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“It’s the boys who keep talking about love. 
It makes it difficult to run my sex life the way I want”

NNOOUUSSEE

Students charged
for dyslexia tests
FROM AUGUST, students who
take dyslexia tests and are sub-
sequently found to be dyslexic
will have to pay £250. Current
policy ensures that the Access to
Learning Fund (ALF) pays for
the cost of all dyslexia tests.
YUSU Welfare Officer, Ben
Humphrys, has displayed strong 
disagreement. >> NEWS P3

Goodricke build-
ings ‘unbearable’

THE QUALITY of buildings in
the new Heslington East 
expansion has been questioned
this week as numerous students
have complained about cracks
in the wall, plaster on the ceil-
ings, and “unbearable” levels of
heat. >> NEWS P6

JCRCs to pay for
table costs
ANGER HAS been sparked in
YUSU this week, after it was
revealed that the University
bought heavy tables for
Derwent bar, and then 
suggested that the college pays
half the charge to remove them
for certain campus events.
YUSU displayed strong opposi-
tion to the tables.  >> NEWS P3

College Cup 
enters semi-finals

THE COLLEGE Cup enters its
semi-final stage this week with
defending champions Alcuin
taking on Halifax, and Vanbrugh
playing Derwent, after a group
stage which produced 147 goals
in 40 matches. >> SPORT P24 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS at
the University have spoken out
against drivers and conductors on
FTR buses, stating that they treat
foreign students “like second class
citizens.”

The accusations come after  a
Ph.D student lodged an official
complaint against the bus company
First, alleging that he saw two
female Chinese students     “intimi-
dated and verbally assaulted” by a
conductor on an FTR bus last
week.

Since then, many other inter-
national students have spoken to
Nouse, claiming that they have
faced similar discrimination.

A spokesperson for FTR stated
that the company are “very con-
cerned about any allegations made
against our staff ”, and said that
they will “investigate thoroughly”. 

However, they refused to
respond to anything other than the
one official complaint made to
them, despite many international
students bringing similar incidents
to light. 

The spokesperson said that  “if
an incident is brought to our atten-
tion we will take it very seriously”
and that “when [they] have a defi-
nite allegation against someone
then [they] will take action.”

One international student has
described FTR’s bus drivers and
conductors as “systematically
racist”, and claims that staff “do
everything in their power [to]
make it difficult for foreign stu-
dents to use the buses.”

Omar Aziz, stated that he has
“sat on the bus before and watched
staff give home students change for
a £20 note, but when they get to an
Indian student or a foreigner they
say they don't even have change for
£5 and make the foreign student
get off the bus.”

According to the student who
lodged the original complaint, the
incident he witnessed took place
when two Chinese students tried to
buy a couple of return tickets with a
£10 note.

The student, who was sitting

close to the Chinese girls, says that
the conductor refused to serve
them, claiming she didn’t have
enough change. 

She is alleged to have “stood
over the girls laughing, rolling her
eyes and using the language barrier
as a source of entertainment…
barking and intimidating them for
over ten minutes.”

He continued to tell Nouse
that he was “very unhappy with the
intimidation”, stating that the con-
ductor “was picking on them sim-
ply because they were Chinese.”

The student claims that when
he attempted to resolve the situa-
tion, the conductor began to ver-
bally abuse him too. 

He asked for the member of
staff ’s name, in order to lodge a
complaint against her, but she
refused to give him anything other
than her first name, claiming that
there “loads” of people with the
same forename as her working for
the company, and stating that “they
won't know who I am anyway.”

The student alleges that the
bus conductor continued to “shout”
at him until he eventually turned
away, saying, “I’m not going to talk
to you anymore”, and putting his
headphones in his ears. 

He then claims that the con-
ductor ripped the headphones out
of his ears, shouting “you’re pathet-
ic” at the student.

He has sinced lodged an offi-
cial complaint regarding the inci-
dent with FTR buses. The student
stated: “If it was me in [the inter-
national students'] position in a
foreign country where the language
wasn't your first language, I'd hope
that someone would stand up for
me. 

“I wasn't going to let someone
abuse their power and intimidate
some of the most vulnerable stu-
dents on campus.”

He continued to say he was
“not hopeful that anything will
come out of my complaint”, adding
that: “This is just classic FTR. No
customer service.”

Victoria Lee
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

FTR ‘racist’
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Further to this incident, a number
of students from York’s internation-
al student community have spoken
to Nouse about the derogatory
treatment they have previously
received from FTR staff.

Aziz stated that although him-
self and his friends “did use the
buses last year”, now they “just use
[his] car.”

Aziz claims that soon after he
moved to York, he tried to take an
FTR bus to Morrison’s. After
explicitly asking the bus driver
which stop to get off at, “the driver
told me to get off three stops before
Morrison’s on purpose so I had to
walk for a long time.”

He continued to say that he
believes that FTR staff “don't like to
talk with foreigners.” He continued
to explain: “I’ve watched them on
the buses before being very unhelp-
ful to foreign students one
moment, and then very helpful to
home students the next.

“If I forget the right change
then they won’t let me on the bus. If
a home student doesn’t have the
right change they are allowed to
ask other passengers to change a
note.”

Another international student,
who wished to remain anonymous,
stated: “International students
should be as valid as home stu-
dents, yet we are treated like sec-
ond rate citizens everywhere. We
pay more than double the amount
of tuition fees that home students
pay and we spend so much money
in this country on living expenses
like food – even on buses - yet we
are still treated like we shouldn't be
here.”

A second-year English student
also spoke to Nouse about a similar
incident which they had witnessed
last year.

“I was on the bus and there
were some foreign students who
were trying to buy a day travel tick-

et. They did not know the precise
name of the ticket, just as many
home students probably wouldn’t
have, but the conductor was being
really pedantic and petty about it.

“They wouldn’t serve the stu-
dents and kept pretending not to
understand what they wanted, even

though it was quite obvious to
everybody else on the bus what the
students were getting at.”

The student told Nouse that
they then intervened and explained
to the conductor what the students
were “clearly trying to say.”

“Eventually they gave them a
ticket,” the student continued, “but
their whole attitude was just really
patronising and horrible.

“They didn’t have any time for
the foreign students even though
they were being perfectly polite and
aimiable. It really was disgraceful
and I wish I had lodged a formal
complaint at the time.” The student
who made the complaint to FTR
continued: “International students
use the FTR buses more than home
students.

YUSU Welfare Officer Ben
Humphrys has also spoken to
Nouse, stating that he is “disgust-
ed” and describing the reported

incidents as “completely unaccept-
able for any bus service, let alone
one serving an international
University campus”.

He continued to say that he
will be “following this up with the
company directly” and expects a
“swift change in their attitude if
they’re going to continue to serve
students at York”.

Charlotte Clisby, a home stu-
dent studying Theatre, Film and
Television echoed Humprhys’ feel-
ings, saying “I don’t want to be
associated with a bus company
whose staff seem to think they are
working on 1950s buses in some
segregated South American state.”

The University refused to
comment on the issue, stating that:
“This is an employment issue for
First, the operators of FTR.”
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Two of the world’s most distin-
guished art historians, T.J. Clark
and Anne Wagner, are to join the
University of York’s History of Art
department in October this year.
Their official roles will be that of
‘Visiting Professors’ and they will
be part of the faculty for three
years. Professor Mark Hallett,
head of the department, is thrilled,
stating that it is “extremely excit-
ing - they are two of the world’s
greatest and most famous art his-
torians”.
Both widely published figures,
Wagner and Clark currently hold
posts at the University of
California, Berkeley.

Campus-wide audit
to be conducted
A campus-wide accommodation
audit is to be conducted after a
recent survey in Langwith found a
high proportion of rooms had
faults.
One-third of Langwith residents
were surveyed by their JCRC and
the Union Council, with approxi-
mately 60% reporting something
wrong with their accommodation.
Plans have also been laid out to
create an online system for report-
ing problems.
Suzy Dodd, YUSU Campaigns
Officer, stated: “The general con-
sensus is that students don’t know
how to report problems. This sur-
vey has highlighted the need for
an effective and simple online
reporting system.”

World renowned art
historians join York

GSA to rebrand in
same vein as YUSU
The Graduate Student Association
(GSA) have announced plans to
have their organisation re-branded
with the help of an outside market-
ing agency in an attempt to
respond to a lack of awareness of
the GSA on campus.
Areas such as welfare, campaigns,
and events will be given their own
logo and colour, similar to YUSU's
designs. There will also be a com-
pletely new website, whilst the
GSA are also looking into setting
up a link on the VLE. The GSA
would also like to be able to hold
it's own elections and surveys on
the site which it currently does not
have the capability to do so.
RReeppoorrttiinngg bbyy ZZaahhrraa LLaattiiff,, AAddaamm
SShheerrggoolldd,, RRaacchheell BBaannnniinngg--LLoovveerr..
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Britain already boasts some of the most
restrictive firearms laws in the world, but
do the Cumbria shootings justify further
restrictions on ownership, BBeenn GGaassccooyynnee
asks?
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Staff of the bus company FTR have been accused of racist behaviour towards foreign students 

“I don’t want to be associated
with a bus company whose staff
seem to think they are working
on 1950s buses in some segre-
gated South American state.”

Theatre, Film and Television student
Charlotte Clisby

“International students should
be as valid as home students, yet
we are treated like second rate
citizens everywhere. We spend
so much money in this country
on living expenses like food -
even on buses - yet we are still
treated like we shouldn’t be
here.”

Anonymous international student

>> Continued from front
JUSTYN HARDCASTLE
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Clubs such as theYork Hornets are finding it increasingly difficult to find flat floor space to use on campus

Free dyslexia tests to be charged at £250 next year

YUSU outrage as University buy ‘immovable’
tables for Derwent and ask JCRC to pay costs

Camilla Apcar
NEWS REPORTER

Lacy proposed date changes

THE YORK HORNETS

www.ey.com/uk/careers

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE

THERE HAS been outrage
amongst YUSU this week following
the University’s decision to buy
heavy tables for the new Derwent
bar, and their subsequent sugges-
tion that the college should pay half
the charge for the required porter-
ing involved to move them for cer-
tain events. The total could amount
to £80.

This comes after heavy opposi-
tion frommembers of Derwent and
YUSU, who originally displayed
strong opposition to the purchasing
of the tables.

The new tables for Derwent
bar will require two fully-trained
staff, such as porters, to be moved.
The tables were purchased despite
both YUSU and college wishes to
purchase folding tables on castors
instead. Commercial Services
believe that the tables would take
two porters to move and that it
would take four hours to clear the
new tables.

This would equate to a porter-
ing cost of £160 to move the tables
for any event during the week,
which Commerical Services have
suggested that the JCRCs should
pay half of, despite their opposition
to the new furniture.

The “moveable” tables, which
were originally proposed, can be
easily moved by one untrained per-
son, allowing students to clear
areas for events themselves with
ease and at no extra cost.

Jon Greenwood, Director of
Commercial Services, stated that
the University made the decision
“to replace the tables with tables
with legs on” as “the students broke
them all by jumping on them”. He
continued to say that they will
replace the old tables with ones
with “no moveable parts in”, with

Charlotte Hogarth-Jones
EDITOR

the hope that “they will survive the
abuse they get”.

However, their decision has
been described as “pretty disap-
pointing” by Lewis Bretts, YUSU
Democracy and Services Officer,
who stated that Commerical
Services are “trying to pass on the
cost of their poor decisions onto
already cash-strapped JCRCs.” He
continued to say that “YUSU are
increasing their support for col-
leges over the next year” and that
“it’s a shame Commerical Services
aren’t doing the same”.

Holly Burton, Derwent
College Chair, has also spoken
about the issue. She stated: “The
first I heard about the tables being
an issue was at the Bar Focus
Group meeting. The issue should
have been brought to the JCRC’s
attention.”

Burton stated that she thought
the only event likely to be affected

by the cost of moving the tables
would be the popular Freshers’
Week event ‘Slag ‘N’ Drag’, which
takes place during the week when
the tables would need to be moved
back straight away for the next
morning. However, she stated that
“with the amount of money Club D
events bring to the bar, I think that
the £80 should be paid by
Commerical Services”, describing
the cost as “a small sacrifice for the
vast amount of money JCRC events
bring the bar throughout the year.”

Baxter Willis, Derwent Bar
Rep, was present at the Bar Focus
Group meeting. Willis has also
echoed Bretts’ feeling about
Commerical Services, stating that

“they made this mess so they can
pay for it”.

He also confirmed that none of
the JCRC were “informed or con-
sulted about any refurbishments
officially” and that they “had to find
out through hear say”, adding that
“it was clear that Lewis Bretts sug-
gested a more sensible type of
table” but that it was “to no avail”.

The decision to buy the heavier
tables has also frustrated Rhianna
Kinchin, YUSU Student Activities
Officer, who highlighted a much
larger problem within the
University, which is the lack of
available flat floor space.

She revealed that a high per-
centage of societies, such as Pole

Exercise, Cheerleading and
Aerobics, are currently struggling
to find rooms in which to practice
due to the lack of flat floor space at
the University. Tables on castors in
Derwent Bar would have allowed
them to use the space for activities,
which they now cannot.

Kinchin stated that she was
“astounded to see Commercial
Services suggesting that we
reduced the number of societies
before they invest in movable
tables.”

She stressed that “the cost of
wear and tear for tables is the cost
of providing facilities for our stu-
dents”, accusing Commerical
Services of “putting up barriers to

the development of student activi-
ties”, and stating that “the
University must get its priorities
right if this institution is to uphold
its reputation for student activities.”

Pro Vice-Chancellor for
Students, Jane Grenville, has
defended Commercial Services,
stating that she does “not think that
there was malice in the decision.”

She commented that “they had
had several criteria that they need-
ed to address”, citing “several thou-
sands of pounds worth of damage
that was done in the Autumn Term
porters protest” as one of them.

YUSU Student Activities Officer
Rhianna Kinchin

“The cost of wear and tear for
tables is the cost of providing
facilities for our students”
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COMMENT >> Page 14

FROM AUGUST, dyslexia testing
at the University of York will cost
£250 for all students who are sub-
sequently found to be dyslexic.

Current policy ensures that the
Access to Learning Fund (ALF)
pays for the cost of all dyslexia tests.

A draft proposed by Steve
Page, Director of Student Support
Services, at last week’s Student
Services Committee (SSC) meeting
suggested that no student should
receive a refund for dyslexia test-
ing, regardless of the result of his or
her test.

The discussion during the
course of meeting included opposi-
tion held by Ben Humphrys, YUSU
Welfare Officer, who argued that

the proposition would “disincen-
tivise people from applying [for
dyslexia support], either through
cost or a fear that they might end
up spending £250 and getting

nothing back.”
All students may apply to the

ALF, which is available to “help stu-
dents in hardship”. Applications
made by those awaiting dyslexia
testing will “be classified as high
priority” and a decision will be
made within one working week to
determine if they are eligible for
hardship funding.

Other members of the Student
Services Committee, including Rob
Aitken, Derwent Provost, voiced
their concerns over the implica-
tions of charging for a test which
could impact individual academic
results.

Aitken was keen to emphasise
dyslexia screening as a platform for
students’ own “improvement
through understanding of their
potential”. Aitken has also com-
mented that “overall I think the

principle of charging those who can
afford is fine, provided it does not
impact on the number of people
getting tested.”

Page explained: “We are seek-
ing to offer financial help to stu-
dents requiring psychological tests
on the same basis that we offer
financial help to other students
who request financial help for any
other reason.”

The final decision made by the
SSC was that all “students requir-
ing psychological assessment will
need to meet the cost [£250] of the
assessment themselves”, and will
receive a guaranteed reimburse-
ment only if results show that they
are not dyslexic.

Any separate reimbursement
for students facing financial hard-
ship will be means-tested. A review
of the new system will be brought

by Page to the SSC next June.
The proportion of the ALF

used to pay for dyslexia testing has
increased to over 22 per cent since
2005/6. Due to an £89,000
decrease in the ALF allocation in
the past four years, Student
Support Services deemed that “con-
tinued automatic use of ALF to
cover these costs has become
unsustainable,” as a sustained num-
ber of students are still applying for
money to compensate for other
hardships.

Humphrys has since remarked
that “this new system needs to be
monitored closely; I fear that we
will see a stark drop in applications
for dyslexia support despite the
concessions we won, with a knock
on effect for students at York.”

COMMENT >> Page 12
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Sabbatical Officers’ annual

BEN HUMPHRYS:
WELFARE “Sometimes it seems
like Sabbs just do this stuff alone.
We don’t; Equality Welfare and
Diversity Committee deserves real
credit in everything that’s hap-
pened this year, they’re the engine
behind the welfare campaign and
(often) the motivation that keeps
me working!”

EMILY SCOTT: YORK
SPORT PRESIDENT “Club
budgets. Lacy-matics.” “Playing
season. Rain then snow. Finances.
Addressing membership.” “Roses.
Roses. Roses. Defeat. Re-ratifica-
tions. Grant applications.
Swimming pool. Scott in Sport.”
“Good luck Sam Ashfahani!”

TIM NGWENA:PRESIDENT
“Sabbatical Officers and part-time
Officers have a mandate to defend
the interest of students and that is
the strongest focus of what we
do... I look forward to carrying on
with this work over the summer
and next year. Please view my offi-
cer blog for a full update on this
year and the next year.”

-- Ngwena has not provided ““aann iinnffoorrmmaall ffoorruumm ffoorr ssttuuddeennttss ttoo ccoommee aanndd ttaallkk”” ddiirreeccttllyy ttoo hhiimm oonn aa FFrriiddaayy eevveenniinngg.. He has tried to justify his fail
ure to fulfil this policy: “It would be misleading to give the impression that only myself as an Officer would be present”, saying that throughout the 
consultation process in many of his campaigns this year he has provided forums for discussion with students on a one-to-one basis.

-- The pprroovviissiioonn ooff ggrreeaatteerr aaccaaddeemmiicc rreessoouurrcceess has been reliant on the current refurbishment of the library, “to improve the space, certain areas of the
library have to have been closed, reducing space,” explained Ngwena. He believes that alongside the construction of the ‘New Building’, “at the begin-
ning of the next academic year, students will begin to reap the benefits of the changes.” 
-- Ngwena promised to pprroommoottee ggrreeaatteerr ““eennttrreepprreenneeuurriiaall ddrriivvee ffrroomm ssuubbsseettss ooff YYUUSSUU..”” He has admitted that their gaining greater financial independ-
ence has not specifically resulted from his own actions as President. He reasons, however: “It would be naive to think that the indirect advice and sup-
port we give to colleges has no value. I would argue in some cases it’s invaluable,” citing “when we won the battle to keep Derwent bar open.”

-- One initiative which has pprroovviiddeedd aa hhiigghh ssttaannddaarrdd ooff wweellffaarree aanndd sseerrvviicceess ffoorr ssttuuddeennttss oonn HHeesslliinnggttoonn EEaasstt, alongside supporting their ““iinntteeggrraattiioonn
wwiitthh ssttuuddeennttss ffrroomm mmaaiinn ccaammppuuss”” has been through securing free bus travel between the two campuses.
-- Through “better events”, such as weekly quizzes, the use of the Union bar has been increased, alongside “society involvement with better offers”.
-- RReessttrruuccttuurriinngg ooff tthhee YYUUSSUU wweebbssiittee..
-- ““WWee nneeeedd ttoo ccaammppaaiiggnn ffoorr mmoorree ddiivveerrssee ggrraadduuaattee rreeccrruuiitteerrss ttoo rreefflleecctt tthhee nneeeeddss ooff oouurr ssttuuddeennttss,, eessppeecciiaallllyy iinn tthhee ccuurrrreenntt eeccoonnoommiicc cclliimmaattee,,”” stated
one of Ngwena’s pledges. This policy was actualised through YUSU’s ‘Employability Week’ campaign, led by Rhianna Kinchin and Charlie Leyland.
Ngwena has stated that: “I may have not been the front facing Officer but much of what we do as Officers happens behind the scenes.”
-- Providing ggrreeaatteerr ffuunnddiinngg ttoo ccoolllleeggee ssppoorrtt..
- The YUSU President pledged to iinnttrroodduuccee aa vvaarriieettyy ooff ““wwoorrkksshhooppss iinn aassssoocciiaattiioonn wwiitthh llooccaall sseerrvviicceess,, UUnniivveerrssiittyy ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss aanndd UUnniioonn aaffffiilliiaatteess”” such
as ““mmoonneeyy mmaannaaggeemmeenntt,, hheeaalltthhyy lliivviinngg,, aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn,, sseellff ddeeffeennssee aanndd ssttuuddyy sskkiillllss..””  Realised examples of these include the ‘Grub Club Cooking Bus’
and ‘Crime Week’, run in conjunction with the local police service.
--Making a ““ccoosstt--eeffffeeccttiivvee,, vviiaabbllee ppllaann ffoorr tthhee ppeerrmmaanneenntt rreellooccaattiioonn ooff tthhee SSttuuddeenntt CCeennttrree ttoo LLaannggwwiitthh aass wweellll aass tthhee ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn ooff aa llaarrggeerr ssttuuddeenntt
vveennuuee oonn ccaammppuuss”” was achieved through the formulation of a Space Strategy Plan. 

-- PPuubblliicciissiinngg bbeetttteerr uussee ooff tthhee MMaaggiicc BBuuss aanndd tthhee NNiigghhtt BBuuss..
-- Whilst Humphrys has researched the pprroovviissiioonn ooff aa nneettwwoorrkkiinngg aaccccoouunntt ttoo ppuutt ssttuuddeennttss iinn ccoonnttaacctt wwiitthh ppootteennttiiaall llaannddlloorrddss, he openly admits: “I have
not been able to deliver a system for contacting future or current tenants... due to the increased restrictions of data protection”. The Welfare Officer
would prefer to focus on accrediting “the private sector accommodation list and to throw landlords who violate its terms” off of the list.
-- An eexxtteennttiioonn ooff ppoorrtteerriinngg hhoouurrss: Humphrys has failed in fulfilling this policy, describing the current long-term campaign as “work in difficult times.
- with a number of big financial pulls.” Despite the major cuts in Vanbrugh and Derwent Colleges, he is “hopeful we’ll see a better system next year and
will have long term success in getting 24-hour porters in every college.”

  -- Humphrys promised to ttaarrggeett tthhee HHeeaalltthh CCeennttrree aass aann aarreeaa ffoorr cchhaannggee. Issues of space and capacity remain, the Welfare Officer is “hopeful that we
are finally making progress on this formerly intransigent issue”, as a student survey is currently being conducted to inform future changes.
-- One of Humphrys’ policies was to wwoorrkk oonn tthhee ddiissppaarriittyy bbeettwweeeenn tthhee aaccccoommmmooddaattiioonn aanndd iittss ccoossttss. He claims that refurbishment of Heslington West
“remains far too slow”, but has devised an accommodation fault reporting system and is “badgering the personnel in estates responsible”, in order to
make sure it is put into place in the future.
-- Humphrys is still finalising his plans to ppuubblliicciissee oonn--ccaammppuuss pphhaarrmmaacceeuuttiiccaall pprroovviissiioonn. He is optimistic for delivery of pharmaceutical items to cam-
pus to be in place within a year, with three chemists in driving distance of the university: “Market forces will be on our side.”

-- CCoo--oorrddiinnaattiinngg YYUUSSUU wwiitthh llaarrggee ssttuuddeenntt oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss has been promoted through branding the of the ISA as a subset of YUSU and having a GSA
away day.
-- IInnttrroodduucciinngg aa ssttuuddeenntt’’ss mmeennttaall aanndd pphhyyssiiccaall hheeaalltthh pprrooggrraammmmee..
-- CCaammppaaiiggnniinngg ffoorr ppaavviinngg aanndd lliigghhttiinngg oonn ‘‘RRaappee AAlllleeyy’’,, by supporting the ‘Reclaim the Night’ march.
-- WWoorrkkiinngg cclloosseellyy wwiitthh JJCCRRCCss ttoo kknnooww wwhhaatt iiss aavvaaiillaabbllee ttoo ssttuuddeennttss tthhrroouugghh wweeeekkllyy mmeeeettiinnggss..
-- IInnttrroodduucciinngg ooff aa GGUUMM cclliinniicc..
-- CCoonnssttrruuccttiinngg aa nneeww ssttuuddeenntt wweebbssiittee ffoorr wweellffaarree..

-- Scott desired ““iimmpprroovveedd ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn”” bbeettwweeeenn tthhee YYoorrkk SSppoorrtt PPrreessiiddeenntt aanndd YYoorrkk SSppoorrtt cclluubbss. She aimed to introduce monthly meetings where
“opinions and grievances” could be aired, although these have only been a termly occurrence. 
-- The York Sport President also wanted to iimmpprroovvee tthhee rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp bbeettwweeeenn iinntteerr--mmuurraall aanndd UUnniivveerrssiittyy ssppoorrtt.. She admits that there was a “bit of bad
feeling around college football matches being cancelled, when university matches were still played.” Sam Ashfahani, York Sport President-elect feels
that the relationship has improved especially due to enthusiastic committee members, such as Paul Guest, College Sport Officer. Scott has also empha-
sised that “it’s important to remember that although having a good relationship between the two is beneficial, that they do have different aims, with
college sport being more about participation than performance.”
-- Scott aimed to ssttrreennggtthheenn lliinnkkss wwiitthh ccaammppuuss mmeeddiiaa. A weekly York Sport show aired in the Autumn term, but due to a lack of interest in editing, was
discontinued after two episodes. YUM continue to cover sport, and York Sport has been featured in the York Press.

-- GGuuaarraanntteeeeiinngg tthhaatt tthhee UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff YYoorrkk vveerrssuuss YYoorrkk SStt.. JJoohhnn ssppoorrttss ccoommppeettiittiioonn,, VVaarrssiittyy,, ttooookk ppllaaccee iinn 22001100..
-- Scott bettered her pledge to rreedduuccee YYoorrkk SSppoorrtt mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp ttoo ££3355 ffoorr llaatteeccoommeerrss in the Summer Term by procuring a £25 late fee.
-- IInnccrreeaassiinngg YYoorrkk’’ss cchhaanncceess ooff wwiinnnniinngg RRoosseess tthhrroouugghh aaddddiittiioonnaall ffuunnddiinngg ttoo cclluubbss: York Sport paid for extra club training slots in the Sports Centre in
the week prior to Roses.

CCaammiillllaa AAppccaarr assesses how far the YUSU Sabbatical Officers have progressed



-- Despite securing ffrreeee ddyysslleexxiiaa ssccrreeeenniinngg,, Leyland’s policy will be reversed by the Student Service’s Committee from 1 August 2010. She has com-
mented that it is “worrying that this is seen as something now by the University that has a price tag attached to investigating if an individual has con-
cerns, though it’s strange that this section of healthcare should have anything to do with University funding in the first place.”
-- Leyland pledged to ““mmaaiinnttaaiinn pprreessssuurree”” ttoo gguuaarraanntteeee ffoorr ffeeeeddbbaacckk wwiitthhiinn ffiivvee wweeeekkss ooff ssuubbmmiissssiioonn. The Academic Affairs Officer managed to secure
feedback within six weeks, “with many now working more towards the principles of quality and timely feedback in the way students would actually like
it in a range of ways.” She is pleased with her progress over the course of this year, however: “Six weeks is a great start and a huge improvement for
some departments, but we’ll still want the four week deadline once we’ve got over the first hurdle of having a deadline at all.”
-- Through a review of the VLE and the ‘Get Techy, Get Sourcey’ campaign, Leyland has put measures in place to fulfil her policy: ““AA bbaassee lleevveell ooff oonnlliinnee
mmaatteerriiaall sshhoouulldd bbee iimmpplleemmeenntteedd aaccrroossss aallll ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss..””
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LEWIS BRETTS: DEMOC-
RACY AND SERVICES
“I’ve sat in meetings, I’ve fought
in meetings, and I’ve represented
students to the university, to the
community, and to national bod-
ies... It’s been a stressful year, a
fun year, and a surreal year, but
I’m thankful for the opportunity
and I’m proud of what I’ve done.” 

CHARLIE LEYLAND:
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
“The opportunity to improve aca-
demic student representation in a
young, world-class institution has
been truly rewarding... Relevant
issues now are on the table and
the University is working hard to
put student issues at the heart of
every day teaching and learning.”

RHIANNA KINCHIN:
STUDENT ACTIVITIES
“I have learnt so so much about
student activities at York that it
makes me want to shout from the
roof tops - the incredibly high
standard and phenomenal variety
of our activities never ceases to
amaze me.”

-- Kinchin promised a SSttuuddeenntt AAccttiivviittiieess AAwwaarrddss NNiigghhtt: the YUSU Awards took place June 19 2010.
-- Introducing a RRee--FFrreesshheerrss’’ FFaaiirr and the eexxppaannssiioonn ooff tthhee oorriiggiinnaall FFrreesshheerrss’’ FFaaiirr..
-- PPrroovviiddiinngg aa ffuuttuurree ffoorr KKiiddss’’ CCaammpp..
-- IInnccrreeaassiinngg ssoocciieettyy aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn oonnlliinnee..
-- Holding IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall ssoocciieettyy ffoorruummss has been introduced by Kinchin this year.
-- IInncclluuddiinngg tthhee YYoorrkk SSppoorrtt CChhaarriittyy iinn tthhee RRAAGG bbeenneeffiicciiaarriieess..
-- Kinchin promised to ffiigghhtt ffoorr aann iinnccrreeaassee iinn ssoocciieettyy ffaacciilliittiieess oonn HHeesslliinnggttoonn EEaasstt.. New dance studios are being including in the University’s plans for
the new side of campus, as well as three ‘pods’ outside the Hub intended to be used as study space and meeting points for student activities.
-- The Student Activities Officer pledged to iimmpprroovvee ssoocciieettyy ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss aanndd ppuubblliicciittyy ffaacciilliittiieess. Two of her successful achievements of this policy
were through planning the creation of a Societies Committee, and securing “a committment form the University to pay for the re-branding of all
University and YUSU notice boards across campus.” 
-- EEssttaabblliisshhiinngg aann aalluummnnii nneettwwoorrkk through compulsory society membership lists.
-- Creating a ““ffaaiirreerr aanndd mmoorree ttrraannssppaarreenntt bbuuddggeett ssyysstteemm”” by introducing a consultation period and a second set of grant allocations in the Autumn.  
-- Kinchin worked to ““rraaiissee tthhee pprrooffiillee ooff YYoorrkk CCaarrnniivvaall”” by including other societies such as Samba Band into the parade.
-- Despite ultra-vires restrictions introduced at the beginning of the year, Kinchin believes that she ““eennccrroouuaaggeedd iinntteerraaccttiioonn bbeettwweeeenn RRAAGG aanndd ssoocciieettiieess””
such as Amnesty International and Fusion. 

-- Initiating rreevviieewwss ooff CCoommbbiinneedd HHoonnoouurrss ssttuuddiieess,, aasssseessssmmeenntt mmeetthhooddss aanndd aa ccoonnttiinnuueedd rreevviieeww ooff ssuuppeerrvviissoorrss..
-- Providing a bbeesstt pprraaccttiiccee gguuiiddee ffoorr CCoouurrssee RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess, alongside eennssuurriinngg tthhee ssuuppppoorrtt ooff YYUUSSUU ssttaaffff ffoorr CCoouurrssee RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess..
-- Leyland has secured the ssyynncchhrroonniissaattiioonn ooff tteerrmm ddaatteess wwiitthh ootthheerr uunniivveerrssiittiieess: “For next year and beyond, although the synchronisation will take
longer and be less disruptive if it’s incremental so for that reason, it’ll be over the coming years with emphasis on not finishing after 1 July.”
-- A policy to pprroovviiddee ““bbeetttteerr cceennttrraall ssuuppppoorrtt ffoorr iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall ssttuuddeennttss”” has been fulfilled by the creation of an ISA sub-committee within YUSU
-- Gaining a ccoommmmiittmmeenntt ttoo SSttuuddeenntt PPaarreenntt ffaacciilliittiieess aanndd lliibbrraarryy pprroovviissiioonnss ffoorr tthheemm..
-- Leyland has negotiated the eeaarrlliieerr rreelleeaassee ooff ttiimmeettaabblleess “  for the whole year ahead” and a text messaging service available to all departments to noti-
fy students if their lectures are cancelled or rearranged.
-- ““WWoorrkkiinngg wwiitthh tthhee GGSSAA ttoo iinnvveessttiiggaattee tthhee rroollee ooff GGrraadduuaattee TTeeaacchhiinngg AAssssiissttaannttss”” has been achieved by the forumulation of a working group.
-- Using an Employability Strategy, Leyland has reinforced the volume of ““aapppplliieedd mmaatteerriiaall eemmbbeeddddeedd iinn tthhee cciirrrriiccuulluumm””,, which will also “tie together
strands of responsibility on the careers service, departments, YUSU and students.”

--Despite promising wweeeekkllyy vviiddeeoo bbllooggss, Bretts has made only 15 ‘vlogs’ to date. The Sabbatical Officer admits that he has “lapsed in places.”
-- After the printing of date of birth was printed on University of York card, Bretts’ policy to rree--iinnttrroodduuccee tthhee NNUUSS DDeemmooccrraaccyy ccaarrdd uunnttiill tthhee UUnniivveerrssiittyy
ooff YYoorrkk ccaarrdd wwaass iimmpprroovveedd was rendered unecessary. Bretts has confessed that “the majority of work on this was done after I was elected, but before I
took office.”

-- Bretts has attempted to justify his failure to pprroovviiddee tteemmppoorraarryy AATTMMss iinn FFrreesshheerrss’’ WWeeeekk: it would either have been costly for users of the Union
due to the provider’s agreement, or the Union would have had to cover the service charge costs. 
-- A ‘‘FFrreeee FFoooodd iinn tthhee OOffffiiccee’’ ddaayy in the Spring term.
-- A wweeeekkllyy mmiinniibbuuss ttoo MMoorrrriissoonnss would have cost YUSU £90 per week which Bretts felt would not have been “a cost effective service for students.” 
-- There has been no rreedduuccttiioonn ooff tthhee ddeebbiitt ccaarrdd ffeeee ffoorr YYUUSSUU oonnlliinnee ppuurrcchhaasseess, and ssoocciieettyy ffiinnaanncceess rreemmaaiinn uunnmmaannaaggaabbllee oonnlliinnee..
-- Making B-Henry’s the home of YUSU Comedy.
-- Bretts has commented that a weekly fresh fruit and vegetable stall was not possible as it was “blocked” by Commerical Services, and has previously
stated that “there may have been a discussion” about it before he was elected over the questionable viability of this pledge.

-- TTaakkeeaawwaayy ddrriinnkkss ffrroomm tthhee CCoouurrttyyaarrdd aatt tthhee eenndd ooff tthhee nniigghhtt are now on offer. Any sealed drink, including bottles of wine, may be taken away.
-- Providing eexxttrraa ffuunnddiinngg ffoorr JJCCRRCCss ttoo iinnccrreeaassee eelleeccttiioonn ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn, sourced from the YUSU central elections budget.
-- MMoonntthhllyy aaccccoouunnttss are now publicly available, on request.
-- MMaakkiinngg tthhee UUnniioonn ““lleessss rreelliiaanntt oonn tthhee UUnniivveerrssiittyy ffoorr iittss ffuunnddiinngg””. Bretts claims that through his development and improvement of “our commerical
areas and other income streams”, the “10-11 Budget is likely to be about 2% more self funding”. This two per cent equates to around £20,000.
-- Bretts has assisted ““eevveerryy ccoolllleeggee bbaarr ttoo ccoommppeettee wwiitthh tthhee CCoouurrttyyaarrdd”” through a Bar Strategy Group, in which all colleges hold membership.
-- SSuuppppoorrttiinngg GGooooddrriicckkee dduurriinngg iittss mmoovvee ttoo HHeesslliinnggttoonn EEaasstt..
-- Bretts’ mmaanniiffeessttoo hhaass bbeeeenn vviissiibbllee ffoorr tthhee eennttiirree yyeeaarr, furthered by vviiddeeoo ffoooottaaggee ooff UUnniioonn GGeenneerraall MMeeeettiinnggss..
-- SSttrreeaammlliinniinngg lliinnkkss bbeettwweeeenn llaarrggee ssttuuddeenntt oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss, such as ISA through its new sub-committee within YUSU and an away day with the GSA
-- Bretts has fulfilled his policy to ““oovveerrhhaauull EEnnttssTTeecchh””, which no longer exists as a sub-committee position within YUSU.
-- TTrraaiinniinngg bbyy YYUUSSUU mmaarrkkeettiinngg aanndd ddeessiiggnn ssttaaffff ffoorr aallll JJCCRRCCss..

PPoolliicciieess nnoott ffuullffiilllleedd PPoolliicciieess ppaarrttiiaallllyy ffuullffiilllleedd PPoolliicciieess ffuull--

evaluation of policy pledges
in fulfilling their 2009 election promises



dent body, not against us”.
However, David Sharp, McQ’s

Bar Supervisor, told Nouse that “it
has got to be accepted that Roger
Kirk is key for conference space”,
stating that its “refurbishment is
necessary to meet the needs of cus-
tomers in the future.” When ques-
tioned about the closure rumours
surrounding McQ’s, Sharp stated
that there are “absolutely no con-
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Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

STUDENTS LIVING in the New
Goodricke College accommodation
on Heslington East have expressed
concern about the quality of the
new buildings.

Complaints have been made
regarding large cracks in both the
ceilings and walls of the accommo-
dation, with pieces of plaster also
falling off the walls. The issue of
overheating in the kitchens and
bedrooms was described as
“unbearable” by students ques-
tioned.

One resident, who asked to
remain anonymous, stated: “The
kitchens are like saunas, and when
the weather is hot they are almost
suffocating. The University has
brought in fans to try and help the
problem but to be honest they
haven’t really been very effective
and are only a temporary solution.”

She continued: “One of the
main issues is that we can’t open
our windows much so none of the
rooms can get any ventilation.”

Tim Ellis, Goodricke College
Chair, confirmed that this problem
had been brought to his attention,
and that he had contacted the
College Facilities Manager in an

attempt to resolve the matter.
A University spokesman

acknowledged that the “over heat-
ing in kitchens has had a big
impact.” He continued: “Corrective
measures have been implemented
and we are in the process of fitting
new restrictors that will allow the
windows to be opened wider allow-
ingmore natural ventilation. There
is always a balance to be drawn
between the amount windows can
be opened and maintaining a safe
environment.”

Shepherd Construction, the
company in charge of building the
new Goodricke accommodation,
confirmed that remedial works
would “include changing the win-
dow fittings in some areas; howev-
er the bedroom windows will not
be altered, due to safety regula-
tions.”

The statement continued:
“Twelve months after project com-
pletion it is our policy to do a full
'defect check', to attend to issues
such as cracks in plaster. These
problems are common across all
new construction works, as build-
ings settle.”

Other issues raised by
Goodricke residents include the
major security risk of doors not
shutting properly in some of the
accommodation blocks. Charlotte

Evans, a first-year Goodricke stu-
dent, also highlighted the issue of
electricity cut offs, stating: “The
electricity always cuts out which is
pretty annoying. The University is
always quick to respond but the
problem keeps happening.”

She continued: “Lots of the
plugs in the kitchen keep breaking
as well, so we had to move the
microwaves to the corridor… these
problems are such a nuisance.”

Shepherd Construction said:
“Since we completed the
Goodricke College project we have
been working very closely with the
University to resolve all defects
which have occurred and we are
currently actively working to
resolve many of the issues raised,
as promptly as possible.”

The University commented:
“As with all new buildings there are
items that need some form of
remedial work to enable the build-
ing to function as planned and this
has been the case for Goodricke.

“We will continue to keep the
kitchens under review. We will
carry out an inspection with
Shepherds before the start of next
term and any significant defects
will be repaired. Shepherds have
been very responsive to the matters
we have raised and we are sure this
will continue.”

Hannah Ellis-Petersen

THE UNIVERSITY has this week
denied rumours that it plans to
close the campus bar McQ’s over
the summer.

Concerns that the bar would
be shut came to a head at the start
of this week, when new plans for
the refurbishment of the nearby
Roger Kirk centre were released.

The University Press Officer,
David Garner, has insisted that
despite the large amounts of
investment set aside for Roger
Kirk, “there are currently no plans
to close McQ’s”.

In meetings earlier in March,
YUSU expressed concerns to Jon
Greenwood and Keith Lilley of
Commerical Services that there
were plans to turn the Roger Kirk
centre into the new James bar, and
to shutMcQ’s permenantly, despite
there having been very little stu-
dent consultation on the matter.

Lewis Bretts, YUSU
Democracy and Services Officer,
has added that the James College
Bar is “rarely used by students in
the evenings”.

However, YUSU Officers were
assured that despite the large
investment into Roger Kirk, there
were no plans to turn it into a bar,
and that it would be developed into
a “student study space” with “stu-
dent needs at its heart”.

Concerns were then raised
again at the start of this week when
the architect’s sketches for refered
to the Roger Kirk centre as a

“restaurant/bar”, and feature light-
ing and fixtures that are specifical-
ly designed for “evening
venues/events”. It is also under-
stood that the centre has secured a
late alcohol license. Many of those
who have had access to the plans
have criticised them for being
“purely focused on conference
guests” and have suggested that
“the space isn’t designed for stu-

New Goodricke buildings ‘unbearable’

firmed plans at the moment” and
that “neither [him] nor [his] supe-
riors have heard that we’re leaving.”
He continued to say that he was
“not too concerned about it per-
sonally” and that staff were “going
on the fact that we’re going to stay.”

Cracked walls and hot kitchens have left residents in discomfort

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE

dents at all.”
YUSU Democracy and

Services Officer Lewis Bretts has
stated that while he is satisfied
with the recent reassurance from
the University, he will be “incredi-
bly disappointed if we see a return
to previous forms and the issue
returns over the holidays”. He fur-
ther stressed that “commercial
services need to work with the stu- LEADER >> Page 10

COMMENT >> Page 14

SCARBOROUGH DESIGN

University denies plans to shut McQ’s

The University has denied plans to close McQ’s this summer, despite YUSU expressing concerns earlier this year regarding its closure



so direct comparisons are impossi-
ble. We, along with other universi-
ties, have raised a number of issues
with People & Planet, not least the
amount of time given to collate and
submit information.

“The University’s position in
this league table does not reflect
our continuing commitment to
greater sustainability. University
Council will next month discuss a
£7 million project for a Biomass
CHP project that has the capacity
to reduce our carbon emissions by
more than 8,600 tonnes a year,
and the University’s overall carbon
footprint by 35 per cent.”

Susan Nash, NUS Vice-
President for Society and
Citizenship, told Nouse: “The lack
of ambition from many universi-
ties is concerning. Even at a time
when budgets are tight there are
innovative ways for universities'
campus' to save money and reduce
emissions which is essential if we
are to meet carbon reduction tar-
gets and effectively fight climate
change.”

The University added: “We
are continuing discussions with a
number of companies over the
construction of two 2.5 megawatt
wind turbines, which will further
reduce the University’s carbon
footprint.”

2:1 rating bracket according to the
Green League, many have
expressed concern at the overall
drop in points from 40 in 2009, to
31.5 out of 70. 'Environmental
Auditing', the assessment of the
environmental impact of issues
such as waste management and
biodiversity, dropped by five
points. York also received one and
zero points out of eight for Carbon
Emissions and Water
Consumption per head.

David Clarke, Environment
and Ethics Officer, stated: “At a
time when YUSU is working hard
to improve its own environmental
record, it's a real disappointment
to see the University's rating fall.

“If anything, this difficult eco-
nomic climate strengthens the case
for action on sustainability as
investment in renewable technolo-
gy and energy efficiently can save
the university money.”

Despite the overall decrease,
there were some areas of marked
improvement. In the 'Impact of
Student's Union/Student and Staff
Engagement' area, there was an
increase from zero points to full
marks from 2009 to 2010.

The University has stated that
their “position in these rankings is
misleading”, and “the criteria used
have been changed since last year,
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Sam Lawson
Hannah Ellis-Petersen

THE UNIVERSITY of York has
fallen 13 places in People and
Planet's Green League for
Environmental Performance since
last year, moving to 48th place in
the national league table.

This information, published

by Times Higher Education, indi-
cates a trend in universities priori-
tising budget above environmental
concerns. The University of York is
now significantly falling behind
similar institutions such as Leeds.

The Green League takes into
consideration factors such as the
number of environmental manage-
ment, Fairtrade accreditation and
carbon emissions per head.

Although York remains in the

CONCERNS HAVE been raised
over what has been perceived as a
split in the campaign to restore 24
hour portering on campus.

Minutes from a campaigns
committee meeting on the June 9
suggested that there is a growing
divide between the official porter-
ing campaign coordinated by
YUSU, and the more postering
based portering campaign run by
former YUSU campaigns officer
Chris Etheridge andMiles Layram.
The meeting noted a sense that
students were becoming “detached
from YUSU campaigns” as
Etheridge and Layram split off,
raising questions over the extent of
YUSU’s representation of students
over this issue.

The growing divide has left
some students feeling particularly
disenfranchised, uneasy over the
apparent politicisation of the cam-
paign. “Etheridge and Layram
need to be working with Ngwena
and Humphrys to get our porters
back, not arguing with them. It
seems as if behind all the talk, each
group is trying to trump the other,”
said a first-year Politics student.

The discontentment between
the two strands of the campaign
has become increasingly evident,
as both YUSU officers and
Etheridge have recently spoken out
against each other. Tim Ngwena,
YUSU President, stated that the
portering campaign was “led by the

YUSU even went as far as to hold
back him and Jason Rose from
launching a campaign until the
Autumn term.

Ben Humphrys, YUSU
Welfare Officer responded to the
claims, stating that his “position on
portering has been firmly consis-
tent in UGMs, committees and
meetings across the year”. He con-
tinued to say that he “strongly
believes that an aggressive direct
action campaign would ruin our
negotiating position with
Heslington Hall, that attacking our
international recruitment will ruin
our position in league tables and
that it would be presumptuous and

campaigns officers, with the sup-
port of myself and Ben. If the cam-
paigns officers felt our actions were
not sufficient, then I would have
appreciated some honest profes-
sional words as fellow officers then,
rather than an attack having left
office. It’s a shame that even after
all the support, resources and
advice we offered, Chris Etheridge
only has criticism for the work that
we have done this year.”

This was in response to a
statement released by Etheridge,
listing the ways in which he argued
YUSU’s approach was “flawed”,
commenting: “I believe there is a
feeling amongst the sabbatical offi-
cers that the portering campaign is
a toxic campaign for their own
interests; in other words, they
don’t wish to be associated with it
because it might damage their rep-
utations or personal standing.

“This is proven by the fact that
in November, I was told by Ben
Humphrys that we had to be care-
ful in how we ran the portering
campaign because it might damage
our chances in the YUSU elections.
The implication was that he did
not want to be associated with the
campaign if it did not achieve its
aims because it might damage his
chances of re-election and my
chances of being elected.”

He also claimed that “Tim and
Ben have used their position to fos-
ter a subservient relationship
between YUSU and the University,
rather than operating through
strong and active campaigning and
standing up for students”, and that

Students ‘detached from YUSU campaigns’
as portering row between leaders continues

counterproductive to tell the
University to abandon the fiscal
prudence that has put us in such a
strong position to face the coming
political storm.

“As a former campaigns officer
whose unsuccessful bid for
Democracy and Services officer did
not even mention portering, Chris’
comments seem disingenuous, his
attacks deceptive and his motives
overly political. I am, and have
always been, committed to porter-
ing on campus, and I reject out-
right any claims that I’ve ever been
anything else but fully dedicated to
York Students and their cam-
paigns.”

University green rating drops

PROFESSOR DEBBIE Smith, of
the Department of Biology, has
said that she is “surprised and
delighted” to have been awarded
an OBE this month.

Smith has been awarded in
the Queen’s Birthday Honour’s list
for her services to science, particu-
larly neglected tropical diseases,
and her work as Chair of the UK
Medical Research Council’s
Infections and Immunity Board.

Discussing the importance of
her work, Professor Smith told
Nouse: "This award provides
important recognition for research
on infectious diseases and their
underlying causes, both in the UK
and globally. Research to identify
new therapies for infections caused
by parasites is a principal focus for
University of York researchers in
the Centre of Immunology and
Infection."

Professor Smith leads the
Centre of Immunology and
Infection research group, which
she also helped to establish. She is
the Professor of Molecular
Parasitology in the Department of
Biology.

The Department told Nouse
that they are “delighted that
Professor Debbie Smith's services
to science have been recognised
with the award of an OBE...
During the last two years, Debbie
has served as the Department of
Biology's Director of Graduate
Studies, introducing innovative
practices and further support for
our students. She has also been a
member of our Departmental
Strategy Group, and has in this
capacity played an influential role
in shaping the policy and priorities
across the breadth of disciplines
and activities within the
Department.”

Professor Smith’s current
tropical disease research focused
on finding new drugs and vaccines
to treat deadly diseases that are
spread by parasites in some of the
poorest parts of the world.

The Department of Biology
continued: “This is the third such
honour to be awarded to a York
Biologist since 2009, and serves to
enhance the national and interna-
tional reputation of the
Department of Biology and the
world-leading scientists who carry
out their research and teaching at
York.”

Professor Smith has previous-
ly worked at the National Institute
for Medical Research in London,
the National Cancer Institute in
Washington DC and the Imperial
College London.

She moved to the University
of York in 2004.

Laura Connor

University
Biology
professor
awarded
OBE

Ngwena, Etheridge and Humphrys used to unite for the cause

Hannah Brearley

York’s waste management let it down in the recent green league

GEORGE LOWTHER

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE



THE SECURITY services at the
University have been accused of
neglecting their welfare duty to stu-
dents after it was revealed that
security staff have failed to answer
the emergency red telephone next
to the Vanbrugh porters lodge on a
number of occasions.

Since the disbandment of the
24-hour portering service, these
phones have become the only
means by which a student in trou-
ble can contact the security team in
an emergency. Ben Humphrys,
YUSU Welfare Officer, and Bailey
Oliver, Head of Campus Seurity,
have launched an investigation to
look “urgently into what has gone
wrong.”

While only a few calls were
not picked up by the security team,
a large number of calls were left
ringing for over one minute before
they were answered.

Humphrys stated: “There’s no
real excuse for this... emergency
phones should be picked up in five
seconds.”

Lauren Walker, a Vanbrugh
College student, said that during
the “night time - when there are no
porters - is the time students are
most likely to need the porters
help. If the porters are not going to
be there then the University has a
duty to at least pick up the ‘emer-
gency’ telephone.”

The issue was addressed at the
YUSU Campaigns Committee
Meeting last week and has led
David Efird, the Vanbrugh College
Provost, giving out his own person-
al mobile number to Vanbrugh
College students, meaning that “if
any student is in distress, they need
not go to the red phone but can
phone security and me from where
they are”.

While students have praised
Efird for giving out his personal
contact details, Walker has stated
that “if the emergency phone was

picked up in the first place, or
picked up quicker, then our Provost
would not have had to take this
measure.”

Tahir Shetty, Vanbrugh
College Chair, commented: “I'm
disappointed that our student
security is put directly in jeopardy.
We were promised that the red
phone in Vanbrugh would be our
safety net once we lost 24 hour por-
tering. This incident highlights the
need for the enforced physical pres-
ence porters provide.” He contin-
ued to say that he looks forward to
the results of the investigation.

Humphrys stated: “The red
phone is for both minor problems
and emergencies. If it isn’t
answered there’s a danger that
there will be a tragedy that could
have been averted. It was one of the
key safeguards to justify changing
portering arrangements; it’s vital
that it works!We can’t be sure what
the cause was yet, but as soon as we
know new provision will need to be
put in place to rectify the situation.”
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Security concerns after staff fail to answer Vanbrugh’s emergency red phone
Victoria Lee

A NUMBER of students have
vocalised their frustration that the
initial description of the University
of York’s study worldwide scheme
in its 2009/10 and 2010/11
prospectuses misleads prospective
students.

The 2010/11 prospectus
states: “We currently have links
with a number of universities in
North America, Asia and
Australia,” without revealing the
exact number of competitive places
on offer, or details of the complex
application process.

There are 23 university-wide
exchange places available on the
study worldwide scheme. With
approximately 3,000 students in
first-year undergraduate study,
only 1 per cent will successfully
enter the scheme.

A University spokesperson has
stated: “There is simply not enough
space for it to cover the fine detail
of all the programmes.”

Jasmine, a first-year PPE stu-
dent, applied to the scheme unsuc-
cessfully, commenting that “they
made out that the exchange pro-
gramme was most likely to happen
for you, it was a mistake of mine, I
would’ve gone to Manchester oth-
erwise.”

The prospectus continues,
“some exchanges are with a specific
department”, providing a link to
the University of York’s
International Office study abroad
page. Three additional links must
be followed to find out how many
students are sent to each specific
institution. The 31 non-European
places were awarded 171 words in
the 2010/11 prospectus, whilst in
excess of 150 places are offered
through the ERASMUS (European
study) scheme, described in 234

words. Nikoo Atraki, a first-year
Politics and Economics student,
considered applying for the world-
wide scheme. She believes that
“they sold it as a big opportunity,
but it’s not – an opportunity isn’t
something that 31 out of 3,000
people can do. I couldn’t have done
one of the European courses
because I don’t speak a language.”

“They misled the students
both in the prospectus and open
days, and it was probably one of the
factors that influenced me choos-
ing York, so I felt completely misled
even though I knew it was going to
be something fairly prestigious and

a bit competitive.”
Eight of the 31 places are

department specific. Columbia
University and The University of
Pennsylvania only offer one place
each. With eight spaces, the
University of California offers the
widest participation available. The
University spokesman justified the
limitations on information, saying
that “all students conduct research
beyond the information in the
prospectus” prior to making a
choice about future study paths.

Oshana Gazara, a first-year
Economics student, accepted onto
the scheme next year at the
University of California, has
revealed that “personally I did not
carry out any research beyond the
prospectus, apart from accommo-
dation and colleges”, but that “it did
make York appealing against those
universities that lacked such

schemes.”
Applicants were made fully

aware of the competitive nature of
the worldwide study places during
introductory talks to the scheme
after commencing their studies at
York. Many have expressed their
dissatisfaction that as the prospec-
tus is the first point of contact for
prospective students, they should
have been informed sooner of the
scheme’s limited capacity. Jasmine
observed: “They shouldn’t have
made out that it was open to every-
one, because I don’t think it was.”

The University “have not
received any complaints about the
study abroad scheme and the infor-
mation contained in the prospec-
tus.” Those who voiced their con-
cerns to Nouse felt that this was
due to the University feeling inac-
cessible and disinterested in these
sorts of complaints. By United
States law, in order to be accepted
to an American university, students
are required to “provide evidence of
financial support for their study
period.” In some cases this can
equate to the total costs of tuition

fees for a three year undergraduate
degree course.

An anonymous first-year stu-
dent, who applied for the scheme,
remarked: “I think they should
probably mention that it is a
requirement to demonstrate a sub-
stantial amount of funds in order to
qualify for the exchange in the first
place as it could be misleading to
prospective students who wish to
go on the exchange but do not have
the funds.”

Misleading information in prospectus
regarding foreign exchange schemes
Camilla Apcar

SKREUZER

Emergency red phones are supposed to be answered immediately

“They made out that the graduate
exchange programme was most
likely to happen for you, it was a
mistake of mine, I would have gone
to Manchester otherwise.”

First year PPE student
Jasmine

Only oneper cent of first-year undergraduateswill get the opportunity to go toplaces such as Columbia
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NEXT TERM the York Alumni
Association (YAA) will launch a
unique password protected online
community, YorkSpace.net.

The community will allow stu-
dents and graduates to communi-
cate with each other directly in
what the YAA have called a “secure
environment”.

The YAA continued: “This will
be an invaluable tool in strengthen-
ing our alumni community.”

The YAA already has estab-
lished groups on networking sites
such as LinkedIn and Facebook,
but the new site will become a hub
for the Association in particular,
and York students. The YAA have
said that it includes “many features
that will be particularly useful for

sourcing advice and networking.”
A benefit of belonging to the

YAA is their new system, ‘email for
life’, which will launch this summer.

The facility is free and only avail-
able to York alumni, who will later
be able to reflect their association
with the University in a more direct
format. Students will have the
opportunity to migrate their exist-
ing University email box, contacts
and messages.

Charlotte Grant, second-year
English student, said: “I think it’s a

really cool new initiative that has
the potential to allow us to main-
tain communications network
more simply and efficiently.”

The YAA added: “Networking
is undoubtedly the key to a success-
ful career and the Association is
there to give you the opportunity to
achieve this.”

This follows the creation of
York Alumni Media, an independ-
ent website for students leaving
York this year. The site will allow
students who worked in the media
at York to link all their own blogs
and journalism onto the one site.
Its main aim is to give students “the
independence to publicise your
own work once you have left York.
By linking your work to our site, it
will no doubt help publicise your
own work to others as well as
establish a sort of active alumni
'community'.”
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CONCERNS HAVE this week
been raised over the £1,000
increase in tuition fees for interna-
tional students in the next academ-
ic year.

Non-EU international stu-
dents coming to York for the year
2010/11 will now pay £14,850 per
annum for a science based degree,
in comparison to the £13,811 fees
for 2009/10. Similarly, students
studying medicine at Hull York
Medical School (HYMS) will see
their tuition fees rise from £21,600
to £22,700.

This is in contrast to the £65
increase that home and EU stu-
dents will be subject to for the next
academic year.

One second-year Chinese stu-
dent expressed her unease at the
figures: “I understand that as an
international student I will be pay-
ing more but it seems a bit unfair,
like the University are taking
advantage of international stu-
dents.”

Issues have also been raised
over the fact that international stu-
dents at York are paying higher fees
than at other institutions such as
Exeter and Oxford. In the next aca-
demic year, international students
attending Exeter will pay a maxi-
mum of £13,200, which is over
£1,500 less than those at York.
Similarly at Oxford, a University
ranked eight places higher than
York in the Times Good University

Guide, international fees will be at
the highest £14,000 for a science
based degree in the year 2010/11.

First-year Norwegian student
Mia Nilsen commented: “I am split
on this. We do choose to go to
another country to study so the fees
are sort of in the whole package,
but I think the way the University
goes about it is wrong. It is not fair
that there is such an increase for
internationals and not for natives,
and especially for me, being
Norweigan and in the EEA we
would allow British students to
study in Norway for free. And it
seems strange that Oxford is
cheaper than York.”

Third-year international stu-
dent Prithvi Hirani also stated : “It
is a bit ridiculous, especially
because there is no actual differ-
ence in contact hours for
International and Home Students”.

In response, Simon Willis
from the University International
Office made the statement : “Fees
for international students are
determined annually taking a
range of factors into account
including demand, comparability
with other institutions and the
recruitment environment. We
believe that the fees we set proper-
ly reflect York’s position among
other higher education institutions
and in particular that they are in
line with comparable institutions.”

He continued: “One important
thing to note is that the increase in
fees for continuing students this
year is significantly lower at 3.5%.
We are therefore careful to differ-
entiate between students who are
already committed to the fee and
students who can choose between
the various opportunities available
to them. In the end, if the fee is too
high, students will vote with their
feet. Year on year increases in the
international student population at
York suggest that students don’t
find our fee levels to be excessive or
out of line but a worthwhile invest-
ment in their futures.”

Hannah Ellis-Petersen

York Alumni Association launch new online community system

Laura Connor

International student
fees rise by over £1,000

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE

CRITICISM HAS been aimed at
the University by a local councillor
for their inaction in constructing
cycle lanes around New Goodricke.

Jeffrey Stern, Heslington
Parish Councillor, claims he has
“been pressing the University to
provide an integrated cycle track
along University Road” but has
“been generally fobbed off ” as the
“University says it is nothing to do
with them.”

He argues that the University
has a “duty of care” towards its stu-
dents and should ensure lanes are
built: “There was no road there
before the University arrived...
Now the University is expanding, it
is vital that there is one between
Campus West and town.”

Andy Vose, from the City of
York Council, said that there were
plans to construct cycle paths,

rather than lanes, but they were in
a “very preliminary stage” and
would be constructed sooner if the
University were able to assist with
funding: “Ideally we would like the
University to put some funds in as
it would serve their students and
staff. It would make it a faster
process.”

He said that the paths would
be on the library side of the road
and that trenches had already been
dug to see if there were electricity
and gas cables below the proposed
area. They had found that these
pipes were deep enough for paths
to be put in place.

James Reed, University Press
Officer, said that plans were under-
way, but the University would
expect them to be funded by the
council: “We are working with the
council on this issue and within the
next twelve months hope to have a
cycle lane on the north side of
University Road, on University
land but paid for by the authority.”

Reed also said that “work has
been delayed because we needed to
do some separate work on
pipework beneath the land in ques-
tion and we saw no point in laying
the new cycle lane only to have to
dig it up again.”

Stern said that although the
University have said they will not
pay for the work, the construction
of Heslington East means they have
a responsibility to ensure that
University Road is safe for stu-
dents: “When the new campus was
suggested they knew there would
be more students and therefore
more responsibility.” He added
that FTR buses and bollards in the
centre of the road also both helped
to make it a dangerous area for
cyclists.

“It is a no-brainer to ensure a
dedicated cycle track is put there”,
he said. “York is meant to be a
cycling city yet there are no facili-
ties on campus. Sooner or later
someone is going to die.”

Leigh Clarke

University criticised about cycle lanes “I understand that as an
international student I will paying
more but it seems a bit unfair, like
the University are taking advan-
tage of international students.”

Second-year
Chinese student

A councillor has accused the University of not providing an integrated cycle track near campus

YAA are confident that YorkSpace.net will improve networking

“Networking is undoubtedly
the key to a successful career
and the Association is there to
give you the opportunity to
achieve this.”

YAA
York Alumni Association

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2009/2010
HHaannnnaahh EElllliiss--PPeetteerrsseenn and LLaauurraa CCoonnnnoorr survey the biggest news on campus this year.

AT THE start of this year, the University announced cuts to
24-hour portering in Derwent, Vanbrugh, James and
Halifax colleges, to the outcry of both porters and students
across campus.

It prompted a campaign that is still ongoing, uniting
students in their criticism of the University for placing finan-
cial gain over student welfare, though while YUSU spoke out
against the cuts, they were criticised for a failure to act when
the cuts were initially outlined in the summer. Petitions and
protests outside Heslington Hall were organised and UGM
motions have been passed, mandating future Sabbatical
Officers to continue with the long-term campaign to restore
portering.

FOLLOWING MASSIVE governmental budget cuts,
University departments were informed that they faced a
£1.2 million budget reduction for the next academic year.

The Higher Education Funding Council for England
(HEFCE), which accounts for almost 23 per cent of York’s
overall income, announced they aimed to save an extra £4
million in the year 2010-2011, 30 per cent of which was to
come from academic departments. Concern was raised that
the cuts would not be spread evenly across departments,
though Jane Grenville stipulated that factors such as existing
income, teaching and research income and staff student
ratio would all be taken into account in the distribution of
funding across departments.

RESEARCH LED by YUSU revealed that a University of
York graduate is over 11 per cent less likely to achieve ‘grad-
uate level’ employment than students of other peer institu-
tions, such as Imperial College London and Bristol.

While comparable universities, such as Bristol, have
more than 87 per cent of graduates going into ‘graduate level’
employment, only 76 per cent of those who graduate from
York will follow suit. Funding, geography and the high 
number of York students who choose to take a year out after
graduation were highlighted as key to understanding York’s
poor employability performance, though it was also
acknowledged that serious changes needed to be made to the
Careers Service.

January 2010

Departments face 
1.2m cut

February 2009October 2009

Portering campaign
launched 

Employability prospects
for York graduate low

TIM NGWENA was re-elected as YUSU President, making
him the only President ever to have been elected twice. 

Almost one in three undergraduates voted, with student
turnout at 32 per cent, up from last year. The results of the
election were announced in The Courtyard, with Ngwena up
against candidates Oliver Hutchings, David Levene,
Matthew Freckleton, Roberto Powell and David Hansen.
Voting for the President went into the fifth round, with
Ngwena eventually gaining 431 votes over rival candidate
Hutchings. Other Officers: Nick Scarlett for Student
Activities, Laura Bo for Welfare Officer,  Sam Asfahani as
York Sport, Dan Walker as Democracy and Services and Ben
Humphrys as Academic Officer.

LANCASTER CLAIMED the Carter-James trophy for the
first time since 2007, following a one-sided Roses weekend. 

The final score of 157.5-105.5 reflected a disappointing
few days for York's sports teams, who were handicapped by
exam commitments. Bright points for the White Rose came
in the men's rugby, where a clean sweep of wins was
achieved, the ski and snowboard events, and the racquet
sports. However, Lancaster dominated the football fixtures
and recorded valuable wins in the water polo, fencing, darts,
pool, ultimate frisbee, table tennis and judo. 

Sam Asfahani, the incoming York Sport President,
wasted little time in vowing to bring the silverware back to
York next year. 

AN INVESTIGATION by Nouse uncovered a pay gap of over
£2,718 between male and female professors, as well as fig-
ures revealing that men make up 77 per cent of Professors
currently working at the University. 

74 per cent of Heads of Department are also male, and
females make up only 22 per cent of clinical staff. Charlie
Leyland, YUSU Academic Officer, condemned the
University’s poor performance in hiring female staff, in par-
ticular departments such as Philosophy, which only has only
three women out of a staff of 24. The University was criti-
cised further for gender discrimination in regard to wages,
with just 29 per cent of those on the highest grade of pay
being female, opposed to 71 per cent male.

May 2010

York loses out 
at Roses

May 2010March 2010

Ngwena re-elected
YUSU President

Female academics 
marginalised by Uni

GEORGE LOWTHER SAM NEWSOME 

SAM NEWSOME SAM NEWSOME 

LILY EASTWOOD

GEORGE LOWTHER
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Local communities must take
their share of responsibility

Earlier this year, students at
the University of York wit-
nessed discrimination made

by the housing agency formerly
known as YRLA against students
from ethnic minorities. This preju-
dice was shocking in itself, as it
targeted specific groups of stu-
dents in a concrete written format.

Following this, foreign stu-
dents have now faced discrimina-
tion from our main bus service
provider. Two students in particu-
lar were visibly targeted by an FTR
bus conductor. It is notable that in
both of these reported cases over
the past year, the source of preju-
dice has not been fellow students,
but members of the general public
in York.

It is convention to describe
students as ‘anti-social’; an embar-
rassment to the local community;
disruptive or out of control. We are
branded with these stereotypes by
locals who deem our contribution
to this city as a bad influence. Yet,
in these serious cases of prejudice,
the discrimination lies within the
local populace acting offensively.

The incident involving FTR is
particularly disheartening as it has
come from the context of a public
service. Public services have a duty
and a standardised code of expec-
tations which must be kept to,
which FTR have not, in a blatant
and outright manner.

Disrespectful conduct is
frowned upon by society and is
often the cause of reprimand. Just
as members of the public hold us
to account as ‘university students’
if we end up stumbling around
drunkenly in residential areas in a
disruptive fashion, employees
should remember that they are

representing a larger body, of the
service they provide.

Many students, international
ones in particular, choose to study
at York because they think it seems
picturesque, full of Olde English
charm and tradition. These cases
highlight that this is far from the
reality. Regular instances like these
will mean that York will doubtless
gain a reputation similar to that of
large cities such as Leeds, notori-
ous for its unstable levels of crime
and safety. Eventually any sem-
blance of York’s ‘quaint’ nature will
be a gross misrepresentation, and
in light of recent events, already
seems like a false pretence to be
maintaining.

One student commented to
Nouse that “we pay over double
the amount of fees that home stu-

dents pay and we spend so much
money in this country on living
expenses like food, yet we are still
treated like we shouldn’t be here.”
Although there should be no dis-
tinction made between the two
sets of paying students, it evidently
(for locals at least) exists, and
remains an underlying reality.

Students, whether they are
international or not, should be
awarded the same level of com-
mon decency and respect.
International students, due to
their higher tuition fees, also allow
other home students to continue
their studies here. As such, to an
extent the University of York (and
so the city’s wider reputation and
economy) is reliant on the money
and academic talent which inter-
national students bring.

If students are capable – there
is a noticeable lack of reported
instances of prejudiced miscon-
duct amongst our own student
population – of treating each other
respectfully, there is no reason why
members of the public should not
be capable of the same level of
respect.

It may be that their ‘issue’ is
that they feel university students
in general are disrespectful and
that international students became
scapegoats in this instance may
have been an unfortunate coinci-
dence. Frustration at students is
no cause, however, for the action
which the FTR conductor took –
abusive intimidation is never an
acceptable stance to take towards
anyone, especially towards a pay-
ing customer.

CCoommmmeenntt && AAnnaallyyssiiss

As a soon to be Humanities
graduate (and an Arts per-
son at heart), I can lay claim

to only a rudimentary command of
figures. Nevertheless as I stare at
the Top 50 spreadsheet, detailing
the scores of the worthy finalists, I
cannot help but notice the rather
staggering disparity between the
top two. Everyone who vote ranked
their top five choices. Their
favourite received five points, their
second four, and so forth. I note
this trivia because it means that
the relative significance of each
received greater consideration
than they would have otherwise.
Number one on the list is
Nightline with a score of 175.

Number two is Charlie Leyland on
96. Both, to state the blindingly
obvious, deal with student welfare.

Considering that the Top 50 is
nominally a list of people who have
made a significant contribution, it
is especially cogent that students
wanted to nominate Nightline. If
asked I couldn’t recall the name of
one member- it does not cultivate
celebrity. They are not ‘campus leg-
ends’. I confess to some relief that
the voting body had the sense to
distinguish between supplying free
sexual health provisions and an
unbiased listening service over that
of being tagged in the most
debauched photos on facebook.

I’ve heard mixed reviews of

Nightline. However its merit is
thrown into favourable perspective
when compared to professional
services. As an insomniac patron

of the University Health Centre, I
have frequently found myself
attempting to condense the rea-

sons why I find it difficult to sleep
to fit the thirty seconds of patient-
doctor time. Should I mention
stress, rather than take a glance at
my file (veritably bursting with
causes), I am asked with an air of
scepticism why I ‘think’ I am
stressed, thus forced to gallop
business-style through highly per-
sonal and painful events under the
bored gaze of the doctor in ques-
tion. I am offered no advice, and in
a bid to salvage some degree of
benefit from the experience I
sometimes ask for a note to be sent
to my department. A friend who
has suffered from severe depres-
sion and self harm for years asked
for a prescription for antidepres-

sants, in the past the treatment
which had been most effective. The
doctor didn’t believe she had a
problem, despite the conspicuous
scars across her arms which
screamed of issues to be addressed
and mine of evidence on her file.
Compare this to a non-judgemen-
tal ear and unlimited listening
time, and Nightline wins easily.
Obviously members can’t give pre-
scriptions or make referrals
(though neither apparently can the
Health Centre unless it is dragged
out of them), but it is clear why
students felt that Nightline
deserved recognition. Students
need support, and they’re finding it
most amongst themselves. 

Holly
Thomas

Recognising a superior service’s success

“The doctor did-
n’t believe she
had a problem,
despite the con-
spicious scars”

Students are demonised for
their behaviour, but the anti-
social and discriminatory
action of some in the York
local community should be
challenged

Camilla 
Apcar
Deputy 
Comment
Editor
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I’ll admit that when it comes to
elections, whether national or at
University, I’m not the most

prudent voter. I am easily swayed
by large swathes of Cicero-like rhet-
oric, and impressed by people with
deep, booming voices and pulsating
veiny foreheads. I like the
Berlusconi-style politician – flashy,
fake tanned, and a little bit naughty.

At this point I imagine lots of
you will be scoffing to yourselves.
“Pah! What a bimbo!” you’ll
exclaim, remembering all those
hours that you spent slaving over a
hot batch of Ngwena’s policies,
looking up every single footnote
and sub-clause. Except, oh no, wait.
You didn’t, did you? Because you,
my friends, are actually just like me.

When we voted in the YUSU
elections, we would all like to think
that we voted for integrity, passion,
and good, hard facts. Indeed, I’m
not trying to suggest that you did-
n’t. Whilst the ‘good hard facts’ of
our YUSU Officers are sometimes a
little messy, I don’t think that any-
one can question the enthusiasm or
dedication to the Union required
when sitting through a three hour
meeting on bus routes versus angry
Badger Hill residents, or trying to
persuade some lecherous alumni
how ‘golden’ we all really are inside.

What I am suggesting though,
is that we aren’t the scrupulous vot-
ers that we’d like to be. So what’s
the relevance of all this, you may
ask yourselves - why have a pop at
the happy-go-lucky voter that we all
know and love? Well, it’s because I’d
like to point out, however obvious it
might seem, that the policies of a

candidate aren’t everything, and
that how many of their policies they
have, or have not achieved, isn’t
necessarily representative of how
‘good’ a job they’ve been doing.

It’s so easy to look at the results
laid out on our news feature, and
respond angrily. But before you
storm the YUSU towers, pitchfork
in hands and demanding knock-
knock jokes for all those nights you
missed out on at B Henry’s (“the
home of YUSU comedy”), hold on a
second. Cast your mind back to last

elections and remember how
seduced you were. You wanted a
swimming pool the size of lake
Geneva, library fountains of fresh
orange juice squeezed on the thighs
of virgins, and enough pregnancy
tests to sink a small yacht. And you
weren’t going to vote for anyone
that wasn’t promising a free gifty.
You weren’t “keepin’ it frugal”, you
were “keepin’ it COOL”, and any
candidate worth their salt will have
realised.

I’m not trying to encourage
future candidates to come up with
bizarre, ludicrous policies, that they
can never even dream of achieving.
What I am saying though, is that

not carrying out every single one of
your policies through to the bitter
end isn’t a crime. For a start, there
are more important things to do
when you get into office. As the
University has demonstrated
recently, they don’t stop for student
whims, and the most pressing mat-
ters at hand overshadow more triv-
ial aims.

An officer who has spent their
entire time awarding themselves
gold stars looks best on paper, but
in reality they’ve left Rome, or more
aptly York, to burn. I’m not trying
to suggest that any of our Union
officers have done that either. Some
policies can be more easily achieved
than others, whilst some of the
more holistic, ‘blue sky thinking’-
type policies are nigh on impossible
to measure.

What started out as one man’s
pre-election dream can easily fall
under the remits of others a couple
of months later where it’s more
appropriate, and YUSU shouldn’t
be forced into absurd behavior to
satisfy the masses, in place of what
matters here and now.

Perhaps, then, the most inter-
esting thing isn’t how many of their
policies our Union officers have
achieved, but indeed what they
were in the first place. How ambi-
tious were they really, and how far
have they taken their ideas where
reasonably possible? It is also
through examining how they have
reacted to the obstacles they have
faced, and what they have priori-
tised, that you can truly measure
how worthy they were of your pre-
cious, cherished vote.

As the year comes to a close, it seems like most third-years cannot wait
to get out of York. However as much fun we have had in our lovely, concrete-
y Paradise, and however much we don’t want the people who have given so
much to Nouse in their time here to leave, we always knew that there would
be a time when it came to an end, and this is it.

So without further ado, thank you to Dr Adam Shergold, not only in his
role as official catering coordinator, but more aptly for his years as dedicat-
ed sports reporter extraordinaire. Thanks also to Leigh Clarke, the only
sports reporter who could easily challenge the mighty Shergold, not only for
his excellent writing once again, but for his persistent serenity and Alan
Partridge quotes in harder times. Thanks to Jonathan Fransman, for his
unrelenting refinement in the face of a recession and exquisite tastes, and
his astounding ability to raise the amount of money to keep the society in the
manner of which we have become blissfully accustomed. Thanks to Lida
Mirzaii for many a probing and intense vox pop, for managing to write truly
incredible pieces about women in the Middle East, and for her free of charge
LFA counselling. Thanks to George Lowther, whose beautiful photographs
we have been lucky enough to have had grace the pages of Nouse for the past
three years – we will miss both you, and your large guns. Thanks to Antonia
Shaw for knowing beautiful things and then bringing them to Langwith, lit-
erally the ugliest place in the world. Thanks to Peter Campbell for the best,
most proper answering machine messages in the Universe, please promise
to still call us so we may listen to your dulcet tones. Thanks to Isaac
Hewlings for the best Freshers’ week column ever, and the most innovative
dancing ever witnessed by Ziggy’s clientele (including pole dancing night).
Thanks to Laura Hulley for her bangin’ tunes throughout last year, and to
the pinnacle of cool that is Film Editor Duncan Pelham. Thanks to Olivia
Haughton for her inventive and original features, and to Beth Gandy and
Emily Hirst for making sure that everyone actually got to read all our hard
work. Thanks to Beki Senior for keeping the panto tradition alive, and
thanks to Peter Young for putting up with the real life panto that was last
year’s Politics team. Thanks to James Cousins for dotting the ‘i’s’, crossing the
‘t’s’ and being Irish throughout the entire of last year. Thanks to Holly
Thomas, whose challenging features took her to the Guardians and back,
and won us all lots of free drink vouchers. Thanks to Liam O’Brien for pio-
neering the Freshers’ points system in the office, and for being the genius
behind Destructors. Thanks to last year’s Deputy Editor Sian Turner, who
has done so much for the paper without ever asking for thanks or being
grumpy, and who remains the embodiment of calm in the most stressful sit-
uations. And last, but certainly not least, thank you to last year’s Editor
Henry (James?) Foy. Not for providing wine on demand to this year’s edito-
rial team, and for never asking why, but for being someone whose enthusi-
asm, passion, energy, and dedication to Nouse have been truly unfaltering,
and whose changes to the paper will be engrained forever.

We aren’t going to wish any of you good luck because we know for sure
that you won’t need it – if you can survive 24-hours without vitamins, natu-
ral light, ventilation and any sympathy at all, then you’re going to do just
fine. We just hope that you’ll keep in touch.
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Commercial services have ordered in the wrong tables for the new
Derwent bar. The tables are too heavy and can’t be moved without a long and
costly process involving paid individuals trained to move heavy tables.
Simply, this means extra costs for the University and the JCRC, and the loss
of dearly needed space.

At a first glance this looks forgiveable. Yet when one takes a closer look
it becomes clear that we are not merely dealing with an innocent mishap.

Such negligence to consult students by University Commercial Services
surely shows blatent disregard for its students. This campus, these buildings,
the entire raison d’être of a University is to serve the interests and academic
and social development of students. If the University must make some
money on the side via conferences for example, then these extra-curricula
activities, per se, absolutely must not conflict with the effectiveness of the
University as an academic and social environment.

Making this space near impossible to use means exercise clubs such as
the York Hornets and the Pole Exercise Club, both already having limited
and impractical practice spaces, will be yet more stretched for space. The
only response Commercial Services gave to this issue was to tell YUSU to
"reduced the number of societies."

The issue is further compounded by the news that, again without stu-
dent consultation, Commercial Services is planning to close the James
College bar, McQ's. In its place they allegedly plan to build a new bar with-
in the soon-to-be refurbished Rodger Kirk Centre. Yet those few students
who have been informed of this plan have been hugely critical. One
described the planned bar as "purely focused on conference guests", while
another said the space "wasn't designed for students at all."

Clearly this is not a Commercial Services with student interests at heart.
They claim to have brought in heavy hardwearing tables to save money as
they will last for longer. Yet Nouse cannot help but agree with YUSU Student
Activities Officer, Rhianna Kinchin, that “the cost of wear and tear for tables
is the cost of providing facilities for our students.” It seems apparent to
Nouse that the plans to close McQ’s and build a new bar in the Rodger Kirk
building are also being done in an attempt to please and attract conference
guests and not students. The University must realise that it is funded by and
for students and students must thus remain its primary focus.

NOUSE
Est. 1964

Nouse, Grimston House, University of York,YO10 5DD
editor@nouse.co.uk

Uncomfortable with the idea
that not everyone might
adore them, the many stu-

dent politicians of the NUS have
maintained an active policy over the
last few years to try and integrate
students and universities into the
local communities in which they
reside. They suggest that we get out
and volunteer in the run down
housing estates that are increasingly
being given over to student popula-
tions, much to the frustration of
local residents. Rather cutely, the
whole scheme is called “Love Your
Neighbourhood”.

There are few neighbourhoods
around the country harder to love
than Glasgow, though. It’s a place
where life expectancy can hover
around the age of 54, and 50% of
people draw incapacity benefits and
unemployment is rife. It rarely
makes pretty reading; it’s hard to
love something that’s truly lagging
behind the rest. Well, good news;
someone is making the effort.

Typically concerned with
pulling the poor of Bangladesh out
of poverty, the Grameen Bank is a
lending service with a heart of gold.
It works by giving out small loans to
the impoverished, giving them gen-
erous terms of payment in return
for promoting good social practice
such as encouraging kids to stay in
school, and then relying on trust
rather than law to reclaim invest-
ments. And now, it’s being set up in
Glasgow, in partnership with
Glasgow Caledonian University.

It’s a perfect example of a uni-
versity institution achieving the
goals of “Love Your
Neighbourhood” without any use-
less patronising inbetween. The
project is win-win for everybody, as
it even allows the Glasgow
Caledonian to conduct pioneering
research into welfare dependency
and solutions to poverty.
Glaswegians build a unique rela-
tionship with their local higher edu-
cation institution, and have the
chance to escape some of the worst
poverty in the country.

It also comes at a crucial time;
it’s taken years to set up, especially
with the full involvement of the
busy founder of the Grameen Bank,
Professor Muhammad Yunus, just
as the newly elected Conservative
government is set to impose strict
austerity measures on the provi-
sions of welfare. While not as far
reaching in Scotland due to the
SNP, the poor are to be hit regard-
less by the coming cuts.

Meanwhile, the NUS timidly
suggests you knock on your neigh-
bour’s door and let them know
when you’re having a party. I sus-
pect that constructing true friend-
ships rather than half-hearted
efforts to make peace are what will
save the reputation of British stu-
dents with the communities that
they are taking up residence in.

Scottish
solutions

Ben
Gascoyne

Comment
Editor

Berlusconi’s influence rides
high amongst the Sabbs
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“library fountains
of fresh orange
juice squeezed
on the thighs of
virgins”

Two hundred and fifty pounds
is a lot of money. It’s how
much money I get a month to

live on. So if I had to make the
choice between getting a dyslexia
test and living, I know which one I’d
pick.

Even though dyslexia testing is
important, and could have a massive
impact on my life, money makes the
world go round, and I like to eat
every once in a while. But isn’t it
awful that this is the choice that stu-
dents are forced to make?

Knowledge is power, and know-
ing exactly where the root of your
issues is could be the first step to
combating them, or at least being
able to understand and work around
them. But most students don’t have
a tenner to wave around, let alone
over two hundred quid.

Having to pay for this test
would be a practically insurmount-
able barrier to many students in the
future; this financial consideration
of what is clearly a welfare issue is
concerning.

We all know that times are hard
financially, and that they are not
about to get easier any time soon,

but the University should still be as
dedicated to providing care and con-
sideration for all students.

The decrease in money which
the Access to Learning Fund has
received has meant that certain pri-
oritising measures have had to be
taken, as students are applying for
funds as the recession bites. Funds
have been redirected away from the
dyslexia testing to combat other

areas of student hardship, and while
this prioritisation is unwelcome and
unfair, it is also not unusual.

The more outrageous sugges-
tion was that students found not to
be dyslexic would be guaranteed a
reimbursement, whereas those who
were tested positive would have not.

This is insane. Why should the proof
that you have a condition mean that
you have to pay for it?

It is unfair that someone who
finds out they have dyslexia should
be forced to lose so much money,
whereas someone else, who took the
same test, used the same resources,
and yet recieved a different answer,
does not. As a friend of mine, who
has dyslexia pointed out, “it’s like
punishing people for having a dis-
ability.”

The test is as worthwhile for
those who believe they may have
dyslexia but results show otherwise,
as for those whose suspicions are
confirmed. If it transpires that you
do not have dyslexia, then you can
pursue other options to explain your
problems. Either everyone should
have to pay, or, even better, no-one
should have to.

Financial restrictions and a
dedication to student welfare need
to be carefully balanced, and with
funding cuts we have to understand
that some tough decisions have had
to be made. However, we don’t
always have to agree with them, and
this is one of those occasions.

Rachel
Banning-
Lover

With the summer holidays
drawing closer, it won’t be
long before a whole new

set of eager-beaver, naive freshers
appear on campus.

Carrying, or rather stumbling,
around with what appears to be the
entire contents of Tesco’s alcohol
aisle, they’ll be excitedly looking for
their new room - something that
will surely resemble the ‘Vanbrugh
Palaces’ they were shown on the
open day. Unfortunately, all too
soon, their dreams will be shattered
as a porter (if they can find one)
diverts them to James N Block (Cell
Block C for you oldies) and the
zombie like homage to Salvation,
Ziggy’s and Gallery begins.

On a more serious note, this
new intake of students will each
have different expectations about
what will ‘make’ their university
experience. Most will have never
lived away from home and this
should be a major concern to the
university who despite having a
comprehensive welfare system in
place, still overlook the basics.

Essentially, the first people
you’ll meet are the people next door
in your accommodation. It’s a gam-
ble but this very first step into uni-
versity life can have drastically dif-
ferent consequences. My enjoyment
of Fresher’s Week was greatly influ-
enced by my flatmates’ enthusiasm
to participate. In comparison, my
friend from Derwent, supposedly
one of the ‘most sociable’ colleges
didn’t even have a Fresher’s Week.

Stuck on a floor with postgrad-
uates and international students
who weren’t interested in going to

student bar crawls or to see the
Cheeky Girls, she not only missed
out on part of the initiation into
student life, but also on the vital
opportunity to meet people, and
make friends.

Despite life going on beyond
Fresher’s Week, the fact that no
STYCs even turned up to her floor,
labelling it a ‘post-grad’ floor, shows
how easily new students’ interests
can be overlooked.

‘Invisible’ flatmates appear a
universal problem and whilst
expected, I believe the University
should carefully reconsider where to
place postgraduates and returning
students in accommodation.

Understandably, older students
have a large volume of work to do,
and won’t appreciate the ‘immature
freshers’ with their loud music, and
the smashing of crockery that
occurs at 4am.

The issue of what makes a
good STYC also needs to be
assessed. I would hope most people

would only apply to become STYCs
if they were ready to handle the
responsibility, and not just the
drinking involved.

In my opinion the best STYCs
stayed the whole week and are
those (like mine) we still can’t seem
to get rid of now. The worst include
the guy who turned up, stuck his
number on the fridge, and left ...
although some simply don’t bother
turning up at all.

Crucially, the University and
STYCs-to-be need to brace them-
selves for the new stampede of
freshers because believe me, what-
ever the expectations, there’ll be a
whole load of jokes, tears and tequi-
la shots to come.

With a new set of freshers set
to arrive in October, the university
will be given another chance to re-
invent themselves, the atmosphere,
and community on offer: York has
been provided with a blank canvas
for which to create the ultimate
university experience.

Hannah
Brearley

“having to pay for
this test would be a
practically insur-
mountable barrier
to many students”

Follow the debate on
Comment and
columnists online at
nouse.co.uk/comment

Our elected YUSU Officers
may not have completed
all of their election cam-
paign policies, but we
must judge them on their
other priorities as well

SARAH JILANI

ALEX PRICE

Charlotte
Hogarth-
Jones

Editor

Diagnosing dyslexia will
suffer as the cuts hit home

Learning lessons from fresh-
ers’ failures is essential

Left out of the loop

Remember to use your Nouse
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While I would usually attempt to fill this space with an amusing story about production, I seem to be struggling this
edition. The funny has run out, some would say. I can only put this down to the fact that it’s the last paper of the year
and, as much as I try and deny it, it seems like a watershed in my NOUSE career. It is almost impossible to describe the
strength of the trans-generational bond that takes place within this newspaper. The year above are wiser, more expe-
rienced and often the first people to know when something has gone seriously wrong in your life. And soon, we will
be saying goodbye. 

There is a special time late on Saturday night of production when the News team have gone home and it is just the
Sports and Features sections. Bad music is played and Features tries (again) to get a much sought-after invite to the
super-secret and uber-elite Sports’ parties. It is incredibly relaxed. Adam Shergold and Leigh Clarke, I’m not sure
whether it’s the two of you, the fact that you place absolutely no importance on MUSE or some combination of both,
but this year has been bearable because of you both. And next edition, you just might get a phone call from Liv and I
looking for some much needed perspective. Sorry about that. 

Finally, to the third years: Henry James Foy, Sian Turner, Liam O’Brien, and Holly Thomas. You got us when we were soft
and turned us into hard, inquisitive journalists, desperate for approval, and willing to do anything to get the story. All
of our technique, our pet peeves and our leadership is founded in what you taught us. You turned us into the editors
we are today and for that I cannot thank you enough. And Liam, I have to admit that you were most certainly right
about pretty much everything. Go figure. This edition is for you guys, whether you want it or not. 

Now: Features takes on Frank (or is it vice versa?) M5-7, it’s OK not to be a sex pest M8-9, Gascoyne does guns M10-1,
we learn that nothing’s ever what it appears to be M14-15, Fashion examines Graduate Fashion Week M16-17, Rob 
Ryan talks about knickers, posters and other commerical goodness M18 and ex-MUSE duo take on film M22. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen of the
class of 2012. Enjoy the free-
dom and opportunities of

University life. Oh, never mind; you
will not understand the freedom
and opportunities of University
until you’re mired in third-year hell.

But trust me, in 20 years you’ll
look back at photos of yourself at
Club D and recall in a way you can’t
grasp now how much possibility lay
before you and how fabulous you
really looked dressed up as a chav.
You’re not as fat as you imagine.
And neither is she. 

Don’t worry about the future;
or worry, but know that worrying is
as effective as trying to write a dis-
sertation by browsing Facebook.
The real troubles in your life are apt
to be things that never crossed your
worried mind; the kind that blind-
side you at 4pm during a boring
lecture on Hume.  

Do one thing everyday that
scares you. Act in the Drama Barn.
Watch something in the Drama
Barn, in fact. Don’t be bitter about
other people’s ambitions, don’t put
up with people who are bitter about
yours. Put on a pantomime. Run
for YUSU office. Don’t waste your
time on jealousy; sometimes you’re
on a solid first, sometimes you’re
staring a Desmond in the face. The
race is long, and in the end, it’s only
with yourself.  

Remember the compliments
you receive, forget the insults. If
you succeed, tell me how. Keep
your old love letters, save the 4am
sex texts and throw away your
Student Loan letters. Play sport for
your college. Raise a shitload of
money for charity by looking gor-
geous for two nights in Central

Hall. Don’t feel guilty if you don’t
know what you want to do when
you graduate. The most interesting
people I know didn’t know at 22
what they wanted to do with their
lives. Some of the most interesting
40 year olds I know still don’t. Get
plenty of Relentless. 

Be kind to the cleaners and the
porters, you’ll miss them when
they’re gone. Maybe you’ll make
the Nouse Top50, maybe you won’t.
Maybe you’ll win a YUSU Award,
maybe you won’t give a shit. Maybe
you’ll lift the College Cup, or maybe
you’ll get chucked out of Ziggy’s for
sliding down the banisters.
Whatever you do, don’t congratu-
late yourself too much or berate
yourself either: your choices are
half chance, so are everybody else’s.  

Enjoy your body, use it every
way you can, especially at Porno V.
Don’t be afraid of it, or what your
welfare reps think of it, it’s the
greatest instrument you’ll ever
own. Dance. Even if you have
nowhere to do it but in your own
dirty, shitty kitchen. 

Read the campus newspapers,
even if you don’t like the people
who write them. Do not read the
comments on the articles, they will
only make you feel depressed.  

Get to know your second-
years, you never know when they’ll
be gone for good. Be nice to the
people in your tutorials; they are
the best way to blag your way
through an LFA exam, and the peo-
ple most likely to walk you home
from Gallery when that dick from
your lecture decides he’d rather go
home with someone else.

Understand that friends come
and go, but for the precious few you

should hold on.  
Work hard to bridge the gaps

in geography and lifestyle that
inevitably divide you and your
housemates. The closer to gradua-
tion you get, the more you need the
people who made the journey with
you. Live in Tang Hall once, but
leave before it makes you hard; live
in those posh flats behind the Co-
op once, but leave before they make
you soft.  

Take day trips into the Dales.
It might still be Yorkshire, but it’s
pretty. Accept certain inalienable
truths: Vanbrugh baguette prices
will rise, campus politicians will
break their promises. You too will
get close to finals and spend all
your time in the library, and when
you do you’ll fantasize that when
you were a fresher the beer was
cheaper, sabbattical officers were
noble and first-years respected
their elders. Respect your elders.  

Don’t expect anyone else to
pay for your Summer Ball ticket.
Maybe you have a trust fund,
maybe your Daddy works with
derivatives; but you never know
when either one might collapse.  

Don’t backcomb your hair too
much, or by the time you're 22, it
will look 45. Be careful which pro-
fessors you believe, but be patient
with those who try to help you with
Derrida. Academia is a form of nos-
talgia, dispensing it is a way of find-
ing useless information in your
brain’s rubbish bin, wiping it off,
painting over the ugly parts and
recycling it for more than it’s
worth.  

Just make the most of your
years here. They go too fast not
to.With respect to Baz Luhrmann. 
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Henry James Foy

Friday night – Duchess. I have not been out
for a long, long time. This is partly because I
have been doing a quantity of hasty revision
of my LFA exam (“Qu’est que c’est la literat-
ture?” Well I don’t bloody know, DO I?!),
partly because I have discovered that I am
not, as I had hoped, naturally fluent in
Chaucerian Middle English. I am worried
that I have become the hermit from ’The Life
of Brian’, except hopefully a bit less hairy.
Thus, against all odds I am washed (it was
about time), and dressed (barely if I’m hon-
est, you can take the girl out of Essex …), and
ready to hit the town. Sadly, mes amis et moi
are halted at the entry to the Duchess by
York’s answer to the Terminator. “ID” he
barks. Friend numero uno profers her driv-
ing licence. “Can’t come in,” our friend Arnie
claims “... because you’re too attractive!” and
then winking. Ho ho ho, what a tease.

Friend two waves about a permit de
conduire in the hope of speedy entry. Once
again she is met with the firm hand of the
law. A tender gaze. A moment of connection.
“You know, I recognize you since I last saw
you … and you’ve really blossomed!” Ah!
Casonova strikes again! Is no York student
safe?! I head to the barrier, ready to face my
verdict. Opening my clutch bag to flash my
driving license secret undercover agent stylie
however, turns out to be a schoolboy error.
Arnie sees my perfume, and Prince
Charming’s tyrade launches forth once again.
“You must stink,” he offers. “I’m sorry?” “You
must stink, that’s why you’ve got perfume in

your bag – ‘ere lads, avoid this one, she
smells!” he hollers to the assembled goonies
behind him, before offering himself a big, fat
congratulatory pat on the back. As I try to
totter downstairs and reclaim as much digni-
ty as possible, I hear their final call, lingering
in the distance: “yeaaahhhh, stinky pits.”

At the YUSU Awards. Having sat
through 21 glorious and well deserved
awards for bestestmostinventivevolunteer-
ingcollegeprojectorganiser, I’ll admit that
the “media table” has had a few aperitifs to
help things pass. In fact, this seems to work
alarmingly well, as not only is the evening
slipping by at a steady pace, but the room is
also going round. I have definitely found a

new and staggeringly simple method of time
travel, something I’ve always hoped to do. As
the awards come to a close and our banter-
ous comperes try to make a hasty exit, I make
a spontaneous ambush.

“Where are YOU going, party hosts?” I
ask. “Um, well, were going home, we only got
paid until ...” “Can I have a present then?”
“I’m sorry?” “Well, if you’re going to go, can
you at least give me a goodbye present?
Someone took the bath bomb that was in my
complimentary bag so now I’ve only got the
fridge magents,” I explain. “Aaah I see. I have
a present for you,” offers the older, more Star
Trekky type compere, before pressing a little
velvet bag into my clammy hand. “Hmmm, is
this drugs?” I think to myself as I tip the con-

tents into my palm, they did seem a little odd
… “A DIAMOND!” I gasp. *five minutes
later* “Oh hello Charlotte, don’t you think
the awards were fantastic? So many great
people who’ve done such wonderful”

“Shhhhhh! Look … at my DIAMOND!”
“Oh, right, where did you get that?”

“Shhhh! Secret, secret, can’t tell you …
but looook …”

Aah bugger. As I hear the sound of
Scholl on lino, I come to the horrifying real-
ization that John’ll fix it from Sinclair is here.
John who never comes round when our dish-
washer is flooding our kitchen, but seeming-
ly only when I am naked. Today is clearly no
exception to the rule of John, as I have unfor-
tunately decided to do a little sunbathing.

“Aaaaarghhh, um hi John, didn’t realize
you were coming,” I blurt, turning a fetching
shade of crimson and struggling to cover
myself with Feminizing Chaucer.

John lowers his eyes to the floor and
does some kind of embarrassed, pheglemish
cough. “Umm, errr, do you, um, want a cup of
tea?” I offer.

“No thank you I’ll just get on with t’job
in t’kitchen,” John replies with his eyes
affixed firmly to the concrete floor, turning
me down as if I’d just offered him a hot night
of sin with myself and my lusty, 6 ft. 10 part-
ner Hank. “I promise I’m not trying to seduce
you, it’s just such terrible timing!” I think
about shrieking out, but thankfully he has
side-shuffled out of our house. 

   Social pariah: Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

“Don’t be bitter about other people’s
ambitions, and don’t put up with
people who are bitter about yours”



20 grass courts.The number avali-
able for ‘play’ at Wimbledon.We
will allow you to deduce your own,

suitably filthy, interpretation of this.
We’d do it for you, but my Grandpa
now reads this column.

300 ball boys (and girls) required to
control the courts.They undergo
special training, dontcha know. I

wonder what that involves,my little
Ralph Lauren wearing friends? Just
make sure you get the money first.

15 years, 282 days.The age of the
youngest female winner ever in
1996. Some say Queen of the

Courts. I say jailbait.

27,000.The amount of kilos of
strawberries eaten every year at
Wimbledon. I hear you can buy

them in tubs. After consumption, stick
a sail in it and call it a boat! In case it
floods, you see. It is England.

7,000 litres.The amount of cream
which accompanies said strawber-
ries. Dep Numbers and I question

this. I’m not sure the strawberries and
cream numbers correlate. Perhaps the
players have discovered more stimulat-
ing ways to consume the clotted
cream.Whaey, whaey (had to be done.)

500,000 people attend Wimbledon.
A reliable source (Adam Shergold)
tells me they now show sport on

TV.Who knew? And why bother?

1The top court at Wimbledon.The
easiest way to get a seat is via pub-
lic ballot. Here at Numbers HQ we

take a much more elitist attitude
towards seating.We have thrones.

52,000 balls are used every year.
That’s more than our dear friends
at Vision will have in a lifetime.

Even if they add them up collectively.
Don’t worry, the Nouse girls will help.

£2.50.The amount it costs to buy a
set of three balls used.They’re not
old, they’re vintage.

40 miles of string fitted to 2,000
rackets over the fortnight. Dep
Numbers and I spent 20 minutes

pondering this. We’ll let you know.

0% What I scored on the World Cup
trivia test (for kids) to see if I had
the skills for World Cup by

Numbers. FIFA? UEFA? Leigh Clarke
owned that bad boy. Show off.

This is Numbers and Dep Numbers for
MUSE signing off for the summer.
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The Nouse Crossword

New York train station (5,7)

Department of NE France, home of Champagne (5)

Tosca composer (7)

Cyprus’ second city (8)

Who has faith in luck (7)

Bitter (breakup, perhaps?) (11)

Equestrian discipline (8)

Use, implement (6)

Mexican snack (4)

With atomic number 30 (4)

Enterprising, visionary (11)

David and Victoria (8)

Eels Yet (nag) Small metal rings (7)

Credit (for cocktails, perhaps?) (3,3)

Conclusive passage (of musical piece) (4)

Tributary of the R. Ouse (4)

1.

7.

8.

10.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

9.

12.

15.

16.

17.

19.

Columbian guerrilla army (4)

Fail to honour (6)

Small, dainty (6)

Harvest, reduce in size (4)

Unintended conclusion (of a prank?) (8)

Celebrated submarine film (3,4)

Endure, bear (5)

1980s team of poltergeist policemen (12)

11.

13.

14.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

The Nouse Sudoku

So-called life: Liam O’Brien Wimbledon
by numbers

1 2 3 4

6

7 8 9

10 11

12

1413 15

16

17 18

20 21

19

22

Across
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While thinking (admittedly for about
five minutes, with a Corona in hand)
about my last column in Nouse, I have
come to reflect upon just how big a
part Pokémon played in my childhood.
Ah, those crazy critters! I look back
with a warmth that my fellow finalists
simply cannot understand, most of
them only having seen a couple of
episodes of the anime and Pokémon:
The First Movie. Re-watching this dra-
matic masterpiece, I could see how
they came to such easy and erroneous
conclusions. Towards the end, wanting
all the violence to end, wannabe
Pokémon Master Ash launches himself
between energy blasts from Mew and
Mewtwo, and in doing so is turned to
stone. Readers, the scene reminded me
of Japanese fears of nuclear war, and of
the pain they had already suffered. It
recalled the spirit of self-sacrifice
essential to, but not often connoted by,
pacifism. The statue of Ash on the floor
is the casualty of the race for power;
Pikachu is his mourner and griever.

Then, in perhaps the worst, most
blatant deus ex machina to grace the
modern screen, the surrounding poké-
mon cry their pokétears, somehow
aimed in an arch formation onto the
stone body, and Ash is revived. This
scene is rivalled only by Lord of the
Rings: Return of the King, when the
orcs are beating the living shit
out of the besieged residents
of Minas Tirith and the nar-
rative simply goes
“look yonder,
a bunch of
u n k i l l a b l e
green ghosts”.
The viewer is then
taken to the
gates of
Mordor: nearly
all of the main
characters are
going to die, and
the Nazgul are
picking off all the
ancillary players. But
“what’s that on the hori-
zon?” Oh! It’s some

fuckoff giant eagles.
Tangential escapades aside,

Pokémon treated me cruelly. As a child
I entered a tournament organised by
the good people of Nintendo. As a
mega-nerd, I won a couple of rounds.
What was my prize? 64 Celebi. 64
fucking Celebi, some useless piece of
crap grass poké. As I watched them
slowly download onto my game car-
tridge I suddenly understood that a
small part of myself had slipped away.

I didn’t learn my lesson, and
bought Pokémon SoulSilver a couple of
weeks back, and was all at once
reminded of the cruelty that so charac-
terised my Pokéchildhood. A couple of
hours into the game I recieved an egg
containing Togepi (see picture).
Hatching it is easy enough, but compli-
cations soon begin. You see, Togepi is a
bit useless, but its last evolutionary
stage, Togekiss, is incredibly nifty. In
order to get the strongest Togekiss pos-
sible, you have to evolve the Togepi
extremely early, as in at level 2.
Infuriatingly, it will only evolve when it
becomes sufficiently happy. 

But would this most intransigent
of Pokés evolve at level 2? No readers,
it bastard wouldn’t. I spent two thou-
sand pokédollars in half an hour trying
to lift it from its misery:  I gave it a
haircut, put it in fancy dress, had its
picture taken, gave it candy, lemonade

and a scarf, and trained it
to win a gold medal in the
Pokéathlon. Just how much
happiness can be bestowed
upon one Togepi?

And my reward for
spending all my resources
on this little egg? It’s
game description, which
reads: “As its energy,
Togepi uses the positive
emotions of compas-
sion and pleasure
exuded by people and
Pokémon. This
Pokémon stores up

feelings of happiness
inside its shell, then shares

them with others.”
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Frank Gardner
As a BBC security correspon-
dent, one is expected to put
themselves in the firing line.
Liv Evans and Mia de Graaf
speak to someone willing to

do anything for the story. 

I
t is unsurprising if you know
Frank Gardner as the man
who was left in a wheelchair
after being shot six times by
Al-Qaeda sympathisers. The
BBC Security Correspondent

attracted great media attention when,
in 2004, he became the subject of the
political conflict he was reporting on.
The attack has left him partly paral-
ysed and dependent upon a wheel-
chair for life. 

The cameraman accompanying
him on the trip to Saudia Arabia,
Simon Cumbers, was killed. The Saudi
government had forced Gardner to
use official minders, but they ran away
once the firing started.

But to reduce his long career to
just this one unspeakable horror is to
do him a disservice. This act of terror,
to him, was apparently just a minor
blip in the grand scheme of things. 

His nonchalant attitude is appar-
ent as he casually describes his career
over the phone. “Since then, I have
been to Afghanistan, and Borneo. I
will probably get back to Afghanistan
before too long to cover some more of
the operations that are going on there,
and next year I will hopefully go to the
North Pole.”

It is this relentless stamina and
admirable courage that has generated
Gardner the reputation of a heavy-
weight journalist. Having studied
Arabic and Islamic Studies at the
University of Exeter, he started out in
banking jobs in New York, Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia itself. Gardner then
moved into travel journalism, before
Middle Eastern correspondence.

In 1995 he joined BBC World as a
producer and reporter, and became
the BBC's first full-time Gulf corre-
spondent in 1998, setting up an office
in Dubai. In 2000, Gardner was
appointed BBC Middle East corre-
spondent in charge of the bureau in
Cairo, but travelled throughout the
region. After the 9/11 attacks on New
York, from 2002 Gardner specialised
solely in covering stories related to the
War on Terror.

When first discussing his interest
in travel, it is clear that his approach is
adventurous. Again, his light tone,
though clear cut and precise, hardly
reflects the persona one imagines of
someone that has been to the far
depths of 94 “unusual” countries.

“Everybody - like all university
students, for example - wants to do a
bit of travelling and get around
unusual places. I kept diaries while I
was there, and sketches and wrote
down conversations, which is incredi-
bly geeky but we went to such unusual
places, and climbed these volcanoes
through the jungle, and it was kind of
traumatic – got chased by hornets and
wasps up there, covered in leeches and

things," he explains, matter of factly. 
This genuine passion was the

thing that led him inadvertently into
journalism, as it appeared to be the
only access point into such a difficult
industry. Gardner is well aware that
the career path he chose was a difficult
one to crack. 

“I always thought what I really
wanted to do was to be a journalist but
I wasn’t really sure how to get into it.
All the time I was in banking I was
doing the occasional freelance bit of
travel writing for magazines like Time
Out and The Sunday Times, so if I
went somewhere interesting like
Yemen or Bulgaria I would write it up
as a travel piece.”

Travelling to each country, he
strove to build his experience in tele-
vised reporting too, one of the biggest
obstacles to his ideal career: “Because
I hadn’t yet reported for television,
there was an assumption that I wasn’t
yet reporter material because I hadn’t
come through some big training pro-
gramme. 

“I then had to set out and prove it.
The only way I could do that was to
send myself out on trips, to film
reports myself and bring them back
and get them put to air, so that was a
bit of a hill to climb.”

It is evident that his fascination is
still fresh, as he falls into gushing
about the “lush tropical foliage” of one
country and the volcanoes of another.
It is now, having achieved great suc-
cess, that he has decided to publish a
book documenting by chapter the 94
countries he has been to recreational-
ly. “I’ve just realised, wow, I’m lucky
enough to have gone to nearly 100
countries - so I’ve put the more inter-
esting ones into chapters of my book. 

“There are two messages really:
one is to push the envelope in terms of
adventure travel. I know the options
are far bigger now that people go out
travelling independently rather fre-
quently. It was all fairly unusual in the
early 80s to do that sort of thing, but
now adventure travel is big business. 

“But I would encourage people to
push the envelope; push the limits a
little bit, but without being dangerous.
And also that you can get over a cata-
strophic blow, and still go on travel-
ling,” he adds, poignantly.

He emphasizes that this latest
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Top left:
Gardner on
location with
his film crew.
Bottom left:
Gardner on his
travels.
Above: before
the shooting
took place.
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work is more than just a memoir. 
“My first book, Blood and Sand, I

wrote in hospital still recovering, so
that was about getting shot and the
recovery process.

“I also wrote about how I came to
be in the Middle East. This book I
wrote much later – over 2008 and
2009 – and it was published last year.
This second book is a travel book and
nothing to do with the shooting.

“I mean, I can’t avoid the elephant
in the room, but, of course, it was writ-
ten by a guy who was shot and has
spinal injuries because of it.

“This second book is not about
that at all, and I absolutely don’t want
this to be seen as a Blood and Sand 2.”

Gardner talks about travel in the
double sense of the word; exploring as a
visitor and as a journalist are very dif-
ferent activities.

He uses Egypt as an example. “I
visited there under lots of different
guises: I started there as a student, and

had a great year learning Arabic, with
no responsibilities. I spent a year
laughing with the Egyptians – they
have a fantastic sense of humour and
were really fun people to be with.

“It was very different when I went
back in 2000 running an office for the
BBC and also having a family out there
with all the responsibilities of that.” 

With a job that stretches to all
parts of the world, surely he has hit the
nail on the head in terms of the ideal
profession?

“Yeah, there’s a bit of travel in my
job but I wouldn’t call that travelling
because when you’re sent on an assign-
ment to go and report on somewhere,
you’re not at liberty to kind of explore
that place; you’ve got deadlines, you’ve
got schedules you’ve got people to
interview, you’ve got certain stories to
report … you’re not travelling really.”

In fact, as a Middle Eastern
Correspondent, travel is not always
imperative. 

“When I got shot in 2004, it was
the first trip I did that year. All the stuff
I was reporting on before I did here in
London. London is the capital of so
many worlds.

“I’m sure there’ll be some people
who might whistle a bit at that, but it is
certainly a centre for shipping.

“For example, when covering acts
of piracy that I report on, London’s a
very good place to do that: I can pick
up more information here than I could
say in Dubai or Mombasa.”

Furthermore, he has now to locate
a family base: “Our kids were born in
Dubai, we live in the Emirates, and
then we moved to Cairo and we lived
there for a couple of years when I was
Middle East Correspondent. And then
we moved back to London.”

So, as someone who has previous-
ly travelled extensively for pleasure,
what was his favourite destination?
Somewhat surprisingly, he opts for
Oman.

“It’s a really fabulous place. It’s got
a very colourful culture, and they are
gentle and kind people. It’s not a par-
ticularly rich country; it’s not gone
down the glitzy high-rise approach
Dubai has.

“It’s got fabulous beaches, lovely
weather, mountains, vineyards, rugged
valleys, peaks. The people wear colour-
ful clothes, they’re not all dressed in
black and white like in Saudi Arabia,
which is a very monochrome place.
Oman is not like that – it is an amazing
country.”

Aside from his freelance passion of
travelling, his job has been security cor-
respondence for years, having worked
for the BBC since 1995. This is a very
different field to journalism, one which
comes with its own dangers. 

When hearing that a loved one is
about to head off to a war zone, any
friend or relative would be forgiven for
questioning the safety and the need for
such a mission. 

But there is more to it than this;
war reporting requires very specific
skills and information. There is poten-
tially a paradox to be found – between
declaring the truth to the public, yet
maintaining confidence of others.

“I do get to meet or interview peo-
ple sometimes who say things that they
want not get to reported or they would
lose their job, but I wouldn’t call them
secrets.

“We might agree that things are off
the record, and they’ll say ‘right well,
actually this whole thing has been a
whole shambles or a fiasco’, but please

don’t quote me on that.
“I wouldn’t call it a secret but it’s

more something which might inform
you about something, and then you can
weigh it up with lots of other things
from other people - and then decide
what you agree with.

“It’s like a soup, you’re throwing
lots of different ingredients in by inter-
viewing different people or speaking to
them on the phone, and then you make
up your own mind independently as to
what you believe and what you don’t.”

So, to this end, does he find that

security journalism has changed? With
the advent of freer information and a
more inclusive media, it seems that this
is the case.

Even twenty years ago, the
amount of sources for information
were only a fraction of what they are
today, thanks to the internet.

But has not been the only change
for war reporting, with the security
services subject to changes of their
own. “Yeah, you have to remember up
until 1994 MI6 and MI5 didn’t actual-
ly exist. It was only through an act of
Parliament that they were publicly
acknowledged for the first time.
They’ve moved through these 16 years
to becoming more publically account-
able for their actions and their poli-
cies.”

Is this a positive thing? “I think as
long as its not making their jobs impos-
sible, I think it’s a good thing. I think
they should be publically accountable.”

But even with these developments,
he would not change the field of jour-
nalism he works in if he were to start
out afresh today. He sees these changes
as beneficial, and feels it important
that we continue to increase accuracy,
and scrutiny.

“It’s definitely an interesting area
– it’s one where there are a lot of myths
and a lot of people get it wrong.”

“We have to continue trying to
make sure that we don’t get it wrong.
Back in 2002, some of the paper head-
line about terror plots in London were
absolutely ridiculous,” he says firmly. 

“What they were accusing sus-
pects of even before they’d come to trial
was terrible and they wouldn’t get away
with that now. I think people are much
more careful now about not prejudic-
ing trial.”

However, it is hard not to return to
the shooting. Aside from the personal
difficulties of returning to working in a
war zone, the physical aspect of his
injuries severely hampered his work
practices. 

And he could be forgiven for find-
ing the incident as a rather big obstacle
to his objectivity when reporting on
Afghanistan. He insists his enthusiasm
for the job remains undimmed. 

“I’ve been able to preserve my
objectivity, and that’s very important to
me. Particularly working with the BBC,
we have to be objective,” before adding
that he “wasn’t particularly fond of
murderers even before my injuries so
that really hasn’t changed anything”,
which lightens the tone somewhat.

Frank Gardner has faced numer-

ous uphill struggles throughout his
career, but it is these struggles which
make it so fascinating. 

Not many people would have
headed straight back into a warzone
after being shot. He can give a unique
insight into the dangerous, complicat-
ed and intriguing world of war report-
ing, a world which is increasing in
potency as the conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan rumble on. 

Combine this with a passion for
travel, and you have one very formida-
ble figure able to do anything. M

“I’ve been able to preserve my objectiv-
ity, and that’s very important to me. We
have to be objective. I wasn’t particu-
larly fond of murderes even before my
injuries so that really hasn’t changed”
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A doll’s life: a choice
or a consequence?

Will it ever be acceptable for little girls to dream of being pole dancers?  Richard
Lemmer talks to the York Pole Exercise Club and Natasha Walter, author of Living
Dolls: The Return of Sexism about the line between degregation and liberation.

I
t had been raining, but that
didn’t put off the Pole Exercise
Club. In front of a large crowd
outside Browns of York, the
University of York Pole
Exercise Club committee per-

formed their strenuous - and some
would say sexual - routine.  In the
audience, young girls - primary school
girls dressed head to toe in pink -
watched moves like the “barbwire”, the
“fang” and the “serpent”. Several men
had their video-phones out.
Afterwards, the York Cheerleaders
revealed the rather short short-com-
ings of their costumes. Natasha Walter,
who mentions the York Pole Exercise
Club in her latest book, would not be
happy.

“Living a doll’s life seems to have
become an aspiration for many young
women, as they leave childhood behind
only to embark on a project of groom-
ing, dieting and shopping that aims to
achieve the bleached, waxed and tinted
look of a Bratz or Barbie doll,” Natasha
argues in her second book, Living
Dolls: The Return of Sexism, released
earlier this year. As well as her indigna-
tion at a literal “pole-dancing doll” toy,
Natasha lists the York Pole Exercise
Club as part of “our raunch culture,”
which has manifested itself as 'Playboy
Nights' at Loughborough University,
York’s Goodricke College, and a Page 3
style photo shoot at Pembroke College,
Oxford. These are merely milder forms
of the increasingly prevalent “dollifica-
tion” of society. 

But the committee members of the
Pole Exercise Club cannot see the sexu-
al aspect of their routine. “I think all of
us at the club want Pole to be seen as a
sport that anyone can get involved in -
male or female,” merchandise rep
Catherine Cooper-White says. Beth
Randall, a member of the club, agrees:
“We don’t really do any dance moves …
we weren’t doing anything in a sexy
way.” Numerous members of the club
took an interest as they likened it to
certain acrobatic circus skills. As for the
outfits - “if you think wearing vests and
shorts is overly sexualised you probably
shouldn’t leave your house on a hot
day,” Catherine says.

Talking to Natasha, she expressed
the need for a debate about where
rights stop and raunch begins. “When
I’ve been debating this issue, people

have expressed the worry that I’m advo-
cating quite a puritan view of sex and
sexuality.” So the pole exercise club has
a place in a equal society? Natasha is
hesitant: “What we need is true libera-
tion, which isn’t about censorship or
shutting down choices. It’s about hav-
ing a debate about which choices are
good choices.” Natasha references an
interview she conducted with one
young woman who had become a lap
dancer. The woman said, “Look, I made
this choice. I wasn’t forced into this
work. I wasn’t coerced. I wasn’t a vic-
tim. I made a choice. But it was a bad
choice. It was a damaging choice.”
According to Natasha, we need to talk
in these terms - deciding on damaging
choices. 

But numerous commentators have
seen the “raunch culture” issue less as a
second wave feminist issue than about
soft-core pornography, and more as an
issue about equality. If good choices lay
at the heart of Natasha’s gender-equal
world, then those choices will be
dependent on the chooser’s social back-
ground. As others - as well as Natasha -
have pointed out, the life of a well paid
glamour model may seem to trump a
life stacking shelves at Superdrug.
“There is this culture that says to young
women the path to success and status is
through flaunting their bodies,”
Natasha says, “and this culture weighs
very heavily on women with fewer
options and narrower aspirations.” 

Not that a WAG lifestyle after a
quick topless shot is guaranteed. “It’s
important to remember that many girls
are lured into stripping for free,”
Natasha says, before going on to refer-
ence the large number of girls posing
half naked in the section of Nuts enti-
tled 'My Girls' - a section that pays
nothing to submitters.

As Phil Hilton, ex-editor of Nuts,
says in the book, “in reality, if you’re a
young working-class woman from the
provinces who sends your picture into
these magazines, you’re not likely to
become incredibly successful. It’s like
the young working-class guys who all
want to be professional footballers -
these are unlikely ambitions.” The cru-
cial difference, for Natasha, is that the
wannabe footballer isn’t judged by the
size of his balls. 

And it is not just working class
girls that are affected by the “dollifica-

“It’s like the young, working-class guys who all want
to be professional footballers - these are unlikely
ambitions. The crucial difference is that the wannabe
footballer isn’t judged by the size of his balls.”



Left: two girls
pose for a
Playboy
themed photo-
shoot.
Right: publicity
bunnies wait
before the
event starts.
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tion” of society. “I tried to inter-
view people from a wide range of back-
grounds,” Natasha says. “Even the girls
from elite private schools definitely felt
the effects of this culture in terms of
their own dissatisfactions with their
bodies, and in terms of how they felt
success for women is so often measured
in terms of a narrow definition of sexu-
al attractiveness.”

Despite its negative effects and its
limited prospects for most wannabe
models, raunch culture is continuing to
make a comfortable profit. In 2009,
Nuts still sold over 180,000 copies
every week in the UK. And brand-con-
scious pop stars continue to rely on the
adage that sex sells: according to a
recent analysis of music videos, over
70% of women shown were not wear-
ing many clothes or were dressed high-
ly provocatively. 

“Why do we let the market set our
standards?” Natasha wants to know.
“In the 1980s and 1990s we let the mar-
ket set our moral standards for us, and
we have come to see the limitations of
that. So if we are to move away from
that kind of culture it’s going to take a
wider question of our values. We will
also have to question why we let the
market have that power.” 

Occupying an increasingly com-
plex place in the debate is Nuts' overar-
ching target audience: men. We are still
seen as the consumers of raunch cul-
ture. Natasha highlights the comments
left on prostitution review website
Punter.net: one comment reviews a
prostitute as a “tired old haggard whore
… saggy tits … hairy minge … shite
punt.” But she is also quick to point out
some men’s awkwardness when con-
fronted by some women’s ‘Sex in The
City’/Girl With A One Track Mind

ance. “What does bother me are the
people, mainly women, who assume
that we’re doing it for those men,” Beth
says, “they judge me and write deroga-
tory things in public media where the
stigma is reinforced.”

Undoubtedly, there is a debate to
be had about the thin line between
women’s degradation and liberation.
But surely there are more pressing con-
cerns than Tits-and-Ass shows? In
2007, women made up just 11% of high
court judges, despite accounting for
49% of the lowest ranking judges.
Women made up only 11% of FTSE 100
directors and 14% of national newspa-
per editors. After the election, there are
only 143 female MPs, compared to 507
males in the Commons. And a recent
article in this very paper has sparked a
debate as to whether positive discrimi-
nation is needed in academia, with the
philosophy department having just
three female academics. 

But Natasha acknowledges that
there are issues bigger than the burning
of a WonderBra. “You need to break
down these stereotypes that say one
subject is suited to men another is suit-
ed to women,” Natasha says. “We need
to attack the problem in terms of posi-
tive actions rather than positive dis-
crimination.” 

“We need to outreach into schools
to show girls why science or engineer-
ing or philosophy - traditionally male
dominated subjects - are positive choic-
es for girls, then we still need to break
down the barriers with jobs in terms of
maternity leave and equal pay.” Despite
shying away from positive discrimina-
tion, Natasha would advocate it in one
instance: “Politics. There is such a cry-
ing need for women in Westminster
and the only way to kick start that is

through quotas.” Natasha is also very
aware of the plight of women around
the world, having set up the organisa-
tion Women for Refugee Women in
2006. “Four years ago I met a woman
called Angelique. She came to this
country from the Democratic Republic
of Congo, where she had been impris-
oned and tortured because of the polit-
ical activities of her father. She had
been turned down for asylum and was
destitute in London. So she walked the
streets. She walked and walked, criss-
crossing the capital, begging for food,
even though she was heavily pregnant,”
Natasha wrote in The Guardian last
year, explaining her passion for organi-
sation. 

  This seems like a lot of doom and
gloom. Where is the praise for Hilary
Clinton’s work in politics? Or Hilary
Mantel winning the Booker and Doris
Lessing winning the Nobel prize? Or
the commitment to human rights made
by women like Aung San Suu Kyi and
Shirin Ebadi, the first Muslim woman
and first Iranian to win the Nobel peace
prize?

“I suppose there is space for posi-
tive books and inspiration,“ Natasha
says. “We will have to see what women
and men write about feminism in the
next ten years - maybe we can get more
space to have optimistic narratives as
well.” So why not write about the
achievements of Angela Merkel,
Martha Lane Fox and Martha
Nussbaum? “I thought Living Dolls'
was the right book to write at this time.
It will be interesting to see where
things go over the next decade.” 

It seems there is plenty of material
for the next great book on feminism.
The question is: will it be subtitled 'The
End Of Sexism'?  M

mentality. As one of Natasha’s intervie-
wees, Ruby, puts it, “it’s the boys who
keep talking about love. They are so
emotional and wimpy. It makes it diffi-
cult to run my sex life the way I want.”
Natasha stresses the importance of
being non-judgemental: “It isn’t that it
is men all on one side of this and
women on the other. It is really impor-
tant to say that. A lot of times in the
past women have spoken as if all
women are the victims and all men are
the perpetrators of the problem. Now I
think you have a much more compli-
cated situation.” 

From fictional sex-addicts like
Samantha to personas like Jordan who
are essentially sexual brands, women
who seem to be directing their own sex-
ual promiscuity leave some men strug-
gling to engage with the opposite sex.
“A lot of the men and boys I inter-
viewed for the book felt angry or frus-
trated by the way they felt this culture
limits their own choices, in terms of
conforming to a stereotype,” Natasha
says. “Liberation and more equality will
benefit men as well as women.”

The members of Pole Exercise
were nonplussed about how men per-
ceived their performance. Catherine
says, “It does not really bother me -
what can I do about it? The fact is that
men find a lot of stange things sexy!
Men really do not enter into the equa-
tion, and I cannot emphasize that
enough.” Orsolya, Press and Publicity
for Pole Exercise, agrees: “If you see
someone on the top of a nine foot pole
upside down, holding on only with her
hands and all you can think is ‘STRIP-
PER!’, then there’s not much we can do
about that.” But Beth is more con-
cerned about how other women - like
Natasha - will perceive the perform-
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B
ritish society is not known
for its gun crime. Felonies
involving guns is by and
large far lower in Britain
than most other nations
worldwide. 

Fourteen years ago, the Dunblane
massacre sparked a national outcry
that uncontrollably warped percep-
tions amongst the general public
towards the heavy restriction of
firearms.

Only a few sections of society
clung on to their ability to hold guns;
those who either used them for hunting
and conservation, and those who shoot
for sport, both of which have signifi-
cant overlap. 

Dunblane demanded a quick
response whether or not the gun hold-
ers of Britain felt that the new narrative
was reasonable or not and firearms
were quickly restricted to the point of
near illegality in the UK. 

While the Conservatives of 1996
stopped just short of making all hand-
guns illegal, the Labour government
essentially followed through when it
took office in 1997. 

The expectation was that any
repeat of Dunblane, where Thomas
Hamilton shot sixteen children at their
teacher, would be impossible. Those
holding guns for sport or hunting of
animals would be required to pass

Should private owner-
ship be a public issue? 

Britain has some
of the strongest

gun legislation in
the world. Ben
Gascoyne asks

whether laws
designed to pro-

tect the public
have gone too

far? 

strict checks on their fitness to hold a
licence to do so, which would target
those with a criminal past or mental ill-
ness. 

But on 2 June, Derrick Bird mur-
dered 12 people and injured a further 11
with a variety of weapons with a terrify-
ing potential to kill. 

The caveat is that all of them were
legally acquired. Where do firearms
laws in Britain go now, and where does
the community of British firearms
holders stand?

The story of Derrick Bird is vastly
confusing for those that attempt to
apply a sole reason for his rampage, but
it nonetheless paints a picture of a man
troubled. 

Journalists and police seeking to
paint a picture of why he went on his
killing spree have yet to find any partic-
ularly illuminating cause; his unpaid
tax bills, his embarrassment at the
hands of a Thai prostitute and family
bickering have all been pointed to as
the potential spark for his murder-sui-
cide spree. 

Regardless, his story presents a
problem for the owners of firearms in
Britain. In the wake of the shootings,
pro-firearms lobby British Association
of Shooting and Conservation have
organised an enormous campaign to
contact MPs and demand that no fur-
ther restrictions be placed upon the

ownership of firearms in Britain. 
The number of people that they

represent is surprisingly sizeable,
claiming that there were “453,383
firearms and 1,366,082 shotguns” reg-
istered with the police as of 2009.

“We are shocked by what hap-
pened in Cumbria” says Debbie Collins,
who works for the organisation. She
adds though, “we reject any further
restrictions on the ownership”. 

The group already contends much
of the stigma around gun ownership in
Britain. “Legal gun owners by the
nature of the licensing system have to
be amongst the most law abiding mem-
bers of society.  A conviction for drink
driving or a family argument could
cause you to lose your certificate,” adds
Collins.

While pro-firearms lobbyists point
to laws in place to avoid individuals
with a criminal past getting hold of
weapons, the case of Derrick Bird does
provoke concern that the systems that
were set up to avoid this are inade-
quate. 

Bird was approved for his firearms
certificate despite the fact he had previ-
ously received a three month prison
sentence, a conviction due to stealing
from his previous employer, escaping
from being flagged in the system due to
the fact it was suspended and later
spent.



Top left: British
.455 Webley-
Fosbery auto-
matic revolver
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University of
York students
practice shoot-
ing.
Right: target
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competency
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22/06/10 MM1111www.ey.com/uk/careers

It was largely unsurprising when
the anti-firearms lobby quickly organ-
ised after the shootings. Their start in
the United Kingdom came from the
Hungerford (where Michael Robert
Ryan shot sixteen people, including his
own mother, in 1987) and Dunblane
massacres, as each incident demanded
responses from experts and provoked
the anger of local residents and con-
cerned citizens. Their work was influ-
ential throughout the 1990s, but with
very little cause to complain at the
actions of legal owners throughout the
last decade, the focus turned largely to
illegal firearms being used in inner-city
areas. 

The Cumbria shootings have
reawakened their membership and
cause, with their leading experts offer-
ing suggestions on avoiding more
nightmare murders happening.

Some have already suggested fur-
thering the monitoring and trans-
parency surrounding the right to own a
firearm: “Gun owners in the UK have
always been protected by a culture of
secrecy.”

“Police will not give out informa-
tion about gun ownership, saying it’s a
private matter.  But when legal gun
owners commit such dreadful crimes,
it’s clearly not a private matter.  

“We should know who around us
has guns so we can judge whether they

ered the remarks, and commented: “the
suggestion that guns be centrally
stored, rather than being stored secure-
ly in owners' homes, represents a signif-
icant danger. Such a store would
become an immediate target for crimi-
nals and terrorists and there are record-
ed incidents of central storage facilities
being ram-raided in the 1980s.”

The reality of gun ownership is
somewhat more uncertain than the
black and white lines that the lobbying
groups of each side present. 

“We do have a shotgun, and it’s
kept in a locked up cabinet” says Steven
Roberts, who lives in an agricultural
area. “We’re unsure of what to do with it
though. It was a relative’s and the
license to hold it was his. We have no
use for it or ammunition, but the legal
status of it is weird.” 

His case, while harmless, is an
example of the way in which ownership
can present challenges and nuances,
despite the strict intent of the law.

For a great many more gun own-
ers, they see their way of life as being
threatened. Organisations such as the
BASC place an effective political and
public face on the community, but the
feelings of its membership is more
erratic and frustrated. 

One sports shooter commented
online: “The ‘crossbow cannibal’ killed
prostitutes with a crossbow and the

media didn’t bat an eyelid. There’s a
much less legal reason for owning a
crossbow than there is a shotgun or
rifle. Yet not one person in the media is
calling for crossbows to be banned.

“I really don’t see the difference
there; both are evidently capable of
killing, but because it’s not a firearm
and doesn’t go bang, people don’t seem
to take as much notice.” 

There is some cheer for the mostly
countryside based communities, who
are beginning to feel under siege; the
newly elected Conservatives have
already responded favourably towards
the pro-firearms lobby. 

While announcing a review of
firearms laws, Cameron has yet to
make any significant response other
than stating that he would avoid any
knee-jerk response.

The suggestions of anti-gun lobby-
ists have taken hold with the public
however, as pollsters YouGov reported
that nearly 70% of the population are
now in favour of increased restrictions
on the rights of gun owners. 

The Conservatives are broadly in
support of the efforts of the pro-shoot-
ing lobby. However, our new
Government may ultimately be left
with no choice as to how things
progress if the Cumbria massacres find
the same level of public outcry that was
met with after the Hungerford and
Dunblane massacres. M

are suitable people to hold such deadly
weapons,” said Gill Marshall-Andrews,
who works for the Gun Control
Network, an anti-firearms pressure
group.

The anti-firearms lobby has also
laid out their belief that firearms or
ammunition no longer belong in
homes at all. “If firearm owners were
not permitted to store guns and ammu-
nition at home, the incident could not
have happened,” said David Squires,
who also works for the Gun Control
Network. 

He added that “we can't look into a
crystal ball to say who may or may not
be about to go off the rails, or
encounter depression, or be consumed

by murderous rage – but we ought not
let them have the means to perpetrate a
mass shooting outrage if and when they
do.”

Already though, this kind of narra-
tive has agitated the shooting commu-
nity in Britain. Debbie Smith consid-

“The ‘crossbow cannibal’ killed
prositutes and the media didn’t
bat an eye lid. There’s much less
reason for owning a crossbow.”
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A
ny visitors to London over
the past few weeks will
have encountered a few
unusual sights among the
traditional tourist haunts
of Big Ben and

Buckingham Palace. Our rainy capital
city is hardly the place one would
expect to find wildlife from the other
side of the globe. But there has been
something of an Asian invasion to
Britain recently: some 250 elephants
have made London their home.

These life size sculptures, each
with their own unique design, have
been scattered among London's streets.

Public art in Britain is at its most
abundant in our capital city, and yet the
innovative introduction of the Elephant
Parade has boosted its visibility even
further. It is hard to miss art when it is,
quite literally, staring you in the face.

Combining playful three dimen-
sional aesthetics alongside a charitable
motive has meant that “at a time where
there was a lot of doom and gloom, this
was a project that appealed,” remarks
Mary Powys, the Project Manager for
Elephant Parade London. 

The ‘parade’ started in May,
embodying the real spirit behind acces-
sible and interactive art. It is one in a
series of three city-wide Elephant
Parades to date. The full display can be
both actively searched for on the
Parade route map or simply stumbled
across until June 28th.

The parades are run by a charity
named Elephant Family, established in

2002, which works to save the Asian
elephant from extinction in the wild.

Most of the sculptures are situated
in the open air, as a “celebration of the
beauty of the magnificent Asian ele-
phant”, and three herds have been
placed in the Royal Parks. Elephant
Family says that the London Parade has
“an estimated audience of 25 million,
raising a projected £2 million”.

An impressive number of high-
profile artists have designed elephants
for the London parade, including Jack
Vettriano, Lulu Guinness, Tommy
Hilfiger, Paul Smith and His Royal
Highness Prince Michael of Kent. The
elephants will be put up for auction at
the beginning of July, and it is expected
they will raise thousands of pounds for
the Elephant Family charity. 

Powys is as anxious as the prospec-
tive bidders to know where the futures
of all 258 creations lie. “We all get very
attached to our elephants, so we’re real-
ly keen to know where they will go.” The
money raised by each sculpture also
impacts the reality of the future of
Asian elephants in India, Malaysia,
Indonesia and Thailand.

Powys talks about the ethos and
motivation behind the planning of the
parade itself, which began in January
2009: “With the financial crash hap-
pening, a lot of charities were strug-
gling, but we knew we were on to some-
thing with this mode. 

“The fact that it is positive, bright
and very different means that we’ve had
an absolutely stonking year and a half.”

The Elephant Family charity aims
to combat the lack of room for Asian
elephants to roam safely and harmo-
niously alongside humans in their nat-
ural habitats. They do this by building
‘corridors’ for the elephants to walk
through. These corridors reduce the
number of elephants being killed by
humans and, equally, the amount of
elephants killing humans whilst trying
to find food. 

The popularity of the Parade has
been helped by its diverse aesthetic
appeal, as Powys elaborates. “Children
love them just as much as adults do.
Henry Windom, the chairman of

Sotheby’s, is used to fine art. Quite a
number of the elephants would defi-
nitely fall into that category but some of
them are just plain fun … he loved the
silly ones just as much as the ones by
Mark Quinn or Peter Beard.

“I believe that the fact that they’re
so bright and colourful and in your face
is a really good thing, because it cap-
tures people’s imagination. If I was just
standing there talking about the prob-
lems facing Asian elephants, people
might just switch off. But this has got
mass appeal which is our best weapon.”

Memorable public art in Britain

tends to be conceptually outrageous,
subversive (often politically) or original
architecturally. Powys alludes that the
unusual elephants have not faced diffi-
culties in getting noticed. 

“We find art such a powerful tool
to get the message across - it’s absolute-
ly brilliant.” Using art as a distraction
from everyday burdens, the Parade
redirects and refocuses energy towards
helping a cause in a different continent.
“As a charity, we have started to use art
as a way of getting people’s attention,”
she continues. 

Powys believes in the simplistic
power of showcasing entertaining pub-
lic art: “We realised that we’re raising
money for Asian elephants that exist
miles and miles away in Asia. To make
it relevant and interesting and appeal-
ing to people on this side of the planet,
the best thing to do is rock up in the
neighbourhood with a herd of ele-
phants and confront people with it.
And then you’re being asked the ques-
tions, and it just arouses curiosity.”

“We’ve got a big, bold, and bright
project that’s press worthy, so The

Evening Standard, one of our partners,
put a big feature out saying “the ele-
phants are coming”, and that opened
the doors to sponsorship and opened
the doors for artists,” explains the
Project Manager.

Powys describes the public reac-
tion to Elephant Parade so far as “over-
whelmingly positive”. As the elephants
are on open display, landowners of
locations such as Burlington Arcade
“were paying to make sure they had ele-
phants in their area. It’s good for retail-
ers; it adds interest. You’ve got hun-
dreds of thousands of Londoners at the
moment going round with a map and
ticking them all off.

“We put some elephants in areas
where perhaps that kind of thing does-
n’t happen very often, like Brixton, and
it’s a way of helping their own regener-
ation projects, so it ticks lots of boxes.”

Asking famous artists, sculptors,
and public figures to contribute designs
has undoubtedly promoted the popu-
larity of the Parade. Alongside this, six
of the sculptures are placed in the
Selfridges department store on Oxford
Street, one of the highest ranking areas
of footfall in the city. It has boosted the
image of the project and brought in a
multitude of prospective bidders.

Money remains a dominant factor
behind any exhibition of public art,
with an even more pertinent emphasis
when its purpose is charitable funding. 

Aiming to raise £2 million purely
through auction is no easy feat, but it
has been done before by Elephant

Family themselves in two
previous ‘parades’ in Amsterdam and
Rotterdam. There, the average prices
for individual sculptures were around
£7,000. Powys hopes for the same level
of success in London.

‘Mammoth Metaphor’, the ele-
phant designed by influential photog-
rapher and diarist Peter Beard, is set to
be the highest earning sculpture.
Currently, the next online bid step for
‘Mammoth Metaphor’ is £50,250.

For the less wealthy members of
the general public, Elephant Family
have set up a global petition which will
be sent to governments urging them to
recognise the crisis faced by Asian ele-
phants. They hope to persuade them to
invest in “securing a viable future” for
them. The petition’s figurehead
is ‘Cloudia’, who has been travelling to
locations such as the London Eye and
Downing Street to raise awareness, and
collecting signatures on her travels.

70% of the funds raised in auction
will be going to charity, so Powys main-
tains that the parade is a “social enter-
prise”. However, “some of the more
valuable elephants like the sculptures
by Mark Quinn, Jack Vettriano and
Peter Beard will be bought by quite
serious art collectors” and she hopes
that after the auction “we will see a
couple of them dotted around London
in public places”.

A prominent feature of the life size
sculptures is their display in recognis-
able tourist locations. The paradox
between visibility and civic apprecia-

tion was a huge consideration for the
Project Manager and her team, facing a
continual threat of vandalism. 

“That is the biggest risk in doing a
public art exhibition like this - it’s on
the street for two months,” she
explains. 

“If somebody wants to come along
with an axe and just destroy one of the
sculptures, there’s nothing we can do
about that. But we did put measures in
place to try to give all of them a fighting
chance.”

Besides each elephant being coat-
ed with anti-graffiti resin, “the ele-
phants are bolted, so they avoid the risk
of somebody being able to just literally
pick them up and walk about away with
them. That would have to be pretty
meditated - a theft with machinery!”

Elephant Parade falls not only into
the category of public art, but also that
of social art. Whilst openly appreciated,
the auctioning process will inevitably
attract a wealthy or corporate elite as
its primary bidders. 

The sculptures are a simultaneous
showcase of publicly accessible art, an
appreciation of fine design and crafts-
manship displayed in a novel form and
a bidding war between affluent art col-
lectors - all in the name of protecting
Asian elephants.

“You know what,” claims Powys,
“2010 is going to be a very good year for
Asian elephants.”

Sign the petition to help ‘Cloudia’
at  elephantparadelondon.org M

Fresh out of Asia

“We all get very attached to our
elephants, so we’re really keen
to know where they will go.”

Above: various
elephant sculp-
tures, including
‘Mr Stripe’ and
‘Elephish’
Left: ‘Cloudia’
on display in
Covent Garden

Camilla Apcar talks to the organiser of the
Elephant Parade in London about wildlife,
charity and vandalism. 
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CLAIRE
CORNOCK
Welfare

As one of the driving
forces behind the
YUSU Disability
Committee, Claire
has become a
pivotal figure for
disabled students on
campus.

JONATHAN
BROCKBANK
Academic

Jonathan’s unique
lectures and essay
workshops, which
include biscuits, bal-
lads and violins, are
renowned amongst
English and Politics
students.

ALEX ALLISON
Student Activities

The Editor of The
Lemon Press and
the Secretary of
Poetry Soc. has
established the pio-
neering magazine
which has been
nominated for an
NUS award.

ROBERT
HUGHES
Welfare

JamesWelfare Vice-
Chair and joint LGBT
Social Chair Robert is
cited for his event
managing skills and
additional work with
Equality,Welfare and
Diversity Committee.

BEN HUMPHRYS
Welfare and
Students

Academic Officer-
elect and incumbent
Welfare Officer Ben is
well-loved for his
clear dedication to
students and his
after-hours
commitment.

HOLLY
TREADWELL
Welfare

As one of public faces
of Nightline, Holly is
admired for all the
work she does for the
organisation
and her co-ordination
of a 36-hour Nightline
flat.

PETERWARNER-
MEDLEY
Welfare

Previous Langwith
Welfare Officer and
LGBT Officer Peter has
been hailed for his
well-documented
passion for welfare
and student issues on
campus.

MARGARET
FERGUSON
Academic

LFA tutor Margaret
has been praised by
her students for
being incredibly
supportive,
inspirational and
instrumental to their
success.

ZAHRA LATIF
Academic

Zahra is the friendly
and supportive
English Joint Honours
Course and Faculty
Representative, who
has been celebrated
as helpful and under-
standing to Joint
Honours students.

GRAEME
OSBORNE
Academic

The Halifax Treasurer
was nominated for his
work as the Politics
Board of Studies
representative and
the Social Sciences
Faculty
representative.

SEISHI SHIMIZU
Academic

The delightfully
eccentric and
inspiring Chemistry
tutor founded the
Homeric Greek
Society, and has been
praised for the unique
touches he adds to
his lectures.

CAMILLA APCAR
Student Activities

Nouse’s Deputy
Comment Editor and
first-year English
and History of Art
student has recently
founded a quickly
growing society, HP
Muggle Soc.

GUS BEAMISH-
COOK
Student Activities

Gus has been
nominated for his
pioneering radio
work, in addition to
his contribution to
the English
Anthology and York’s
music scene.

WELFARE
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Welcome to the
Nouse Top 50
2010. 

In May, we asked
campus to nominate the
people it thought were
most deserving of recog-

nition this year - and the interest we got was
amazing. 

We received over 200 emails, several
Facebook support groups were formed, and over
150 people appeared on the shortlist. We then
asked you to vote for your favourites from the
list... and here are the final results. 

The Top 50 hasn’t been ordered from high-
est to lowest, and no figures from the final list
have been disclosed. But we have to acknowl-
edge the unprecedented votes Nightline
received this year; they not only topped the list,
but also received almost double the amount of
points than their closest competitor. Their work
clearly deserves aann eexxttrraa ssppeecciiaall mention in this
list. Some of the emails we received said how
remarkable the students are who power the
project, and how much unsung hard-work and
time goes into its maintenance, being a source
of constant support and advice for every student
on campus. I hope you enjoy the
results. 
Front page image courtesy 
of Sam Newsome and Nightline. 

JANE HUGHES
Charities and 
volunteering

Jane has worked 
continuously
throughout the year
for Kids’ Camp and
YUSU Volunteering,
and helped to organ-
ise Mega College
Challenges.  

ASHLEY HOLDING
Charities and 
volunteering

Ashley has been
hailed for leading
Amnesty International
at York, and for being
a passionate and
inspirational leader
and speaker on
human rights issues.

RACHEL 
HESSELWOOD
Charities and 
volunteering

Rachel has been
praised for all her
commendable work
in Kids’ Camp and
YUSU Volunteering
this year, as previous
Chair of the group. 

LYDIA BLUNDELL
Student Activities

The Halifax President
is said to work 
tirelessly for her 
college and for Halifax
undergraduates. She
has also recently been
elected as the joint
Chair of Cheesy Pop
Soc. 

HOLLY BURTON
Student Activities

Derwent Chair Holly is
an extremely 
dedicated RAG 
member and is 
said to be always 
supporting her 
college 
and its 
students. 

Laura Connor
Deputy Editor
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FIONA
LAVELLE
Student Activities

The Yorker Editor
has been elected as
the new Fusion
President after her
work as a
choreographer and
dancer at this year’s
show.

JASON ROSE
Student Activities

Jason’s unwavering
commitment to
innumerable
committees and
societies has been
praised as
demonstrating a
commendable
passion for students.

ANNA BUCKS
Societies

Previous YUM Chair
and winner of this
year’s coveted Greg
Dyke award, Anna
has developed
greater
links between
media societies and
YUSU.

OLIVER LESTER
Student Activities

Derwent’s best-loved
name has been hailed
for his committment
to RAG and his col-
lege. He has assisted
in organising this
year’s hitch to Paris,
and in creating Big D’s
promotional vidoes.

LUKE MALKIN
Student Activities

Through his
well-documented
work for DanceSport
and York Come
Dancing, in addition
to RAG, Luke has
been nominated for
his consistent dedica-
tion to societies.

SEAN O’BRIEN
Student Activities

York Wholly Folk and
Revolutionary
Society’s founder has
been lauded for
making the society
successful and
unique, and for the
musical talents he
displays.

GEORGE
PA PA D O F R A -
GAKIS
Student Activities

George was crucial to
the success of this
year’s Haiti and Gaza
walks, which raised
over £5,000. He is also
ISA’s Welfare
Officer.

NICK SCARLETT
Student Activities

YUSU Student
Activities Officer-
elect has showed an
unbeatable
dedication to
societies,
volunteering and
RAG throughout his
student career.

FLICK SAUN-
DERS AND
EMMAWARREN
Student Activities

The Derwent Vice-
Chairs have been
celebrated for their
work on the JCRC
this year.They’ve also
being instrumental
in the creating and
marketing of the
original ‘SinneD’
theme for this year’s
sell-out Big D event.

JAMES ROBERT
BALL
Societies

James has
been praised for all
the work he has
contributed
as Musical Director
of the hugely
successful High School
Musical and RENT.

KATY DONOVAN
Societies

As Chair of History
Soc., Katy has done a
lot to make new
and existing
members feel
welcome, and bring
the society forward
with interesting
events.

ROSIE FLETCHER
Societies and Ents

As an active member
of societies across
campus, from URY to
Pant Soc. to Fusion,
Rosie’s characteristic
wit and charm has
been used to full
effect in all her work
for societies.

WELFARE
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RHIANNA
KINCHIN
Student Activities 

This year’s Student
Activities Officer has
been celebrated 
for her work in the
new role, 
and for helping to
establish its 
purpose. 

CHRIS 
ETHERIDGE
Student Activities 

The previous
Campaigns Officer
has been praised for
the portering cam-
paign and for his
efforts as part of the
York Tories and the
Christian Union.  

CESCA DESSAIN
Student Activities

Previous Fusion
President Cesca is
involved in a variety
of activities, including
Haus and the
University Netball
Club. She has been
hailed as a super-
woman for her work.

JOE HUFTON
Societies

Drama Soc.’s 
remarkable 
transformation under
Joe’s leadership has
seen the celebrated
society go from
strength to strength,
now with Open
Drama Nights. 

POLLY INGHAM
Societies

The producer of YUSU
award-winning RENT
has provided an
invaluable contribu-
tion to Drama Soc. this
year, and is heading to
the Edinburgh Fringe
with them this 
summer. 

    NEIL CHAUHAN
Student Activities 

Neil has involved
himself in a number
of student activities
this year, including
Derwent 
College JCRC,
University
Basketball, and
Economics Society. 

DAVID CLARKE
Student Activities 

As YUSU
Environment and
Ethics Officer, David
has worked hard to
persuade the
University to sign up
to 10:10, and move
the YUSU accounts
from RBS to Co-op.
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GARETH LLOYD
AND
ALEXWILLIAMS
Societies and
Innovation

Gareth and Alex are
the superb brains
behind URY’s
computing and
technology. Between
them, they have
completely rebuilt
URY’s website, com-
puters, software and
email system.

CHARLIE
LEYLAND
Students

The previous YUSU
Academic and
Welfare Officer and
returning Academic
Officer has done an
unbeatable job at
fighting for students
during her time here.

MARIA SENSO
Sports

Maria is both the
President of the
Canoe Polo Club, and
the Social Secretary of
the University Canoe
Club. She is also a
reliable driver and is
said to have done a
lot to further the club.

LUKE SMALLEY
Sports

In his time at York,
Luke has been Canoe
Polo President, Press
and Publicity Officer,
Captain of the Canoe
Club, and now Safety
Officer. He has
endeavored to
expand the club.

ALEX SMITH
Sports

As Vanbrugh Rugby
Captain, Alex has
been a major
driving force behind
the expansion
and continued
success of the
College Rugby
League.

CHRIS
VENABLES
AND FREDDY
VANSON
Campaigns

Chris and Freddy
have made a formida-
ble campaigns force.
Chris has spent time
on Vanbrugh JCRC,
and Freddy is
involved in the
Disarm York
Campaign, amongst
many others.They are
praised for keeping
everything
running smoothly.

NNOOUUSSEEfifty2010

DAN WOOD
Societies 

The current Chair of
Drama Soc. has done
amazing work with
Drama Soc., Comedy
Soc., Pant Soc.,
and is currently per-
forming with Belt Up
at York Theatre 
Royal. 

JUSTIN 
STATHERS
Societies and Ents

Justin has made
tremendous 
contributions as Pant
Soc.’s Press and
Publicity Officer, and
has appeared in 
countless campus 
productions.   

ADAM SHERGOLD
Societies and Sport

Nouse’s Sports Editor
has been praised for
his unbeatable dedi-
cation to sport and
media throughout his
time at York, including
unprecedented Roses
coverage and 
countless podcasts. 

MARNIE
RICHARDS
Societies and 
Innovation

Marnie has been
praised for single-
handedly founding
York’s new campus
lifestyle 
magazine, The
Yorkling. 

CHARLIE 
ROWLEY
Societies and 
Students

The new Chair of
Union Council is also
the producer of
Have I Got 
News for York and
Happily Ever After
Soc. 

NNOOUUSSEEfifty2010FACTFILE:

NNOOUUSSEEfifty2010EMAILS:
“... He is clearly an 
innovative, talented and
highly competent individ-
ual, in addition to being
friendly, unassuming and
brilliantly funny... he has
simply done a fantastic
job. Whatever you ask him
for he willingly gives it his
best shot, never com-
plains and is always com-
mitted to any problem
that anyone has. Literally
he is the best 'behind the
scenes' guy I know... he
has led one of the most
successful committees in
a long time... She has
taken over this difficult
role, and dealt with a num-
ber of key events... well-
known in the outstanding 
contributions to enter-
tainment... she is well-
known in the English
Literature community for
her bubbly personality...
She makes everyone feel 
welcome...  His dedication
over the elections was
admirable... she is a doer,
an inspiration to us all...
He works incredibly hard
and cares 
passionately about every-
thing he does... he dressed
up as a pirate once and I
liked it... plus he's well
clever... he has brought a
little nugget of merri-
ment into a great many
people’s lives. A brilliant
orator and joke teller... he
has cultivated musical tal-
ent and enjoyment in the
practice of meeting up
with a group of like-mind-
ed people and singing to
each other... he's damn
fashionable... a brilliant
actor... his hair is fabu-
lous... an all- round 
bloody nice chap... he is
sexy man with a powerful
beard..."

Over

150

Over

200

Over

300

Over

1,500

the amount of
people who
appeared on the
short-list. 

The amount of
emails we
received 
nominating 
people:

the amount of
people who
voted from 
the short-list.

The amount 
of votes cast 
from the 
short-list: 
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Beauty and the beast

The bikini round may no longer be an essential part of entering beauty pageants,
but will they ever be about more than appearances? Kate Goligher investigates.

S
ince their conception, beau-
ty pageants have always
been somewhat controver-
sial. The first modern
American pageant took
place in 1854, but was

forced to close down half way through
due to intense public protest. The pro-
pageant Americans persevered, and
the first bathing suit contest was held
in Atlanta, Georgia in 1921 to great
success. Within five years, duplicate
pageants had sprung up throughout
the country. 

However, despite their initial suc-
cess, the middle classes remained
unconvinced until the Second World
War, when beauty queens were recruit-
ed to encourage dashing young men to
buy war bonds. 

Today, beauty pageants are no
longer just about appearances. The
Miss England pageant entrance rules
suggest that the ideal contestant “shall
be of good character and possessed of
charm, poise and personality” while
having “beauty of face and figure”. It
seems being a beauty queen is no

longer about having a pretty face but
about being a delightfully well-round-
ed young lady in every aspect - except
one's figure. 

Unsurprisingly, pageants are regu-
larly criticised for the perceptions of
women which they create. Contestants
are regularly ridiculed as vain, and
lacking in intelligence. 

But are these stereotypes fair?
Magazines, television programmes and
adverts are also often accused of rein-
forcing these negative perceptions.
However, surely the fact that these
women  choose to enter pageants in
increasing numbers would suggest that
this conception is unfairly judgmental?

In comparison to our American

cousins, pageants in the UK have yet to
become a national institution. But in
recent years, the industry has grown,
with local competitions sprouting up
around the country. Adult pageants are
becoming ever more popular, particu-
larly those which are organised in con-
junction with Miss England. In the last
year, more than 20,000 girls have
entered Miss England and over 100
regional heats have been held.

The judgement of women on their
physical appearance is understandably
contentious. Openly objectifying
women is supposed to be regarded as
politically incorrect in modern society
however, this is not always the case. For
the majority of pageants, including
Miss England, potential contestants
are required to supply measurements
including dress size and cup size. But
should this be met with such criticism
given the context of the culture in
which we live?

The bikini round attracts particu-
lar criticism. For some women the
thought of walking up and down a
stage in nothing but a bikini would be a

stomach churning, knee trembling
experience, while for others it could
be a hugely enjoyable. This round is
perhaps a double-edged sword; on
one hand it could provide a huge
confidence boost but for others it
could be damaging.

Laura Nero, a first year student
at York, took part in a bikini round at
Miss London in 2009. The combined
scores from the bikini round and an
ethical fashion round were used to
select the top ten finalists. Laura
explained: “the final was in a night
club in London. We paraded up and
down and we had to walk outside
and stand near Topshop on Oxford
Street in our bikinis,” she explains
nonchalantly.

In 2010, to the relief of many
ardent critics, Miss York replaced the
swimwear round with sportswear
round and a fitness boot camp. This
change also took place at the nation-
al level of Miss England. 

Organisers took the decision to
ban the swimwear in the hope that
newspapers would report on the

“Some contestants put various
substances in the make-up of
others, in the hope of causing
allergic reactions.”



Top: contest-
ants in a Dutch
beauty pag-
eant compete
in the
swimwear
round
Left: a winner is
crowned
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other rounds - which include
fundraising, a talent competition and
the afore-mentioned ethical fashion
round - rather than focusing on scanti-
ly clad contestants. The pageants are
about so much more, you see.

“I was so scared about the bikini
round ... however, I preferred the biki-
ni to the sportswear round,” said Laura
when comparing her different experi-
ences of Miss York 2010 and Miss
London 2009. She felt uncomfortable
in her sportswear and perhaps less
glamorous.

Understandably, due to the nature
of beauty pageants and how contest-
ants are judged on their appearance,
many entrants feel a pressure to con-
form to a particular body image.

Laura admits “I dieted before I did
Miss London because I didn’t want to
embarrass myself ”, but insists that she
did so healthily. However, rumours
persist that some girls choose go on
crash diets before they compete.

Pageants are regularly accused of
not providing an adequate representa-
tion of modern women. Rather than
celebrating all body sizes, pageants
tend to attract slimmer women. This is
despite the average UK dress size being
about a size 14. Nero explains, “in Miss
London, I was probably one of the
biggest there and I’m a size 10.”

Rachel Wareing, also a University
of York student, who competed in Miss
York alongside Nero, said “girls in the
final ranged from a size 8 to 12. I saw
no-one bigger than a 12. At the audi-
tions I’d say there were girls that were
size 16 or 18, but they didn’t get
through.” Rachel went on to say that
she “would have preferred to see a

wider range of sizes” at the final com-
petition.

The pageant culture in the UK is
still in its infancy when compared with
the United States, where some girls
make a career out of modelling and
entering pageants. There are some girls
who take pageants extremely seriously,
spending substantial amounts of
money on everything from hair exten-
sions to designer dresses. 

Both Rachel and Laura said that
some girls at the pageant had had their
hair and makeup professionally done.
For something which is meant to be
done in the spirit of fun, it is clear that
some girls take it very seriously, doing
everything they can to win that much
coveted crown.

“I didn’t go to the hairdresser’s in

the morning, I just did my hair myself.
I also did my make-up myself. There
were those who’d clearly spent hours in
the hairdresser’s - but they didn’t do
particularly great.” Rachel went on to
place in the top five.  

As any girl who went to a single
sex school will understand immediate-
ly, beauty pageants are highly competi-
tive. There is the perception that there
is negativity or bitchiness surrounding
them.  Rumours of backstage sabotage
are not uncommon. For example, it is

“Over the years, the biggest
pageant of them all, Miss
World, has raised more money
for charity than Band Aid.”

said that some contestants ripped the
dresses of their fellow competitors, and
put various substances in the make- up
of others, in the hope of causing aller-
gic reactions.

These reports although concern-
ing are unconfirmed. “I’ve never heard
of any sabotage,” said Laura, and
Rachel stated “there was nothing like
that in York. There was a competitive
atmosphere backstage, but I did go on
to make some good friends.” Laura also
said that “most people at Miss York
were quite nice”. Throughout the com-
petition at York, both girls said that
there was a positive tone. Rachel said,
“we were reminded [by the organisers]
that we were here to have fun.”  

But despite this, for some girls
who take part in beauty pageants, not
placing well can a massively frustrating
experience. Laura said that she met a
girl who hadn’t placed in the top ten
and as a consequence would no longer
be doing such competitions.  

It is also important to realise that
pageants are not just about sparkly
tiaras and pretty dresses. There is often
a public service element with contest-
ants involved in raising money for
charity. Rachel and Laura’s sponsor-
ship money from Miss York went to the
Variety Club of Great Britain which
raises money for sick and disabled chil-
dren. Over the years, the biggest pag-
eant of them all, Miss World, has raised
more money for charity than Band Aid.

Rachel said of her pageant experi-
ence: “I really enjoyed it - I can’t wait
for next year.” Laura uttered the same
sentiment, saying “I did really enjoy it,
and I would probably do it again.”  

Beauty pageants, like so many

other things in life, have both positives
and negatives. Doing well in a beauty
pageant could provide a confidence
boost that many women in the modern
world need. At the same time, failing to
place well could be very detrimental for
girls with low self-esteem.

The frequent stereotyping of pag-
eant contestants as idle, unintelligent
and vacuous is rather unfair and even
hypocritical. Being compared with the
caricatures presented in Hollywood
films is hugely misrepresentative. 

The current Miss England,
Katrina Hodge, is a serving Lance
Corporal in the British Army earning
her the nickname ‘Combat Barbie’. In
2005, Hodge won a commendation for
bravery after she wrestled two rifles
from an Iraqi following a road traffic
accident saving the lives of her fellow
soldiers.

Students also make up a signifi-
cant number of the women who take
part; the current Miss York is currently
studying English Language and
Linguistics at this university. Those
who indulge in this kind of criticism
are themselves adding to the negative
stereotyping of women.

Beauty pageants are part and par-
cel of an image obsessed culture, and
buying a magazine with pictures of
women posing bikinis is arguably as
bad, if not worse, than the bikini round
in a beauty pageant. 

But there remain questions to be
asked about what drives girls to enter
these competitions. While the tradi-
tional stereotypes may not be quite cor-
rect, there are wider issues which
should be discussed and derided more
than the competitions themselves. M
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Ihit the Whistles sale this weekend, andalthough there was a wealth of beautiful
ruched silk dresses, well cut trousers and styl-

ish t-shirts all hanging on the sale rack with at
least 50% off their price, their lure was curtailed

by something much more interesting: the new
pre-fall collection. Away from the madness of the
sale, this new assortment of clothes, albeit a small
one, filled me with excitement. But it shouldn’t
have. We are still heading into our British sum-
mer, and logically should be buying for the now
(i.e. all the summer dresses on sale), but I am
already bored with the Spring/Summer 2010
trends. Seeing the same clothes week after week
on the shop floor is no longer exciting - I want
something fresh and new.

Theoretically speaking, you already have
your Chanel clogs, your 505 Alexander Wang
harem trousers, Céline messenger bag and your
maxi dress - and you consider yourself  ‘on trend’,
right? Wrong. You wereon trend. Those who have
their fingers on the fashion pulse are already gear-
ing up for the Autumn/Winter 2011 season by
snapping up key pieces in the pre-fall collections,
while the rest of us worry about bagging pieces in
the sale.

This new breed of customer had been
labelled the ‘fashion-fetish’ customer by Liberty,
and they are beginning to realise, along with other
top department stores, that sales aren’t of interest

to these women. The pre-fall collections, or ‘pre-
col’ for those in the know, are a small collection of
mid season designs that drop into the stores to
bridge the long gap between the Spring/Summer
and the Autumn/Winter collections.

Cruise collections are delivered in the dark-
est part of the winter and the pre-col in the height

of the summer. Traditionally, these collections
were designed for women who were wealthy
enough to travel to exotic locations in the winter -
hence the name Resort or Cruise collections.
Style.com, the beacon of cutting edge fashion,
seems to think these titles are outdated, and claim
they will “keep calling it that until someone comes
up with a better name”. I tend to agree - especial-
ly considering the hype surrounding this year’s
pre-cols. They are sought after as much as the

main collections, and the fashion world is begin-
ning to sit up and take note. This year saw a two
week fashion week spawn out of the mid season
collections, with glamour, press and celebrities on
the front row. In the past it was presented quietly
and without fuss. However, this season, or mid
season, Stella McCartney’s presentation attracted
the likes of Gwyneth Paltrow, Kate Hudson and
Naomi Watts. The Evening Standard last week
reported that many pre-col pieces are already sell-
ing out. An orange Derek Lam dress, a Lanvin,
£4,500 Oscar de la Renta dresses and a giant
Balenciaga bag with a price tag of more than
£1000 to name a few.

The main concern with this growing trend is
that by the time the seasons change and these new
pieces are good to wear, might we already be
bored of them, having seen them hang in our
wardrobes every day? However, there seems to be
no escape from the ever growing popularity of the
pre-col, so we all better go shopping now (and be
in risk of making our bank managers very angry)
or accept that no matter how hard we try, we will
never be precisely ‘on trend’. That suits me fine. 

Now, when are these sales starting?
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Sofia Redgrave

MUSE’s fashion team take a look at some of Britain’s best graduate fashion at Earl’s Court
this June.  GFW has already launched the careers of Stella McCartney, Christopher Bailey
and Preen’s Justin Thornton ... can you spot a new star here?

Graduate Fashion Week - the presti-
gious event which started with the
simple idea of bringing together

catwalk talent.The focus, similar to
London Fashion Week, is pioneering new,
unique designers, and again, it seems
London has come up trumps.

What's more, Graduate Fashion Week
is accessible to everyone. Whilst the fig-
ures from the leading fashion-based uni-
versities and colleges prepare their collec-
tions, the public wait outside to grab their
tickets.

So, what's the verdict for 2010? We
take a look at the best that took to the cat-
walks and ask: what's next for them?

First up, let's turn to FFaayyee
CChhaammbbeerrllaaiinn, from Northumbria
University.

Whilst it was a tad inevitable that
many of the designers cited Alexander
McQueen as inspiration, Chamberlain's
abstract prints were bright, brave and
showcased Northumbria as a viable place
for new designers.

Secondly, the University of
Westminster. The pressure’s on, as this
institution brought us the great Dame
Vivienne Westwood. Representing,
HHaannnnaahh CCllaayyttoonn. And represent she did,
by becoming the second finalist. 

This was largely due to the essence of
wearability - it was, simply, womenswear,
although the 1990s flashback inspiration
created a nostalgic vibe that the front row
clearly enjoyed.

Kingston University is fairly new in
terms of being a big player in the industry,
however NNaatthhaaiillaa TTuunnnnaa did a sterling
job.

It differed both from other collec-
tions in period inspiration (1930s) and
also displayed impeccable tailoring.

The front row certainly appreciated
Tunna's take on formal structure, high

Graduate Fashion Week.

necks and waists. Tunna produced a look
that was elegant and striking.

Judge Alberta Ferretti was impressed
by RReebbeeccccaa TThhoommppssoonn''ss collection, from
Manchester School of Art. Receiving the
top prize overall, the judges called the col-
lection “contemporary, and accomplished”. 

Whilst Thompson favoured a design
aesthetic that was clean and crisp, it was
the attention to detail that impressed the
most. Large bows and and beautiful hems
meant that the prize was well earned. 

BBuunnmmii OOllaayyii from East London
University was one of the most impressive
collections of the Week. 

The crowd was blown away by the

bold colours and obvious tribal influence.
Whilst The Daily Telegraph called her “the
star of the show”, it is certain that Olayi
has a future in international fashion, if not
London fashion. 

The T-shirt proclaiming “Fur is
Murder” says it all about NNaattaalliiee RRaaee,
2010 graduate from the London College of
Fashion.

Rae ethically sources all her fabrics,
but then cleverly uses a mixture of embroi-
dery and layering of fabrics to mimic the
texture and look of fur. 

The colour combinations were also
completely fashion forward, juxtaposing
punchy blue with natural blue. Loved here

and by the judges, Rae is being snapped
up by many editorial magazines. 

Susie Bubbles' clear fashion favourite
was CCaarrii MMaarrssddeenn, hailing from Leeds
University. Marsden, in an unique move
has created a “D-I-Y” dress.

After creating a basic mesh dress, an
overlay dress can systematically be thread-
ed with various shades of jersey piping.
Pretty amazing results ensue ... will we be
seeing make-your-own dress kits on the
shelves in seasons to come?

Another contender from
Northumbria University was AAmmeelliiaa
CChheesstteerr. Chester differs somewhat to
other designers in that her influence was
industry based, in her own words, her
clothes “are designed to last”.

Neutral colours and the inspiration of
the urban side of Lancashire meant that
the feel was very different to the normal
“London” essence to some of the catwalk
shows. 

The best piece from her collection
was easily the sheepskin coat, an invest-
ment piece that would serve any fashion
lover well. 

Cited by glossy-mag.com as their out
and out favourite, AAnnnnaa LLeeee did
DeMontfort University proud. 

The clashing blue and red prints cre-
ated a magical sensation on the catwalk-
perfectly encapsulating her theme “the
Chinese Dragon”.

She was the deserving winner of the
Zandra Rhodes catwalk textiles prize, with
judge Lorraine Candy (editor of Elle UK)
noting “the standard of work was high”.

One thing is certain - this year beats
2009 hands down. 

The designers are more focused, and
are dedicated to producing clothes that
are wearable, and with influences that
function both on and off the catwalk. It
can be difficult to produce results that will
succeed.

“This beats 2009 hands down -the designers are
more focused and dedicated to producing
clothes that are wearable and with influences
that function both on and off the catwalk.”

“And you consider yourself
‘on trend’, right? Wrong.
You were on trend.”
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CChheesstteerr LLeeee OOnnaayyii CChhaammbbeerrllaaiinn

CCllaayyttoonn

TTuunnnnaa CCllaayyttoonn TThhoommppssoonn 
LLeeee



Irecently turned 21, and for that landmark
of a birthday, my dearest granny very
thoughtfully got me a subscription to The

Spectator magazine. I am not sure if you are
acquainted with such mentioned enigma, so
I shall expand. It is an exceptionally Tory
political satirical magazine, aimed at middle-

aged public school boys. I hasten to add,
simply because I read this particular
Conservative bible, it does not necessarily
represent my own politics. In the words of
Winston Churchill, “if you’re not a liberal at
20, you have no heart. If you’re not a
Conservative at 40, you have no brain.”

The relevance of my beloved granny’s
gift is that this magazine, whilst having an
hilarious “Mrs Mills-esque” section and a
rather good Arts section (from which I take a
few tips), is chock full of masterfully crafted-
columns. A particular favourite of mine is by
the self confessed “self indulgent wibbling”
Times writer Hugo Rifkind. I have him to
thank for the inspiration for this column,
which in his lead is indeed, I fear, somewhat
self indulgent and wibbling. His latest col-
umn was structured around that fine art that
is column writing.

The most important factor he mentions
is having a cracking structure, and shoehorn-
ing in some sort of content in an elegant
unobtrusive fashion. Therefore, continuing
in my “self indulgent and wibbling” manner,
I shall proceed to enlighten you, dear reader

to some of my recent social, artistic and par-
tying endeavours, of which there have been
plenty: who can resist tequila fuelled bike
rides at four in the morning when the sum-
mer period is upon us?

Anyway, by sheer coincidence I have
recently entered into many discussions about
the bond that men form in wartime. One
such conversation was had with an individ-

ual who had some very interesting tattoos
that he acquired in a gypsy camp in a Eastern
European country. The other was with a
delightful old man, with faded red hair and a
crinkled freckled face. He described the bond
between men who are willing to give their
lives for each other as something that cannot
be recreated anywhere.

Now to tenuously link this with the
main subject of this column, I recently saw
the Dali exhibition in York in the new gallery
space Bar Lane Studios. The Gallery is asso-
ciated with York St John University, and they
have a series of exceptional exhibitions lined
up, as well as a Mac suite cafe and studio
space upstairs. But the Dali exhibition is,
before you get too excited, just a set of litho-
graphs and prints, which are all signed by
Dali himself and are all for sale.

The next exhibition to be shown in the
gallery is a Matisse series of similar litho-
graphs and prints. This is an exciting addi-
tion to York’s somewhat fusty art gallery col-
lection, offering an opportunity to see some
high end art in York; exactly what is needed.
Anyway, talking of fusty, I must maintain the
structure introduced by my trusty Hugo.
Continuing on my “self indulgent wibbling”
theme, I implore you to go to parties and
meet interesting young men with gypsy tat-
toos.

Why, and the Dali, of course. Dali is
showing at the Bar Lane Studios Micklegate
until June 23.
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Rob Ryan has no problem with his art going on a pair of knickers. Beth Walton asks
what it’s like to be the main man behind his growing art and design empire.
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Arts.

Rob Ryan’s characteristic paper cuts
and prints are everywhere at the
minute. You can’t have failed to notice

some kind of Rob Ryan merchandise, even if
you have never heard of the man behind it
all. Not only does his work grace the walls of
galleries worldwide, but it has featured on
book covers , greetings cards, shoes and even
in the pages of fashion magazines. He
designed and hand-crafted an ornamental
dress made entirely from paper, in collabora-
tion with Vogue.

After completing a degree in fine art at
Nottingham Trent University, Rob went on
to do an MA in printmaking at the Royal
College of Art: “I just [wanted] to try some-
thing different, and I saw that there was
something in the method that suited the way
I thought and laid things out,” he remarks in
reference to the discovery of his now unmis-
takable style and artistic technique.

There may not be anything controver-
sial about his work, but his delicately hand-
crafted pieces are certainly impressive. He is
incredibly understated, as is the roll call of
designers he has worked with during a high-
ly successful career spanning over 20 years. 

Since graduating from the Royal
Academy in 1986, Rob has joined forces with
the likes of Paul Smith, Liberty’s of London,
Penguin Books and Fortnum & Mason,
becoming an acclaimed illustrator and
designer. 

Rob has literally carved out for himself
an artistic niche, explaining “as I slowly
did more and more, I realised that there
were limitless and quite sophisticated
avenues of working for me to explore
within the medium.”

Rob claims not to be thinking of
the work any differently, whether it
be screen-printed handkerchiefs or a
large scale mural he is working on. 

Instead, he takes the same
approach to all his commissions
and states that he doesn’t feel like
a business artist, despite all his
numerous commercial ventures:

“I obviously am a commer-
cial artist. It might seem con-

ceited, but I don't really feel like one. Even if
I do a design to go on a pair of knickers, I
still see it as one of my pictures. Albeit on a
pair of knickers.”

I wonder if it is his works’ hand-
crafted nature which lends itself to com-
mercial reproduction?

“What I do seems to have a flexibility
to it that lets it apply itself across medium.”
However, he stands by the fact that it does-
n’t matter whether people consider his
work fine art or craft. “To be honest, I don't
really think about it that much, it's all just
work to me, and it's all just my art.”

“As far as I’m concerned, that's
somebody else’s job completely to cate-
gorise it.” It is perhaps this open atti-
tude - and Rob’s obvious lack of self
consciousness and easy going
nature, so rare to see in the often

rather pretentious world of contemporary
art - that makes him so successful.

In 2008, Rob opened his own store
Ryantown, after receiving a call from a friend
about a space on Columbia Road, not far
from his London studio. “I did a picture
years ago that was called ‘Ryantown’. It was
the only picture of mine that my father had
and he like it a lot. So, I named my shop
Ryantown because I thought he would like
that, even though he had long since passed
away.”

Following in the footsteps of artists like
Keith Herring, who opened his New York
Pop Shop in the 1980s, and Rob has in this
way made his more formal works more
accessible to the public as well as producing
collectable items.

I ask him if he feels he has unwittingly
become an artist brand, to which he replies

with a straightforward “yes,” yet seems
unconcerned. “It's recognised as being by me
because it is by me. If that's my name becom-
ing an artistic brand, then guilty as charged!
My work is mass produced in varying
degrees: people buy it.”

As far as being a self publicist, Rob sees
it as an inevitable part of working in the pub-
lic domain. “As soon as you put your name to
something you've made, that act has been
completed.” And perhaps we should see
Rob’s attitude towards art making and sell-
ing as unsurprising  given his background in
fine art. Haven’t some of the greatest artists
in history - Da Vinci, Reubens, Hogarth -
become for us artistic institutions?

LowennaWaters

From Left:  Weontflynoth-pink, Book spines
both Copyright; Rob Ryan

“The most important fac-
tors are having a cracking
structure and shoehorning
in some content.”



This month two fantastic
summer shows open at the
Barbican in London - the
first of which, ‘The Surreal
House’, explores the power
and mystery of the house in
our collective imagination.

This exhibition is the
first ever to explore the sig-
nificance of surrealism for
architecture. In an impres-
sive installation by
renowned architects

Carmody Groarke, the exhi-
bition is designed to be expe-
rienced as an extraordinary
surreal house in its own
right. Bringing together over
150 works, the exhibition
also reveals the profound
influence surrealism has had
on a host of contemporary
artists, filmmakers and
architects. From Dali to de
Chirico and Louise
Bourgeois to Sarah Lucas,
‘The Surreal House’ brings
together first generation sur-
realists, contemporary
artists and architects mak-
ing for an amazing overview
of surrealist practise.

Running parallel to
‘The Surreal House’ is a solo
show for artist John Bock.
Curve-Vehicle incl. π-Man-
(.) is the first major UK com-
mission for the internation-

ally acclaimed German
artist. Bock is renowned for
his humorous, eccentric and
chaotic interventions that
combine sculpture, film and
his trademark performances
known as “lectures”. For this
new installation, Bock con-
structs a madcap interpreta-
tion of experimental archi-
tecture. Metal pod-like
structures adorned with
plastics, fabrics, found mate-
rials and handmade ele-
ments hang from the ceiling
and walls, resembling a kind

of utopian plug-in city.
Bock’s work draws on a
broad range of interests
from economics, architec-
ture, fashion, film, theatre,
philosophy and music.
Both The Surreal House and
Curve-Vehicle incl. π-Man-
(.) are open to the public
until September.

Beginning with the idea of
the 'unseen photographer',
‘Exposed’, showing at Tate
Modern, presents 250 works
by acclaimed artists includ-
ing Brassaï's erotic Secret
Paris of the 1930s images
and Weegee's iconic photo-
graph of Marilyn Monroe.
‘Exposed’ offers a fascinating
look at pictures made on the
sly without the explicit per-
mission of the people depict-
ed, with sex and celebrity
being an important part of
the exhibition.

Much of ‘Exposed’
focuses on surveillance,
including works by both
amateur and press photogra-
phers, as well as images pro-
duced using automatic tech-

nology such as CCTV. The
issues raised are particularly
relevant in the current cli-
mate, with debates raging
around the rights of individ-
uals, terrorism and the
increasing availability and
use of surveillance.

‘Exposed’ confronts
these issues and their impli-
cations head-on. Celebrated
photographers on display
include Man Ray, Nan
Goldin, Lee Miller and Guy
Bourdin.
‘Exposed’ runs at Tate
Modern until October 3.

In a sacred cave high in the mountains
of northern India, a white-haired her-
mit sits cross-legged, and signs his final
testament: “George Abercrombie,
1874…”

In present day England, 14 year
old Lizzy Abercrombie’s mother dies in
a tragic accident on the full moon. But
was it really an accident? Lizzy discov-
ers that her death may be linked to a
mysterious family curse.

Determined to find the truth, her
quest takes her from a splendid Anglo-
Indian mansion on the Yorkshire
moors to India, where she uncovers her
ancestor's terrible past and a stolen
inheritance. But her discoveries put her
in mortal danger from a ruthless
enemy...”

So reads the synopsis for a gripping
new novel by Diana de Gunzburg
and Tony Wild – The Moonstone

Legacy – inspired by classic detective
novel The Moonstone by Wilkie
Collins. Tony Wild has previously writ-
ten popular histories for Harper
Collins, including the best-selling
Black Gold: A Dark History of Coffee
and The East India Company Book of
Chocolate, but this is his first venture
into fiction.

In terms of particular interests,
Wild has strong connections with York
and the surrounding area, having
grown up in Yorkshire himself. He is
also the former Director of ‘Bettys and
Taylors of Harrogate’ – the company
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Arts in depth.

ExposedSummer at the
Barbican

Left: Tony Wild
Copyright; Tony
Wild
Above: Kerala,
India

From left: OMA, Villa
Dall'Ava, 1991. Rene
Magritte, The Lovers, 1928.
Rebecca Horn, Concert for
Anarchy, 1990. All
Copyright The Surreal
House.

Marnie Richards talks to Tony Wild about his debut novel,The Moonstone Legacy.

responsible for the classic Yorkshire Tea
and our beloved Betty’s Tea Rooms. 

Tony explains that, “the Yorkshire
landscape is hugely varied and its beau-
ty unrivalled” – something I’m sure we
can agree with. 

This wonderful scenery clearly
inspired part of the setting for the novel
– and the Yorkshire influence can be
seen to apply to more than just aesthet-
ics: “Yorkshire people have a gritty real-
ism leavened by the driest of wits.” The
novel is also partially based in India,
specifically the area of Gujarat, and the
country holds a strong fascination for
Wild.

Diana de Gunzburg, the second
author of The Moonstone Legacy, was
born in Pakistan, and together they vis-
ited present-day India on numerous
occasons to ensure they had a compre-
hensive understanding of the culture
and customs for the book.

He feels that “the richness of its
cultural and religious heritage is phe-

nomenal, and the effects of the British
period have been absorbed like so many
conquerors before them.” Wild explores
these cultural remnants in his work
about the British Empire: Remains of
the Raj: The British Legacy in India.

The beauty of India is clearly
something that has affected both of the
novel’s authors, as the images associat-
ed with The Moonstone Legacy demon-
strate. At the book launch in the
Belmont Room at Betty’s, a slide-show
of beautiful Indian scenes was shown
throughout the evening, as the authors
believe that it is impossible to truly
appreciate their book without engaging
in Indian culture.

However, aesthetics are not the
only important aspects of the book - the
cultural and spiritual elements of India,
and indeed of The Moonstone Legacy
itself, are obviously important to Wild,
as he reveals that the novel was
inspired by “the grand cosmic dance of
the earth, sun and moon”.

But why has this interest in
Yorkshire and India led Tony to write a
fictional novel, rather than the histories
that he had previously been writing?
“Fiction is fab and fun,” Tony explains,
“although strangely much harder work
than history.”

When writing The Moonstone
Legacy, he did find himself up against
difficulties that he hadn’t experienced
when writing his historical books.
Specifically, referring to the construc-
tion of a novel, he felt that “there is
something truly liberating about mak-
ing things up, but there is a huge
responsibility to make sure an imagi-
nary world can be felt as strongly as the
real one.” 

Luckily, this is a responsibility that
he managed to successfully achieve –
and Wild intends to continue this as
The Moonstone Legacy is the first novel
of a planned trilogy. Tony reveals that,
“the second book is close to completion,
and the third provisionally plotted.”
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It might barely be summer yet, but it feels
we’ve had a year of music preoccupied with
it. Artists like WWaasshheedd OOuutt, BBeeaacchh HHoouussee and
NNeeoonn IInnddiiaann have been recreating summer
regardless of season with their hazy
melodies, lo-fi PPeett SShhoopp BBooyyss harmonies and
laidback sound. So naturally, the annual ritu-
al of making summer playlists is sounding a
bit repetitive. In this edition of ‘Future
Sounds’ are a few artists who might be over-
looked in your summer soundtracking.

Hiding out somewhere in shade, proba-
bly confused and nursing a hangover, is
GGhhoossttppooeett aka OObbaarroo EEjjiimmiiwwee. His drawling
vocals sound like “a half-asleep DDiizzzziiee
RRaassccaall” or maybe a dazed MMiikkee SSkkiinnnneerr;
appropriate given the state of early morning
or late night confusion in his songs. ‘Gone’,
the first track of his Sound of Strangers EP,
finds him waking up to find his girlfriend
gone, and rationalising that she must be
“jamming with her iPod, sitting on the loo”
only to recall the previous night out with his
mates that eventually led him to another

woman’s bed. GGhhoossttppooeett is left anxiously
reassuring himself that it’s alright because “I
know she's coming back. Well, I hope so ...”
Typical of most his songs is this anxious
uncertainty accompanied by a hypnotising
mellow dub-influenced beat. His EP, which is
free to download, is produced by Mica Levi of
Micachu and the Shapes fame, whose DIY
aesthetic fits well with GGhhoossttppooeett’’ss own
relaxed tone. 

Need something less vocal and more
background, but don’t want to sink to buying
those New Age mood music relaxation tapes
from homeopathic shops? Well with
OOnneeoohhttrriixx PPooiinntt NNeevveerr you can drift away in
blissful meditation without feeling like suck-
er. Tracks like ‘Descending Bodies’ begin
deceptively with minimal looping spaced-out
synths before layer after layer of sound bub-
bles through to the surface. Before this
sounds like an unconvincing Yoga Meditate
3 CD description, it’s worth noting that
OOnneeoohhttrriixx PPooiinntt NNeevveer is both harmonious
and caustic: opening track ‘Nil Admiriari’ of

new album Returnal is five minutes of terri-
fying noisy feedback, sounding as if the syn-
thesiser was mercilessly tortured before play-
ing the following blissed out tracks. If you
want to be totally immersed in an ocean of
synthesiser, then Returnal is the album to
musically drown to. 

Staying with the ambient electronica is a
duo, already well-known in Dubstep circles,
called MMoouunntt KKiimmbbiiee. With their glitchy
beats and chopped-up vocal samples they
might have been shoehorned into the
Dubstep genre, but there is far more to them.
With tracks like ‘Maybes’ building from a
long echoey drone to distorted dancefloor
vocals, or the hazy tones vinyl-clicking sound
of ‘William’ that drown out a jazz vocal sam-
ple and the booming all-enwrapping bass of
‘Serged’ that occasionally gives space to a cut-
up R’n’B sample. This is Dubstep freed from
its dancefloor demands, given room to
breathe while keeping its complex structures
and twitchy soulful beats. Even with MMoouunntt
KKiimmbbiiee’’ss close attention to rhythm, there is

Having just released third LP ‘Light’ in the UK, Matisyahu talks to Mia de Graaf.

Music.

Future Sounds

Matisyahu, the American
Hasidic Jewish Reggae artist
was first seen as a novelty act

when he emerged in 2004 with his
debut album Shake Off The Dust …
Arise. Six years later, in between redis-
covering his religion, he has estab-
lished himself worldwide, and doesn’t
look set to be disappearing any time
soon. 

His early success was borne out of
the media’s fascination with his reli-
gious image, as he dressed and per-
formed in traditional Hasidic dress.
However, he has never seen this as the
sole focus of his music: “It was never
about the outward appearance of it;
that was never strange to me. My life
always felt pretty congruent, and other
people thought it was so interesting,
but to me it felt very normal because I
grew up listening to this music and this
music is rooted in the Old Testament
and Judaism in a certain sense. I went
on this search and I felt that my identi-
ty as a Jew was very important to me,
and it was really part of my life in a big
way and I just continued to do the
music. It was just what it always was
and it just kind of fit together. I didn’t
feel like the two things had to be total-
ly at odds with each other.”

In fact, his aspiration to become a
musician came before his conversion to
Orthodox Judaism.

“For my whole life, my dream was
to be a singer - that’s what I always
wanted to do. I guess for me I was real-
ly into music and then I made this pret-
ty major change in my life. I got really
religious, and when I did I stopped
doing music, and then I re-emerged
with my music. But this is before I was
known – I hadn’t had any success yet.”

“When I started doing music again
everything happened very quickly. A lot
of it has to do with the music - I like to
think so at least - but a lot of it had to
do with the interest in the fact that
there’s someone who was making this
music that was authentically Hasidic.
That was such a strange thing for peo-

ple to wrap their heads around, so there
was a lot of interest and that’s kind of
what separated me and helped me to get
known a little bit.”

Although Matisyahu admits part of
his success was due to his religious
image, he doesn’t believe his music has a
limited appeal due to its religious refer-
ences. “Well, it’s all one thing for me:
religious things are not separate and
they’re not different. It’s comparative
philosophy – the struggles in my life that
I go through that I try to portray through
my music and the things that inspire me.
It’s all kind of one thing.” 

Religion might be a part of his
music, but Matisyahu sings about expe-
riences that are above all universal. “You
know, I once did this small acoustic
show and there were two girls in the

front row with Muslim head coverings
on, of Arab descent, who were singing
every word to my songs. I think my
music is not tied to a political or reli-
gious agenda – it’s about humanity, it’s
about love and compassion; that’s my
purpose.”

In terms of style, his has made a
clear development from his first album
to his latest, Light, in which he has col-
laborated with artists such as Akon,
producing a more hip-hop edge to his
sound.

He does not see this as a decisive
change, however: “It’s just the music I
listen to - I’ve never listened to just one
style. I guess there are certain artists
that are only really immersed in one
style of music – they live that music,
they breathe that music, they don’t

expand or really do anything else, but
the way that I grew up and the way that
I’ve always listened to music is that I
listen all different styles of music. At a
certain time in my life I got very
inspired by reggae music, so when I
was developing my style I got heavily
into reggae, but I’ve always been a mix
of styles.”

He acknowledges, however, that
this album took more crafting, as he
now has producers and collaborators to
work with. “With this record, I had
more of a process I guess where I had a
studio. I was home in New York, and I
invited a lot of different friends of
mine, musicians and writers to come
work with me on this record.”

“I would work with people at dif-
ferent points of time, and then I would
take what we would do and bring it to
other people. For example, I had a
friend of mine, a bass player, to come
and play bass on there and a guitar
player come and play guitar, and I
would write the lyrics and I would take
it to some producers and they would sit
and craft a song for months at a time.
So it was definitely a different process;
a more lengthy process and more
detailed.”

Certainly the extra time spent on
his latest record has paid off, as Light
spent 34 weeks on the top spot of the
billboard reggae albums chart. Musing
about the record, Matisyahu attributes
its success to  “the vast majority of peo-
ple respect what I do and are willing to
move with me. I think it's not so much
about genres or styles of music as it is
about expressing the emotion or the
idea.” 

Already plans are underway for a
follow-up, this summer Matisyahu is
planning to “record another live record
(Live at Stubbs Volume 2), with the
dub trio, so that should be pretty cool,
and then start writing the next record.”
Having begun as something of a press
novelty, three albums on Matisyahu has
proven that genres do not have to
adhere to stereotypes and that religion

Above: 
Matisyahu
relaxing-
with his
beard.
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AAbboovvee:: GGhhoossttppooeett



Chrome Hoof are a rarity in
the modern music world; a
band whose output genuinely

sounds otherworldly and unprece-
dented. Numerous touchstones are
identifiable - krautrock’s hypnotic
grooves, the bacchanalian ecstasy
of acid house, doom metal’s slow-
motion, bullish riffs, Magma’s
prog-jazz space-worship and
George Clinton’s interstellar funk –
but in their overflowing cauldron
these incongruent influences
merge into a cocktail that is truly
original. Having stunned London
(and further afield; the band have
just returned from Primavera) with
their megalithic, disco-pleasing
sounds, the eight-piece (sometimes
22-piece) quasi-orchestra land in
the humble confines of the
Brudenell Social Club. Onstage, the
band combine grandiose ritual the-
atricality – mirror ball cowls and
robes, gladiator helmets, lasers and
a giant ram prop – with deft musi-
cianship and unrestrained energy.
Founding brothers Leo and Milo
Smee – the Romulus and Remus of
the outfit – tower over the ranks,
which include wild-haired
Cardiacs/Knifeworld guitarist
Kavus Torabi and Donna Summer-
alike astro-diva vocalist Lola
Olafisoye.

The first, most obvious ques-
tion to ask is how the hell a group
as seemingly disparate as this was
initially united, and what hallu-
cinogenics were used to concoct
these alien sounds. Supernaturally

tall and gaunt bass guru Leo smiles
wistfully. “It just started with me
and my brother just playing drums
and bass with whatever equipment
we had lying around at the time,
just a Casio, synthesizer and an
Atari. Then we drafted in Chloe, an
old boozing partner, who told me
she played bassoon. I thought;
“Drum, bass and bassoon. That’d
be interesting”.” The brothers’
garage-based experiments clearly
got out of hand as more and more
acolytes gathered, all bringing their
own sonic weaponry to the collec-
tive’s already burgeoning artillery.

On new album Crush Depth
which relocates subject matter
from deep space to the deep sea,
collaborations with luminaries
such as Circulus, Simian Mobile
Disco and kosmiche legends
Cluster similarly help to put the
band’s sound in widescreen mode.
Recorded “mostly in London, in
studios, bedrooms, toilets and liv-
ing rooms”, the record is testament
to the bands’ sonic powers stretch-
ing beyond their budget.
Aforementioned bassoonist Chloe
Herington chimes in, “it’s been
interesting learning how to use
Logic and everything, so in a way
recording like that’s been quite use-
ful”. Leo explains the shift in sub-
ject matter in a typically vague way;
“It has a watery theme. We’re play-
ing water music. Well, deeper than
that.” Abyssal trench music?
“Deeper than that. But you’re on
the right lines.” The new record’s

title, Crush Depth, was purportedly
decided on when the band were
watching sub-standard submarine
thriller K19: The Widowmaker on
the tourbus, but guitarist Kavus
suggests a more dubious explana-
tion. “We were on bad drugs, psy-
chedelics, had a bad come-down
for two weeks. We were conversing
with the Devil and the neon letters
appeared, ‘Crush Depth’.” He sug-
gests a similarly preposterous
explanation for the lack of the

band’s giant ram prop at the gig.
“That ain’t no prop. It’s a fully-

fledged member of the band. We’re
his bitch. He calls the shots. He’s at
home doing the accounts. His
favourite album is Ram by Paul
McCartney.”

The band’s wayward sense of
humour is part of what helps their
music to belie their genre. When
you think of 21st century prog, fes-
tering po-faced musical turds like
Dream Theater and Porcupine Tree

upsettingly clog the mind. But
thanks to the Hoof ’s emphasis on
thinking progressively with both
crotch and brain, the new record is
constantly danceable, daring and
absurdly complex. Think King
Crimson riffing with coked-up
Detroit disco. The band’s musical
open-mindedness is perhaps the
key to this distinction. “We all lis-
ten to a wide range of stuff,”
enthuses Leo, “with all these differ-
ent instruments we want to experi-
ment and push things as much as
possible, and you hear what comes
out. Kavus loves mental prog;
Sarah (Anderson, Violin) loves
power-pop. If something sounds
good we’ll usually go with it.”

With members from back-
grounds as far removed as hip-hop,
classical and metal, this approach
has resulted in true innovation.
Essentially, Chrome Hoof soak up
everything good about progressive
rock and bring it kicking and
screaming into the 21st Century;
bringing unpredictability, open-
mindedness, accessibility, charm
and, most importantly, sexiness to
a genre that has for so long been
associated with lengthy beards, 12-
sided dice and body odour issues.
With the festival season approach-
ing, there are plenty of chances to
take a fat hit of their psychedelic
bombardment, as they appear at
the UK’s Big Chill and Bestival as
well as plenty of events across
Europe. Space is still deep, kids,
and cosmic music is back with a
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GGrraadduuaattiioonn SSoonnggss
Tom Killingbeck

As the three terrifyingly brief years of
university come to a close, wave
goodbye to these parting classics
before heading into the ‘real world’ ...

HHeeaadd AAuuttoommaattiiccaa -- ‘‘GGrraadduuaattiioonn DDaayy’’
Fuck Kanye, this is much more accu-
rate to how graduation really feels -
Emo. Hold back the tears, folks.

NN--DDuubbzz –– ‘‘LLoovvee FFoorr MMyy SSlluumm’’
Show your love for our campus’ dank
architecture and your kitchen’s 
favella-like condtion with this cut
from ball-ruiners Dappy and crew.

LLeeoonnaarrdd CCoohheenn –– ‘‘HHeeyy,, TThhaatt’’ss NNoo
WWaayy TToo SSaayy GGooooddbbyyee’’
A poetic and romantic farewell to the
flatmate you had a crush on but
never quite could seduce despite that
one drunken fumble after Ziggys.

DDoollllyy PPaarrttoonn -- ‘‘99 ttoo 55’’
No more dancing about in polo
shirts and deceptively expensive
tracksuit bottoms you lot. 
It’s the hard graft from now on.

WWhhiittee LLiieess –– ‘‘FFaarreewweellll TToo TThhee
FFaaiirrggrroouunndd’’
There’s a fairground at the grad ball.
But it’s also, like, a metaphor.

Nouse PlaylistReviews
ARTIST: SLAM DUNK FESTIVAL

DATE: 30 MAY

VENUE:  LEEDS UNIVERSITY 

UNION

REVIEW:  ESTELLA ADEYERI

�����

First up was RRaannddoomm HHaanndd on
the Vans stage; guitars and a
trombone literally never sounded
so good. With a set that instigated
my First Circle Pit of the Day, they
had the entire room skanking and
headbanging in ska-punk ecstasy.
As I grabbed a quick drink at the
bar, I had the misfortune of see-
ing the abomination that is
MMiilllliioonnaaiirreess. They’re kinda like
Daphne & Celeste but with big
scene hair, more swearing and
even less talent. Unsure if they’re
joking, but convinced that my
ears were about bleed, I sought
refuge back at the Vans stage.
SSoonniicc BBoooomm SSiixx had arrived and
their punk-rock ska-rap fusion
went down a storm, especially old
favourites such as ‘Sound of a
Revolution’, ‘Monkey See Monkey
Do’, and their revved up version of
Puretone’s ‘Totally Addicted to
Bass’. 

I then strolled down to the
Atticus stage, excited for AAggaaiinnsstt
MMee!!. Instead I was greeted by
whiny emo-inspired mediocrity

masquerading as post-hardcore,
courtesy of WWee AArree TThhee OOcceeaann. I
waited painfully through four
songs, realising that the delay in
stage times meant forfeiting
Against Me! in order to catch
SSkkiinnddrreedd. Skindred didn’t disap-
point as they tore up the stage
with their unique blend of punk,
metal and reggae. Standout
tracks included ‘Bruises’, ‘Nobody’
and ‘Pressure’, and they ended tri-
umphantly to a soundtrack of
Pantera’s ‘Walk’, before suddenly
switching to Sean Paul’s ‘Gimme
the Light’ (somehow it worked). 

As the tweenagers scuttled
off to watch NNeeww FFoouunndd GGlloorryy,
the rest of us geared up for the
highlight of the night: the one-off
return of CCaappddoowwnn. The ska-punk
legends made no promises of any
future gigs, so the crowd revelled
in their past classics – and
through the chilled ‘Bitches and
Nike Shoes’, the riotous ‘The
Neverlution,’ and the circle pit
rousing ‘Cousin Cleotis’, we all
wished they were back for good.

Trampled Under Hoof

ARTIST:  LADY GAGA

DATE:   3 JUNE

VENUE: MEN ARENA

REVIEW: RACHEL BANNING-

LOVER

�����

Not many shows can claim to
begin before they even start, but
Lady Gaga’s show was destined to
be a spectacle from the beginning.
The singer had to personally
intervene before the concert when
security wouldn’t let in hundreds
of fans with their hair in Coke can
curlers. The lights dimming, a 180
degree projector screen greeted
fans and a countdown began.

At zero, we were held in sus-
pense. Several seconds of silent
movie-esque footage of Gaga was
shown before the projector
became semi-transparent and a
dark figure emerged from the top
of a NYC fire escape. Gaga, still
hidden, performed ‘Dance in the
Dark’ to an enthralled audience.

As the final notes were hit
perfectly, the curtain lifted and
down below, a truck backfired.
Lifting up the truck’s bonnet, a
cleverly concealed piano emerged
and our journey began with a
highly energetic version of ‘Just
Dance’. Tension and excitement
increased as her more well-known

songs were aired. Appearing on
the verge of tears as she dedicated
‘Telephone’ to a young fan, who
had died earlier that day of
leukaemia, she urged her fans to
be inspired and to never give up
on their dreams. 

‘Speechless’ was the perform-
ance of the night, keeping the
audience in an absolute trance.
The surprise of the night though,
had to be ‘Teeth’; with a bit of a
Cabaret style dancing to it, the
performance easily had the audi-
ence stomping along. 

Gaga’s extravagant costumes
did not disappoint either, emerg-
ing in one number appearing to
be dressed as a giant tasselled
lampshade.

Gaga’s vision culminated
with a cliff hanger; a giant fish-
like creature, which represented
her childhood fears. emerged with
tentacles that tried to sweep the
singer off the ground. After a
short pause, Gaga returned on
stage to perform her encore of
‘Bad Romance’.

Tom Killingbeck cross-examines cosmic collective Chrome Hoof.
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Success for up-and-coming
American writer/directors is a
hit-and-miss business. This
month’s The Brothers Bloomwas
generally regarded as a letdown
compared to Rian Johnson’s first
film, Brick. Noah Baumbach
found himself in a similar posi-
tion after 2007’s Margot and the
Wedding disheartened fans of
The Squid and the Whale; now,
Greenberg has put Baumbach
back in the critics’ good books
again, and with good reason.

It’s a bizarre change of
weather surrounding the direc-
tor, since his approach, to some
extent, has remained the same
over his three films. They focus
on family members and their
friends, in different ways disap-
pointed with their lives; but
rather than dressing up existen-
tial crises in cute indie rock and
quaint locations with surprise
comic deaths and births,
Baumbach presents his charac-
ters as you’d be more likely to
meet them. Greenberg’s hero is
stubborn as hell, and he’s not
supposed to be a stubborn man
who you’re convinced to sympa-
thise with. Your patience might
be tested, as mine certainly was

with the majority of Margot’s
characters. But if you find
Greenberg’s main actors as con-
vincing as I did, then you’ll find
the experiences Baumbach puts
them through to be compelling,
funny and perceptive.

The title is in some ways
misleading; Ben Stiller’s Roger
Greenberg may be the main
character, but he doesn’t appear
for at least 10 minutes, and this
is certainly more than an oppor-
tunity for Stiller to act seriously
(which he does well). The intro-
duction following Florence
(Gerwig) is perhaps the most
simply successful piece of film-
making in Greenberg. She’s a
nanny and personal assistant in
the house of a wealthy L.A. fam-
ily, who are going away on a long
holiday. Baumbach’s camera fol-
lows her driving to the super-
market and back, busy yet
relaxed, thanking drivers that
can’t hear her as they let her pass
– a personality trait not meant to
be endearing, just convincingly
belonging to a spirit who’s some-
times childish and yet never
naive, loving of her independ-
ence and forced to do things she
could easily say no to. Walking

into the house, Florence is bom-
barded by excited children and
kisses on the cheek from parents
who need her help packing. The
camera remains completely still
as Florence remains stuck by the
front door.

When Roger does surface,
he’s an imposing love interest in
a romance that seems like either
a perfect or disastrous idea.
Florence must chauffeur the
non-driver around L.A., buy him
anything he needs that can’t be
bought locally and make sure
he’s looking after the family dog.

This introduces us to Roger’s 40-
year-old disappointed life. He’s a
man incapable of learning from
his experiences, unable to decide
whether he’s a rebel or desirous
of a normal, successful life.
Stiller’s neurosis is extremely
convincing, and Rhys Ifans
escapes post-Notting Hill carica-
tures as Roger’s former band-
mate, Ivan. We only glimpse his
outgoing charisma; Greenberg’s
constant moaning leaves him
subdued, and restrainedly upset
when Roger forgets the name or
age of Ivan’s son.

The date movie is perhaps the worst genre
Hollywood has to offer. So vast is the gulf
between Valentine’s Day, The Bounty
Hunter and films someone in full possession
of their mental faculties would actually want
to see, that one must seek out other enter-
tainment. Critic Mark Kermode has said
that the litmus test is taking your girlfriend
to a horror movie, but then he had the luxu-
ry of dating an academic who specialises in
the erotic thriller. These days the horror film
comes pre-packaged with a great deal of vio-
lence against women, and I decided to see
just what a group of female friends were
willing to endure.

We began with Eli Roth’s ‘torture porn’
Hostel series, which elicited few screams
and little effect in general, chiefly because
the films are crap. Our cohort laughed at a
few bits of the terrible dialogue, so we can
assume that films along these lines (from
Saw and Saw II through until Saw: Infinity)
make a safe bet for dates.

I upped the stakes, and went in for a
round of Michael Haneke’s Funny Games.
Its prolonged psychological nausea was
enjoyed by everyone except me: whenever a
character breaks the fourth wall I quickly
erect a fifth. The English remake and
German language versions are essentially
identical. Choose whichever. I can’t take
Michael Pitt seriously after Last Days and
The Dreamers, yet I am always too distract-
ed by Arno Frisch’s insanely thin legs to pay
attention to the original.

Pascal Laugier’s Martyrs makes for an
interesting double bill with any Haneke
piece. Wrapping two hours of gore in a bit of
cod philosophy (after all, it is French…), the
film subjects the viewer to various women
being ritually beaten into a state whereby
they might see a little bit of the afterlife. One
girl, ribboned with cuts and unable to speak,
scratches at a light bulb, and another finds
metal plates bolted to her head and pelvis.
By the time a long scene of a girl being
skinned arrived, our group was mostly
unable to endure any longer. The sight of
Charlotte Gainsbourg producing blood-cum
from her husband, before self-mutilating
with dirty scissors, also proved a bit too
much in Von Trier’s Antichrist.

Our journey stopped there, before
Irréversible, in which Monica Belluci is
raped for a good ten minutes. The point of
this scene, I believe, is that by about five
minutes, the viewer actually begins to find
watching a rape boring, rather than disgust-
ing. The rule really is that in terms of mak-
ing these movies a romantic excursion, gross
torture is fine as long as it isn’t directed in
too serious a manner.

The real myth, though, is that men are
the ones deciding what should be seen.
Moviegoing men are actually exposed to
women’s cinematic choices. I first started
dating properly in 2003. I know this not
because I’m a sad, obsessive diarist, but
because it could only be in that year when
my then girlfriend took me to see Charlie’s
Angels: Full Throttle, Bruce Almighty, the
first Pirates of the Caribbean film and
Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines.

FILM: GREENBERG
DIRECTOR: NOAH BAUMBACH
STARRING: BEN STILLER, GRETA GERWIG, RHYS IFANS
REVIEW: MICHAEL ALLARD
RUNTIME: 107 MINS
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FILM: THE KILLER INSIDE ME 
DIRECTOR:MICHAEL 
WINTERBOTTOM
STARRING: CASEY AFFLECK
RUNTIME: 109 MINS
REVIEW: LAURA COLEMAN

�����

The sudden reputation for
provocative, misogynistic brutal-
ity earned by Michael
Winterbottom’s latest release
may have led to comparisons
with Lars von Trier’s Antichrist,
but The Killer Inside Me’s
impact – such as it is – doesn’t
compare. This is not to say the
violence is moderate; there are
beatings and bloody mutilations
galore, as Deputy Sheriff-cum-
psychotic killer Lou Ford (Casey
Affleck with brilliant blank-faced
menace) shoots and punches his
way through the supporting cast.
Neither the brutality nor the
strong misogynistic element is
straightforward, however. The
portrayal of the sexual violence
suffered by Ford’s female victims,
played by Jessica Alba and Kate
Hudson, is certainly uncompro-
mising in its explicitness. But
both are too undeveloped as
characters for a sense of betrayal
or psychological impact to be
sufficiently felt or explored, by
director as much as by audience.

But this is not the only prob-

lem with labelling the film exces-
sive. Had the otherwise com-
pelling acts of unremitting vio-
lence been allowed to hit home,
the tone of the piece would sure-
ly have reached the pitch of true
ethical transgression. 

As it is, however, the cine-
matic effects (and hence the
emotional affect) of the gore are
curtailed by swift-moving shots
and scene changes, or else dis-
pelled by the discordantly home-
ly country soundtrack and calm-
ing effect of a low-key voiceover.
Instead of moral dubiousness,
the upshot is general, cinematic
dubiousness as the attentive
audience is left not racked by the
memory of unforgettable horror,
but perhaps struggling to recall
the full force of it.

With effortless charm and less
than perfect English, Arnold
Schwarzenegger explains how he
undermines his opponents in the
1975 Mr Olympia contest: “Franco
is pretty smart, but Franco's a
child. He comes to me for advices.
So it's not hard for me to give him
the wrong advices.”

Pumping Iron follows several
bodybuilders in the run-up to the
non-professional ‘Mr Universe’
and professional ‘Mr Olympia’
competitions. These were judged
in Zoolander-esque ‘pose-offs;’
perfect physical symmetry and
muscle definition being the goal.
However, far from a montage of
sweaty gym and Herculean
weightlifting scenes (though there
are many), the documentary pro-
vides an in-depth account of the
personal backgrounds of and the
psychological one-upmanship
between the competitors.
Schwarzenegger’s charisma and
political savvy outshone his rivals
as brightly as his superior
physique, and thereafter shot him
to worldwide fame. 

To up the emotional ante,
clear villains and heroes are cast
in each competition, and classic
American ‘characters’ identified.
Women fawn over Arnie: the
American dream. Heartbreaking
stories of Michael Katz’s child-
hood bullying and devotion to
his own children render his
crushing defeat by ‘baddie’ Ken
Waller infinitely more affecting.

In the most powerful scene
of the film, Schwarzenegger
describes how he informed his
mother over the phone that he
would not attend his father’s
funeral so that he might continue
to exercise unencumbered by
mourning. Though elsewhere it
clearly exaggerates for dramatic
effect, Pumping Iron remains a
documentary masterpiece.

www.ey.com/uk/careers

FILM: PUMPING IRON (1977)
STARRING: ARNOLD
SCHWARZENEGGER, 
LOU FERRIGNO
RUNTIME: 83 MINS
REVIEW: HOLLY THOMAS
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FILM.
Never mind
romcoms, make
your first date a
trip to Martyrs
or Antichrist

Liam O’Brien



You’ve finished exams and
essays and have the
prospect of a long and

unproductive summer ahead.
Spirits are high. You leave the
exam hall, only to discover that
the near-tropical heat wave of
the past few weeks has now dis-
appeared and it’s actually quite
gloomy.

Still, you’re determined to
overcome that persistent cynical
streak and enjoy your newfound
freedom. You resolve to spend
the remainder of the term either
intoxicated or sofa-bound with
the ‘Antiques Roadshow’ and
internet shopping to over-
come your seemingly
permanent hangover.

Thrilled by your own
resourcefulness, you head for
the nearest TV, full of hope.
Problem is, it’s the World Cup.
Some enterprising soul has
apparently decided that
this year they’ll
start broad-
casting foot-
ball on televi-
sion. Furthermore,
it seems that you’re in
a definite minority
whose mood does not
depend on England’s perform-
ance. At this difficult time, the
only solution is to reach for the
bottle. One of the marvels of
alcohol is that it makes the most
dull things (and people) seem
interesting. So, get hold of a few
of the bottles below to tide you
through the remainder of the
footie. Who knows, you too may
be shouting “box it, son” soon
enough ...

22000055 RRiioojjaa RReesseerrvvaa
MMaarrqquuééss ddee RRiissccaall (13.5%;
£9.99 each for two, Majestic)
Classic Rioja. Strawberries and
vanilla on the nose. Dark fruits.
Luxurious and reasonably
priced.

22000077 BBoouurrggooggnnee RRoouuggee
PPiinnoott NNooiirr,, VViieeiilllleess VViiggnneess,,
MMaaiissoonn DDiieeuu,, DDoommaaiinnee PPootteell
(12.5%; £12.95 each, The Wine
Society) Silky, ripe and medium-
bodied pinot noir.

22000099 EErrrraazzuurriizz
SSaauuvviiggnnoonn BBllaanncc,, CChhiillee

(13.5%; £4.99 each for
t w o ,
Majestic)
g o o s e -

berries and
guava. Crisp,
dry and great
value.
22 00 00 77

dd''AArreennbbeerrgg ''TThhee
FFoooottbboolltt'' SShhiirraazz

(14.7%; £14.99 each,
Oddbins) Rasberries,
plums and spice. Oozes

class.
22000088 PPoouuiillllyy--FFuumméé ''LLeess

CCaassccaaddeelllleess'' CCaavveess ddee PPoouuiillllyy--
ssuurr--LLooiirree (13.5%; £7.99 for two,
Majestic) Old school sauvignon.
Gooseberries and citrus fruits
with a crisp, mineral character.

22000088 VVaassssee FFeelliixx ''AAddaammss
RRooaadd'' CChhaarrddoonnnnaayy MMaarrggaarreett
RRiivveerr,, AAuussttrraalliiaa (12.5%; £8.79
each for two, Majestic) Packed
with ripe tropical fruits, com-
bined with a balanced acidity.

22000044 WWeeiinneerrtt MMaallbbeecc,,
AArrggeennttiinnaa (14.5%; £8.50 each,
The Wine Society) Mature aro-
mas of leather and cedar.

“Students weren’t wel-
come here before,” said
the cheerful landlady as

she pulled my pint of Timothy
Taylor’s. This confirmed my sus-
picion that if I’d entered before
Easter, armed with little more
than a student overdraft and a
southern accent, I would’ve
been stared right back out
again.

Situated in student central
on Hull Road, the Beeswing had
been a paint-peeling and net-
curtain-twitching establishment
that oozed anti-student feeling
from the brickwork. But now
under new ownership, it is
throwing open its doors to old
and new alike.

Upon entry a sparkling new
bar awaits, invariably mar-
shalled by a beaming barman,
with a moderate selection of
beers at moderate prices. You
will be hard pushed to get
change from £5 for two pints,
whether you choose Black
Sheep, Timothy Taylor’s or John
Smith’s Cask Ale, although a £2
offer on the latter between
Monday and Thursday lessens
the pain. Frugal, but impeccably
clean polished wood benches
match similar tables. Q radio,
TV screens (no Sky), a pool table
and darts area almost gives one

half of the pub a student union
vibe, while the leather sofas on
the other side reminds us that
this pub is to be shared with the
non-student clientele.

To temper this relentless
optimism, there are a couple of
teething problems. “Ey up,
grubs up,” shout the blackboards
outside the entrance, and the
menu of pie/fish/burger and
chips all priced around the £5-8
bracket sounds like a decent
prospect, but on a Friday
evening, nothing but sandwich-
es were available. 

But I’m ready to forgive the
Beeswing for these blips. It can’t
be overstated how much the
refurbishments, in the bar and
in the attitude, have trans-
formed it from “avoid at all
costs” to my first port of call on
the way into town. 

The Sanctuary was recommend-
ed to me as somewhere pleas-
ant, yet not too pricey, when I

had a friend to stay and needed
somewhere reasonably nice. I’m not
tight; funds are dwindling due to end
of term expenses. 

Anyway, I digress. Situated at
the far end of Gillygate, The
Sanctuary is a prime example of the
type of small boutique restaurant
that is so commonly found through-
out York. 

The decoration and general
mood of the place are its major sell-
ing points. The Sanctuary is not
afraid of the worn look. Old creaking
floor boards are complimented by
cracked Victorian tiles. 

There is nothing that feels over
sanitized, instead you are struck by
the fact you are in a well lived in and
relaxed space; brilliant for two
friends having a catch-up.

There is a mixture of seating:
from comfortable sofas to more tra-
ditional tables and chairs. The inside
space is well managed; it succeeds in
being small and cozy without being
cramped. There is nothing worse
than having to breathe in every time
a waitress walks past. 

With only three other tables full
while I was there, I was pleasantly
surprised by the atmosphere that
was created. 

There is a real sense that in the
hubbub of this dinning area you can
have a private conversation without
the fear of the bored married couple

beside you listening in.
Unfortunately, the night I went

was slightly too cool for us to sit out-
side. This was a shame as the
Sanctuary boasts the only fully edible
garden in any York restaurant. The
garden is spacious and would allow
for much larger groups to eat in com-
fort if you so desired. 

Being an indecisive person by
nature, I was pleased to see the menu
here was quite short. This saves me
having to wade through page after
page of options; however, it also
means that one can expect the things
on the menu to be done to a high
standard. 

On the plus side, there is a
strong sense of ecological awareness,
with all the dishes locally sourced
and rotated seasonally for those who
are concerned about such things.
Jamie Oliver would be so proud. 

The menus themselves slightly
let the feel of the restaurant down.
This is by no means a very smart
restaurant, but menus that are print-
ed on an A4 piece of paper and still
have the stains from the last cus-
tomers’ use were disappointing to
say the least. 

We ordered the carrot and
coriander soup and goat’s cheese to
start; both were off the specials
menu.

The soup was piping hot and
delicious, served with fresh ciabatta
bread that complimented the flavour
well. The goat’s cheese was good, if a
touch on the sweet side. Both por-

tions were generous for a starter and,
in hindsight, I would advise that,
unless you are really hungry, you give
the starter a miss.

For our main course we both
ordered the gourmet burgers. These
were the only real low point in the
meal; both burgers had been over
cooked, were very dry and generally
inedible. Gourmet? I think not. 

This was saved by the fact that
everything else on the plate was so
good. The chunky chips were colos-
sal and the salad was beautifully
dressed. This was a small mountain
of food and there was no way I was in
any state to look at the pudding
menu afterwards.

The service throughout the
meal was friendly but a little slow.
This seemed slightly second-rate as
the restaurant was only half full; if it
had been a busier night I am not sure
how well they would have coped. 

Overall, The Sanctuary was a
great place to go for two people who
just wanted to catch-up on old times.
Bearing in mind the cost and the
quantity of food you are given, it is
great value for money. I am not sure
if I would go there again for dinner
as there are many small quirky
restaurants in York who seem to do
the whole thing a little better.  

But the way The Sanctuary will
really stand out will be on a sunny
day; I have every intention of sam-
pling their lunch menu in their
extensive beer garden with a pint of
beer, wallowing in warm rays.

22/06/10 MM2233www.ey.com/uk/careers

Food & Drink.
RESTAURANT: THE SANCTUARY
ADDRESS: 68 GILLYGATE
PRICES: £10 PER PERSON
REVIEW: HARRY MCCORKELL
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WINE R.J. Pringle

PUB Richard Smith

““There is nothing that feels over 
sanitised, you are struck by the fact
you are in a well lived in place””





The Burning Question:

NOUSE :THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER
Tuesday 22 June 2010 www.nouse.co.ukComment

An inconsiderate Commercial
Services damages societies

Picture this: the
University v. YUSU.
The topic: ‘table-gate’.

The reasons: Commercial
Services want to buy tables
that won’t break. YUSU
wants us to be able to use
the areas designated for stu-
dent activities. Who will
emerge victorious in this
classic battle of good against
evil? Who will win this leg
and go on to compete in the
final round: Campus Bars vs
Students? Who will pay?

Those still reading may
think this has nothing to do
with them. This is a mistake.
As a proud of member of
campus media, I consider
myself responsible for
reporting such significant
events and then presenting a
pithy comment piece telling
you what to think. Here’s the
lowdown:

Heslington Hall would
like prospective students to
think that York is a campus
full of invigorating societies
that will open your mind to
the wonders of student life.
This is because they, the
administrators, have provid-

ed the funds and infrastruc-
ture for societies to blos-
som. Any club president or
regular reader of this news-
paper will tell you this is not
the case.

Table-gate is a perfect

example. Derwent Bar is a
massive space which would
be perfect for exercise
groups to practice in. It is
ridiculous that Room
Booking Services have a
shortage of space because
empty bars are full unmov-
able tables. Societies should
be able to utilise the space
they need when necessary.
However, because
Commercial Services, once
again, chose to focus on
their bottom line rather

than what we the people
actually need, is not the
case.

The University told us
they were taking away 24
hour portering because we
didn’t need them. Now, they
are purchasing tables that
require two trained porters
each to move them for an
event. This takes up more of
their valuable time and pro-
vides unnecessary expense
to the JCRCs who didn’t
want them in the first place.

Derwent Bar should
belong to the Derwenters.
Failing this, it should at
least belong to the students.
One of the benefits of
attending a small, campus
based university should be
the ability to hold
impromptu events in col-
leges. If the space is taken
up by pointless furniture,
this can not happen.

Societies makes our
University great. They pro-
vide a place and a commu-
nity for all interests but they
must be cultivated. YUSU
does an excellent job of this.
The University does not.

To join the latest debate and read exclusive web content, go to www.nouse.co.uk/comment

Purchasing inappro-
priate furniture is not
the most obvious
scandal, but it reminds
us of how thoughtless
University admin can
be towards students

Ihave become pitifully
nostalgic this week after
the horrifying realisation

that ‘golden period’ of my
time as a fresher is drawing
to an alarming close.

Soon to join the ranks
of those who actually spend
time in the library, I am at
least pretending to be con-
cerned that I came to
University to get a degree.

However, there is
another part of me that can-
not wait to observe the
onslaught of new, shiny first
years as they timidly trot
onto campus, with the
entirety of their extended
family in tow. They have no
idea what they are in for.

The truth of the matter
is, most of us make our deci-

sions on University based
around the contents of a
polished prospectus and the
overly staged and enthusias-
tic open days.

Flicking through, I
couldn’t help but laugh at
the numerous panoramic
photos of students lying
casually on the lawn outside
Heslington Hall, surrounded
by mountains of books but
laughing to each other
(simultaneously educational
and fun). Central Hall is

only ever shown in the back-
ground behind some blos-
soming trees. And there isn’t
a goose in sight.

As I look out of my
window, it bears little
resemblance to the leafy
paradise depicted in the
prospectus, and I cannot
help but feel a little bitter.

The real issue lies in the
fact that the deception goes
beyond the superficial exte-
rior of campus. If the
prospectus is anything to go
by, students can look for-
ward to a “vibrant social and
cultural life on a self-con-
tained campus”, in a city
which is a “buzzing hotspot
by night”.

While the University of
York excels in many ways,
the standard of social life on
campus is really nothing to
brag about; ‘vibrant’ is cer-
tainly not the word that
springs to mind when sitting
in B-Henrys on a Saturday
night. The same can also be
said for the city.

While it may be naïve
to expect anything but pret-
ty pictures and exaggerated
claims in something that is
little more than a piece of
PR, I still don’t believe it’s
necessary to create false illu-
sions, making claims about
opportunities that are a def-
inite stretch of the truth.

York may not be the
prettiest, or most cosmopol-
itan of Universities but it is
precisely these flaws that
give it a character lacking in
so many others- after all,
perfection is boring. Perhaps
a potential tagline for the
2011 prospectus?

LLeetttteerrss Nouse, Grimston House, Vanbrugh College

Nouse welcomes your letters. Please indicate if 
they are not intended for publication. 

Email lleetttteerrss@@nnoouussee..ccoo..uukk or write to:

Do examiners hate those on Joint Degree courses?

www.ey.com/uk/careers

This edition, Nouse asked:

While it has moved up the
newspaper league tables this
year, do you think York has
improved?

145 people voted, with the
majority stating

No

““SSoocciieettiieess
sshhoouulldd bbee
aabbllee ttoo uuttiilliissee
tthhee ssppaaccee
tthheeyy nneeeedd””

Pitiful

prospectus
Hannah 
Ellis-
Petersen

Camilla 
Jenkins

MUSE
Editor

Dear Nouse,

It may or may not have come to your attention
that some Olympic teams are coming to the
University of York to train.

Among these is a Gambian team - but
what on earth will they be able to train for
here?

Our running track, for instance, is hor-
rendous. Not only that, they’ll end up slipping
up on the mess that the ducks have left
behind...and then the University will get sued
or something. Who knows.

The tennis courts? It’s not even surfaced.
And most people don’t even know where it
actually is!

“If it’s good enough for Halifax Thirds, it’s
good enough for the Gambian Olympic team?”
Well, I for one certainly don’t believe that’s
true. Not by a mile, Olympic or otherwise. 

Tom, a sporting enthusiast

Dear Nouse,

The examination period has drawn to a close,
and yet it is not that I feel disgruntled about,
it’s actually about how I feel a bit discrimi-
nated against.

The timetabling office, or whoever is
responsible for that sort of thing seems to
have entirely overlooked the fact that when
we have to sit exams for one subject, asking
us to go to lectures for our other subject real-
ly is rather unreasonable.

Whilst I sat my History five day exam, I
was asked to go to my Politics lectures.

Ordinarily, I wouldn’t feel hard done by.
It’s reasonable enough for us to be asked to
make sure that the standard of work in both
subjects to be kept up. 

What I resent is the fact that no
allowances are made - the lack of communi-
cation between my two departments meant
that my Politics seminar leader (as was the

case for many people with different seminar
leaders on my course) was completely
unaware, until I informed them, of why I
hadn’t done the set reading in full, or why I
was a bit unprepared for my - vital - disserta-
tion meeting which is arguably one of the
most important academic meetings.

There are a lot of people on my Joint
Degree course, it’s a popular combination -
you’d think that with a situation which would
merit some sort of closer consideration.

I’ve never felt that my combination
doesn’t “work”, in fact this is the first time
since being at York that I haven’t - it’s such a
major issue that I can’t help but feel that the
University doesn’t care enough. 

This exam actually counted towards my
degree. I can only hope that the university
looks out for people in my position in the
future. 

Olivia,  History and Politics student

Yes

14

““II ssttiillll ddoonn’’tt
bbeelliieevvee iitt’’ss
nneecceessssaarryy ttoo
ccrreeaattee ffaallssee
iilllluussiioonnss””

Be considerate of others
Dear Nouse,

Last week, I noticed a hot dog stand lying,
unused, in the Courtyard.

Something that I’ve noticed since coming
to this University many moons ago, is a dis-
tinct lack of hot food ( junk, really: pizza, burg-
ers, chips etc.) to take away - it would make so
much money! 

Even though the Courtyard themselves
are now offering a similar sort of service, I’d
like to know what the Courtyard (or whoever
owns the stand) is intending to use it for...or
where I can purchase a hot dog from it. 

Although I’m sure it’d be very over-priced
to begin with, over time I would hope that
prices would go down.

It’s just a thought...but why not? If they
don’t, I’d like to start up a similar venture -just
imagine the profit that would be involved in it.

Adam, a James College third-year

No

72 people
voted 
Yes

(49.6%)

73 people
voted 
No

(50.4%)



I could have sworn I’d only
dozed off momentarily, but alas
it seems I’ve woken up to the

end of term. And what a rude awak-
ening it has been. I have taken great
pains to cultivate the image of
intimidating enigma, with or with-
out the use of without the use of
dramatic eyeliner, so it has come as
a great shock to me that while
ambling to my various haunts in
recent times I have been stopped by
a gaggle of my most distant
acquaintances- in some cases
almost mowed down - to be asked
about my “plans” for summer. Well,
really. I ask you. Or, I don’t, but it
seems that all of you do. The smug
ask so that they can be asked in
turn about their high-profile work
experience and holiday away with
Boyfriend who is graduating with a
double-first in dreaminess, the
nervous ask so that they can justify
a night of binge-drinking “because
fuck it, right? Insert-Smug’s-
Name-Here is so going places, and
I’m just not” and finally the
unimaginative ask because they
have been thrown into a tailspin of
panic and clammy hands at the
prospect of social exchange, howev-
er brief. And seconds before they
saw you they were thinking about
what they’d look like in leather
shorts.

So, I have come up with a more
entertaining method of dealing
with these unwelcome interroga-
tions. The eyebrows are raised, the
expectant gaze is lingering, an
answer imminent. “Ah, I’m glad you
asked”, say I. “Uranium mining in
July, 2 week programme, And then

in September”, lower voice accord-
ingly, “I’ve been lucky enough to
secure myself a full-time job at a
strip-club. Yes, fully paid. I know, I
know! How did I get hold of that, I
hear you ask? Well, I did obviously
have to apply through the right
channels, but Daddy knows some-
one who knows someone who’s an
excellent customer so… yup, very
excited. I think it’ll give my CV
another dimension… people skills,
yah, yah, yah.”

Give me a break. So, my best-
laid plans aside, let’s focus on the
here and now. We’re nearing the
end, and for each one of us the year
will have brought different things.
For first years perhaps a weight
gain and a still-casual relationship,
second years possibly a compulsion
to mop the kitchen floor the day
before an essay’s due, and third
years inevitably a sense of elation
that a Duchess-less future awaits
them with open arms. And library
fines. So how have the masses cho-
sen to celebrate and commemorate
their last few weeks?

The countdown to Week 10
seems to have generated a
surge of LAD behaviour pre-

viously unseen- from boys and girls

alike. On one
of my many
night-t ime
adventures this
term I was accosted
by the affronting
image of a
ladette in
rather a sorry
state- one
might say with her
knickers in a
twist- relieving
herself in what I
think was a
church door-
way. The gen-
tleman watch-
ing her in utter
fascination, who I naively
believed to be her male
companion for the
evening, looked up mid-trickle,
cocked his head and said “Alright,
luv? Fancy a kebab? Give me a
minute, she’s almost done”. The
implications of this invitation were
almost tempting enough to sway
me; did he mean “she’s almost
done, so will come along and join
in, she’s a real team player”?
Needless to say, I went hungry that
night. No special sauce for me.
Although I’m sure he didn’t- his

ladyfriend had a sizeable amount of
cash wodged in between her other
assets. This I learned as she applied
imaginative problem-solving skills
in contemplating how best to avoid
the drip-dry dilemma.

Another such experience of
boundless confidence/
shameless inebriation that I

can only attribute to that end of
term feeling was inflicted upon me-
surprise surprise- in Ziggy’s. I was
deep in conversation with a lovely,
docile specimen of athlete at the
bar when I felt what I assumed was
some lusty, busty young lady’s
rather sweaty faux fur tail quivering
against the small of my back.
Think rabbit. I turned mid-flutter,
to pinch it of course (everyone loves
a Ziggy’s memento) to discover that
what I had in my hand was by no
means faux and was certainly feel-
ing the cold, judging by it’s shyness
in my VK-stained palm. The
offending object’s owner gave me
what, in the circumstances, was a
pretty sober stare, winked, and just
so I’d have got my money’s worth,
did a little jig. The little fella was
very responsive, more rumba than
tango, and for a second I let my
mind wander: Dicks Come

Dancing? So It Thinks It Can
Dance? I think we may be on to a
winner… well, I’d back it. As I did,
quite literally.

Other more conventional
means of applauding a good
year’s work- although of late

I have favoured a more hands-on
approach, ah ha ha- such as the
Nouse Top 50 and the YUSU
Awards which have been ongoing
in recent weeks, have done a far
more commendable job of reward-
ing those excellent people on cam-
pus who are going about making
the world a better place. I for one
was happy to learn that as a mem-
ber of the student body I was able
to reward the ingenuity that now
means we have a HP Muggle Soc
on campus.

My attitude towards it is not
unlike my feelings about calf-
lengthening surgery; whilst some-
thing I would never be physically
able to submit myself to, I appreci-
ate that the need/desire exists. In
scarily large numbers.

In other news, this will be the
last in other news. My extended
nap has reinforced my belief that
campus is boring, and unless there
is some MuggleSoc and UYRUFC
cross-breeding scandal or Wayne
Rooney comes to give a series of
lectures about Fulfilling Your
Dreams, I will not be coaxed out of
hibernation. So let’s all take a
moment to collate our lasting
memories of this year and… start
pouring. Well it’s only fair: the few
that have stuck around have done a
bloody good job in doing so. They
deserve a toast.
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More killed as Mexican drug violence escalates

THE BODIES of 12 people have
been found in a cave near the pop-
ular tourist resort Cancun in
Mexico. Some of the bodies had the
letter 'z' carved into their chests,
suggesting that the Los Zetas cartel
were responsible for the killings.

Los Zetas, are one of several
powerful drug cartels currently
involved in violence in Mexico. The
‘Zetas’ were previously the para-
military wing of the Gulf Cartel,
Since taking office in 2006,
President Felipe Calderon has
engaged in a massive crackdown
against the drug cartels. The vio-
lence has claimed the lives of over
23,000 people since 2006.

Drug cartels are currently
fighting a bitter turf-war over key
smuggling routes. Mexico is a
major trafficking route to the
United States. Currently around
70% of foreign narcotics in the
USA are supplied by Mexican drug
cartels.

The cartels are organised and
are often better equipped than the
police and army. They have been
known to use high calibre automat-
ic weapons capable of piercing
armoured vehicles. In addition,
submarines have been used to
transport drugs into the USA.

Border cities, including
Cuidad Juárez and Tijuana, have
become battlegrounds between
rival drug gangs. Cuidad Juarez has
become the site of a bitter conflict
between the Juárez Cartel and the
Sinaloa Cartel.

Juárez ,which borders the

American city of El Paso, is cur-
rently the world's murder capital,
with more than 15 murders occur-
ing per day in the city. In 2009 over
2,500 people were killed in the vio-
lence.

In the same year, an addition-
al 5,000 Mexican soldiers were
deployed to the city. At present
50,000 federal troops and police
are engaged in fighting against the
drug cartels in Mexico.

Corruption plays a major role
in the violence in Mexico. In some
cities policemen and political fig-
ures have been implicated in the
violence. Prison breaks are com-
mon; Guzmán escaped from a high
security prison in 2001 and has
evaded capture.

Since then, the head of
Interpol in Mexico and several
municipal politicians have been
arrested for corruption as well as
hundreds of police officers.

The US now considers the
drug war in Mexico to be the
biggest threat to national security.
The US Congress pledged $1.6bn
to help fight the Cartels to be given
over three years.

In March three people associ-
ated with the US consulate in
Cuidad Juárez were murdered.

Following this President
Obama has said he may send
National Guard Troops to the bor-
der to prevent violence spilling
over the border in to Texas.

While drugs flow fromMexico
into the USA, it is suggested that
around 2,000 weapons pass into
Mexico every day.

Following the recent upsurge
in violence, President Calderon
recently defended his strategy. In a
statement, Calderon said that he
was “convinced” that Mexico would
be in a much worse situation if the
criminals hadn’t been tackled.

SCAZON

GlobalFocus
1.LONDON,UK
The coalition government has out-
lined £2bn of cuts to public sector
projects before the release of infor-
mation on further cuts, which will
be revealed during the ‘emergency
budget’, on the 22 June. The most
significant cuts have affected
Sheffield Forgemasters and North
Tees and Hartlepool Hospital, los-
ing over £500m of funding
between them.

2.CANCUN,MEXICO--------------------
The bodies of 12 people have been
found in a cave in the popular
tourist hotspot Cancun in Mexico.
Mexico is currently embroiled in a
bitter conflict between rival drug
gangs and the government. Since
2006, when the government
launched a major crackdown on
drug cartels more than 23,000
people have died in drug related
violence.

3.CARACAS,VENEZUELA-------------
In a move that is widely believed to
have political motives, an arrest
warrant was issued for Huillermo
Zuloaga. Mr Zuloaga is the owner
of a television station in Venezuela
that has openly been critical of
Hugo Chavez and his socialist
regime. He has been charged with
having business irregularities.
Chavez has built up a reputation
for quelling criticism of his gover-
nance and this is event is far from a
rarity.

4.TELAVIV, ISRAEL----------------------
The government of Israel has par-
tially lifted strict sanctions on
imports to the Gaza Strip. The
move follows great international
pressure on Israel. Activists were
killed during a raid on an aid flotil-

la, prompting vast criticism and
scrutiny. The sanctions were
designed to prevent inflows of
materials for weapons, but had the
side-effect of blocking basic build-
ing materials.

5.OSH, KYRGYSTAN--------------------
Violence in the city of Osh, has
caused hundreds of thousands to
flee their homes and left hundreds
dead. Fighting erupted as ethnic
Krygyz brutally attacked Uzbeks,
who make up a minority of the
population. Homes were burned to
the ground in what has been called
planned and carefully orchestrated
attacks. Uzbeks have now gathered
in large refugee camps nearer the
border with Uzbekistan.

6. PARIS, FRANCE------------------------
In an attempt to try and reduce the
state pension burden, the French
Government has raised the retire-
ment age from 60 to 62. The move,
accompanied with other more
minor measures, has proved very
unpopular with unions who have
called for strikes.

7. LONDONDERRY,UK------------------
Following a huge investigation last-
ing 12 years, the findings of an
inquiry into the killing of Catholic
demonstrators were released. The
inquiry found that the killings,
dubbed ‘Bloody Sunday’, were
unjustified. Prime Minister David
Cameron apologised for the
killings. Further action seems high-

ly unlikely following the results.

8.MADRID, SPAIN-----------------------
Fears of Spanish finances deterio-
rating escalated last week. Bond
yields leapt higher as people feared
the Spanish may also need a
bailout package, in addition to
Greece. The Government is push-
ing through reforms to try and sal-
vage the economy, but investors
are not responding positively.

9. BEIJING, CHINA-----------------------
After years of America accusing
China of keeping the Juan under-
valued, the Chinese have
announced that they will let the
currency have more flexibility.
Obama has called it a “productive

step”. The move will mean that
American exports will be more
competitive relative to their
Chinese riavls.

10. JOHANNESBURG, SA--------------
A former Rwandan soldier has
been arrested in conection with the
attempted murder of Faustin
Kayumba Nyamwasa. The former
Rwandan army chief is in a critical
condition after the failed assassi-
nation in Johannesburg.

11.DARFUR, SUDAN-------------------
Around 50 people have been left
dead after conflict between rivals
Arab nomads. The Rezeigat group
attacked the Misseriya group and
violence continued for many hours.
Clashes can often be over prime
grazing land and water supplies.

12. AMAGA, COLUMBIA---------------
Hopes are fading for miners
trapped after explosions ripped
through coal mines in the
Antioquia region of Columbia. The
men were cut off at 2km below the
surface. Build ups of Methane have
hampered rescue efforts so far. An
investigation into the cause of the
blasts has begun.

13. ADEN,YEMEN-----------------------
Yemen’s domestic intelligence
agency has been attacked by gun-
men. Ten security officers are
thought to have been killed in the
shootings. The blame has initially
been pinned on al-Qaeda. The ter-
rorists were alleged to have been
armed with more machine guns
and rocket propelled grenades.
Many of the attackers escaped.
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“The US now con-
siders the drug war
in Mexico to be the
biggest threat to
national security”



ership in Belgium will worry
the financial markets.

After the 2007 election,
the parties took 196 days to
form a coalition. However, the
parties are not expected to
take as long to form a coalition
this time.

As well as the linguistic
divisions, there are cultural
and economic divisions. The
southern Walloon region has
more of a socialist inclination,
with a GDP per capita (PPP)
in 2006 of €20,100. The
northern Flemish region is
noted for being more capital-
ist, with a GDP per capita
(PPP) in 2006 of €27,900.

This economic disparity is
one of the reasons that the N-

VA have become so popular,
asking why the north should
subsidise the south's economy.

Despite the N-VA win-
ning more seats, it's possible

that the Socialist Party will
form a government, with Elio
Di Rupo, the leader of the
Socialist Party, becoming the
next Prime Minister.

It is the first time in
Belgium's history that a sepa-
ratist party has won the most
seats in a general election.

However, considering
Belgium's complicated elec-
toral system, where at least
four parties will have to go into
coalition with each other, it
doesn't seem likely that
Belgium will fully separate
into two countries just yet.

Professor Swyngedouw of
the Catholic University of
Leuven, commented that,
"Belgium is not about to split
up, but it is set for a reorgani-
sation." Whether that reorgan-
isation will be the first step on
the road to the splitting of
Belgium remains to be seen.

UN OFFICIALS have suggested
that a million people were caught
up in the ethnic riots and fighting
between ethnic Kyrgyz and Uzbeks
in southern Kyrgyzstan.

Hundreds of people have been
killed and thousands injured in
what the International Committee
of the Red Cross is describing as an
“immense crisis”. Official figures
currently say that the death toll is
around 200 people, but interim
President Roza Otunbayeva has
warned that the actual figures
could be “ten times” as high.

The UN refuge agency esti-
mates that around 100,000 Uzbeks
have fled across the border into
neighbouring Uzbekistan. Jean-
Michel Delmotte, the Unicef repre-
sentative in Uzbekistan, estimates
that 90% of people fleeing were
women and children.

A further 300,000 are
thought to have been displaced
when their homes were burnt by
Kyrgyz rioters. Over forty tempo-

rary refugee camps have been
established along the borders, but
are lacking clean water and med-
ical supplies. Displaced Uzbeks at
the camps are appealing for inter-
national aid.

There are suspicions that the
violence may have been orchestrat-
ed by Kyrgyzstan’s deposed former
President, Kurmanbek Bakiyev,

who was forced from power after
violent protests in April of this year
overturned the government.

A spokesman for Navi Pillay,
the UN High Commissioner for
Human Right said: “We have
strong indications that this event
was not a spontaneous inter-ethnic
clash – that it was to some degree
orchestrated, targeted and well-

planned.” Tensions rooted in eco-
nomic inequalities between Kyrgyz
and Uzbeks have previously
sparked hostilities and clashes
between the two ethnic groups.

Kyryzgstan’s interim govern-
ment, led by acting President Roza
Otunbayeva, has also accused
Bakiyev’s family of inciting last
week’s violence, calling it an
attempt to derail a planned vote for
a new constitution and parliamen-
tary elections on 27 June.
Otunbayeva suggested that Maxim
Bakiyev, the former president’s son,
who recently flew to Britain to
claim asylum, may have had a role
in instigating the ethnic clashes.

UN representative Miroslav
Jenca emphasised the need for the
constitutional referendum to take
place as scheduled. “The referen-
dum and the elections must be held
at the announced times" he said.
However, with thousands of
Uzbeks homeless, and scared to
return, whether it will proceed is
uncertain.

The official death toll is yet to
reflect the horrific scale of events
and will certainly rise significantly.

FREE SCHOOLS? I’m sceptical.
Education Secretary Michel Gove’s
plans to overhaul the education sys-
tem by establishing free schools
smacks of folly.

In his appearance on BBC
Radio Four’s Today programme,
Gove cited the “segregated, strati-
fied” nature of the current school
system. However he was unable to
clarify how his free schools could
rectify this.

The number of free schools
that could conceivably be approved
and implemented would not be
enough to diversify the education
system. And rather than reducing
inequalities, I suspect that the free
schools would in fact further
entrench divisions.

The system could provide a
playground for pushy parents con-
vinced they know what’s best for
their offspring. The fact that free
schools would not be required to
follow the national curriculum
could easily leave how and what
children are taught open to abuse,
unless closely regulated.

Gove has suggested that the
first of such schools could be open
by September 2011. But if the free
schools are established in deprived

areas that already have underper-
forming schools, will money from
these failing schools be diverted to
fund the new free schools? Clearly
this would be ludicrous.

Free schools would be inde-
pendent of government control, but
receiving government funding.
What Gove is essentially asking is
for the taxpayer to fund an experi-
ment. He however reassuringly told
the Today programme that “if
things goes wrong, if there's any jig-
gery-pokery, schools will close”.

There are indeed precedents.
For example a similar system exists
in Sweden, but the director general
of the Swedish National Agency for
Education has in fact spoken
against such schools, saying that
they do not lead to better results.

In terms of locations for free
schools, he has talked of converting
existing buildings, and has also
mentioned the need for “imagina-
tively” using small spaces. But
given firstly today’s stringent health
and safety requirements, and sec-
ondly the evident need for suffi-
cient facilities and equipment for
any school, Gove clearly needs a
wake-up call.

There are evidently numerous
problems and inequalities within
the current education system that
urgently need to be addressed, but
if Gove thinks that free schools are
the answer, he needs a reality
check.

Belgian unity under threat after election

Bart de
Wever,
leader of the
N-VA party,
has been at
the centre of
attention on
Belgium fol-
lowing his
election suc-
cess.

Ieuan Ferrer
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR

THE NEW Flemish alliance
(N-VA), a Flemish nationalist
party, has won the most seats in
the Belgian parliamentary elec-
tions, increasing their haul
from four at the last election to
27. The result has sparked fresh
speculation that Belgium is on
a path towards splitting into its
two main constituent regions,
French-speaking Wallonia, and
Dutch-speaking Flanders.

The francophone Socialist
Party came second, gaining 26
seats out of the 150 available.
The vote was split on regional
lines, with most of the Socialist
Party's votes coming from
Wallonia, and most of the N-
VA's votes coming from
Flanders.

Bart de Wever, leader of
the N-VA, is an avowed sepa-
ratist, and the party are known,
on a local government level, for
putting up road signs solely in
Dutch.

The election was called
due to gridlock in the previous
ruling coalition. The Open
Flemish Liberals and
Democrats withdrew from the
coalition, creating a minority
government.

The result comes as
Belgium faces a growing budg-
et deficit and burgeoning
national debt, which at around
99% of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) is greater than
the UK's.

In the face of the woes of
other small countries in
Europe, worries are mounting
that a new coalition will take so
long to form that a lack of lead-

LUC VAN BRAEKEL

Violence in Kyrgyzstan leaves hundreds dead

“The system could
provide a playground
for pushy parents”

“It is the first time
in Belgium's histo-
ry that a separatist
party has won the
most seats in a
general election”

Some people in southern Kyrgyzstan have been forced to leave

GUSJER

Political
Edge

Vanessa
Dunhowe-Mason

Vanessa Dunhowe-Mason
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR
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Tensions between Kenyan tribes resurface
Caleb John Wooding
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR

BP faces criticism from Congress

Kenyan riot
police dur-
ing previous
unrest in
2007.

SIX PEOPLE have been killed
and dozens injured at a rally in
Nairobi, when crowds stamped-
ed following two explosions.

The rally, which took place
earlier this month, had been
organised to encourage support
of the 'No' campaign for the
upcoming referendum, promot-
ing devolution of power from
the central government. This
has been in particular regards to
an amendment which would
recognise the legality of the
Islamic Courts system for mat-
ters of marriage and inheri-
tance.

The concentration of power
within the central government
is a major problem for Kenya. It
combines with Kenya’s strong
tradition of tribalism to produce
a potent mix. The consequence
being patronage on a large scale.

Nothing has more clearly
demonstrated these deep rifts
than the horrific violence fol-
lowing the December 2007 elec-
tions. These were widely

believed to have been rigged on
both sides. 1,300 people are
estimated to have been killed,
with such atrocities being com-
mitted as burning refugee-filled
churches.

Kenya has ruined a previ-
ously strong reputation for
peace and economic effective-
ness which had been built up
since the departure of ex-
President Daniel arap Moi.
Intellectuals and moderates in
Kenya were shocked and even
embarrassed at what their
country had come to.

In an attempt to resolve the
conflict, a power-sharing agree-
ment was brokered between
President Mwai Kibaki, an elite
of the Kikuyu tribe and Raila
Odinga (a member of the Luo
tribe). Odinga later went on to
become President.

The tensions which led to
the violence are still prevalent.
In addition, there is now wide-
spread concern about what will
happen in the run-up the
upcoming referendum.

The first President of an
independent Kenya, Jomo
Kenyatta, was a Kikuyu, and

despite the fact that he was
regarded as a national hero, he
was still perceived to give his
own tribe special treatment.
His vice president and succes-
sor Daniel Arap Moi of the
Kalenjin tribe maintained
power for a significant period of
time by exploiting fears of the
smaller tribes.

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE of
BP, Tony Hayward, last week
had to withstand heated ques-
tioning over the oil leak in the
Gulf of Mexico.

A panel of Congressman
intensely queried the safety
techniques of BP and their
weak response to the worst
environmental catastrophe in
American history. This comes
at a time when many were
starting to criticise the part
President Barack Obama has
had to play in handling the situ-

ation.
The rig explosion on the 20

April has resulted in thousands
of gallons of oil spilling daily
into the Gulf. 11 people also
died in the explosion. All
attempts to stop the leak com-
pletely have been unsuccessful.
The current use of a cap over
the burst pipeline has helped
stem some of the oil from
escaping.

The international media
and political outcry against BP
came through in the day-long
hearing. Congressmen and
women from states affected,
such as Louisiana, Mississippi,

Alabama and Florida voiced
their concerns and asked
Hayward difficult and direct
questions.

They highlighted a number
of flaws in BP’s drilling strategy,
including accusations they
ignored basic safety advice.

Steve Scalise, Republican
representative of Louisiana,
held up a shocking picture of an
oil covered pelican to Hayward
to show graphically the effect
this disaster was having. This
was poignant as the pelican is
the state bird of Louisiana.

A female American protes-
tor had to be dragged away from
the public gallery after inter-
rupting proceedings by venting
her frustrations against
Hayward.

The panel started to use
strong expressive language
towards Hayward as he failed to
give them the answers they
were looking for. He denied he
knew anything about the
drilling of that particular deep-
sea hole, and stated it was “pre-
mature” to judge the outcome of
any investigation. Hayward was
quick to deny that costs had
been put before safety and
remained notely demure during
the whole procedure.

The anger is understand-
able, as one estimate alleges 20
million gallons of oil have
leaked into the Gulf so far. This
has forced the closure of 78,000
square miles to fishing.

The speed of the clean-up
has been criticised, with local
coastguards prevented from
helping the effort due to confu-
sion as to who was in command.
Both the Obama administration

The latest trouble mirror a
fraught referendum that took
place in 2005. Nine people were
killed during the campaign; the
referendum was later rejected.
As a result the ‘Orange
Democratic Movement’ led by
Raila Odinga mobilised as a
strong anti-President Kibaki,
and thus anti-Kikuyu, alliance.

and BP had claimed to be in
charge; the National Incident
Commander has now been
appointed in control of efforts
on the ground.

In a recent statement to
American citizens, President
Obama promised to capture
“90% of the spilt oil”. He also
reassured those affected that BP
would pay for the damage they
have caused.

Since Obama’s statement,
BP has agreed to fund a $20bn
compensation fund for the vic-
tims. BP has also footed the bill
for the clean-up and preventa-
tive measures so far, costing
over £1bn.

The White House also
sparked controvesy by referring
to BP as “British Petroleum”, a
name that it abolished years
ago. In what was perceived to be
an attempt to pass responsibili-
ty of the incident to Britain.

There is still the threat of
criminal charges hanging over
BP and some of its leading
employees. This is not a new
situation for BP, as they have a
long history of convictions for a
number of different offences.
The Telegraph reported that BP
have been charged with 760 US
safety violations in the past five
years.

In the past BP have been
able to use their financial mus-
cle to pay off fines and continue
with their malpractice.

After this episode BP will
not be able to continue the
methods they have done in the
past, and will be forced very
publicly to clean up - not only
the polluted Gulf of Mexico, but
also it’s image.

“Steve Scalise held
up a shocking pic-
ture of an oil cov-
ered pelican to
Hayward”

A proposed remedy to this
animosity between rival tribes
and factions is a home-grown
form of federalism, ‘Majimbo’,
which suggests that ancestral
lands should be returned to
their original tribes in a prefer-
ence system of governance and
land ownership.

The new system would not
oppress incoming tribes, but
would give each tribe a special
constitutional protection in
their own lands.

It will be a delicate balance
between tribal self-reliance and
self-governance, which needs to
be in place to promote a sense of
national unity. Though the
details are still a matter of
debate there is a popular con-
sensus that something has to be
done to solve the matter of trib-
al antagonism.

The secretary-general of
the East African Community
Juma Mwapachu has said it is
unfortunate that violence is
rearing its ugly head in Kenya
when the country is still recov-
ering. Mwapachu has gone on
to call for an investigation into
the recent attack.

Alexander Prowse
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR
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Gas from the Deepwater Horizon rig is burned by a drillship.
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Bringing you the World Cup

THEWORLD Cup comes around every
four years and seems to have a habit of
getting bigger each time. Did we really
have over 100 days of build-up in
2006? Did you find yourself rushing
home to watch the new Nike advert in
1990? Was Alf Ramsey’s final squad
selection pondered over for what
seemed like months in 1966? Central to
this is the now constant media coverage
of the tournament. Barely a minute
passes without the BBC, ITV or any of
the major newspapers blogging about
the Chilean 3-3-1-3 or bringing you up-
to-date news on the state of Rio
Ferdinand’s ankle. The tussle for the
best pundits, anchors and matches that
occurs each tournament between the
BBC and ITV is arguably one of the
most exciting parts of the build-up.

With Mark Bright and Jonathan
Stevenson, you will not find two foot-
ball journalists that have entered their
careers through more different paths.
The former was famous for his incredi-
ble striking partnership with Ian
Wright at Crystal Palace, as well as suc-
cessful spells at Leicester City, Sheffield
Wednesday and Charlton Athletic. This
is the third World Cup in which he has
worked as a co-commentator and he
also works for BBC Five Live, Match of
the Day and Final Score. Stevenson, or

Mark and Jonathan have been based
throughout the first few weeks of the
tournament. I ask them both how they
are finding spending time in a city that
does not come with the greatest reputa-
tion. Bright says that the atmosphere
has been “brilliant” so far: “The city is
busy and lively” adding “it’s the best
build-up out of the three World Cups
I’ve attended.” Stevo agrees: “It’s amaz-
ing – though I haven’t seen that much of
it. On match-day there’s an amazing
atmosphere. Maybe it’s because of the
vuvuzelas, but this is the best atmos-
phere I can remember at a World Cup.”

That this is the first World Cup to
be staged in Africa is perhaps a major
reason why this tournament feels so
special. Bright, himself half Gambian,
says it is “very important” that the tour-
nament has finally come to the conti-
nent: “They are very starved of world-
class football. They are massive fans of
global football, it is their time.” But are
there other advantages that the choice
of an African host nation brings?
Cameroon’s Samuel Eto’o, arguably the
most famous African footballer in the
world, recently argued that this tourna-
ment could help to eradicate racism in
European football, where he has suf-
fered prolonged difficulty with fans.
Does Mark agree?

“With more black people attending
football at this tournament than ever
before, hopefully it will help, but it will
still take time.”

Pele famously said that an African
team would win the World Cup before
2000. Can this finally be the tourna-
ment where one nation goes all the
way? Bright considers Ghana surprise
packages, but Stevo is less convinced:
“It’s unfortunate that this World Cup
has come at a time when there are a lot
of key injuries to big African players.
Didier Drogba, Michael Essien and
John Obi Mikel are all out, and there
you’re looking at three of the best
African players in the world. Ghana
have the best chance.”

Of course it wouldn’t be the World
Cup if amongst this great celebration of
footballing talent there wasn’t a huge

AsWorld Cup fever sweeps England, Leigh Clarke talks to BBC commentator Mark Bright and
reporter Jonathan Stevenson about covering the biggest football competition on the planet.

chunk of English disappointment.
After stumbling to two draws against
USA and Algeria, England face elimi-
nation if they are unable to beat
Slovenia on Wednesday. Even if they
qualify, it has hardly been an assured
start in a group that many thought
would cause England little trouble.

Speaking after the USA game,
Stevo’s promise that “England will not
play that badly again” obviously tempt-

Winner:
Brazil or Argentina.
Early stars:
South Africa, played well in the
second half (of their first game)
under huge pressure.
England Prediction:
Quarters/ Semis.
Rising Stars:
Nigerian 21 year old midfielder
Lukman Haruna. Also Holland
have a tricky winger Eljero Elia
and a right back Gregory van
derWiel, keep an eye out for
them.
Golden Boot:
Van Persie or Luis Fabiano.

Left: Mark
Bright
Right: Jonathan
Stevenson at
the BBC
Broadcast
Centre in
Johannesburg

Brighty’s Predictions

have turned on Fabio Capello. With the
England coach also clashing with pho-
tographers at England’s Rustenburg
training camp just before the tourna-
ment, it seems that a formerly strong
relationship between Capello and the
English press has suddenly turned
sour. Bright thinks this is part of the
job: “It’s same as the press in Italy and
the same as in Spain. If you win, great.

“If you win, great. If you don’t, expect
criticism. Capello knows it’s part of the
job.”

Mark Bright

“Maybe it’s because of the
vuvuzelas, but this is the
best atmosphere I can
remember at a World
Cup.”

Jonathan Stevenson

If you don’t, expect criticism. He
knows its part of the job.” He still
thinks England have a chance of going
far in the tournament and that Capello
can succeed: “He’s a huge name with
big experience. Managing England
isn’t easy, he’s got what it takes.”

Stevo says he was a little surprised
by the initial selection and would have
started Michael Dawson in the first
two England games after the loss of
both Rio Ferdinand and Ledley King:
“Capello might regret leaving someone
like Adam Johnson at home. Carragher
and Upson didn’t have great seasons so
purely on form I would have gone for
Dawson, but it is a risk bringing in an
inexperienced player.”

Bright states his surprise that
David James didn’t get a start in the
first game, and Stevenson thinks
Capello made the right choice to drop
Robert Green as goalkeeper after his
mistake in the USA game.

Both mention busy days, with lit-
tle opportunity to see the sights of
South Africa. Bright says he hopes
there is time for sightseeing and maybe
a safari visit after the group stages.
Should England make an early exit on
Wednesday, he might just find he has
more free time than he expected.

ed fate. He argues that a relatively easy
draw might still see them to progress
to a semi-final with Brazil: “We are
lucky that we have average teams to
play. The draw opens up for them – it
might end up like 1990 in that we do
not have to play a quality team until
the semi-finals. There I can see it end-
ing for us against Brazil, not much has
changed since they put us out eight
years ago.” One wonders, on recent evi-
dence, if England will struggle to even
make it that far.

Almost inevitably parts of the
media, particularly the tabloid press,

Stevo as he is known, joined the BBC
after attending Cardiff University and
has quickly become popular with the
general public, due to his witty and
informal style on the BBC live-text. In
South Africa he will “either be doing
the Live-text in the broadcast centre
or going out to do match reports at
the Soccer City games.”

Johannesburg, the location of
Soccer City and therefore the World
Cup Final on 11th July, is where both

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BBC
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Another exceptional year for York’s sports teams is nearing its end.Nouse recognises those that
have performed oustandingly throughout the course of the season.Words by Leigh Clarke.

SPORTS PERSONALITY OF THE YEAR

Alex Redshaw

SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR

Women’s Fencing Firsts

PERFORMANCE OF THE YEAR

Men’s Hockey Firsts

For the second year running, the
men’s rugby firsts captain wins the
Nouse Sports Personality of the
Year Award. Yet you would surely
struggle to find anyone more
deserving; the firsts have enjoyed
a truly epic season and no
University team captain epitomis-
es the term “Sports Personality”
more than Redshaw. His post-

match interviews became the stuff
of legend, choice sound bites
including “every member of the
legion fought like brothers” and,
after Roses victory, “this proves
Yorkshire is God’s own country”.

Redshaw’s leadership and
ability on the pitch have also been
key to his team’s success this year.
Only gaining promotion to

Northern Conference 1A this year,
they were to stay in the hunt for a
further promotion right until after
the final day of the season, when-
they were heartbreakingly denied
due to an administrative techni-
cality.

Yet Redshaw’s men showed
great character, hitting back with
two outstanding performances.
Defeat against the University of
Birmingham might have ended a
two year unbeaten home record,
but it also showed that had devel-
oped to a point where they could
compete with the top university
sides in England. They capped off
a tumultuous year with a 19-17 vic-
tory over Lancaster at Roses.

Could it really be anyone else?
The women’s fencing team had a
season that will go down in York
history, one in which they gained
promotion to the Northern
Premier League after winning all
six of their league fixtures and
negotiating a gruelling play-off
competition. It is a very rare thing
indeed that York finds itself men-
tioned in the same breath as the
mighty Loughborough University,
and frankly unheard of that we
would even beat them in a sport-
ing competition. Yet the fencing
girls did just this, before breezing
past Newcastle University to make

factors in the side’s success. Both
can be considered amongst York’s
elite sportswomen, the former
narrowly missing out on our
Sports Personality Award and the
latter being ranked 30th in the
country for Epee.

York men’s hockey firsts have been
nominated for the York Sport Most
Improved Team category after
responding well to last year’s diffi-
cult season, comfortably avoiding
relegation in BUCS League. Yet the
highlight, and a result which
showed how far the team had come
in a year, was a 4-1 win over MMU
Cheshire to win the Northern
Conference Cup.

After close wins over
Northumbria firsts and Durham
thirds on the way to the final – and
of course that now infamous coin-
toss victory - York turned on the
style in the final, their strong
defending allowing attacking play-
ers to flourish.

Two early goals from Niko
Bode put York instantly into the
driving seat, before York hit their
opponents on the counter in the
second period, Andy Harris
adding a third. Bode completed his
hat-trick and sealed the victory for
York, despite MMU scoring a late
consolation goal.

After the match captain Andy
McIlwraith said he was “delighted
with the team performance and
winning silverware has been a
great achievement.” The hockey
firsts would go on to perform
impressively again at Roses, where
they came back from two goals
down to earn a respectable draw.

PETER IVESON

SAM NEWSOME

PETER IVESON

“For many of the squad, it was a fitting swansong
following three years of loyal service to UYRUFC.
‘It proved Yorkshire is God’s own country,’ said
Alex Redshaw after the final whistle.“
>>ADAM SHERGOLD - YORK 19 LANCASTER 17

“York women’s fencing team will play
Loughborough firsts in the last four of the
Northern Premier League play-offs next month,
as reward for beating Liverpool firsts today.Their
epic season goes on and on.”

>> LEIGH CLARKE - YORK 120 LIVERPOOL 109

“A year ago, this team may have succumbed to
the pressure placed upon them .However the
experience gained within the last year has been
vast as York have grown together as a team.“
>> RICHARD LARKIN - YORK 4 MMU CHESHIRE 1

the Premier League – an out-
standing achievement.

All of the fencers deserve
credit, but special mention should
go to Katharine Gracey and
Louise Highton who both entered
the team this year and were major
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THE WOMEN’S squad of the
University of York Boat Club trav-
elled down to Henley-on-Thames
this weekend for the international
event that is the highlight of their
rowing calendar: Henley Women’s
Regatta. The bar is raised at
Henley with every club fielding
only their top crews for this excit-
ing event. For the second year run-
ning UYBC took two women’s
eights - no mean feat - and the
results certainly did us proud.

With a typically early start on
the Friday morning, time trials
commenced to whittle down the
fastest 16 boats out of the 27 com-
petitors in the academic category,
which included high-ranking
crews such as Durham University
BC and Cambridge BC. After a
tense wait for the results, it was
announced that the York A crew
had qualified to the first round as
one of the seeded boats after a text-
book row placed them in the top
eight.

After a gutsy effort, the York
B crew sadly missed out on qualify-

Women rowers among top six at Henley Regatta

York’s ‘B’ crew achieved a personal best time at Henley,while the ‘A’ crew were placed in the top six nationally

TheMixer

ing despite a time of 5 minutes 25
seconds, beyond their personal
best established on the Ouse. Later
that day the York A crew took on
Bath University in an all or noth-
ing 1500m sprint. Strong off the
start with every stroke and gaining
a lead within the first five strokes,
York inched their way past Bath to
victory and moved through to the
quarter-finals for the first time
since 2002.

Saturday afternoon saw the

university come up against Cardiff
University who had deprived the
York ‘A’ crew of a space in the quar-
ter-final in 2009. Unfortunately
after a tough race Cardiff pulled
through to beat York by one
length, significantly less than the
previous year.

Despite this, coach, captain
and crew were elated to have ful-
filled the year’s aim of reaching the
quarter-finals, an unprecedented
achievement for UYBC. Placing

CCoommrraaddeess

This is transmission from great
palace esteemed leader KKIIMM
JJOONNGG--IILL with news that divine
leader's national team is to enter
world renowned University of York
College Cup in the year of our great
leader 2011. For uneducated swine,
York is small village five thousand
miles from DDEEMMOOCCRRAATTIICC
PPEEOOPPLLEE''SS RREEPPUUBBLLIICC universe.

Following brilliant victory in
World Football Series
Championship 2010 in capitalist
compliant state South Africa, Kim
Jong-Il royal XI now step up to
prove superiority of GGRREEAATT CCOOMM--
MMUUNNIISSTT DDOOCCTTRRIINNEE on grand
500,000-seater JLD Astroturf
arena theatre of dreams. Team will
train on running track and in gym
chosen by irrelevant capitalist
compliant states Gambia, Senegal
and Mali for 2012 Olympic sports
pageant in honour of esteemed
leader Kim Jong-Il.

GGRREEAATT HHEERROOIISSMM of team to
be relayed on People's television
network although there may be
possibility of two or three day delay
completely unrelated to capitalist
minnow state rumours of interfer-
ence. Most definitely to do with
editing of capitalist state mouth-
piece YSTV. People's totally non-
propagandist newspaper - Vision -
will relay facts in most accurate
manner, though score may be
wrong.

Early predictions from Kim

Jong-Il grand palace are of GGLLOO--
RRIIOOUUSS VVIICCTTOORRYY over capitalist
compliant reprobate Alcuin.
People's Republic secret service
have completed scouting mission
with result that most GGRREEAATT
HHEERROO DDEEFFEENNDDEERR Ri-Jun Il
(though not as great as great
leader) will have Joe Cooper in his
pocket (apparently this is English

expression). Resounding glorious
victory will vindicate merit of
tyrannous whip, chain and sum-
mary execution training ground
techniques and diet of rice and
fish. Unfortunate accident will
befall chief Alcuin playmaker
(another term of little-spoken lan-
guage English) Ali Laird.

Then great KKIIMM JJOONNGG--1111 will

Coming soon to the Astroturf...

New team make great benefit College Cup

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Lara Wainwright
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

within the top 6 academic crews in
the country, newly elected presi-
dent Rosy Temple praised the
UYBC achievement, calling it: “A
fantastic performance from both
crews and is looking forward to
continued success next year.”

Across at Marlow Regatta on
the hallowed Dorney Lake, the
York University/City composite
men’s eight prequalified for Henley
Royal Regatta. After one of the
most successful years that the boat
club have seen in the past decade,
UYBC are set to raise their reputa-
tion on the national and interna-
tional stage. With most of the
crews staying on next year it looks
to be a strong season for the
women of UYBC. 

Yet with the university refus-
ing to fund a replacement for the
YUSU trailing vehicle, all the
promise shown this weekend could
yet be undone by the sheer logistics
of being unable to tow boats to
events across the country.
Nonetheless, here’s hoping the
year’s successes can be replicated
and built on next season. 
Additional reporting by Charlotte
Bentley, Rosy Temple and Hannah
Kirton.

‘‘AA’’ CCrreeww:: Sophie Mottram (cox),
Alex Mahan (S), Charlotte Bentley,
Hannah Kirton, Becca Robinson,
Catherine Oliver, Laura
MacFarlane, Rosy Temple, Lara
Wainwright
‘‘BB’’ CCrreeww:: Ngaio Simpson (cox),
Rebecca Kay (S), Pippa Maloney,
Sarah Powell, Charlotte Lane,
Naomi Harte, Sara Rider, Tasha
Behan, Molly O’Neill

THE CREWS

CATHERINE OLIVER

crush capitalist minnow Vanbrugh
and silence mouth of Dan Hewitt
who is in league with insignificant
terrorist ship-scuttling neighbour
state South Korea. WWOORRLLDD''SS
GGRREEAATTEESSTT SSTTRRIIKKEERRHong Yong
Jo to score most glorious hat-trick
and revive tremendous spirit of
year of our great leader Kim Jong-
Il 1966. AALLLL HHAAIILL TTHHEE GGRREEAATT
LLEEAADDEERR!!!!!!!!

GOOOALLL!!

DIVINE LEADER...
Final to be with isolated devil

nuclear state Halifax before great
crowd of converted capitalist citi-
zens of York. Great cacophony of
noise and colour in name of glori-
ous Kim Jong-11!!! Inevitable
Halifax (capitalist) cheating to be
overcome by performance of
unshakable resolve, spirit and
determination in name of our wor-
thy cause!! People of York to be
awestruck by beauty of People's
Republic football. BBEESSTT PPLLAAYYEERR
OOFF UUNNIIVVEERRSSEE Jong Tae Se to
earn man of the match accolade by
popular consensus after spectacu-
lar five goal blitz. All hail great
Kim Jong-11!!!

Please do now return to jobs
great benefit PPEEOOPPLLEE’’SS RREEPPUUBB--
LLIICC and please God-like leader.

EEnndd TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn..

As another year draws to a close,
TM dusts off the crystal ball and
summons all kinds of psychic
forces to predict the forthcoming
year of sport at York:

- Rugby firsts to be reprieved of
relegation on administrative tech-
nicality as secret midnight opera-
tion by perenially tracksuit wear-
ing third team lackeys severs
opposition phone lines
- Sam Asfahani surprises teams
with blank cheque after negotiat-
ing sponsorship deal with shady
Arab consortium. York Sport
declared bankrupt within the
month as squash take liberties on
caviar and goose meat
- Roses held three weeks after
Lancaster’s term ends in location
which might not have been made
totally obvious during planning
meetings
- Five snap up rights to the
College Cup. Pat Nevin sits in
truck in sports centre car park but
earns £50 fine
- Observant Vision reporter notes
College Football occurs every
weekend. Still stays in bed
- Tim Ngwena invents iPad app to
perfect croquet technique. Wipes
floor with everyone
- Strawpedoing becomes ratified
York Sport club

The Mixer’s
Crystal Ball
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Alcuin v Halifax
Group C:
Derwent Firsts 3-1 w
Vanbrugh Seconds 3-1 w
Wentworth Seconds 3-0w
Vanbrugh Thirds 6-0 w

Quarter-Final:
Langwith Firsts 1-0 w

ROAD TO THE LAST FOUR ROAD TO THE LAST FOUR
Group B:
Goodricke Thirds 8-0 w
Langwith Seconds 6-0 w
Vanbrugh Firsts 0-3 l
James Seconds 2-0 w

Quarter-Finals:
Goodricke Firsts 1-1 (10-9 Pens)

5
Midfielder Christy
Cormac is Alcuin’s lead-
ing goalscorer

26
Number of Nouse Fantasy
Football points collected
by captain Miles
McDermott

DANGERMAN
Forward Joe Cooper
(right) has proved a
tricky customer in the
College Cup, scoring
three goals and provid-
ing a spark to Alcuin’s
attack. Expect his duel
with Halifax’s central
defensive pairing to be
match-deciding.

Many observers believe that this is the true final of College Cup 2010 as two heavyweights of the York football
scene enter battle. Quick to trumpet his team as the pre-tournament favourites, Halifax captain Mark Lund was
forced to lift spirits after a comprehensive group stage defeat to Vanbrugh which rocked the competition.
However, his team undoubtedly possesses the talent to lift the trophy, boasting a roster of UYAFC first team tal-
ent from Dan Turley and Alex Tringham at the back, through Ash Daly and Ian McKellow in midfield to Conor
Brennan in attack. Alcuin are the defending champions and Miles McDermott will not relinquish his college’s
grip easily. Unbeaten to date, they have shown vibrancy in attack where the front line of Joe Cooper, Dan Cox
and Udy Onwudike can rely on a constant stream of service from a creative and well-balanced midfield. Christy

Cormac, who scored the winner against Langwith in the quarter-finals, has shone, as has reliable play-
maker Ali Laird. Expect the winner of this game to be installed as marginal favourites in the final.

WYND

McDERMOTTS.REISSP. REISSCRANE

COOPER

STOPFORTH CORMAC LAIRD

ONWUDIKE COX

Fresher Jack Beadle (left) has
impressed all year, bringing
both stability and flair to the
Halifax midfield. Slotting in
seamlessly alongside more
established players, Beadle is a
genuine game changer.

DANGERMAN

8
Number of
different
Halifax
goalscorers in
the College
Cup

25
Fantasy Football points
earned by Tom Ragan

LUND/DEAN

TRINGHAMPETSCHAKTURLEY

Vanbrugh v Derwent

FIND OUTWHO HAS REACHED THE COLLEGE CUP FINALWITH THE BEST MATCH REPORTS AND PHOTOGRAPHY
www.nouse.co.uk

Friday’s match brings together free-scoring Vanbrugh and workmanlike Derwent. With both colleges the fall
guys in last year’s competition - Vanbrugh were beaten 3-1 by Alcuin in the final, Derwent lost to Alcuin in the
semis - we might see a cagey game with very little room for error. Vanbrugh, who have scored 25 goals in the
tournament so far, boast a livewire front line including Phil Taylor (8 goals), Ben Stanier (2) and Liam Regan (3)
although they may be without seven-goal Ali Prince. Defender Dan Radford is also expected to miss the game.
Derwent haven’t set the tournament alight but, having recovered from their opening day defeat to Alcuin and
the loss of star defender Greg Gardner, have impressed with their professional performances and team togeth-
erness. UYAFC firsts regular Chris Barnett shone in last week’s 3-1 quarter-final defeat of James, scoring twice,
while an industrious midfield of Matt Hallam, John Pinkstone and Alex Cooper will prove difficult for Vanbrugh
to break down. There’s every chance of penalties in a match where irresistable force meets immovable object.

Wednesday 23rd June
1pm

ROAD TO THE LAST FOUR
Group B :
Goodricke Thirds 7-0 w
Halifax Firsts 3-0 w
Langwith Seconds 6-1w
James Seconds 6-2 w

Quarter-Final:
Wentworth Firsts 3-1 w

Words
AAddaamm SShheerrggoolldd
Photographs
JJuussttyynn HHaarrddccaassttllee
AArrrraann BBoowweenn--llaa GGrraannggee

ROAD TO THE LAST FOUR
Group C:
Alcuin Firsts                             1-3 l
Vanbrugh Thirds               1-0 w
Vanbrugh Seconds               3-0w
Wentworth Seconds             2-0 w

Quarter-Final:
James Firsts                            3-1 w

Words 
AAddaamm SShheerrggoolldd
Photographs
JJaassoonn LLoozziieerr
JJuussttyynn HHaarrddccaassttllee

SMITH

J. BRENNANDALYBEADLEGEOGHAGAN

C.BRENNANRAGAN

DANGERMAN
Chris Barnett has
picked up 22 Fantasy
Football points to date
but his contribution
goes far beyond three
goals. An uncompro-
mising midfielder with
a great range of passing.

83
Number of Fantasy Football
points earned by Derwent’s mid-
fielders

10
Derwent are the
lowest scorers of
the teams
remaining

12
Minutes between Vanbrugh
goals, on average, in the
College Cup this year

DANGERMAN
In the anticipated absence
of Ali Prince, Vanbrugh
will look to Liam Regan
(right) to provide inspira-
tion. The playmaker has
scored three goals in the
College Cup and has creat-
ed countless more.

45
Phil Taylor has the
most Fantasy Football
points of anyone

Friday 25th June
3pm

TAYLOR

HEWITT WATERSON LOWE SCAYSBROOK CARR

REGANTAYLORGROUTSTANIER

CLARKE

ATTWOOD

WALWYN WARD-JONES HENNEY BROUGHTFLOWER

COOPERPINKSTONEHALLAM

BARNETT

O’CONNOR SMITH
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AND THEN there were four. After
six weeks of captivating action, the
College Cup enters its semi-final
stage this week with defending
champions Alcuin taking on
Halifax, and Vanbrugh playing
Derwent.

After a group stage which pro-
duced 147 goals in 40 matches, the
quarter-finals continued the high
levels of entertainment with
marathon penalty shoot-outs, goals
of finesse and flukiness, and some
impressive team togetherness.

The Plate competition contin-
ues to excite too, with Derwent,
Alcuin, Halifax and Goodricke
reaching the final four.

The week started with one of
the most engrossing College Cup
matches in recent memory, with
Halifax squeezing past Goodricke
following an epic 22 penalty shoot-
out after a 1-1 draw. Ed Foster, the
Goodricke goalkeeper who had not
conceded a goal in the tournament
until this match, was the unfortu-
nate player to see his sudden death
kick saved by stand-in Halifax stop-
per Mark Lund.

Lund’s heroics set up a show-
down with Alcuin on Wednesday,
but the captain isn’t looking to the
final just yet: “I think it’s 50-50
against Alcuin, with two good
teams it’ll just be whoever is best on
the day. Both teams will be massive-
ly up for it, hopefully it will be a
good spectacle.”

On the same afternoon,
Vanbrugh, the tournament’s high-
est scorers, beat Wentworth 3-1 but
the outcome remained in the bal-
ance until the last ten minutes,
when Ben Lowe’s header secured
the win. Ali Prince escaped defen-
sive attentions to give Vanbrugh a
fifth-minute lead but Dan
Radford’s spectacular own goal
allowed Wentworth back into the
game. However, they then commit-

Adam Shergold
SPORTS EDITOR

Nouse talks to Mark Bright
Leigh Clarke interviews the
former Crystal Palace striker
along with BBCWorld Cup
blogger Jonathan Stevenson

MAGGIE ASLET

www.ey.com/uk/careers

SPORT
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW >> P20

ted the same error, as Seb
Schmerold got the final touch on
Dan Hewitt’s long throw.

Hewitt believes his side have
exceeded expectations in the com-
petition: “No one expected us to get
here. We’ve just tried to play our
football and create an enjoyable
atmosphere in which to play. The
pressure I believe is off us, Derwent
are a great side and have to be
favourites.”

Chris Barnett’s double sent
Derwent through at the expense of
James in the third quarter-final,
with the opening and third goals of
a 3-1 win. James took the lead

through Mark Johnson’s stunning
30-yard free-kick but were quickly
pegged back through Barnett’s
composed finish. Captain Matt
Hallam gave Derwent the advan-
tage with a cross-cum-shot before
Barnett bundled in a third in the
final minute.

“Vanbrugh will be a much
sterner test, they've been the best
team in the tournament up to now
but that means nothing on the day
and I think we have the ability to
match them in every department,”
said Hallam.

“We've earnt the right to be
where we are now and we're by no

means finished yet”
Alcuin completed the set on

Thursday with a single-goal victory
over Langwith. In-form Christy
Cormac split the teams five min-
utes from time, his shot crashing in
off the crossbar and goalkeeper
Tom Lambert’s back. Langwith had
struck the crossbar in the first peri-
od from Michael Palmer’s header
and had largely shackled Alcuin’s
lively front line.

In the Plate, Derwent ousted
James on penalties, Alcuin beat
Langwith 2-1, Halifax thrashed
Vanbrugh 4-0 and Goodricke elim-
inated Wentworth 3-0.

College Football titans prepare
to battle it out in Cup semi-finals

Women’s rowing
back on the map
York’s female rowers are
ranked among the top
six in the country after a
fine performance at the
Henley Women’s Regatta
last weekend.

HENLEY REGATTA >> P22

Awards Season:The Nouse
Sports Personality of the Year
Who has been top of their game in the world of
sport at York this year? Nouse celebrates the
achievements of our sportsmen and women in
our annual awards for personality, team and
performance of 2009-2010. Find out who will
succeed last year’s victors Mike Callis, our bad-
minton team and men’s football inside.

The essential
World Cup blog

THEWINNERS IN FULL >> P21

Our team of writers
offer the sharpest com-
ment and opinion on
the latest action in
South Africa. Plus don’t
forget to check your
Fantasy Football points.
www.nouse.co.uk/sport

James goalkeeper DomMcMahon tries to clear the ball under pressure in his team’s 3-1 College Cup quarter-final defeat to Derwent

THE SEMI-FINALS

v

v

WEDNESDAY 1PM

FRIDAY 3PM
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