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“Through them we hear the echo of our 
collective selves – and remember who we are”
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Classification of
degrees unstable
NEW DATA has disclosed a
worrying disparity between
degree classifications for differ-
ent academic departments. The
information, which was put
together by the Standing
Committee on Assessment and
presented to University Senate,
reveals inconsistency between
departments. >> NEWS P3

Series of academic
grievances

A NUMBER of academic com-
plaints have been made against
the University this week follow-
ing controversy over a History
exam error. History of Art stu-
dents also experienced module
sign-up chaos. >> NEWS P4-5

Stadium proposed
at Hes. East
IT HAS been proposed in a
UGM by Jason Rose that York
City Stadium should be rebuilt
next to Heslington East. The
proposal has split opinion, with
YUSU President, Tim Ngwena,
supporting the motion, whilst
Student Activities Officer,
Rhianna Kinchin, expressed
doubts. >> NEWS P2

College Cup 
heats up

THE HIGHLIGHT of the
College Cup so far has been
Alcuin’s victory of Derwent in
the so-called “group of death”.
This follows Alcuin’s College
Cup triumph last year against
Vanbrugh. >> SPORT P20 

AN INVESTIGATION by Nouse
has uncovered statistics showing a
pay gap of over £2,718 between
male and female Professors at the
University, as well as a dominance
of males in senior academic posi-
tions.

Men make up 77 per cent of
Professors currently working at the
University, as opposed to females
who make up just 23 per cent.

74 per cent of Heads of
Department are also male, com-
pared to 26 per cent female, and 78
per cent of clinical staff are male,
with only 22 per cent being female.

Women form an average of 37
per cent of all academic profession-
als across UK universities, com-
pared to 31 per cent at York. 

Charlie Leyland, YUSU
Academic Affairs Officer, has spo-
ken out, stating: “I wonder how a
system dominated by white mid-
dle-class males affects the diversity
of our teaching and learning.”

Although David Garner,
University Press Officer, said the
University was, “committed to the
implementation and monitoring of
equality and diversity,” he “recog-
nise[s] that there is more to do”.

When examining depart-
ments, Nouse found Computer
Science to have just 10.6 per cent of

female academic staff – the lowest
of all University departments. The
Philosophy department has only
three women out of 24 staff.  The
Mathematics department was sim-
ilarly skewed.

When asked to comment on
this issue, Garner told Nouse that
the Physics department has been
recognised by the Institute of
Physics for the “efforts it has made
to reduce gender inequality among
its staff.” Despite this, Nouse found
that women account for just 11.6
per cent of academic staff in the
Physics department – the depart-
ment with the third lowest percent-
age of women at the University.

Leyland cited the University’s
“intransigence over issues such as
nursery provision, student parent
accommodation” and described “a
slow move towards flexible and
advanced timetabling… as sympto-
matic of a system which doesn't
take the female or family perspec-
tive seriously into account.”

She continued to say how she
is “deeply concerned” by the lack of
transparency in the University’s
promotions system. She stated that
“opaqueness in promotion, the
most cited cause of the national pay
gap, is rife in [York’s] academic
environment. This is the most cited
cause of the national pay gap.” 

She accused the University of
concealing their antiquated pro-
motional system under the guise of
“academic freedoms”, meaning

York “is not leading the way in
equality at all levels in what should
be a forward thinking, intellectual
community.” 

Professor Joanna de Groot,
Senior Professor of the History
Department, agreed that “there is
room for the University to
improve”, adding that, “the criteria
for academic achievements favour
particular qualities that are seen as
gender specific even if they are not.”

She describes Leyland’s
demands for “flexible timetabling”
as “complicated”, explaining that,
“the ‘long hours’ culture of acade-
mia is a real issue, as it’s easier to
conform to the demands of long
hour culture if you have no
dependents.”

However, de Groot believes we
must “look to the future not back-
ward.” She added: “When I started
out females only made up three to
four per cent of Professors.”

The University has also been
criticised for gender discrimination
in regard to wages for similar jobs.

York has an eight grade pay
scale for academic and non-aca-
demic staff; just 29 per cent of
those on the highest grade of pay
(£45,155 upward) are female
opposed to 71 per cent male. This is
in contrast to those on the lowest
grade of pay (£13,856 upward), 64
per cent of whom are female com-
pared to just 36 per cent male.

The vast majority of Senior
Managers are male (68 per cent), in

contrast to 32 per cent female. 
Ceri Goddard, Chief Executive

of the Fawcett Society, which fights
for equality in the workplace, stat-
ed: “We need a whole package of
measures including tougher
requirements on employers, more
flexible working and more well
paid, part-time working options.”

Ellie Kuper Thomas, an ex-
YUSU Women’s Officer, has called
the situation “shocking” in such a
“liberal institution”.

She continued to say that “the
segregation of women into the
lower paid jobs, and the dominance
of men at the top, appears to be a
clear feature of the University’s
employment structure”. However,
Thomas was keen to stress “the
field of academia is amongst the
worst in terms of such segregation
and pay differentials”. 

Garner also commented, say-
ing that the “University is commit-
ted to the implementation and
monitoring of equality and diversi-
ty”, stating that “is just one of the 12
UK universities to win Athena
Swan awards in recognition of its
success in providing positive sup-
port for women scientists during
their careers, and demonstrating
progress on gender equality in the
fields of science, engineering and
technology.”  

Victoria Lee
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Female academics marginalised  
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A PROPOSAL to rebuild York City
Community Stadium adjacent to
the Heslington East campus has
been met with resistance from fig-
ures both within and outside of
YUSU.

The motion, put forward at
last week’s UGM by Jason Rose,
proposed to mandate YUSU to
lobby the University and York City
Council to make the Heslington
East Development Site, or near it,
the location of the new York City
Community Stadium.

While Tim Atkins, the stadi-
um Project Manager, stated that
nothing has yet been confirmed, a
site on Hull Road, at the edge of
the Heslington East Development,
is currently one of the three sites
being considered for the relocation
of the stadium. The current stadi-
um, located at Bootham Crescent,
is scheduled to be replaced by resi-
dential housing in the next few
years.

The new proposed stadium
would have an approximate capac-
ity of 6,000, and the project
includes plans to invest £1 million
in athletics facilities on the same
site as the stadium. Part of the
University’s proposal for
Heslington East has included the
building of a sports centre, and
some have suggested it would be
financially beneficial if the two
projects are combined. Ian
MckAndrew, the York City Stadium
Development Director, has agreed
that having two separate athletics
facilities in the same area would be
a waste of council money.

Sam Asfahani, York Sport
President-elect, expressed his
strong support for the motion:
“One of my main roles is to repre-
sent our York Sport members, and
despite a few valid concerns I feel
that a stadium near Hes. East
would be extremely beneficial to
sport at York. It would be easy to
access for our students, making it
easy for our students to go and sup-
port the local football team.”

Asfahani continued:
“Ultimately the team is a confer-
ence team and the stadium will
only be around 6,000 seats so the
negative effects of noise, traffic and
post match hooliganism may be
over-estimated. If these concerns
can be met then the stadium would
be a great addition and York would
have a unique selling point to
attract future student athletes.”

Tim Ngwena, YUSU
President, also spoke in support of
the motion: “The main concern for
Heslington East is the infrastruc-
ture around it, and having this sta-
dium built could really help devel-
op and improve traffic and conges-
tion in the area. It would also cut
off £2 million pounds for the
swimming pool, something the
majority of students are in favour
of, so would radically reduce costs.
It would also be beneficial to stu-
dents as they would have access to
state of the art sports facilities.”

However, the proposal has not
been greeted positively by some
members of the student body. Felix
Bungay, Chairman of the York
Tories, has argued that 6,000 peo-
ple “invading” campus would cause
mass disturbances to students liv-

ing at Heslington East. He stated:
“I thought the idea of having the
stadium right next the University
had not been well thought out at
all. It will be detrimental to stu-
dents, especially if it attracts a
rowdy crowd, making it difficult to
study. It would cause masses of
noise and traffic, and as it would be
used much more for general rather
than student events, the detri-
ments to student life outweighs the
benefits.”

Lewis Bretts, YUSU
Democracy and Services Officer,
and Rhianna Kinchin, YUSU
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The first YUSU awards night is to
take place in Week 8 of this term
on Saturday 19 June. Nominations
are due to open on Friday of Week
Five. The awards up for grabs will
be released this week, though
Nouse can reveal that they will
include such categories as ‘Best
Society Newcomer’, ‘Outstanding
Leadership’ and ‘Course Rep of the
Year’.
Rhianna Kinchin, YUSU Student
Activities Officer, stated: “We
wanted to reward and say thank
you to all those who do so much
for our Union, as well as giving all
of our students something to work
towards for the year to come.”

Financier turned
author to give talk
Alex Buchanan, the highly
acclaimed author of the The
Game: How the City Really Works
is to give a talk at the University
of York.
Buchanan, who worked in finance
for 12 years, will be giving a free
talk on his experience working as
a stockbroker, the different roles
within banks and the personality
types that fit into them.
The book, a sharp and brutally
honest expose of working in the
City, will be on sale at the event.
The lecture, which is to take place
on Thursday 2 May from 7-9pm in
ATB 056/057, is the most recent
of the events organised by the
York Investment and Finance
Society.

First ever YUSU
awards night

Two York scientists
made royal fellows
Two member of the University of
York Chemistry department have
been elected fellows of the Royal
Society, one of the top honours for
science in the world.
Professor Robin Perutz, who spe-
cialises in organametallics, and
Gideon Davies, whose research
focuses on structural enzymology,
were two of only 44 to be awarded
this high accolade.
It is very unusual for two academ-
ics from the same department to
be recognised as fellows in the
same year, with Vice-Chancellor
Brian Cantor stating it as a
“resounding endorsement of the
strong scientific research at York”.
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It has been proposed that York City Stadium is built by Hes. East

Student Activities Officer, also
opposed the motion.

Kinchin warned that if the
motion passed, it mandated YUSU
to put their full support into the
project, and “could end up trump-
ing the smaller, more meaningful,
projects we want to push for on
Heslington East that also have a lot
of student support, such as a debat-
ing chamber. It would require a
huge push and I’m not sure we
should be channelling all our
resources into such a massive proj-
ect.” 

Speaking exclusively to Nouse,
Rose gave his reasons for having
initially proposed the motion:
“Offering full support to the coun-
cil would greatly speed up a project
that the entire city cares about.

“As detailed in the motion, I
have talked to the Chairman of
York City and the various people
involved in the project and it seems
like it's a good site for everyone
concerned. However it seems like
the University hasn't been too
cooperative in the manner and
that's the reason that I have put it

to referendum - there needs to be a
campaign outside of meetings but
YUSU and the University need to
push for it within meetings too.”

Students have expressed their
enthusiasm for the potential proj-
ect. One first year student, Joe Hall,
commented: “I think it’s a really
exciting idea. It would be amazing
to have access to such good facili-
ties, and to be so near the local
team. York City are a pretty small
club so I don’t reckon noise and
violence would be an issue at all.
Anything that helps towards build-
ing a new swimming pool has my
full support.”

Full details for the rebuilding
of the stadium will be outlined in a
report published on 11 July.

Asfahani added to Nouse that
that the Rugby League Team, York
City Knights, may also be ground-
sharing with York City, which could
mean that the University Rugby
team play there. 

LEADER >> Page 10

COMMENT >> Page 11

Hannah Ellis-Petersen
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

“The stadium would be a great
addition and York would have a
unique selling point to attract
future student athletes.”

YUSU York Sport President elect
Sam Asfahani



The survey also revealed the
University of York course comple-
tion rates, which have been viewed
much more positively. The data
shows departments such as
Economics and English have rates
as high as 99 per cent, and Music
has a 100 per cent of students com-
pleting the three year course. The
department with the lowest com-
pletion rate is the Modern
Languages department who have
25 per of students dropping out.

Charlie Leyland, YUSU
Academic Affairs Officer, com-
mented in response to the results:
“My biggest concern is the consis-
tent variation of 'good degrees'
being awarded by different depart-
ments... Although the University
have agreed to set up a working
group to look into these matters
more deeply, we may never under-
stand the whole issue.”

per cent. This is behind universities
such as Exeter, which has a per-
centage of 77.6 and Sussex, which
has 76.4 per cent. The data also
placed York third in a table of uni-
versities with a pattern of decrease
in good degrees over the past three
years, falling only just behind
Sussex and Reading. This comes
after a drop in York’s overall per-
formance in The Times University
league table last year.

However, despite the fluctua-
tion between departments, York
still remains just above the 1994
and Russell Group degree average.

Indeed, not all students are
worried, with a second-year Music
student stating: “Even though some
departments have clearly been
doing quite badly, York is still above
the average and so I’m not too con-
cerned. The results for music are a
testament to how amazing the
department is, and shows exactly
why I chose to come to York.”

It has also been highlighted
that the data is not completely
comprehensive, with History and
History of Art being combined
under one category, and depar-
ments such as Physics being inclu-
sive of a variety of different branch-
es of the subject. The forms of
assessment for arts and sciences
also vary radically, with English
having no exams, making it difficult
to draw completely accurate com-
parisons between the departments.

Nathan Buss, a first-year
Management student, expressed
his concerns over the percentages
revealed. “It is a bit worrying to be
shown statistics like this, and does-
n’t really inspire much confidence
in the University. It shows there are
problems that need to be addressed
to make sure that our degrees don’t
suffer in any way.”

The data places York 11th in
the country for the percentage of
good degrees awarded, with 71.4
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Data reveals disparity between the number of
‘good degrees’ awarded in subject departments

www.ey.com/uk/careers

CONCERN HAS been raised by
academics and University officials
after data surveying degree classifi-
cation in 2008/9 showed inconsis-
tency between some academic
departments.

The information, which was
put together by the Standing
Committee on Assessment and pre-
sented to University Senate, illus-
trated that students doing English
are almost eight times more likely
to be awarded a First than those
doing Management. Similarly,
while 100 per cent of music stu-
dents are awarded a 2:1 or higher,
only 42 per cent of those studying
Electronics achieve above a Third.

This is in comparison to the
departmental average for all 1994
and Russell group universities,
where 65 per cent of Electronics
degrees are of “good class” standard
- defined by the report as a first or a
high 2:1 - and just 12 per cent are
awarded a Third or lower.

The data also shows a 2.8 per
cent point decrease in Firsts or high
2:1s being awarded overall across
the University, falling from 74.1 per
cent in 2006/7 to 71.3 per cent in
2008/9.

There are concerns that such
figures will serve to devalue degrees
from departments such as Politics,
where only 2 per cent of students
achieve a Third or fail, or History,
where over 90% of students are
awarded a first or a 2:1, in compar-
ison to physics where only 52% are
achieving a similarly high class
degree. It also raises questions on
the varying standards of degrees
between departments such as
English and Electronics.

The survey revealed that over
the last three years, the gaps

between certain academic depart-
ments have continued to widen,
particularly between arts based
subjects and those with more of a
basis in science. Those awarding a
higher than average percentage of
higher class degrees have tended to
see increases in “good degrees”,
whereas those awarding a lower
than average percentage of “good
degrees” over the last few years
have tended to see decreases, rein-
forcing rather than diminishing the
variability of degree classification
across the institution. This has
been termed the ‘York effect’ in the
report.

The departments that show
the most deterioration include
Biology, which has shown a signifi-
cant three year drop falling from 80

per cent in 2006/7 to 58 per cent in
2008/9, and Physics, which has
seen a steady decrease over the
three year stage.

Adversely, Music has shown an
increase of over 25 per cent in the
number of good degrees awarded
during the same period.

Tim Ngwena, YUSU
President, who was present at the
Senate meeting, commented: “The
University of York, like most good
universities, has extensive quality
assurance procedures in place to
ensure the quality of teaching as
well as ensuring degrees challenge
students. However, the variation in
degree classification in depart-
ments at York does raise some con-
cerns.”

Hannah Ellis-Petersen
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

LILY EASTWOOD

COMMENT >> Page 9

A POLICE investigation has begun
this week following flyers request-
ing female students to pose for pho-
tographs whilst urinating on them-
selves being posted in Langwith
and the woodland area near
Windmill Lane.

Concerned members of the
student population and Union
Officers reported the flyers to cam-
pus Security Services, who later
referred their concerns on to the
North Yorkshire police.

The flyers announced the fol-
lowing message: “Wanted: female
willing to be watched or pho-
tographed whilst wetting (peeing)
jeans or underwear. Could benefit
financially. Text or call mature gen-
tleman.” Some students, who wish
to remain anonymous, contacted
the mobile phone number follow-
ing the message, but “hung up
before anyone answered”.

Bailey Oliver, Security
Operations Manger, has disclosed
that “this was first reported to secu-
rity by a member of staff who found
one of these ‘flyers’. My team imme-
diately informed police and passed
the document on to them for favour
of their enquiries.”

The police investigation man-
aged to trace who had posted the
flyers, revealing it to be a man who
explained the messages to be a pri-
vate joke made between himself
and his partner.

The flyers sparked concerns
from many students living in halls,
who were uncomfortable about the
idea of non-students spending a
lots of time on campus. India
Boddy, a first-year Alcuin resident,
has commented: “It’s not very nice
really. I don’t understand why peo-
ple would do that - there’s not much
point, obviously people wouldn’t
sign up or ever do, especially offer-
ing money.”

Ben Humphrys, Welfare
Sabbatical Officer, believes that “if

repetition of this regrettable inci-
dent.”

It has not yet been revealed
whether the man involved was a
student, but they have been
admonished by the police force.

A second-year Politics student
has said, “while it’s up to everyone
what they do in the privacy of their
own homes, it seems a bit dodgy to
extend that into giving people flyers
that advertise that sort of thing.”

Other students have expressed
their shock and concern that this
sort of article was posted on cam-
pus and the surrounding area,
alongside other notices for campus
events, announcements and society
forums. Many were distressed by
the wording of the flyer and its
unequivocal message. A second-
year English student who saw the
posters last week told Nouse:
“When I saw the flyers I was firstly
disgusted and then realised that it
may have been a joke. Either way it
is a disgusting thing to put around
campus and is in very poor taste.”

Data for degrees from the academic year 2008/9 has shown vast inconsistency across departments

The flyers were posted in Langwith and nearWindmill Lane

this was a joke, it was a joke in bad
taste. Individuals have to take
responsibility for anything they
print or publish. I hope the individ-
uals concerned now understand
this.”

Oliver has assured Nouse that
the flyers were taken seriously by
Security Services as a genuine

request for students to be pho-
tographed. He continued, “it would
appear that they were written as a
joke, albeit in questionable taste.”

The Security Operations
Manger stated that the North
Yorkshire Police service “have
assured me that he poses no risk to
students and that there will be no

“It is really worrying to be shown
statistics like this and doesn’t
really inspire much confidence in
the University.”

First-year Management student
Nathan Buss

On-campus security alert prompts police investigation
Camilla Apcar
NEWS REPORTER

SAM NEWSOME
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Adam Shergold

Union rejects Joint Honours single supervisory system

IN A draft proposal from the University
review of combined studies, it has been sug-
gested that “supervision of students on com-
bined degree programmes should rest with a
single supervisor” to take “overall responsi-
bility for monitoring the student’s progress
and performance.” The University proposal
has been rejected by YUSU.

The proposal resulted in an urgent
meeting last Thursday called by Academic
Affairs Officer, Charlie Leyland, for com-
bined studies course representatives. The
single supervisor system has already been
trialled for some Joint Honours students and
the School of PEP. Nikoo Atraki, a first-year
Politics and Economics student, emphasised
her dissatisfaction and sense of alienation in
having one supervisor. “I feel like I can only
get feedback from my specific tutors on how
well I’m doing but can’t get an overall view
with just one supervisor who only specialises
in one of my subject areas.”

The problems faced by Joint Honours

students, such as finding an academic identi-
ty, varied ‘cultures’ in different departments,
and the current lack of communication for
students who have more than one supervisor,
were called to attention at the meeting.

Leyland also voiced concerns over
whether international students in particular
would feel confident enough to approach a
single supervisor in charge of a large cohort
of students. Francess Daly, course represen-
tative for Social Policy and Politics, remarked
that “if I had one person who I knew was in
charge of 600 students, I wouldn’t feel as if
they knew me or ever cared.”

The issue was raised at Union Council,
who passed Leyland’s proposal to reject a
single supervisor system and aim to improve
current interdisciplinary communications,
to be submitted for consideration by
University Teaching Council this week. The
University review proposes: “So far as possi-
ble, supervisors are to be drawn from a small
pool of staff with a knowledge of and com-
mitment to a particular combined degree
programme.” The recommendation would
prove cost saving for individual depart-
ments.

Whilst praising other aspects of the
review, such as the electronic recording of
tutorials, and stating that “we should recog-
nise that there are already some great rela-
tionships,” Leyland believes having a single
supervisor for Joint Honours students “sim-
ply will take us backwards in enhancing the
experience of combined students.”

Zahra Latif, first-year combined studies
faculty representative, summarised the
Union’s proposal: “What we’re asking for is
not innovative change, but just for the sys-
tem to work as it should.” Atraki added: “I’m
conscious of input on references that you
might have when applying for jobs, knowing
who I am.

“It also puts the supervisor in a difficult
position because it’s not their fault, it’s just
the way this system is failing.”

Lucie Vincer, an English and History of
Art Joint Honours student, said: “Surely if
you had one supervisor for the lot, the other
wouldn’t really know anything about your
other subject? They each have their own
specialities, so having one for both wouldn’t
really work. At the moment it’s like having
two people you can go to.”

The History department has been
forced to offer re-sits to third-year stu-
dents who were given the wrong exam-

ination paper last week.
17 students taking Professor Stuart

Carroll’s ‘French Wars of Religion, 1559-
1594’ module were told ten minutes before
their closed exam on 18 May that, due to an
administrative mix-up, they would be sitting
a Sources paper rather than the anticipated
Themes and Issues paper. The Sources
paper was scheduled for 2 June, leaving
many students unprepared.

It was agreed that the re-sits will be
staged at the end of this week during a meet-
ing between Geoff Cubitt, the examinations
officer, and affected students on Thursday
morning. The department will use the high-
er of the two marks in degree assessments
and students have been given the right of
appeal should they feel their mark is an
anomaly.

A short, typed message from Professor
Carroll, circulated at the start of the exam,
informed students: ‘There’s been a mix-up,
please sit the paper as set.” Prof. Carroll went
on to invite concerned students to visit his
office after the exam to discuss the matter.

The University contacted all students
involved by email at the conclusion of the
exam and immediately placed them on the
‘special mitigating circumstances’ list,
although concerns were expressed that this
only affects those with borderline marks.

A Facebook group, called ‘Wrong exam
paper? I’d like the right one or re-sit please!’
was set up in the aftermath of the exam and
has attracted in excess of 700 members from
a number of departments, as well as the
YUSU Sabbatical Officers.

One student, involved in creating the
Facebook group, said: “Obviously none of us
are very happy about the situation, but we
do accept the fact that this mistake has hap-
pened, and that it was down to simple
human error on the part of the scrutinizing
board (who I believe ratify the exam papers),

who missed the error.”
Another student affected added: “It's

not so much the administrative error that
annoys me as much as the way the
University responded to it once they found
out. Rather than acting pragmatically and
reasonably, the department decided to make
us sit the paper anyway. I don't see how that
can benefit anybody.”

It is believed a simple typing error was
responsible for the mix-up, with the exam

script labelled Paper I rather than Paper II.
Professor Bill Shiels, Head of the History
Department, said: “What went wrong here
is that our processes did not spot that the
preliminary headlines of the paper in ques-
tion, which identifies it gives the rubric etc.,
got transposed between paper 1 and paper 2.

“We have robust checking procedures
here involving setter, scrutineer, external
examiner, and final sign off, but unfortu-
nately even this did not prevent the mistake

on this occasion.
“I can say that the department would

like to record its gratitude for the construc-
tive and understanding response of those
students directly affected by the mistake,”
Shiels added.

Charlie Leyland, Academic Officer,
said: “Clearly this issue has caused much
distress for the students involved, but I've
been really impressed at the honest and
swift response of the department.

SAM NEWSOME

Third-year History students were forced to sit an exam paper which they expected to take next month last week

Camilla Apcar

Leyland called an urgent meeting

YUSU
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series of academic complaints

FOR THE second year running a group of
students have lodged a formal complaint
against the Economics department’s exam
procedure, following their Microeconomics
paper at the start of this term. The students,
who have approached the Board of Studies
and are still unsatisfied with the outcome,
are claiming that their exam paper was
“deliberately misleading”, that the module
was poorly taught, and that many of them
had to pay for private tutoring in addition to
their seminars and lectures.

One second-year student told Nouse
that in one of the questions “the symbol for
Wealth and Endowments were really very
similar and seemed designed to trick people”,
and that “pretty much everyone I know has
had private tuition for this”, commenting
that supervisors “didn’t seem to care” about
many of the students’ concerns with the
module.

Peter Spencer, Head of the Board of
Studies for Economics, has since spoken to
Nouse, saying that “students brought this
[matter] to our Board Of Studies” and that
the department had “a long discussion with
the student representatives there.” He con-
tinued to say that the issue was given “a full
and serious discussion” but that he “can’t
remember what the conclusion was”, adding
that “as far as [he was] concerned, there are
no plans for change”.

One of the main complaints of the stu-
dents is that notation used in their lectures
and seminars was especially difficult for
those doing combined studies. “For people
who didn’t have a Maths background it
might as well have been French,” commented
one PPE student.

“There’s a difference between having a
hard exam and not being able to understand
it because it’s been written deliberately con-
fusing,” she continued. “I went to see my
supervisor and it was pretty much a case of
‘go and get a tutor’, but it’s such a niche area
of Economics it was really difficult to find

someone who could teach me what I needed
to know.

“I know some guy who runs tutoring out
of his house in Halifax and charges students
£3 a visit,” continued a second PPE student.
“I thought about going but was uncomfort-
able with turning up to someone's house. My
parents ended up paying lots of money for
tutoring over the Easter holidays, even
though I’d done loads of work.”

As well as their discontent at having to
pay for extra tuition, many of the students
told Nouse that they were more upset by the
attitude of the Economics Department
themselves. “They don’t really listen at all,”
said one Politics and Economics student,
saying “they should definitely change the for-
mat of the exam as there seems to be prob-
lems with it every year.”

“I know a few students who have gone to
their supervisors concerned about the exam,”
her friend added, “they said that they should-
n't worry because PEP knows the Micro
exam is ridiculous and often not a reflection
of people's abilities.”

ECONOMICS ISSUES

Jan ‘09:Third-year
Economics students
are forced to wait for
results after exam
scripts delay

May ‘09: Economics
department ordered
to conduct an investi-
gation into its exam
procedure

June ‘09: Economics
department release
revised grades fol-
lowing strong stu-
dent dissatisfaction

Formal complaint lodged against the Economics
department exam procedure for second year running
Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

THE HISTORY of Art department has run a
heavily criticised ‘first-come-first-served’
module sign up system for the first time this
year, leading to a number of complaints from
students.

Students were requested to be present
at the department in order to choose their
modules for the following year. Second-year
students were given first preference, whilst
first years were invited to queue later on. The
first student arrived in the department at
5.45am.

Many students have expressed their dis-
content with the system. First-year History
of Art student and newly-elected University
Senate Representative, Alexander J. Allison,
said: “The misleading structure of the queue
based system led many to believe that,
should they turn up on time, they would be
allocated the courses they desired. However,
in reality the British desire to queue well in
advance led to the whole process being
absolutely farcical.”

By midday, first-year students with
packed lunches crowded around bins in the
waiting area of the History of Art depart-
ment in preparation for their sign up at 2pm.
Due to the number of students arriving early,
their sign up commenced 20 minutes before
schedule.

Charlie Leyland, Academic Affairs
Sabbatical Officer, has commented:
“Students want to know exactly what they
can expect when signing up to a course.” She
expressed a need to benchmark module
choice arrangements against those at other
universities.

Trevor Sheldon, Deputy Vice-

Chancellor, has expressed his support for the
Union through a tabling meeting to address
equity, “all students must have equal oppor-
tunity to get desired module choices”, to be
presented to the University Teaching Council
in June.

Other departments, such as
Management, use the same modular choice
system. The History of Art department has
implemented the system after careful delib-
eration over the most fair way to allocate
module choices. Off-campus and combined
course students, however, feel that they are
disadvantaged through this arrangement.

Lydia Blundell, a second-year History of
Art student, said that “the idea in principle is

a good one – giving choice into hands of stu-
dents, but the way organised was pretty
bad… it puts unnecessary stress on students.”

Leyland continued to say that “it is
important that we look at ways in which we
can communicate the way modules will be
allocated and that this is done fairly and con-
sistently… and to know what the current
practice is, and how we can improve the stu-

dent experience with the best bits.”
Another first-year History of Art stu-

dent, who wished to remain anonymous, has
stated: “People turned up like it was like a
Harry Potter booking signing or bidding for
Glastonbury tickets, practically camping
over night. I’d rather be in bed! This isn’t
really what I expected to be doing within my
degree course at all.”

Another first-year student commented
that “considering that I was around 13th in
the queue, there was only one out my top five
choices left, which goes to show that when
they tell you how many choices to make, it’s
not that democratic anyway. I felt sorry for
the people at the end of the queue, I got there
over an hour-and-a-half early and still didn’t
get exactly what I wanted.”

An email sent out in February to
History of Art students, from Dr Jason
Edwards, Chair of the Board for Art History,
stated that the department were “confident
that this new system will remain democratic
and fair and very much hope that we can
honour the first choices of as many students
as possible.”

He added: “It may also be worth report-
ing that this is a system that is already in
operation at a number of our peer institu-
tions, both in the UK and US.”

Samia Calbayrac, first-year History of
Art course representative, has commented
that “the second-year students all had their
first choices, whereas the first-years com-
plained about the organisation of the system.
Concerning the first choice, unfortunately,
there will always be people who have their
first choice and those who don’t.”

An electronic survey will take place next
year in preparation for module choices.

Module sign up system likened to
‘bidding for Glastonbury tickets’
Camilla Apcar

“It is important that we look at ways in
which we can communicate the way
modules will be allocated and that this is
done fairly and consistently.”

YUSU Academic Officer
Charlie Leyland

COMMENT >> Page 11

“Students always have the right to
appeal if they are still not happy at any point
with the current arrangements, but there
seems to be a fair and mutual agreement on
a way forward now. This is a shining exam-
ple of how students, course reps, YUSU and
departments can work together to safeguard
standards and the student experience even
in difficult circumstances such as these.

“However, this cannot happen again. I
had already scheduled a paper for the next
meeting of the Standing Committee on
Assessment to recommend that either the

examiner themselves, or a designated other
be present at exams so that any decisions
which need to be taken can be, whether mis-
takes on exams, the wrong paper, or whatev-
er, this is currently not a stipulation but
clearly needs to be.” Leyland added:
“Hopefully, in light of this additional situa-
tion, the proposal will pass and be ratified at
the relevant committees.”

700 students joined the group

COMMENT >> Page 12

LEADER >> Page 10
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Hannah Ellis-Petersen

Robin Synnot

Residents wait a year for facilities International Students’

motion was put forward at last
week’s Union General Meeting
(UGM) to propose the permanent
addition of an International
Students Committee to the York
Student Union Council.

The creation of the new com-
mittee amends the YUSU constitu-
tion, to establish a new part-time
position of International Students
Officer as part of the Union.
Speaking in favour of the proposal,
YUSU Welfare Officer, Ben
Humphrys, stated: “International
students can face a specific range
of difficulties at University.

“There is no cap on interna-
tional fees, which have in some
cases risen from £26,000 to
£36,000, and language barriers
can often lead to serious teaching
and learning issues.

“We need to focus on these
problems and make real progress,
otherwise we fundamentally fail to
fully represent students at York.”

Should the motion pass, the
responsibilities of the
International Officer would
include representing the views and
interests of international students
within the University, locally and
nationally, encouraging and sup-

porting cross cultural activities, in
liaison with the Graduates stu-
dents association (GSA), as well as
organising a termly international
students’ forum to identify issues
affecting international students at
York.

The committee would also
include seven regional representa-
tives covering each continent.

This proposal has been greet-
ed with positive responses from
most international students.
Federica Maurizio, a first-year stu-
dent from Italy, commented: “It’s
nice to know, if I have an issues,
there would be someone to support
me and who could push for neces-
sary changes in the Union and at
the University as a whole.”

However, an unnamed sec-
ond- year student stated: “It’s kind
of unnecessary. It just creates more
separation between international
students and the rest of the
University.”

Rui Huang, President of the
GSA, who often work closely with
the ISA, commented: “We believe
it is vitally important to have an
international students committee
to increase representation across
campus, and it will be supported
and funded by the GSA.”

THE UNIVERSITY has been criti-
cised this week for their failure to
respond to problems with facilities
and amenities in Eric Milner-
White Court.

A compensation report,
leaked to Nouse, catalogues
numerous problems affecting
almost 80 students in the block,
and highlights the University’s lack
of response to broken ovens, show-
ers, toilets and sinks, faulty win-
dows and broken radiators, and
kitchens without sufficient ovens,
fridges, and storage space.

Many of these problems have
taken a long time to be dealt with:
some radiators reported broken
before Christmas were only fixed
during the Easter vacation and
numerous other issues have still to
be addressed. Rooms made
mouldy from faulty window seals
have not been checked, despite
multiple complaints from resi-
dents. In another case, a shower
that was leaking into a resident's
bedroom was fixed, only for the
temperature gauge to be left faulty
which has still not been addressed.

One resident expressed his
anger at the University’s handling
of the situation: “They gave us
toasters instead of ovens. We now
have three - we can make twelve
pieces of toast simultaneously, but
we only have three sockets so we

can't do anything else.”
Kitchen provision has also

been criticised by residents. Some
kitchens in the block have inade-
quate appliances and storage
spaces for the number of residents
using them, meaning that kitchens
with the necessary provision have
become overcrowded. In one
kitchen without an oven, residents
have been complaining to the
University since the beginning of
the academic year.

Residents have been told that
these problems will be addressed
over the summer vacation.
However, one resident said that:
“It's rubbish, what about the peo-
ple who are here now?”

David Garner, University
Press Officer, stated: “The

University is working to address
the concerns of students living in
Eric Milner-White Block.
Remedial work to shower facilities
on the top floor will be carried out
during the summer vacation in
order to minimise disruption to
students. Alternative facilities have
been provided on the floor below.
The University will submit a report
to the Compensation Panel in sup-
port of the affected students'
claims for a rebate on their rent.”

He went on to point out:
“Facilities in Eric Milner Court
were upgraded last year and are
generally adequate provided they
are used appropriately. But stu-
dents who still have concerns have
the right of appeal to the
Compensation Panel.”

Eric Milner-White Court residents are still waiting for facilities

Committee Proposed
SAM NEWSOME

COMMENT >> Page 11



7NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER
www.nouse.co.uk Tuesday 25 May 2010 News

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Fibbers nightclub under new management

Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

THERE HAS been contention this
week over a UGM motion for
YUSU to advocate reform of the
Westminster electoral system.

Chairman of the University of
the York Conservatives, Felix
Bungay, opposed the motion at last
Thursday's UGM, claiming that
such a move would politicise the
Union and risk its independence.
“Voting reform is not an issue spe-
cific to students, but a party politi-
cal one,” he said. “The Union is
there to represent students regard-
less of their political affiliation, and
a move such as this would mean
the Union was advocating a nar-
row party political issue instead of
concerning itself with the welfare
of students.”

Lewis Bretts, Democracy and
Services Officer, has rejected
Bungay's claim that YUSU could
not remain politically independ-
ent. “If this motion contravened
YUSU's legal duty to stay out of
partisan politics then it would have
been blocked by Rules and
Revisions Committee,” he said,
adding that “whether or not the
motion is a good or a bad thing is
completely up to students to
decide.”

This follows the high publicity
around demonstrations held in
York city centre two weeks ago by
the organisation York for Voting
Reform. Ieuan Ferrer, co-organiser
of the group, with Jamie Fisher
and Caleb Wooding, dismissed
Bungay's complaints, saying that:
“It's a bit of a silly claim that
appears to be born of desperation.”
Ferrer says that the reforms York
for Voting Reform and its umbrel-
la-group, Take Back Parliament,
seek support fairness and the func-
tioning of democracy, and aim to
create a much more level playing
field for all parties.

“The suggestions that it would
'politicise' YUSU are irrelevant,” he
added. “YUSU is already an overtly
political body, both in terms of
resolving power struggles, and in
terms of sometimes backing issues
(especially foreign affairs ones)
that are politically incendiary,
even.”

Ferrer continued: “Their
claims are spurious, and represent
a fundamental misunderstanding
of what supporting particular poli-
cies means. It's a shame that they
feel they should resort to such an
argument so as to protect their
interests.”

“In the next few weeks, York
for Voting Reform will increase its
campaign on campus, starting
petitions and inviting academics to
hold lectures relating to the differ-
ent types of voting system.”

“We want to get people
involved," Ferrer said. "We want
get people thinking. It all depends
on whether people are mobilised.
Our campaign's about educating
and mobilising people.”

venue some much needed TLC”,
including “a new Funktion One
sound system and total refurbish-
ment, designed to expand the
music programming in both live
and club night formats.”

He also said that the manage-
ment were “exploring ways to
increase the venues currently
restrictive capacity to assist in the
booking of higher profile talent.”

A full re-launch party is being
planned at Fibbers for late summer
once the refurbishment has been
completed. Until then, the venue
will stay open with its existing live
programme, and some “minor

THE NIGHTCLUB Fibbers has
been sold and will undergo both a
major refurbishment and pro-
gramming changes over the sum-
mer.

The venue, which has hosted
some of York’s most popular stu-
dent nights, such as ‘Melt’,
‘Idioteque’ and ‘Tequila’, was sold
by its current London-based oper-
ator Barfly to Tokyo Industries last
week. The new owners state that
they plan to “expand the venue’s

live music status, while seriously
increasing its clubbing potential
for boutique and destination DJ
driven nights for music lovers.”

Aaron Mellor, the Managing
Director of Tokyo Industries Ltd,
commented: “Fibbers has been
well-established over the last 18
years. We’re keen to let people
know we’re in this to preserve what
clubbers and live music fans, like
me, love about Fibbers. It’s a great
club with a great reputation and
booking policy, and we remain
respectful of that.”

He continued to state that the
company’s aim was to “give the

Fibbers has been sold to Tokyo Industries and will now undergo major refurbishment and programming changes this summer

adjustments to its current club for-
mat.”

The takeover has been met
with skepticism by some York stu-
dents. “It sounds like they’ll make
Fibbers into just another club like
Salvation or Gallery, and York real-
ly doesn’t need more of those,” said
one Archeology student.

Others, however, have
expressed a different opinion. “I
think York’s turning into a much
more interesting town in terms of
nightlife. There doesn’t seem to be
such a big monopoly on the stu-
dent night’s anymore and I think
that’s a bit more exciting.”

UNIVERSITY OF York graduate
and national columnist, Peter
Hitchens, has won the prestigious
Orwell Prize. Hitchens won the

prize for his foreign correspon-
dence in the Mail on Sunday.

His winning articles include
pieces on the European Union,
Afghanistan and an article ques-
tioning the ramifications of a hypo-
thetical history in which the Berlin
Wall had never fallen.

Hitchens was nominated for
the prize previously in 2007 and
2009, but failed to win the prize on
both occasions.

The Orwell Prize, which was
established in 1993 by Bernard
Crick, is regarded as the pre-emi-
nent British prize for political writ-
ing.

Winners are those which are
said to come closest to matching
Orwell’s goal of “making political
writing an art”. In addition to a cat-
egory for journalism there is a book
prize and a blog prize.

The award-winner gained
much praise for his precise and
strong style. Peter Keller, one of the
judges remarked that Hitchen’s
work was “as firm, polished and
potentially lethal as a Guardsman’s
boot.”

Hitchens writes mainly on
politics and current affairs and has
attracted criticism from other jour-
nalists for his right-wing view-
point. Upon winning the prize he
remarked that “they’ll hate me
even more for this.” Hitchens' win
was a surprise to many due to his
right-wing leanings, a sharp con-
trast to that of George Orwell.

In 1977 Hitchens joined the
Labour Party; however he subse-
quently left, and later joined the
Conservative Party. Hitchens cur-
rently regards himself as politically
independent and believes that no
party represents his viewpoint.

Hitchens studied Politics at
the University of York from 1970-
73. Upon graduating he pursued a
career in journalism, joining The
Daily Express in 1977. He
remained at the Express until 2001
when he resigned stating that the
new owner, Richard Desmond, had
a style that was incompatible with
his own. He joined the Mail on
Sunday where he writes a weekly
column and a blog.

Hitchens has written for other
newspapers including The Times
and makes regular television
appearances as a panellist on the
BBC’s Question Time and Daily
Politics show, as well making occa-
sional documentaries for Channel
4.

The other winners of the prize
this year were Andrea Gillies for
her book Keeper and Winston
Smith for his blog, ‘Working With
the Underclass’.

University of York graduate Peter Hitchens
wins Orwell prize for foreign correspondence

Peter Hitchens has attracted criticism for his right-wing views

Kate Goligher

UGM: YUSU
to support
reform
Robin Synnot

FLICKR

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE
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Coppers on Campus
Sam Lawson talks to Jon-Mark Buchanan, Police Community Officer (PCO) for the University of York and Heslington, about

campus’ safety and what he is doing to improve it.

UNIVERSITY OF YORK CRIME STATISTICS

NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE

The University of York is not often
thought of as particularly unsafe cam-
pus. This is not necessarily an

unfounded supposition.
Located within the distinctly quiet and

stereotypically charming English village of
Heslington, the University rarely faces the
harsh realities of knife or gun crime as pres-
ent in more metropolitan, non-campus uni-
versities. Indeed, recent figures have shown
that over the course of the last academic
year, from 1 August 2008 to 31 July 2009,
the crime rate on campus dropped 11.4 per
cent. In the newsletter of the University
Directorate of Facilities Management
(DoFM), it was reported that in the same
period, thefts from residential accommoda-
tion were down by over 50 per cent over this
period, and there was a 33 per cent reduc-
tion in vehicle crime. However, the report
also noted an increase in cycle theft by over
40 per cent, which Nouse reported on last
year.

With the YUSU-organised Crime Week
having just passed, PCO for the University of
York and Heslington, Jon-Mark Buchanan,
spoke about his experience and achieve-
ments so far, his reasons for doing the job,
and his future plans as the man in charge of
our safety. Sitting on a bench by the lake on
an uncharacteristically warm Friday after-
noon, Buchanan was eager to talk.

“Since taking over as Police Community
Officer for York University last year, I have
proceeded with a very pro-active approach
alongside the area Sergeant, Andy Haigh.
Already, whilst working with Andy and
University of York staff, I have arranged stu-
dent surgeries, Operation Spoke and also
carried out increased patrol of the
University,” he told Nouse.

“Most notably, I have set up student sur-
geries, the dates and times of which are
advertised through the YUSU website, and
are a chance for students to come and meet
me one-on-one to discuss issues, concerns
and ideas for the University and its safety. It’s
also a chance for students to benefit from the
feeling of a more personal deliverance of
service from the police service. I would much
sooner have my inbox flooded with emails
about students’ concerns than have them be

bottled up and unresolved.”
Buchanan isn't the clichéd copper. It is

not often that one detects real passion from
someone in a job like his. Genuine in person,
he is more than happy to talk about his remit
and he seems truly proud of what he does.
“You can't really get much better than work-
ing in a place like this”, he claims.
“Heslington is a beautiful place and the
University is always friendly and concerned
when it comes to safety. I was lucky to get the
spot; someone was moving jobs, I applied
and I got it.”

Buchanan, though aware that the
University is not crime ridden, is dedicated
to improving student safety and providing a
more representative service. In particular,
the recent spate of bike thefts inspired
Buchanan to enforce Operation Spoke.

“Operation Spoke is a chance for stu-
dents to come and have their bike's marked,
and registered, through the Police National

Database, and if ever stolen, and recovered,
we will have your unique reference number
and details and contact to return your cycle.

“As part of this I would also advise stu-
dents to use a free online service called
IMMOBILISE. This is a service where you
can register all kinds of property through its
unique reference number, i.e. laptops, iPods,
cameras etc, and this also works alongside
the Police in returning recovered stolen
items to their rightful owner.”

Buchanan’s work with YUSU is very
important to him. In particular, Buchanan
works closely with YUSU Welfare Officer,
Ben Humphrys, the most recent manifesta-
tion of which was their work together in
Week Four’s Crime Week.

“Crime Week went better than I could
have expected. YUSU worked particularly
hard to organise it and all credit must go to
them. We managed to get 169 bikes marked
under the Operation Spoke scheme, whilst
more than 100 laptops were fitted with a free
tracking device should they ever be stolen.”

Buchanan is happy to point out also that
crime rates for the University/Heslington
area have fallen 8.3 per cent over the course
of the April 09/10 year in comparison to the
08/09 year. However, an uncharacteristic
spurt of burglaries in February and March
this year, varying in location from Vanbrugh
College to the University library, indicated a
blip in an otherwise good record.

“As for the burglaries we had in the

month of February/March, we had a suspect
arrested, and now serving time in prison.
This is due to the Police making full
enquiries into all crimes and taking a hands-
on approach to all incidences. I feel that this
has had an undeniably positive impact on the
University safety, with virtually no reports of
burglary since the arrest.”

When asked about the contentious por-
tering cuts made at the University this year,
Buchanan responded positively: “Though it
is not my place to comment on the circum-
stances surrounding the portering issue, it is
worth pointing out that as well as a police
patrol, the University have their own dedi-
cated security team, which I have worked
alongside with since starting. The job they do
is both effective and professional, managing
to keep the University a safe and secure envi-
ronment. They carry out uniformed and
plain clothed patrol, and are easily accessible
for students to talk to if they need.

“As part of deterring potential thieves on
campus, I have also increased patrol with
High Visibility Officers, plain clothed officers
and arranged operation days, where we have
the Mobile Police Office on campus with offi-
cers on board, and also patrolling,” com-
ments Buchanan.

June will see the launch of another wel-
fare campaign, Drive Week, which Buchanan
hopes will raise road and car safety aware-
ness. “We are working hard with the fire
department and the DVLA to make this an
effective and useful event. I would stress to
all students that the University of York is a
very safe place to live and study, and crime
has actually fallen since last year. By taking
small steps in security awareness and work-
ing alongside myself/North Yorkshire Police,
we can continue to provide a safe and secure
place for all students.”

Walking past the man, if it wasn't for the
uniform, you couldn't tell that he was a police
officer. That is precisely the point with
Buchanan; a relatively young Officer in his
early 20s, he expressed his happiness at
working with people of a similar age. You get
the impression that he is more than about
just the job, quite happy to go that extra mile.
He actually wants to do what he is doing.

Like I said: eager.

“I would much sooner have my inbox
flooded with emails about students’ con-
cers than have them be bottled up and
unresolved.”

PCO for the University of York and Heslington
Jon-Mark Buchanan

11.4% DROP IN CRIME LEVELS FROM 1 AUG 08 TO 31 JULY 09

OVER 50% DROP IN THEFTS FROM RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION

169 BIKES MARKED DURING YUSU CRIMEWEEK

40% INCREASE IN CYCLE THEFT

33% REDUCTION IN VEHICLE CRIME
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Gender equality needs to be
solved at a national level

Anumber of you will shortly
be entering the world of
work, either permanently or

for the rapidly approaching sum-
mer break. Unless you’re joining
the small and growing army of
unpaid interns and work experi-
ence drones, you will presumably
be rewarded with some level of
pay. It is fair to assume that you
expect to be paid the same as any
other person, providing they’re
performing the same task as your-
self. You live in a liberal society,
and this is your legitimate expecta-
tion to basic equality.

Bear with me a moment as we
consider the hypothetical: the bad
news is that you’re not going to get
paid the same. You will later dis-
cover that those sharing the same
differences from the rest of the
workforce as yourself are receiving
the same unfair treatment.
Frustrated? So are a number of
people at the University, as it tran-
spires Heslington Hall is knee
deep in similar kinds of practice.

While it is not quite as imme-
diately simple as this due to the
numerous pay grades and roles at
the University, once they are put
into perspective it is perhaps all
the more linear; the majority of
the lowest bracket of pay are
women, the majority of the highest
bracket are men. Clearly, promo-
tion and hiring is considerably
biased towards men at this
University.

There is very little argument
in my mind against fighting this;
gender is an arbitrary feature that
you are born with, that in no sense
dictates your practices, your abili-
tities and talents, or even your
intentions on how to live life. Just

because you are female, that does
not mean you are going to be fami-
ly focused. Expectations of lower
wages for women must surely be
demoralising and work against
academic standards.

Of little consolation to women
at the University is that the gender
pay gap is not a conspiracy from
Heslington Hall but an institution-
al problem of society. When the
‘New Politics’ coalition can muster
up only four women to sit at the
cabinet table, and the unelected
member of this rare group of
female ministers is also the only
ethnic minority representative
there, it is unsurprising that the
University, despite its best efforts,
has failed to overcome a bias
towards men in academia.

Indeed, it has at least tried.

The Athena Swan Gold award for
the Chemistry Department is
impressive; it indicates a commit-
ment to improving standards of
gender equality, but this is hardly
enough to satisfy women expected
to work for the University knowing
they would likely receive more for
the same amount of work if they
were male.

Justifying the status quo with
the argument that there is a clash
between the competing demands
of academia and being female is
illiberal.

A ‘long hours’ culture should
not discriminate against women. If
the needs of dependent families
are to be met then better access
should be provided by the
University to childcare facilities.

Simultaneously we must con-

sider the national institutional bias
against the female role in family
care. Men should be encouraged to
take responsibility for raising fami-
lies through positive legislation,
offering them rights to take pater-
nity leave for as long as women are
able to. This does not mean they
get double the leave between them
but simply the right to decide how
it is divided. It is unreasonable to
expect all organisations to imme-
diately adopt equal career expecta-
tions of employees while one is
incentivised over the other.

We cannot allow ourselves to
grow complacent with current
efforts to close the gender gap. The
numbers are in, and they are still
unacceptable. Our national bias
against women in the workplace
must change.

CCoommmmeenntt && AAnnaallyyssiiss

The University essay feedback
forms, originally designed to
facilitate the provision of

comments for tutors, have always
been a source of amusement. The
tick boxes are, quite frankly hilari-
ous.

Yes, I know that 65 and over
is acceptable and under 65 is not,
but why does an essay deemed
acceptable receive numerous
‘needs improvement’ ticks while a
frankly appalling essay gets mostly
‘acceptable’s? One Politics student
was entirely baffled to discover a
completely blank form. 

When she contacted the mod-
ule leader she was told that he had
no idea and that he hadn’t marked

them: “could be anyone, really.”
But he was the only one who
taught the module? Apparently,
that was not the point. This is not
exactly the support one expects
when paying £3,000 a year. 

It is becoming increasingly
clear that there is no correlation
between good marks and good
work. We are told that some mod-
ules have different standards and
that is just the way it is. Accept it.
However, the release of the data
surveying degree classifications
suggests that this is not just a
problem between a few History of
Art or Economics modules but an
issue spanning all subjects.

As more and more people

embark on higher education cours-
es studying increasingly dubious
degrees, it is difficult to escape
from the fact that a university

degree has become devalued. As a
young academic body, we are par-
ticularly vulnerable to this. Our

University must address the dis-
parity between the percentages of
people likely to get a particular
degree classification if they wish to
continue being seen as a reputable
institution. 

A degree from York should be
an achievement. This is impossible
if we believe that, for example, as a
Music student we are entitled to a
top grade or, as a Management
student, it is quite unlikely that we
will ever achieve a 2.1. 

Hes Hall will probably point
to differences in the standards of
students and accuse departments
of marking either too easily or too
firmly. The finger will be pointed
at us for expecting too much, for

being greedy, and for feeling we
deserve that top grade. However,
this is not the case. We do not
expect a free ride but we do expect
consistency and fairness. At the
moment, the University of York
fails to offer us both.

Perhaps the real issue is that
we no longer trust the University
to be on our side. Recent examina-
tion issues (and the lack of action)
has only confirmed this. How are
we expected to trust departments
when they give us an unexpected
exam and tell us to just get on with
it? As members of this institution,
we have rights and it is time that
we demanded them and the
University started respecting these. 

Camilla
Jenkins
MUSE
Editor

Students deserve academic justice

“we do not
expect a free ride
but we do
expect 
consistency”

While the University must
solve its gender difficulties,
we must also address our
institutional issues at a
national level to see true
progress.

Ben
Gascoyne
Comment
Editor
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AsFacebook statuses about
‘Junior Apprentice’ steadily
clogged my newsfeed, my

anticipation for a quiet hour alone
with iPlayer and a strawberry Frijj
became ever increasing. In previous
years, I have been a slave to ‘The
Apprentice’. Many a night have I
spent shackled to the sofa with
housemates, watching the
inevitable media-friendly relation-
ships artificially blossom, and snick-
ering away over Cassetteboy’s remix
of Alan Sugar (“I won an egg and
spoon race once”, “I got a B in
GCSE French”) to satisfy me during
the interim between series.

In fact, it’s with this kind of
enthusiasm that I approached the
Junior version, rounding up my
friends to come and join, insisting
that “it’s meant to be REALLY
good” to anyone who’d listen.

And it was. Nothing is funnier
than watching some self-important,
loud-mouthed, egocentric numpty
fall from the height they created for
themselves, and I don’t believe you
if you say that’s not part of the
enjoyment in it. ‘The Apprentice’ is
popular mainly because, firstly, peo-
ple love to think that they could do
better than said contestants, and
everyone loves seeing some over-
confident, seemingly arrogant and
unshakable contestant’s demise at
the end – the graceful thank you to
Sir Alan for the opportunity, or even
better the Machiavellian sneer to
the remaining few, all topped off by
the wheely suitcase walk of shame.
It reminds us that everyone’s
human, and makes for some pretty
entertaining shenanigans.

Yet something was holding me
back from my usual plethora of TV
heckles. The fact is that ‘Junior
Apprentice’ comes pretty close to
exploitation of children, and I did-
n’t feel comfortable watching it.

Yes, the contestants are as
obnoxious as ever. Bossy and patro-
nising, there’s little to distinguish
them from those of years past, apart
from the fact that well, they’re just
kids. Is it really right for us to be
laughing at them? Perhaps. I cer-
tainly would not criticise anyone for

enjoying something that was
intended for enjoyment. What I do
question, however, is the morality of
the program. It seems just a step
too far. Whilst their icy and fool-
proof adult counterparts seem
unlikely to change, everyone goes
through embarrassing phases as a
child. Think back to your younger
years, what was yours? I’ll bet that
whatever your childish obsession,
you probably advertised it loudly to
anyone who’d listen. You’ll also have
escaped the media circus which
these children, whether wittingly or
not, are now involved in, and will be
for the rest of their lives. One of the
contestants, Adam Eliaz, has
already been accused of sexism,

prompting articles that will appear
on Google searches for years to
come. Perhaps it’s different in his
case as he’s 17 and should arguably
know better, but can the same be
said for the rest of his competition?

This comes at the same time
as Katie Price has launched her new
make up range for children, first
made controversial when the pic-
tures of her two year old daughter
wearing false eyelashes, eyeshadow
and lipstick, were released online.

I’m not trying to be hysterical
about this – I’m all for children set-
ting up ruthlessly competitive
lemonade stalls, and for girls to play
with their mummy’s make up when
they’re little, if that’s what they
want to do. What I’m not for, how-
ever, is this growing inclination to
capitalise on it. Children will always
be prone to mimicking adult behav-
iour, in some cases better than oth-
ers. Indeed, some of the children on
‘Junior Apprentice’ are arguably no
longer children in any event. But
then there remains the few who are.

Society seems to be growing
towards a tendency for children to
become more ‘adult’, and the playful
tone of boys pretending to be like
their daddies is gone. Personally,
I’m hanging on to my final year of
University as one more year of free-
dom, and would advocate those still
at school to do the same while they
can. As entertaining as it is, the
‘Junior Apprentice’ is symptomatic
of a society which is striving to
profit from children, whatever the
cost. So, just like lovely old
Margaret who has now gone to
study papyrology, I’m out.

Whilst a few of the arguments opposing the construction of a 6,000
person capacity stadium near the University are undeniably founded on
some levels, the positive ramifications of such a structure are undeniably
greater. The social and economic benefits far outweigh the negatives.

The Heslington East development is just that - a development. It would
be almost hypocritical of the University to suggest that further controlled
growth is a bad thing. A new stadium would provide, first and foremost, a
suitable and excellent sports facility. The University of York’s current situa-
tion in sporting facilities is not particularly terrible, but we stand to gain so
much more. Indeed, York’s sporting performance could also potentially
stand to benefit. Spatially, the stadium would also create another, more
modern and vast venue for University events.

The stadiumwould encourage infrastructural development, making the
area more nodal and accessible, allowing us to further eschew a pre-con-
ceived delightful backwater status. In addition, this would cut £2m off the
cost of University swimming pool.

Development is necessary if we are to continue excelling as a world top
100 university. Modernisation and progression is key for our institution, and
we would be silly to ignore it.
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If there is one thing that York normally seems to excel in, it is diversity.
While academic standards, facilities and funding are often questioned and
debated, one thing that York had always seemed secure in was the balanced
and equal distribution of students, ethnicities and religions across campus.

The new information regarding the distribution of female academics
then comes as something of a shock. The violent reaction of many female
staff who spoke to Nouse, but who refused to officially comment, clearly
exposed an underlying problem which has plainly been troubling York for
very many years. While statistics can often be used to demonstrate whatev-
er the user wants, a vast quantity of personal testamonies cannot, and should
not be ignored.

Yet, as seems to happen so often at York, the University have been well
aware of the problem for decades, and yet continue to remain strong in their
antique attitudes and refusal to change. They have openly admitted that they
have not been doing enough, and they are right - they aren’t. While many
counter arguments exist as to why York is not doing better in certain areas
as a University, there really is no excuse for their shortcomings in this area.

It is easy to see how the University have got themselves into this posi-
tion. Adapting timetables to accommodate working parents as well as joint-
honours students and awkward lecturers is always going to cause somewhat
of a headache for those behind the administration, and they have clearly
taken the easy way out for far too long, prioritising male over female staff for
the sake of simplicity if nothing else. Even those departments who do strive
to try and readdress the gender imbalance face difficulties, as the University
nursery is yet another neglected and insufficient service under their charge.
With ridiculously high competition for places, and waiting lists as long as
your arm, it seems suprising that any female academics manage to work at
our institution at all.

The work of Charlie Leyland and other members of YUSU in this field,
as well as certain departments, is admirable, but unless the University is pre-
pared to make genuine efforts to improve in this area, their efforts are ulti-
mately futile.

Students come to University with the primary objective to work
towards gaining a formidable degree qualification. We pay, after all, over
£3,000 per year for our tuition. Contrary to popular belief in the ‘student
life’ culture of binge drinking, endless partying and getting next to no sleep,
there comes a time in every student’s life – this will resonate strongly with
current third-years finishing their final dissertations and examinations, no
doubt – where degree work becomes a priority.

At the University of York, entry level requirements are generally of the
highest standards; academic expectations strive for Oxbridge levels of excel-
lence; and the pressure to appear ‘intelligent’ comes not only from academ-
ic staff, but other students who also give the illusion of super-human intel-
lect. For a University such as ours, then, the least we may expect is an equal-
ly high standard of academic conduct and provisions in return.

In the past week in particular, this has proven to be far from the case.
The simultaneous coincidence of many substandard examples of academic
misconduct on the University’s behalf leads to what this newspaper can only
term questionable academic standards.

It is both alarming and disappointing to contemplate the misfortunes
which may unexpectedly befall our studies at the University of York. Charlie
Leyland, YUSU Academic Affairs Sabbatical Officer, one of the key – and
most importantly, accessible – points of support for students in academic
distress can only act on students’ complaints about the difficulties of their
degree courses if we assume the role of active informants. Without our
objections the Union have no grounds to take steps towards filing official
complaints to the University, on our behalf. But why should students have to
point out blatant mistakes made by academic staff and Higher Education
bodies? For instance, the sheer existence of poorly worded Economics exam-
ination paper is a prime example of the type of error which we should not
have to contemplate, let alone deal with.

NOUSE
Est. 1964

Nouse, Grimston House, University of York,YO10 5DD
editor@nouse.co.uk

University is a place where we
are taught how to be sophis-
ticated adults, where we are

able to make choices for ourselves
and where we are encouraged to
explore the subjects we enjoy study-
ing. However, some departments
have seen fit to side step all of these
values as they use pre-historic mod-
ule choice methods.

Both the History of Art depart-
ment and Management department
force their students to drop their
new ‘sophisticated adult’ act as they
are forced to join a riotous queue to
choose their modules. The availabil-
ity of choice is also snatched from
under their noses, as they simply
have to choose what is left depend-
ing on how far down the queue they
are. Even the enjoyment is sucked
out of the subject as many students
end up studying topics they are not
even interested in.

It is not even like other depart-
ments use super-confusing-hi-tech-
chip-and-pin systems where every-
one studying English accidentally
ends up choosing Maths modules.
They simply use reliable pen and
paper. All you have to do is tick a
box and sign your name and next
term you end up in the class you
chose. It’s not exactly advanced.

The system of having to queue
up for your modules reminds me of
the queues you see outside HMV
the morning before festival tickets
go on sale or the next greatest
games console gets unleashed upon
the world. Of course, the difference
here is a festival ticket is not com-
pulsory whereas module choices
are. Also, the customers don’t spend
the money until they have the prod-
uct in their hand; we have already
paid the University and yet we still
don’t get full control over our
course.

Many students are rumoured
to have arrived in the early hours of
the morning. One History of Art
student arrived an hour and a half
early and was still number 47 in the
queue. Unlike festival tickets there
is no buzz of excitement only rows
of anxious faces as students see
their desired module fill up. Of
course, there are problems with the
alternatives to queues; everybody at
York learned that lesson very well
earlier this month. But surely turn-
ing up two hours early is just frus-
trating for everyone involved.

I am sure that tutors and lec-
turers don’t appreciate having a
class full of students who didn’t
even choose their module. No one
wants spend a term trying to
enthuse students about a topic they
care nothing for and will probably
end up moaning about to their
friends.

The departments need to take
responsibility for the organisation
of the students rather than the stu-
dents having to waste hours of their
days organising themselves into an
orderly queue.

Module choice
catastrophe

Hannah
Clugston

Troubling television from the
Junior version of Apprentice

Time to revise your practices

www.ey.com/uk/careers

“Nothing is funnier
than watching
some loud-
mouthed,
egocentric numpty”

Back in November, before this
team’s first edition of Nouse,
my able Deputy and I trekked

down to Halifax in search of interna-
tional students in the name of
research. We invited ourselves into
various houses and thrust a dicta-
phone into the faces of a few unsus-
pecting students to ask what their
plans were for the Christmas holi-
days. A couple revealed plans to jet
off to some exotic locations, but the
majority admitted they were staying
behind in York with little planned.
This was quite eye-opening, and it
was a shock to realise that there are
very few provisions in place for
international students, who almost
certainly have a different experience
to those who have grown up in
Britain throughout their life.

So I welcome the proposal that
that an International Students
Committee be added to the Union
Council, alongside the new part-
time International Students Officer
role.

It is uncomfortably easy to gen-
eralise when talking about interna-
tional students, and people fre-
quently stereoptype those from

abroad with little care or considera-
tion. It is this kind of stereotyping
that YUSU should be aiming to
break down.

If there is an officer in place to
deal with issues affecting interna-
tional students, hopefully any hint of
segregation will be lessened. With
proper representation, YUSU will be
encouraged to make further provi-

sions for international students,
improving involvement within the
University community.

When freshers discover they are
to live with international students,
they should not act with hesitance,
as I fear currently happens.
University is supposed to be about
getting to know people from all

walks of life and all kinds of places.
The differences between us all
should be celebrated.

Those who conclude that this
move has been made due the fees
paid by international students are
certainly unfair. Yes, they pay more
money than home students, and the
costs can rise to £36,000 (which is,
quite frankly, staggering). But the
fact that they contribute more
money to the University’s ever-
increasing black hole of funds
should not be a reason for their
increased representation within
YUSU. All students should be enti-
tled to the same amount of represen-
tation, regardless of the fees they
contribute. It can be difficult for
international students; they may
have a completely different set of
worries to home students. It seems
they can sometimes just be swept
under the carpet as a problem that is
too difficult to deal with.

The International Students
Office estimates over 20 per cent of
the University population fall under
their remit. With this in mind, it
seems strange that such a move has-
n’t been made before.

Camilla
Apcar

Deputy
Comment
Editor

Icannot emphasise my disinter-est in sports enough. This is
largely due to a general sporting

ineptitude. The thought of match
days – whether that be football,
rugby, tennis – fills me with as
much excitement as a being faced
with an Excel spreadsheet full of
statistics on the annual expenditure
of a paper production company.
And yet, I find myself excited about
the potential of a football stadium
being built near the Hes. East cam-
pus.

“You are contradicting your-
self!” I hear you cry. But really –
there are numerous benefits, even
for those who are thoroughly disin-
terested in the sporting world. To
start, it would mean that we could
actually have a venue for the
Freshers’ and Summer Balls, in
close proximity to campus, which
acts would consider a ‘valid’ venue
to turn up to perform at. If we can
secure the attendance of a headlin-
ing act, surely that’s a win-win situ-
ation? If, like myself, you didn’t
stick around long enough to see
Ironik grace the Racecourse stage
as a replacement for Wiley, Eoghan
Quigg remains the Freshers’ Ball
headliner that we all conveniently
glazed over when telling the tale of
Freshers’ Week to friends back
home. The potential of that alone
honestly makes me near jubilous.

University of York students
could also use the York City
Stadium facilities, a fantastic
prospect given the state of our
sports centre. The conference
rooms would be beneficial as well;
perhaps a partnership with the sta-
dium would mean that some of the

summer conferences could be held
there and our term dates can be
normalised, and no more watching
as friends flock back across the
country, whilst still sitting at home.

The University “blocked” the
proposal made by the Council to
consider building the stadium near
the Heslington East campus. For
whatever reason, perhaps they
haven’t fully considered the positive
qualities the stadium would bring
to the University. Although it would
not be built on Hes. East itself, they
would undoubtedly advertise it in
the prospectus as an asset of attend-
ing the University of York. They
manage to promote the city’s ‘St.
Nicholas Fayre’ as a plus point
about the University, so a stadium
would surely do wonders for the
university’s status.

At the UGM last Thursday,
things got a little heated over this
motion. Disagreement amongst
Union Officers (Democracy and
Services and Student Activities vs

President and York Sport President-
elect) and other students made a
painstakingly long agenda bearable.
The opposition to the stadium gen-
erally noted that it would be
extremely “detrimental to the lives
of students on campus”, but that’s
overly cynical and conservative. It
chiefly focuses on avoiding negativi-
ty over the potential for positive
improvements to our own universi-
ty.

Of course, all of these plans
and proposals are, unfortunately,
only hypothetical. If the main
grounds for objection remain based
upon the disruption of on-campus
students, then that evaluation needs
a dose of perspective. I have been
informed that most major matches
are played on weekends, therefore
the stadium would only affect the
summer term exam study period in
terms of noise pollution.

Surely putting up with a bit of
noise is worth avoiding another ter-
rible lineup for the Balls, no?

Liv
Evans

“University is
supposed to be
about getting to
know people from
all walks of life”

A redesigned page
and regular columnists
fromWeek 6 at
nouse.co.uk/comment

The Apprentice is fantastic
television, but a kids’
version raises serious ethi-
cal concerns.

MAXINE MUTTEN

CHARLOTTE FAIRCLOUGH

Charlotte
Hogarth-Jones

Editor

International students deserve
far more attention from YUSU

Missing out on the stadium
would be scoring an own goal

Pay more attention

Football could save our finances
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8am Monday morning: I am listening to a rousing conversation about the differences between the way men and
women talk about sex. Apparently, women like to describe things in intimate detail (“and then he ran his fingers
down my...”) whereas men prefer the “waaaahey... tits” form of communication. Not that we’re reverting to stereo-
types or anything. Everyone has their conjugal priorities and it seems that, in this office, good grooming is para-
mount. Ironic really, considering none of us have showered for a good 48 hours. Anyway,  I digress. 

Striding (let’s be honest, driving) home after production weekend is sweet. For the past week, everything has been
dedicated to creating the 24 pages you are about to read and it is finally finished. The sleep on Monday night is the
sleep of the victorious, the sleep of someone who has overcome obstacles (lazy freshers, corrupt files, no Frubes, etc.)
and still succeeded. I have been known to announce to my housemates on my return: “ I am drinking from the keg of
glory... - bring me the finest muffins and bagels in all the land! Stat.” (WW). They generally ignore me. 

However, after wallowing in my stamina and skill for a few hours, the tidal wave of reality hits. Suddenly, it’s no longer
enough that you’ve produced an edition. Friends need seeing, significant others need attention and you’re going to
have to say something in a seminar eventually. This is the first wave. Then comes the second: demands for nights out,
essays, house food shopping trips, grandparents’ emails, internship applications and it’s exam season for the second
time this term. All the things you have studiously been avoiding come crashing down. You need that keg back.
Please?

Now:  L’OB’s final feature (or is it?) M6-7, Liv attempts to culture campus and Features have a field trip M8-9, Lawson
says it’s not about money, it’s about class M11, fashion fairies Sofia and Tess work their magic M12-17, Arts come up
trumps M18-19, Music proves there’s more to be discovered at other festivals rather than sell-outs like Glastonbury or
V M20-21, Randall returns and we finally discover a good sushi resturant in York M23. Bam. 
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Forget Summer Ball and the
impending graduation cere-
mony, there is one thing that

can’t come quickly enough: the
Facebook cull is coming. The days
of an unadulterated stream of vac-
uous nonsense are numbered. 

Fazzy-B, as my housemate
refers to it, is the ultimate addic-
tion, and we all need some rehab.
Excitement, intrigue, drama, love,
loss and – of course – unmitigated
voyeurism are a mere click away.
It’s like an always-on episode of
‘Glee’, but with far uglier people.

A friend of mine remarked this
week that without Facebook, she
never would have known of the
YUSU by-elections. Campus
democracy aside, my social calen-
dar would be positively bare with-
out FB’s trusty events. Imagine my
dismay, for example, if I had missed
‘Menstruation: A blessing or a
curse’, in virtue of not logging in?
Bloody nightmare.

Some final years, before send-
ing a plethora of Graduate Scheme
applications, battened down the
hatches of their profile privacy,
concealing photos of themselves
dressed as cavewomen or strawpe-
doing bottles of Sauv Blanc from
the eyes of would-be employees. 

As Mark Zuckerburg trans-
formed from social networking
God to data-stealing scoundrel,
City monkeys in the making made
the tough choice to hide photos of
their exposed genitals while sacri-
ficing their ability to be searched by
the hot fresher they met in Ziggys. 

Yet this is just the tip of the
iceberg. Embarrassing photo-
graphs and groups named after
borderline racist jokes that you

probably shouldn’t have joined in
the first place might hobble you at
Ernst and Young’s candidate
research stage, but the real danger
lies after July 3rd: How are you
going to give up?

Let’s not beat about the bush.
You know the annoying uncle who
keeps trying to add you as a friend,
or the 24-year-old that you once
kissed at Gallery who now spends
his entire time commenting on
your statuses? That’s you very soon.  

A close friend of mine
attemped to go cold turkey in
preparation last week by shutting
down his account. Did it work? No.
Unable to restrain his desires, he
logged in using his pet dog’s
account that is friends with his
housemates, and got his fix that
way. He lived vicariously through A
DOG. Be afraid, be very afraid.

Some people seem unable to
exist without telling everyone else
exactly what that existence entails.
It’s like a Saussurian nightmare.

Take, for example, a friend of
mine who continually posts snip-
pets of her essay during its writing.
Congratulating yourself on particu-
larly pretentious sentence con-
structions aloud is acceptable,
though rather socially awkward.
Stating them on Facebook borders
on unbearable.

How will they cope in their
first job? Should I expect statuses
such as ‘Writing an email: “I feel
today’s meeting was catatonically
constructive, and a cacophony of
creative concepts were concluded”’
or ‘Went for a meeting today. Was
positively Baudelarian’? 

Other students at York have
also embraced Foursquare with

similarly regrettable aplomb: a
mobile app that updates your status
to tell others where you are. So-and-
so is at Roger Kirk, etc. Unless your
promotion plot involves a campaign
to be elected Majo-Domo of the
photocopier, that habit will have to
be consigned to the graveyard of
social networking too.

And then there’s FitFinder,
that sinister yet undeniably hilari-
ous bastard child of the Facebook
generation. That has got to go too:

‘Staff Canteen (Second Floor)
Female, Brunette Hair, Head of
Finance in super-hot pencil skirt
and a rack just begging to be let
free from that blouse. I’d stuff your
envelope anytime’ is only going to
get you a date with a P45.

Hanging up the keyboard
gloves won’t be easy. Blind to M’s
meandering tales of random
acquaintances, ignorant of T’s
politically provocative statuses and
unable to view D’s photos of her

fifth night out that week, will I drift
in a world of disconnectedness?

Or will I realise that the 1,200
friends that I’ve somehow accumu-
lated over three years of University
makes me unselective rather than
popular, having a good night out
with friends shouldn’t end with 3am
photo tagging, and that ‘liking’ a sta-
tus is a wholly unsuitable way to cel-
ebrate someone’s engagement?

Diary and add ress book in
hand, perhaps I’ll start that cull early.

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Henry James Foy

“So who’s going in Charlotte’s car?” “NOT
ME!” exclaim roughly 90% of the people
around me, with a haste which is little short
of insulting.

“Why not Charlotte?” asks lovely, naive
Helen. She works for Kids’ Camp and col-
lects family friendly, heartwarming
Christmas films. She oozes charity and just
general insane niceness from every pore.
Mwhahahahaha FOOL! I cackle to myself in
my head a la Cruella De Vil.

Lovely Helen hops into the passenger
seat, too polite to question the plethora of
cumbersome objects heaving upon her dain-
ty feet: a ‘good size’ casserole pot, doorstep
version of ‘The Fairie Queene’, and collection
of appallingly bad CDs. I’ll admit that I’m
proud of the five minute journey from my
house to the Co-Op. My long suffering
voiture and I made contact with neither
‘friendly couple in love (avec chien)’, ‘unex-
pected street furniture’ or the ‘confusing
cycle lane bit’. Indeed, as lovely Helen and I
embarked for the return flight, I was feeling
more than a little cocky at my Torville and
Dean-esque grace. “I am a natural at driving
actually,” I thought to myself. “I am actually
probably better than the Stig!”

I swing back into reverse with a final
flourish from my parking space, chatting to
lovely Helen at the same time to prove my
combinative talents and dexterity. “This is
easy,” I think to myself, “as the parking sen-
sors always do this bit for me,” crying
“wheyyy!” as I swoop round… steadily, and at
some speed, into a very small, hard, metal

post, baring the paint stains of many previ-
ous happy-go-lucky drivers. “I think you
might have hit something,” Helen meekly
suggests. My car resembles something out of
Scrapheap Challenge. “Yessss….”

At a summer picnic and in a Famous Five,
spur of the moment type mood. I’ll admit
that it’s a long time since I’ve played any kind
of competitive sport, other than the occa-
sional dance off at Willow, OBV.
Nevertheless, someone proffers a football
and in a sudden spurt of enthusiasm I think,
“yeah, why the hell not?!”. My friend Ali
Clark makes the schoolboy error of not
removing his shoes, and ends up doing some
hilarious, revolutionary version of the Cha-
Cha Slide. Similarly, others expose their

Jeeves-like tendencies, poshly prof-

fering, “no, no, after you old boy” in what I
assume are supposed to be ruthless, carnal
tackles to the death. Indeed, I fancy that I’m
actually doing OK-ish: “maybe I am the next
Miss.Bend It Like Beckham after all.” Sadly
my team players were a little less enthusias-
tic. “I’ve never seen someone cover so little of
the pitch,” one plucky chap commented. “You
literally didn’t go outside two metres squared
for the majority of the match.” “But isn’t the
idea to cover a very small area of grass but
really, really well?” I suggest. “No.” “Ah.” 

I’ve embarked on a little vegetarian experi-
ment recently. Picnics, I have discovered, are
one of the worst social occasions for those
who are only being vegetarian for a tenner,
and very grudgingly at that. Pork pies, parma
ham, smoked salmon, a delicate Brussels

paté –
n o n e
o f
these
e v en

vaguely compare to *spit* Quorn, which I am
convinced is actually just made from recy-
cled beer mat. Luckily I have some excellent,
long suffering pals, who put up not only with
my questionable driving but also with my
bizarre gourmet forays with few jibes.

From within an M&S bag they produce
a shining beacon, both of them lifting it in all
its shiny packaging, holding it up to catch the
rays of the sun, creating an almost biblical
moment. “What is it?” I whisper.

There’s a dramatic pause and a long
inhalation of breath. “It’s…..a quiche”.

Suddenly, I am filled with dread. There
is very little I don’t eat. Here is my list: por-
ridge (I am no Goldilocks), and things which
taste and feel like egg. “I’m so, so sorry,” I
plead with them, with a seriousness of tone
that would suggest I’d just leaked a Paris
Hilton-esque tape of them to their respective
graduate employers, or launched an arson
attack on their flat.

“It’s ok,” they kindly reply, lowering both
their eyes and the shamed quiche to the floor.
It’s been a trying week - vegetarianism has
not been the taste-bud liberation I had envis-
aged, due to a vehement bought of flu. 

This is the final implosion. “EUURGHH
WHAT HAVE I BECOME?!” I exclaim loud-
ly on Heslington field and clasping my hands
to my fringe. 

As well as relieving my angst, I unfortu-
nately seem to prompt many a happy barbe-
quer to swing round, delighted to see some
kind of open air Shakespeare performance…
sorry folks, it’s only till Tuesday...

   Social pariah: Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

“Some people seem unable to exist without telling everybody
exactly what that existence entails. It’s a Saussurian nightmare”



1946.The year the bikini was invent-
ed by a fashion designer.We fig-
ured we’d start at the very begin-

ning. It is the very best place to start.

30 sq. inches.The amount of fabric
that the very first bikini consisted
of. Practically modest by today’s

standards! Just look at the “shorts”
worn in The Courtyard.

1950s.The year in which it was
decided that nude photos were
not pornographic if they did not

show pubic hair. This led to the so-
called “pubic wars”between Penthouse
and Playboy. Google to find out more.

60%.The percentage of the Nouse
office girls who have sunbathed
topless. One bikini between two,

anyone? Shot gun the bottom half...

26.The number of members of the
‘Mankini Revolution News’ commu-
nity. Apparently, it’s part of the

male sexual revolution. I personally
think it is objectification of men.
Something should be done.

180.The number of pages devoted
to bikinis in the 25th anniversary
edition of Sports Illustrated.These

clever chappies made scantily clad

women acceptable on coffee tables
everywhere. And a generation of Nouse
sports editors have been thanking
them ever since...

50%.What I got in the string bikini
quiz. Questions were tricky:What is
a string bikini’s nickname? Stand-in

Deputy Numbers and I went for nanga
nanga. Fun to say, even more fun to
watch fall off.

1960s.The decade in which the
song ‘itsy bitsy, teeny weeny, yel-
low polka dot bikini’was made

famous. Incidentally, I’m always tempt-
ed to sing ‘who wears short shorts’
when bumping into certain male
friends.You know who you are.

2,327.The number of people who
viewed the ‘bikini chick’ video on
‘American Idol’.Yes, she did get

through. No, she was not good. But she
did pivot halfway through to allow Mr.
Cowell a cheeky glance.

1.The number of bikini quotes dis-
covered by Numbers Research:“A
bikini is like a statistic, what it

reveals is suggestive, but what it con-
ceals is vital.”We take the same
approach here at Numbers HQ. Can’t
you tell?
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The Nouse Crossword

MA/PhD student (12)

Memorable saying (5)

Process of Ovum release (7)

Type of performance-enhancing steroid (8)

Appease, allay fears (7)

Hanging rock formations found in caves (11)

French city - Leg Boner (anag) (8)

Former Transport Minister (6)

Formal French second person pronoun (4)

Stretch of DNA code (4)

Variety of Sherry (11)

Nutured young pretenders (8)

______ & Son, ‘60s British Sitcom  (7)

Zimbabwean capital (6)

Rubber wheel surround (4)

____ War, colonial South African conflict (4)

1.

7.

8.

10.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

9.

12.

15.

16.

17.

19.

Capital of Togo (4)

Lauds, glorifies (6)

Murderer of Caesar (Shakespeare) (6)

Second President of Former Yugoslavia (4)

French lozenge (8)

Viral rash affecting young children (7)

US President and Union Civil War General (5)

Kissable Irish tourist attraction (7,5)

11.

13.

14.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

The Nouse Sudoku

So-called life: Liam O’Brien

Bikinis by 
numbers

1 2 3 4

6

7 8 9

10 11

12

1413 15

16

17 18

20 21

19

22

Across

Down
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The advent of Freeview has increasing-
ly meant that my life away from home
is dictated by the TV schedule. A par-
ticular favourite of mine at the
moment is the brace of apparently
well-meaning, but hilariously exploita-
tive documentaries.

Most are deliberately awful: the
producers cannot really claim to be
‘exposing the truth’ or ‘digging deeper’,
because as soon as you whack your
cameras somewhere a bit common, the
sheer ignorance of our populace
ensures good entertainment. A fort-
night ago, recently ‘out’ rugby player
Gareth Thomas fronted a programme
in which Man City football fans were
asked how they would feel about a gay
player in their team, to a chorus of,
“Backs to’t wall lads!”. The gold stan-
dard in this field occurred semi-acci-
dentally, when large parts of the north
of England flooded. The denizens of
Hull, bless them, were asked by broad-
cast journalists how they felt about the
state of their homes: “We didn’t even
have insurance,” they said,
“I’ve got four children in
this flat, what am I sup-
posed to do?” Some
hoped, after water
covered the city for
weeks, that its host
virus had been
washed away.

For those on-
campus readers
without a television –
fear not! YouTube has a
plethora of popcorn-wor-
thy moments: a search of
‘Wife Swap USA’ will bring up
the delightful Guastaferro family.
Pageant Princess Alecia, unable to spell
‘America’, receives a gift every day from
the year-round Christmas tree. Watch
how her parents marvel at her
“sparkling” and being a “gorgeous peo-
ple”. A recent Panorama production
focusing on children’s health in
Liverpool saw one infant muse, “Now
[after a healthy eating course] I know
I’ve got to oven cook my turkey drum-
mers, not put them in the deep fat

fryer”. For those who like to see US
exports early, I heartily recommend
Jamie Oliver’s Food Revolution. The
only person taking it with any degree of
seriousness is the host himself. “HERE
IS A COFFIN!!” he cries at some large
West Virginians; “PUT THAT CHIPO-
TLE CHICKEN DOWN!!!” he wails at
shamefaced, diabetic mothers who
feed their spawn a diet exclusively
composed of BBQ boneless wings and
Wendy’s triple stacks.

Every so often, though, the pro-
gramme makers do construct some-
thing a bit special. ‘The Boy whose Skin
Fell Off ’ is a famously brilliant piece of
televsion featuring Jonny Kennedy, a
now deceased sufferer of Dystrophic
Epidermolysis Bullosa. We saw Jonny
plan his own funeral to the smallest
detail, and unflinchingly reveal his
father’s cruelty. Alas, Channel 4’s
Bodyshock series often falls short. Past
programme titles include
‘Megatumour’, ‘The Girl who Cries

Blood’, with tonight’s 10pm
installment dubbed
‘The Twins who
Share a Brain”.
Ne v e r t h e l e s s ,
check 4OD for

‘My daugh-
ter, the
Mermaid’, a
w h o l l y
e s s e n t i a l
piece of work
f e a t u r i n g

Shiloh, 10, who
was born with her

legs fused together.
It brought this cynic to

tears. Shiloh, who talks in a mature
Southern drawl, goes to a five-day
camp for disabled children. She feels
uncomfortable and isolated. Already
hiding her frustrations at the half-hour
circus of having her colostomy pouch
changed, another disabled child tells
her, in that sort of rehearsed, American
way, “By the time it gets to the end, you
won’t want to leave.” 

Shiloh smells the bullshit; she
sinks her head and relents, “yeah”. 



Ernst and Young still have graduate jobs available for September 2010.
Apply online at www.ey.com.uk/careers
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Getting the ‘Fred’
Finish

After designing Gaga’s infamous Telephone hat, Fred Butler’s
star is on the rise. Liam O’Brien asks just how you

turn paper and plastics into fashion. 

Making a fashion shoot look
decent is a fine art. Of course,
getting a good stylist (expen-

sive) and working alongside the best
artsy photographers London has to
offer (very expensive) is a start, but as
editorial cutbacks grow in today’s fash-
ion industry, editors are using home-
grown talent to produce bizarre yet
delightful pieces to add humour to
shoots and to avoid both the cost and
monotony of another beautiful spread
that could, like so many others, be
entitled “here is a beach at 7pm”.

Fred Butler first came to this con-
tributor’s attention as I was flicking
through the leftfield monthlies Dazed
and Confused and iD (not so monthly
any more). Lo and behold, some mar-
vellous accessories and headwear that
took the harsh, prism shape, and made
it into something playful and tactile: a
thousand colourful prisms and textile
ephemera all sort of jumbled together
in a jocular spirit, hanging beautifully
nevertheless off the models’ bodies.
Though Butler’s designs keep evolving,
I can still spot one of her pieces a mile
off.

Butler graduated in Fashion
Design from the University of
Brighton in 2003, immediately setting
to work on her unique line of bespoke
pieces. While she was a student, how-
ever, other fancies occupied her mind,
and she admits: “I spent more time
making props and clothes for parties
than doing the degree.”

The longest I ever spent forging a
costume from cheapo Boyes material
was two hours making a black jump-
suit for Toga D, so I wondered how
making outfits for just a few occasions
took up so much time. Clearly, Butler
was not engaging in normal fancy
dress: “The most fun was a ‘Rainbow

Brite’ doll costume. I used a stiff silver
ironing board cover from the £1 shop,
which was the perfect fabric, and
sewed covers for my buffalo platform
sneakers. I reused that look in a compe-
tition on SHOWstudio [a fashion web-
site specializing in live coverage of cat-

walk events] for which I won a Nick
Knight print of Leigh Bowery and later
became a contributor for SHOW. So in
retrospect it turned out the parties paid
off better than the qualification!”

Her personal style has retained the
spontaneous nature of the student

dress code, yet gained immeasurably in
sophistication: Butler is a regular on
fashion street style blogs, including
Vogue.com. In spite of this, she claims
to hate shopping.

“I can’t ever legitimize spending
money or time on the activity. Luckily,
clothes find me. As my wardrobe is
split into monochromatic looks I know
what items I need to acquire to com-
plete an outfit. If I ever spot them I just
snap them up. The other amazing luck
I have is that I get beautiful clothes
donated to me from designers who are
friends. I love being an ambassador to
spread the word of incredible talent by
wearing it out and about everyday.”

Butler has found a new base in up-
and-coming Dalston, and is now estab-
lished as part of the East End's circuit
of young creatives. Her experiences in
life are integral to the design of each of
her collections, and as such continually
evolve and incorporate new ideas. She
finds a new material to base her con-
cept on every season, and her design
process is informed by hard graft and
experimentation with 3D shapes.
Though her "USP is using anything
unusual", she confesses to "regularly
returning to plastics. My absolute fave
'Fred' finish is a reflective spectrum
irridescent foil." While this particular
foil is often thought of as a low end
product, often adorning tacky
Halloween outfits and petrol station-
bought flowers, its look in Butler's
work is transformed into something
undoubtedly high-end. This choice and
the effect it has are deliberate: "I com-
bine unexpected materials with the use
of craft techniques to create multifac-
eted surfaces. By layering up these tex-
tures my aim is to always produce
shapes and patterns that have never
been seen before, as if they are from

“The hat took four days to make and was very
satisfying to construct. I really geek out about the
technique and high-quality finish. I have one of her t-
shirts with it emblazoned on the front. It’s so surreal!”



Left: Lady Gaga
in the
‘Telephone’
video
Right: Butler
accessories;
images by
Elisha Smith-
Leverock
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another planet."
Having barely left university,

Butler received her first commission
from Kathryn Ferguson, now a director
and curator of the Bird's Eye Fashion
Film Festival at the Institute of
Contemporary Arts: "We were put in
touch through SHOWstudio but later
discovered that I had moved into her
flat in Hackney when she had moved
out! London is a bizarre family tree
with six degrees of separation."
Crossing the threshold of the fashion
industry proper, Butler made some
paper accessories for a Tank Magazine
shoot, and thus began a special rela-
tionship with the fashion press, seeing
her feature in everything from heavy-
weight tomes Vogue and Elle to Wuw
and Parq. Each commission requires
its own schedule: "[It always depends
on] How much time I get given! Most
jobs are very short notice with tight
deadlines. My work is extremely labour
intensive so this just means long days
and little sleep. It’s such a glamorous
job! Sewing to birdsong at dawn cho-
rus…"

When I ask which works Butler is
especially proud of, she declares,
"Everything!" Yet she has a soft spot for
her work with a large London depart-
ment store: "I recently did the window
scheme for the concept store at
Selfridges, which was a real achieve-
ment due to the enormity of the space
to fill." Anyone who has paid even the
hastiest visit to Oxford Street, or
Selfridges' competitors in
Knighstbridge will know that they are
the class of the field in dressing the
windows, turning them into a fully con-
ceptualised fashionscape and the target
of hordes of photographers.

Butler made silver crowns to
adorn the heads of the mannequins,

but "there was no way of checking that
I would like the way it looked until it
was actually installed, which we had to
do overnight whilst the shop was
closed. Thank God it turned out the
way I had imagined it in my mind. It
was a massive responsibility. What an
honour that they trusted me to do
exactly what I liked. Selfridges are a
fantastic team for helping launch new
talent."

Butler's numerous works for styl-
ist supreme Nicola Formichetti led to
the creation of her first iconic work,
and have given her the chance to
springboard into the big leagues. When
Formichetti became Lady Gaga's per-
sonal stylist (you may notice the jump
in the increased 'artsyness' of her out-
fits after he was employed), he began to
involve young British designers in
providing bespoke clothing and
accessories for her consider-
able wardrobe. The result
for Butler was produc-
ing the marvellous
blue Telephone
hat that Gaga
sports when
p o i s o n -

ing every-
one's food in the music video. The
experience clearly thrilled Butler:

"Nicola’s assistant Anna
Trevelyan asked me to make a
telephone hat. I drew up a few
sketches and made the one they
selected in that specific beauti-
ful blue. The whole experi-
ence has been phenome-
nal. So often I make
things and they aren’t
used. It was an unimaginable
surprise to see the press
shots emerging and then
the revelation that it was a

feature of the final edited video. I had
absolutely no idea when I was making
it that it would get such immeasurable
exposure.

"It took four days to make and was
a very satisfying object to work out how
to construct. I really get into geeking
out about the technique and high qual-
ity finish, which I’m thankful for since
seeing the close up shots! Now I have
one of her merchandise t-shirts with
the image emblazoned on the front,
which is so surreal!"

For the moment, Butler is concen-
trating on expanding her bespoke port-
folio while simultaneously constructing
a Spring/Summer 2011 collection that
will be more closely scrutinized than
anything she has ever produced before.
Her collection will be captured in film,
a medium with which saw her gain
accolades in the last round of London
Fashion Week: "I collaborate with
director Elisha Smith-Leverock and
stylist Kim Howells to preview each
collection in a film. Last season we
were appointed Number 1 in the
Business of Fashion's [a popular
website] Top Ten Fashion
Films for our one minute
short, commissioned by
Diane Pernet for her A
Shaded View on
Fashion film festival
selection."

New Gen sponsorship has meant
that Butler can continue to produce a
collection each year, but you feel that
she will soon outgrow this essential
support system for the capital's net-
work of design talent. Butler is grad-

ually building a recognizable brand for
herself, the chief foundations of which
are spontaneity, hard work and the
unique manipulation of a range of
materials. M



Below: Castle
Howard

Left, top: one of
the house’s

many corridors
Left, bottom:

the dining
room
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Stately homes are a very British tra-
dition. Wherever you go in the
country, you’re bound to be within

a stone’s throw of at least a couple of
grand houses or castles, acting as mon-
uments to the complicated history of
this green and pleasant land. 

Indeed, the journalist Sir Simon
Jenkins wrote in a 2003 work entitled
England’s Thousand Best Houses that
“through them we hear the echo of our
collective selves – and remember who
we are”. 

But the future of such grand state-
ly homes has not always been so secure.
When reading Evelyn Waugh’s
Brideshead Revisited (which rather
predictably provided the inspiration for
this piece), it is evident that the story is
almost one long tribute to a particular
stately home and the lifestyle it has cre-
ated. Upon Charles Ryder’s return to
the house during the Second World
War, he laments the advent of an egali-
tarian and featureless world, with no
place for houses like Brideshead. There
was a real fear that in post-war Britain
such houses could be left to decay. 

Still, stately homes have survived,
despite the odds. However, to do this,
their focus has had to change. No
longer can they expect merely to exist
as lavish ornaments to a decadent
lifestyle. To own a stately home is to
belong to an exclusive club; but it is
also to enter a unique sector of busi-
ness, where there is an accepted model
for success, just like any other con-

sumer driven activity. 
As Waugh himself was forced to

add in a 1959 introduction,
“Brideshead today would be open to
trippers, its treasures rearranged by
expert hands and the fabric better
maintained than it was by Lord
Marchmain”.

The Hon. Simon Howard, the cur-
rent owner of Castle Howard, very
much agrees that running a stately
home should nowadays be treated like
running a business, and that it would
be difficult to attract visitors otherwise.
“Castle Howard has been open to the
public ever since it was built, but com-
mercially since 1932, and certainly we
wouldn’t be able to continue unless we
did so. We do consciously think about
how to promote the house – we listen to
what people say about why they come
here. I think people visit because it’s an
important house architecturally and it’s
an attractive place to visit. It’s more
about experiencing the house itself
than experiencing the history.”

But Charles Berkeley, the director
of Berkeley Castle in Gloucestershire,
takes a different view. “I think the main
reason people visit the castle is because
it is an authentic Norman castle built in
the 12th century. It has a dungeon and
a keep, and a lot of the features haven’t
changed over the years. History plays a
major part.” 

This is understandable, given that
Berkeley Castle was the location for the
murder of King Edward II in 1327 and

Delusions of grandeur
What place do historic houses have in the modern world? Liv Evans finds that
stately homes have an enduring appeal and are still relevant in today’s society.

where barons gathered before signing
the Magna Carta in 1215. “It’s unique
because it’s been lived in by the same
family since Anglo-Saxon times.
There’s always been a Berkeley living
there uninterrupted for over 900
years.” Indeed, after The Tower of
London and Windsor, it is the oldest
continuously-occupied castle in
England, and the oldest outright to be
continually owned and occupied by the
same family.

But despite the differences
between the buildings, the emphasis on
treating them as businesses is still
essential. “The castle has been open
now for just over 50 years, and my
father was told by his father that this
was the only way for the family to stay
living here. We very much say it’s a
business; we have to have commercial
ideas both for the castle and the estate
to bring in money. We’ve had to be
more commercial and tougher. You
have to think of major things that will
suit that particular place. I think hav-
ing major events in the grounds and
castle in the future will be the only way
to survive.”

Given that the focus of stately
homes is very much on making money
in order to stay open, do the owners
consciously promote themselves
through being used in TV dramas and
films? In today’s celebrity-obsessed
world, this is a way to engage with peo-
ple who might not otherwise be inter-
ested in stately homes, and it might be

expected that this is a market they
could tap in to. 

Berkeley states that, “it glamorises
the castle a bit [to be used in TV and
film] and shows people what life used
to be like at the castle. But we don’t
overdo it. What you see is what you get,
and we don’t really go out of our way to
attract filming.” But having said that,
he admits, “we have found there have
been small increases in numbers – not
huge – but small increases when we’ve
had TV and drama”.

Castle Howard is irrevocably the
Brideshead of Waugh’s novel. The icon-
ic 1981 TV show remains famous, and a
2008 film adaptation was also filmed
at the house. Howard explains that in
both cases, the film crews approached
him rather than the other way round.
“As far as we’re concerned, we could
never have paid for the advertising that
Brideshead gave us.” Walking round
the house, it is fascinating to see what
parts were restored by the family and
what by the film producers. Wooden
walls were repainted with a marble
effect rather than replacing the
stonework, and a guide informed us
that, once filming ended, some of the
rooms were left with half a wooden
floor. 

However, Howard points out that
any economic benefits come at a cost:
“Because of the productions, we don’t
have that many people coming to see us
as a location. Most producers and
directors take one look and immediate-
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ly associate us as Brideshead, so
we’re not in the running for endless TV
or location work. Some houses specifi-
cally go out into the market for that
sort of thing – they don’t want advertis-
ing because they want film crews to
keep coming back. We, on the other
hand, wanted the reverse.

“But it was thanks to both of them
that we were able to restore some of the
rooms in the house. Not only did we get
cash from them, but we also got help
with the restoration, so it was doubly
efficient from that point of view.”

This is an important point: to
remain open and able to show to the
public, frequent restoration is needed.
Both Berkeley Castle and Castle
Howard face ongoing problems with
things that need replacing; something
part and parcel of owning any house,
but a much more difficult problem with
such old buildings. But such attempts
are crucial if one feels, as both do, that
stately homes have a duty to inform
and educate the public about the eras
they represent. 

Howard states: “Education is
something that we all strive to assist
with in these houses, no matter
whether that is to do with the history or
the fine art or the gardening or archi-
tecture or whatever. We feel we have a
place on the curriculum to add further
value to people’s aspirations.”

I asked both owners if it feels odd
to have their respective family histories
so widely known, and to know that they
too will be added to guide books for
future generations. Both, however, said
that they had grown up with the notion
and were used to it. “It’s probably much

more affecting for my wife, who mar-
ried into it,” says Howard. He continues
tellingly: “She sort of married the
house as well as me. It’s much more dif-
ficult for her, because you are on duty
24 hours a day and seven days a week –
you live on the shop.”

Berkeley goes into more detail. “It
certainly was strange as a child, grow-
ing up there. It was odd to wake up and
then just see people wandering round
the castle or film crews just perched on
the roof. But now I like the fact that
there are people enjoying the castle and
hopefully learning from it, and for me
it’s a great privilege to live in a castle
that’s enjoyed by so many people.”

However, he did not always feel
this way. When he was younger, he
moved away for a time and questioned
whether life at the castle was truly what
he wanted. “It felt a bit suffocating to
be constantly reminded about the cas-
tle wherever I was. I thought, ‘I don’t
really want this, it’s stopping me’. But I
think that was just a period of change.
I wanted to be away from that atmos-
phere, but then I was refreshed and
came back and realised that this was
my future and I was very privileged to
be the custodian of such a place.”

To own such a house is a substan-
tial commitment - it would be almost
impossible to give up and move away,
knowing that your ancestors have lived
there for centuries. Even if both the
owners I spoke to seemed to have
accepted this, it wouldn’t suit everyone.
Such important buildings end up
defining you and can be overpowering.
Not everyone would be able to cope

knowing that their house will have a
much greater impact on people’s lives
than they ever will. The house doesn’t
belong to you: you belong to the house.

Many houses were always open to
the public on a limited scale, including
Castle Howard. Standing at the gates of
the house, staring down the long drive,
it is quite difficult not to be intimidat-
ed. The lavish architecture was
designed with this in mind; the house
was built to show off. But it would be
foolish to forget that, however grand
and impressive, the houses were usual-
ly originally built as homes to live in.

But despite Howard’s and
Berkeley’s best attempts to convince me
that they lead a perfectly normal home
life, this statement is somewhat
destroyed  upon visting Castle Howard.
My industrious Muse Editor was so
sceptical that she enquired whether
they really ate Cheerios in the state din-
ing room. Apparently so. We also made
several not particularly subtle inquiries
as to the number of parties held at the
house. Sadly, we didn’t manage to
wrangle an invite.

But what does the future hold for
these houses, particularly in the reces-
sion? Howard is cautiously optimistic,
as Castle Howard had a record number
of visitors last year, with 230,000 peo-
ple coming through the doors. “The
recession helps us, in a way – last year,
people stayed at home rather than
going abroad, therefore they visited
attractions in this country. But I’m not
quite sure what’s going to happen this
year, I don’t think anybody does. I
think people are not spending the kind
of money they spent before.”

In contrast, things may be harder
for Berkeley Castle, perhaps because it
trades more off its history than the
more high-profile Castle Howard. “It’s
going to be a difficult time. Our visitor
numbers have gone down over the last
few years, even before the recession
really hit, partly because there’s so
much competition out there for things
for people to do and see. We need to do
restoration work, and it’s a question of
borrowing some of the money and
hopefully getting some outside fund-
ing, but it’s not easy. It is a wonderful
place with wonderful history around it,
but there’s no instant cure; there won’t
suddenly be a cheque coming out of
nowhere to do everything. But as long
as we can keep on top of things, I think
the future is good for the castle.”

Stately homes act as symbols for
British history. They are a tangible way
of accessing the past; a house will be
there long after the lives of colourful
characters who populate them have
passed  away into the words of history. 

In Blenheim Palace near Oxford,
there is an inscription on the organ in
the library, which states “in memory of
happy days, as a tribute to this glorious
home, we leave thy voice to speak with-
in these walls in years to come when
ours are still”.   And this is why they are
so important.

Yes, they can be beautiful to look
at but these buildings provide a link
with the past that can perhaps not be
replicated elsewhere. Whilst we still
have such a link, we should not be able
to, and should not want to, forget all
that has gone before in our history. M

“To own such a house is a substantial com-
mitment and such important buildings end
up defining you. The house doesn’t belong
to you: you belong to the house.”



functions as the psychosis manifests
itself.

Being confirmed as mentally ill
was one of the least worrying moments
of my life. In fact, I felt a wave of relief.
Wouldn’t you? This was no admission,
no defeat or surrender. But it was con-
firmation, and in that, freedom.

Remember what I said?
Rationalise. “It’s all in your head.”
“You’re fine.” Yet I felt it, had been feel-
ing it, and that day I saw it. I looked
into the eyes of fear and realised that
some parts of the mind are beyond its
own understanding. This was certainly
beyond mine. I would soon reach out
for help.

This was only the start of things,
and nor was it the end. Many events
had passed before, each a story in their
own that paints the bigger picture and
somewhere in those hides a reason for
all this. And I would yet to begin my
true mental journey; from here on out,
new planes would be handed to me in
the form of pills.

I apologize for trying to put you in
uncomfortable shoes. But we slow
down to see car crashes, heads craned
to see what disasters lay ahead. Why
should this be any different? And here I
present to you my mental crash, told
from within. What more could be more
morbidly fascinating?

I’m no special case here, and I
apologize again for my dramatic tone.
One in four people suffer from some
form of mental disorder, many of these
suffering without help or realisation.
Call it the march of obsessive medicine,
but I care little; I want nobody to suffer
in silence. Reach out and arms will grab
you; pride and fear have no cures. M

still? Hold on to that for me, please.
Take a moment to recollect the focused,
timeless air of it. Repeat it over, if you
need. Hardly pleasant. I apologise. But
it’s all for a good purpose.

To help you further along this path,
let’s be rational here. It’s the amygdalae
and the rostral anterior cingulate cor-
tex. That’s all it is. This corner of your
brain just fires up. All natural. Perfectly
rational. I do what all people rightly do
in situations beyond their control;
rationalise.

But it’s the tremble that starts
slowly from the knees, the involuntary
twitches around your frame, the dull
throbbing pain of your heart, the stom-
ach that churns on and on, the surge of
sickening energy, the breath quickening
faster, faster still, sinews tightening,
body clenching, mind failing and the
fear, that sharp, short, shock of fear.
Hard to keep it all in perspective.

But try. I was at a table, surround-
ed by numerous friends; warm atmos-
phere, conversation and laughter. I pre-
sume you can picture this scene more
readily, and comfortably. Feel free to
stand in my shoes, replace your friends
with mine. Imagine the faces of those
you care for, just relax and let them
smile back at you in your mind. Most of
all, feel safe. Safe, happy and content.
Because I want you to let that fear flow
back into you.

You realise that something is
wrong. You hardly have time to grapple
with this strange new thought, because
it’s growing. That fear. It’s accelerating,
you know. Building up, snowballing.
You clear your throat, your hand shakes.
The shaking is faster, breathing
becomes hard. Your breath has failed,

your mind reacts, raves and races. Each
thought becomes actuality. How have
they not noticed? How are they not feel-
ing this? You look imploringly to them.

Their inhuman eyes turn in their
skulls, dead and glassy, in perfect,
unholy unison, to you.

Of course, none of this is happen-
ing. Rationalise. Close your eyes tight,
that works. Say you feel a little off and
leave, that helps too. Deep, strong
breaths. This one is strong, stronger
than any before, but don’t think that.
Because it didn’t happen. You are fine.
Just fine. It’s all in your head. Repeat if
you need to. Leave the table. Vomit, sob
into the toilet bowl.

This would happen five to ten
times a day, increasing over time. First
starting because of some catalyst, later
for no clear reason. First ebbing away,
later never leaving, lingering in the back
of the mind. First only that starting
feeling of unease, but later actual phys-
ical and visceral affects. I’ll remember
those eyes. Among the worst hallucina-
tion, or whatever bastard thing you
want to call it. The way they rolled in
the skulls, all in unison. All blue. A per-
fect, pale blue. I knew those eyes. I find
it hard to write about them.

That was, as I have been told, evi-
dence of prodromal psychosis. It is the
start of true psychosis, in which an indi-
vidual loses all touch with reality. A
descent into hallucinations and delu-
sions with increasing psychotic
episodes, leading to a total loss of reali-
ty. However, to reassure the reader, this
is short-term and curable. Most impor-
tantly, it is prodromal, crudely, a term
meaning ‘the start of ’. Early interven-
tions stop the literal eroding of brain
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Losing touch 
An intimate look into the mind of someone suffering from prodromal
psychosis, a disease that causes you to slowly descend into madness. 

Being confirmed as mentally ill
was one of the least worrying
moments of my life. Firstly, I

apologise. Trying not to be melodra-
matic does seem foolish, but I feel a
duty to cling to the pretence of sto-
icism, no matter how misplaced. 

I suppose, writing about it all
here, and especially my opening sen-
tence, could be seen as self-pity.
However, this is a mere side note
before I give you my story. All I want to
do is let you share with me a sense of
morbid fascination about my nausea.
So bear with me.

Before I start getting philosophi-
cal, let’s go to the start.   Have you ever
felt dread? Raw, heat of the moment,
dread? I’m not trying to evoke some-
thing in you that you have never felt, so
please join in with my thought experi-
ment. I guarantee you will find some
recollection of dread etched into your
memory. That is, if you are brave to dig
deep enough. It’ll be buried away in

some loathed corner of your mind.
Childhood is good for this. That’s
where the real dread can be found.

Knowing that your big lie had
been found out? That moment of shock
as something visual was burned into
your mind’s eye? Or that sickening
moment when your world stood utterly

“The way they roll in the skull,
all in unison. A perfect, pale
blue. I knew those eyes. I find it
hard to write about them.”



“Oh no Tarquin, I can’t come
shopping on the King’s Road
today. Yah, cos I’m ... I’m lii-

iterally in Burma…”
It is no secret that many people

have a somewhat jaded opinion of
English public schools. Whether this be
down to YouTube phenomena, ideals of
educational equality, anti-elitist ten-
dencies, or for reasons based purely on
a clichéd expectation; for many a foul
taste is present at the mere thought, let
alone the discussion, of these institu-
tions. From visions of preppy teenagers
adorned in Jack Wills body warmers,
proudly strutting their stuff along the
Fulham Road, to red faced old men,
seemingly only ever seen donning
brightly coloured corduroy trousers
and old school ties, mumbling away
about the 150 runs they heroically
notched up back in 1856, the stereotype

Indeed, even in the 1870s and
1880s, once the FA had been created
and after association football was codi-
fied and played, teams of Old Etonians
played to great success in the FA Cup,
winning on two occasions.

Graham-Campbell notes that the
success was mostly down to field game
tactics, as “boys would have gone out
with eight forwards, chasing down the
ball after the backs kicked it over. This
was a very successful method until pro-
fessionals learned to pass with some
accuracy.”

Possibly one of the most complicated of
all public school footballs, Winchester
College Football can be traced back to
the ‘get the ball to the other end of the
pitch’ games that took place along
Kingsgate Street in Winchester as early
as the 16th century.

This game eventually developed to
its present day form: a pitch around
80m long and 15m wide, with 2.5m
high netting on each side and two
lengths of rope held about 1m above the
ground by nine posts on each side. Each
team attempts to get the ball over the
opponent’s line: ‘worms’. Achieving this
without the ball touching any obstruc-
tion grants the attacking team three
points, whilst with an obstruction, it
results in a one point and a ‘behind’: a
chance to convert for an extra two.

Teams are, however, only limited to
one kick of the ball before the other
team has a turn. There are exceptions to
this rule, such as when the ball goes
backwards or when it is deemed to have
been kicked ‘as hard as one can’. Offside
rules are also employed meaning that
each time a teammember kicks the ball,
the whole of his team in front of him
must run back to an imaginary line
from where he kicked it before being
allowed back into play.

To complicate the game further, in
its 15-a-side form, there is a scrum of
eight men, called a ‘hot’, which can also
take place on the ropes, four ‘hot-
watches’, similar to scrum-halves, and
three ‘kicks’, similar to full backs who
normally score most of the points.

As Budge Firth noted in his 1936
book Winchester: “The Wykhemist
does not require any explanation and it
would take a Parliamentary Council to
draft it intelligibly.”

Every February, the school is split
in two by the biggest Winchester
College Football match of the year:
‘Fifteens’, in which the best XV of the
five ‘Commoner’ houses, with their red
and white striped colours, take on the
best XV of the five ‘Old Tutor Houses’.
The match attracts a large audience and
the day of, traditionally a Saturday, is
marked as a great occasion. The school
is adorned with all sorts of team colours
and shirts hanging from buildings,
along with huge banners and posters.

It is impossible to go through all of
the sports created and understand them
all. Even the more famous handful
above are hazy and nonsensical. All of
the games are rich in history and,
despite their seemingly pointless and
silly nature, have each given something
to sport today.

Many may still think of private
education as a bastion of ridiculous-
ness, elitism and inequality; an unwel-
come reminder of an outdated class sys-
tem. However, some of them have
helped to shape what we enjoy today.
Just maybe, these schools have more to
offer than spoilt teenagers who, regard-
less of the situation, just can’t help but
“chunder everywhaaaaaah”. M
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is a difficut one to shake loose. Quite
probably because it has a terrible ten-
dency to ring true. 

All this aside, beyond the old
buildings, the ‘huzzahs’ and the ‘yahs’,
lie some truly great legacies. Possibly
the least recognised of these are the
schools’ sports, some of which date back
as early as the 16th Century.

Many of today’s most popular
sports’ roots can be found in those
played by schoolboys attending public
schools. Indeed football, sometimes
known by its often misconcieved
mantra as the “gentlemen’s sport played
by thugs”, is a sport that all three of
those investigated here heavily influ-
enced in its development.

It is as a product of these old,
obscure and often barbaric sports,
developed over centuries, that we have
seen some of our national sports arise. 

Eton College employs arguably the best
known of these games. The Eton Wall
Game takes place on a pitch 110m long
and 5m wide, with a tall brick wall,
erected in 1717, running along one side
of the pitch (see left).

First played in 1766, the complicat-
ed rules dictate that the basic ‘aim of the
game’ is to manoeuvre a football to the
opponent’s end of the pitch to an area
known as the ‘calx’. It is here that the
ball must be raised by an attacker’s foot,
up against the wall. Upon achieving
this, the attacker must touch the ball
and shout, “got it”. This is called a ‘shy’
and is worth one point. The attacking
team may then attempt a nine point
‘goal’ by throwing the ball at a target (a
garden door at one end of the pitch and
a tree at the other).

The biggest game of the year takes
place on St. Andrew’s Day, and sees the
two teams, the Collegers (10 of the 70
students with scholarships) and the
Oppidans (10 of the 1250 strong
remainder of the student population).
This game tends to attract media atten-
tion and a great number of spectators,
as it is entrenched in tradition and
glory. 

The game begins as the Oppidans
throw their caps over the wall from the
other side and proceed to climb over,
whilst the Collegers approach arm in
arm from thier own accommodation.

This game has further gained
recent media attention, as it was played
by both Prince William and Harry when
they attended Eton. However, despite
its media fame, the sport is rarely
played even within the school grounds,
only taking place in the autumn term.

“The Wall Game is only played
seriously by around 30-50 boys each
year; the popularity of the field game
still far outstrips the more publicly
‘famous’ wall game,” says Eton’s ‘Master
in charge of the Wall Game’, Angus
Graham-Campbell.

The much lesser known, yet much more
internally popular and significant Field
Game was codified in 1815. This was the
first set of football rules ever to be writ-
ten down.

The purpose of the game is more
similar to what we see today in associa-
tion football. At each end of an associa-
tion football sized pitch are two goals,
slightly smaller than those we see today.
The game starts centrally, with a scrum
of seven men called a ‘bully’.

Once the ball leaves the scrum, it is
the job of the three ‘behinds’, similar to
full backs in rugby, to kick the ball over
the scrum towards the opponent’s goal.
The members of the attacking scrum
must then run onto the ball and
attempt to score a goal, worth three
points. Often this style of play results in
some true ‘route one’ football, with a
hoofing match between the two sides.

An attacker may also score through
the event of a ‘rouge’, whereby the ball
crosses an laterally extended and refer-
ee discretionary goal line, similar that
of a try-line in rugby. If the attackers get
to the ball first, once it has passed this
line, they score five points and are
awarded the chance to convert.

Graham-Campbell speaks of the
importance of the game in the develop-
ment of football today. “Between 1850
and 1930, football at Eton meant the
field game. Soccer as a regular game
was only introduced at Eton by my
father in 1930. Even in recent history,
until around ten years ago, the whole
school played the field game.”

How the other
half play
Sam Lawson investigates the sports
that take place in some of Britain’s
most exclusive institutions.

Above: 
students play
the Eton Wall

Game 

Winchester College Football

The Eton Field Game

The Eton Wall Game



MM1122 25/05/10www.ey.com/uk/careers

Above: Blouse, Mulberry,
£197. Trousers, Zara,
£19.99. Bracelets,
Mulberry, £75 each. 

Right: Silk racer back top,
Reiss, £79. Dress,
Mulberry, £247. 
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NUDE
SUMMER
Forget florals, nude is the
order of the day for model
Hannah Stevely. This way for
precision-cut daywear in
putties, nudes and soft pink. 

Fashion by SOFIA REDGRAVE 
and TESS WEBB

Photographs by SAM NEWSOME
and JUSTYN HARDCASTLE 
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Right: T-shirt, Zara, £9.
Jacket, Mulberry, £247.
Shorts, Reiss, £89. Necklace,
stylist’s own.  

This Page: Jumpsuit, £95. Vest
top underneath, Reiss, £39.
Bag, Mulberry, £486. 
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Left: Shorts, Zara, £29.99.T-
shirt,Whistles, £35. Sweater,
Whistles, £35.00 (sale price).
Belt, Stylist’s own.
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Above: Shorts, Whistles,
£59.99. Shirt, Whistles, £85,
Waistcoat, Zara, £19.99.



As I sit here to write this, outside my
window there is one of those quintes-
sentially idyllic English summer

scenes unfurling before my eyes: a summer
festival. Cocooned within my somewhat

uncomfortable hot room, chained to my lap-
top, I catch fleeting glimpses of smiling faces,
slightly reddened limbs and a generally
party-like atmosphere played out in the sun-
shine. For me, festivals have been a summer
staple for as far back as I care to remember.
Rushing around excitedly in the sunshine,

clutching a warm beer that slops over my
sandaled feet, I can’t quite imagine anything
more blissful or carefree. Outside there is a
music and arts festival organised by
Goodricke College, with henna tattoos, blast-
ing music and samba bands.

This leads me to my topic of conversa-
tion for this column: the way art and party-
ing are inextricably linked. Arts festivals, as
aforementioned, are a summer staple. They
are a time of escapism, release, indulgence

and total fantasy. They are a parallel universe
where day-to-day cares can be forgotten and
we are free to be whoever we want, do what-
ever we want (within reason) and generally
have a bloody good time. No work, no dead-
lines, no day-to-day monotony. Pure (slight-
ly) clean fun.

There are some festivals which are more
arts-centred than others, such as the Secret
Garden Party which I plan to attend this year.
Its motto is that “it is a festival of the arts -
where everyone is the artist”.

Artists are generally renowned to be a
somewhat hedonistic bunch, and I have to
say - frommy own personal experience - they
tend to live up to this expectation exception-
ally well. This is the time of year that all the
summer shows of art schools across the
country take place. They are yet another fine
excuse for a good bout of revelry in the sun-
shine. All the art schools in London open
their doors to show the unsuspecting public
just exactly what it is all those funnily
dressed young things with asymmetric hair-
cuts have been up to all year. Everyone troops
down to colleges such as Camberwell, Slade

and Goldsmiths, tinnies in hand, to look at
some brilliant student painting, fashion,
graphics and sculpture. Then they all head
out to an art based party such as Peckham
Palais or the Slade degree show, Off Modern
or one of the many other events geared
around the arts scene.

Every first Thursday of the month, all
the little art galleries of east London around
Shoreditch area open up their doors, wel-
coming many cavorting young art students
into their midst. I remember many a cold
evening tramping around east London from
one gallery to the next, aided by the high
stamina of a best friend called Matt. I mean,
at every opening there is the chance of some
kind of free alcohol: a glass of red, a bottle of
beer. We requested our beverages whilst
attempting to present the serious image of
really being there for the art.

So, the summer period is on us. My
piece of advice to you is to get down to some
private views at the art schools. They are a
great excuse to look at some great art, and
dance the night away at a great party. Well,
that’s my plan for next weekend, anyway.
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Stone Roses’ guitarist John Squire talks to Li Peng Cheok about his move into art. 
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Arts.

How does one go about becoming an
artist? Some move to Paris and wait
for inspiration to strike, some start

drawing from infancy and hope for the best,
and some become rock stars first, and fall
into painting once their band hits the rocks.
That was the case for John Squire, former
guitarist of pioneer English rock band, the
Stone Roses.

“You leave a few groups, become disillu-
sioned, start painting,” he says languidly,
brushing grey-streaked dark hair out of his
eyes. Well, at least we know he still looks the
part of a rock star.

Squire’s involvement in art is not any-
thing particularly new; his Jackson-Pollock-
style artwork used to adorn the covers of
Stone Roses albums, singles, and promotion-
al posters while he was still involved in the
band. However, it has only been in recent
years that his art has become such a promi-
nent part of his life. In 2004, he converted a
barn near his home in Macclesfield into an

art studio, started painting full time and held
his first exhibition at the Institute of
Contemporary Arts in London.

Since then, his art, described as “bold
and dynamic and saturated with emotion” by
Saatchi and Saatchi Art Magazine, has found
great success.

Besides exhibiting in galleries across the
globe from London to Tokyo, he has also
been involved in various commercial projects
including recently creating postcards for the
RCA Secret Project and designing book cov-
ers for the Penguin Decades Series.

Squire, who has said that art feels more
natural to him than music, seems to be revel-
ing in the new fame he has found as an artist. 

“To me, it’s not really work,” he says. “I
don’t find myself running out of ideas. I
never lose momentum. It’s something that I
never managed to achieve with music.”

Counting Jackson Pollock, Gary Hume
and Georgia O’Keeffe amongst his influ-
ences, he opines that oil painting is still his

favourite way to work with art. “I feel like I’m
finally starting to understand its alchemy,” he
muses. “It’s all about form and colour, what-
ever the subject. There’s something about
wax that feels a bit obnoxious, but oil is pure
and simple. Rewarding.”

Despite this, he has also been known to
utilise numerous other kinds of materials.
For instance, what about his flirtation with
metal and methods of welding last year?
“Never again,” he laughs. “Too much work.
Too unyielding.”

Lately, his works have focused on con-
ventional drawing and painting. His latest
exhibition, titled Structural Violence, staged
here in York, is a vigorous collection that
blends block colour and stark monotone,
using hand-carved block prints to explore
the influence of architectural structures and
linear cityscapes.

“It just fell out of the blue,” Squire
explains. “I was trying to avoid figure draw-
ing and started off with a studio tidy-up. I

found a rubber roller, took the chance to get
out of the studio, and found the results very
satisfying. It was purely coincidental.”

The exhibition was the first to open at
the newly founded Bar Lane Studios,
Micklegate, on the site of the old York Sony
Centre. Structural Violence debuted last
Friday in conjunction with the opening of the
not-for-profit art hub, opened by York illus-
trator, Ben Clowes.

For those of us who aren’t as lucky to
start off in a major rock band, Bar Lane
Studios provides a space for artists in the
interim between graduating from university
and jumping into the working world. The
studios, which are a first of its kind in the UK
in terms of its scope, offer facilities like an
Apple Mac suite, a print workshop, a show-
case gallery, and up to 22 studios for hire
from as little as £1.50 per day.

Students graduating this summer, espe-
cially, are encouraged to drop by and view
the space. While it remains early days for the
project, the space promises to be entirely
ready by August. Courses and workshops to
be run at the studio range from Screen
Printing and Jewellery Design to Nathan
Walsh’s Painting Master Class.

“I wish them the best of luck,” says
Squire. “It’s great to see artists start out
young. I believe people develop; they don’t
just exist. Like for me, art is not just a depar-
ture from music. I try to make beautiful
objects. It’s more like a return to something.”

Ah, yes, the music. While Squire has
said over and over again that he has no inten-
tion of a Stone Roses reunion, surely it must
be impossible for him to completely outgrow
those good old days.

“No,” he insists. “Performing live is defi-
nitely something to be experienced, of
course. But it is a youthful pursuit. Touring
around in a van with the lads just doesn’t
appeal to me anymore. In a way, exhibiting is
like performing live. There is a similar kind
of desire for personal exposure and wanting
to be judged.” He smiles. “It’s just been tem-
pered by age.”

LowennaWaters

From left: Bar Lane Studios, Micklegate
Corner and John Squire both Copyright;
Bar Lane Studios. 

“They are a time of
escapism, release, indul-
gence and total fantasy.”



“I want poetry with no shoes
on,” wrote the poet
Dreadlock Alien, former
Birmingham poet laureate,
and it seems that the co-
ordinators of Barefoot in the
Park have taken his state-
ment as a call to arms. On 6
June the poetry festival
returns to Leeds’
Woodhouse Moor.

Described as a ‘mael-
strom of poetry, storytelling,
comedy and music’, the one-
day event takes place in the
centre of the city’s vibrant
student area, Hyde Park.

Expect sessions from a
host of fantastic performers
including last year’s Slam
Battle champions Al

Cummins and Raf Attar.
Aside from the annual

and hotly contested battle,
this year’s line-up also
includes an art exhibition,
refreshments provided by
the Marvellous Tea Dance
Company, a vintage inspired
fashion fair and two open
mic sessions.

There are plenty of
opportunities for you to try
out your writing skills in
front of the friendly, fun-lov-
ing and barefoot crowd.

Barefoot in the Park takes
place in Hyde Park, Leeds on
6 June.

A major exhibition exploring
3,000 years of Chinese cul-
ture is taking place at York

Art Gallery this summer.
More than 100 remark-

able objects from the British
Museum will be included in
the touring exhibition enti-
tled China: Journey to the
East.

The exhibition presents
key enduring Chinese inven-
tions such as the abacus.
Objects will provide an

insight into the three main
Chinese belief systems and
will shed light on the colour-
ful Spring Festival (Chinese
New Year) and the impor-
tant Mid-Autumn Festival.

The show will also
investigate the development
of China's writing system
and its development as an
art form through objects,
including a writing brush
and ink box from the Ming
Dynasty.

Journey to the East opens 29
June.

Half-Scottish half-German,
sculptor Hermann Obrist is
best known for his spiralling
plaster motif often com-
pared to Vladimir Tatlin’s

iconic but unrealised
‘Monument to the third
international’.

This major exhibition
opening in June at the
Henry Moore Institute,
Leeds, looks at Obrist’s
career as an art nouveau
sculptor.

Active during the latter

half of the 19th and early
part of the 20th century,
Obrist worked mainly in the
applied arts and architec-
ture, using motifs drawn
from the structure of plants
and shells in both two and
three dimensions.

His remarkable surviv-
ing plaster forms are
arguably the first abstract
sculptures and will be shown
at the institute for the first
time in the UK.

The exhibition runs between
3 June and 29 August

Journey to the East
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Arts in depth.

Barefoot in the
Park

Hermann Obrist
From left: Chinese Rooftile,
Copyright; British
Museum.Herman
Obrist,Movement
1914,Copyright; Museum
für Gestaltung Zürich.

The art of the 1990s is synonymous with
The Young British Artists, who were
catapulted to fame by  Damien Hirst

and a group of his freshly graduated art stu-
dent friends.

They orchestrated Freeze, an exhibition
showcasing their own work, which
impressed advertiser/art dealer Charles
Saatchi, who subsequently snapped up
numerous amounts of Hirst’s controversial
work. This was the birth of the Young British
Artists (YBA), which includes household
names such as Tracy Emin, Chris Offili, and
Gary Hume, to name only a few.

Jenny Blyth played a key part in this
whole movement. She worked as Saatchi’s PA
from 1990-2002, in which time she also
curated and directed the Saatchi gallery

London. She was instrumental in the infa-
mous Sensation show, first exhibited at the
Royal Academy in 1999. It courted unprece-
dented international media hype and cover-
age, even gaining infuriated comments from
Hillary Clinton. 

I ask Blyth if the show was put together
to create as much media hype as possible.
“No, Sensation, which was curated by
Charles Saatchi, myself and The Royal
Academy, was selected on the basis that each
work was considered in itself to be ‘sensa-
tional’.  It is fair to say that we applied that
phrase loosely. We certainly felt that the art
works selected represented the best of what
became known as Brit Art. When Sensation
was shown, it did indeed seem to manifest
many of those attributes. It was also thought-

provoking, insightful, compelling and, in
parts, stunning. It reflected many different
facets of society.”

Contemporary art reflects society at the
time of its production, and Blyth confirms
this with her feelings on whether the Young
British Artists’ work reflected our culture in
the 1990s. “Contemporary artists react to the
world around them, articulating through
their chosen medium their own personal
response to contemporary issues and mores
that inspire or provoke them, whether socio-
logical, political or environmental. “Many of
the YBAs created art that was considered to
be contentious at that time, but then it is in
the nature of artists to drive the boundary of
what is considered to be aesthetically accept-
able, ahead of what society at large might
find palatable.  Certainly what is perceived to
be contentious today is largely acceptable
tomorrow.”

Some pieces in Sensation that were con-
sidered by the public as particularly offensive
included a piece by Chris Offili of the Virgin
Mary covered in elephant dung and a por-
trait of Myra Hindley by Marcus Harvey
painted with the hand prints of children. I
ask Blyth if there is a process by which to
decide if a piece is too offensive to be shown.
“I can honestly say that we never set out
deliberately to offend.  That is not to say that
the works might not be perceived as shock-
ing, as contemporary art will often jolt you
into reassessing what you think you know or
feel. From the curator’s perspective, one of
the deciding factors is to look closely at the
intention of the artist.”

She continues: “The tabloids portrayed
Marcus Harvey’s Myra as a callous celebra-
tion of a child murderer. Harvey certainly
explored the celebrity aspect of that infa-
mous police headshot of Hindley - but by
recreating that image on a large scale, using
child hand prints as brushstrokes, Harvey
actually reminded us how heinous her
crimes were at a time when she came up for,
and was indeed refused, parole.”

With Blyth’s position at the Saatchi
gallery came somewhat unconventional
tasks. “Aside from the administration of the
gallery, there were every day some very
strange tasks: sourcing and hatching castors
for Damien Hirst’s maggot hotel in 1000
Years; frying eggs for Sarah Lucas’ 1,12,2; or
finding a white witch (three in fact) to cast a
spell – to name but a few.”

Moreover, she has been involved in
some very controversial exhibitions, with her
exhibition I am Camera being criticised for
containing paedophilic imagery of children.
“I was instructed by the Crown Prosecution
that we were not to open the gallery on the
Friday, but we opened on the day to an
incoming tidal wave of naked demonstrators
and a blinding wall of cameras flashing. It
was very cold, so we served them tea on the
gallery floor in appreciation of their support.
We continued to run the exhibition until
charges were dropped. It did feel quite hairy
at the time, finding detectives from the Vice
Squad waiting for me in my office, and both
Tierney Gearon (exhibiting artist) and I
returning to our homes to find reporters
engaged with our children.

“We were incredibly fortunate in that
the explosion of art in Britain during the 90s
fuelled the collection with over 3,000 art-
works in an array of different media that
were challenging, dynamic and, in many
cases, unprecedented. Charles Saatchi had
the vision to recognise it for what it was. In
showcasing it, he made the unique contribu-
tion at that time of bringing contemporary
art to a wider audience, so that it became
part of everyday culture rather that the pur-
suit of an elite. I was lucky really, to have
been in the right place at the right time.”

Is it luck, then, that is needed to make it
in the art world? “There are so many artists
out there waiting to be discovered - which is
a very exciting thought - and some will have
far greater skills in putting themselves for-
ward. It does not necessarily follow that the
most talented are the most gifted in terms of
making their work available. Since Damien
Hirst co-curated Modern Medicine in 1990
with Carl Freedman and Billee Sellman and
a small group of artists, there has been an
ongoing explosion of artist-led initiatives,
studio groups, art fairs and exhibitions that
provide an ever-growing platform for our
artists. So if you’re out there, get busy.”

Blyth says the best advice she can give to
budding artists she learnt from her dad:
“Aim your arrows high, and don’t undervalue
yourself.”

Gerry Judah is currently showing at the
Wolverhampton Art Gallery until 27 June,

Lowenna Waters talks to Jenny Blyth about working at the Saatchi gallery.

Left: Sensation, copyright  Front Cover from
Sensation catalogue published by Thames &
Hudson 1992 
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First up are the PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa GGrraanndd JJuurryy,
otherwise known as the PPhhiillllyy JJaayyss.
Formed in Australia, they’ve recently

set up shop in trendy Shoreditch in London
and have set out upon a UK assault, includ-
ing a well received slot at Live at Leeds earli-
er this month.

The PPhhiillllyy JJaayyss have a distinctive DIY
attitude; lead singer and guitarist Simon
started producing music from an early age,
building his first makeshift studio in the
basement of his grandma’s house. 

He later went on to get involved in pro-
ducing records for bands such as
WWoollffmmootthheerr, the TTeemmppeerr TTrraapp, VVaann SShhee and
more, which made him aware of how much
he wanted to be in a band himself. Joining up
with long time friend Joel (bass and keys)
and eventually roping in Calvin on drums,
the final PPhhiillllyy JJaayyss line up was formed. 

Simon continues to take care of all of the
band’s production, including their debut
album Hope is for Hopers, which was
released in September last year. Their DIY

sensibilities really come through in their
tracks; the songs all have a classic garage
rock vibe, with a punk edge that is totally
unleashed in the band’s raucous live per-
formances. Highlights include catchy track
‘The Good News’, which has a summer
anthem feel to it and is accompanied by a
‘Where’s Wally’ inspired video, and closing
track ‘I Don’t Want To Party (Party)’, whose
title belies its party inducing capabilities.

The PPhhiillllyy JJaayyss quite accurately
describe themselves as a “self-funded, self-
produced, self-engineered, self-released,
stage-destroying independent punk soul
machine”, and are scheduled to tear up
notable London venues such as the Barfly
and 93 Feet East this June, hopefully return-
ing to more northern territory later this year.

If admittedly silly band names and dis-
jointed post-punk is more of your thing, then
check out IIccee,, SSeeaa,, DDeeaadd PPeeooppllee. What start-
ed as a joke between friends in the dreary
suburbia of Bedford has now become a cred-
ible outfit attracting kudos  from the likes of

Art Rocker, and webzines such as Drowned
in Sound. 

They have also shared stages with bands
like LLeess SSaavvyy FFaavv and KKiillll KKeennaaddaa, and in
June will support FFuuttuurree ooff tthhee LLeefftt in
London. ISDP are a bit like the feral younger
sibling of TThheessee NNeeww PPuurriittaannss raised on a
diet of JJaarrccrreeww, FFuuggaazzii and art-rock noise,
with notable tracks like ‘Hence Elvis’ and ‘My
Twin Brother’s A Brother’ displaying their
penchant for brutal riffs and screaming
vocals.

The band are all students who manage
to fit in nights of nationwide aural devasta-
tion around their university schedules,
recently cramming a UK wide tour into the
Easter break. I fully recommend the Iccee,, SSeeaa,,
DDeeaadd PPeeooppllee album due for release in
September this year, which promises to see
their melodic musical savagery cranked up a
notch.

Estella Adeyeri
For full interviews with the Philadelphia

Grand Jury and Ice, Sea, Dead People, visit
www.nouse.co.uk

As festival season approaches, Adam Bychawski recommends the best of the British.
Music.

Future Sounds

Festival season gets more and
tedious every year, because now
anyone with a back garden and a

marquee can host one. Hence the 500
and counting festival list on eFestivals
occasionally featuring such events as
‘Rob’s Festival’. I don’t even know
what’s worst anymore: mobile network
branded festivals for people who spend
every moment of the weekend twitter-
ing, or these self righteous eco-fests
that are 100% recyclable, 0% fun. At
any rate, you’ve probably got your
Reading & Leeds tickets smugly email-
confirmed because, like, last year was
krraaazzy and you totally can’t wait to
see all those bands that you loved when
you were 15, right? I mean they can’t
have changed much, can they?

Even picking festivals isn’t fun
anymore. Festival guides have become
like extended seeking-relationship
pages, but with more weirdos. So here’s
my incomprehensive and entirely
stereotyped festival guide for the disil-
lusioned minority.

One glance at Bloodstock festival’s
webpage and you know exactly what
you’re in for. Horned grinning skulls,
some reptiles with blood-dripping
fangs and band names like Onslaught,
Suffocation and Obituary; this ain’t
Derby Folk Festival. Possibly the only
festival appearance of the four DJs of
the Apocalypse, with the most bizarre
scheduling: “each night from around
11.30pm, Death will again be running
proceedings ably assisted by Famine,
War and Pestilence”. Surely no one is

going to be around after Death?
Maybe it’s the name, but Summer
Sundae just sounds like a ‘nice’ festival,

you know? This is V Festival for people
who actually care about music. A scoop
of Radio 1 charts, a scoop of NME and a
slightly weird tasting Last.fm new bands
stage. Featuring Tinchy Stryder, The Go!
Team, Mumford & Sons, Skepta and
Slow Club. There’s a flavour for every-
one, apart from vegans, enjoy that soya

substitute ice cream.
End of the Road sounds like it could be a
depressingly named retirement home,
but actually it’s only called that because
it is one of the last festivals in
September. This year it’s especially
appropriate, as it features a lot of bands
that are reaching the end of their careers

(or should have). Acts like Modest
Mouse, Yo La Tengo and Wilco are a bit
past their peaks. While not being
entirely folk, it’s probably the most
bearable with the occasional refreshing
electronic act such as Carribou, Errors

and Here We Go Magic also playing.
Size isn’t everything. In fact, when it
comes to festivals, it can be a total pain
when you’re navigating cross-country
to reach some small stage that turns
out to be a burger van. Vehicular relat-
ed festivals seem to be the way to go
this year with Truck, now in its 13th
year as the godfather of small festivals,
and Indietracks which is partially set in

a train; probably the only festival that
claims “to combine heritage trains and
indie-pop music”. This year’s
Indietracks features The Wave
Pictures, Internet Forever and the
Pains of Being Pure at Heart. Playing
Truck 13 are Blood Red Shoes, Fucked
Up, Los Campesinos!; although none

of them actually play in a truck.
At what point did festivals stop being
music events and become some poor
excuses for a fashion event? There’s
even the sickening ‘boutique festival’
category now: another way of saying
“we’ll have a vintage clothes stand
somewhere”. 
This leads me to advise you shallow
people to try be spotted at either Field
Day or Offset Festival. Both are small
and have some great artists playing if
you’re interested: Offset featuring Male
Bonding, Rolo Tomassi, These New
Puritans and Field Day boasting
Phoenix, No Age, Gold Panda, Atlas

Sounds and Mount Kimbie.
If you haven’t decided what ‘big festi-
val’ you’re going to yet, then you proba-
bly won’t care to hear that most of them
have sold out. Glastonbury, Reading &
Leeds, Bestival, Latitude: all gone. But
if that’s a big shock to you, then there’s
still the option of the Big Chill.
Surprisingly it isn’t the festival equiva-
lent of the kid picked last for every
sports team. 

With the only UK festival appear-
ances of M.I.A., Thom Yorke and
Massive Attack, it has an air of exclu-
sivity. It will also feature over 140 other
artists, including Metronomy, Kelis,
Explosions in the Sky, Joker, Lily Allen
and Plan B. 

Above: 
Field Day
2009.
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BBiigg CChhiillll
55--88 AAuugguusstt

CCaassttllee DDeeeerr PPaarrkk,, EEaassttnnoorr

FFiieelldd DDaayy
3311 JJuullyy

VViiccttoorriiaa PPaarrkk,, LLoonnddoonn

TTrruucckk FFeessttiivvaall
2233rrdd -- 2255tthh JJuullyy

HHiillll FFaarrmm,, SStteevveennttoonn
EEnndd ooff tthhee RRooaadd
1100--1133 SSeepptteemmbbeerr

LLaarrmmeerr TTrreeee GGaarrddeennss,, DDoorrsseett

SSuummmmeerr SSuunnddaaee
1133--1155 AAuugguusstt

DDee MMoonnttffoorrdd HHaallll,, LLeeiicceesstteerr

BBllooooddssttoocckk FFeessttiivvaall
1133--1155 AAuugguusstt

CCaattttoonn HHaallll,, DDeerrbbyy



If traipsing through muddy
English fields doesn’t quite
appeal to you, why not go

abroad for your festival fix?

Celebrating its tenth anniversary
this year, Primavera has gained a
reputation for showcasing new tal-
ent alongside more established
acts, and hosting a wide range of
music genres. With stages hosted
by ATP, Vice Magazine and the
music webzine Pitchfork to name a
few, this year’s Primavera has an
array of eclectic artists – the line-
up sees the likes of Pixies, the Fall
and Pet Shop Boys all taking to
stage alongside more contempo-
rary acts like the XX, Grizzly Bear
and Yeasayer. Tickets will set you
back by about £160, and then
there’s the cost of getting there, but
the temptation of a diverse line-up
and a rain-free festival is hard to
resist. Besides, your overdraft is
there to be extended.

If you’re looking for a slightly dif-
ferent festival experience with
some electro and house music
thrown in for good measure, you

should head to Distortion. It’s
effectively huge five-day block
party across the streets of
Copenhagen, celebrating the city’s
streetlife and nightlife by way of
non-stop partying. Describing
itself as “a little like London’s
Notting Hill Carnival and
Barcelona’s Sonar by Day – only
without so many rastas or ‘A&R’
dudes”, Distortion boasts over 80
different events taking place in five
different locations in Copenhagen
– a different setting for each day. In
the afternoons you can ride on the
raver bus, attend a Japanese
Garden Party, and take part in live
graffiti workshops or giant pillow

fights. As night falls you can gear
up for Distortion: Club Clash.
Featuring 88 different dancefloors
across the five nights, it plays host
to DJs such as Simian Mobile
Disco and Booka Shade, along with
artists like the UK’s own beatbox-
ing hero Beardyman.With a five
day pass coming in at a mere £46,
you’ll have enough cash left to sort
out cheap travel and accommoda-
tion.

Located near Brussels, this festival

is often named alongside festival
behemoths like Glastonbury and
Oxegen, and boasts a bill that could
easily compete with both of them.
Faithless will headline the main
stage on first day, their distinctive
electronica following on from the
alt-rock noise of Muse. Other main
stage highlights throughout the
festival include Pearl Jam and
Vampire Weekend, whilst the
Pyramid Marquee plays host to
LCD Soundsystem, Crookers,
Florence and the Machine and the
Temper Trap. As can be expected a
four-day pass gives the best value
for money, costing about £163
whilst a day ticket will set you back

£66. Helpfully though, each ordi-
nary admission ticket includes a
free outward and return train jour-
ney from any Belgian railway sta-
tion to Leuven, which is the railway
station closest to Werchter. It will
also include free travel on the shut-
tle buses running between Leuven

and Werchter.
If you want to set your sights fur-
ther than Europe, then this state-
side festival is a worthy contender.
Headliners include grunge rockers
Soundgarden, Green Day, and
everyone’s favourite debauched
queen of pop, Lady Gaga. The rest
of the line-up is impressive too -
indie giants such as Arcade Fire,
The Strokes, and Phoenix, hip hop
veterans Cypress Hill, electro
groove masters like MGMT and
Hot Chip, and more talent by way
of Chromeo, the Temper Trap,
Minus the Bear, Hockey and Frank
Turner. If the line-up isn’t enough
to whet your appetite, then per-
haps the extra activities will.

Check out Perry’s, the elec-
tronica tent that will feature DJ
sets from Deadmau5, MSTRKRFT,
Kid Cudi. You can also shop fair-
trade on Green Street, or meet your
favourite band in the autograph
booths. A weekend ticket costs
about £150.
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FFiivvee FFeessttiivvaall EEsssseennttiiaallss
Tom Killingbeck

Fuck the tent, clean clothes and
deodorant, just remember to slam
these festival beasts on your outdated
portable CD player and blast them at
passers-by without mercy.

PPuullpp -- SSoorrtteedd ffoorr EEss aanndd WWiizzzz
Perfectly suited for both pre-party
and comedown, get off your face in a
field to Jarvis’ sultry tones.

CCyypprreessss HHiillll –– WWhheenn tthhee SShhiitt GGooeess
DDoowwnn
Take a visceral festival turd to this
Latino fanfare.

DDaavviidd AAcckklleess –– OOnnee NNiigghhtt SSttaanndd
Muse on the transience of love to this
after disgracing yourself against
moist tent fabric with a stranger.

AA--HHaa -- TThhee SSuunn AAllwwaayyss SShhiinneess OOnn
TT..VV..
Play this and cry because you
thought this festival malarkey might
be fun, but Britain’s gone and pissed
rain and shat mud on you for three
days instead.

UUsshheerr –– BBuurrnn
Traditional tent destruction on
Monday morning at Reading/Leeds
in R&B ballad form.

Nouse PlaylistReviews
ARTIST: TIMES NEW VIKING

DATE: 30 APRIL

VENUE:  STEREO, YORK

REVIEW:  TOM KILLINGBECK

�����

Stereo on Gillygate is fast estab-
lishing itself as the most hard-
working and exciting new venue
in town. A stream of bands from
the local area and much further
afield never seem to stop wheel-
ing through its doors. This week-
end special, the highlight of a
three-day mini-festival, showed
just how much effort has been put
into the establishment: five ster-
ling bands playing, two all the
way from the US. After disparate
sets from mordant Former Bullies
and London beatniks Yuck,
Seattle natives The Pharmacy
splash out an energetic set of
drug-addled fuzzy indie with
some exceedingly wild keyboards. 

Times New Viking are the
big billing here though, back in
York after a successful destruc-
tion of City Screen Basement last
autumn. Today their set is even
more of a triumph; as a rabid
crowd lays waste to the tiny
venue, crowdsurfers (including
myself ) take down the festival
bunting and semi-nude goons

(again including myself ) dance in
front of the stage, spilling all the
band’s beer. The band seem
unfazed by the ecstatic reaction;
coolly laying down their distorted
and jagged ghost-punk, sweet
melodies fighting with vicious
guitar tones for attention.

Beth Murphy is a statuesque
figure behind her keyboard,
motionlessly delivering the soul-
ful organ sounds and cooing
melodies that are the yin to gui-
tarist Jared Phillip’s yang – brutal
swathes of lo-fi punk noise. Adam
Elliott on drums is the most ani-
mated of them all, his loony fills
and exaggerated percussive vio-
lence shaking the foundations of
the venue and possibly the main
inspiration for the increasingly
absurd audience antics. 

As the crowd staggers away
having created a fairly out-of-
place mini-tornado in tribute to
the band’s bleached barrage, it’s
safe to assume that Stereo has
emerged as the indie venue to hit
in York. Long may it continue.

International relations

ARTIST:  PAVEMENT

DATE:   13 MAY

VENUE: O2 ACADEMY BRIXTON

REVIEW: ADAM BYCHAWSKI

�����

For anyone who was born too late
to see Pavement in their prime,
subsequently becoming a fan was
a slightly depressing prospect,
knowing the opportunity to see
them live might never arise.
Incessant rumours and questions
about a possible 20th anniversary
reunion tour thankfully broke
them, and eventually four nights
were confirmed in London’s
Brixton Academy. Pavement’s last
show in 1999 was in this same
venue, famous for Stephen
Malkmus attaching a pair of
handcuffs to his microphone
stand, and at one point telling
that audience: "These symbolize
what it's like being in a band all
these years."

Tonight, Malkmus is left of
centre stage, but he doesn’t show
too much reluctance to be there,
by more often than not engaging
with the other band members.
Most people here look old enough
to claim “I was there in 1999,
man” and the band all have
reunion tour syndrome with end-

less anecdotes: talking about how
things have changed now they’re
old. OK, we get it, you’ve been
around for a while.

After a crowd-pandering
opener of hits ‘Grounded’, ‘Gold
Soundz’ and ‘Cut Your Hair’, the
set dips a bit with more obscure
offcuts from albums Slanted &
Enchanted and Terror Twilight.
Thankfully, things pick-up with
‘Stop Breathing', its instrumental
second half building up to a satis-
fyingly big climax. With ‘Debris
Slide’, Pavement prove that they
still can sound loud, messy and
rockier than most of their indie
back-catalogue might suggest.

In a typical 90s band fashion,
some big floating balloons are
released in the encore. High point
has to be ‘Range Life’, with
Malkmus sounding even more
world-wearied than on record. I
can’t tell how this matches up to
1999, but I can safely say
Pavement have entirely justified
their reputation, with not a single
hissy fit in sight. 

www.ey.com/uk/careers

PPrriimmaavveerraa SSoouunndd FFeessttiivvaall
2277--2299 MMaayy

BBaarrcceelloonnaa,, SSppaaiinn

DDiissttoorrttiioonn FFeessttiivvaall
22--66 JJuunnee

CCooppeennhhaaggeenn,, DDeennmmaarrkk
RRoocckk WWeerrcchhtteerr

11--44 JJuullyy
WWeerrcchhtteerr,, BBeellggiiuumm

LLoollllaappaalloooozzaa
66--88 AAuugguusstt

CChhiiccaaggoo,, IIlllliinnooiiss,, UUSSAA

Meanwhile, Estella Adeyeri checks out the festivals beyond our shores.
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The tale of Robin Hood. To
some, a heroic symbol of
medieval egalitarianism, social-
ism incarnate, wielding a bow
and arrow; to others, simply a
ripping yarn of fantasy and high
adventure, necessarily associated
with sacks of gold, impossibly
villainous baddies and swooning
damsels in distress. The problem
with Ridley Scott's film, in an
effort to provide his own distinc-
tive retelling, is the rebuttal of
both of these conventions.

Conforming to what seems
to have become a popular
Hollywood trend, Ridley Scott
provides a sort of Robin Hood
prequel: a bizarre and revisionist
tapestry of legend and history for
a tedious, lengthy setting-of-the-
scene. As Richard the Lionheart
and his right-hand man Loxley
are slain in France, common
archer Robin Longstride takes it
upon himself to return the crown
to England and Loxley's sword to
Nottingham. Upon arriving
there, Longstride decides to pose
as Robert Loxley and is shocked
to find England ravaged by lofty
taxes and a tyrannical monarchy.

The story quickly slides into
an increasingly convoluted mess

- befuddling more than intrigu-
ing, peppered with various plot
holes and confounding narra-
tives concerning France's plan to
spark civil war in England, and
an implausible subplot involving
Robin Hood's cooption into a
noble family. The film is forcibly
crammed with trickery, plot
twists and historical overlaps
that fail to fit together, reflecting
the script's numerous rewrites.

Much has been made of
Russell Crowe's muddled accent
that swings sporadically between
Irish, Scottish and deep, inaudi-
ble mumbles. His memorable,
rough and scowling performance
in Gladiator is traded in for a
more light-hearted sparkle, but
essentially comes off as flat. We
simply don't care that much
about him, and for a prequel that
aims to unveil Robin Hood's
beginnings and his raison d'être
(ignoring the fact that such an
endeavour in itself strips away
the mysticism surrounding the
legend), Robin Hood falls short.

Once plot intricacies take a
back seat to swordfights and
grand battles, the film takes off.
Scott has an unrivalled eye for
historic battle scenes. The inven-

tive combat choreography man-
ages to avoid monotony: a final
skirmish on the beach sees a daz-
zling display of swordsman
shimmying between boat bows
and lapping sea water.  The set,
locations and costumes show a
remarkable attention to detail;
but from the man who provided
Gladiator’s coherent story and
engaging characters, this fails to
be the ultimate Robin Hood.

It essentially feels like an
excuse for a war film masquerad-
ing in the classic hero’s disguise.
The premise titillatingly promis-

es bravado and medieval mis-
chief, but never delivers. Instead,
we're provided with a rather
plain portrayal of the legend as a
soldier fighting for, not against,
the establishment. As a prelude
to the infinitely more entertain-
ing business of stealing from the
rich and giving to the poor, the
film serves its purpose well
enough, but during the 140 min-
utes we're given little to hold our
attention besides the infinitely
difficult task of making sense of
the bewildered plot. The film is,
in short, incredibly frustrating.

The tragedy of an ambitious, ingenious sci-
entist who sells his soul to the devil in order
to gain supernatural powers. A war epic fol-
lowing the rise and rise of a fierce leader
who conquered much of central and western
Asia in the 14th century. A romance between
a Trojan hero and a Carthaginian queen,
culminating in his betrayal and her suicide.
The story of how thousands of people were
massacred for their religious beliefs, and the
amnesty granted to the murderers.

Tell me that these don’t sound like good
films. Even if only one of them appeals to
you, I have good news: the scripts have
already been written, they’re really just wait-
ing to be picked up by producers. The
writer? His name’s Christopher Marlowe,
and he died over 400 years ago, so he prob-
ably won’t require any payment.

For anyone unfamiliar with Marlowe,
he was one of the greatest playwrights of
Elizabethan England (Rupert Everett
played him in Shakespeare in Love). The
mystery surrounding his life rivals that of
the Great Bard himself, and whilst his best
plays may not reach the heights of Macbeth
and Twelfth Night, they’re certainly more
enjoyable than a large number of lesser-per-
formed Shakespearean works. There are
only seven plays known to have been written
by Marlowe; had he lived beyond the age of
29 (Shakespeare died when he was 52),
there may have been many more.

Shakespeare has technically written
more films than anyone else: IMDB cur-
rently credits him as a writer on just under
800 films and TV plays, whilst Marlowe is
attributed to a mere 10, most of them adap-
tations of Doctor Faustus. As most English
and Drama students who have read them
will tell you, other contemporaries of
Shakespeare like Jonson and Webster have
written plays equally worth seeing, but have
seldom been used for the screen.

I’d encourage anyone to go and see
Hamlet on stage before watching it in any
other format (though if they enjoyed it, I’d
probably insist that they watch the Branagh
and Olivier films of it too). But whilst any
audience of a film based on a play should
never forget where it’s come from, seeing
Shakespeare in the cinema can provide a
fascinating alternative to the theatre.
Pointless as it is to predict whether
Shakespeare and Marlowe would have been
screenwriters if they were alive now, it is
important to remember that these drama-
tists probably began writing plays for money
as well as for any love they had for the stage.

Studies of their works have shown that
no play of the era has a definitive version,
allowing for a multitude of interpretations.
Consequently, directors ranging from Orson
Welles to Baz Luhrmann have made movie
audiences think about Shakespeare in new
ways; only Derek Jarman’s Edward II can be
said to have done the same thing for
Marlowe. It’s time Shakespeare’s contempo-
raries were given bigger budgets, and
Marlowe would be an ideal starting point.
The many offstage battles in Tamburlaine
are dying to be shot, and the hellish spirits of
Faustus are begging to be animated.

FILM: ROBIN HOOD
DIRECTOR: RIDLEY SCOTT
STARRING: RUSSELL CROWE, CATE BLANCHETT
REVIEW: DUNCAN PELHAM
RUNTIME: 140 MINS
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FILM: IRON MAN 2 
DIRECTOR: JON FAVREAU 
STARRING: ROBERT DOWNEY JR,
GWYNETH PALTROW
RUNTIME: 124 MINS
REVIEW: LEV HARRIS
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“Not everybody runs on batter-
ies, Tony,” sighs Pepper Potts.
That’s about as deep as Iron Man
2 gets, not that the emphasis on
breadth rather than depth was
something I wasn’t expecting
from the first bubblegum block-
buster of the summer. But this
film’s box office baiting roots are
too blatant; Jon Favreau’s sequel
feels like a procession of who’s
who in Hollywood, and conse-
quently there’s more than one
unnecessary character that’s
rammed into the film’s narrative.

Mechanically going through
the motions of superhero genre
expectations, we follow Tony
Stark revelling in the success of
his Iron Man creation before an
arch nemesis decides that it’s
time to deliver him a wake-up
call. This comes in the form of
Mickey Rourke, who excels as
evil Russian Ivan Vanko a.k.a
Whiplash. Yet his screen-time is
cut short to make room for the
classic jealous rich boy-turned-
evil Sam Rockwell as Justin
Hammer, who employs Vanko to

help him get one over on Stark,
and who feels slightly miscast in
the role. Secondary character
Scarlett Johansson merely feels
like an afterthought, the cameo
by Samuel L. Jackson seems tire-
some, and the half-hearted
attempt at adding another
dimension to Stark and Potts’
relationship adds  conspicuously
little to the talky middle portion
of the film. Elsewhere, it pro-
vides plenty of infectious excite-
ment, gleefully accompanied by
with Downey Jr’s stylish wit and
charisma. In a closing scene
Stark is accused of ‘textbook nar-
cissism’; it’s a refreshing change
from Watchmen and Kick-Ass to
see a superhero who isn’t suffo-
cating from self-doubt or psy-
chosis. He just wants to have fun.

Manhunter is a real rough dia-
mond of a film, one which feels
like the decade it was produced in,
with a cheesy soundtrack and
some not-so-famous actors; but
it’s also a real masterpiece of sus-
pense and psychological horror. It
may also surprise some readers to
learn that Manhunter is the first
Hannibal Lecter film, made five
years before The Silence of the
Lambs. It lives on with a cult fol-
lowing, thanks to Brian Cox’s
understated, brilliant Lecter. 

The film focuses on the men-
tal turmoil facing former FBI
agent Will Graham as he returns
to his job from early retirement to
help authorities catch a brutal
serial killer, The Tooth
Fairy/Great Red Dragon, before
he kills again. However, in order
to regain his edge in profiling
murderers, Graham has to con-
front and seek the assistance of
the very man he captured (and
who provoked his retirement),
Hannibal Lecter. The film show-
cases the exploits of its other seri-
al killer as he chooses his next vic-

tim, while an unexpected
romance throws him into a
struggle between his passionate
and murderous impulses.

Unlike The Silence of the
Lambs, where a supernatural,
all-knowing Lecter is on equal
footing with Clarice Starling,
Manhunter focuses on the fragile
minds of the pursued and the
pursuer, albeit with another
cruel psychopath thrown in to
manipulate them for his own
enjoyment. Brian Cox’s Lecter is
a risky, sinister chess player with
pawns at his mercy as he shoves
the pieces into play from the con-
fines of his cage. His calm, unas-
suming manner masks an
unquenchable evil, rivalling
Anthony Hopkins’ flamboyant,
hammer horror Hannibal.

www.ey.com/uk/careers

FILM: MANHUNTER (1986) 
DIRECTOR:MICHAEL MANN 
STARRING: WILLIAM PETERSEN,
BRIAN COX, TOM NOONAN
RUNTIME: 119 MINS
REVIEW: JAMES GILL
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FILM.
Michael Allard
It’s time for
Shakespeare to
be joined by
other literary
greats onscreen



It’s midway through spring
and, in true British style, we
behave as if it’s already the

height of summer. The abun-
dance of barbeques, Pimms-
fuelled parties and long lunches
is testimony to our eagerness to
don the sunglasses and flip-flops
at even the slightest hint of sum-
mer-esque weather.

We stubbornly insist upon
spending these marvellous new
‘long’ evenings shivering and
huddled around the expired
embers of a slightly pitiful-look-
ing disposable barbeque, con-
vinced that this is the height
of true sophistication.

However, all of this
premature summer fun
brings with it the risk that
by the time it is actually sum-
mer, we’re bored. Charred
meat becomes dull and taste-
less strawberries, com-
monplace and even
Pimm’s, the
epitome of
E n g l i s h
summer becomes
sickly after a certain
point.

Thankfully, howev-
er, this disasterous outcome is
avoidable and, once again, wine
is the solution. Grab a few of the
bottles below to liven up your
summer drinking and avoid the
monotony of previous years.
They even rival Pimm’s.

22000099 WWiitthheerr HHiillllss
SSaauuvviiggnnoonn BBllaanncc,, MMaarrllbboorroouugghh
(13%; £5.99 each for two,
Majestic): Classic New Zealand
Sauvignon with gooseberry and
passionfruit. A sophisticated

wine, perfet for adding some flair
to the average York picnic. 

22000088 MMââccoonn--LLuuggnnyy LLoouuiiss
LLaattoouurr (13%; £7.99 each for tow,
Majestic): Great value for a clas-
sic and sophisticated white
Burgundy. Crisp fruit flavours. 

22000088 MMoonntt GGrraass CCaabbeerrnneett
SSaauuvviiggnnoonn//SSyyrraahh RReesseerrvvaa,,
CCoollcchhaagguuaa VVaalllleeyy,, CChhiillee (14.5%;
£7.78 each, Waitrose Wine): Full
bodied and fruity. 

22000044 CChhaatteeaauu AArrnnaauuttoonn,,
FFrroonnssaacc (13%; £9.99,

Majestic): Right bank
claret. Juicy with great

a c i d i t y .
Has a
complex

finish with
black cherry,
earth-y and

pepper-y qualities.
22000088 BBeerrrryyss''

EExxttrraa OOrrddiinnaarryy
RReedd BBuurrgguunnddyy

NNiiccoollaass PPootteell (12.5%;
£13.80 each, Berry
Brothers and Rudd):

Pretty special stuff. Great Pinot
Noir with red berries and violet.

22000088 CCrriiooss MMaallbbeecc,,
MMeennddoozzaa (13.5%; £8.99,
Majestic): Incredibly smooth
with deep fruit flavours.

22000099 SSaanncceerrrree ''LLeess
BBaauuddrriièèrreess'' DDoommiinniiqquuee BBaauudd
(12.5%; £7.99 each for two,
Majestic): Crisp citrus and
gooseberry flavours, balanced by
restrained mineral elegance.

22000088 KKaannggaarriillllaa RRooaadd
CChhaarrddoonnnnaayy,, MMccLLaarreenn VVaallee
(13.5%; £8.79 each for two,
Majestic): Fruity but balanced
well with acidity and oak.

Despite it being the first
warm day of the year, I
shouldered the frankly

enormous responsibility of a
Nouse pub columnist and decid-
ed to get myself to a boozer.

But the mid afternoon sun
and the walk from campus to
town seemed a bridge too far for
someone as emphatically unfit
and idle as myself.

The option of going to the
Seahorse Hotel, a 15 minute
long amble from campus, on
Fawcett Street (near the
Barbican gate, you go past it on
the purple bus) was infinitely
more palatable than paying
through the nose for a flat
Carlsberg from the Courtyard.

Other good pubs, such as
The Deramore, may be a shade
closer to campus but the
Seahorse’s location makes it a
perfect stopping point between
campus and town.

The pub’s three rooms, a
snug, a front bar and a parlour,
are all undeniably dated, but not
unpleasant.

The workaday wooden
benches in the front bar contrast
starkly with the plush
Chesterfields in the more pri-
vate parlour, where you are usu-
ally left happily to your own stu-
dent-y devices.

The beer is Samuel Smith’s,
so think Old Brewery Bitter,
Taddy Lager, Sovereign and not
a whole lot else. They're all solid
Yorkshire beers brewed just ten
miles from our doors.

But it is hard economics
that drives the punter to a place
like the Seahorse. I can peddle
the plush parlour and the good
ale all I like, but you just cannot
argue with £1.50 a pint. That’s
cheaper than any campus bar
and with better beer to boot.

To be crude, you can get
trolleyed for a tenner, and not
have to clear up the debris in the
morning.

Couple that with an ideal
location minutes from the city
centre, and the Seahorse
becomes an extremely attractive
proposition for anyone seeking
an entertaining evening.

Looks can be deceiving and I
sincerely hoped so when I
stood outside Asia Gourmet on

a warm spring evening. I’d heard
nothing but praise about the excel-
lent quality of food, but when staring
at the plastic Asian meals suspended
in the restaurant window amidst a
sea of neon lights, I wondered if I
should leave whilst I still had the
chance.

Inside, things appeared even
less encouraging. The ‘orange-box’,
as my housemates and I christened
it, could possibly hold only 30 hun-
gry people at a push. Tables had been
left uncleared and the dated décor
wasn’t even authentic.

However, we embraced the spir-
it and set to work on the extensive
menu while wafts of oriental cuisine
from the open plan kitchen made its
way through to the restaurant area.
The choices of Japanese, Thai,
Indian, Cantonese or Chinese cer-
tainly gave us something to ponder
over.

Even though the waitress was
very polite, the service was extremely
slow - so much so that we had to ask
for her to take our drinks order.
When the drinks arrived they were
served in plastic cups: my friend’s
comment was “at least they won’t
break”, but I was less inclined to
think to optimistically, especially as
the Coke was seemingly flat.

Yet, undoubtedly, optimism is
the way forward and thus we turned
to the food. We all were rather

inclined to the Japanese sushi, and
the izakaya style of eating in Japan
(like the Spanish tapas).

Between the four of us we
ordered eight dishes: Californian
salmon rolls, cucumber rolls, tempu-
ra king prawns, sake salmon, teriyaki
chicken skewers, deluxe battered
assortment of vegetables and fish,
salmon and spring onion rolls and,
lastly, the Tobiko fish roe.

Yet we wondered if this would
suffice; with the rolls only £2 to £4,
£3.80 for the skewers and £5.50 for
the sake salmon.

Each of us was given a small
plate and a dish for soy sauce and
without a large wait, the first of the
courses arrived: the rolls, which
looked fantastic. They certainly tast-
ed as good as they looked.

The rice was cooked to perfec-
tion, just enough moisture to make
the sushi stick with the delicate sea-
weed holding the roll together. The
wasabi was a perfect accompani-
ment to the sushi.

Whilst devouring the rolls, the
waitress brought out the sake-
salmon. Even though it didn’t look
like the most exciting dish, the qual-
ity of the fish was exceptional, con-
sidering the low prices we were pay-
ing.

The teriyaki chicken skewers
were served next. Before visiting the
restaurant, I had been advised to at
least sample the teriyaki sauce
because it tasted so good, and the
recommendation certainly wasn’t

wrong. However, the chicken was
not of the best quality,  rather on the
fatty side, and altogether a bit of a
letdown.

The battered assortment of veg-
etables and fish was again delicious,
although the battered avocado was a
questionable decision by the chef.
Having said that, I really couldn’t
fault the chef on the sushi, he clearly
knew how to craft delicious Japanese
cuisine with the fish roe a definite
favourite.

After we had finished the eight
dishes ordered, we still had room for
more, so once again browsed the
laminated menus and quickly chose
to have some tempura king prawns
and another set of six cucumber
rolls. I would recommend ordering
two or three dishes per person.

The food at Asia Gourmet is
brilliant, and if it wasn’t for the win-
dow-less orange box, the tacky décor
and the slow service I would defi-
nitely go back sooner, especially as
the prices are so reasonable and the
quality of food so good. The whole
meal came to £36; only £9 per per-
son including a drink - where in York
can delicious food fill you up for less?

Yet because Asia Gourmet do
takeaways, I would be far more
inclined to take the sushi and eat in
my own living room, have a picnic
(unfortunately plastic cups still
unavoidable here) or lunch on the go
in town instead of grabbing an
expensive and unauthentic M&S
sushi box.

25/05/10 MM2233www.ey.com/uk/careers

Food & Drink.
RESTAURANT: ASIA GOURMET
ADDRESS: 63 GILLYGATE
PRICES: £10 PER PERSON
REVIEW: PIPPA DYBLE
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WINE R.J. Pringle

PUB Richard Smith

““I really couldn’t fault the chef on the
sushi, he clearly knew how to craft

delicious Japanese cuisine.””





The Burning Question:
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The exam embarrassment is not
the end of all things for finalists

From what I’ve learnt so
far, the last term of
your University degree

is all about pressure.
Everywhere you look, people
are wondering what you’re
doing next year. It’s a buzz
question even when people
aren’t asking it. You look left
and your friend’s picked up
an internship. You look right
and your housemate’s sud-
denly studying Theology in
Rome. You look at your life
at York as a sinking ship and
everywhere people are
jumping overboard into 2:1
dependent lifeboats.

So you’ve got enough to
think about. Each final
deadline and each final
exam has no room for error.
Whether we’re ready or not
for the outside world in its
glorious unpredictability is a
separate issue, but this is
universal across all depart-
ments. Any upset to our
rhythm is disasterous.

Of course, the initial
reaction to hearing about
the History exam mess up is
sympathy for those involved.
We’re so used to exams that

we all have our habits to
turn us into fine-tuned
examination machines.is a
disaster.

With over seven hun-
dred members and counting
in the Facebook group, it’s

clear that not everyone took
the exam. Our display of
student camaraderie is real-
ly promising and is driving
some sort of satisfactory
outcome. Optional resits
and “special mitigating cir-
cumstances” have already
been offered.

The University are not
entirely to blame here, the
mistake is one that could
have happened anywhere,
even in a world-class uni-
versity. It’s not as bad as it

could have been either, the
papers were at least in the
same module. Some are
even pleased about how it's
turned out, with more time
to revise a tougher paper
and the exam more impene-
trable to studying out of the
way.

It might be fair to say
there is no better revision
than having a paper in front
of you in exam conditions.

I hope that all these
measures, and those that
are to come, are fair conso-
lation. Indeed it is nice to
hear that for once everyone
involved; including the stu-
dents, examination officers,
the department, YUSU and
the University itself, will all
be looking for a fair and
common outcome from this
- one that doesn’t damage
overall grades.

Charlie Leyland hits
the nail on the head when
she says that people should
try not to let this distract
them from the rest of their
studies. It’s good advice,
because the last thing final-
ists need is more pressure.

To be a part of the debate and for exclusive web content go to www.nouse.co.uk/comment

While the University
has made an awful
mistake for third-year
History students, the
damage can still be
rectified.

In the English depart-ment, watching the film
or best BBC television

adaptation, instead of read-
ing the novel, is a cardinal
sin against culture.

Therefore, when I
heard about Sociology stu-
dents being able to take a
module on hit-US TV show
‘The Wire’, I suspected that
there might be some back-
lash. And I wasn’t disap-
pointed. Criticism came
from all angles; students
and national newspapers
alike.

Before everyone makes
hysterical snap judgements,
let’s get the facts straight.
The Sociology department is
not basing the entirety of its
degree content on US crime

shows, just one ten week
module offered in final year,
entitled ‘The Wire As Social
Science Fiction?’ Professor
Roger Burrows has been
fighting hard to justify his
choice of introducing the
module, which is unfair. I’ve
heard of crazier happenings
in other departments; in
Biology recently they were
harvesting their tears using
methods such as rubbing
Vicks Vapour Rub and
onions under their eyes.

Strange? Maybe. But we
can’t always agree on every-
thing. That would be boring.

Professor Burrows
believes that the module is
not only innovative and
interesting, but alongside an
extensive list of other mate-
rials the show really does
raise questions for social sci-
entists.

The introduction of
‘The Wire’ for study has not
undermined the degree; it is
not based on sitting in front
of the television. This is just
another point of interest.

As students, regardless
of discipline, isn’t the point
that we are being challenged
here at university? That we
are being asked to question
the simple yes-and-no
answers of GCSE and A
Level? It’s ridiculous for
anyone to think that dis-
missing popular culture
from education.

And yes, there are some
valid concerns surrounding
the introduction of the new
module primarily that ‘The
Wire’ is, of course, fictional;
everything is constructed for
a specific purpose. However
as long as the material is
considered in the appropri-
ate context, then I don't see
a problem. Surely ‘The Wire’
is as valid a depiction of
modern crime in Baltimore
as ‘Pride and Prejudice’ is a
commentary on 19th centu-
ry society?

It is that something
special which makes you
choose one university course
over another. We should be
applauding originality, not
dismissing it.

LLeetttteerrss Nouse, Grimston House, Vanbrugh College

Nouse welcomes your letters. Please indicate if 
they are not intended for publication. 

Email lleetttteerrss@@nnoouussee..ccoo..uukk or write to:

A lack of water coolers are a serious issue after all

www.ey.com/uk/careers

This edition, Nouse asked:

Would the Liberal Democrats
do a better job of running
the country?

216 people voted, with the
majority stating

No

““tthhee mmiissttaakkee
iiss oonnee tthhaatt
ccoouulldd hhaavvee
hhaappppeenneedd
aannyywwhheerree””

For York, it’s all

in the game
Hannah 
Brearley

Luke
Malkin

Dear Nouse,

I am a third-year student living in Alcuin
accommodation halls.

In the past week, I’ve had to contend with
a lot of noisy students enjoying the warm
weather, simultaneously trying to revise for my
final exams.

Whilst I can understand that they are
only trying to revel in the seasonal weather, I
am slightly disappointed with their lack of
sympathy for their peers.

The low point was when the Norwegian
society decided to hold their celebrations for a
whole day in the middle of one of our quads. It
would be acceptable for the inhabitants of our
college to use the space in such a rowdy way,
but when a whole society decides to descend
on one college, I believe that they are really
quite taking it too far. 

An anonymous Alcuin third-year

Dear Nouse,

As the hot weather of the summer term com-
mences, I can only help but note that our
campus is a ‘winter’ one.

To start with, the whole ‘water dispens-
ing cooler promises aren’t an issue to base
the YUSU elections on’ argument has clearly
been undermined.

Now, it has become apparent that we are
in desperate need of this facility. Of course,
I’m not asking for dispensers on every corner,
but perhaps in locations with a high footfall
such as the library or Vanbrugh stalls?

Furthermore the lack of a diverse ice-
cream selection at on-campus venues might
seem trivial but I genuinely think it is of note.
I went to one (unnamed) shop this week only
to find empty ice cream freezers.

Clearly, whoever designed this
University did not have the humid summer
months of the North in mind. 

The 60s style concrete architecture,
towering over the University’s inhabitants,
will lead only to an entrapment of heat.
Indeed, I was in a large Derwent room the
other day for a film screening, and even at
7pm with the fountain next door, it was boil-
ing. 

Heaters we have, fan cooling systems we
do not. Our University officials need to sort
out this situation - the only place where we
may possibly find a comfortable location to
work is the freezing confines of the Vanbrugh
computer room, which remains too cold to
work in during the winter season. Do you see
the vicious circle our University has got into?

I hope you will take this issue seriously,
it is a genuine concern of mine, so I hope you
can publish this letter to raise awareness
across campus.

Claire B, a second-year student
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““iissnn’’tt tthhee
ppooiinntt tthhaatt wwee
aarree bbeeiinngg
cchhaalllleennggeedd aatt 
uunniivveerrssiittyy??””

Be considerate of others
Dear Nouse,

I’m a fresher from Goodricke college.
I’m so fed up with people saying that

Goodricke is a really long way away- it takes
me 15 minutes to walk to campus, which is
about the same distance away as most off-
campus second and third year accommoda-
tion. It’s honestly really not that much of an
issue.

What really upsets me is that even though
we clearly have the nicest accommodation and
facilities on campus (sorry Derwent, Alcuin
too), people can’t even be bothered to come
and visit us. It’s nearer than town! 

It’s just not that far. Deal with it people -
the biggest departments are moving over here
in the next couple of years, so you’ll have to be
making more effort to get to your lectures any-
way.

An anonymous Goodricke first-year

Goodricke is not far away
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1) Yes, better than
both
(23%)

2) Yes, better than
Labour
(12%)

3) Yes, better than
the Tories
(22%)

4) No (43%)



Unsurprisingly, the heat wave
has unleashed the beasts; or,
to be more precise, a num-

ber of beasts with very different
agendas. More bizarre, however, is
the chosen stomping ground of
these hot-blooded creatures whose
switches have flicked.
The world’s gone to hell in an

electronic handbasket, in my hum-
ble opinion, as Fitfinder has taken
our little haven by storm.
Much to my dismay, particular-

ly as I have recently purchased
some rather fetching underwear, I
haven’t been hit on in weeks. Not
even by the man I bought the
underwear from.
Rather than make a beeline for

the object of their affections, the
lusty masses seem to be running
home - not to take a cold shower,
but to “post a fittie”.
This website is seeing more

action than all my acquaintances
combined; and it’s all rather unsat-
isfying.
Clothes aren’t being ripped off

in passionate exchanges; they are
being chosen more carefully
though, and I think perhaps the
victors of this most recent fad are
the locals gyms, and fashion gurus.
There are a lot fewer badly

dressed people lurking around on
campus and a lot more gleaming,
toned upper bods, as Fitfinder
seems to have ignited a ridiculously
heightened level of self-awareness
that appears unrivalled.
The guys and gals are dressing

to impress their anonymous admir-
ers, and it’s making for a much
more aesthetically pleasing campus
experience.

Ifirmly believe that the increasedfoot traffic in and around the
library has nothing whatsoever

to do with frenzied cramming and
dissertation distress and that it is,
in fact, a bi-product of the Fitfinder
phenomenon.
Hordes of would-be-fitties are

clustering in the selection of
Fitfinder approved areas, pacing up
and down apparently in search of
books but clearly out to catch some
poor, studious bloke’s wandering
eye.
I personally have seen the num-

ber of neon outfits skyrocket in
recent weeks - and let’s face it,
there’s always got to be another rea-
son for neon. Stripes, polka dots,
loud tribal prints- yes, I hear you
cry, all standard summer wear, but
also - perfect peacock material.
You know it makes sense: tell

me you haven’t wondered about the
girl in your seminar with a large red
carnation tacked precariously and
dangerously close to her breast; or
the guy who really shouldn’t be
wearing a wife-beater, but is.
It has also been responsible for

a surge in comedy chat-up lines. If
you’re not hearing them in real life,
they are a fantastic cheer up tech-
nique. People are getting all

metaphorical literal - “you could fill
my bagel anytime”- which makes a
pleasant change from “you have
great tits and a good
face”.
Anyway, move

over Facebook,
hello Fitfinder-
it’s the first
thing I check when
I get home.
My person-

al approach to
making my
debut has been
to streak through
Vanbrugh: simple, but
effective. And after
all, it is hot.

Iwitnessed a farmore exciting
p a s s a g e

through Vanbrugh
though, a week or so
ago as I made my way home
and stumbled across the
miracle of imagination that
was ‘Gangsta V’. If the event’s
tagline hadn’t persuaded you: “Is
right rude boi! Peep this! Your blaz-
ing squad of Ents Reps are bringin'
it on back with yet ANOTHER stel-
la Volume Event!”. Sorry, not ‘if ’, of

course, I meant ‘of course’. Anyway,
if the impressive press and publici-
ty ghettospeak hadn’t tickled your
medallion, the bevy of beautiful
biatches certainly would have.
Chains, bootys, natty headgear:
everything you want to have deco-
rate your floor for one night only. I
was assailed by “Wasssup gurrrl”
and in an utterly blind panic, let my
first instinct took over: pulled
down his saggy jeans so far that
they would interfere with his faux
gangster limp, and made a run for
it. I heard the fire of bb imitation
guns explode behind me, but hap-
pily survived with dignity intact
and bruise free.

The furore surrounding
stalled SinneD ticket sales
also seems to have taken

place predominantly online; and
as “increased server space”
means as little to me as “Liberal
Conservative”, I chose to look
for the humour.
Within the torrent of mature

and considered response to this
publication’s article outlining the
outrage, there were a few flashes of
hilarity that I only wish could be
attributed to the people responsi-
ble.

The situation grew to such a
scale that it attracted the attentions
of Simon Cowell and Louis Walsh,
who proved indispensable in break-
ing up the barney; but my personal
favourite was the “I pressed F5
repeatedly on YUSU’s website just
to crash it. Taking the Bullet LAD.”
Whoever this person is, I would

like to extend to him or her (yes, the
invitation stands regardless) an
offer of a night of pure, unadulter-
ated passion- or a lovely set of La
Senza underwear, whatever floats
your boat.
Although I’m sure this brilliant

expression of wit provided little
comfort to those who had lost valu-
able working hours or gone away
empty-handed from that grim web-
site, it did lighten the mood some-
what.

Anyway, in the heat of the
moment, we forgot what
aspect of SinneD should real-

ly have been making us howl and
moan and tear out our hair: the
organising committee’s recently
released promo.
Sloth had me prematurely

excited, and by Lust I was positive-
ly frothing at the mouth. Take my
advice, boys and girls - it’s as good
as watching your favourite cine-
matic sex scene.
Obviously this recommenda-

tion does not actually apply to the
lucky kind of sinner who’s seeing
some kind of action, virtual or
physical. Then you can tell me to
get a life or, alternatively, keep it in
my pants.
Either way, I’m going to be

relieved when the heat dies down.
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18.05.10 23:15
To: president@yusu.org
From: lewis.bretts@yusu.org
Subject:

you’re looking a bit tipsy Tim, has that Corky’s shot gone to
your head?

lew lew x
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
20.05.10 19:36
To: president@yusu.org
From: jason.rose@gmail.com
Subject: RE: Petition...

for you to end it quickly! look this UGM business is really
boring, i just want to go home.
come on...

x
-----------------------------------------
20.05.10 19.41
To: president@yusu.org
From: services@yusu.org

ohhh no

think we’ve accidentally attended a meeting of
the york tories here. zzz

-----------------------------------------
20.05.10 01:31
To: president@yusu.org
From: emily.scott@yusu.org
Subject: OI

motion passed: you’re no fun. why can’t we have
the “free ice cream for rhiannon and emily”
motion??
-----------------------------------------
21.05.10 09.10
To: president@yusu.org
From: news@theyorker.co.uk
Subject: Any stories?

Hey Tim,

We’re wondering if you’ve got any good stories for us?
Thanks,

The Yorker
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
22.05.10 09:53
To: president@yusu.org
From: news@theyorker.co.uk
Subject: RE: Any stories?

Of course we’re still around! I’m sure you saw our coverage
of Roses right?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
23.05.10 11:32
To: president@yusu.org

From: r.kinchin@yusu.org
Subject: RE: Stadium

look, its not that i hate football
im just bored of being better than you...
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
24.05.10 14:53
To: president@yusu.org
From: c.rowley@yusu.org
Subject: OI!

im bored of the strat plan now

can we talk about something else???

xx

TIM NGWENA’S BLACKBERRY as seen by Ben Gascoyne

The Acquaintance
with Poppy Babcock



The death of the Euro Zone: crisis and conflicts

ITWAS ONLY a few years ago that
countries were falling over each
other to try and gain entry into the
prestigious 'Euro club'.

Now, the picture is not so
golden - we are faced with continu-
ous riots in Athens, discontent
from European voters and danger
of default risk spreading.

The Greek people are clearly
furious at how their national
accounts were allowed to deterio-
rate so dismally. But the protests
are too late; fiscal austerity is
inevitable. The bailout-package,
mainly funded by Germany, comes
with strict conditions attached.

The voters of Germany are far
from happy either. If the German
people weren’t euro-sceptic before,
then they may be now. Nationalist
mourning for the Deutschmark did
not take long to surface following
the announcement of the bailout
package.

In a recent meeting with

Nicolas Sarkozy in Paris, David
Cameron predictably distanced
himself from the Euro. Who can
blame him though? The
Government already has one
deficit crisis, it certainly doesn’t
need to be part of another one.

Greece may just be the begin-

ning though, other economies
within the Euro Zone are also at
risk of default. Collectively known,
rather harshly, as the PIGS,
Portugal, Ireland, Greece and
Spain are all have deep deficits.

The bailout package offered to
Greece may not be sufficient to

stop the financial panic spreading
towards the West of Europe. When
it was announced markets reacted
favourably worldwide, however, it
seems that this was just a short
rest-bite. The Euro members, in
collaboration with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF), may not have done enough
to stem the virulent flow of trepida-
tion.

Could the Euro Zone cope
with four bankrupt states on its
hands? Also, who would be paying
for it all? Both are depressing and
terrifyingly real questions.

Bailing out Greece also may
have unintentionally increased the
risk of default elsewhere. This is
due to moral hazard it has created.
Portugal and Spain may choose to
keep the electorate happy and
avoid Grecian-style rioting, rather
than make savage cuts, safe in the
knowledge a bailout is waiting for
them should they crumble.

Despite the pessimism of
Angela Merkel, the French seem
fairly optimistic about the
prospects of the Euro. Optimism

seems quite misplaced in the cur-
rent environment though.

The system of running a single
currency through one central bank
relies on synchronisation of eco-
nomic conditions. However, funda-
mental differences are now bound
to arise.

The Euro zone countries who
are still a long way from recovery
will want consistently low interest
rates and the European Central
Bank (ECB) may have to print
money to cope with chronic lever-
age levels. This will clash with the
other stronger nations who will
want to prioritise curbing inflation.

Divergence is going to lead to
future conflict within the Euro
zone and create challenges that the
Euro countries will not have expe-
rienced before.

Fun was often poked at the
Euro zone for being dull and bor-
ing. Now it is definitely exciting,
but unfortunately for all the wrong
reasons. Whether the Euro can
survive its biggest challenge is yet
to be seen, but it certainly won’t be
easy.

ERIC CABALLERO

GlobalFocus
1.SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA--------------
The South Korean Foreign
Minister, Yu Myung-hwan, has
declared that the sinking of a naval
ship in March was undoubtedly the
work of North Korea. Though the
North denied involvement, the
minister believes that there is
enough evidence for a case to be
made to the United Nations. The
evidence is said to be the discovery
of a torpedo propeller and traces of
explosives that match the kind
used in a previously recovered
North Korea torpedo. The US is
believed to be supporting the con-
clusions drawn, whilst China is
more cautious. 46 sailors died in
the attack.

2.BANGKOK,THAILAND--------------
Order has been returned to
Bangkok after months of unrest.
The government has regained con-
trol of the capital from ‘red shirt’
protesters after several violent con-
frontations. The problems began
following a military coup which
ousted Thaksin Shinawatra in
2006.

3.TEHRAN, IRAN-----------------------
A trade of uranium between Iran
and Turkey has caused internation-
al controvesy. Turkey has agreed to
send Iran 120kg of highly enriched
uranium for supposed use in a
medical research reactor. In
exchange, Iran will deliver 1200kg
of less enriched uranium to Turkey.

4.EAST COAST,SOMALIA--------------
A Somali official has raised con-
cerns over the conviction of a
Somali pirate in the US. Jamaal
Cumar has questioned the right of
a foreign country to try Somali
pirates who operate off the East

African Coast. Muse, the pirate, has
admitted to his part in a 2009
attack and faces a 27 year sentence
in American prison. Yemen mean-
while has sentenced six pirates to
death for the hijacking of an oil
tanker, despite the pirates’ protests
about the lack of evidence and the
fact that no witnesses were allowed
to testify.

5.NEWYORK,USA-----------------------
Plans to build a mosque in New
York near the ground zero site has
met with great controversy.
Founder Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf
explains its significance as a
demonstration of the true face of
the Muslim faith. However there
are those who lost loved ones in the

terrorist atrocities almost a decade
ago who feel rankled by it. They
appear to be a minority though, as
many are ready to argue that
American ideology expresses reli-
gious freedom, and therefore one of
the great faiths should be recog-
nised.

6.NANJING, CHINA---------------------
A court in China has sentenced the
leader of a group of swingers to
three and half years in prison.
Eighteen other people involved
with the group were also sentenced
but were given short punishments.
The case has raised questions over
the extent of civil liberties in China.
In total 190 people were members
of the group.

7.LONDON,UNITED KINGDOM-----
The coalition Government has
recently published its key policy
plans. The main sources of dis-
agreement seem to be immigration
and higher education, though the
two party Government seems to be
united on the NHS and cutting the
deficit. Both sides have made con-
cessions, the Conservatives appear
to havemade less, due to their larg-
er presence in the House of
Commons.

8.THE HAGUE,NETHERLANDS------
Supermodel Naomi Campbell may
be subpoenaed to give evidence in
the trial of former President of
Liberia Charles Taylor at The
Hague in the Netherlands. Taylor

is accused of using diamonds to
fund weapons purchases on behalf
of the notorious RUF in Sierra
Leone. It is thought that he gave
Campbell rough diamonds in 1997.

9. SMOLENSK, RUSSIA-----------------
A team investigating the plane
crash which killed the Polish presi-
dent and 90 other people have dis-
covered non-crew members were
in the cockpit. One of the bodies
has been identified by the voices
picked up in the cockpit. Terrorist
attack, fire on board and engine
explosion have all been ruled out as
possible causes, and the Tupolev-
154 plane was deemed to be in full
working order when it crashed.
The investigation continues.

10.GULF OF MEXICO------------------
The oil spillage from BP’s
Deepwater Horizon rig has now
reached a powerful ocean current
which could carry it to Florida. The
current has been described as a
‘conveyor belt’ by the European
Space Agency, whose satellite pho-
tos of the find have raised fears of
the oil extending far up the East
Coast of America. Aside from the
plans to staunch the leak itself with
a capping device, emergency teams
have been using all manner of
methods to clean the surface mess,
from dispersant chemicals to
booms made from nylon tights.

11.LILONGWE,MALAWI---------------
A gay couple could be sentenced up
to 14 years in prison, after being
found guilty of gross indecency.
The Ugandan parliament may also
pass a bill making homosexuality
punishable by death.
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in 2007, has also ruled himself
out.

Many are excited by the
sibling rivalry between David
and Ed Miliband. David
Miliband is currently favourite
for the job and has said he is
confident his family will
“remain strong” whatever the
outcome, and that he was
“immensely proud” of his
brother.

He has been a consistent
performer for the Labour
Party, and was a success as
Foreign Secretary. The broth-
ers have stated similar views
that the era of Brown and Blair
was over.

Ed Balls, a close ally of
Gordon Brown, has stated that

his small electoral majority in
his constituency of Morely and
Outwood “wouldn’t be a prob-
lem” in his campaign for lead-

ership.
Andy Burnham believes

he is a “different voice in the
campaign” and told the BBC he

has “an ability to speak to peo-
ple who have lost faith in
Labour”. Having been a mem-
ber of the Labour Party for 25
years, he is currently Shadow
Health Secretary.

Britain’s first black female
MP, Diane Abbott, was an
unexpected contender, but has
maintained she will make a
“serious bid”. There is still time
for more contenders to enter
the fray, with outspoken left
wing backbencher John
McDonnel attempting to get
enough support to run.

Whoever is elected will
face the tough challenge of try-
ing to restore Labour to a
majority in the House of
Commons.

THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY is
under more pressure now than at
any point since the late 90s.

Now, this might sound like a
bold thesis, considering the depths
the Tories plumbed when in oppo-
sition.

There are two states in which
the big parties are safe in the UK
political system. If they are in
power with a sizeable majority, as
Labour were from 1997, it almost
doesn't matter how divided the
party is. The top brass will be in
such a position of strength that
they'll be able to whip their mem-
bers into line.

Also, if they are largely united
behind a cause or a general stand-
point and manage to hold onto
votes in their traditional bases, as
the Tories did through the early
2000s, they are also quite safe.

Currently, the Tories find
themselves in neither position.
They do not have a majority and
Cameron has pushed party policy

much closer to the centre than the
vast majority of the party feel com-
fortable with.

The recent Tory election man-
ifesto is a study in attempting to
make centrism palatable to the
Tory back-bench MPs. It makes
token gestures towards the pater-
nalist Toryism of old, the marriage
tax break proposal being a prime

example, and makes rightist prom-
ises on Europe that the top brass
has no idea how it would be able to
implement.

However, in the main it is a
centrist manifesto. This upset the
backbenchers - but they kept quiet
in the hope of gaining healthy
majority.

In a coalition that has forced

them to drop a large proportion of
the rightist policies that they had
left, many in the party, led by Lord
Tebbit, are revolting.

Cameron has recently tried to
whip the party into line by neuter-
ing an influential committee of
backbench MPs (The 1922
Committee) by forcing them to
allow ministers to be involved.
Cameron won the vote on this, but
it only served to highlight the mas-
sive divisions in the party, as 118
MPs, a huge number, voted against
Cameron's proposal.

Backbenchers are now, with
reason, planning to challenge the
constitutionality of the vote. This
will only cause more of a division
within the party, something which
can only end in tears. Disunity
within a Government can harmful-
ly distract from the real agendas
facing the country.

Cameron may just be able to
assuage the rift in party and lead
the coalition through its bold and
intense program of reform.

However, the seeds of disunity
have been sown, and seem likely to
bear ugly fruit.

TRYING TO FIGHT a controver-
sial immigration law? Who do you
turn to for assistance? Naturally,
the first port of call is popular chil-
dren's cartoon character Dora the
Explorer.

Or at least campaigners
against a new immigration law in
the state of Arizona seem to think
so. The new law gives police the
power to stop anyone as long they
have “reasonable suspicion” that
the person is not a legal citizen.
Which is bound to lead to height-
ening of racial tension and discrim-
ination.

In a rather warped manner,
the campaigners have given the
Spanish speaking girl a black eye,
bleeding nose and taken a police
mug-shot of her. Some people will
consider this technique a step too
far, but it has been hugely success-
ful in attracting attention.

Perhaps, in a new episode, we
can expect to see Dora giving a
basic lesson in always having your
immigration papers in your trusty
rucksack.

Maybe the use of cartoon char-
acters in this manner should be
adopted in the UK. It could defi-
nitely add a new element to debates
over immigration policy.

For example, in protest to the
Conservative-Liberal Democrat
coalition putting a cap on migrants
from outside the EU. You could
highlight that once the annual cap
has been reached, we face the very
real possibility of beloved
Paddington Bear being rejected
entry to the UK. It is well known
that Paddington is from 'Darkest
Peru', and as a consequence may
not be able to pack a battered suit-
case full of marmalade sandwiches.

It could even creep in other
spheres. I'm yet to see the episode
of Postman Pat where the
Communication Workers Union
goes on strike over pay disputes and
Pat delivers the mail three days late.

Using popular children's fig-
ures in this way could easily go too
far though, and also distract from
the importance of the issues at
hand.

Dora the Explorer immigra-
tion jokes have begun popping up
everywhere, one even depicting her
vaulting the wall at the US-Mexico
border. This can trivialise the situa-
tion.

Whatever the context, cartoon
characters are a powerful tool. They
can have a broad appeal as well as
being part of an unorthodox cam-
paign method. However, it might,
just somehow, be an effective form
of public opposition.

Leadership contest begins in earnest

David
Miliband is
currently
the
favourite to
succeed
Gordon
Brown as
Labour
leader, but
he faces stiff
competition,
including his
brother Ed

Alexander Prowse
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR

SEVERAL LABOUR MPs have
announced their candidacy for
the upcoming leadership con-
test.

David Miliband is set to go
head-to-head against his
brother Ed, as well as Andy
Burnham and Ed Balls. Diane
Abbott is the only woman so far
to enter the contest. Harriet
Harman, who is acting leader
has announced that she will not
be standing.

Labour candidates have
until 9 June to announce their
intention to stand, with the
support of 33 MPs needed.

The new leader will not be
elected until the Labour
Conference on 26 September in
Manchester.

The party decided they
wanted to postpone making the
decision in the wake of losing
the election to the
Conservatives, hoping that they
will be able to make the right
choice for the future.

Many key figures have
been quick to rule themselves
out of the running. Alistair
Darling and Jack Straw will not
be running, mainly due to the
belief that younger candidate is
required.

Former Home Secretary
Alan Johnson, who for a long
time was seen as a challenger to
Gordon Brown, has ruled him-
self out and pledged his support
to David Miliband. It is widely
thought that Yvette Cooper will
support her husband Ed Balls.

Jon Cruddas, who was
defeated by Harriet Harman in
the contest for Deputy Leader
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Coalition could prove fractious for Tories

“Maybe the use of
cartoon characters in
this manner should
be adopted in the
UK”

“Alistair Darling
and Jack Straw will
not be running,
mainly due to the
belief that younger
candidate is
required.”

Cameron may struggle to prevent divisons over the coalition
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Special relationship not so special after all?
Kate Goligher
POLITICS EDITOR

Tea Party candidate wins primary

David
Cameron on
the phone
to Barack
Obama
shortly after
becoming
Prime
Minister

Sarah Palin
is a key fig-
ure in the
Tea Party
movement

BARACK OBAMA was the first
Head of State to call David
Cameron, suggesting that the
relationship between the UK
and the USA might be on the
mend after Obama’s previous
rebuffs towards Gordon Brown.

However it is unlikely that
any future relationship between
Obama and Cameron will be
anything like the relationship
between George Bush and Tony
Blair.

Both Obama and Cameron
are preoccupied by domestic
issues, particularly their respec-
tive economies. International
relations and state building will
inevitably be placed on the back
burner.

Despite historical and cul-
tural links between the UK and
the US, it was not until World
War II and the premiership of
Winston Churchill that the spe-
cial relationship really came to
the fore.

But what is the ‘special
relationship’? The ‘special rela-

tionship’ refers to co-operation
on a vast spectrum of issues
including economics and for-
eign policy.

The recent war Iraq and
the financial bailouts are prime
examples of such co-operations.
The UK is frequently portrayed
as the ‘junior partner’ by the
media. In 2008, however, after
the collapse of the investment
bank Lehman brothers,
America dramatically altered its
economic policy because of the
measures taken by Alistair
Darling choosing to buy shares
in banks.

Throughout the 20th
Century this relationship has
dominated British foreign poli-
cy with successive Prime
Ministers attending cosy sum-
mits at Camp David.

World War II was arguably
a defining moment in the rela-
tionship between the UK and
the USA with particular criti-
cism being levelled at the
Americans.

It can be suggested that
initially the Americans were
reluctant to enter into the war,
preferring instead to supply

arms to the UK. The USA did
not enter the war until after the
attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan
in 1941.

In 2006 the UK finally fin-
ished paying off its loans to
America fromWWII. The econ-
omist John Maynard Keynes
went to America in 1945 hoping
for a gift from America which
could be used to pay for post

LAST WEEK, Rand Paul, an
outsider candidate with little
experience, won the Kentucky
Republican senate primary
against the establishment
favourite Trey Greyson.

Paul, an opthamologist
who describes himself as a
“career doctor not a politician”
on his website, had the backing
of Sarah Palin and the Tea Party
movement. He won easily with
59 per cent of the vote com-
pared to Greyson’s 35 per cent,
in a victory which suggests the

Tea Party may be gaining
momentum and influence.

Palin proclaimed Paul’s
win as a “wake up call for the
country”. She added: “We have
an opportunity not to embrace
the status quo but to shake
things up.”

Paul’s policies perfectly
embody the deeply conserva-
tive, limited-government agen-
da of the Tea Party Movement.
Paul opposes all government
bailouts, advocating reliance on
charity rather than government
to provide social services, and
wants to raise the Social
Security retirement age. He also

opposes restrictions on gun-
ownership, and all abortion,
even in cases of rape and incest.

Rand Paul is a candidate
created and moulded by the Tea
Party and is a fervent champion
of the movement. “I have a mes-
sage, a message from the Tea
Party, a message that is loud
and clear and does not mince
words: We have come to take
our government back,” said Paul
after his win.

Democrats and moderate
Republicans alike fear that
Paul’s win may demonstrate

that the Tea Party are able to
impact upon mainstream poli-
tics. But his victory will also give
the Tea Party increased and per-
haps unwelcome scrutiny as
voters examine what the Tea
Party stands for rather than
what it stands against.

The Tea Party movement is
the umbrella name for a protest
movement orchestrated by local
and national groups, and inter-
net communities. Their name
alludes to the 1773 events of the
Boston Tea Party protests
against taxation without repre-

sentation.
The movement is a vocal

and angry, but relatively power-
less, collection of people united
by their opposition to big gov-
ernment, President Obama’s
stimulus package, and
increased taxation. Its growing
influence may signal a shift fur-
ther to the right for the
Republican Party, with moder-
ate Republicans being ousted in
favour of more conservative
candidates.

Operating at a grassroots
level, it provides libertarian

war reconstruction, but instead
he returned with a loan.

The USA has been heavily
criticised for this by historians,
however should the UK expect
financial gifts from the US?
Perhaps not as throughout the
war most of the equipment
received by the UK from the US
was free or heavily discounted.

Relations between Obama

conservatives with the opportu-
nity to mobilize and protest
against an administration that
they perceive to be invasive and
spending without control. A
survey by Rasmussen Reports
last week found that 48% of
voters stated that they have
more in common with the views
of the average Tea Party mem-
ber than those of Obama.

Although only about a year
old, the Tea Party movement
has been increasingly in the
headlines, with a series of well-
attended protests gaining them
media attention. It mobilized
thousands of protesters for last
year’s Taxpayer March on
Washington, dubbed the 9/12
Tea Party.

The Tea Party movement
has no formal leadership or
organization, something which
could be potentially damaging
should it try to expand its polit-
ical influence.

The movement encom-
passes a wide range of view-
points from those doubting
Obama’s US citizenship to polit-
ical figures such as Sarah Palin
threatening the potential for
cohesion. Its adherents are
divided between young fiscal
conservatives, and older mem-
bers who oppose widespread
government intervention, but
still support programmes such
as Medicare and Social Security.

What remains to be seen is
whether the Tea Party move-
ment is capable of significantly
influencing mainstream poli-
tics, or whether its protests are
largely impotent manifestations
of anger by disgruntled conser-
vatives.

“Paul opposes restric-
tions on gun owner-
ship and all abortion
even in cases of rape
and incest ”
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and Cameron are likely to differ
vastly from those which have
gone previously. Many people
will be hoping that Cameron
stands up to Obama, however
those hoping for a moment like
the one depicted in ‘Love
Actually’ will be disappointed.

Despite our heritage as an
extremely powerful nation, the
UK is arguably punching above
its weight in terms of its stand-
ing on the world stage.

The UK is a permanent
member of the United Nations
security council, one of only five
countries to have such a posi-
tion. Germany, which has the
largest economy in Europe, is
also not a permanent member
of the security council.

The UK is widely respected
on the international stage.
However, it is important to
recognise that our current posi-
tion is due to our history rather
than our present. Obama has
prioritised relationships with
China and Russia and as a con-
sequence the relationship
between Britain and America
may be viewed with less impor-
tance.

Vanessa Donhowe-Mason
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR

asecondhandconjecture

CONSERVATIVE PARTY
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The University of York Canoe Polo Club

EVERY SO often, you find great
entertainment in the most unex-
pected of places. Soaked to the skin
from a Lancastrianmonsoon on the
Saturday afternoon of Roses, I was
quite happy to nurse a pint and a
bacon roll and attempt to fend off
the early symptoms of pneumonia.
Covering the canoe polo matches,
indeed anything water-related, was
not an attractive option.Who’s even
heard of canoe polo anyway? How
wrong I was.

What I witnessed in the fol-
lowing hour was one of the most
frenetic, engrossing sports I will
ever see. Whoever dreamt up set-
ting ten canoes and their pumped-
up occupants loose on a swimming
pool, arming them with paddles
and throwing a ball into the ensu-
ing maelström is, apparently, a
genius. The end product is a high-
adrenaline, no-holds-barred spec-
tacle that would never cease to cap-
ture the imagination.

Fast forward three weeks and
the pace is much gentler. On the
hottest day of the year so far, the
River Ouse glistens in the bright
sunshine, the banks are lined with
people rejoicing. It’s the weekend,
smartly-attired racegoers stroll
home and tourist pleasure cruises
drift by. Suddenly, the arrival of a
flotilla of vividly-coloured canoes
gliding onto the water seizes the
public imagination. Millennium
Bridge is lined with interested
spectators as a practice game of
attack vs. defence unfolds beneath,
the hand-made goal net suspended
from the Fulford landmark’s futur-
istic frame.

Further down, I’m learning the
fundamentals of kayaking under

the expert supervision of Maria
Senso, last year’s club President,
and Sarah Goss, her successor. I’m
clearly not built for kayaking,
hence the regular comfort breaks
to restore the circulation to my
dead legs, but after some initial
thrashing about and 360° spins,
I’ve mastered the basics in about 15
minutes and merrily paddle up and
down the river, exchanging friend-
ly waves with passing cruisers as
though a veteran.

It’s not long before I’m thrown
into some passing and dribbling
drills, gaining a sense of what is
required in the heat of the game.
The aim is to hurl the ball into a 1m
x 1.5m net hung two metres above
the water past a goalkeeper – the
player nearest to the goal at the
time of the attack – who holds up
their paddle to block it. For once,
my height was an advantage in this
part of the game and I managed to
prevent a few goals in the practice

Six uncontested positions have made a sham of the York Sport elections

I’M NO psychic, but I could have
told you the results of the York
Sport Committee elections long
before Friday’s official unveiling of
Team Asfahani. Like some kind of
plastic kid’s talent show, they were
all winners. Well, apart from poor
old Will Cusworth, whose swanky
poster campaign wasn’t enough to
unseat Rosamund Wood from the
post of York Sport mathematician
and general purveyor of bad news.
Perhaps he should try and form a
coalition.

Whichever way you look at it,
whether you use AV, STV, sexy AV+
or YUSU click and drag, the apathy
in this year’s sport committee elec-
tions has been disgusting. Six
uncontested positions out of seven
might be because people are fright-
ened of Sam Asfahani, or because
they care far more about their
clubs than the body who looks after
them, but more likely it is because
our sportsmen and women have
lost their bottle.

Don’t get me wrong, the elect-
ed committee will do a magnificent
job, no doubt about it. Each has

Adam

Shergold

SSppoorrttss EEddiittoorr

been passionately committed to
their clubs over a long period of
time; religiously training two or
three times each week, heroically
overcoming aching arms and legs
to reach the top of Micklegate
every Wednesday night and gener-
ally looking after the best interests
of their mates on endless commit-
tees. I wish them well. If nothing
else, Netball stands to do very well. 

But where was the competi-
tion? It astounds me that people
from across the whole roster of
York Sport-affiliated clubs are so
quick to complain, to moan and
groan, on the comment forums of
Nouse, in my ear on a Wednesday
night or at the desk of Emily Scott
when they can’t get across the
Pennines because they missed their
train, can’t afford new shorts
because they’ve had one-too-many
messy socials or are about to be rel-
egated. 

Well guys, here was the
chance to get on the inside and
make things right, to make some
kind of a difference, and you
missed it. Nice one. Does this mean Cesca Dessain, of Netball and Fusion fame, is the new York Sport Events Officer

PETER IVESON

Two years ago, Canoe Polo had no budget, no players and was stigmatised by its own ranks, but
now the sport is one of the coolest on campus. Sports Editor Adam Shergold takes to the water

SAM NEWSOME

The open canoe polo match at Roses, which finished 2-2, will stick in the memory of all present

match I joined later in the after-
noon. Otherwise, pretty much any-
thing goes, hence the helmets and
numbered yellow life jackets with
added side-padding to guard
against ramming. 

On beautiful days like this, the
determination of Senso and her
committee to resurrect the sport on
campus is vindicated. Of course, it
isn’t always 30°C and sometimes
finding a suitable venue to accom-
modate the small band of regular

members is often a struggle. The
club lead a somewhat nomadic
existence, being forced to train at
the Abbey Leisure Centre in Selby,
a 20 mile drive and, throughout the
cold winter months, keeping the
momentum of training and match
practice can be difficult. 

But at least they are still here.
In the year of Alex Lacy’s tenure as
York Sport President, the club did-
n’t receive its budget, the playing
staff shrunk to just two and polo
acquired an unflattering reputation
of being somehow inferior to its big
brother, the Canoe Club. It meant a
year in the wilderness as the sur-
vivors re-built and tried to drum up
interest among freshers. The strate-
gy of fighting on beneath the York
Sport radar seems to have paid off,
with as many as 25 people, includ-
ing an Italian national player, sign-
ing up this year. 

It enabled the club to recover
their budget, plus an apologetic
surplus, and return to the cut and
thrust of tournaments, both in
BUCS regional competition and
Roses last month. Although the
experience of the Lancaster team
shone through in the women’s fix-
ture, the open match was one of the
most exciting the club have ever
been involved in, finishing two-
apiece after Lancaster grabbed a
late equaliser. 

The day ended, fittingly, with
a barbecue beside the Ouse. The
perfect end to a day with a friendly
club who should continue to rise
and rise. 

To find out more about the
Canoe Polo club, including training
times and costs, e-mail canoepo-
lo@yusu.org.      

everything is hunky dory then in
the world of sport at York? 

What we had was not a demo-
cratic election, more a selecting of a
Cabinet. Asfahani might have well
of picked names out of his
American Football helmet, or he
could have borrowed Mark Lund’s
cut-out draw kit. The election hus-
tings on Monday evening lasted a
paltry 50 minutes. Great for my
much-neglected revision strategy,
but hardly a glowing tribute to
active student participation at
York. One-by-one, the candidates
stood before the crowd of 40 and
read out what they intended to do.
In a number of cases, there were no
questions asked. There was defi-
nitely no chance of a debate break-
ing out. 

So well done Pepper and
Copson, good luck with organising
a home Roses a person light, well-
done Cesca Dessain, Jo Brayshaw,
Chris Maughan et al. Thanks for
bothering to represent the hun-
dreds of people who play sport. To
everyone else, you’d better hope
they do a good job.            
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Two weeks into the College Cup
and it should now be pretty obvious
whether your fantasy football team
is the high-flying Halifax firsts or
long-suffering Goodricke thirds of
the Nouse league.

At the time of writing, top spot
is shared between Conor Brennan’s
‘MK DOM PETSCZKAK’ and Ben
Smith’s ‘Cambridge University
Netball Team’. with ‘renegades’, ‘I
Need to Recuperate FC’ and
‘Goodricke WAG’s FC’, in hot pur-
suit. The latter’s position is particu-
larly impressive, being one of the
few teams in the top half of the
league that does not contain MMaarrkk
JJoohhnnssoonn.

To say that Johnson has been a
wise pick is a bit of an understate-
ment. With four goals and two con-
secutive Man-of-the-Match per-
formances, Johnson is arguably the
star performer of the tournament
so far and a definite Start ‘em.
Expect a mad rush to sign him in
the upcoming transfer window.

Yes, the transfer window. The
opportunity of redemption for your
current disaster. Nearly three
weeks away, there’s still some time
to go until the reshuffle but it
would be useful to start to consider

Start em Sit em Fantasy Football in-depth by Leigh Clarke

Mark Johnson, celebrating a goal with James Offord, has proved a snip at £7m

TheMixer

which teams are likely to go fur-
thest in the Cup’s knock-out stages.

Halifax certainly look a pretty
safe bet to still be standing in the
final weeks. They had their
doubters before the tournament
but these critics have been compre-
hensively silenced with 14 goals in
two games without conceding.
Quite the start then.

Unsurprisingly ‘Fax firsts
players dominate the ‘Top Players’
charts with both BBrreennnnaannss, AAsshh
DDaallyy, MMaarrkk LLuunndd, AAlleexx TTrriinngghhaamm
and TToomm RRaaggaann all in the top
twelve positions. Tringham is a
definite Start ‘em, scoring two
goals from defence already and
Ragan is my cheeky tip for the
Golden Boot - he’s already bagged
four and, with Conor Brennan
playing out wide, is Halifax’s prin-
ciple goal threat.

The best keeper picks are
James’s DDoomm MMccMMaahhoonn and
Goodricke’s EEdd FFoosstteerr, who are
both yet to concede. Both teams
have relatively easy groups so
expect all of their players to contin-
ue racking up points for the
remainder of the group stages.

There are also the cheaper
Start ‘ems, those golden picks that

only the sharpest scouts were per-
ceptive enough to notice. You
would have been forgiven for not
rushing towards the Wentworth
seconds players when originally
picking, yet a hat-trick for DDaavvee
WWoorrsslleeyy in his side’s 3-1 victory
over Vanbrugh thirds has catapult-
ed him to top of the table.
Goodricke seconds lynchpin NNiicckk
DDhheeiirr is also racking up the points
and might  be able to guide his side
towards  that second Group D
spot. 

And the Sit ‘ems? There was a
mad rush to sign last year’s player
of the tournament PPaarrrriiss WWiilllliiaammss,
but after two games many might
be regretting their choice.
Williams is yet to score and is
struggling even to get a full game
in an Alcuin team where there is
strong competition for the striker
position. 

DDoomm HHeennnneeyy, former
Derwent captain and college foot-
ball stalwart, currently sits on -1
points after scoring an own goal in
his side’s only game so far.

Like many of us, he will take
solace in the fact that there is still
a long way to go and ample oppor-
tunity to save face. 

Group One (all data correct on Sunday week 5)
Team                                  Pl.   W    D    L    F     A     GD     Pts.
Goodricke 1sts                 2     2     0    0    6     0      +6      6     
Derwent 2nds                  2     1     0    1    3     1      +2      3     
Wentworth 1sts               1     1     0    0    1     0      +1      3
Alcuin 2nds                     1     0   0    1    0     3      -3      0
James 3rds                     2      0    0    2    0   6      -6      0

Group Two
Team                                  Pl.   W    D    L    F     A     GD     Pts.
Halifax 1sts                       2     2     0    0    14   0     +14     6
Vanbrugh 1sts                1     1   0    0     7    0     +7       3
Langwith 2nds                2    1    0    1     2    7     -5        3
James 2nds                      1    0     0    1     1    2     -1        0
Goodricke 3rds               2     0     0    2     0    15   -15     0

Group Three
Team                                  Pl.   W    D    L    F     A     GD     Pts.
Alcuin 1sts                        2   2     0     0   6     2     +4       6
Wentworth 2nds             1     1   0     0   3     1     +2       3
Vanbrugh 2nds               2     0     1   1  2     4   -2        1
Vanbrugh 3rds                2     0     1   1  2     4   -2        1
Derwent 1sts                   1   0     0     1  1     3      -2        0

Group Four
Team                                  Pl.   W    D    L    F     A     GD     Pts.
James 1sts                        2     2     0    0    5     0      +5       6
Goodricke 2nds               2     1     0    1    6     2      +4       3
Langwith 1sts                  1    1     0    0  3     1      +2      3
Halifax 2nds                     1     0     0    1    0     3      -3        0
Derwent 3rds                   2   0     0   2    0     8      -8      0    

THE MIXER thinks maybe it’s
destined for higher things. Having
played pretty well in recent five-a-
sides TM fancies its chances of
shoring up York City’s defence next
year, as they face another year in
the Conference. 

Or perhaps TM could be the
Emile Heskey to Richard Brodie’s
Wayne Rooney; it would certainly
make up for our lack of footballing
ability. We might get a call-up
purely on the basis of convenience,
especially if their new stadium is
only a ten-minute hung-over jaunt
away from a sun drenched Charles
beer garden.

If Martin Foyle doesn’t pick
TM we could always run for a York
Sport Committee job, it’s never too
hard to win uncontested, unless
you’re running on the ticket of los-
ing Roses and purposely scupper-
ing the rugby team’s title chances.
Let’s hope next year there’s more
runners, or that winning a position
will remain marginally more com-
petitive than a tennis match
between Roger Federer and Keith
Chegwin. 

Having said that TM might
just be too busy. Especially at this
time of the year when every waking
hour is spent working on the
College Cup. Spare a thought for
TM when you’re watching Algeria v
Slovenia in June, the standard will
not be as poor as any game involv-
ing Langwith seconds or
Goodricke thirds. Perhaps we’re
being too harsh, any tournament

where you have as many twenty
teams is bound to be bloated. TM
should probably feel sorry for the
Spains and Brazils of the campus
world who slog through bruising
encounters, with every member of
the opposition behind the ball,
only to reach a last eight, com-
prised of the same eight teams
everybody would have predicted

two weeks ago.
At least when that eighth goal

goes past the poor soul coerced
into standing between the posts
while attempting to stop another
Mark Johnson screamer, he can
bask in the North Yorkshire sun-
shine. Losing is always more fun
when you tan. TM hopes the
weather is nice for North Korea.

Halifax scored their sixth and I just... CHUNDERED EVERYWHERE

No scope for upsets in the sun

www.ey.com/uk/careers
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College Cup 2010: Your team-by-team guide

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: Two late goals from
Dave Coupland against a brave James
thirds team sealed a 3-0 win in their first
game of the tournament, on an afternoon
where they really should have performed
better. In their second game, they were
able to find the back of David
Ambrozejczyk’s net three times as they
overcame Alcuin seconds, thanks largely
to a stellar performance from Ben Smith.
SSttaarr ppllaayyeerr:: As they’re yet to concede, one
has to look to the backline for the side’s
star man. UYAFC’s Chris Grayland has
been as solid as expected and is yet to
force his left back out of the squad
because of extra-marital affairs. Ben
Smith also deserves a mention for his con-
sistent presence going forward.
BBiiggggeesstt NNaammee OOnn CCaammppuuss:: Josh ‘Tank’
Barker - last year’s performance for the
seconds against Vanbrugh firsts has
become the stuff of Goodricke legend and
the midfielder continues to impress. 
SSeeccoonnddss ssppoottlliigghhtt:: A terrific 6-0 win over
Derwent thirds, with braces for captain
Nick Dheir and Christian Hammer, was
followed by a 2-0 defeat by a Mark
Johnson-inspired James firsts. They
remain well-placed in Group Four.
IIff tthheeyy wweerree aa WWoorrlldd CCuupp tteeaamm::
Netherlands - capable of some stunning
stuff, but likely to suffer at the hands of
grittier teams.
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: Matt Whelan - Jamie
Carragher points
OOddddss:: 10/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Wentworth 1sts (Thursday,
12pm)

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: A disappointing
result against Alcuin belies a half-decent
start for Matt Hallam’s side. Dubious
decisions may have been hard to take but
the temptation to point to past wrongs
will only act to their detriment. 
If they instead push on the considerable
talent present throughout the
side should see them make
the semis, possibly the finals,
with comfort. Do not write
them off.
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: With former
Uni President Greg
Gardner pulling out
just prior to kick
off, Ric Burne was left a
sizeable responsibility at the
heart of defence against
Alcuin which he handled
with aplomb.
BBNNOOCC:: Seconds player
Steve Miller - head of door-
safe and campus icon.
SSeeccoonnddss:: One win and one
draw so far.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: Italy
- not as strong as last
year.
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: Ben Smith -
munchkin points
OOddddss:: 5/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Vanbrugh 2nds (June 1st,
3pm)

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: After recording the
best possible start against a fellow tour-
nament rival, confidence will be at its
zenith in the title-holders’ camp. 
With their main men firing when they
most need it they will hope to top their
group and receive the best possible, and
least tiring, route to the final. They have
responded to a stern test – can they now
push on even further?
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: In a team of such of tal-

ented players it can be difficult
for a captain to command
respect but Miles
McDermott (left) does it

every single time Alcuin play. As tireless
as he is skilful, he may be the key.
BBNNOOCC:: Udy Onwudike - some say that
he's terrified of ducks, and that there's an
airport in Russia named after him... all
we know is, that he’s guaranteed at least a
20 minute cameo every game.
SSeeccoonnddss:: Only one match completed so
far, a 3-0 defeat to Goodricke Firsts in
Group One. James thirds next on
Thursday.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: Brazil - the cup’s best
footballing side have developed a back-
bone.
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: Udy Onwudike - mus-
cle points
OOddddss:: 3/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Wentworth 2nds (June 1st,
2pm)

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: The stars of the show
so far. The fact that Mark Lund has said
that their campaign thus far has been “a
solid start, but nothing more” is ominous
for their contenders and displays his
understanding that they are yet to be
really tested. They have scored 14 goals
without once conceding in the opening
two weeks of the tournament.
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: Their side boasts an embar-
rassment of riches going forwards and it’s
hard to pick a star man. Joe Brennan has
bagged himself two goals, Ash Daly has
been influential and Alex Tringham has
also managed to score two goals, despite
playing in defence. However, the award
would have to go to Tom Ragan, who
finds himself joint top-scorer in the com-
petition with four goals.
BBNNOOCC:: Mark Lund - York Sport’s new
College Sport officer has apparently
attended every game so far. Bored?
SSeeccoonnddss:: Overwhelmed by James firsts in
their opening match, they succumbed to
a 3-0 defeat. However, they will hope to
pick up a win against Derwent thirds this
week.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: Spain - best players,
best form and deserved favourites, but
will they choke before the end?
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: Ash Daly - faf award
OOddddss:: 55//66
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Vanbrugh Firsts (Friday,
3pm)

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: It seems that
Vanbrugh will do the same thing that
England do in every major tournament;
get through the group stages only
to crash out at the quarter-final
stages. The only difference is The
Sun won’t cover their exit in
quite the same way. Their one
game so far has been a resounding
success, winning 7-0 can never be a
bad day at the office, but it seems
they might need more if they are to
pose a serious threat as the tournament
progresses.
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: Rory Delap has re-invigorat-
ed the long throw, it is now very much au
fait, and Dan Hewitt  has been taking full
advantage wielding his missiles to great
effect. He is also a captain that always
drives his team forward, and thus he
wins his team’s star man award
so far.
BBNNOOCC:: Phil Taylor - enjoyed
a reasonable darts career
before moving to the Astro.
SSeeccoonnddss:: Needed a last minute equaliser
to salvage a point against the thirds but
put in a much-improved display in defeat
against Alcuin firsts.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: Germany - not amongst
the favourites but never write them off.
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: Ben Stanier - beard
points
OOddddss:: 15/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Halifax 1sts (Friday, 3pm)

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: Two strong perform-
ances have turned them from strong out-
siders to real contenders. Strength in
depth and the confidence of UYAFC
firsts’ skipper Mark Mcleod in the mid-
field make them an intimidating proposi-
tion for even the stingiest of defences.
The back four have also looked solid,
with no goals conceded thus far.
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: A really tough deci-
sion; after four goals, two of them
absolute scorchers, and two Man
of the Match performances in
their two games played, perhaps
Mark Johnson deserves it.
BBNNOOCC:: Alex Collins - reigned
supreme as university fourth’s
skipper for roughly 363 days. Has
given many a college player a taste
of UYAFC action.
SSeeccoonnddss:: A 2-1 reverse against
Langwith was not the start they
would have envisaged, although a fix-

ture against hapless Goodricke thirds
presents the perfect opportunity to get off
the mark on Friday.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: England - they
undoubtedly have the players but will the
perennial underachievers become the
sum of their parts on their biggest stage?
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: James Loftus - dimple
points
OOddddss:: 8/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Langwith 1sts (June 3rd,
12pm) 

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: The neutral’s
favourites; always valiant, rarely success-
ful. If they get anywhere in the tourna-
ment Dan Horsfall should knock on Roy
Hodgson’s door and take his Manager of
the Year award; only if Roy doesn’t mind
though. They won their first game 1-0
against Derwent seconds and look as if
they could get out of their group. Hopes
of anything to erase memories of their
consistently poor showing in the
Autumn and Spring term seem very

unlikely but the hearty cries of
‘Wenty’ from the touchlines
will certainly play their part.
If there were awards for
touchline enthusiasm the
cup would already be theirs.
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: Their star man
simply has to be Samik Datta,

unrelentingly enthusiastic and not
short of talent. He has pace in
abundance and is always his side’s
best attacking outlet.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: New Zealand - no

chance.
BBNNOOCC:: Dan Horsfall - not only keeps for
the seconds but coaches the firsts. All
round Wentworth hero and prolific
Nouse commenter.
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: Andy Suggitt -
Milkybar kid points
OOddddss:: 50/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Goodricke 1sts (Thursday,
12pm)

PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee ssoo ffaarr:: Victorious against
Derwent thirds but it wasn’t plain sailing.
On another day they may have come
unstuck. They looked better when they
tried to play the ball on the ground, util-
ising their effective frontline. However,
they are doing little to suggest they will
confound expectations and may still be
made to sweat by a useful Halifax sec-
onds. Having said that, after a season
where Blackpool find themselves in
the Premier League, anything can
happen.
SSttaarr PPllaayyeerr:: Paddy Sloane was the
difference in their only match so
far, but strike partner Bruce
Starkey is still the focal point of
the side. 
BBNNOOCC:: Jez Hann - reports in
the national press link the
diminutive Croatian with a
summer move to
Manchester United.
SSeeccoonnddss:: A bipolar start - beat James
seconds 2-1 but crashed to a heavy 6-0
loss against Halifax firsts. They certain-
ly win the award for honesty; describ-
ing themselves as “useless” after the
match against Halifax.
WWoorrlldd ccuupp tteeaamm:: North Korea - glory
days are far behind them.
MMiiaa’’ss MMaaiinn MMaann:: No one
OOddddss:: 25/1
NNeexxtt FFiixxttuurree:: Goodricke 2nds (Today,
3pm)

ALCUINALCUINGOODRICKEGOODRICKE

VANBRUGHVANBRUGH

HALIFAXHALIFAX

JAMESJAMES

DERWENTDERWENT

LANGWITHLANGWITH WENTWORTHWENTWORTH

Two weeks into the tournament of the summer, the Nouse sports team run the rule over all
eight colleges, identifying those indispensible players, ubiquitous BNOCs and all-round hotties

www.ey.com/uk/careers
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SOME SAY that the World Cup is
the highlight of the summer’s sport-
ing calendar but, for the moment,
all eyes at York are fixed firmly on
the College Cup. Over the last two
weeks, 20 teams have entered into
battle as they each try to get their
hands on the most vaunted of tro-
phies. The highlight has undoubt-
edly been Alcuin’s 3-1 victory over
Derwent in the so-called “group of
death”, as last year’s winners pro-
vided an early reminder of their
prowess.

Despite going 1-0 down early
on to a Ben Smith opener, Miles
McDermott’s team fought back to
earn a deserved victory. Their suc-
cess was built on the foundations of

Start em Sit em
Special Edition

The College Cup In-Depth
and battle of the BNOCs

Leigh Clarke assesses
which players have
provided the best and
worst value for money in
a print special of the
essential blog

Your team-by-team Cup cribsheet.
What does the form guide say? Who
have been the stand-out performers?
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ominous eight of their first team
players are involved in the
University team setup at some level
and so far they have done little to
dissuade many that they are the
favourites for the tournament.

If ‘The Fax’ were reinforcing
expectations, albeit against some of
the competition’s weaker teams,
then it could be said James were
confounding them. Despite boast-
ing the both the university captain,
MarkMcleod, and the explosive tal-
ent of Mark Johnson it is perhaps
fair to say that much of the pre-
tournament attention was focused
on other sides. That looks set to
change as Johnson has ignited their
campaign, inspiring them to two
solid victories with four goals and a
brace of Man of theMatch perform-
ances. He was especially impressive
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a solid back four, with Jake
Delaney and Paul Reiss earning
special recognition from their
teammates, but it was right back
Jack Crane, whose long throws
supplied two of their three goals,
who provided much of the impetus
going forward; a controversial own
goal from Dom Henney, in
between a McDermott penalty and
a goal from Dan Cox, sealed the
game for Alcuin.

Elsewhere, a prolific Halifax
side have backed up captain Mark
Lund’s bullish assessments of his
side’s Cup prospects by scoring 14
goals in two matches. Their open-
ing 8-0 demolition of Goodricke
thirds pointed towards an attack-
ing confidence which was then
confirmed as they went on to dis-
pose of Langwith seconds 6-0. An

Simon Mole, of James, goes for goal in his side’s 2-0 win over Goodricke seconds (left) while Parris Williams of Alcuin evades the attentions of Derwent’s Dom Henney in the best match so far

against a tidy but ineffective
Goodricke seconds as he sparked
the game to life with two strikes of
imperious quality.

While Halifax, Alcuin and
James have been going in the right
direction, other sides have been
enjoying their tournament much
less. Langwith seconds’ match
against Halifax firsts might have
gone down in the annals of the
great back-to-the-walls perform-
ances, had they not shipped six
goals. They weren’t even able to put
a full side out so the old adage of
having ten men behind the ball
couldn’t be applied.

Despite the predictable nature
of the results, inconsistent referee-
ing has remained a factor. Matt
Hallam and his Derwent side will
perhaps feel most aggrieved as all

three goals in their showdown with
Alcuin could be seen to be the
result of questionable refereeing;
leading to them being the only first
team to lose so far.

As ever there has been no
shortage of farcical events.
Langwith seconds’ ten men being
reduced to nine as one player had
to leave to be sick on the sidelines
stands out, as does Vanbrugh firsts
and Wentworth seconds having
their game ended early when the
Sports Centre staff called a halt to
proceedings to allow another book-
ing on the JLD.

As the tournament progresses
it will only get better, the group
stages can be a tawdry affair, but
when it gets more serious early per-
formances suggest Mark Lund’s
men might take some beating.

Halifax, James and Alcuin set the
standard as College Cup heats up
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