Zapata had been in deten-
tion since his arrest in 2003.
Raul Castro has said that he
“laments” the death.

4.MEXICO CITY,MEXICO---------------
A Mexican telecoms giant has
been rated as the richest man in
the world, pushingMicrosoft cre-
ator Bill Gates into second place.
Carlos Slim topped the Forbes
magazine rich list, with an esti-
mated wealth of £53.5bn. The
magazine also claimed the num-
ber of Indian billionaires had
doubled during 2009.

5.NAYPYIDAW,MYANMAR -----------
A UN special envoy to Burma has
accused the ruling junta of a “gross

and systematic violation of human
rights” after the introduction of
new election laws. Under the new
rules the main opposition leader
Aung Suu Kyi will not be allowed to
take part.

6.TAIPEI,TAIWAN-----------------------
The Justice minister of Taiwan,
Wang Ching-Feng has resigned
from her post in opposition to the
death penalty. Ms Wang has
made a bold statement in refus-
ing to authorise executions as the
majority of the Taiwanese public
are pro death penalty. Ms Wang's
stance represents further breaks
from the policies of Taiwan's
Chinese neighbours. Further to
deep existing divides.

7.MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA ----------------
Over 2000 atheists have gath-
ered in Melbourne to celebrate a
lack of religious belief at the
Global Atheist Convention. The
convention attracts an eclectic
group that hope to promote their
anti-religion stance. 

8.BERLIN, GERMANY-------------------
The Catholic church has been
rocked by allegations of sexual
abuse in its German institutions .
Germany's justice minister has
scathing accused the Vatican of
operating a “wall of silence”. This
has ignited debate about celibacy
of priests. Pope Benedict has
defended the Vatican's stance as
“full devotion”.

9. JERUSALEM, ISRAEL----------------
Two Israeli soldiers have been
accused of using a Palestinian
child as human shield during the
recent conflict against Hamas in
the Gaza strip. They are claimed
to have directed a boy to open
bags that were suspected booby
traps. This practice is generally
considered to be a war crime.

10.MOGADISHU, SOMALIA----------
The Major of Mogadishu is
encouraging people to leave the
capital amid intensified fighting.
The capital of Somalia has been
entrenched in a state of conflict
for decades in the fight between
the government and Islamist
insurgent groups. 

11. LONDON, UK-------------------------
A government commissioned
review has ruled that members of
the British National Party (BNP)
should not be banned from
teaching. Nick Griffin called it a
“common sense review”, however
BNP members cannot enter the
police force or prison service. 

12. NEW DELHI, INDIA-----------------
The Upper House of India's
Parliament has passed a bill that
means a third of legislative seats
will be reserved for women.
Many politicians have labelled
the bill as historic. However,
despite being passed with a large
majority, the bill has been met
with mixed reactions in the
country. Some critics put empha-
sis on representing the poor. 

13. LAHORE, PAKISTAN----------------
Two suicide bombs have explod-
ed in Lahore, Pakistan killing 45
people and injuring a further
100. A military convoy is said to
have been the target of the
bombings and nine soldiers are
among the dead. This latest
attack comes after a warning
from the Taliban which declared
that they would unleash 3,000
suicide bombers.

14. GAZA, PALESTINE------------------
Journalist Paul Martin has been
released by Hamas. He had been
held for a month in the Gaza
strip. Hamas had openly accused
Martin of being an Israeli spy,
although no formal charges were
brought. Martin said his release
was a “great victory for the rights
of journalists”
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“proper common, proper work-
ing class.” His background very
much affects his politics, a fact
that comes out when talking
about what the Conservatives
have to tackle if they win the
election.

“We’re not just going to be
judged on economic compe-
tence. We’re also going to be
judged on how we deal with the
most disadvantaged, those
estates, those failing schools,
and youth unemployment,
nearly the highest in Europe.
One thing that really hacks me
off is the way in which Labour
have abandoned the working
class estates.

“Another thing that we are
determined to is to reduce the
cost of politics, and one thing
that we’re going to do is reduce
the number of MPs down 10%
to 500. Part of that process will
be that every constituency will
be the same size, so that your
vote will matter wherever you
are. We will do that in time for
the next election.”

Finally, the biggest prob-
lem facing the Conservatives at
the election is, in Pickles’ opin-
ion, being labelled as “the same
old Tories: That we are con-
cerned more with economic
management than with looking
after people. That is why it is
very important that we start a
process of bringing the state
down and helping the most vul-
nerable. We will not abandon
parts of the country in the way
that Labour have.”

He says that the
Conservatives have changed,
but does part of him wish that
they hadn’t? He outlines all of
the areas where the
Conservatives would help those
who are the worst off, including
poorly performing schools and
those on long term unemploy-
ment benefit.

“So no,” he adds, “I don’t
miss the old days. If necessary I
can always read George Orwell.”

sive, massive. But I suspect that
Facebook will have the edge
because through Facebook
you’ve got the capability of
mobilising. As it stands right
now, we’ve got 22,000 people
on our Facebook site, and
Labour’s got 5,000. We’ve got
20,000 on Twitter, Labour’s got
10,000, so we’re tending to
dominate the social networking
sites.

“We’ve just started
MyConservatives.Com, which
gives them an ability to be able
to campaign online and to can-
vas online, and it gives the abil-
ity to people who aren’t in mar-
ginal seats to offer help directly
here. It’s going to be very big.”

Pickles describes himself as

“A Generational Election”

Eric Pickles is not a man to
mince his words. He
refers to Unite, the work-

ers’ union, as “militant”, and
calls their political director
Charlie Whelan “the epitome of
the forces of hell”.

A subtle reference to the
claims made by Alistair Darling
last month of the way he was
treated by Number 10.

Pickles is not your most
likely of Conservatives. His
great-grandfather founded The
Independent Labour Party in
1893, and the family line has
continued to remain doggedly
left wing.

As a youngster, Pickles said
that he was slightly inclined
towards Communism, but now
describes himself as “a first gen-
eration Conservative”.

Upon joining the party, he
rose quickly to become chair-
man of the Young
Conservatives, and is now the
Chairman of the whole party. As
such, heading the general elec-
tion campaign falls into his
remit.

But when will the general
election be? “There’s only one
man who knows that for cer-
tain” he claims emphatically,
and pauses for effect. “And as
soon as Lord Mandelson tells
the Prime Minister, then we’ll
know.”

“This year is like 1945, it’s
like 1975, it’s a generational
election, it will determine the
fate of our country for more
than just four years.”

Part of Pickles’ job is
enthusing the campaigners and
calling them to action. Amongst
his methods for this are his
YouTube ‘War Room Briefings’,
in which he outlines what has to
be done.

It is fair to say that the
Conservatives do have a moun-
tain to climb. They need to gain
117 seats this year, which is a
bigger swing than even in 1979
when Thatcher was swept to
power.

Pickles knows this, but
remains optimistic. “In truth,
the polls, the only polls that
really matter, are the ones in the
marginal seats, and they came

out last week and suggest that
we are there or thereabouts
poised to take those seats. Don’t
underestimate it; it’s in battles
with people like Julian here [in
York Outer] that are going to
make the difference. I think this
is my fourth visit here to this
seat.”

Although he helped with
the 2005 campaign, a lot has
subsequently changed for
Pickles.

The emergence of blogs,
Facebook and Twitter have
added a new dimension to the

“Labour are going to fight
dirty in this election.The
last thing we want to do is
emulate that”

world of political campaigning,
and it is something that Pickles
has latched onto remarkably
quickly.

“Labour are going to fight
dirty in this election. The last
thing we want to do is to emu-
late that. The importance of our
bloggers is instant rebuttal – it
is important that when a lie is
made then the lie is nailed
straight away. So far it has
worked out reasonably well, and
we have had a number of inci-
dents so far where Labour MPs
are claiming that we are closing
down hospitals and we have
been able to completely rebut
that immediately.”

What about social net-
working sites? “Massive, mas-

David
Cameron
and Eric
Pickles in
the new
Party Call
Centre

CONSERVATIVE PARTY

Peter Campbell talks to Conservative Party Chairman Eric Pickles about the upcoming election.

Family: “We are determined to make Britain a family
friendly place. A place that respects marriage, and that
doesn’t just include heterosexual marriage, but also
includes gay people.”

Abortion: “That kind of thing has been very important
as a political issue in the U.S., and Britain will always treat
this as a matter of individual conscience, so David would
resist, and I would resist, that becoming a party political
issue.”

The election: “Do youwant to see Gordon Brown and his
Government in Number 10 making things worse, or do
you want to see David Cameron and the Conservatives,
who have the leadership, the energy and the values to
get Britain moving again? That’s the choice.”

John Prescott on Twitter: “Oh, bless his heart, I rather

like him. He just seems to me to destroy the spontaneity
of it, because his son does it for him.”

Debt: “I think we need to understand just how much
money £1.4tn is. It’s a lot of money, even for Lord
Ashcroft, and an equally large amount of money for a
Unite union.”

America: “The special relationship that I’m interested in
is extending our friendship in exactly the opposite direc-
tion to the U.S.and towards China, India and Pakistan. We
need to focus our economic and our political interests,
because that’s where the geopolitical power is going to
be this century.”

Prisoners: “I can’t believe that we’re being told to give
people in prison the right to vote. That doesn’t strike me
as being a terribly sensible thing to do.”

THE ISSUES:

EErriicc PPiicckklleess iiss tthhee TToorryy MMPP
ffoorr BBrreennttwwoooodd aanndd OOnnggaarr
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ernment expenditure while
claiming that Labour had lost
control of government
finances. This retort by leading
economist has been seen as
extremely detrimental to the
credibility of the policy.

Labour have faced a
mixed reception in recent
weeks, but overall they seem to
have gained ground in the
polls.

Gordon Brown has
received criticism in the media
over allegations of bullying
staff. Reports of his temper
have depicted a more aggresive
side to the Prime Minister.
However, it is not known
whether these claims are
entirely truthful.

Brown seems to have
gained in the polls after his
recent appearance on Piers

Morgan’s chat show. Brown is
also responding well to
Cameron’s attacks in the House
of Commons. In Prime
Minister’s questions last week
he responded well to questions
regarding military spending.

The Liberal Democrats
have outlined certain “tests”
that they would want a party to
comply with if they were to join

them in the situation of a hung
parliament, and at current
have the power to make such
demands.

The Liberal Democrats
also have problems though.
Candidate, Anna Arrowsmith,
is igniting controversy over her
previous occupation as a
pornographic film director.
Nick Clegg dismissed her pre-
vious job as, “not exactly my
cup of tea” and defended her
election bid.

Current polls indicate that
the election is going to be very
close and a hung parliament is
a distinct possibility. Cameron
has been unable to distance the
Tories from Labour. It may be
the most minor of factors that
ends up swining the balance of
the election. The margins are
probably going to be very thin.

OVER 200 PEOPLE have been
killed in violence in the Nigerian
city of Jos. The attacks are
rumoured to be reprisals for
attacks that left several hundred
people dead in January.

The violence, carried out with
machetes and machine guns, has
occurred between Muslim and
Christian sections of the Nigerian
population, although most analysts
believe that the causes are political
and economic, rather than sectari-
an.

One resident of Dogo Nahawa,
one of the Christian villages
attacked, said: “They came around
three o'clock in the morning and
started shooting into the air. The
shooting was meant to draw people
from their houses and then, when
people came out, they started cut-
ting them with machetes.”

The attack are alleged to have
been perpetrated by Fulani
Muslims, and have been linked by
many to the attacks on Fulani vil-

lages by Borom Christians in
January.

Mark Lipdo, a member of
Christian Aid group in the area,
said: “We saw mainly those who
are helpless, like small children and
then the older men, who cannot
run, these were the ones that were
slaughtered.”

Marches involving hundreds

of women in long black dresses
have been held in Jos to protest
against the violence.

Father Anthony Fom,
Chairman of the Jos operations of
Caritas Internationalis, a Catholic
charity, said: “People are living in
constant fear. They are afraid to
sleep in their houses. Many hide in
the mountains. The violence needs

to be ended for good.”
An example of this fear mani-

festing itself involved a few cows
that were transported into
Christian areas of Jos. Rumours
spread that a truck carrying cows
also contained Fulani men, who
had come to infiltrate the area and
attack after nightfall. Local youths
gathered around the truck,
demanding that they be shown the
Fulanis. The police attempted to
resolve the situation, however this
failed and they had to call in the
army. A small riot ensued, with
youths throwing stones at the army,
at which point shots were fired and
several people were injured.

Nigerian senators have set up
a 20-man committee to look into
the violence, and the best way to
dispel the problems experienced in
Jos.

Ban Ki-Moon, the United
Nations Secretary-General, has
released a statement condemning
the violence. Regardless, tensions
look set to continue. Both regional
and religious differences need to be
settled before Nigeria detriorates
into a state of civil war.

SARAH PALIN BECAME a laugh-
ing stock in 2008 after her nomina-
tion as Vice-President. However in
recent months, speculation has
been mounting as to whether she
might seek the Republican nomi-
nation in 2012.

In July 2009, she announced
that she would stepping down as
Governor of Alaska hinting
towards the possibility of candidacy
quoting General Douglas Mac
Arthur she said: “We are not
retreating; we are advancing in
another direction.”

With President Barack Obama
becoming increasingly unpopular,
it looks likely that there will be a
Republican backlash in 2012, and a
President Palin is a disturbing pos-
sibility. If elected, Palin would be
the first female President of the
United States. This would be a his-
toric moment for women around
the world, but in actuality Palin
couldn't be a much more conserva-
tive candidate. Rather than a leap
forward a President Palin presents
the possibility of several steps back-
wards.

It is difficult to establish just
what exactly a Palin presidency
would look like. It is likely that spin
doctors and advisors would take a

leading role. However, I personally
wouldn’t feel safe knowing that
someone who prides themself as
being a “pitbull with lipstick” had
control over one of the world's
largest nuclear arsenals.

If Palin is to be the next
President, I believe that we would
see a souring of international rela-
tions between the US and many
other countries. Palin may have to
deal with difficult foreign policy sit-
uations, in particular the growing
nuclear threat from Iran. In 2008,
Palin was aggressive about Iran’s
nuclear programme, saying: “Let
there be no doubt: I will always
keep the threat of military action
on the table to defend our security
and our ally Israel.” Threatening
military action is a hardline stance,
however Iran is unlikely to back
down and ultimately we could see
military action. A conflict in the
middle east only serves to destabi-
lize the region further and create
more potential threats to western
states.

In 2012, I would like to see
Obama win a second term - he has
only just begun to undo two terms
of Republican mismanagement. If
there is to be a Republican
President, I would hope that it was
General David Petraeus, the man
credited with resolving the situa-
tion in Iraq.

Cameron loses valuable lead in the polls

Gordon
Brown is
regaining
ground in
the polls fol-
lowing
recent
develop-
ments in the
election
contest.

Tom Fisher
DEPUTY POLITICS EDITOR

AS THE GENERAL election
creeps ever closer, every action
of the main parties is under
intense scrutiny.

The Conservatives have
seen a steep decline in the polls
in recent weeks despite their
earlier dominance.

This decline has been driv-
en by two main factors. Firstly,
the revelation that Lord
Ashcroft (Deputy Director of
the Conservative Party), an
influencial Conservative donor,
has a non-domicile tax status
has certainly damaged opinion
of the Tories.

Being a non-domicile Lord
Ashcroft does not pay as much
tax as he would if he was regis-
tered as a full UK tax payer.

The fact that a man who
has considerable clout in the
Conservative Party, and who
has the power to contribute to
policy decisions, is not paying
full-tax has compromised trust
in the party.

The admission that Lord
Ashcroft was only partially pay-
ing UK tax was especially criti-
cal given William Hague’s
appearance on Newsnight
months before. When asked by
Jeremy Paxman repeatedly
whether he had asked Ashcroft
about his tax status, Hague
refused to give a yes or no
answer.

Secondly, the Shadow
Chancellor George Osborne
was rebuked by a group of top
economists over his plans for
speedy and lengthy spending
cuts. The Tories had been using
this policy of rapid cuts to gov-
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Nigeria in a state of turmoil and violence

“Rather than a leap
forward, a President
Palin presents the
possibility of several
steps backwards”

“Candidate, Anna
Arrowsmith, is
igniting controver-
sy over her previ-
ous occupation as a
pornographic film
director”

Nigerian police have been struggling to keep control

SATANOID

Political
Edge

Kate Goligher

Ieuan Ferrer
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LLeeaagguuee rroouunndd--uupp:: Perhaps
the most thrilling - but also
the most crushingly disap-
pointing - campaign that
any York team experienced
this year. In only their first
season competing in 1A, the
men’s team started slowly -
losing their first away game to
Sheffield Hallam - but then
exploded into life, challenging for
promotion right until the final round
of fixtures.  They were denied top
spot by the cruellest of ways; in a
shambolic final weekend the deadline to
claim a walkover over Northumbria was
missed and, without the three points, York
finished second to Hallam on head-to-head
record. The seconds are also fighting for
promotion and, with two games left,  sit
joint top of the table with York St. John.
They will hope their season ends less chaot-
ically than the firsts’.
CCuupp rroouunndd--uupp:: The firsts were drawn
against Birmingham in the first round, a
team who only moved down from Premier

A last year. Despite matching their oppo-
nents for most of the game, they were
undone by a 75th minute try on a day that
showed just how far the club had pro-
gressed this year.
HHiigghh ppooiinntt:: 98-7 against Manchester
seconds. Enough said.
LLooww ppooiinntt:: On the pitch it was a 27-5
loss to Leeds Met. seconds, but of
course nothing was harder than find-
ing out that promotion had been lost
due to an administrative error.
RRoosseess cchhaanncceess:: Last year, York
swept their opponents aside 31-8
in Roses’ showpiece event, but
this time Lancaster are now also
a 1A side after winning their divi-
sion. York will be favourites, but
this game could be the high-
light of the competition.
TThheeyy ssaayy:: Rory McGregor,

UYRUFC President-elect:
“Despite the obvious disappointment of the
first fifteen not getting promoted, we have
had a tremendously successful season. [We
are] one of the premier teams on campus.”

LLeeaagguuee rroouunndd--uupp:: Despite
a disappointing finish, their

season should be viewed
as a huge

success.
The men’s firsts
have been  challenging
for an unprecedented tre-
ble and have only tasted
defeat three times all year.
This form meant that they
finished  the season top of
NUL Football League East 1
and second in BUCS
Northern Conference 2B.
However they will be disap-
pointed that they were unable
to gain promotion in the latter,
a loss against Hull, this season’s
bogey team, ending their hopes
of making top spot. Elsewhere the
women’s team, whose season has
not yet finished, were also
involved in a promotion race but were
undone by a home defeat to league-leaders
Leeds Met. thirds.
CCuupp rroouunndd--uupp:: Despite impressive seven-

goal wins against the University of Teeside
thirds and fourths, the men crashed out of
the BUCS Cup in the fourth round. The
women’s team lost their first cup game, also
to Hull.

HHiigghh ppooiinntt:: The men’s eleven game
unbeaten run was full of high points

but most impressive was a 4-1 away win
against Newcastle firsts, who would finish
the season third in the table.
LLooww--ppooiinntt:: Perhaps their most significant
result was the 2-2 draw with promotion
rivals Sheffield. Despite dominating, they
were unable to convert their chances in a
game that they really needed to win if they
were to have any chance of promotion.
RRoosseess cchhaanncceess:: Last year the men
thrashed Lancaster 4-0, and this year
they go into the competition on the back

of a much more successful season. However
Lancaster stormed Northern Conference

2A this year and, with the home
advantage, will be a tough test
for York. 
TThheeyy ssaayy:: Men’s firsts captain

Greg Gardner: “This season was the best in
the club’s history and we were desperately
unlucky not to be promoted.”

LLeeaagguuee rroouunndd--uupp:: With one game left, the
netball firsts might still go down; they are
currently only above the relegation play-off
places through points difference. They have
not gone on any particularly good or bad
runs this season; generally they have won
at home and lost away and will probably
finish mid-table as a result.
CCuupp rroouunndd--uupp:: A 26-29 loss in the second
round of the Northern Conference Cup to
Leeds Trinity and all Saints ended their
chances of silverware this season.
HHiigghh ppooiinntt:: Their second game of the sea-
son, and a 64-10 win at Hull. It might have
been their fifths, but it was impressive
nonetheless. It should also be mentioned
that the club won all of their Varsity games.
LLooww ppooiinntt:: Their only home loss of the sea-
son, an incredibly tight 25-27 defeat to
Northumbria thirds.
RRoosseess cchhaanncceess:: Lancaster are two divisions
above York and, playing away from home,
this will be a tough test for York netball
firsts.
TThheeyy ssaayy:: “After a shaky first term, we have
gone from strength to strength.”

LLeeaagguuee rroouunndd--uupp:: In their first season in
BUCS 1A, the men’s team initially strug-
gled to cope with the step up in quality but
two wins in their last two games were
enough to ensure that they remain in the
division. The women’s team are third in 2B
with one game left to play.
CCuupp rroouunndd--uupp:: The men went all the way
to the BUCS Trophy semi-finals - an out-
standing achievement - but were demol-
ished by Loughborough seconds.
HHiigghh ppooiinntt:: A 5-3 win against top-of-the-
table Leeds for the men in their final game
of the season, securing their place in
League 1A for another year.
LLooww ppooiinntt:: Losing their first two games in
1A - the worst possible start.
RRoosseess cchhaanncceess:: York’s Badminton club won
all their games last Roses and an 8-0 victo-
ry over Lancaster by the men earlier in the
season suggests that things probably will
not be much different this year.
TThheeyy ssaayy:: Men’s captain James Hor: “We
started off badly with some injuries, then
won five games in a row and we should
hopefully finish off well by winning Roses."

LLeeaagguuee rroouunndd--uupp:: Despite the men’s team
losing their last three matches, they remain
seven points clear of the drop zone with
two games left to play, so will be safe this
year. The women are third in BUCS 2B
with only one game left.
CCuupp rroouunndd uupp:: The women had a day to
forget in their first BUCS Cup fixture with a
10-0 loss against Leeds seconds. The men
also went out the cup in the seconds round,
losing 7-3 to Durham thirds.
HHiigghh ppooiinntt:: Consecutive 10-0 wins for the
men at the end of last year,
and it looked as if this
would be a successful
season.
Unfortunately they
were unable to sustain
their form. The women also started strong-
ly with two victories.
LLooww ppooiinntt:: The men are having a poor run
of form at the moment, having lost three
games in a row. They also suffered a crush-
ing 9-1 loss to Leeds Met. thirds in their
second game of the season. The women
have twice lost 10-0 this season, once in the

cup and also in their last game
against Leeds seconds.
RRoosseess CChhaanncceess:: Both
Lancaster’s male and female
teams are in parallel
leagues to York so expect
close fixtures. The men
have been in a relegation

scrap and the
women finished
third, losing three
games and winning

two. In both of these
matches something as
subtle as home
advantage might
make all of the dif-
ference.

TThheeyy ssaayy::
Women’s firsts
player Maria Hunt:
“We’ve had a pretty
good season. We’ve only
really lost to the top sides.”
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The men’s firsts have a final against Manchester
Metropolitan University (MMU) Cheshire on
24th March. A division above their opponents,
York will enter the match as favourites but
should be wary of a side that thrashed Liverpool
John Moores 7-3 in the semi-final. The date of the
fixture, just after the men’s tour to Amsterdam, will
only help their opponents.
NNoouussee PPrreeddiiccttiioonn:: Playing a BUCS final away
from home will never be easy, but expect York to
take the year’s first silverware and cap what has
been a good year for the club.

The Big Three: Upcoming cup finals in the next month

With success, failure and scandal, it’s been one of the most exciting BUCS seasons in recent
memory. As it comes to a close, LLeeiigghh CCllaarrkkee looks at how York’s main clubs have fared.

FOOTBALLFOOTBALL RUGBYRUGBY

BADMINTONBADMINTON NETBALLNETBALLTENNISTENNIS

After smashing Oldham 13-4 in the semis, the men’s
lacrosse team face Heaton Mersey C in the final of
the Nigel Wayne Trophy on 11th April. York will be
favourites to claim the trophy at Rochdale
Lacrosse Club having already beaten their oppo-

nents twice in the North of England Men’s Lacrosse
Association (NEMLA) League this season. Captain

Benedict Robinson will have the side playing the fast,
counter-attacking brand of lacrosse which has been so
effective this season.
NNoouussee PPrreeddiiccttiioonn:: Expect the silverware to be coming back
to York. They have the measure of this particular opponent.

The women’s reward for beating Manchester seconds
in the BUCS Cup semi-final is a tough home game
against Sheffield Hallam firsts on March 24th. The
sides both compete in League 2B and their two
meetings this season have both gone to the home

side. With Hallam having finished level on points
with York this season, this could be an extremely
close final.
NNoouussee PPrreeddiiccttiioonn:: Despite optimism within the
club, this will be a difficult fixture for York and,
playing away from home, they might find that

their cup hopes end at the final hurdle.

HOCKEYHOCKEY LACROSSELACROSSE VOLLEYBALLVOLLEYBALL
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College Notebook: Weekend round-up
Halifax and Derwent frustrated as Alcuin close the gap

DERWENT MISSED the opportunity to
extend their lead at the top of the College
Football league beyond a solitary point after
labouring to a 0-0 draw with Vanbrugh.

Meanwhile, Alcuin moved level on
seven points with Halifax in second position
with a 2-1 win over Langwith, the defending
champions held to a goalless draw by
Goodricke.

In the day’s other game, James beat
Wentworth 3-2 to leapfrog Goodricke into
fourth spot. The competition, which has
been severely curtailed this term due to
frozen conditions, is set to continue in the
first three weeks of the summer term, prior
to the start of the College Cup.

Derwent failed to kick on after last
weekend’s 1-0 win over Halifax, wasting a
number of chances in a scrappy encounter
on the 22 Acres. The gusty wind and bobbly
surface meant quality football was impossi-
ble and chances were at a premium.

Steve Walwyn’s clever free-kick nearly
fooled the Vanbrugh goalkeeper while, at the
other end, Ali Prince fluffed his lines when
played clean through, the ball rebounding to
Dom Henney who unwittingly hit the post.

Dan Hewitt, the Vanbrugh co-Captain,
had two opportunities from the corner of the
penalty box, one of which struck the upright.

“Getting a draw against the top side is
a good result,” said Hewitt. “We played well
and should have won. I think that when the
College Cup comes around on a flat pitch

and with a few players back who aren’t fit,
we will be a force to be reckoned with. We
made the final last year but this team is bet-
ter.”

The Halifax-Goodricke match was
equally cagey, with Ben Smith seeing his

under-hit penalty saved by Alex Taborda late
in the second-half after Tom Patrickson had
brought down Matt Sutherland.

“Goodricke had the better of it,” said
Dave Coupland, the Goodricke Captain.
“Halifax aren’t very good, we’re not worried

about them.”
Alcuin did just about enough to over-

come Langwith’s spirited challenge with two
goals from Udy Onwudike sandwiching an
equaliser from Danny Mullen. Langwith
played most of the second period with nine
men as players departed for other commit-
ments, with Bruce Starkey, the striker, filling
in between the posts.

Starkey was disgruntled with the situa-
tion afterwards: “Hopefully the next captain
will be better and we’ll be able to get a full
team out.”

“We made hard work of it,” said Miles
McDermott, the Alcuin skipper. “I wouldn’t
exactly say we deserved it and Langwith put
in a very spirited performance.”

Alcuin, the defending College Cup
champions, look well-placed to challenge
Derwent and Halifax when the league
resumes in April.

A brace from James Offord guided
James to a narrow victory over Wentworth,
with Sam Clitheroe, a goalkeeper playing
outfield, also on the scoresheet to settle the
match late on.

Andy Suggett scored twice for
Wentworth, the first a header from a Seamus
Kent corner and the second an impressive
volley which put Wentworth briefly in front.

Clitheroe was one of two James stop-
pers playing outfield and added to his hat-
trick against Langwith last Sunday, with
Tim Green putting in a man of the match
performance at centre-back.

Additional reporting by Leigh Clarke,
Henry Cowen and Jake Farrell.

Alcuin upset the odds to take college rugby tens title

ALCUIN CONFOUNDED every assump-
tion that had been made about College
Rugby last Saturday by beating an eminent
James college side in the final of a thrilling
tens tournament. Giles Raymond's side
capped an exhilarating day of rugby with a
hard fought 15 - 5 victory against a team that
were, having not been beaten since October
2008, expected to claim the title.

With Alcuin and James having both
played the most attractive rugby in the com-
petition and, despite stern tests from
Derwent and Halifax, proving themselves as
the best teams on the 22 Acres, the stage
was set for an intriguing final. It was Alcuin
who put on the early pressure and James did
not react well. Their slow start would cost
them as Brad Voight took advantage of an
overlap for Alcuin to run in their first try.
Paul Guest kicked the conversion to send the
underdogs into a 7-0 lead. James shook
themselves into action narrowing the scores
with a superb team try which involved Alex
Muntus and Aaron Rolph before Oli
Woodward went over in the corner.

They did not remain level for long as
Alcuin produced a stunning move, and by
far and away the best try of the tournament,
at the perfect time. Guest was again
involved in a damaging break through the
James line from deep before offloading skil-
fully to Ben Howes. The Alcuin player still
had around 30 metres and three James
players between him and the try line but
measured a perfect kick over them which
bounced tantilisingly toward the corner.
Then, racing headlong toward it, he beat the
James defenders for sheer athleticism
before diving full length to slam the ball

down and assure his side victory.
Paul Guest then added the finishing

touches to a magnificent performance, side-
stepping two players to touch down in the
far corner. Tempers frayed towards the end
as Alcuin were accused of time wasting but
overall the sides showed each other a laud-
able degree of respect.

The day opened with impressive victo-
ries for Halifax, who were to finish third
after a play off with Derwent, and Alcuin as
they beat Langwith and Goodricke respec-
tively. The eventual champions played with
attacking intent from the opening match,
thrashing Group Two's basement side 50-0.
They were to repeat the trick in their later
encounter with Wentworth, racking up a 53-

0 winningmargin on that occasion, ensuring
they would hold top spot in their group and
meaning would have to wait until the final to
meet James. The reigning Emperor College
league champions, fresh from a victory over
the University Thirds just a week ago, made
light work of the opposition in their group
accumulating exactly 100 points in the
course of their three matches. They had a
slight scare when falling behind to a deter-
mined Langwith side but fought back to win
29-14.

As the competition progressed the
widely held view that the tournament was
James' to lose showed no signs of diminish-
ing. Despite their formidable talents they
faced a Derwent side in the semi-finals

intent on ending their long established dom-
inance. For 17 minutes of the contest it
looked like Joe Rankin's team would do just
that, playing with a fearlessness and intensi-
ty unmatched in any other game. They took
a deserved lead through Jamie Criswell fol-
lowing a dogged succesion of phases. The try
followed a long period of Derwent pressure
in which Sean Glass was held up on the line
and Freddy Harris went close to scoring with
a lethal break.

Derwent took their slender lead in at
the break leaving James Captain Aaron
Rolph needing to urge his side on to an
improved second half. For much of the latter
period it looked as though such a perform-
ance wouldn't materialise; Derwent looked
comfortable and could have had another try
after an excellent run by the consistently
hard working Tolga Necar.

Eventually though, as limbs and minds
tired, James’ class showed. Oli Woodward
levelled the scores with three minutes to by
exploiting gaping holes in a weary opposi-
tion defense leaving Alex Muntus an easy
conversion to put James up 7-5. Captain
Aaron Rolph went on to break Derwent's
continued resistance in the dying moments,
finishing off a flowing move to seal a 14-5
victory and put his side in the final with
Alcuin.

Alcuin Captain Giles Raymond was
delighted with the way his team played
throughout the afternoon and praised the
opposition: “James are such a good team
and this means so much to us to win. Last
year's defeat was definitely on our mind.”
Raymond also made reference to the gru-
elling one day schedule: “Most of the squad
are carrying injuries but we aren't thinking
of them right now. I just can't say how happy
I am right now.”

Jake Farrell
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Adam Shergold
SPORTS EDITOR

PETER IVESON

Alcuin beat James 15-5 in the final of the annual College Rugby Tens Tournament

League leaders Derwent were held to a goalless draw by Vanbrugh in Sunday’s College
Football but remain top by a point from Halifax,who rode their luck against Goodricke

PETER IVESON

www.ey.com/uk/careers



The Mixer is of the opinion that
this year’s York Sport Presidential
election was too nice. Watching
Sam Asfahani and Rob Newton
gaze adoringly at each other whilst
competing to be the most compli-
mentary was not nearly violent
enough for TM’s tastes. Quite
frankly, it was boring.

Selecting an individual strong
and powerful enough to drive the
machine that is York Sport should
not be decided by something as
weak and feeble as democracy. This
is not Welfare - this is Bad Welfare.

Therefore, we propose that
next year the candidates are bun-
dled into the back of a blacked-out
van at 2am and sped off to a mys-
tery location to be left to fend for
themselves in the wilderness,
armed with nothing more than a
tin of spam, a copy of The Yorkling
and a Crunchie. The surviving can-
didate will be the one that doesn’t
die, or the one who finds their way
back to civilization.

During the ordeal, they will be
forced to listen to the bible read by
Alex Lacy on repeat until they crack
and go running naked into the

ether. They will subsist on whatev-
er they can find and successfully
catch - this will determine if
the candidate is fit enough
to actually be York Sport
President. It gives a new
definition to the fit and
proper persons test.

On the fifth day,
if they make it that
far without transfer-
ring to Democracy and
Services or applying for
a job in their local
Argos, there will start a
series of challenges. The
first will involve con-
structing a 3G pitch from
materials they can gather
in the forest and then
using their powers of per-
suasion to recruit the local
squirrel population to form
teams for the sport of nut
gathering, set to be rati-
fied by York Sport in
2012. This will test their
commitment to participation.

The next test will be learning
Lacymatics. In the unlikely event
that this task is passed, candidates

will be transported to the National
Rail call centre where they wll gain
valuable experience in deflecting
complaints and passing the buck to
the nearest sacrificial lamb.

They will then receive inten-
sive dance lessons to Europe’s
‘Final Countdown’ in prepara-
tion for their mandatory and
humiliating participation in

campus cringe-fest York
Come Dancing.

A crash course in
office politics follows to avoid the
inevitable resentment of having to
listen to your fellow Sabbs ramble
on about nothing in particular in
the YUSU committees you will be
obliged to sit on every Wednesday
when you should be playing
sport/sending e-mails/contra-
dicting yourself or trying to get us
a swimming pool/solarium/run-
ning track/50,000-seater stadi-
um.

Upon completing this sec-
tion, they will receive instruc-

tion in some light typing, sending
mass emails and wearing black and
gold stash because, let’s be honest,
this is all you actually do.

Tee and Neuner lead YUsnow medal rush
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YORK UNIVERSITY Snowsports
proved that although the
University may be small, it is still
strong, at the British Universities
Indoor Snowsports Championships
Finals recently.

The competition saw York
skiers and snowboarders pitched
against the biggest and best teams
in the country at an all day event.
The strong field proved too much
for York in the team dual slalom
events, with the ski team failing to
place after a fierce first race against
Napier University.

The snowboard team of
Thomas Beviss, Ben Ward, Tom
Farrow and Captain Marlies
Neuner fared better however, fin-
ishing a commendable joint fifth in
the knockout style tournament.
They were knocked out by Herriot
Watt University, who went on to
win the competiton.

The individual results were
mixed, but nevertheless produced
some great successes. Opening the
day was the women's ski slalom
event; Steph Campbell-Woodward,
the only female skier York had who

qualified for the finals, skied hard
down a difficult course, finishing in
an excellent 15th place out of 40,
just missing out on the second
round by less than a second.

This was followed by themen's
ski slalom event. Four of York’s rac-

ers - James Lodge, Matt Thomas,
Mike Perkins and Dave Tee - had
finished in the top 16 at the region-
al competition a month earlier in
order to qualify.

The standard at the finals
however was much higher, and only

YUsnow’s Dave Tee on his way to a second place finish at the British
Universities Indoor Snowsports Championships at Castleford recently

COURTESY OF BUSC MEDIA CREW

TheMixer
TM’s York Sport Presidential challenge

So what do we know about the new
top dog in York Sport? Who is this
new man who comes charging
towards the 22 Acres with promise
of an odd man-made grass? TM
feels it is its duty to investigate.

Apparently he is involved with
a sport named American Football.
Seeing as, due to a nasty incident at
customs, TM is banned
from the USA, we have
never encountered this
strange pastime before.
Apparently, it’s nothing like
real football, instead more
akin to Rugby League but with
padding - our neighbours across
the pond obviously not relishing
the pain - and lots of stoppages, so

those annoying adverts and
embarassing performances from
ageing rockstars can be included.

Sam, apparently not realising
that no one likes the sport in this
country, set up the club in York and
the result has been a team that,
despite containing one golden play-
er, struggled to complete a single
pass at Roses last year. So a bit like
the hockey club then.

Oh well, we’ve also heard that
Sam abandoned a top coaching
job in America to take the
York Sport position. TM
predicts that it won’t be

long before that decision starts to
hurt more than any tackle
ever could.

The great Roses exam swindle
I think we all know that our neigh-
bours Lancaster aren’t blessed with
an abundance of intelligence, but
recent events have really perplexed
TM.

After choosing the stage the
tournament on a weekend right
in the middle of our exam
season, Lancaster have
then begun to pull out of a
number of events due to
exams. Clever.

Some have suggested that
Lancaster are chickening out of the
events that they feel they have no
chance of winning. TM doubts this,
if it were true then we would soon
be faced with a very small competi-

tion, perhaps one resembling the
almost annual spanking-of-the-
neighbours that is Varsity.

That said, the whole exam
trick is a cheeky one and York can’t
say that they haven’t pulled it
before. TM suggests that we make

it really difficult for
Lancaster next year, per-
haps staging it outside of
their term time or, better
still, not telling them the

dates at all and playing the
competition without them. No
doubt the score would still be clos-
er than last year. Maybe we should
introduce debating, Scrabble (min-
imum five letters) and IQ tests.

Asfahani’s American adoration

Shhhh! Shhhhhhhh!Shh!
Which Club President has recently
been caught without their under-
wear/dignity/common sense/rail-
card on a trip to Ziggy’s/22 Acres/
Blackburn/church? None of them,
because it never happened.

Which College Rugby player has
been pestering The Mixer in
Gallery/the street/our garden/Peru
with threats of violence/ love/
chips/ litigation? TM is too scared
to reveal.

Which campus newspaper has
finally realised that sport occurs in
between editions? Which other
campus newspaper was there in
the first place but is short of ideas
for these f**king boxes?

www.ey.com/uk/careers

at the YUSU ELECTIONS

Louise Cotrel-Gibbons
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Tee qualified for the second round,
finishing in third place after his
first run down the course.

YUsnow took to the slope to
cheer him on as the top 15 univer-
sity racers in the country prepared
for the second run, just in time to
watch him blast down the slope in
12.93 seconds, to finish the compe-
tition in second place overall.

Pleased with his performance,
Tee said: “It was a great race with
some really good skiers competing
with only hundredths of a second
in it. I was aiming for a top five fin-
ish but after being third of the first
run, I really attacked the second
run, having the fastest second run
out of all the racers and to finish
second overall.”

Lodge, Perkins and Thomas
finished in 19th, 27th and 38th
places respectively, out of more
than 60 racers.

After a quick break for lunch,
it was time for the boarders to take
to the slope. The only individual
snowboarder for York who had
qualified for the finals was Marlies
Neuner.

In the female competition,
'podium regular' Neuner brought
home another medal for York, fin-

ishing in second place after a
seeming effortless, smooth and
confident run.

Commenting on the day,
Neuner said: “Coming fifth is a
very satisfying result, especially as
the team members weren't able to
train together prior to the event.
Team duals heavily rely on practic-
ing starts together and co-ordina-
tion of performance.

“I am pleasantly surprised to
have left Castleford with a silver
medal, proving that weekly train-
ing has paid off, and now I cannot
wait to compete in a BUCS race in
the French Alps this easter.”

YUsnow are now concentrat-
ing their efforts towards the British
University Snowsports Council
Main Event, a week of racing and
freestyle competition in the French
alps at the end of March. They will
be entering ten skiers and four
snowboarders for a range of
events.

This is one of only two oppor-
tunities for snowsports teams to
earn BUCS points for their univer-
sities. After already bringing 12.5
points home in November,
YUsnow has high hopes for more
podium positions.
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Adam Shergold
SPORTS EDITOR

THERE’S NOTHING like return-
ing to a favourite haunt after a tri-
umph – Sam Asfahani, the new
York Sport President, exudes confi-
dence and optimism as he settles
down for a cheeky midday pint in
The Courtyard, the hub of his
beloved Langwith.

It’s the morning after the night
before: empty plastic glasses are
piled high, Scram, from Sesame
Street - the theme of the 2010
YUSU elections – still holds court
at the DJ booth, and the air hangs
heavy with the polar opposites of
fulfilled expectations and shattered
dreams.

The present belongs to
Asfahani though, who talks with
natural excitement and charisma
on the year ahead – the challenge of
controlling York’s 59 clubs, to him,
presents an opportunity, not a
chore. “It’s not really sunk in yet,”
he admits as we sit down. “Wow,
another year.”

Asfahani defeated Rob
Newton by a couple of hundred
votes in one of the most tightly-
fought York Sport elections in
recent times. He was all-too-happy
to expand on his manifesto which
won him this opportunity.

At the core of his five-year
vision for sport at York is the much-
publicised promise to build a 3G
pitch behind the sports centre.
Cynics may baulk at the colossal
costs – upwards of £50,000 –
required for the project, but
Asfahani is adamant that, in a cou-
ple of year’s time, all of the
University’s teams will be benefit-
ing from the new artificial surface.

“I want to deliver on this,” he
said, “and I want every stage of the

planning process to be publicised
so the student body can see that I’m
making progress.” At the moment,
the pitch remains an ambition; it is
merely in the pipeline, nothing
more. However, upon taking the
reins from Emily Scott in July,
Asfahani intends to waste little
time in putting the wheels in
motion. With planning permission
already in place, the logical next
step is to seek the best quote from
contractors, then draw up a feasi-
ble business plan to demonstrate
that, through the campus sports
teams and those all-important
links with the local community, the
idea will generate money.

“By the end of my tenure, I
would like to see the surface under

construction or, at least, have a def-
inite ‘yes’ from all parties involved.”

But the ambition on the facili-
ties front doesn’t end here.
Although slightly irked by his wider
responsibilities in YUSU – time
arguably better spent putting his
sports mandate into action –
Asfahani is planning to form a
powerful triumvirate with Tim
Ngwena, the re-elected President,
and Dan Walker, the new
Democracy and Services Officer, to
push through the much-delayed
proposals for a swimming pool on
Heslington East.

“We don’t have the power or
the money to affect this – it’s all
down to the University and the
local council,” he said. “However, it

Asfahani ushers in new York Sport vision

Sam Asfahani, coach of the University American Football team, has a five-year plan for York Sport

PETER IVESON

Futsallers denied at the death in BUCS Championships

YORK’S FUTSALLERS can take
away some valuable lessons from
this week’s BUCS Championships
in Sheffield, producing an excellent
team effort and valiant perform-
ances in all their games – and very
nearly turning the championships
on its head in the process.

York were faced with the same
challenge as last year - how to over-
come two established sides and an
unknown in their group. This year,
it was student sport powerhouse
Bath and a direct Imperial College
side who stood in the way of a his-
toric Championship berth.

York’s tournament began in
the best possible manner, dominat-
ing Imperial in a 5-1 rout. With
Danny York opening the scoring
with under five minutes on the
clock, York settled in and began to
chip away at their opponents. With
further goals from debutant Alex
Reid, Dom Henney and a double
from Alex Tringham, York ran out
comfortable winners. The one-
sided scoreline only told half the
story, with the York defence and
stopper David Ambrozejczyk in

particular having to make a num-
ber of key saves in order to main-
tain the cushion.

With Sheffield Hallam stun-
ning Bath 4-2 in their first group
game, the second group match
could have sent York through with
a game to spare. In what was an
excellent game of Futsal, York were
made to work to almost the last
kick of the game. 4-3 down with
under a minute to go, York
switched to using a flying goalkeep-
er to create pressure on Hallam
and it finally told at the death. A
pass to the right touchline found
Ash Daly with enough space to get
the shot away and find the left cor-
ner, salvaging a battling point.

A win against Hallam would
have seen York progress to the
Championship – instead they
would face a strong Bath team,
looking for a response to an unusu-
ally slow start. In a game where a
draw would have sent Bath home,
they ran out 6-2 winners over the
White Rose, meaning York finished
third and dropped into the Trophy.

An unkind draw saw York take
on Marjon, a University with for-
midable football and futsal
prowess. To York’s credit however,

they had the advantage over their
sport scholarship counterparts and
raced into a lead after another
excellent finish from Daly.

This lead was, however, to be
fleeting – Marjon’s equaliser com-
ing from a sparingly used, but
equally fundamental attacking
position in futsal – the goalkeeper.
The stopper produced a strike of
majestic quality to drag them level
and another quick Marjon goal
against the run of play had York
playing catch-up. With the black
and gold having the lion’s share of
possession almost until the final
whistle, all that stood between
them and a comeback was a man of
the match performance from the
Marjon stopper.

An equaliser did finally come
York’s way, again at the death of the
match, with Dom Henney showing
a predatory instinct to smash home
a fumbled shot. Yet cruel twists
seem to have plagued York this sea-
son and, much like the FA
Qualifiers at the beginning of the
year, it was a goal with under five
seconds to go that would beat them
- a quick Marjon counter saw them
turn the ball home with almost no
time remaining.

David Ambrozejczyk
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Ben Smith in action during the BUCS Championship qualifiers
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is our duty to campaign for it. York
Sport needs to get more involved
in campaigning for this kind of
thing. We need to ensure that our
sports clubs can take full advan-
tage of it – for instance, providing
markings for octopush games.”

Asfahani also plans to use his
position on YUSU committees to
reinvigorate policies which have
laid dormant since Alex Lacy’s
time in office. “We need to be
pushing for a sports science
department and also a sports
development fund for our elite ath-
letes.”

On the latter point, he is well-
placed to spearhead the campaign,
having coached for the Great
Britain American Football team

for the last few years – one of his
proudest achievements in sport.

“For our top athletes, even
£1,000-£2,000 a year to help with
travel costs would make a huge dif-
ference. However, there is a per-
ception that because these people
play minority sports, they should-
n’t receive a penny. As well as
essential funding, I also want these
people to get the media publicity
they deserve.”

In order to sustain this
though, Asfahani is under no illu-
sions that attracting new sponsor-
ship is essential and laments the
reticence of previous York Sport
committees in chasing up the
funding that could make such an
impact.

“Sports people are the perfect
candidates. They possess the qual-
ities that companies like Deloitte
and KPMG are looking for – team-
work, passion, commitment.”

So far, so ambitious, but the
new President is very conscious of
the day-to-day drudgery and ear-
ache that can come with the job,
saying he will try and spread the
load.

“As Langwith Chair, I learnt
that delegation is an important
skill. I have a large committee and
will be splitting the clubs and the
projects between them. If someone
is enthusiastic and passionate
about something, I will have no
problems in giving them that task
to do.”

The bright spring sunshine of
the morning after the elections is
almost symbolic of Sam Asfahani’s
approach to the duties he is about
to assume. Rather than fretting
about the present state of sport at
York, he is already looking forward
to a radiant future with energy and
optimism.
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A SUPERB SEASON for
York’s female fencers came
to a glorious end on
Wednesday when they
defeated Newcastle
University 123-84 to clinch
promotion to the Northern
Premier League.

However, all of their
hard work this year has been
put in doubt following the
suggestion that the ever-
tightening York Sport budg-
et will not be able to cover
their increased costs next
year. The side have
impressed all year, losing
only once to the University of
Oxford, and always looked
like winning in their final
game of the season. With
added requirements in the
higher league, such as a neu-
tral and fully qualified refer-
ee, there are fears that the
fencers will not receive the
funding they need in order
to compete.

Sarah Aynsley, Press
and Publicity Officer, was
adamant that funding would
not be an issue, regardless of
how much additional sup-
port York Sport would be
able to offer: “I’m not going
to let our women go to this
much effort to have to drop
out because we’re short of
few pounds”, adding that she
would do everything in her
power to raise as much as
money as possible if addi-
tional funding could not be
made available.

Emily Scott, York Sport
President, who was able to
watch the fencers wrap up

Henry Cowen
DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR

Futsal fly the flag
York’s dreams of BUCS
Championships glory were
dashed by a late Marjon goal
in Sheffield

GEORGE LOWTHER
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fought off a competitive
Newcastle side. The side
started off slowly with the
opposition taking the Sabre
45-41.

The class was close
throughout but the quality of
Newcastle’s skipper, Jen
Tillott, shone through as she
defeated Chzhen 6-1 in the
final bout to secure the class
for the away side.

York fought back to
secure the Foil 37-23 follow-
ing some clinical fencing
from Katharine Gracey and
with just the Épée to come
the home side found them-
selves ten points ahead.

The season ended on a
high as the final class went
York’s way, 45-16. Highton,
Gracey and Ellis were all
comfortable as they man-
aged to avoid losing even one
of their Épée bouts. Gracey
described herself as “ecstatic”
as promotion was secured.

Following the win, the
team weren’t about to let
their funding prospects, or
lack of, dampen their spirits
though as they celebrated a
brilliant season. Current,
Captain Kat Chzhen said
that they were “very, very
happy” while Becky Ellis was
“absolutely elated” with the
side’s performance.

Louise Highton, next
year’s Captain, added: “Let’s
hope we do as well next year.”
In order to do repeat this
year’s succeses, the Fencing
club will need the support of
York Sport. Otherwise, it’s
going to be a busy summer
for the girls as they try and
raise the required money to
compete at the highest level.

promotion, played down the
severity of the budget issues:
“When they (the Fencing
Club) make their budget
application, this will be
highlighted and I’m sure
everything will be fine.”

Despite Scott’s opti-
mism, this news comes as an
early hurdle to Sam
Asfahani, the newly elected
successor to Scott. With
some already foreseeing a
tightening of the purse
strings for York Sport, hav-
ing to spend more money on
the Fencing Club would
come as a sizeable blow,
especially with some ambi-
tious plans having already
been promised.

Asfahani commented
on the issue: “We should, if
possible, encourage York
teams that are doing well.”
He also touched upon the
need to bring back the
Sports Excellence Fund for
individual elite performers.

Either way, it is clear
that Aynsley and the rest of
the club are determined that
all their hard work will not
come to nothing.

That hard work was evi-
dent on the day as they

Alcuin take
rugby tens crown
A surprise 15-5 win over
James in the final of the
annual College Rugby
Tens Tournament gave
Alcuin some end-of-
season silverware on
Saturday afternoon.
COLLEGE RUGBY >> P21

Reflections on the BUCS season
and Easter cup final previews
Nouse looks back at the 2009-2010 season,
which witnessed unprecedented success for
the Football and Rugby Clubs, plus superb
performances by many more teams. Also
including previews of the upcoming finals
involving the men’s hockey, women’s volleyball
and men’s lacrosse sides.

Follow Sports
on Twitter

THEWINNERS AND LOSERS IN 2009-2010 >> P20

The Nouse sports team
are now on Twitter,
providing live updates
on campus sport as
well as breaking news
and links to our latest
articles.
SEARCH @NOUSESPORT

Fencers start life
in Premier B with
funding crisis

Into the hotseat: Sam Asfahani
elected York Sport President
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW >> P23
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READERS

EDITORʼS LETTER

It’s that time of year again when oldtrends are kicked out to make way for
the new.As we welcome to our wardrobes

new and experimental items such as clogs
and bumbags, we are simultaneously as-
saulted with the new collections for the win-
ter. Yes, London Fashion Week was upon us
once again. Tess and I headed down to Lon-
don with three photographers from Nouse in
tow, and a handful of invitations each, to
take a look at what is in store for our
wardrobes. If you are interested in fashion,
I know you would have loved to have expe-
rienced the buzz, the innovation, to be able
to physically feel new fabrics and designs
and to experience the excitement before the
first model steps onto the catwalk. This sup-
plement is designed to give you a taste of
what London Fashion Week is all about,
from some of the new design talent on the
catwalk to amazing looks on the street. We
are one of the first publications to print a
supplement on the London Autumn/Winter
10/11 collections, and in my opinion, to do so
as a student newspaper is pretty impressive.
I hope you enjoy the read.

SOFIA REDGRAVE
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tthhee ffrroonntt rrooww.. BBllooggggeerrss wweenntt wwiilldd,, lliigghhttbbuullbbss ffllaasshheedd aanndd mmuussiicc ppuullsseedd.. TThheerree wwaass aa ddeeffiinniittee nnoodd ttoo tthhee oorrii--
eenntt:: ffrroomm mmooddeellss'' wwhhiittee ggeeiisshhaa ffaacceess ttoo tthhee oobbii  ssttyyllee kknnootttteedd lleeaatthheerr bbeellttss.. BBlloocckkss ooff nnaavvyy,, ggoolldd,, aanndd ssttrroonngg
ggrreeyyss wweerree mmiixxeedd wwiitthh tthhiicckk wwoooollss,, ccrreeaattiinngg aann eelleemmeenntt ooff ssttrroonngg 11997700’’ss sseexxiinneessss aanndd ggllaammoouurr..

BELLE SAUVAGE BERNARD CHANDRAN 



BELLE SAUVAGE 
PPaarrttyy lliikkee iitt’’ss 33000000 wwiitthh BBeellllee SSaauuvvaaggee.. VViiccttoorriiaa HHoouussee ssaaww aa kkaalleeiiddoossccooppee ooff ggrraapphhiicc,, ggeeoommeettrriicc ccoolloouurrss ccoomm--
bbiinneedd wwiitthh aa ddaarrkkeerr ggootthhiicc eeddggee.. TThhee nneeww LLoonnddoonn ddeessiiggnn dduuoo VViirrggiinniiaa FFeerrrreeiirraa aanndd CChhrriissttiiaann NNeeuummaann mmiixxeedd
ssttrroonngg oorriiggiinnaall  sshhaappeess wwiitthh iinnfflluueennccee ttaakkeenn ffrroomm AAlleexxaannddeerr MMccQQuueeeenn.. TThhee mmooddeellss wweerree aalliieenn--eessqquuee,, wwaallkkiinngg
tthhee ccaattwwaallkk ttoo aann iinndduussttrriiaall ssoouunnddttrraacckk wwiitthh bbllaacckk wwiinnggeedd eeyyeelliinneerr aanndd hhaaiirr ssccrraappeedd bbaacckk iinnttoo mmoohhaawwkkss -- tthheeyy
sseeeemmeedd uunnttoouucchhaabbllee.. AAllssoo ffeeaattuurreedd wweerree oovveerrssiizzeedd pprrootteecctteedd sshhooeess -- tthhee bbiiggggeesstt ssiinnccee tthhee AArrmmaaddiilllloo.. 



ONES TO WATCH
The best of the upcoming designers 

WWHHOO:: FFlloorreenncciiaa KKoozzuucchh,,
2233,, ffrroomm AArrggeettiinnaa..  CCeenn--
ttrraall SSaaiinntt MMaarrttiinnss ggrraadduu--
aattee lliivviinngg iinn SSttrreetthhaamm
HHiillll..
WWHHAATT:: AA ffoorrwwaarrdd tthhiinnkk--
iinngg,, ssttrroonngg ccoolllleeccttiioonn ccrree--
aatteedd ffoorr aann uunnaaffrraaiidd aanndd
ssttyylliisshh wwoommaann.. MMaattaaddoorr
hhaattss wwiitthh ssppiikkee ddeettaaiilliinngg
wweerree tteeaammeedd wwiitthh mmaattcchh--
iinngg uurrcchhiinn--lliikkee ffeeaattuurreess
oonn ddrreesssseess.. AAllssoo pprreesseenntt
wweerree ssttrruuccttuurreedd kknniittss aanndd
cclliinncchheedd wwaaiissttss.. TThhee
sshhoowwssttooppppeerr wwaass tthhiiss
ccaaggee lliikkee bbuussttiieerr tteeaammeedd
wwiitthh aa sskkiinn ttiigghhtt ppeenncciill
sskkiirrtt aanndd ffiieerrccee sshhooeess.. 
WWHHEERREE:: CCoonnttaacctt tthhee
ddeessiiggnneerr ddiirreeccttllyy..

WWHHOO:: BBooddyyAAmmrr iiss tthhee
bbrraaiinncchhiilldd ooff  AAllii AAmmrr..
HHee ssttuuddiieedd aatt CChheellsseeaa,,
tthheenn MMiiddddlleesseexx aanndd ccrree--
aatteedd hhiiss llaabbeell iinn 22000055
wwhhiillee ssttiillll aatt ccoolllleeggee.. 
WWHHAATT:: AA sslleeeekk aanndd
sseexxyy ccoolllleeccttiioonn mmaaddee uupp
ooff ccllootthheess ddeessiiggnneedd ttoo
fflluuiiddllyy ffoollllooww tthhee ffiigguurree
aanndd llaasstt aa lliiffeettiimmee.. TThhee
ddiirreeccttiioonn wwaass ggllaammoorroouuss
eevveenniinnggwweeaarr,,  ccoommbbiinniinngg
eetthheerraall ssiillkkss aanndd rriicchh
ccoolloouurrss wwiitthh ppoowweerrffuull,,
ooiilleedd mmooddeellss ttoo ggrreeaatt eeff--
ffeecctt.. BBooddyyAAmmrr aallrreeaaddyy
bbooaassttss aa ccuulltt iinntteerrnnaa--
ttiioonnaall ffoolllloowwiinngg..   
WWHHEERREE:: 
NNeett--aa--ppoorrtteerr..ccoomm.. dd..

WWHHOO:: EEuuddoonn CChhooii..  SSeenn--
iioorr DDeessiiggnneerr aatt
TTwweennttyy88ttwweellvvee..  GGrraadduuaatt--
iinngg ffrroomm RRCCAA iinn 22000066,,
tthhiiss iiss hhiiss sseeccoonndd ccoolllleecc--
ttiioonn ffoorr hhiiss oowwnn llaabbeell..
WWHHAATT:: CCoolloouurr ppaalleettttee ooff
kkhhaakkii aanndd ggrreeyy,,  wwiitthh
ssppllaasshheess ooff ccoolloouurr iinn ssoofftt
cchhiiffffoonnss ccoonnttrraasstteedd wwiitthh
mmeettaalllliicc bbuucckkllee ffaasstteenn--
iinnggss..  IIccoonniicc,, ccoonnffiiddeenntt 
ddeessiiggnnss ccoommbbiinniinngg CChhooii’’ss
lleeaarrnneedd mmeennsswweeaarr eellee--
mmeennttss wwiitthh aann uunnddeerr--
ssttaannddiinngg ooff tthhee ffeemmaallee
ffoorrmm ccrreeaatteedd aann ““uunnccoomm--
pprroommiissiinnggllyy ffeemmiinniinnee””
ccoolllleeccttiioonn..  
WWHHEERREE:: 
DDoovveerr SSttrreeeett MMaarrkkeett.. 
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The best of the upcoming designers 

IRIS VAN HERPEN  
EEnnttiittlleedd SSyynneesstthheessiiaa,, aa ccoonnddiittiioonn wwhhiicchh ccaauusseess oonnee ttyyppee ooff ssttiimmuullaattiioonn ttoo eevvookkee aannootthheerr sseennssaattiioonn,, VVaann HHeerr--
ppeenn ddrreeww oonn rraaddiiaattiioonn wwaavveess ttoo eelleeccttrrii ffyyiinngg eeffffeecctt.. FFrreeeemmaassoonnss HHaallll wwaass aabbuuzzzz wwiitthh sshhooww--ggooeerrss aanndd pphhoottoogg--
rraapphheerrss ttrryyiinngg ttoo sseeccuurree ppllaacceess-- aanndd ffoorr ggoooodd rreeaassoonn;; tthhee sshhooww wwaass hheerr bbeesstt ttoo ddaattee.. TThhee ssttaarrtt wwaass mmaarrkkeedd
wwiitthh ssttrroobbee lliigghhttiinngg,, ffooll lloowweedd bbyy aa vviissuuaallllyy eexxcciittiinngg ccoolllleeccttiioonn:: 33DD ssttrruuccttuurreess wweerree bbuuiilltt aarroouunndd tthhee mmooddeellss,,
aawwaasshh wwiitthh sshhiinnyy mmeettaallll iiccss aanndd mmuutteedd ggrraapphhiitteess.. IItt wwaass rreemmiinniisscceenntt ooff ggiiaanntt iinnsseeccttss ggll iisstteenniinngg iinn tthhee ssuunn..  



SSTTRREEEETT SSTTYYLLEE How London dresses for Fashion Week. 

THE NEW
TROUSERS
Legging, hareem or
boyfriend...we don’t
care, just as long as
they are bold, patterned
and coloured. 

8



THE BEST OF THE REST Other looks we loved.

BE BRAVE
Try something
new: bright pop
socks, patchwork,
high tops paired
with leather or bold
knits. Individuality
is key. 
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LLOONNDDOONN,, WWEE LLOOVVEE YYOOUURR SSHHOOEESS..

PAVEMENT
POUNDERS
From clogs to
wedges to lace
ups...we are loving
the new shoes on the
street.  
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......WWEE AALLSSOO LLOOVVEE YYOOUURR MMEENN..
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THE LEADING THREE

WWHHYY IITT
WWOORRKKSS::
We saw a lot of strong,
patterned trousers in and
around Somerset House,
but none were quite as
good as these. The simple
hair and white jacket
counter-balances the
wildness of the print per-
fectly, whilst the shoes
add practicality without
becoming boring. 

WWHHYY IITT
WWOORRKKSS::
The toughness of the
jacket shows that fur can
provide a fierce edge to an
outfit rather than an ele-
gant one. After pairing
with sleek hair and sim-
ple accessories, a winning
look is created- partly be-
cause it doesn’t fit into an
era or niche- showing in-
diviuality triumphs.  

WWHHYY IITT
WWOORRKKSS::
As photographed by Elle
and Vogue, this look
proved that bringing back
dungarees doesn’t always
look dated. According to
the fashionistas the best
aspect of the outfit is eas-
ily the shoes - quirky, fun
and they perfectly compli-
ment the traditional look-
ing hat.  



LLOONNDDOONN’’SS TTRRIIBBUUTTEE ::
AALLEEXXAANNDDEERR MMCCQQUUEEEENN
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AA ffeeww sshhoorrtt wweeeekkss aaggoo II fflliicckkeedd tthhrroouugghh GGrraazziiaa’’ss wweeeekkllyy
ffaasshhiioonn sspprreeaadd aanndd oouuttwwaarrddllyy aaddmmiirreedd AAlleexxaannddeerr 
MMccQQuueeeenn’’ss aarrmmaaddiilllloo sshhooeess -- tthheeyy wweerree tthhee ffuuttuurree.. 
IInnnnoovvaattiivvee ddeessiiggnniinngg ccoommbbiinneedd wwiitthh aa rreeaall ddeeddiiccaattiioonn ttoo
ttaaiilloorriinngg mmeeaanntt tthhaatt MMccQQuueeeenn wwoouulldd uunnddoouubbtteeddllyy bbee rree--
mmeemmbbeerreedd aass aa ggrreeaatt iiccoonn ffoorr BBrriittiisshh ffaasshhiioonn.. HHoowweevveerr,, ttoo
tthhee sshhoocckk ooff tthhee ffaasshhiioonn wwoorrlldd,, hhiiss lleeggaaccyy wwaass ccuutt ttrraaggii--
ccaallllyy sshhoorrtt..

WWhhiillee tthhee mmiixx ooff iinndduussttrryy iinnssiiddeerrss,, mmooddeellss aanndd bbllooggggeerrss
ggaatthheerreedd aatt LLoonnddoonn FFaasshhiioonn WWeeeekk,, tthhee eexxcciitteemmeenntt ffoorr tthhee
uuppccoommiinngg sshhoowwss ccooiinncciiddeedd wwiitthh tthhee ppooiiggnnaannccyy ooff tthhee llaarrggee
ttrriibbuuttee wwaallll wwhhiicchh ssttrreettcchheedd aaccrroossss tthhee rroooomm iinnssiiddee
tthhee BBFFSS ccaattwwaallkk.. MMeessssaaggeess ooff lloovvee,, rreessppeecctt aanndd ssaadd--
nneessss wweerree llaayyeerreedd uuppoonn eeaacchh ootthheerr,, aanndd tthhee oonnee
mmiinnuuttee ssii lleennccee lleedd bbyy HHaarroolldd TTiillllmmaann mmeeaanntt tthhaatt tthhee
nnoorrmmaallllyy bbuussyy,, ffrraannttiicc aattmmoosspphheerree ssttiilllleedd ttoo rreemmeemm--
bbeerr aa ggeenniiuuss.. AAllll tthhoouugghhttss rreettuurrnneedd ttoo wwhhaatt ttrruullyy
mmaatttteerreedd -- tthhee lloossss ooff aa BBrriittiisshh ddeessiiggnneerr wwhhoo hhaadd
ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd eennoorrmmoouussllyy ttoo tthhee LLoonnddoonn ddeessiiggnn sscceennee..

MMccQQuueeeenn wwaass nnoott oonnllyy aa ddeessiiggnneerr bbuutt  aann iinnssppiirraattiioonn..
EEvveenn ffrroomm tthhee oouuttsseett ooff hhiiss ccaarreeeerr,, hhee wwaass ppeerrcceeiivveedd
aass aa ‘‘ ’’ rreebbeell’’ ’’ aanndd aa ddeessiiggnneerr wwhhoo bbrrookkee tthhee mmoouulldd..
TTaakkiinngg iinnssppiirraattiioonn ffrroomm mmuussiicc aanndd eecclleeccttiicc LLoonnddoonn
iinnddiivviidduuaallss,, MMccQQuueeeenn pprroodduucceedd ppiieecceess tthhaatt wweerree
nneevveerr bboorriinngg oorr ddaatteedd.. WWiitthh mmaannyy ddeessiiggnneerrss,, iitt iiss
eeaassyy ttoo ppiinnppooiinntt ccaarreeeerr hhiigghhlliigghhttss,, bbuutt MMccQQuueeeenn’’ss
wweerree nnuummeerroouuss -- hhee wwoonn BBrriittiisshh DDeessiiggnneerr ooff tthhee YYeeaarr
ffoouurr ttiimmeess.. HHiiss sshhoowwss aallwwaayyss mmaaddee yyoouu wwiisshh yyoouu wweerree
tthheerree ttoo wwiittnneessss tthhee mmaannyy ttwwiissttss aanndd ttuurrnnss tthhaatt wwoouulldd
ssuurrpprriissee tthhee ffrroonntt rrooww,, wwhheetthheerr iitt bbee ccaaggeedd wwoollvveess oorr aann
eeeerriiee hhoollooggrraamm ooff KKaattee MMoossss..  

AAlleexxaannddeerr MMccQQuueeeenn’’ss ddeessiiggnnss aarree eexxaammpplleess ooff wwhhyy ffaasshh--
iioonn bbeeccoommeess aa ppaarrtt ooff llii ffee,, wwhhyy ccllootthheess aarree llooookkeedd aatt iinn
yyeeaarrss ttoo ccoommee aanndd lloovveedd,, aanndd wwhhyy ccaattwwaallkk sshhoowwss aarree ssoo
ssppeeccttaaccuullaarr.. AAllll tthhoouugghhttss aarree wwiitthh tthhoossee tthhaatt kknneeww hhiimm
bbeesstt,, aanndd tthheerree iiss nnoo ddoouubbtt hhee wwiillll bbee ssoorreellyy mmiisssseedd..



FASHION FUTURE
THE TWINS
FFeellddeerr FFeellddeerr, the identical sister design duo, be-
came a fixture on the London fashion scene in 2008,
and they have already made waves. First models,
then Central Saint Martin’s (CSM) students, they fi-
nally joined forces to set up their own label which is
proving to be a success. This season they channelled
their signature 90’s grunge whilst combining softer
hues with leather and wool panelling. Citing Dracula
as their inspiration, the girls created a perfect
tomboy-chic collection with a quintessential London
edge. 
AArree yyoouu pplleeaasseedd wwiitthh hhooww tthhee ccoolllleeccttiioonn hhaass
ttuurrnneedd oouutt tthhiiss sseeaassoonn?? Very pleased! All the
hard work has paid off. This was our easiest show so
far - it went unbelievably smoothly. 
DDoo yyoouu hhaavvee aannyy ppaarrttiiccuullaarr ffaavvoouurriittee ppiieecceess
ffrroomm tthhee ccoolllleeccttiioonn?? I know already which piece
we are going to fight about! It is our goats hair coat,
which we produced in white with embellishments on
the shoulder.
YYoouu uusseedd ttoo ddeessiiggnn aacccceessssoorriieess,,  wwhhaatt mmaaddee
yyoouu sswwiittcchh ttoo ccllootthhiinngg?? DDoo yyoouu eevveerr ffiinndd tthheeyy
aaffffeecctt oonnee aannootthheerr?? We always made clothes
alongside our accessories, it was just originally the
accessories that were noticed by our buyers. They af-
fect each other in the fact that sometimes we feel like
using strong embellishment on our clothing, so oc-
cassionally we will look to an accessory or idea for in-
spiration.
WWhhaatt aarree yyoouurr ppllaannss ffoorr tthhee nneexxtt ccoommiinngg sseeaa--
ssoonn?? First sleeping! Then we are based here at Som-
erset House for appointments. Next, we are going to
Paris for Fashion Week and will be featuring in the
showrooms there. It will be a couple of tough weeks
selling the collection, but it will be great. We feel for
the first time we have opening pieces which we can
use to start shows- as an entry point - then it goes on
from there. Everything we’ve always wanted to put
into the collection we did this time.
DDoo yyoouu pprreeffeerr bbeeiinngg iinn PPaarriiss oorr LLoonnddoonn??
London, of course!  

WE HEADED INTO THE BEAUTIFUL ROOMS OF SOMERSET HOUSE
TO CATCH UP WITH SOME OF LONDON’S HOT NEW DESIGN TALENT. 
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FASHION FUTURE
THE SCULPTOR
After Cheryl Cole wore that dress on the X Factor,
DDaavviidd KKoommaa shot to fame. Debuting only
last year his collection that walked the run-
way at Vauxall Fashion Scout further proved
his design credentials. The show saw a step
away from the metallic encrusted dresses
that were popular with stars such as
Lady Gaga and Beyonce, and focused on
strong tailoring in fine fabrics such as
pure wool, leather and suede. The models
looked professional, the photographers
clamoured and Koma can only go from
strength to strength.
SSttuunnnniinngg ccoolllleeccttiioonn..  WWhheerree wwaass
tthhee iinnssppiirraattiioonn ffrroomm tthhiiss sseeaassoonn?? 
Everything came together quite natu-
rally. I was just playing around and
drawing, putting some different lines to-
gether. Also, I looked at some amazing
paintings and sculptures the Italian Futur-
ists  Frotunato Depero and Umberto Boccioni.
I  wanted to make beautiful clothes that would
make girls look stunning with a strange, trian-
gular cut. It creates the effect of something
timeless with a modern edge.
YYoouu’’vvee uusseedd mmuullttii--ccoolloouurreedd zziippss..  HHooww
ddooeess tthhiiss ggoo ffrroomm ccoonncceeppttiioonn ttoo
rreeaalliittyy?? I really like to play with
soft and hard textures. Whilst
being sharp, parts of the construc-
tion still have round, soft edges.
The colours are also experi-
mental - whilst they can be
bright, the zip is still fierce.
WWhheerree ddiidd yyoouu rreecceeiivvee
yyoouurr ddeessiiggnn bbaacckk--
ggrroouunndd?? I did my BA at
CSM and then progressed
onto doing my MA.
II rreemmeemmbbeerr,, aaccttuuaallllyy,,
yyoouurr ffiirrsstt ccaattwwaallkk
sshhooww wwaass rreeaallllyy ssoooonn
aafftteerr yyoouu ggrraadduuaatteedd..
WWhhaatt hhaavvee yyoouu lleeaarrnneedd
aabboouutt tthhee ccaattwwaallkk-- hhaass yyoouurr
aapppprrooaacchh cchhaannggeedd aatt aallll??
When I first graduated, every-
thing seemed to move quickly. My
aim was always to produce a col-
lection I could be proud of, but
now obviously I have matured and
grown as a designer.
AAnnyy ffuuttuurree ccaarreeeerr aassppiirraa--
ttiioonnss?? Working with another de-
sign would be a lot of fun:
Thierry Mugler, for example. His
aesthetic is amazing to me.
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THE GOLDSMITH
CCrraaiigg LLaawwrreennccee studied at CSM, graduating with
a degree in fashion design and knitwear in 2008. He
created the knitwear for Gareth Pugh for the first
six seasons, and cites his career highlight as Tilda
Swinton wearing his designs on the cover of Another
Magazine. However, as much as he has achieved, we
love Lawrence for his willingness to try something
new and his own endearing personality. His
favourite film? Bring it On. If he wasn’t a designer?
Working in a gay bar in Gran Canaria. 
YYoouurr ccoolllleeccttiioonn iiss rreeaallllyy ssttrriikkiinngg..  WWhhaatt iinn--
ssppiirreedd yyoouu?? The original starting point was golden
crowns. I looked at the film Elizabeth, starring Cate
Blanchett, and was really interested and inspired by
empowerment and the idea of being able to compete
on a whim. It was this idea versus children dressing
up with crowns - they dress up without realizing all
the connotations that the crown comes with.
WWaass tthhiiss oonnee ooff tthhee mmaaiinn rreeaassoonnss yyoouu mmaaddee
aallll ooff yyoouurr ccoolllleeccttiioonn ggoolldd,,  aass ttoo ttiiee iinn wwiitthh
tthhee ‘‘ ’’ppoowweerrffuull’’ ’’ iimmaaggee?? Yes, and also the long
lengths used were also to emphasize power. I think
nowadays taller people are more powerful, as they
are more intimidating perhaps.
IIff yyoouu wweerree ttoo ddeessccrriibbee yyoouurr wwoorrkk,, hhooww wwoouulldd
yyoouu ddoo ssoo iinn oonnee sseenntteennccee?? My work is a exper-
imental exploration into the explosive world of
knitwear. 
WWhheerree  ddoo yyoouu sseeee yyoouurrsseellff iinn ffiivvee ttoo tteenn
yyeeaarrss?? I have no idea! But catwalk shows are a pri-
ority, hopefully one day in the BFC tent. 
IIff yyoouu ccoouulldd ppiicckk aa ffaammoouuss ffiigguurree ttoo wweeaarr
yyoouurr ccllootthheess,, wwhhoo wwoouulldd iitt bbee?? Bjork would be
good for the last collection. Lady Gaga has also al-
ready worn a few pieces, and she would look hot in
some of these showing today!

THE TRIO
DDaaggmmaarr, the brainchild of Swedish sisters Kristina, Kari
and Sofia, create versatile, wearable designs for women of
all ages. They are able to create clothes reflecting their own
ages, 20s, 30s and 40s. The sisters have been awarded many
fashion awards, including Best New Designer by Swedish
Elle, for their ability to unite glamour and tailoring with
fine materials.  
WWhhaatt hhaass bbeeeenn yyoouurr iinnssppiirraattiioonn tthhiiss sseeaassoonn??
From a woman called Ida Rubenstein, she lived in Russia,
but travelled to Paris to study ballet in the early 1920's.  She
was very provocative, dancing naked, sometimes only in
veils. She had tons of jewellery and loads of admirers, living
an extravagant lifestyle. But she also started a hospital to
take care of the war veterans showing two sides to her per-
sonality - a masculine and feminine side. We enjoyed put-
ting that together in our clothes to create the collection. 
HHooww lloonngg hhaass tthhee bbrraanndd bbeeeenn aarroouunndd?? It was devel-
oped five years ago, and we are just launching in the UK -
this is our first time at LFW.
HHooww ddooeess tthhee ddyynnaammiicc ooff tthhee tteeaamm wwoorrkk?? We are re-
ally family orientated as Dagmar is actually our grand-
mother's name. She was, herself, a tailor and inspired us to
design and nurtured out interest in textiles. 
WWhheerree ddoo yyoouu sseeee yyoouurr bbrraanndd iinn 55--1100 yyeeaarrss??
It is really nice to be in England - we've had a great response
to the launch so far, so we are looking to expand over here
now. We are quite big in Scandinavia and it would be great
to achieve equal recognition over here too. 



THE ILLUSTRATOR
KKeellllyy SShheeppppaarrdd, an London College of Fashion student, won a compe-
tition pioneered by Vauxhall Fashion Scout   to illustrate live at the shows.
It was judged by Daisy de Villeneuve - a top fashion artist who has illus-
trated for Vogue and the V&A. She said that “Kelly’s illustrations were
strong and bold, giving the characters she had drawn attitude in which
the clothing came alive”.  
WWhhaatt aarree yyoouurr mmoottiivveess bbeehhiinndd iilllluussttrraattiinngg ffaasshhiioonn?? Well, there
are a lot of things you can do with it. It opens up career opportunities,
such as illustrating magazines, but also because it is a way of approach-
ing fashion in a completly new direction, which is individual to everyone
else.  
HHooww ddiidd yyoouu ffiinndd tthhee ttaasskk ttooddaayy?? This is the first time I've illus-
trated a live catwalk show, it's actually quite hard - you only get about
thirty seconds for each model! 
WWhhaatt pprroommpptteedd yyoouurr iinntteerreesstteedd iinn iilllluussttrraattiioonn?? I've been illus-
trating since I was about ten, as well as doing other drawings, but even-
tually I decided that fashion was what I wanted to move into and enrolled
into a course. 
You can follow Kelly’s work on her blog - kellyanna.wordpress.com
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which is  seen onsome of the pieces. One piece would be
cut flat then the colour added with the surroundings.
HHooww lloonngg ddooeess iitt ttaakkee yyoouu ttoo pprroodduuccee aa ppiieeccee??
A long time. Some pieces can take a week, whereas
some can take up to a month. However, the pieces are
for the richer clients. Each aims to give ultimate sati-
faction to the wearer.
WWhheerree eellssee ddoo yyoouurr ppiieecceess aappppeeaarr?? They are very
popular with exhibitions and also for fashion shoots
and magazine spreads.
YYoouu uussee ffuurr ttoo pprroodduuccee ssoommee ooff yyoouurr ppiieecceess.. DDoo
yyoouu eevveerr ffaaccee aannyy hhoossttiilliittyy ffrroomm iinndduussttrryy iinn--
ssiiddeerrss?? I haven’t had any problems really, apart from
a few magazines who have called and asked if I pro-
duce anything that is not made of fur. It has led to a
few refusals from magazines that were initially inter-
ested but hopefully not because they dislike the pieces
themselves.
IIff yyoouu ccoouulldd ppiicckk oonnee ppeerrssoonn ttoo wweeaarr yyoouurr ddee--
ssiiggnnss iinn tthhee ppuubblliicc eeyyee,,  wwhhoo wwoouulldd iitt bbee??
It must be someone like the Icelandic Bjork...she would
be a good person for that.

Søren Bach originally started his career as a hair-
dresser. After 20 years of becoming more and more ex-
perimental and profficent with hair, he decided to
make the transition to millinery, graduating from the
RCA in 2007. His work has already featured in Russian
and British Vogue, Dazed & Confused and POP.   Bach
is still relatively obscure to those not in the fashion
world, but to those in the know, he is considered one of
the most innovative milliners of our time. Bach spoke
to us about his controversial use of fur and his newest
collection, which showed at Copenhagen Fashion
Week, his hometown. 
WWhhaatt wwaass yyoouurr iinnssppiirraattiioonn ffoorr tthhiiss ccoolllleeccttiioonn??
My inspiration was all about the Russian Rose from
Russian scarves. Russian embroidery, boot carving and
dresses all played a part. I’ve looked at the traditional
skills of wood carving and have put this together with
my own technique. It was kind of an older technique
meeting a newer style.
DDooeess tthhiiss mmeeaann yyoouu pphhyyssiiccaallllyy ccrraafftt eeaacchh ppiieeccee
bbeeffoorree sseennddiinngg tthhee iitteemm ttoo tthhee mmaannuuffaaccttuurreerr??
Yes, I did everything by hand, including the dyeing 

THE VIKING
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BBrryyccee AAiimmee arrived from
France in 1998 and quickly se-
cured his honours from CSM in

2005. His made-to-
measure service has been
seen on the likes of Rhi-
anna and Sadie Front, and
his show at On/Off proved
his credible design tal-
ents. 
II ''mm nnoottiicciinngg tthhee uussee ooff
bbootthh ggrraapphhiiccss aanndd tteexx--
ttuurreess iinn yyoouurr ccoolllleecc--
ttiioonn-- wwhheerree ddoo yyoouurr
iiddeeaass ddeevveelloopp ffrroomm?? I've
always liked to take the

graphic approach to my work,
cutting both in and out. I like
my clothes to be flat and well
fitting. Also mono-
chrome and specific lin-
ing played a part.
IIss  tthheerree iiss aa ppaarr--
ttiiccuullaarr wwoommaann
tthhaatt yyoouu lliikkee ttoo

sseeee wweeaarriinngg yyoouurr ccllootthheess??
19

THE
VISIONARY
Although it appears that my clothes are
naturally made for tall people, they can
always be adapted to accommodate every-
one. However, my look is one idea that I
like to rework throughout different sea-
sons. This season, I looked at the style of
the Ancient Egyptians, particularly the
key elements that influenced them.
IItt wwaass aallll vveerryy aanngguullaarr.. ....
The mummies and the wrapping of the
bandages around them interested me. I
was aiming to take the past and make it
look futuristic. 
YYoouu''vvee uusseedd aa lloott  ooff ppuurrppllee-- aannyy
ppaarrttiiccuullaarr rreeaassoonn??
Yes, the aim was to lift the colouring and
they fit well together. I've always wanted
a very compact collection.
WWeerree tthheerree aannyy aaddddiittiioonnaall iinnssppiirraa--
ttiioonnss?? There is a punky feel. Punk was
only 20 years ago but that's not far off
from today; it was me bringing the more
modern feel to the collection. 
AAnndd ddoo yyoouu ttaakkee iinnssppiirraatt iioonn ffrroomm
ssttrreeeett ssttyyllee?? Not really, street style
makes a statement but designing is more
a philosophy. The street is very interest-
ing, but taking a look from the street is
very rare- more of a phenomenon. The
street is a result of something, mainly a
result of personality.
AArree yyoouu eennjjooyyiinngg LLoonnddoonn?? I love Lon-
don. After 11 years here, yes. If I didn't
like it, I would go back, no?
DDoo yyoouu wwaattcchh yyoouurr ccaattwwaallkkss bbaacckk--
ssttaaggee oonn aa ssccrreeeenn??
Yes, we have a monitor, a shit TV- but not
much. I watch it afterwards, but it's not
the same. It's like when you say to a

friend, watch this great show:
but you're using a laptop. 
IItt mmuusstt bbee ssoo ffrruussttrraattiinngg
ttoo nneevveerr sseeee yyoouurr oowwnn
sshhoowwss..  It's like a funeral. You
never get to see your own fu-
neral. It's the same thing.

“Watching a show
is like watching
your own funeral.
You never get to

see it.” 



LLOONNDDOONN 
FFAASSHHIIOONN
WWEEEEKK
DDIIAARRYY
BByy TTEESSSS WWEEBBBB

2.30 Ashley Isham - by far the longest queue
yet, seems like this is a popular one. Time to
get sneaky and slide by a few people to make
sure I get in as we’ve managed to secure a
backstage pass as well as a front of house pass.  
5.30 Dreams of another cupcake are dashed
by the far more exciting prospect of being able
to get into Ones to Watch. We spy Susie Bub-
ble, of blogging fame - the four designers don’t
disappoint, although Susie doesn’t look overly
impressed! The strongest look is an opened
backed dress fringed with spikes which fits the
model perfectly. 
7.00 Sofia and I are bracing the final frontier
(this being the walk from the tube to home)
and a couple of men fall out of the pub. After
shouting some garbled rubbish, they finish
with  ‘’It’s not my fault that you’re wearing a
pencil skirt!’’ How he knows that what I’m
wearing is, in fact, a pencil skirt, I don’t know,
but it makes for a funny end to a successful
first day.

DDaayy TTwwoo
10.00 A slightly later start but no less hectic
a day as we arrive to take on Day Two. I begin
by successfully making a fool out of myself by
mistaking a designer to be the attendant of the
locker room.
10.30 To be successful at Fashion Week dele-
gation is the key - which often means the Fash-
ion Team are at different locations to ensure
we get maximum coverage of all the shows.
This sometimes means running between
Bloomsbury House and the Freemasons build-
ing, but often that’s the fun part - as Sofia likes
to say ‘’pavement pounding.’’
11.00 I pavement pound my way to On/Off for

DDaayy OOnnee
9.00 Arrive at Somerset House, the new venue
for this year’s London Fashion Week. The his-
torical background contrasts with the mood -
an excitement, a quiver in the air. The first
person that catches my attention is a man
wearing the most amazing studded leather
jacket.
9.30 So, we are inside Paul Costelloe - the
shows opener at the British Fashion Council
Tent. Music plays, the venue is spacious yet
packed. Photographers clamour and push to
get viable positions right at the end of the run-
way. The lights dim...
10.30 The one minute silence for Lee Mc-
Queen, announced by Harold Tilman, is even
more poignant due to the amazing memorial
wall behind us. 
11.00 After dashing out of the venue to give a
ticket to Sofia, it’s back inside for Catherine
Charles. The final model appears in a sweep-
ing black wedding dress and is promptly
robbed of her veil by her ‘’bridesmaids’’ wearing
short gold shifts.
11.30 Time to move venues. The catwalks are
close to each other, but far enough away to
mean that running can become a necessity!
Freemasons is quite spectacular - think ar-
mour and stained glass windows. It’s time for
Prophetik and we’re seated - prime seats for
people watching. For the first time today, mod-
els in denim...it goes perfectly with the live
band feel of the venue.
12.00 Upstairs to the Media Centre - cupcakes
and having a check online is the drill before
heading off again.  
2.00 Ramon Gurillo - our first show at On/Off
accommodating staff, amazing make up! Man-
age to grab a model outside the toilet (classy)
for a quick interview. 
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the first show of the day, the anticipated Bryce
Aime. Street style is already impressive, my
favourite being a girl wearing an amazing black and
gold brocade skirt.
11.30 Come out quite awestruck. I’m feeling
shabby - spotted a silly amount of Burberry heels.
What I particularly enjoyed about Bryce Aime was
the way shapes were built around the models: the
stand out piece was a purple suit with boxes at-
tached to the perimeter.
12.00 Our next show, Romina Karamena, is in an
unusual location: an underground nightclub. I’m
seated next to a blogger who is amazing - African,
tall and wearing a belted maxi dress. She immedi-
ately points out the truth - the location is small and
the space is poor for the photographers. I’m not im-
pressed with the show - too many dark colours!
1.00 We run to the Bernard Chandran show and
get in quite quickly. The models look ethereal - their
faces are painted white with varying colours of lip-
stick, amazing!
1.30 Back to what has become our base, Vauxhall
Fashion Scout. After encountering a horrendously
drunk man, it’s downstairs to the foyer, photogra-
phers in tow. Iris Van Herpen causes some distress
as strobe lighting is used, meaning the photogra-
phers have the almost impossible job of trying to
capture a picture in the flashes. The guy next to me
is frantically BBMing: saying LOLOLOLOL contin-
uously without actually laughing but he describes
the show perfectly: “It’s like a paper shredder has
met fabulous material and it’s all been put back to-
gether again, but it works.’’
2.00 We all rendezvous back at Somerset House
and everything is feeling a bit more familiar now.
I’m getting used to being surrounded by such an
eclectic mix of people: models, designers, press and
buyers. Browsing the exhibition is amazing: all the
clothes are kept in pristine conditions. I have a chat
with the leading man, Clive at BodyAmr, who is
welcoming and clearly passionate about his busi-
ness. Interestingly, he says that the hardest thing
about the catwalk show was putting together the
music score.
2.30A bit of a break! So far we haven’t managed to
eat and Justyn has been denied his London Sushi
Bar experience. Sitting down is quite welcome.
4.00 Jacob Kimmie show. I get a bit overexcited at
seeing Pandemonia, a 7ft tall icon who describes
herself as the ultimate fashionista. The show itself
is eccentric, the last model enters holding a baby
who is the four month old son of one of the back-
stage crew. Kimmie himself looks ecstatic.
8.00 It’s our biggest show so far, PPQ. George is
outside the catwalk paparazzi style, but we’ve got
bigger problems. They don’t want to let our photog-
rapher, Justyn, in. Before I know it, I’m trained and 

ready to take the photos of the catwalk. As I be-
come increasingly nervous that I may break the
camera in some way, we manage to sneak Justyn
in. Although the show is slightly slated by the
Press, you can’t help but admire the tailoring.

DDaayy TThhrreeee
10.00 Off the tube, and nightmare of all night-
mares, it’s raining. For those who don’t have a per-
son to hold an umbrella with them, it’s time for
awful hair and ruined blue suede shoes.
10.30 All the photographers are in different
places so I head off to the Welsh Designers Col-
lective which has the best goody bag so far. How-
ever, the show is not up to scratch; the designs
aren’t overly appealing although I do like a long T-
Shirt depicting Henry VIII. 
11.00 Only able to grab the last 10 minutes of El-
liot J.Frieze. The leather aviation hats get a big
cheer. 
1.00 Justyn and I return to VFS as the exhibition
has opened it’s doors - meaning we can have a look
at all the clothes that were in the shows yester-
day. I manage to grab a quick interview with an
assistant, Chloe. Begin to wish I were a million-
aire. 
2.00 Blisters.
3.00 Two photographers in tow - George already
backstage at Falguini and Shane Peacock. A remix
of Billie Jean keeps the mood upbeat as the mod-
els appear in creations that are coloured yet bro-
ken, there is a reptilian feel to the clothes which is
exciting. It’s all topped off by crimped hair and a
standing ovation for the designers.
4.00Meet at Somerset House. Mia’s joined us, re-
ally cool to have another member on board and
there to take pictures of hidden celebrities, such
as Janet Jackson. There is still more to be done,
but for catwalk shows, no more.... until next year!
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Pixie Lott @
PPQ

Peaches Geldof
@ Somerset
House

Susie Bubble @
Ones to Watch

Alexa
Chung @
Topshop
Unique

Rachel
Stevens @
BodyAmr

Nicola
Roberts @
Topshop
Unique
&VFS

Olivia Palmero @
Topshop Unique 

Jodie Harsh @
PPQ

TThheeyy ccaammee,,
tthheeyy ssaaww,, wwee
jjuuddggeedd
((hhaarrsshhllyy)),, tthheeyy
lleefftt ((wwiitthhoouutt 
mmaakkiinngg tthhee bbeesstt
iimmpprreessssiioonn)),,
bbuutt hheeyy,, aannyy
pprreessss iiss ggoooodd
pprreessss!!

Jo Wood @
PPQ
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YYoouu aarree 
ccoorrddiiaallllyy 
IINNVVIITTEEDD

ttoo......
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