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Major overhaul of
YUSU proposed
YUSU HAVE released the full
details of their proposals for the
future of YUSU, as put forward
in their democratic review.
The proposal, which is to be put
to UGM tomorrow, proposes
the scrapping of the Democracy
and Services Officer position,
the introduction of a Union
Assembly and the use of refer-
enda. >> NEWS P4-5

English workshop
controversy
STAFF AND students in the
English department remain
divided over the decision to
replace half of first-year English
seminars with workshops of
around 30 students.   Course
reps voted for their continua-
tion, despite much student
opposition. >> NEWS P3

Motion to bring Dr
Dre to York
A GROUP of second year stu-
dents have put forward a UGM
motion to mandate YUSU to get
rapper Dr Dre to play at Central
Hall. Motivated by a desire to
reinvigorate the York music
scene, it has already gathered
mass  student support .      
>> NEWS P6
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£50,000 salary increase for
Vice-Chancellor since 2008

Nouse talks
to NUS
President
Aaron 
Porter
>> P8

IT HAS been revealed that the
University of York Vice-Chancellor,
Brian Cantor, has benefited from a
24 per cent salary rise over the last
three years.

Despite a tough financial cli-
mate, Cantor’s total income rose by
2.8 per cent in 2010 to £255, 450.
While his basic salary was reduced
by around £800, his employment
pension contributions  increased
by more than £10,000 this year,
totalling £47, 858. 

In comparison, Vice-
Chancellors of Leeds  and Exeter
University only received a 1.2  and
0.8 percent pay increase respec-
tively. 

The figures also show Cantor
has enjoyed a cumulative £50,000
pay rise over the last three years.

This comes at a time when the
University is facing 80 per cent
cuts in their higher education
funding  budget, a loss that could
total over £18 million. 

Sophie Gorman, a PPE stu-
dent, expressed her anger over the
issue: “with cuts left right and cen-
tre is his rise in pay really justifi-
able? It’s not as if inflation has gone
up 24 per cent in the last three
years.”

The National Union of
Students (NUS) has condemned
what they termed “obscene” and
“lavish” pay increases, particularly
in the face of the current “overzeal-
ous” cuts in higher education fund-
ing.

However, the University
defended their decision to increase
Cantor’s salary. 

“The Vice-Chancellor’s salary
is determined annually by a
Remuneration Committee com-
prising members of the University
Council. His salary was increased
by 0.8 pence in 2009, compared
with an average increase in staff

pay of approximately 2 pence” said
a University spokesperson.

They also added that the
University was required to increase
the employer pension contributions
of all staff this year.

Tim Ngwena, YUSU
President, voiced his concern over
the salary increase: “Ahead of the
changing climate in higher educa-
tion, I sincerely hope that any fur-
ther increases in their salary is
linked on a performance basis to
their ability to continuously main-
tain and improve the student expe-
rience.”

He stressed that Vice-
Chancellors must “stop remotely
managing their institutions” and
start “engaging with the issues, first
hand.”

Aaron Porter, NUS President,
has taken a more radical stance on
the issues, calling for an outright
reduction in Vice-Chancellors’
salary.

“Nationwide, 130 university
heads earn more than the Prime
Minister – surely they can afford to
take a pay cut to protect their stu-
dents?”

He added: “With their six-fig-
ure salaries, many Vice-
Chancellors are obviously divorced
from the stark reality that faces
most of us in this country, not to
mention the significant funding
cuts and belt-tightening exercises
that universities are currently
undergoing.”

Another first-year student told
Nouse: “I think that the Vice
Chancellor has focused on improv-
ing research over the last few years.
Judging by the recent THE award,
he’s done a good job at this - but in
the process he has almost sacrificed
the undergraduate experience. It
doesn’t seem fair that he should
have any salary increase at all.”

Annual salary risen to £255, 450 in 09/10 NUS President calls pay rise “lavish”

As Vice-Chancellor, Brian Cantor is a global figurehead for the University

With spring far off,  Nousebrings
you the brightest gems of 
winter fashion.

Voices of change
Young Israelis and Palestinians
talk about experiencing 
conflict first hand.

>> M11-13

Hannah Ellis-Petersen
EDITOR

The end of the rainbow

STUDENTS ARE facing annu-
al rent increases of up to £250
for off-campus private accomo-
dation. Popular student hous-
ing areas such as Heslington
Road and Hull Road are being
hit hardest, with weekly prices
going up by as much as £8 a
week. >> NEWS P7

Off- campus rent
prices soar



The quotas have remained in

place, and it appears that the bar is
struggling to meet them given the
competition from town.

The bar is now only open on a
Friday night, after Commercial

Services deemed it financially unvi-
able to have it open on any other
days. Having been on Alcuin’s
ENTs team last year, Bartholomew
said: “There is only so much you
can do with one night.”

The JCRC’s complaints about
only having a single night open
were refuted by bar staff after it
emerged that it was the previous
JCRC who chose the single night it
is open.

“We haven’t been feeling the
support from Commercial Services,
which is a bit of an issue,” com-
mented Bartholomew. However,

she did agree that “our role is to
push the bar” .

Bar staff working this Friday
confirmed that when events are
held in the bar, such as the live
music nights last term, they were
lively and profitable evenings.

Conversely, in a meeting held
to discuss the bar’s future no-one
from the Alcuin’s JCRC turned up.
Bartholomew remains positive,
despite the majority of Alcuin stu-
dents heading straight to town or to
the Charles XII pub in Heslington
and skipping out B-Henry’s. Louisa
Bentley, a first-year Alcuin student,

said: “we’d like a good bar, but no-
one tends to come here.” A possible
explanation for why was offered by
Tom Ainscough, also a first-year
Alcuin student, who pointed out
how badly laid out B-Henry’s is.

Edward Scobie, a first year,
concurred, commenting: “it’s loca-
tion and limited opening hours
means it is impractical and out of
people’s way”.

Jane Grenville, the University’s
Pro-Vice Chancellor, has declared
despite B-Henry’s “slow business”
she has “heard of no plans to close
it.”

News
Comment & Analysis
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Tales of the taxi home
Sitting at Italy’s dinner table
Russia’s lasting taboo
The voices of change
The end of the rainbow

York Chancellor calls for local TV in the city

Campaign for ballot
boxes at Hes East

Three Honorary
Degrees awarded

Ginger lures used in
new research
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With statistics in Russia showing HIV to
remain prolific since the mid-90’s boom
in drug use and ever increasing, Olivia
Hutchinson investigates the epidemic. 
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Renewed calls for closure of B-Henrys 
Rose Troup-Buchanan
NEWS REPORTER
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“We haven’t been feeling
the support from
Commercial Services.” 

Alcuin College Chair
Lizzie Bartholomew

The Alcuin College bar, B-Henry’s, is facing renewed calls for closure due to ongoing profit losses

B-HENRYS, THE Alcuin College
bar, is facing closure as students
continue to  favour to go straight
into the city on nights out.

The bar has reported dimin-
ishing takings over the past year
and is now only open one night per
week. 

Lizzie Bartholomew, Alcuin
JCRC Chair, stated: “There are
talks on-going at the moment,
nothing is fully decided yet.”

The Alcuin College bar has
been under threat of closure on
numerous occasions. In 2008, talks
were initiated after the bar failed to
produce any revenue, making an
estimated £10,000 loss. 

After the ‘ Plan B’ campaign,
initiated by the then Alcuin JCRC,
a series of termly financial targets
were introduced and the bar
remained open.

GEORGE LOWTHER

Joe Williams
NEWS REPORTER

GREG DYKE, Chancellor of the
University of York, has suggested
that York would be the ideal city in
which to set up a local television
channel.

Dyke gave a speech last week
in response to the recommenda-
tions of Nicholas Shott, the mer-
chant banker who was last year
commissioned to write a report on
the feasibility of establishing local
television channels in UK cities.

Shott predicted that while there
was potential for local television in
the UK, it was only viable in
around ten or 12 of the largest
cities.

Introduced by Vice-
Chancellor Brian Cantor, Dyke
gave a speech last week in the
Theatre, Film  and Television
Department on the possibilities for
local television in York, addressing
an audience of media, business and
government leaders, as well as a
handful of interested students,
about his proposal.

However, Dyke argued that

Shott was far too cautious in his
assessment, and stated that a city
such as York was the perfect base
for a local television channel. 

He continued that the trans-
mitter networks in both Leeds and
Newcastle currently share the
responsibility of providing York
with regional news, yet the popula-
tion of York, including the hinter-
lands, amounts to approximately
400,000 people. Dyke believes
people in smaller cities tend to
have a greater interest in local
news and proving the viability of
his proposal.

Dyke’s speech made it clear
that he feels Jeremy Hunt, the
Secretary of State for Culture,
Media and Sport, was an advocate
for the proposal. The editor-in-
chief of the York Press also voiced
his support. 

Dyke called for immediate
action: “The Secretary of State
[Hunt] should be prepared to bite
the bullet and press ahead with
these proposals,” a proposal which
would see the establishment of 80
channels in the next two years.

COMMENT>> Page 12

David Levene, the Labour candi-
date for Heslington Ward, has
launched a petition calling for bal-
lot boxes to be placed at the
Heslington East campus. Despite a
ballot box in Vanbrugh College
boosting student turnout for the
2007 local elections, the Liberal
Democrat run York City Council
has refused to provide one for the
new campus.  Levene commented
that Liberal Democrats fear, “what
students have to say about their
broken promises on tuition fees.”
As part of this wider effort to
encourage students to vote, discus-
sions with the University have
resulted in students on campus
being registered to vote properly, in
line with other York residents.

The University of York is to give
honorary degrees to Archie Howie,
Dame Emma Kirkby and Penelope
Worsley for their significant contri-
butions to society. The pioneering
physicist, celebrated early music
specialist and charity fundraiser
will be presented with the honorary
degrees of Doctor of the University
at ceremonies taking place on
Friday 21 and Saturday 22 January.
The recipients of the honorary
degree often have existing links
with the University and are chosen
from nominations made by its
members.

University of York ecologists have
collaborated with Royal Holloway,
University of London, to develop
new methods of monitoring stag
beetle numbers. Using ginger lures
they have trapped the beetles, and
tiny microphones have enabled
them to detect the larvaes’ sounds
in their nests. Previous efforts have
been severely hampered by the lack
of a reliable means of both finding,
and monitoring, the beetles. 
The Royal Entomological Society's
journal, Insect Conservation and
Diversity, published the new
research, highlighting the success
of the combination of ginger-baited
aerial traps and tiny microphones.



English course reps voted to continue with workshops,despite opposition

Student parent needs not met by University
Hannah Ellis-Petersen
EDITOR

THE BOARD of Studies for
English and Related Literature has
decided to continue using work-
shop groups in place of half of the
seminars on the first-year under-
graduate course.

This will affect both the cur-
rent first year undergraduates, as
well as students starting their stud-
ies in 2011.

Seminars typically have
around 15 students in each group,
whereas the proposed workshops
would cater for an average of 30
students.

Opinion is deeply divided
within the department, with
approximately half the staff in
favour of keeping the workshops,
while half are fighting to abolish
them.

The system was devised over
previous years under the leadership
of Dr Helen Smith, a lecturer in the
department. It was decided that it
would be allowed to continue being
trialled for the rest of the academic
year, before being discussed again.

Students have complained
that the workshops are “not as easy
[as seminars] to learn in” and
“don’t allow you to explore an issue
in sufficient depth.”

Tara Cooper, a first-year
English student commented:
“When you are first starting your
degree people make more progress
if they feel comfortable, which is
easier in smaller groups.”

Many were also unaware that
there had been any discussion con-

cerning workshops between stu-
dents and staff.

Whilst the debate is ongoing,
those within the English depart-
ment have been reluctant to com-
ment.

However, one member of the
department has spoken to Nouse,
stating: “There is clearly much

debate amongst both students and
staff about the value of workshops,
but my own preference as a teacher
is for seminars rather than work-
shops.

“In my experience, seminars
tend to encourage greater intellec-
tual rigour and provide better
opportunities for more challenging

and enjoyable class discussion.”
Despite much registered stu-

dent dissatisfaction with the work-
shop format, the English course
representatives voted in their
favour when the the Head of
Department, Professor David
Attwell, raised the question of con-
tinuing the encorporation of work-
shops into the York English degree.

The decision suggests a break-
down in communication between
the student representatives and the
larger student body on whose
behalf they speak.

However, Ben Humphrys,
YUSU Academic Affairs Officer,
stated that the course reps decision
to focus on departmental reform
was “eminently defensible ”

“Effective representation takes
time; the overall increase in contact
hours that accompanies this system

has been a long standing need in
the English department,” continued
the Academic Affairs Officer.

Humphrys did acknowledge
that it was a difficult to task for the
relatively small number of course

reps to fully gauge the opinions of
their fellow 200 first year English
students. He stated that YUSU had
got the University to agree to a
review of undergraduate academic
representation to tackle such
issues.

Amelia Pickard, the Joint
Honours first year course represen-
tative who has been involved in the
controversial decision, said that
“the student reps felt that since the
new system had only been run for a
term and no formal student feed-
back had been received and
analysed it would be irresponsible
and unrepresentative to vote for
changes to be made so soon.”

However, another first year
Vanbrugh student expressed their
annoyance that the department
had not waited till they had
received formal and comprehensive
student feedback before they insti-
gated the debate.

While informal feedback was
given to the student representatives
indicating that students opposed
the workshop system, Pickard elab-
orated: “personally I feel that I
would have to be cautious using
informal feedback to influence my
decision to vote as there is no way
of knowing if the opinions of those
I have spoken to are indicative of
the whole year.”

However, Louis Boyd, the first
year Single Honours course restat-
ed that they were “actively engaged
in the ongoing development of the
workshop program.”

CONCERNS HAVE been raised
over the lack of University provi-
sions for both undergraduate and
postgraduate student parents.

The amount of housing on
campus to accommodate student
parents and families has been criti-
cised, as it forces student parents
off campus and “ostracises” them
from university life.

Student parents have also
encountered difficulties in finding
off-campus houses, as many land-
lords do not allow students with
children to rent their property.
Many have therefore been forced to
live in housing far from campus.

Heidi Moore, a third year stu-
dent mother, told Nouse: “It seems
student parents at the university
get last priority. I know lots of other
student mums who have had all
sorts of problems but I don’t know
the right people to talk to and the
University just don’t seem to care.”

“I had to beg my landlord to let
me rent the house because many
landlords, even those that are post-
ed on the university website, won’t
allow parents to rent their property,

either due to housing benefits or
wanting purely students in a prop-
erty. Another of my friends who is a
mum had to live in town because
she couldn’t get any other housing.”

The fact that many student
parents qualify for housing benefit
adds to the difficulties in getting
housing, as many landlords and
housing associations will not rent
to tenants on such benefits, partic-
ularly with student houses.

The University only has 15
family housing units off campus set

aside for students parents at York.
Moore said she had worked

with YUSU this year, attempting to
set up a library nursery, but that
they “seem to have lost interest.”

In light of the concerns, Laura
Borisovate, YUSU Welfare Officer
stated that the University and
YUSU “work closely to ensure the
needs of all students are met”.

She continued: “As a direct
result of campaigning on the issue
of student family housing last aca-
demic year, there will be new stu-

dent family housing available once
the Heslington East expansion is

completed. This term there will
also be a Student Parent Lunch,
where all student parents are invit-
ed to be able to voice their concerns
collectively and individually.”

A spokesman for the
University responded to the com-
plaints of a shortage of housing:
“Many universities do not provide
any housing at all for students with
families. At York, there are 36
University-owned family properties
Nevertheless, we are aware that
this does not meet all the demand
for family housing and are there-
fore looking at the provision of a
variety of family student houses on
Heslington East.”

Student parents have encoun-
COMMENT >> Page 9

“In my experience, semi-
nars tend to encourage
greater intellectual rigour
and provide better oppor-
tunities for more challening
and enjoyable class discus-
sion.”

Lecturer in English Department

GEORGE LOWTHER

Larger workshops replacing first-year
seminars divides English Department
Hoagy Davis-Digges
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

“I don’t know the right peo-
ple to talk to and the
University just don’t seem
to care...I had to beg my
landlord to let me rent the
house”
Third year student mother
Heidi Moore

The waiting lists of theYork Campus Nursery can be up to two years
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LUCY DIXON

tered limited nursery facilities on
campus, leading to waiting lists of
up to two years. The nursery is run
by Commercial Services, yet is open
to all children of University staff, as
well as the general public.
Problems of over-subscription have
remained for over two years.

Jade Atkins-Wakefield, a third
year student who became pregnant
while at York, put the name of her
baby down on the waiting list
before she was even born.

“I didn’t hear anything for over
a year... and was then offered a
place about six moths ago, but only
for one afternoon a week.”

Jon Greenwood, Director or
Commercial Services, stated: “The
number of babies and toddlers we
can accommodate is dictated by the
size of the building and by Ofsted
regulations on child to staff ratios.

The demand for the nursery
varies: though last year there was
no-one on the waiting list, this year
there are 30 on the waiting list for
the baby unit, including 12 stu-
dents.

“Unfortunately this year
demand has out-stripped the num-
ber of places available,” added
Greenwood.

LEADER>> Page 10
COMMENT >> Page 11
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YUSU Officers propose major
THE PROPOSED overhaul of
YUSU’s democratic system will be
put to vote this week in a Union
General Meeting (UGM) this
Wednesday.

YUSU conducted their
‘Democratic Review’ after describ-
ing their present system as “frag-
mentary and in many cases out-
dated”. The last Review was con-
ducted three years ago, but result-
ed in few changes made to YUSU’s
democratic system.

This Review has been made in
conjunction with the need for a
new Constitution to legally abide
by the 2006 Charities Commission
regulations for all Student Unions
in England and Wales.

The most signfiicant of the
potential changes include the pro-
posal to remove the Democracy
and Services Sabbatical Officer,
which would reduce the team to
five. This particular proposal will
be put into a seperate UGM, in
order to make any necessary
changes before the annual YUSU
election nomination period which
opens this term.

The workload of the role
would be spread between remain-
ing Sabbaticals, ENTs Officers and
paid YUSU staff members.

In a bid to reduce bureaucra-
cy, some students believe that by
introducing more levels of
Committees and Groups to engage
with, YUSU’s democratic system
will become even more inaccessi-
ble. “We need democracy, not all
these groups to give us more ‘repre-
sentation’,” commented second
year student Simon Kent.

The current procedure of
UGMs and the existence of Union
Council will be scrapped if the pro-
posals are passed. The representa-
tives currently on Council are a rul-
ing majority of YUSU Officers,
constituting 80 per cent of

Council’s total body.
Instead, a group of 50 to 60

represenatives - Union Assembly -
would make decisions regarding
Union Policy, and ‘Ordinary’ mat-
ters, where topics will be open to
debate. In order for Assembly to
hold Sabbaticals to account, the
five Officers may attend but will
not have a vote within those dis-
cussions. 

The representatives will come
from a variety of backgrounds,
including one from each Academic
Department; College; Sporting
and Societies Group.

The large size of Union
Assembly has raised some con-
cerns amongst students about
whether a consensus could be easi-
ly reached on issues where the
diverse range of groups will each
have their own concerns to defend.
This would mean that topics simi-

lar to those raised in UGMs would
still reach a cross-campus vote
through the proposed system to
hold ‘Referenda’ on important or
controverisal issues. 

“I suppose the way they do it
now is fine, but I don’t know about
it to the point where I’d join in,”
commented first year Ruby Neale.

Democracy was overlooked in
the Union’s Impact Report,
released last week. In the last
UGM, the highest voting participa-
tion was 337, voting on the topical
motion ‘to oppose any increase in
University tuition fees.’ This is
approximately only 2.2 per cent of
York’s total student population.
(infographic bottom right)

If the Review’s proposals are
passed, restrictions will be placed
on YUSU’s participation in some
levels of their proposed structure.
To ensure impartiality, co-
Assembly Chair election candi-
dates must not be members of any
other YUSU Committee or Sub-
Committee. 

Voting will be open on the
Review next week after
Wednesday’s UGM. 

The full report is available at :
www.yusu.org/docs/Proposed-
Structure-of-the-Union.pdf 

Democracy
Committee.

Steering: approve the
agenda for Union
Assembly. 

Disciplinary: judge rul-
ings over Officer,
Constitutional, and
Media Charter miscon-
duct. 

Aided by Assembly Co-
Chairs Assembly.

Campaign
Networks.

Disability, LGBT,
Racial Equality,

Mature Students’,
International,

Environment and
Ethics, Women’s.

Meet at least twice per
term to plan cam-
paigns and discuss
specific issues at ‘Open
Meetings’: “grassroots
activism”. 

Each led by an
Organising Group.

Union
Assembly.

50-60 representatives
(academic, societies,
College, sporting) “per-
ceived to be people
with understanding of
that particular area”
hold YUSU to account
and vote on issues -
submitted through
www.yusu.org. 

YUSU Sabbaticals have
no voting power.

Lead by two or three
Co-Chairs chosen by
cross-campus election.

Remove
Democracy
Sabbatical.

Sabbatical team would
be reduced to five. 

Remit would be taken
over by remaining
Sabbatical and ENTs
Officers, and YUSU
staff.

Current Sabbatical,
Dan Walker, would fin-
ish his year in the role.

Pro: a timely deci-
sion: Walker admitted
to Nouse that his posi-
tion is “not that repre-
sentational”. 

Con: as the role’s-
workload will be dis-
tributed amongst
many people, includ-
ing non-students, it
may prove difficult for
students to identify
who to contact. 

Pro: specific, inclu-
sive representation for
cross-campus interest
groups.

Con: half of
Assembly must be
present for a debate or
vote to take place on
any issue raised.

Pro: localised
groups will be able to
focus on successful
campaigns, suggested
by the any member of
the student popula-
tion.

Con: it may be diffi-
cult to carry out hard-
hitting campaigns if
groups are too small.

Pro: this will help
fill the gap if the
Democracy Officer is
removed after voting
has taken place on
tomorrow’s UGM.

Con: the student
body will be responsi-
ble for major discipli-
nary decisions, and
may be viewed as the
addition of another
level of bureaucratic
scrutiny.

CCaammiillllaa AAppccaarr looks at the proposed future of YUSU’s Democratic Structure, which will be put to a cross-campus vote

Breakdown & Analysis: What you need to know

“we need democracy, not
all these groups to give us
more ‘representation’”

Second year English student
Simon Kent

LEADER>> Page 12 Walker: last Democracy Sabb?
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overhaul of democratic structure
“I wouldn’t be able to tell
you much about YUSU
democracy, I don’t know
what their website is...” - Mike, first

year

“YUSU were students, they
should publicise it more-
everyone votes at YUSU elec-
tions because it’s more
engaging.” - Beth, third-year History of Art student
“The idea of UGMs is better,
but as long as individuals
can put things forward, it’s
fine.” - Alia Khalil, James Student Development Vice-Chair

Strategy
Groups.

Officer Group, York
Sport, Academic
Affairs, Equality,

Welfare and Diversity,
Student Development.

Formally co-ordinate
Officer’s agendas and
track election pledge
progress.

Each chaired by a
Sabbatical, open to all
as observers.

Co-ordination
Committees.
RAG, Volunteering,
Entertaiments,
Campaigns. 

Non-representational
committees to organise
projects and events.

Chaired by a YUSU
Part-time Officer.

Referenda.
All Union members
vote on items which:
1) pass or fail a Union
Assembly policy
motion by less than
2/3 OR
2) an online petition is
signed by a certain
percentage.

Voting open for at least
72 working hours.
Results announced
within 24 hours.

Unbiased wording i.e.
‘Should YUSU renew
NUS affiliation?’

Union
Aims

Increase impact:
ensure Sabbaticals
deliver on mani-
festo pledges .

Officers’ account-
ability: make it
clearer how deci-
sions are reached
and what progress
Officers make.

Prioritise cam-
paigning: make
accessible by
reducing focus on
committees and
processes.

Only ask members
to vote on most
important issues.

Pro: Sabbaticals’
work made clearer to
students, who are cur-
rently uncertain.
(infographic, far right)

Con: acting in accor-
dance with Assembly,
Co-ordination
Committees and
Campaign Networks,
their purpose may
prove unecessary.

Pro: York’s often
criticised standard of
events such as
Summer and Freshers’
Balls may hope to
improve under a com-
mittee designed to run
them.

Con: a student
Committees may find
it difficult to organise
YUSU’s largest events,
and the remit of
Campaign Co-ordina-
tion Committees may
overlap with
Campaign Networks.

Pro: students can
still raise any topic for
cross-campus vote.

Con: careful selec-
tions must be made on
pre-elected represen-
tatives, who will vote
on issues outside uni-
versal votes.

JONATHAN FROST

JONATHAN FROST

More statistics available at http://tiny.cc/3p8n8

after tomorrow’s Union General Meeting.

about the Democratic Review.



THE COLLEGE Junior Common
Room Committees (JCRCs) have
faced widespread problems with
filling all positions within each
Committee.

Across the university there
have been a handful of positions
left vacant in every college. For
some of the colleges this has been
due to problems with the election
system itself.

Speaking about the position of
Block Rep for Le Paige court
Kallum Taylor, Chair of the
Vanbrugh JCRC, said that: “the
reason we didn’t have the Le Paige
Rep was that no one in the court
knew how to vote and because of
that no vote was cast, even though
she probably would have made a
cracking candidate.” He went on to
say “it’s just a real waste of poten-
tial.”

Perhaps the most significant
shortfall has been in Langwith,
which has yet to find anyone to fill
the positions of welfare, cam-
paigns, merchandise, LGBT offi-
cer; international and off-campus
reps and four ordinary members.

However, the Langwith JCRC
Chair, Cem Turhan, has taken to
calling them ‘extra-ordinary’ mem-
bers. His explanation of some of
the unfilled positions was that peo-
ple might have been intimidated by
the responsibilities attached to the
roles. Speaking from his experience
last year as LGBT Officer he said
that though some positions can be
difficult, “it’s so fulfilling and it’s
really good to be part of.”

In response to this many of the
college chairs have attempted to
change the way the JCRCs interact
with their college.

Kallum Taylor is introducing a
bi-monthly newsletter to go out to
all Vanbrugh students, while
Emma Bartlett, Chair of the James
College JCRC, said: “I still want a
more interactive website, which is
in progress as we speak, and work
on the James College newsletter is
under way, as we’re in talks of
restructuring the position of press
and publicity so the newsletter has
a designated writer.”

Turhan has followed a similar
approach in his efforts to get more
material online. Not only has he
taken the decision to begin posting
the college’s newsletter online, but
he also has plans to use the JCRC
website to promote events. To
institute this he has created the
position of Web Officer, though it
still remains to be filled.

Lizzie Bartholomew, Alcuin
JCRC Chair, was elected uncon-
tested on a platform of alerting

people to “exactly who and what
the JCRC is, for and what they can
use us for.”

Bartholomew has a particu-
larly difficult job ahead in order to
increase participation, as there are
not only several positions to be
filled in the Alcuin by-elections,
but there are also rumours that B-
Henry’s, the Alcuin College bar, is
set to face closure.

By contrast, Matt Jenkins,
Chair of the Derwent JCRC, is
preparing to take over a second bar
for the college when Langwith
move over to Heslington East next
year.

Jenkins also addressed the
future of Derwent Bar, comment-
ing: “The Courtyard is the most
profitable bar on campus but at the
same time we would like to main-
tain D-Bar.”

However, Jenkins has clearly
got concerns of his own regarding
the links between the college and
the JCRC. He ran last term on a
platform of improving accountabil-
ity of the committee and was also
keen to stress the need for the
JCRC to do, “their constitutional
duty” and be a “strong student rep-
resentative body for Derwent.”

A number of Chairs have also
sought to boost participation
through an increased focus on
events this year.

Daveds Mootanah, the Halifax
JCRC Chair, has sought to intro-
duce barbecues with links to the
various international societies on
campus, as well a number of inter-
court bar crawls.

Mootanah is also looking to
organise “informal” meetings
between students and the
President and Vice-Presidents as
he wants students to “tell us any
concerns or ideas.”

There are also changes being
implemented across the JCRCs in
how the College’s central social
spaces are used. Now that the col-
lege bar, JJ’s, no longer contains a
bar, Mootanah hopes that it will
have “a games room kind of feel”
with casino, bingo and quiz night,
as well as meetings for yoga and
jogging during the day.

Kallum Taylor also has plans
to add afternoon opening hours for
V-Bar, which is something he plans
to trial this year. He says he also
has a full refurbishment in the
works, but says “I want to get
Wednesday afternoon opening
hours out of the way first.”

The Goodricke JCRC Chair,
Nacho Hernando, does not have all
his committee’s positions filled
either. He stated that: “One of our
main goals [this year] is to
improve the flow of information
between the students and the
JCRC.”

Speaking of his own experi-
ences, Hernando described diffi-
culties that the JCRC’s face across
all colleges, saying: “Trying to com-
municate with such a huge number
of people is not as easy as it might
seem.”

Hannah Ellis-Petersen
Martin Spurr

A GROUP of students are attempt-
ing to mandate YUSU to ensure
that the American artist, Dr Dre,
play at Central Hall.

Richard Costello, who has
proposed the motion for the inter-
nationally renowned rap artist,
record producer, actor and entre-
preneur, has said that YUSU are,
“lacking ambition to get anyone at
all” and utilise the Central Hall
venue.

The motion expressed that
they would like “YUSU Officers,
specifically Ents Officers to contact
Dr Dre’s representatives and make
arrangements for a Central Hall
performance in the near future.”

Whilst acknowledging that
“this is a difficult task”, the motion
believes “the authority that a
Sabbatical Officer from YUSU has,
could greatly assist in making this
exciting proposition happen.” The
slightly satirical motion has been
checked by YUSU’s rules and regu-
lations committee and will appear
at the next Union General Meeting
(UGM) which will be held on 19
January at 6pm.

Richard Costello, commenting
on his motion, stated that: “What
I’m trying to do with this is raise a
serious point about the York music
scene which in my view has been
neglected and needs re-invigorat-
ing.

“Dr Dre could do that, he
could be the spark that draws new
exciting acts to the city. I’m ambi-

tious for York, all I want is for
YUSU to share that ambition. Acts
like the Cheeky Girls and Eoghan
Quigg just simply won’t do, York
deserves better. York deserves Dr
Dre.”

Richard did however concede
it is, “slightly unlikely” that YUSU
will be able to achieve the motion’s
aim of a performance in Central
Hall by Dr Dre. But he insisted that
it is achievable that NUS delegates

from YUSU would be able, “to
bring this important issue to
national attention” as the motion
requested.

A Facebook group set up to
campaign for the motion already
has over 500 members after only a
few days of being online.

This year’s fresher’s event, the
Big Bang, was the first time an
artist has played in Central Hall
with Marina and the Diamonds as
the headline act. In previous years,
artists coming to the University
have played at York Racecourse

However, only 900 of approxi-
mately 2,300 scanned ticket hold-
ers managed to make their way
into Central Hall this year for the
event.

Hailey Badger

One of the campaign posters on the Facebook group for Dr Dre

FACEBOOK CAMPAIGN GROUP: ‘WANT DR DRE IN YORK’
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Is Dr Dre coming to York?
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York to weather budget cuts

THE EFFECTS of the upcoming
Higher Education cuts to the
University of York teaching budget
may not be as drastic as originally
predicted.

Student numbers at the
University are set to remain the
same and while the teaching grant
will be cut by £18 million, this will
not mean a cutback in staff or of
quality in teaching, as this only
accounts for 7.2 per cent of the
University’s total income of £250
million. 

Speaking to Nouse , Jane
Grenville, the Pro-Vice Chancellor
for Students, stressed that this was

because of the flexible departmen-
tal financing system used within
the University which allows,
“departments a high level of finan-
cial independence while also pro-
viding the University with head-
room to cross-subsidise when nec-
essary.”

This will be welcomed by arts
and humanities students, who are
to have their teaching budgets
scrapped by the Coalition govern-
ment, but will not lose out at York
as other departments will help
spread the worst of the cuts.  

This means that at a time
when universities across the coun-
try are tightening their budgets
and rethinking their spending
plans, the University of York will
emerge relatively unscathed. 

Tim Ngwena, YUSU
President, described York as “in a
fortunate position ahead of the
changing higher education cli-
mate.” 

He contiued: “the key concern
from my perspective is the long
term future of the University and
how departments and the
University will be placed, in an
environment where market forces
will play a large role in steering
learning and teaching resources,
alongside students’ increasing
expectations for a good student
experience”.  

While student numbers look
set to be cut nationally in response
to the government’s plans, a
spokesman for the University stat-
ed that they were: “confident” in
their ability to “retain student
demand and that the shortfall in
teaching grant can be replaced by
increased income from the Student
Loans Company through fees.” 

Although he argued it would
be unwise to rule out the possibili-
ty that departments may have to
“tighten their belts” next year,
Grenville stated that the University
was sufficiently solvent to cover the
year gap between reductions in the
teaching budget and the introduc-
tion of higher tuition fees, which
could be up to £9,000 from 2012.

“He [Dr Dre] could be the
spark that draws new excit-
ing acts to the city”

Motion proposer
Richard Costello

University officials have an optimistic outlook despite cuts

Nouse

RReeppoorrttiinngg bbyy HHooaaggyy DDaavviiss--DDiiggggeess,,
HHaaiilleeyy BBaaddggeerr,, MMaarrttiinn SSppuurrrr,, RRoossee
TTrroouupp--BBuucchhaannaann,,  IIssaabbeellllee WWyynnnnee
aanndd CCeelliiaa SSccrruubbyy  

Colleges unable to fill
major JCRC positions

GEORGE LOWTHER

“the reason we didn’t have
the Le Paige Rep was that
no one in the court knew
how to vote“

Vanbrugh JCRC Chair
Kallum Taylor

COMMENT>> Page 12
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Student house prices continue to soar
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Martin Spurr

Culprit of potential arson
attack remains a mystery

University may charge single
fee for all subjects from 2012

STUDENTS ARE facing higher
accommodation prices for next
year as many landlords are increas-
ing house prices across the city. 

Prices are generally rising
from between three and five
pounds per week, meaning an
additional £150 to £250 over the
course of a year for students living
outside of the University. However

Other second years seem more
resigned to the changes. Kelly
Atkins, a second-year Biochemist
student noted: “At the time I felt it
was unreasonable, but with the
current financial climate, and the
fact that a lot of other houses, have
gone up, I can see why it had to
happen. [It] doesn't make finance
any easier though.”

Some students have been
managed to avoid the increase, but
in many cases this has been
because their accommodation was
already relatively expensive . A sec-
ond-year History student living in
the Osbaldwick area, is experienc-
ing no rent increase but already
pays £74 per week.

“Our house was expensive last
year, but this year it is almost below
average. It seems York’s landlords
are following other major cities in
overcharging students for what is
basic accommodation.”

Many first years are currently
starting their search for houses
next year and these rent increases
are leaving some fearful over their
prospects. 

One first-year Politics student
commented: “Although some of the
prices are only slightly more expen-
sive than last year, that does add
up, especially with all the bills you
have to pay as well.” 

Some first years are being left
in the dark over what is acceptable

rent. Sydney Joyce, a first-year
History student, was unsure about
what to expect as an average price,
stating that she, “only roughly
knew last years (prices)” .

Many, however, were not sur-
prised at the price raise. A first-
year History and English student,
stated: “I am not shocked given the
current economic climate, we
shouldn’t expect any different

treatment just because we are stu-
dents.”

However, there are still a few
areas with value for money on
housing accommodation, even
with the increase in rent prices.
Although Francis Brown, a second-
year English Literature student liv-
ing in the Tang Hall area, is experi-
encing a rent rise of four pounds,
he commented: “despite the area it
does have a large garden, conserva-
tory and two bathrooms, I’d charge
more if I owned it.”

THE PROPONENT of an attempt-
ed arson attack that occurred last
term has still not been found.
CCTV saw at least one person set
alight a pile of papers, that also
included several aerosol cans,
which could have lead to a serious
explosion.

The cans and lighters were
put into a pile of papers and set
alight outside Block B in Langwith
College; however, someone fortu-
nately threw water onto the small
fire and stopped it spreading fur-
ther before it reached the poten-
tially explosive objects. 

The identity of the person
behind the incident  is unclear
from CCTV images, but it appears
to have only been a one-off inci-

dent. Residents of Block B were
contacted regarding the fire, how-
ever, no one knew or was willing to
come forward with any informa-
tion.

There have been around 150
fines given out since the start of
this year for unnecessarily bringing
the fire brigade out to the
University and for having fire haz-
ards such as candles in students’
rooms. The fines can range up to
£600 for falsely calling the fire
brigade out. 

Mick Elliott, the University’s
Fire Safety Officer, described the
incident as, “arson with intent” but
luckily for everyone around the
potential explosion, it was stopped
before anything serious happened.
He also warned students about the
dangers of leaving cooking unat-
tended, as last term there were
seven kitchen fires across campus.

Martin Spurr

SENIOR FIGURES within the
University and YUSU have indicat-
ed a strong preference for a set fee
across all courses at York, starting
from when the government
removes the tuition fee cap in
2012. 

Universities will have to
choose between a standardised fee
for all home students or charging
different amounts for different
subjects. Both are likely to be
unpopular by either devaluing
some degrees or making others not
worth the money paid which ever
way is chosen. 

Jane Grenville, Pro-Vice
Chancellor for Students, has sug-
gested that at York every student
will pay the same. However, she
emphasised that no decision will
be taken on the amount of the
tuition fee until after the
Government White Paper in
March and, although she would
not confirm an exact figure, she
stated that it was likely to be above
£6,000.

This has left some students
who have relatively few lectures
and seminars each week, feeling as
if they are may not get value for
money wih their degree. 

Ben Clynes, a first-year
Chemistry student is worried

about the impact different fees  will
have on the relationship between
students and their course. 

He commented that: “It’s good
for people who study sciences
because it will be cheaper for us, as
humanities would effectively be
subsidising sciences.”

However, if the University was
to charge varied fees, this might
leave some students with the feel-
ing that their degree is less valu-
able than others. Applying to a uni-
versity for a course that costs sig-
nificantly less than others, could be
seen as a sign of a lower-class
degree.

The standard fee has been
partially supported by Aaron
Porter, NUS President, who said in
an interview with Nouse that, “I do
feel uncomfortable with different
universities charging different fees
for different courses,” but added
that many universities will set a
single fee, “because they will prob-
ably be looking at charging a fee of
£9,000 across the board.” 

Tim Ngwena, YUSU
President, has also come out in
favour of a single tuition fee for all
disciplines. 

He suggested that if the
University was to introduce differ-
ent fees for each course this would
imply, “a market preference
towards a particular degree or
course, [which] in my personal
view, [is] an undesirable conclu-

sion and a flawed acceptance that
education should be a market
based system.”

But Porter warned universities
that in tripling their fees, whether
towards a flat rate across all cours-
es or a varied one, students
deserved a better education and an
increased amount of contact time
with staff involved in research.  

“For the universities that
charge £8,000 or £9,000, proba-
bly like the University of York,
arguably they will have more
money now than they did before;
and in the instances where univer-
sities have more money than they
do presently, then we should be
making the case for universities to
offer something better to students
than they are already.

“Frankly, under the current
regime universities are often very
complacent about what they offer
students. I don’t think they take
enough care to ensure that
research active staff are spending
enough time in front of undergrad-
uate students.”

Ngwena agreed that the “stu-
dent experience” was of paramount
importance, stating: “The key con-
cern from my perspective is the
long term future of the University
and how departments and the
University will be placed, where
market forces will play a large role
in steering learning and teaching
resources.” 

students living on a popular hous-
ing estate on Hull Road are seeing
an increase of  eight pounds, as
their rent rises from £67 to £75. 

It also appears that this is an
ongoing problem. A third-year liv-
ing on Windmill Lane has seen an
increase of £11 per week over the
two years she has been living there.
However, it is not just houses near-
est to the University where prices
are increasing, but also throughout
student areas across the city. 

It appears students with pri-

vate landlords, rather than letting
agencies, have more power over
their rent increase. A second-year
linguistics student told Nouse how
they managed to talk their land-
lord down. 

“[The] price was going up
then we argued with our landlord,
so he agreed to keep it the same”
adding that, “we were just lucky
that we got it sorted otherwise we
couldn’t afford it...bearing in mind
our house had a leak through the
kitchen ceiling, it was ridiculous.”

Second-year History student

“It seems York landlords are
following other major cities
in overcharging students
for what is basic accommo-
dation.”

Security images in the aftermanth of the fire outside Langwith

Students living in popular areas, such as Heslington Road, will face annual rent increases up to £250

LUCY DIXON
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NUS President Aaron Porter talks toMartin Spurr about student protests and recent calls for his resignation.

A year of events: 2010 for Aaron Porter

You have probably heard of Aaron
Porter, or you are more likely to have
than his predecessor, Wes Streeting. 
As the President of the National Union

of Students (NUS), Porter has been at the
forefront of the campaign against the rise in
tuition fees and has organised several mass
demonstrations, with over 52,000 protesters
attending the Demolition march in London
last November. However, the limelight hasn’t
been all rosy; in recent weeks there have
been calls for him to resign over his handling
of the student protests and in particular the
violence surrounding them; in fact both
Birbeck and SOAS universities have passed
motions of no confidence in him. 

But this doesn’t seem to bother him;
Porter’s calm demeanor and flawless answers
are more akin to a politician than a student
leader. The NUS President sees the votes
against his leadership as only a minor dis-
agreement and is quick to stress that: “the
overwhelming majority of Student Unions
have positively endorsed the direction of
travel of the NUS and the leadership I have
shown.

“When you represent seven million
members as I do, of course I accept that not
every single student is going to be happy with
the decisions the NUS has taken, indeed I’ve
had some students saying the NUS has been
too radical and has organised too many
protests and I’ve had an equal number of stu-
dents saying NUS hasn’t been radical enough
and should have supported violent action.” 

The number of students calling for less
action seems to be a questionable statement,
but Porter is confident in his assertion. 

Many students were annoyed by the
speed in which he condemned the students
involved in the violence at Milbank Tower,
the Tory Headquarters, and in the lack of
support he has shown to several student
protests in London. However, Porter out-
lined that he would give his backing to
protests only under certain conditions. 

“I support a student action when I
believe it is going to be safe for students and
protesters, when I have confidence that the
steps the organisers have taken are peaceful
and are not going to descend into violence. I
don’t kind of flippantly not support student
action. It’s not in the interests of students or
the NUS to be associated with violence.”  

Controversially, he led a vote at the NUS
National Executive Commitee to not support

the protest in London on 29 January, which
has angered the organisers and many stu-
dents involved. But he outlined that his rea-
sons for this were because he was, “not confi-
dent with the steps the organisers had taken
in London on the 29th.” 

Porter wants to step back from just the
direct action of protesting on the streets and
evolve the campaign to encompass more
general issues, now that the House of
Commons voted in favour of lifting the
tuition fee cap; these include the value for
money that students will get with the
increase in fees. 

He lamented that: “In 2006 when
tuition fees were raised from £1,000 to
£3,000...student satisfaction did not
increase, the quality of what students
received did not increase and graduate
employment, if anything, got worse.

“Frankly under the current regime uni-
versities are often very complacent about
what they offer students.” 

Talking about his own personal future
as NUS President, Porter confirmed he is
going to stand for re-election in order to help
ensure the right decisions that need to be
taken for students are made. He also cited
the greater awareness of the NUS to students
as one of his great achievements in the last
seven months. 

“I’ve brought the NUS to a level of
scrutiny and also awareness amongst stu-
dents that frankly wasn’t there. Students
were not aware of what the NUS did until I
became President in this way and I hope I
can take the NUS forward for another year.”

And perhaps this is where Aaron Porter
has succeeded. Although the NUS campaign
against the rise in fees has not ultimately
been successful, the level of attention that
has been generated over the past three
months has kept the issue at the top of the
political agenda; and although, not all stu-
dents have been in support of the direction
and action that has been taken, it has
spurred on a wave of action at universities
across the country. 

Porter says he is “trying to make deci-
sions that are in the interests of the student
body at large,” and if he is going to continue
raising the issues around university funding
and questioning the value for money that
degrees offer, then we will become even more
familiar with this clean-cut and polished stu-
dent leader.  

10 Nov:
Student Demolition
march in London

Porter condems the
violence at Milbank
Tower, brandishing
those involved as “a
minority of idiots”
amongst 52,000

More violent
scenes ahead of
tuition fee vote.

Porter receives crit-
icism for not back-
ing all of the stu-
dent protests

  Continued protests
in London  
8/9 Dec:

9 Dec:
MPs vote to raise
cap on tuition fees

up to £9,000 

Vote was passed
with a slim majori-

ty of 21 in the
House of Commons

Many students
are unhappy at

Porter’s resistance
to back protests in
London and his

lack of support for
actions during

them

Calls for Porter 
to resign 
14 Dec:

Won on a prom-
ise to fight any rise

in university
tuition fees. His
term started in
June 2010

Porter elected NUS
President 
14 April:

Urges a new
wave of student
action in the run
up to the vote on

fees

Repeats claim “this is
only the beginning”

29 Nov:

1 Dec:
Sit-ins spring up
across the country

The ‘Great York
Sit-In’ starts its

twelve day protest
with around 20-30
students occupying
the Exhibition

Centre 

29 Jan 2011: 
Protest in
Manchester

Peaceful demon-
stration on the

same day as a sepa-
rate march in

London not sup-
ported by Porter

“I don’t kind of flippantly
not support student
action.” “There is more to a cam-

paign than simply direct
action; you can lobby, you
can protest you can peti-
tion and there are different
ways in which you can
focus your attention.” 

“Different students will
have different preferences,
the two things are compli-
mentary” 

NUS
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Housing issues do not excuse
abandoning student parents 

When you conjure the men-
tal image of a student,
you probably don’t envi-

sion an overworked mum with a
pram. It seems that Heslington
Hall doesn’t either, as many stu-
dent families are faced with the
reality of the University completely
failing to account for them in
planning accommodation and
nursery numbers.

Unfortunately this failure isn’t
exactly new, as Nouse reported on
similar failures two years ago. In
2009, the accusation was that the
University failed to help students
with dependent families become
part of university life, but little
seems to have changed. There is
still a massive shortage of places at
the campus nursery, while newer
concerns have emerged on the fail-
ure of the University to make
strong enough efforts to bridge the
gap between the amount of stu-
dents who seek housing for their
families and the number of prop-
erties actually available. 

And while this last one is not
really the fault of the University
admin, many landlords advertised
on the University private property
list have proven themselves unwill-
ing to allow families to reside
within their properties. It adds up
to a situation that can only really
be described as a mixture of igno-
rance, unfairness and unnecessary
hardship.

One of the advantages of the
university experience is that it
enables people to expand their
horizons, attend societies, become
involved in college communities or
play sports with likeminded people
in a reasonably open environment.
But with a lack of appropriate

housing or care facilities available
on campus, this remains a forbid-
den fruit to the sizeable proportion
of students who are instead forced
to seek homes a long way outside
of the traditional areas of resi-
dence or nursery places that are a
long way from campus.

The failures of private land-
lords to act positively are hardly
surprising. While not indicative of
the character of every landlord in
York, there has been no shortage
of disgraceful stories of discrimi-
nation from letting agents and
landlords over the last few years.
I’m sure few would disagree with
the private properties advertised
on the University system meeting
certain standards, such as being
willing to take on families or those
in unusual situations as tenants

providing they are willing to pay.
This is also a problem that

challenges the ability of the
University to correctly provide for
mature students. It is a fact of life
that the percentage of the popula-
tion who are married with children
increases with age, yet in a job
market that demands new skills
and qualifications all the time,
these older families will increas-
ingly seek university education. As
these mature students are valuable
to university finances, it stands to
reason that investing in the capaci-
ty of the institution to carry them
makes a lot of sense.

While massively unfortunate
for those students with families,
who are prevented from fully
embracing university life due to
caring arrangements or housing

situations, there is also the serious
danger that this kind of failure to
provide by the entirety of the HE
sector could be deterring a large
number of young people from get-
ting their much needed foot in the
door.

With a university degree
becoming more necessary to get
employed in certain fields, it is a
tragedy that a university with the
reputation such as York offers such
poor amenities. Education is so
often hailed as the great equaliser,
yet the majority of parents are
unable to invest in their future due
to unavailable facilities. Therefore
it is imperative that the clear
urgency of a continued campaign
to improve access for student fam-
ilies is picked up both locally and
nationally. 

CCoommmmeenntt && AAnnaallyyssiiss

As the extent of the spending
cuts enforced due to these
tough economic times

becomes apparent, one of those hit
will be local libraries - 24 out of 42
in North Yorkshire are risking
being closed or losing their profes-
sional staff.

“So what?” would be the gener-
al response. The stereotypical view
is that libraries are overrun with old
biddies searching for the large print
volumes, while the rest of the books
are boring and out of date.

But thinking back, how many
of us remember being taken to the
library as children? On those trips,
we could take out whatever books
we wanted, sit on comfy beanbags,

and learn without our parents hav-
ing to worry about the cost.

Even now, with hefty essays set
over the holidays, in times of panic
we can head to our local libraries in
search of something that might
help us out.

In our modern world, where
reading material is easily available
online can it still be argued that
libraries have a place? They provide
free and easy access to thousands of
volumes, making literature a
resource open to everyone.

And while technology has
moved on, libraries have also
sought to move with the times.
They now provide DVD lending
services and free internet access. In

areas like Eastfield, one of the
North Yorkshire libraries under
threat, only one in four homes have
internet access - the loss of this

service would mean the loss of one
of the greatest free resources in one
of the poorest areas of Yorkshire.

Libraries form part of the core
of the local community; those in
rural areas are often those most at
risk and yet ironically are those
most needed by local residents.
While one option might be to focus
remaining funds on those libraries
in larger settlements, those less
able to travel will miss out on their
local service. This also coincides
with cuts in the transport budget-
how will people travel to these
more efficiently run libraries on
transport that will not run as often
or as cheaply?

Another way that the govern-
ment is planning on reducing costs
is through staffing the libraries with
volunteers. This presents a

quandary: on one hand, this will
mean job losses that might not be
revived even after the recession has
subsided. On the other, it can mean
that there will be a greater local
involvement in the libraries- if
there is an interest in saving them,
people will come forward and help.

But should they have to?
However nice it is to see people vol-
unteering to save their local
libraries, the issue surrounding the
ethics of cuts remains. Is it right
that funding is being reduced on a
service that promotes literacy and
community in areas across the
country? Perhaps we are starting to
see cuts that will change the face of
our local communities forever.

Isabelle 
Wynne Valuable local libraries should not be cut

““tthhee lloossss ooff tthhiiss
sseerrvviiccee wwoouulldd bbee
tthhee lloossss ooff oonnee ooff
tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt ffrreeee
rreessoouurrcceess””

The University must make
more of an effort to cater for
mature student families who
wish to enter into higher
education.

Ben
Gascoyne

Senior
Correspondent

HUGO BROOK
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Sometimes modernity is just not
the way forward. In fact, the
English department’s re-evalu-

ation of their teaching methods is a
regressive idea, with a strong
impact for the future.

When students apply to York,
they will be looking at class sizes.
There are some subjects which
might suit workshops, but replacing
half of the seminars is not the
answer for such a discursive subject
such as English Literature. While
these workshops may produce some
interesting discussions, they are
mostly reminiscent of the unpro-
ductive classes doubtless experi-
enced for the majority of secondary
education. And when coming to
university, it’s hard to forget that
this time, we have chosen to come
to receive an education, forwhich
we’re paying over £3000 a year.

Like the consideration work-
shops at York, the wider world have
been looking into progressive meth-
ods of education. Richard Dawkins,
(controversial author, philosopher,
general religious sceptic)
announced last summer his idea of
setting up an atheist school. After
all, there are plenty of faiths who
have set up schools to educate their
believing youths in the surround-
ings of the religion. Even so, the
idea was meant with a great deal of
controversy. Dawkins’ idea was less
‘shocking’ than it first seems: he’s
simply filling the gap of something
that was not there, rather than
introducing something entirely new
for the sake of controversy.

In fact, it was Dawkin’s who
said that ‘beliefs should be substan-

tiated with evidence’. In the context
of the English Department’s pro-
posals, it’s difficult to imagine aca-
demic staff thinking workshops a
profitable venture. York is already
in the top 10 for English on the
league tables, and that place cer-
tainly won’t be improved by the
prospect of larger teaching class
sizes. Forward-thinking teaching
doesn’t have to be taken to such an
extreme, or in such a try-hard fash-
ion.

Modernising teaching methods

might ‘update’ the department’s
image - in theory. But in practice,
modernisation most often comes in
the form of using the internet, and
all the technology glory that comes
with it. For a department who are
notoriously lax at using the VLE, it
would be worth evaluating how stu-
dents interact with their individual
studies before attempting to revolu-
tionise classes.

It’s hard to take the idea of a
workshop seriously. No one is
entirely sure what it even means,
because surely it can’t be referring

to learning carpentry skills, or
something equally unrelated to
English Literature? Perhaps the
idea of workshops is appealing
because people might be making
fools of themselves by reinterpret-
ing scenes from a Hamlet to be set
during the course of a transatlantic
plane flight. Or because in a group
of thirty, it’ll be easier not to say
anything at all, and let the vocal
minority lead the discussion.

In seminars, the real challenge
for most is encountering the sheer
terror of turning up with nothing
suitably ground breaking or intel-
lectual to say, but bumbling
through the session either in silence
or trying to convey an air of
inspired insight to the rest of the
group. (There’s no middle ground,
and don’t kid yourself - you know
which category you fall into.) Call it
the ‘fear factor’ if you will. Seminars
push students to be vocal and dis-
cursive, to further their ideas. With
30 people in a room, it will be easy
for laziness to go unnoticed.

The department staff ’s split
opinion is, however, of some conso-
lation. But their time might be bet-
ter spent looking at how to make
seminars more engaging. It’s not
impossible - whether by including a
different outline system, or letting
students choose the materials they
want to cover. Drastic decisions
don’t have to be made in order for a
modern and productive academic
outline. Nor do they have to include
students fighting to be heard, and
acting out the role Polonius as a
member of a cabin crew, just to
make it more ‘engaging’.
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News leaking of the Vice-Chancellor’s escalating salary could not have
come at a more inopportune time for the University. Not only are we cur-
rently in a time of global financial crisis (it’s been going on for a couple of
years now, but is still there, nonetheless), but students are now facing their
own battle - against rising tuition fees. However much Jane Grenville
attempts to persuade York’s students that we’ll get away relatively
unscathed, Cantor’s extra £50,000 in his pocket seems a little ill-placed.

Rather than complaining about an ‘expenses scandal’ to rival that of any
MP, Nouse looks to where this money could have been better spent. Cantor
is, to most students, relatively unknown. To the outside world, equally little
is probably known about him. What is known is that he is a representation-
al figurehead, spending very little time actually at the University of York.
Indeed, it seems as though he would barely be able to identify with current
students and their needs. Cantor travels around the globe on ‘university
business’, but whether it’s promoting our institution to prospective investors
or networking with other universities, has it been worth an extra £50,000
over the past three years?

Mr. Cantor’s role may be indispensible to our student population, but
this amount of money could have been better spent elsewhere.
Accommodation renovations, asbestos removal, funding new academic
resources - perhaps spend a little more on porters? 

The options are endless. York’s student population should be given the
opportunity to live the high life. Not our overpaid executives.

NOUSE
Est. 1964

Online: www.nouse.co.uk
Follow: @yorknouse
Letters and complaints : Nouse, Grimston House, University
of York, YO10 5DD or contact@nouse.co.uk
Contribute: editor@nouse.co.uk

MP Simon Hughes has found
himself receiving mixed
reviews from political

observers by suggesting that the
intake of privately educated chil-
dren into the university system
should be reduced. Hughes, himself
privately educated, and Cambridge
class of ’73, is arguing that while
only 7.2 per cent of the student pop-
ulous spawns from the realm of pri-
vate education, they are overly rep-
resented at university level, particu-
larly at Oxford where they almost
dominate at 46.6 per cent. But are
they over represented or are they
simply more deserving of the place?

Coming from a state school
myself I advocate that all students
should be permitted and encour-
aged to continue at degree level. To
put a stopper on the number of
state-educated students allowed to
go to university would cause out-
rage, no such discrimination would
be tolerated. Yet there is serious
contemplation that limiting private-
school students is okay. It is not.

In an academic environment it
should be academic prowess that is
rewarded, university is after all a
place of higher education. Schools
which have a record of high
achievement are in the privileged
position of spending more time and
money on getting their students
ready for the admissions process. It
is unfair, but that is how it is. For
schools which have students who
fail to get five A* to C grades at
GCSE the focus is rightly on bump-
ing up this statistic, with less time
being spent preparing students for
the next stage.

Generally, privately educated
children are more attractive to uni-
versity admissions teams, so the
issue being tackled here is the
wrong issue. We must look at why
we have this disproportionate ratio.
The reason is underachievement,
lacklustre personal statements and
CVs no longer than a haiku.

Hughes is right in saying that
universities need to be more active
in their searches for the brightest
pupils, so that high-achieving state
kids don’t slip through the net.
Perhaps while Sherlock Hughes is
sleuthing out these elusive state
school wonderkids, his Dr Watson
could investigate what makes these
privately educated teens so darn
juicy and offer the same opportuni-
ties to the hoi polloi.

Hughes is known for urging
students to ‘understand the facts’,
but maybe he needs to understand
some himself. Discrimination is
wrong. You cannot begrudge any
social group the opportunity to go
to university. I can only hope that
Hughes will address the real issue
and be the catalyst for some truly
revolutionary reforms, and make a
positive move towards bridging the
gap between rich and poor in the
education system. Watch this space.

MP intends to
tackle wrong
issue
Joe
Williams

Deputy
Comment
Editor

Modernity is not the future
for forward-thinking teaching

“call it the ‘fear fac-
tor’...seminars push
students to be
vocal and discursive
to further their
ideas”

It has emerged that Brian
Cantor, Vice-Chancellor, has
enjoyed a salary increase of 24

per cent over the past three years.
Whilst the university has suffered
significant cutbacks, our world-
renowned Vice Chancellor will
enjoy a salary of £255,450 this
year; no small beans in this current
financial climate.

The average salary of a Vice-
Chancellor is £219,156 – so Cantor
is already doing fairly well for him-
self. The statistics become more
damaging when you consider that
one over the past three years he
spent £135,000 on expenses.

Students are facing exorbitant
price increases as many universities
(by their own admission) struggle
to stay afloat in the wake of govern-
ment cuts, yet Vice-Chancellors
across the country are accused of
gross pay increases whilst their col-
leagues face redundancy and pay
cuts. These salaries are defended by
university administrations as
‘worthwhile’, citing the education
system as an ‘industry’ worth over
45 billion to the UK economy.

On a level you can defend our

Vice Chancellor’s salary: he is the
head of an organisation with an
annual turnover of over £225 mil-
lion, and in comparison to other
University Vice-Chancellors he’s
being paid considerably more than
some. Tim O’Shea, Edinburgh Vice-
Chancellor, was targeted by the
press in 2009 for his £228,000
salary; however, Edinburgh’s annual
turnover is over £555 million.

Heading a budget half that of
Edinburgh’s our Vice-Chancellor is
nearly £30,000 ahead; or in real
terms he has pocketed the collective
salary of two porters on 28 hour
weeks. Think about that one, when
you moan at having to walk to
another college’s reception at 2am.

We’ve also been informed
Cantor’s pension has increased by
£10,000 to £47,858. Even allowing
for inflation, the average pension
for Vice-Chancellors in 07/08 was
£26,129. I am sceptical that infla-
tion is the only factor in his rather
comfortable pension increase.

The University will no doubt
defend the Vice-Chancellor by
pointing out he donates his consul-
tancy fee from Rolls Royce, and his
editor’s salary for Progress in
Material Science to the university.
All very laudable. Less laudable
when compared to Nigel Thrift,
Vice-Chancellor of Warwick (which
consistently outperforms York in
the league tables) who took a pay
freeze on his own salary in 2009.
Bet they’ve still got night porters.

It seems education is no longer
a right, or even a privilege, but an
industry where those at the top
flourish while the bottom scrap over
short contact hours and rising fees.
You have to wonder if we would
have seen Mr Cantor on the streets
of London, had it been his pension,
and not our education, a victim of
the Coalition’s financial reforms.

Hannah
Clugston

Comment
Editor

So the YUSU election season
will soon be upon us once
again; that time of year when

it is impossible to walk across cam-
pus without being accosted by
enthusiastic campaigners. The
University becomes a giant colour-
ing book for all potential candidates
and Facebook becomes nothing
more than a platform for manifesto
propaganda and eager electioneer-
ing. But, in the same way that the
voting systems stays the same, so do
the candidates.

A quick line up of previous
candidates will reveal shockingly
similar CVs. Of the 22 Sabbatical
candidates last year, 15 had previ-
ously worked for YUSU (either
directly or as College reps). Of that
15, five had been College Presidents
or Vice-Chairs, the rest of them
LGBT Officers, Volunteering
Officers, Campaigns Officers or
Union Chair. Outside of the 15
YUSU committee candidates, three
worked for RAG, and both York
Sport candidates were sport team
presidents. The winning six had
been College Chairs or were already
on the YUSU team.

Call me cynical or liberal but
that level of ‘cliquishness’ cannot
make for a good team. Nor is it fair.
YUSU should represent the entire
student body, not just those who are
already involved in YUSU. Instead,
we need to be voting for personable
candidates who will be able to
engage the student population over
the course of the year. Last year
Matthew Freckleton was the only
Presidential candidate without any
YUSU committee or college creden-

tials (aside from David Hansen
whose policies included such gems
as “establishing a transparent para-
digm matrix to promote synthesis”);
he received the least votes.

We have no control over who
decides to stand up and announce
that they have the ability to take on
and represent the concerns of a
13,000 large student body. But we
do control who, after weeks of cam-
paigning, sits in the Student Centre.
Let’s be honest, after being coerced
into voting we flick through the
faces, scan the manifestos and think
“I saw him in a YUSU hoodie once,
they must be good...‘VOTE’”. And
then we sit here grumbling about
YUSU being too ‘cliquey’ when it
was us that voted them in.

We cling to familiarity instead
of trying to instigate real change.
Perhaps an outsider candidate
would have been a disaster. But
they also could have represented
the breath of fresh air our Union so
desperately needs to push things

forward, like their current
Democratic Review. It’s a boring
topic but when looked at in-depth,
will change a lot about YUSU. And
Sabbaticals, as individuals, can help
make it engaging.

It is up to us to prevent the
YUSU Sabbatical team being domi-
nated by those already knee-deep in
YUSU affairs, but we need candi-
dates who have an outside perspec-
tive, and can push YUSU out of its
current stalemate. Our Union will
get nowhere if the only candidates
are those groomed by last years
Sabbs, thinking within the same
narrow mindset. 

Obviously the importance of
experience  should not be ignored it
but student involvement across all
areas of campus life, be it in cheer-
leading or FragSoc, can be just as
valuable. So when nominations are
in, let’s hope for unfamiliar faces.
Even if results are predictable, it
will make the election process that
little bit more interesting.

Rose 
Troup-
Buchanan

“in real terms he
has pocketed the
collective salary of
two porters on 28
hour weeks”

Follow the debate on
Comment online at
nouse.co.uk/comment

The English department
need to update their com-
puter systems before they
think about expanding
their class sizes.

MILLIE JONES

HELEN TEZAPSIDIS

Camilla
Apcar

Deputy
Editor

The Vice-Chancellor’s salary
makes a mockery of cuts

Changes needed as YUSU
Sabbs replicate their team

The high life of Brian

End to academic access?

Dre-volution at York

The English Department at York is one of the best in the country. We
have one of the most culturally varied and interesting courses available, and
world-class research. And yet, it seems the department is doing all it can to
ensure the students have increasingly little access to these academic
resources and fellows that are paraded across the prospectus pages.

By replacing the already limited seminars with workshops of 30 plus
shows an alarming regression in the teaching methods, more reminiscent of
crowded secondry school classrooms than an academic platform for intellec-
tual discussion. With such limited contact hours, it becomes too easy to
become disillusioned and distanced from the course you are supposed to
dedicate three solid years of your life to. Progression and development in
English comes from animated discussion and argument that would only get
lost when thirty students are attempting to get their animated and opposing
views on Orwell across all at once.

The loss of seminars will only lead to a serious deterioration in the qual-
ity of teaching and learning within the English department, and as well-
renowned as the English academic research may be, it is of little use if stu-
dents have limited or no access to the professors from whom they should
supposedly benefit. English at York needs to be based less on appearances
and more on substance, before the department simply becomes a farce.

In a simple act, Union members can declare themselves ambitious
about York and ambitious about its music scene. Voting for this motion in
the UGM on Wednesday, will not necessarily have the internationally
renowned rap artist, Dr Dre on the next flight to Heathrow; but it sends out
a clear signal that we are not happy with just mediocre bands and singers,
who are paid large amounts in order to make them come here. If you are
going to be spending money persuading artists to stop off somewhere they
usually wouldn't, then why not try better? 

By setting your sights low you are expecting disappointment, however,
while accepting that international artists are not queuing up to play at York,
aiming high is a win-win situation. But even, in the likely event, that noth-
ing comes of this, it is more about the symbolism than the actual end result. 

Dr Dre may not be to everyone's taste in music, but he symbolises the
ambition, we, as a student body should have. This is not just a motion sub-
mitted to UGM as a joke, it is a serious proposition aimed at drawing atten-
tion to York’s dreadful music scene. While this year saw an improvement
with Marina and the Diamonds headlining Central Hall at the Big Bang
event in Fresher’s week, there were still problems with the number of stu-
dents being admitted into the venue. 

However, although perhaps unintentionally, this motion does raise
questions over the relevance and role of the UGMs. Is it possible for YUSU
to get Dr Dre? Probably not, but what this motion shows is that you can
mandate them to do something that, realistically, is unachievable. It is no use
lying down and accepting our limited options in attracting artists, we should
aim higher and try harder. 
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Taxi drivers see students at
their very worst. Richard
Lemmer unearths their stories.

Tales of the taxi home

18.01.11
MUSE.

Censorship and creativity
Edward Grande speaks to
Daniel Roy Connely, creative
director of a Shanghai-based
theatre company.

The voices of
change
Young citizens of the
Israel-Palestine conflict
talk to Mia de Graaf



FASHION.
M14. Injecting colour and sparkle into
winter’s wardrobe,we look at how to
combat January blacks and blues. Also
included: a close up look at men’s fashion
to come, and our 70’s guide.

ARTS.
M18.We look at the implications of con-
troversial art under Chinese censorship
and also investigate the work of photog-
rapher Lara Jade.

MUSIC.
M20.Nouse Music team brings you
2011’s most hotly anticipated records,
new bands, and Footwork in Chicago.

MM22

MUSE.
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My new year’s resolution isn’t to quit
smoking, chocolate or philandering.
I don’t want to give up anything

really – I just want my attention span back.
Over the last couple of years, I imagine

most of us have experienced an attention-
span breakdown. Within the confines of
campus, technology is overbearing. Almost
all of my university work is based around the
internet; with JSTOR, Metalib and the like
almost always coming to replace those most
outdated of learning devices - books.
Similarly, my personal life seems to be rife
with scanning e-mails, staring dead-eyed at
news feeds and chortling at lolcats. While I
appreciate the streamlining of my life that
technology offers, it’s come at the price of my
concentration.

I was never very good at focusing at
work. As soon as I was sat down with a fold-
er of notes to memorise, even on a subject I
had an avid interest in, I would inevitably
end up talking to my dog, air-guitaring or
trying to learn origami in a matter of min-
utes. Nowadays, my attention span is non-
existent. 

During the writing of the preceding 164
words, I checked Facebook twice (clicking
‘like’ on celebrity tattoo artist Kat Von D and
stalking through photos of an ex-girlfriend’s
new kitten), downloaded Ciara’s new album
Basic Instinct and looked through a blog of
celebrities photoshopped to make them look
like bread. 

To think, about five years ago I could
watch a whole three-hour black and white
Andrei Tarkovsky movie without shifting. I
could listen to what people were saying with-
out wishing that they were animated gifs of
Kim Jong-Il. I could go to funerals without
itching to read 50 Cent’s spectacularly mis-
guided twitter updates. 

But I don’t think I’m even that bad a
case on the scale. I’m not ‘fortunate’ enough
to be blessed with a Blackberry or an iphone,
but all of my friends who have one seem to
constantly tire of conversation or life, prefer-
ring instead to update facebook with their
day to day existence – ‘John Smith is eating a
ham sandwich with white bread’, ‘John
Smith just laid an average-sized turd’, ‘John
Smith is updating his facebook status’.

Worse still are the people who take pho-
tos on a night out and post them online
immediately; it’s like they can’t even concen-
trate on having fun. Perhaps the most telling
omen of the extinction of concentration is

the bizarre sub-genre of facebook status that
is the ‘repeated essay word count update’.
Why anyone would give a flying fuck about
the number of words someone’s currently
written on the behavioural and psychophysi-
ological markers of disordered attention is
beyond me. Let alone on a bi-hourly basis. 

What’s clear, though, is that attention
spans are endangered, and something needs
to be done before our generation is lost in a

mire of flittering MTV editing, channel-flick-
ing and tab-hopping. Oxford students have,
as usual, been the first to find a solution –
guzzling shedloads of the ADHD-easing
drug Ritalin. Apparently, come exam-time,
everyone’s wired up to the gills, and scarily
focused.

While I’d like an attention span, I’d
rather have one without having to use med-
ication. I’d probably just get addicted to
Ritalin and spend hours focused on some-
thing completely incongruous to my work,
lost in braiding my pubic hair or something. 

  I think the only real solution is to do
what Sarah Connor did in Terminator 2; kick
machine ass. The only way I’ll be able to
study effectively for my Old Norse exam
(don’t ask) will be to throw my mobile phone
into the Ouse, pack my notes into a knap-
sack, cycle out into the middle of the moors,
construct a small shelter, and break my own
legs. Only then would I have the opportunity
to revise without being… Sorry, someone just
sent me a video of a baby panda sneezing.
Hilarious. So cute. What was I talking
about?

18/01/11

Tom Killingbeck.
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FEATURES.
M6. Tales of the taxi home
Get to know the people behind the
wheel: Richard Lemmer talks to cab driv-
ers who truly see students at their worst.

M8. Sitting at Italy’s dinner table
Celebrated chef Paul Bartolotta talks to
Sam Lawson about real Italian cooking.

M10. Pulling down the Iron Curtain
Olivia Hutchinson examines the epi-
demic of AIDs in Russia.

M11. The voices of change
With the new year, Mia de Graaf asks
four citizens of the Israel - Palestine con-
flict where they think things can go.

FILM.
M22. The advancement of 3D Film is
explored by our film buffs.  Also includ-
ed: Reviews of the long-awaited 127
Hours and Black Swan, plus Top Five
ballet movies.

FOOD&DRINK.
M23. What’s the difference between
your standard cafe and those tea rooms
York is so famous for? El Piano also
provides an exclusive recipe.
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““As soon as I sat down I
would inevitably end up
talking to my dog, air-guitar-
ing or trying to learn origami
in a matter of minutes..””

M12. Cau Napoli
M14. Lucy Dixon
M19. Lara Jade@Sarah Daw
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It is a truth universally
acknowledged that it is difficult
to love a fish. You can’t cuddle
them, they won’t return your
calls, and some of them are seri-
ously fugly. No, honestly, search
‘ugly fish’ into Google images and
prepare to be amazed…  So to all
of you now frantically petting
your pilchards or tickling your
turbot, I’m begging you: give up
NOW. They will never love you
back.

In this respect, it seems vir-
tually impossible to create a
hard-hitting, cutting edge, ‘save
the fish’ campaign, which could
rock the very core of a nation
famed for its resolute dedication
to the ‘turkey twizzler’. Fish don’t
look cute on posters. Pandas are a
much easier ride.    

But yet, as I’m sure anyone
that’s managed to catch Channel
4’s recent ‘Big Fish Fight’ will
have noticed, there seems to be a
success story in the making.
Since the first program last week,
the petition numbers on
www.fishfight.net have shot up
incredibly. Sadly I can’t actually
find out by how much. But I
promise it’s loads, I’ve been
watching it every day…

Clearly the likes of Hugh,
Jamie and Gordon have man-
aged, at first glance anyway, to
woo the hearts of mouse-pota-
toes across the country, and in
my opinion that can only be a
good thing. Nevertheless it begs
an interesting question: can
celebrity chefs really change the
buying habits of an entire
nation?

At first it sounds like a bit of
a no-brainer. After all, how many
people can say with 100% certi-
tude that they’re immune to the
lure of celebrity? On paper, it
should be a formula for instant
success. And yet food seems to be
one of those few things we aren’t
prepared to be flippant with. Bill
Bryson once astutely remarked
that the British are prepared to
experiment with their food to a
certain extent, but “don’t fuck
with their puddings”. That’s
blates true. “They can take our
lives but they’ll never take our
trifle” etc. etc.

With this in mind, Hugh
Fernley Whittingstall’s little
mackerel baps sadly seem a bit

limp and pathetic. Can a few
famous faces and a week’s worth
of fishy fun really persuade us to
abandon over two centuries of
cod and chips? At the end of the
day, it remains to be seen.
Politicians aren’t hugely known
for their incredible power to lis-
ten, so supporters shouldn’t put
too much emphasis on Hugh’s
petition to the MEPs. Public
spending though, remains pow-
erful. Turn the hearts and minds
of the British people onto dab
and pollock (not the sexiest
sounding fish it has to be said..)
and you’re onto a winner.

And so for now, we wait. In
the meantime though, it’s rea-
sonably titter-worthy to examine
the contributions of various
celebs or wannabe fishstars.
Gordon Ramsey has to be Exhibit
A. Because *shockingly*, whilst
Hugh has gallantly been flashing
his nether regions into the icy
Northern spray and Jamie is
feverously peddling his dishes
like Alan Sugar dahn the market,
Gords is going to wrestle sharks.
No seriously, that is actually what
he’s doing… to help the depletion
of cod, tuna and salmon… Don’t
worry, you’re not the only one
who’s confused.com. But there’s
no fun in wrestling sardines you
see. With sharks though, well, the
world’s your oyster! In fact, the
opportunities for tight t-shirts,
American Wife Swap storm offs
and testosterone fuelled antics of
every kind are rife with Jaws, and
this campaign has at least
exposed what’s most important
to the Big G once and for all –
showing off his massive guns.

In fact, as the campaign is
gathering steam, more and more
C listers have seen fit to tweet
their pearls of wisdom. For now
they make a bit of sense, but keep
your eyes peeled people and your
fingers crossed, things are about
to get ugly… Personally I’d like to
know what Jeremy Kyle, Kanye
West and Mel Gibson think
about all this, but that’s just me…
For the more dedicated among
you I’d recommend stalking
York’s very own Callum Roberts,
or perhaps less illegally Charles
Clover’s fantastic book The End
of The Line… at least he’s not
always going on about his mus-
sels…
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For the 
love of cod.

Quirks: Rise of the Royals
With the release of The King’s Speech royalty, and britishness are the latest worldwide fad.

60to 120 minutes. This is the typicallength of one single game of
Monopoly, which is part of the reason it is
so popular everywhere; it can be long and
slow or quick and dirty. Take your pick. 

£10The amount you receive on yourbirthday during a game. We were
hoping for a ‘get out of jail free’ card.
Bondage has a time and place, you see.
Everyone needs a safe word. This is a public
service announcement from Numbers HQ ...

1700versions of Monopoly in exis-tence. That’s more than the
average spelling mistakes in Vision. Step up,
guys. We believe you can do it. 

3months. The length of time MonopolyCity Streets lasted. Done via Google
Maps, you collect rent and try and accrue
properties. Sounds an awful lot like real life
to us. And we’re trying hard enough to
avoid that.

99hours. The longest game ever playedin a bathtub. It’s all fun and games
until your housemate wants a shower. How
will you to explain the four boys in there
with you? This is so not what it looks like. 

76years the game has been played.Impressive stamina. We hope we can
last that long in our old age.

Monopoly by numbers.

Champagne Charlie



Picture this: a 747 Boeing 35,000 feet
up. An announcement comes over the
loudspeaker: “if anyone is a doctor or

has medical training, please make yourself
known to the cabin crew”. I stride confident-
ly into the galley where a man is collapsed on
the floor. Glancing down at the patient, it’s
blates pneumothorax (a collapsed lung) for
sure. He needs a chest tube, in the mid-axil-
lary line, between the fourth and fifth rib. “10
blade,” I say to the stewardess (sorry, flight
attendant) who has somehowmorphed into a
scrub nurse. Then, “don’t worry, sir, you’re
going to be alright. I’m seven seasons in.”

As you might have guessed, this was a
dream after a marathon session of ‘Grey’s
Anatomy’ with a few friends. We laughed, we
cried, we desperately wanted to be as hard
core as Christina, as endearingly fragile as
Meredith and as bright and shiny as Izzy. We
too could be the chosen few, the ones whose
profession was so intense it was perfectly
acceptable to have sex with each and every
one of, well, everyone just to relieve the pres-
sure. ‘Cause we save lives.

It’s not all fun and games though.
Researchers from Dalhousie University in
Nova Scotia think they could play a valuable
part in educating the public. They screened
four shows, discovering that of the 59
seizures that occurred, 46% of them showed
bad medical practice like inserting some-
thing into the patient’s mouth or attempting
to stop involuntary movement. First aid
practices were appropriate in only 29% of
cases studied. According to researcher
Andrew Moeller, epileptics should lobby the
industry to convince them to “adhere to
guidelines” for management of seizures.

I’m all for after school specials but is
Hugh Laurie really the person we want
adminstering first aid lessons? Also, how
seriously are people taking what they see on
the small screen? Despite my dream self ’s

evidence to the contrary, I doubt most people
consider a couple hours of ‘E.R.’ a day enough
training to replace a medical degree. Mostly
because we’d probably get sued.

If we’re not watching these shows for the
educative properties, why is there such a fas-
cination with medical dramas? Or, more to
the point, why do 80% of medical and nurs-
ing students watch these shows?

The Journal of Medical Ethics published
an article on this very issue. They analysed
seasons 2 of ‘House’ and ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ on
the grounds of investigating the amount of
inappropriate consent discussions between
patients and physicians. I used a similar jus-
tification for watching most of season six the
week before my exams. Of the 29 total inci-
dents, 57% were deemed “inadequate ...
marked by hurried and one-sided discus-
sions, refusal by physicians to answer ques-
tions” and “even an entire lack of informed
consent for risky procedures”, according to
the authors. Not very Hippocratic Oath at all.

Not all is lost for those who revise via an
episode of ‘House’. Marie Nolan, Ph.D, says
they encourage students to question their
own views on moral medical issues ranging
from “informed consent to organ-transplant
eligibility to human experimentation”.
Reassuring for someone with a bioethics
essay due in a week.

The point is less that these shows teach
us how to defibrillate or that it’s almost cer-
tainly never lupus but they force to question
our own views. Although most of us will
never become doctors, we will are all mortal
so might as well know where we stand on
DNRs and advanced directives.

Failing that, they also provide escapism
in the form of light entertainment; it seems
faintly reassuring that one day we may work
in a place where it’s considered acceptable to
escape to an on-call room (or closet or air
vent) for a quickie when things get tough.
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The Nouse Crossword

Someone from the land of two rivers (12)

Sub-Saharan antelope (5)

Inhabitant of a particular place (7)

To overwhelm with information (8)

Drugs that constrict the pupil (7)

Specifying as part of a bargain (11)

Prayer desk for private use (french) (8)

As of today (2,4)

Over matter (4)

Soon (4)

Nietzche cites (11)

Contain antibodies for one or more antigens (8)

Hans Gruber met his match (7)

Can cause anaphylactic shock (6)

Largest of the Mariana Islands (4)

Organisation hunting for aliens (4)

1.

7.

8.

10.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

9.

12.

15.

16.

17.

19.

Islamic Republic (4)

Criticized severely (6)

Joined into a single entity (6)

Much needed on icy roads (4)

Foot care (8)

Let’s Stay Together singer (5,2)

A minor actor (5)

International development charity (12)

11.

13.

14.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

The Nouse Sudoku

MUSEings: reinvention.

1 2 3 4

6

7 8 9

10 11

12

1413 15

16

17 18

20 21

19

22

Across

Down
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MM44
Camilla Jenkins
Investigates:
TV medical dramas

“And here tonight on BBC News:
David Miliband has announced that
he may become Vice Chair of

Sunderland FC.”
Bringing us a true embodiment of the

idea that a new year means a new you, these
words revealed the last of three career plans
voiced by the previous Labour leader candi-
date within the space of a few short days.
David showed that he has left behind 2010,
and truly took to the task of finding his own
niche. 

The morningly updates were almost a
cause for excitement. Starting with a poten-
tial BBC position he certainly set himself
apart from his brother. Yet after the
inevitable comparisons drawn between him
and Michael Portillo (Tory turned TV pro-

ducer) reports of that have since laid low. 
Clearly not yet in the mood to let things

mellow, he swiftly took to teaching. That
morning’s broadcast detailed his intentions
to take to assisting in Haverstock School,
Chalk Farm, which he previously attended. 

Perhaps this was too nostalgic and sen-
sitive a move, as the Sunderland one subse-
quently emerged. Come Wednesday, with
nothing else taking his fancy, the morning
felt quite empty.

With a new year, many feel reinvention
is the way to go: to grab the bull by the horns.
Generally, though, this fleeting moment of
triumph will fade.  So far David has con-
firmed on Sunderland, and the others are
still in the pipeline. Is reinvention - and com-
mitment to it - the next big thing?

Strictly Confidential.



Ernst and Young still have graduate jobs available for September 2010.
Apply online at www.ey.com.uk/careers



MM66 18/01/11www.ey.com/uk/careers

Above: taxis of
York, ready and
waiting to take
students home
from a night out.

If you want to get from campus to
town, you’re in high heels or nice
shoes, and you’ve drunk more

Vodkat than should be legally allowed,
who are you going to call? 

Obviously, the answer is a taxi. But
when you book a taxi, rarely does the
car drive itself to the door of your col-
lege. Taxi drivers are essential for the
party-loving population of our campus
university. But how much fun is it to
ferry us students on a night out? How
could we make the taxi driver’s life a lit-
tle bit easier? And when we do finally
return to our beds, the first stomach-
lurches of a hangover beginning to kick
in, unsure if we’ve spent twenty pounds
or an accidental one hundred and
twenty pounds, how does the taxi driv-
er stop from thinking of us as complete
wasters?

“We understand you’re half cut
when you get in and you ain’t got a lot
of money left.” Ian, 45, a taxi driver
from Streamline who has been doing
day and night shifts for six years, says. 

“We know its how you enjoy your-
selves and there’s nowt wrong with it.
As long as you have a banter and it’s
nothing abusive, we’ll have a crack and
play what ever you want on the radio.
We got a driver who had a group of
lasses in his car the other day, and he’s

got an iplayer” - Ian obviously means
an iPod or the driver he is talking about
has a Pimp My Ride style taxi - “in his
car, and they asked if he had a song on
it, and he did, so they were like, ‘let’s
get it blasted!’”

Did he get it blasted?
“Yeah, like anything in life - if

you’re nice, we’ll be nice back. Come in
with an attitude and - 

No music blasted?
“Yeah, exactly. We want you to

have a good time, ‘cos then you’re in a
better a mood.”

“Being on time is a big issue,” Ian
says. “And I know customers feel the
same about us drivers. If we’re coming
up to Wentworth college and it’s
booked for seven o’ clock at night, make
sure you’re there for seven o’ clock.
Because there is nowt worse than hav-
ing to wait. If it’s the case, I’ve done
ring back so you know I’m outside, I’ve
waited for ten minutes, with no sign of
you, and then I’ve got to drive off with
an empty taxi. That’s going to leave you
pretty pissed off at a student.”

Another sore subject that most
drivers and students can relate to is the
urge to eat your post-lash Subway as
quickly as possible, and the under-
standing that you will certainly get
booted from the taxi as soon as you spill

(he says he’s in his fifties), and he looks
apologetic.

“Don’t get me wrong. I don’t mind
students. I don’t mind them at all.
They’re never cheeky. They’re never
violent.”

But?
“But if you get four of them in, and

the fare is £6.80, they can’t figure out
how to split the fare. They ain’t got a
brain between them, basically. They’ll
try to work it out in the car, and instead
of sorting out later, they’ll want to work
it out in the car. Just someone bite the
bullet, go in, have cup of tea and argue
about 10p divided by the lot of you
inside! Oh, and they will always give
me coppers. Apart from that, good cus-
tomers.”

Mark is quick to point out that he
has never experienced, or heard of, a
student being violent towards a taxi
driver. He says this is something stu-
dents should be proud of. Are the York
locals really that bad in comparison?

“Local people can really kick off.
Someone gets in your car, and they’re
drunk, and maybe they’ve fallen out
with the doorman, maybe they’ve had
an argument with their girlfriend -
you’re the last person they see. They
don’t have to deal with the doorman at
the end of the night. The taxi driver is

chicken teriyaki down the seats.
“The thing on going home is that

you students do like to get your take-
aways,” Ian says. “Just don’t eat in the
car. I know it sounds like we are talking
down to you, but there’s nowt worse
than finishing a job and finding half a
donner kebab stuck between your back
seats. I don’t even like a kebab, myself.
And if you’re a student whose had a
night out, and you got your best gear
on, you don’t want to get kebab down
it, do you?”

Mark, a driver from Station Taxis,
is a little less forgiving. Mark has been
doing night shifts for over seven years.
Sitting in his taxi, Mark seems reluc-
tant to talk and reads the paper as he
answers my questions. When I ask
about how students could treat drivers
better, Mark perks up and puts the
paper down.

“Right. Right. One thing is - we
don’t do student discount. They are
always asking. They go out drinking
more times than the driver does.
They’ll go out seven nights a week
drinking if they got their own way. The
driver will be lucky to go out one night
a week. Another thing is if you get four
of them in -”

Suddenly Mark realises he is com-
ing across as a bit of a grumpy old man

Tales of the taxi home
Taxi drivers across York spend night after night ferrying students, drunken, merry or
otherwise, safely home. But what do these intrepid nightriders have to say about
their experiences? Richard Lemmer investigates.

PETER IVESON
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the last person they see in a night. So if
they want to have a fight, and they ain’t
had one, the driver is the last option.
Not going to lie - it’s usually chavs.
Them sort of people. Having no fun on
a night out unless they smack some-
one’s head in”

For Ian, it’s local people running
off that is the biggest problem. “That’s a
really big pain in the arse. You’ve done
your job and you’ve done it for nowt.
Never had that with a student though.”

So you’ve managed to count exact
change for the fare, your Subway has
remained in it’s wrapping, you’re not in
the mood for a fight, you’re too drunk
to find the door handle let alone run off
- should you attempt to have a decent
conversation with the person driving
you home? Or is it best if you keep your
mouth shut and let the nice driver do
their job?

“That’s a hard one,” Ian says.  “I’m
in the same boat. I’ve got to judge you
when you get in the car; I have to judge
what kind of mood you’re in. Obviously,
when you got in the car now I knew you
wanted to chat!”

Granted, the Dictaphone is a bit of
a give-away.

“But I’ll chat away always. We go
to Harrogate, I’ll chat the whole way. If
I asked you something and got a one

word answer, I’ll think maybe he don’t
want to speak. As a rule, if you’re in a
good mood when you jump in, most
drivers will happily have a conversa-
tion.”

What about regulars?
“We get regulars and that makes

things better. For example, there’s a lad
I’ve picked up a few times whose a big
Fulham fan. And you never know when

you’ll get picked up by a driver you’ve
had before, so if you get talking,
chances are the driver might remember
you if he picks you up again.”

Mark is of a similar philosophy
regarding driver-student banter.
“Basically, I can tell within thirty sec-
onds whether someone wants to talk to
me or not. I’ll have a go at making
small talk, and if they continue the con-
versation, that’s up to them. If they
don’t want to talk, I won’t pester them.
But if you are going on a long journey,
it does make it go a lot quicker to have
a chat. If they want to talk, I will talk

about anything they want. Any subject.”
Suddenly lost for a subject to talk

about, and with the radio turned on
with the volume low, I ask Mark what
his favourite music to drive to is.

“I don’t know. I have a weird taste
in music.”

Weird as in Marilyn Manson or
ambient mood music for sensitive
lovers?

“No! Nothing like that. Pink
Floyd? The Doors?”

My opinion is that this is more
good taste than weird taste, and Mark
seems pleased to hear it. Talking to Ian
about his children, he refers to the
underage club nights in Gallery as
“teenybopper nights,” which is exactly
how my dad refers to the underage club
nights in my hometown.

Since us students spend only short
bursts inside a taxi, often thinking
about the night ahead, it is easy to for-
get the driver may be in at the mid
point of a long night shift, going back
and forth, back and forth between cam-
pus and town picking up tipsy stu-
dents.

“It gets very monotonous, very
repetitive,” Mark says. “Which makes it
easier to remember people when they
do chat to you. Anyone who works
knows being able to talk to people

makes your work day go quicker.”
Ian agrees. “I’m working an eight

hour shift today in this car. It’s a lonely
job if no one talks to you.”

The upside is that it makes it easi-
er to make an impression on the driver
and easier to brighten their day (or
dingy night shift).

“Picked up a fellah the other week
who was drunk and had fallen asleep
on his train,” Mark says. “He wanted to
go to Hull. He was a great big bruising,
scrapping kind of fellah. He asked me
how much fare would be, I told him it’d
be about £50, so he said he should
smash my face in to charge him that
much, but he had to go home. So he
couldn’t smash my face in. By the time
I dropped him off he wanted me to go
in for a cup of tea and to meet his kids.
He was pissed. But you got to know
how to talk to people. I could have had
my face smashed in. Or I could have got
a free cuppa. No contest, really?”

I cringe slightly at this story, as I
remember once insisting a taxi driver
come in for a cup of tea with me and
my friends as he seemed like a funny
guy.

“There’s nothing wrong with that,”
Mark says. “It’s often funny, and it’s a
better story for the driver and you than
a ten minute drive in silence.” M

““I have to judge what kind of a
mood you’re in. Obviously, when
you got in the car just now I knew
you wanted to chat.””

PETER IVESON
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Sitting at Italy’s dinner table
Pizza and pasta seem to adorn the menus of restaurant chains everywhere. 
Sam Lawson speaks to acclaimed chef Paul Bartolotta about how Italian food
should really be cooked, and how he came to cook it.

“W e remember how we feel.
You may not remember a
dish, you may not remem-

ber the ingredients, you may not
remember the wine or the name of the
waiter, but when someone makes us
feel good, we remember that. So when
a guest is in my restaurant, I’m inter-
ested in how they feel in my restaurant.
And that’s an emotional thing.”

A Sicilian by blood, considered
one of the great Italian chefs, Paul
Bartolotta has an extensive history of
culinary experience and success. In his
current tenure at the famous Wynn
Hotel, Las Vegas, at his restaurant
Bartolotta, Ristorante di Mare, he has
been named Best Chef, South West by
the James Beard Foundation, adding to
his previous Best Chef, Midwest Award
in 1994. His restaurant itself was
awarded as being among the ‘Best
Restaurants in America’ by Esquire
Magazine, and has been decorated with
the AAA Four-Diamond award for four
consecutive years. His last restaurant,
Spiaggia in Chicago, won every major
national and local culinary award. And
in 1997, he also became one of the few
chefs outside Italy to be awarded the
Insegna del Ristorante Italiano del
Mondo, by the Italian President, for his
outstanding contribution to Italian cui-
sine in the world.

But why Bartolotta induces such
renown is beyond his plethora of
prizes. His food is celebrated for its
simplicity, its consistency and its out-
standing ability to provide authenticity
to the discerning diner. Sourcing his
ingredients directly from the
Mediterranean, Bartolotta’s food is
known to cast its charm from its unerr-
ing freshness and faithfulness to Italian
cuisine. Indeed, Bartolotta is known to
import one and a half tonnes of seafood
a week, monitored on its airborne jour-
ney by microchips to keep temperature
consistent. Bartolotta takes pride in his
food.

The man himself is by no means
simply the corporate body that we see
barking from out of our television
screens, bursting out of cookery books
adorning the shelves of W.H.Smiths.
Speaking to him, or rather being spo-
ken to, as I did this Christmas, I
became aware that he is so much more
than that. His food is Italian, in the
true sense of the word. It is not pasta,
garlic and tomato, it is not 2am take-
away pizza; it is real, organic, classic
flavour. It is food that makes you want
to lick your fingers.

Bartolotta’s food is more than
business to him; it is his life. His wild
tangents in conversation, addressing
his philosophies towards passion and
love, demonstrated this. I became
aware that it all came back to his food,
his passion and his unquenchable
desire to present something unforget-
table, as much for himself as for his
customer.

He is not a risk taker when it
comes to food. His quest for taste

Bartolotta serves
up his lobster
bisque to family
and friends on
holiday in
Martha’s
Vineyard.

ELIZABETH KAHANE
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was going on and because I’d prepared
the ingredients, and I’d watched the
technique, and I had tasted and plated
the final dish, that through each one of
these phases, by the time I actually got
a chance to sit down and finish the dish
I realised that the food was talking to
me.”

It was under Chef Maringelli that
Bartolotta came up with his over-riding
theme in his cooking. Simplicity and
authenticity. He speaks of his formula
that has taken him to where he is today.

“What he taught me is how to con-
struct taste,” notes Bartolotta. “And
through this process, he made me
realise that you are not assembling
ingredients, you are constructing a
taste, you are constructing a flavour.
Balance of ingredients, time and tem-
perature equals taste.”

“We are in the manufacturing busi-
ness, the only difference is that what we
manufacture is constantly a variable. So
when I talk about being an artisan
rather than an artist – I am taking a
chicken breast that is different than yes-
terday’s, mushrooms that are different
than yesterdays, rosemary that is slight-
ly different than yesterday’s.”

The man is not apologetic about
his refined cooking. He knows he is not
the most creative chef in the U.S.

“I’m a little bit of a perfectionist
and as I look back on my life, I wish I
would have tried less to make every-
thing perfect and more to experiment,”
he admits.

But he is proud of what he does. “I
always think that if someone was to ask
me, and I’ve never really made this

means that he does not experiment. “I
am one of those people that does not
view myself as an artist as much as I
view myself as an artisan,” he says
earnestly, sipping a cup of coffee as he
does. “I don’t have any dishes that just
don’t work.

“We all have in our mind a memo-
ry, a taste memory. So if I asked you
right now, coca cola. You know how
that tastes right?” he poses, quite right-
ly. “That’s what I’m trying to do.

“I think that there are chefs that
are really prolific and that are
alchemists; they go in every day and
they grab like ten different ingredients
and they make something,” Bartolotta
tells me. “And there are some that can
do that consistently well and have
amazing food and there are some that
do it because that’s their personality,
and 50% of them are hits and 50% of
them are misses. And I am the oppo-
site, I am a person who really stays with
things until I get to the point where I
really have something that I love.”

This is a theme that has rung true
for the Wisconsin-born Bartolotta his
whole life. His transition into the world
of cooking shows us this.

“When I was young, I needed
money to take girls out on dates,” he
says, matter of factly.  “I had no money.
So when you’re young in Milwaukee,
you shovelled snow, you delivered
newspapers, you did things to make a
little bit of money to be able to have
some pocket money. And then there
was an opportunity to be a dishwasher
in a restaurant, so I started to be a dish-
washer with a work permit for a minor.
And I loved it, and I soon became a
pizza cook, and I loved the restaurant. I
loved the people, I loved the energy, I
loved the dynamic. I loved the collabo-
ration, and I loved food, I loved to eat,
I loved taste.”

It was from here that Bartolotta
started as an apprentice, working for
free, for a chef called Maringeli, who
would go on to shape his entire outlook
towards the culinary world. He talks
with great animation about his experi-
ence and his first foray into cooking.

“I started working there and I
walked into the kitchen and I knew this
was going to be awesome. I was so
excited to be able to work for free! And
then about four months into it I came
to my Dad and said “Dad, he hasn’t let
me cook a thing. I wanted to cook, I
wanted to cook some food.” He said,
“Why don’t you ask him. Tell him you
want to cook.” So I asked him and he
goes “you’ll cook when I tell you you’re
ready. You are not ready’,” Bartolotta
says with a clearly discernable impres-
sion of an Italian accent.

“One night, it wasn’t too busy,
probably about a 20 or 30 reservation,
and an order comes into the kitchen.
My job at the time was to prepare all
the ingredients on the plate, and then
he would take them and cook them,
and then I would plate the finished
dish. Maringelli walked out of the
kitchen, lit himself a cigarette, grabbed
a cup of coffee and a chunk of chocolate
and he said “Ok, you’re cooking
tonight.” I never cooked any of this
stuff! “People are hungry,” he said, “you
better start cooking.” And I look at him,
and I’m like what?!

“So he said to put salt and pepper
on. So I did. He said to put some wine
in the pan, so I did. Put the meat in, I
put the meat in. And all of a sudden I
started cooking. And what I realised is
I had watched him make these dishes
so many times standing right next to
him that I realised that the whole
process was re-enacting itself in my
mind. I’d memorised everything that

comment to any body before you, what
it is that I do better than other people.
My food tastes better.

“I make it so people can come
every day and have the same taste. It’s a
process. So I fell in love with that envi-
ronment, and I fell in love with cooking
there working for Maringelli. I realised
that I was curious. He developed a
curiosity, we would sit around late at
night and he would tell me stories of
when he was a young man in Italy. And
he would be searching for certain
things, hunting and fishing for certain
things.”

It was after working for Maringelli
for an extended period of time that
Bartolotta then travelled to Italy, learn-
ing his trade, his ingredients, in depth.

“Someone once asked me, ‘What
do you know about beans.’ I said that I
didn’t know. He told me that was the
point. You need to understand the food,
you need to understand the ingredient,
and you need to understand the history
of Italian food through the ingredient.

“I was supposed to be in Italy for
six months. Like six years later I was
still in Italy, still working for free,
learning my craft. I didn’t think I’d ever
come back. They were certainly some
of the happiest years of my life because
at that moment I wasn’t thinking about
my career, I wasn’t thinking about my
future and I wasn’t thinking about eco-
nomics. I was enjoying it. That’s why I
got into this business in the first place.”

The more I talked to Bartolotta,
the more it became evident that his
success is not built around a drive for
financial security. It is his love for cook-
ing and the experiences that ensued
that made him into the thoughtful, suc-
cessful and deeply motivated craftsman
that he is seen as today.

Bartolotta speaks extraordinarily
appreciatively of his father and his
influence on his own life.

“There was always a little bit of
wisdom in everything that he did and
said, much of which I carry with me
today. And one of his wisdoms was,
‘you know, when you look at a painting,
and you paint it, and the world hates it

and you love it, what does it do to you?’
He would give me things like ‘true
artistic freedom is born out of econom-
ic freedom.’ If you want to be able to
practice your craft, you need to know
how to make things run. But it should-
n’t be your goal; it should be the means
to the craft.” 

His time in Italy, and his outlook,
certainly show this. Bartolotta was
never afraid to just do.

“Another of my father’s many
pieces of wisdom was: “Son, imagine
you’re an artist and you make a paint-
ing, and you don’t like it, and you put a
lot into and it just didn’t come out.
Then the whole world looks at it and
says ‘Oh my God, you’re amazing’, and
you make all this money and become
famous. Then a week later, you make
another painting, you finish your last
brush stroke and you say ‘Fuck, this is
what I was trying to do!’ But the whole
world hates it, and you can’t sell it. The
question I ask, is what is important to
you.”

Bartolotta is currently in the
process of writing a book. But he is not
writing it to be successful, he is writing
it because he just wants to.

“I gave my book to my agent this
week, and I told him very clearly that
I’m only writing this book for my wife
and daughter. Now if you think you can
make it successful the way I’m going to
write it, great. If you don’t, I’ll send it to
Mac Books, I’ll make one copy of it, or
two, and I’ll give it to my wife and
daughter for Christmas next year, and
that’s the end of it.

“I think if you begin every project
that way, you won’t be customising it
for what the market wants, you’ll be
doing something spontaneous and
organic. And if you ever look at some of
the really great success stories, if you
were to ask Steve Jobs, or Bill Gates, or
Mark Zuckerberg, or Steven Spielberg,
how did you know you were going to
make Microsoft or whatever, he’ll look
at you and say, well I didn’t, I was in my
garage fucking around with a comput-
er, trying to build this PC.”

Bartelotta is a family man. He is
passionate about his cooking in the
same way he is passionate about his
life.

“You talk about passion, we all
have passion for something,” he says,
sipping his coffee again. “I think some
of us are lucky enough to have it slap us
in the face hard enough that we actual-
ly pay attention.

“I hope to be remembered for who
I am as a person, not what I have done
as a chef. It’s more important to me to
be remembered by my wife and my
daughter and my friends and my fami-
ly and the people who know me, than it
is to be remembered for anything else.

“Passion is being able to live you’re
life authentically, that’s the hardest
thing in our lives, to know who we are,”
he says. At this point he really seems to
be talking about his life and his cooking
in tandem. The simplicity and authen-
ticity of his food seems to reflect his
philosophy towards passion and the
living of life.

“I think that passion is being free
to do what you want to do, and not
being, you know, what’s the famous
quote of Mark Twain, ‘Work like you
don’t need the money.’ Whats the next
one, ‘love like you’ve never been hurt,
dance like no one is watching and live
every day like heaven on earth.”

This seems to sum him up: never
afraid to just do, regardless of the con-
sequences, just following his passion
and ending up successful. I think some-
how he’d be just as happy if he wasn’t as
successful. M

““You need to understand the
food, you need to understand
the ingredient, and you need
to understand the history of
Italian food through 
the ingredient.””

ELIZABETH KAHANE



issue. Regular incidences of homopho-
bic violence are still reported, most
prominently the attempt by the
Russian LGBT community to hold a
Pride march in Moscow being banned
by the authorities for being ‘satanic’,
and met with a violent riot police pres-
ence.

Officially in 2010, 10 billion rou-
bles (over £212 million) were allocated
to tackle HIV, however many affected
areas still have trouble obtaining med-
ical supplies. The Russian Ministry of
Health recently issued a statement say-
ing ‘in most regions there are no prob-
lems providing the patients with drugs’.
This sparked an unsanctioned protest
on World AIDS Day in St Petersburg,
as many regions have had to reduce
their treatment courses due to a scarci-
ty of anti-retroviral drugs. One protes-
tor stated that “Today we bury our last
chance to be heard. The State leaves us
no choice - without the vital drugs to
treat HIV, we will die; banners pro-
claiming ‘Half the treatment; half the
law’ soaring in the wind”. They were
duly arrested and detained by the
police.

Speaking to the former Minister
for Health for Belarus who was in office
during the years following the disband-
ing of the USSR, it transpires that the
main issue with dealing with the coun-
try’s health problems was the complete
“absence of effective strategy in devel-
opment of healthcare in the Republic”.
Only 4% of the GDP was allocated for
healthcare. ‘Effective healthcare’ he
states, “requires at least double that.”

In his view, there is no question
that Belarus would benefit from for-
eign aid, particularly in the education
of specialists in modern forms of
healthcare and in supplies of new med-
ical equipment, as well as cooperation
and joint projects with other countries
to tackle common issues.

Yet Russia hardly inspires a sym-
pathetic mindset. Young Russians are
genuinely amazed to hear that people
in England think everyone in Russia is
in the mafia shooting Kalashnikovs
whilst wearing fur hats.

Not to forget the fear. The fear of
the Cold War is instilled into us, a gen-
eration born after it ended; for the
Brits Russia is an aggressive, slightly
backwards country bent on nuclear
war. Dissimilarly, young Russians are
aware of the ColdWar, but they are also
aware that this was twenty years ago.

The endemic corruption and
masses of state bureaucracy is a ready
deterrent for any tourist, let alone char-
itable organisation. Unlike Africa,
there is no Colonialist responsibility, or
guilt, to inspire charitable action. Drug
abusers and prostitutes are just not as
endearing as innocent victims of rape
as a weapon of war. There is no Annie
Lennox figurehead championing a
Comic Relief SING stint for Eastern
Europe.

But, the purpose of charitable aid
is not fashion. It is humanity. And
humanity is how we act, one human to
another that forms the foundations for
compassion. And compassion should
be reason enough to overcome our
prejudices. M

Aglorious, sparkling jewel of a city
that seemingly carelessly usurps
the romance of Paris and the

grandeur of Venice, St. Petersburg’s
gold-plated church domes gleam over a
city brimming with culture. But the
personality of the city changes accord-
ing to the seasons. The tourists leave
and the workers of the city return.
Similarly when you dip behind the lus-
trous façades to the fringes of the city
and find yourself amongst the Soviet
sleeper blocks, you can smell the
change. Here there is no sparkle.
Whole families live out their lives in
three rooms 50 feet up in the sky. This
is not destitution, but it’s a far cry from
the glitter of the vibrancy of the city.
Tourists are not welcome here.

This is the hidden St Petersburg,
where the now endemic intravenous
drug use has created an epidemic of
HIV amongst the young. More than
80% of HIV positive patients have a
history of drug use, with over 80% of
those being between the ages of 15 – 29
years old. According to official govern-
ment statistics, one in every ten HIV
positive people in Russia live in St
Petersburg.

This is not industrial Tolyatti or
Siberian Irkutsk, this is Putin’s home-
town and prize city, yet for all that its
façade may sparkle and gleam, it mere-
ly glosses over the cracks beneath.

The political upheaval after the
collapse of the USSR ensured a total
neglect of public health campaigns.
The aggressively pursued policy of
mandatory HIV checks was imple-
mented from the first incidence in
1986, often without or against the con-
sent of those being tested, was termi-
nated. State support for educating and
preventing the disease’s pervasive
spread was slashed. Doctors were not
taught how to recognise and treat the
disease. For the government, HIV
became an issue for the backburner.

The lawlessness of the 1990s saw a
deluge of narcotics from Afghanistan
that flooded Eastern Europe.
Intravenous drug use became com-
monplace with significant, early out-
breaks in Belarus, the Ukraine,
Moldova and Russia proper. This fan-
tastically efficient and highly addictive
way of spreading HIV, coupled with a
distinctly liberalising shift in attitudes
towards sexual relations, meant that
the effects of this new cultural revolu-
tion soon became all too evident. HIV
boomed.

There are an estimated 3.7 million
intravenous drug users in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia, two million
in Russia proper, with a staggering one
quarter of users being HIV positive.

Putin’s approach to tackling the
problem in Russia has something of an
air of South African Mbeki’s AIDS-
denialism about it. The official number
for HIV positive people living in Russia
is placed at the 420,000 mark. The UN
estimates it to be over triple this num-
ber, between 1.2 to 1.3 million. This is a
sobering statistic for a country of 143
million. Russian governmental statis-
tics say that by the year 2020 over 50%
of the Russian population could be
HIV positive.
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tem is notorious for its conditions. The
Gulag has officially been disbanded,
but there has been limited improve-
ment in conditions. The use of intra-
venous drugs is rife, as is violence, rape
and severe overcrowding: some peni-
tentiary centres are at 200% capacity.
The widespread practice of prison tat-
tooing as the prisoners have no way of
obtaining proper, sterilised equipment,
and poor availability of condoms indu-
bitably contribute too. Although diffi-
cult to gain a conclusive view due to
vagueness of official data on prisons,
the current rate of infection is estimat-
ed at 5% in Russia.  

The stigma of homosexuality is
very much alive and kicking in Eastern
Europe. Conservative attitudes to
homosexuality mean that the willing-
ness to admit to cause of infection has
rendered official statistics of HIV infec-
tion rates due to men who have sex
with men (MSM) in Eastern Europe as
significantly lower than those in
Western Europe and North America. 

The disparity between official fig-
ures and research estimates are shock-
ing, particularly in Ukraine with only
110 cases of HIV transferred by MSM
have been reported since 1987.  

Personal experience with young
Russians, who are intelligent, well-edu-
cated with an international outlook,
taught me that there is still a palpable
difference in attitude. They are not
homophobic, far from it, but their wary
stance reveals the still prevalent atti-
tudes of non-acceptance, even in liber-
al St. Petersburg. Although legalised
since 1993, and removed from the State
list of ‘mental illnesses’ in 1999 with
claims of Putin’s ‘tolerance’, open
homosexuality is still a very serious

Needle-exchange programs are a
simple and extremely effective way of
tackling the spread of blood-borne dis-
eases amongst drug users. There are
just 70 exchange programs in the
whole of the Russian Federation.
UNAIDS estimates that merely 7% of
intravenous drug users have access to
preventative measures such as this.  

The prevalence of IDUs
(Intravenous Drug Users) who work as
prostitutes, coupled with a lack of
knowledge amongst the sex worker

community on how HIV is spread that
is the a huge problem. In Russia, over a
third of sex workers with HIV are also
IDUs and 43% are in the Ukraine,
mostly due to poor education of how to
identify misconceptions about HIV
and prevention of its transmission. 

Substitution therapy, scientifically
proven to dramatically reduce the
number of blood-borne infections
within the IDU community, is pursued
in over sixty countries. EU inclusive.
Patients are prescribed legal opiates to
remove the risks associated with inject-
ing. The paramount fear of being per-
ceived to condone any form of addic-
tion means that this method simply
does not exist in Russia.

The criminalization of drug users
with mass incarceration of addicts cre-
ates near-perfect conditions for the
spread of HIV. The Russian prison sys-

Russia’s lasting taboo

“Statistics say by the year 2020
over 50% of the Russian popula-
tion could be HIV positive.”

A new age of tolerance is exposing AIDS as the beast Russia and the World has been
hiding from.  Olivia Hutchinson looks at the secret epidemic and the truth behind it.
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The crisis continues
but the officials are
struggling to make a
profound difference.
Mia de Graaf asks
young citizens of the
Israel - Palestine con-
flict where their
sights are set for
2011.

The voices of change

“ENOUGH! Enough pain, enough
tears, enough suffering, enough control, lim-
itations, unjust justifications, terror, torture,
excuses, bombings, sleepless nights, dead
civilians, black memories, bleak future,
heart-aching present, disturbed politics,
fanatic politicians, religious bullshit, enough
incarceration! WE SAY STOP! This is not
the future we want! We want to be free. We
want to be able to live a normal life. We want
peace. Is that too much to ask?”

This is the Gazan Youth Manifesto,
released on Facebook by a group of eight
young people in a bid to make a stark change
to the future that history is dictating. For a
moment it drew Western eyes away from
politicians, strategic plans, and peace talks,
to hear what the young people on the ground
had to say. Such an occurrence is a rarity,
since, in the midst of a battle between views,
opinions, and beliefs, the conflict has been
gradually extracted from the hands of the cit-
izens, and has morphed into a public inter-
national concern.

Of course, such leeway is necessary for
an objective view on the matter, and particu-
larly in recent months it has been Western
politicians to have generated an insurgence
of pressure to make progress. Although
Barack Obama’s one year deadline to make
peace came to no avail, it instigated the first
peace talks between Israel and Palestine for
two years. More recently, Tony Blair, despite
being a contentious individual in terms of
foreign affairs, was nonetheless voicing a
common sentiment in the West when, on 4th
January he said: “We are talking about
weeks, rather than months, for this process
now to be rehabilitated and put back on
track”.

Yet with this added urgency must come
the added question of, what will happen this
time that is any different? Countless times
has the world said things will change, and
countless times has it come to no avail, or
more commonly, worsened the situation.

Talking to Erika Moisl, Programme
Director of the Encompass Trust – a commu-

nity-based youth group working with Israel,
Palestine, the UK, the US, and Indonesia –
she agrees that the current proceedings do
not spark optimism: “When Obama came in
and said, right we’re actually going to do
something, then I did think that maybe it
was going to work, but then it’s stalled again.
That’s why, obviously it’s going to have to be
quite high level negotiations about what’s
going to happen, but I would hope that by
having more grass root things going on that
you have more people power involved in it
and not just have the same politicians that
are making all the decisions about it.”

Encompass work on uniting the moder-
ates, and the civilians of the younger genera-
tion, focusing on discussion and interaction
between young people from the various
countries with which they are associated, by
way of sparking a mass change in attitude:
“It has to start at some point: any revolution
that’s ever happened starts from people say-
ing ‘no, we need to make a change’.

“It is really, as they say, grassroot. By

starting a movement where you get more
people and you meet other people who also
think like that you hopefully get some kind of
revolution. That’s what we’re hoping for: a
social revolution.”

She highlights, however, the issue of
expansiveness, as one that requires unity,
seems so impenetrable: “I think a lot of the
way the conflict or the events are presented
in the media, it’s just so massive that there’s
no way you can possibly get close to even do
anything about it.” 

Sharing their views are four citizens
(two from Israel, and two from Palestine)
accompanied by those of Shmuel Ben-Tovim,
an Israeli diplomat, and Joel Braunold,
Director of Foreign Affairs for OneVoice
Movement - a parallel working civil move-
ment that attempts to build peaceful atti-
tudes within each autonomous society. They
look from all sides of the conflict at the plans
being set out, the assertions being made, and
to what extent they feel things can be shaped
and changed.  >>



AMIT LAVI

“Asolution is always possible.
But for that to happen both of
us have to trust eachother at

the same time. Unfortunately, as things
seem, a solution is very, very far from
here.

Of course the conflict impacts on
my daily life. I'm not talking about
security checks everywhere; when 33%
of the country’s resources go to the
army, and you're being made for 3
years of your life to serve in this army,
that is your daily life. In the years that
violence was high it was much worse:
me and a lot of my friends lost many of
our friends in suicide attacks and in
combat. A dead friend is something
you carry with you all your life.

The root of the problem is disbe-
lief of both sides that peace can ever
happen, and the fundamental fear of
taking a step back. After so many years
of violence and hate almost no one
believes that the other side is interest-

ed or capable of anything but violence.
Neither side sees the other as humans,
but as "terrorists" or "soldiers". True
peace is not done by governments, it's
done by people, and the people need to
start talking to each other, know each
other, and humanize each other.
Without this no solution will last.

I know quite a few Palestinians,
some of them very good friends of
mine. We found that we have more in
common than what separates us, and
that at the end of day, we all want to
live in peace and safety, and that we all
believe that basic human rights are for
everyone. Unfortunately, I can't say
that everyone else in this region thinks
the same.

Personally I don't agree with the
compulsory military service, and I
resist the concept of armies in general.
Violence is never a solution. A nation
in which everyone has to go to the
army will have a very hard time achiev-
ing peace, when military training is
such a fundamental part of it's being,
and that the collective myths and ethos
it has are so deeply involved with it's

military, and history of wars.
The "West" has good and bad

influences on the Middle East. The big
geo-political picture is very complex,
and there are interests for both pre-
serving and solving the Israeli –
Palestinian conflict. In the recent years

(since the Clinton administration, give
or take) the international interference
in the middle east is more about reso-
lution. But then again, the West and
especially the U.S. have always thought
they know what's better for other
nations, and by political colonialism
they try to enforce their world view
over cultures that they refuse to assess
in their own cultural language. The W-
est still has a lot to learn.

Israel is a nation in a post trau-

matic experience: the 2000 years of
exile that Jews were hunted down by
anti-semites had made their mark on
our nation's ability to trust others.
When the collective in Israel sees itself
at war with the Palestinians, if the
West seems to take the Palestinian
position – and that’s a matter of inter-
petation – he will be suspect-
ed for being anti Israeli. There
is a lot of respect and even
admiration of the west when it
comes to culture, economy, etc.,
but when it comes to politics
we don't like to be told what to
do.

I hate to say this, but this
year probably nothing will
happen. It has been years
since a serious negotiation has
been made. Israel is building a
wall of separation and the
Palestinians are trying to be
recognized internationally.
And with the current Israeli
government nothing will be
achieved – only more vio-
lence and hate.”

LAYALI FARHAN*

“Maybe be a solution will be
possible or not. Since 1948
some Palestinian commu-

nist suggested having one country for
both the Arabs and the Israelis, and
that each one of themwill keep its own
language, religion and culture. The
Israelis refused because they think
that they are the best, but we were
ready to share our land with them.
This damaged everything. Then when
their President Rabin came to hold a
peace agreement with us they killed
him. They don't want peace.

Arafat was fair, and able to create
justice and peace. But they didn't want
to make peace with him, yet they want
us to give up and leave everything we
have. Arafat spent his entire life fight-
ing for Palestine and he knew what
justice is, and the holy right to return
back to home for every refugee.

From my experience I know
Israeli people. Passing through bor-
ders and checkpoints gave me an
unforgettable impression about their
behaviour and feelings towards us.
They always curse, insult and even

attack us. I lived under siege
and curfew for months, and
I saw girls from my

s c h o o l

killed by the Israeli army. I don't know
what my feeling is: its ineffable. We
face a huge amount of hate and racism
for no reason. They don't talk to us as
civilized people, and the only time any
Israelis did was during the Encompass
program.

This year I don't expect to achieve
anything. What is obvious is that since
Netanyaho was elected we have lost
any chance of them as a peace partner.
His policies are some of the most
racist ones, starting from his attempt
at judaization, changing the historic
features of Jerusalem, killing, settle-
ment, political prisoners, and the
siege.

What I say may be different to
another Palestinian because I speak
from the point of view of a Palestinian
refugee. I have spent my whole life in a
refugee camp, and until now I don't
know what my native land looks like.
It's now included in so-called Israel,
and I am not
allowed to go
there.”

ERAN ROASH*

“The conflict definitely impacts
on my daily life as a citizen
because each time something

happens in which an Israeli or a
Palestinian citizen gets hurt, the con-
flict gets worse and our life as citizens
gets worse. The conflict is a bit differ-
ent between the government and cer-
tain areas of Israel.

The main root of the problem is
that each nation has its own truth and
none is ready to compromise. Both are
right and that’s the root of the prob-
lem. But I do think there can and will
be a solution to the conflict. I think
that the best solution is two separate
countries, and nations, divided by the
borders of 1967.

Personally, I think Arafat did
some good by trying to find a solution
despite facing strong accusation of
corruption, and stealing the money of
his nation.

The West are interfering without
a doubt, although the reasons are too
complex for me to understand or
explain. There isn’t very much preju-
dice against them as Israel is very con-
nected to the West. However, a lot of
people believe most of theWest simply
can’t understand a conflict that they

are not part of.
Compulsory military service in

Israel has massive benefits, not only to
each person as an individual, but even
more importantly: as a nation it brings
us all together. It lets us know that we
are able to enjoy relative freedom in
our own homes, which isn’t easy to
come by in Israel. As an individual it
gives you a lot of maturity in a very
early level of life. It makes you under-
stand what is really important in life:
what’s really worth it and what’s not.
And, of course, there is the benefit that
the army opens doors for you as a citi-
zen.

Before serving in the military we

have an optional year called Mechina.
It is amazing and probably a one of a
kind opportunity to experience and
understand your identity as a Jew, and
as a citizen in Israel, but most impor-
tant of all: as a person living on this
planet. The whole process is very
strong for my spirituality.”
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RAZAN MITWALI

“Ithink there can be a solution to
the conflict between Israelis
and Palestinians. There are

many people in Palestine and Israel
who want to have peace between us
but unfortunately there is a big rift
between the politicians. They are not
interested in making peace because
each government believes that that
piece of land belongs to them. If they
can understand that we can live
together in this land without killing
children, without a war, and without a
check point, then we can reach peace.

Not all Palestinians living in
Israel speak Hebrew, and there have
been many times when my family and
I have had problems with this. On
check point the soldiers are very mean
and some of them do know Arabic but
they don’t help. They hate us and our
Israeli friend who voted for peace. We
had a problem in the hospital, and in
the market and many, many, many
other things. I will never stop speak-
ing out.

I spend two to four hours at check
point every day. I’m always late for
school and getting to work. There was
one time when my grandmother was
sick, and I was trying to get her to hos-
pital. I spent so much time on check
point that we were too late getting
there, and she is now very sick. We
need peace, we need to stop this war.

I can’t hang out with my friends
because I am living in Jerusalem, and
my best friend lives in Ramalah on the
West Bank, so we can’t meet very
often. If we did meet we wouldn’t
know where to go: I can’t enter
Ramalah, and she can’t enter
Jerusalem, so we can’t hang out like
people can in other countries. We pre-
fer to spend time chatting on the inter-
net or over the phone. I’m hoping, you
could even say I’m dreaming, to hang
out with my friends on the beach, or to
go to the cinema. Finally, I am hoping
to stop this conflict – the killing, the
war – and have peace.

I think the West are interfering in
many ways. There are positive and
negative views of the West. The posi-
tive is that they help the Palestinian

people with money, but the negative is
that the West doesn’t always listen to
the truth. They see what happens in
Gaza: children and old people are
killed, check points are put up every-
where in sight in the West Bank, peo-
ple can’t find jobs, and sometimes they
spend half the time they are supposed
to be working at check point. I don’t
know what to say. There are many
things that have happened and are
still happening, I need so much time
to explain it. You know, Israel does a
lot of bad things and the West doesn’t
see it, and they seem to always be
standing by Israel’s side, which is why
the Palestinians don’t like the West,
but at the same time we don’t hate
them. It’s a hard question, and I can’t
express the feelings of all Palestinians
people.

The main cause of this conflict
was that the Israeli people came to our
country, put their hand on it, and said
“this is our country, not Arab”. This
comes from a conflict between their
religion and our religion and the solu-
tion for this conflict, in my mind, will
only be solved at the world’s end.

Our President, Yaser Arafat, was,
and still is, a godfather to us, like
Jesus. No one knew him like us. I will
never stop speaking about him and his
history. I think he would have solved
the problem with the help of God. God
knows what happened to him if he
wasn’t killed at the hand of terrorism.

I don't think there will be any-
thing achieved this year between the
two countries because we are still at
the mercy of the occupation. We have
been occupied since '48 - its called
Nakba (disaster) 48 - and we are still
fighting for freedom. So there is noth-
ing we can do but wait for a miracle.
The Quran says that we will have free-
dom sooner or later.”

SHMUEL BEN-
TOVIM

“Ithink  that a major break-
through can happen if the
entire Arab League put their

weight on an ideal. If they consider a
condition at the end of the talks and
the entire Arab League backs the
Palestinians, then it puts the Hamas
and the extremists into such a corner.

This conflict is very, very compli-
cated and has been going on for so
long. In my view, there are many com-
plications of course – there’s
Jerusalem, there are settlements,
there are many obstacles - but basical-
ly, both youth and the politicians need
to cross one line. This is recognising
each others’ right. 

Recently, even the right-wing
Israeli president Netanyahu admitted
that the solution should be two states:
one Palestinian, and the question is,
what of the other state? The
Palestinians look at the new state that
they have created as the nation state of
the Palestinian people. Israel looks at
Israel in the new border that will be
agreed, as the nation state of the
Jewish people but this statement is
not at all acceptable by the
Palestinians. They don’t recognize the
right of the Jewish people to have its
own nation state. There will be Israel,
and the new Palestinian state, and the
Palestinian refugees will choose wher-

ever they want to go back to.
The question of physical security

and mental security for Israelis is that
for once we recognise that there is a
state of Israel, with a Jewish identity –
it can be smaller and give up land –
but at the end of the day the final
result of the discussions and the agree-
ment is two nation states, one for the
Palestinians, one of the Jewish people.
This is something that people tend to
forget, that stands at the base of this
country. 

This is something, again, that the
youger generation, I think, can find
much easier to do in the fresh mind
and fresh look at the conflict.

I think community-based
schemes are extremely important
because in a sense the older genera-
tion is a lost generation: it’s so much

involved and stringed into this process
- the psychological process - that noth-
ing can be achieved. Maybe the cur-
rent generation in power, and the
older generation, are not mentally pre-
pared for settlement.  This can change,
with the younger generation.”

JOEL BRAUNOLD

“Ithink the most important thing
to be done is something that’s
been lost in the process. That

lack of trust is truly and utterly the
biggest obstacle to peace, because no
one is willing to go out on a limb if
they don’t think they’ll be met half
way. 

Something we pride ourselves in
doing is demonstrating that there is a
partner for peace on the other side,
not by bringing Israelis and
Palestinians together, by demonstrat-
ing, through public polling, opening
up the toxic issues about how far each
side is willing to go to end the conflict
in each society. I  n doing so, we’re real-
ly revealing the humanity of the other
side. 

What you’ve seen from the col-
lapse of the peace talks is a true
urgency ejected into the international
community. For the last five years peo-
ple have been saying this is urgent,
time is running out. The international
community has finally picked up on
that message. From that pressure and
that focus on trying to sort out the
conflict, I think there will be some
kind of resolution, because I don’t
think the international community
will allow the conflict to go on for
much longer. 

What has happened is that the
international community have woken
up to the fact that the issue of Israel
and Palestine is now having a blow
back on their own streets and their

own national security doctrines. As
such, the urgency to solve it is no
longer a humanitarian one, but one of
their own causes, and I think that’s
going to be the motivation for a lot of
states. Whether that’s ethical or moral
is questionable, but I think that’s
going to add an added urgency to the
entire issue. 

What’s important to say from our
point of view is that the populations
have always been traditionally more
advanced than their leaders in getting
nearer to a two-state solution but due
to the despair that’s been caused by
constant failure. There needs to be a
real emphasis put back into civil soci-
ety that this is possible to do. And

what the moderates need is just a sin-
gle win – just something to show that
negotiations can deliver some
progress, rather than just violence and
rejection. 

I think there’s never been as
much pressure for something to hap-
pen as there is today. None can predict
the future on this one, but the amount
of pressure that’s about to be put on is
going to be quite unprecedented.
You’re going to have a great involve-
ment from the European Union, and
far more pushing to the international
community than you’ve seen before.”

17, Israel

18, Palestine

18, Palestine

26, Israel

Director of External Relations, OneVoice

Israeli Diplomat

“Maybe the current
generation in power
are not mentally 
prepared for settle-
ment.”

“The amount of pres-
sure that’s about to be
put on is going to be
quite unprecedented”

“Personally I think
Arafat did some
good by trying to
find a solution.”

Outside Perspective.

“Since Netanyaho
was elected we
have lost them as a
peace partner.”

“I am living in
Jerusalem and my
best friend lives in
Ramalah. I can’t
enter Ramalah.”

Four citizens give their accounts of the conflict, and how it impacts on their lives.

Gazan citizens
run from a

bomb (above)
Freedom

march (right)
Palestinian

girl (left)

“The West, the U.S.
especially, have
always thought they
know what’s better.”

*names changed to protect identities
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Francesca (left): Jacket, £150 ,
Mayhem Board Store. Trousers,

£27.99, Gloves, £6.50, both from
Classix, handbag by Zandra Rhodes,

from Molly Browns and Rosie
Muggles Boutique, £59.99,

Earrings, £10, Hat £25, both
Topshop.

Nicola (right) : Jacket, £29, Deep,
Hoodie, £49.99, Top, £9.99, skirt,

£20.99, both Classix, handbag,
Chanel, £1,500           , shoes, £175, Ugg,
earrings, £10, and tights, £12.99,

both from Topshop. 

Don’t limit yourself with the January blues. We play with
pick and mix shapes, frosted glamour, iced with a 
bricolage of this seasons looks.

End of the Rainbow
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Nicola - Jacket, £36.99,
Classix, Dress from Molly
Browns and Rosie Muggles
Boutique, Belt, £19.99,
River Island, Shoes, £79.99,
Earring, £10, both Topshop.
Luke - Coat, £39, Polo neck
jumper, £22, both from
Deep, Trousers, £55  ,
Mayhem Board Store. 



The family fashion house Etro, found-
ed by Gimmo Etro in 1968,
has taken a look back to its

roots for its S/S 2011 wom-
enswear collection and stepped
into shoes of the seventies
where mixing patterned
prints and pairing knitted
jumpers with hot pants was all
the rage.

Veronica Etro said she
updated the style by using
“strong graphic prints, mixing
[their] signature paisley with
geometric designs and bold
colour blocking”. A concentration
on fluid chic tailoring jolts pieces
such as the all-in-one jumpsuit
into the modern market and leaving
V-cut neck lines both back and front
for a classy finish.

Where do I begin? The task is set, but
how and where do you start? No matter how
high your aimsmay be, there must be a foun-
dation laid in which to build on. One could
argue that an artist’s journey above all others
is the trickiest of pathways. Filtration of
ideas and knowing your limits symbolise
cut-off points in your creative venture.
However British fashion designer Louise
Gray does not have this problem. Gray leaves
no stylish stone unturned when sourcing her
inspiration.

Originally from Fraserburgh in
Scotland, Gray has made an impressive mark
on the fashion map from her small town
beginning. The MA Central Saint Martins
graduate has such an organic and textured
signature look that her clothes appear more
as works of art that contour the body, as
opposed to restrictive trend prisons. The
pick ‘n’ mix silhouette that her collections
maintain has been received with such suc-
cess that she has been sponsored by COT-
TON USA for a consecutive year.

The huge success of this relatively
young woman may revive the lacklustre
January blues. However, Louise Gray’s play-
ful nature in which she approaches her work
has been a crucial influence on this editions
fashion photo shoot. Gray describes how she
is “...always falling back into things that
make me happy and it's about brushing it up
and making it fresh.” This may be a sugar
coated quote to read in the month that fol-
lows Christmas, but she has a point.

Gray’s latest collection has inhaled
motivation from photographer Arther Khan,
musician Cindy Lauper and artist Jean
Michel Basquait. In addition the mix of silks,
Swarovski crystal, hand beading, tassels,
denim and devore prints create a tangible
layer to her eye candy. The quilted rainbow
that streams from each model is iced with
either brogues or trainers in collaboration
with show designer LD Tuttle.

When asked who is the ‘Louise Gray
woman’ who would wear her clothes, her
response was “ultimately someone who is
fun.” Her Sesame Street winter furs and
trademark patchwork fabrics are question-
able choices to showcase on a couture cat-
walk that influences millions. There is no
doubt her work will not appeal to a universal
audience which is exactly why her manner
should be treasured. Her latest creations are
to be shown on the runway at next month’s
London Fashion Week, and will provide
interesting viewing.

Another ingredient to
Gray’s formula is to not be
influenced by the season or
trends, thus producing a pure
fashion nucleus to her work.
Gray is not a modern design-
er, which makes her so
refreshing. She states that
with her runway look it is not
one you.. “...need to necessar-
ily wear all at once”. Her
approach is a sharp contrast
to brands including Chanel,
Jack Wills or Apple who sell
you a contrived lifestyle you
happily preen.

Gray shows potential to be
a household name. The next
step she takes into the depths of
the industry will provide fasci-
nating viewing. Will she contin-
ue to break the mould by
reflecting herself in her clothes
regardless of others or weaken
with the pressure of huge com-
mercial success to fine tune?
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Paris BennettFashion.

DIY.Disciple.Designer.

Former wife of Mick Jagger, Bianca
Jagger had a strong presence in the
culture scene of the 1970s. Famous

for her killer cheekbones, Jagger was the
perfect muse for popular cultural figures
including fashion designer Roy Halston,
who dressed Jagger in long,
draping hooded dresses, high-
lighting the eccentric glamour
of the disco era.

Jagger’s wardrobe spread
the message of empowerment
to women, such as the iconic
Yves Saint Lauren maxi skirt
suit worn on her wedding day.
Dressed in a Grecian goddess-
style gown, her entrance into
Studio 54 on a white horse in
celebration of her 30th birth-
day emulated the dreamlike
image of the 1970s.

Star pieces include a pair of leather
studded chunky platform clogs for
£60, which work paired with a bat-

wing sleeved dress retailing at £55, both
from ASOS. 

Floaty chiffon blouse with large pussy
bow neck retailing at £38 from
Topshop, teamed with large bell
bottom jeans in a light bleach
denim from Gap priced at £45. 

For that complete 54-
esque disco fever look, head to
Miss Selfridge. They have a
variety of silky black jumpsuits
from £55.

Other key pieces featured
in ASOS’s ‘Spring Haze’ collec-
tion include a pair of culottes
for £15, in a simple yet eye daz-
zling petrol and plum kaleido-
scope style print. 

 ““FFaasshhiioonn iiss aass pprrooffoouunndd aanndd ccrriittiiccaall aa ppaarrtt ooff tthhee
ssoocciiaall lliiffee ooff mmaann aass sseexx,, aanndd iiss mmaaddee uupp ooff tthhee
ssaammee aammbbiivvaalleenntt mmiixxttuurree ooff iirrrreessiissttiibbllee uurrggeess aanndd
iinneevviittaabbllee ttaabbooooss..””  

-- RReennee KKoonniigg

2011 is the year for men to try out all those “irre-
sistible urges”, and with one of the most hyped and
inventive men’s fashion weeks ever coming up in
Milan, this should establishment the encour-
agement to try out something new. Every
fashion source is advocating making an
impact with your attire. Even the
Guardian is stating, “Rip up the
Rulebook”. The once dangerous
prospect of wearing a Tommy
Hilfiger duffle coat that you’ve been
debating may be more Paddington
Bear than Paul Walker is no
longer a worry to the fashion
scholars.

The Urban Outfitters website
has a brilliant sale with plenty
of psychedelic cardigans to keep
you and your fellow seminar
group entertained. Bright knits
hit the spot next season, with the

Missoni catwalk maintaining the title
of undisputed one to watch for knitwear
inspiration. The latest fashion exploit of
the web is for designers to stream their col-

lections live to the internet. From Burberry to
Paul Smith, this new method for an instant
fashion fix is set to stay. 

The new male look includes the fragility and
slender beauty of previous seasons, with the

addition of trademark butch features. Designers
Viktor and Rolf have titled their latest collection
as, “lumberjack meets tuxedo”. 

Designer Michael Herz of Bally, like many
other industry experts, has showed his contin-
uous support to the plaid trend in his latest col-
lection. Even the Wall Street Journal has
warned of the impending arrival of even louder
plaid, going as far to shout, “long live plaid!” 

MMIINNII TTRREENNDD FFOORR AA//WW 22001111:: Paul Smith’s new
jackets for the season, in which his classic
approach to using pattern and colour in the linings
as a creative detail look set to be a trend, along
with the wonderful come back of pocket squares. 

Men’s A/W 2011
Serena Kalirai

Louise
Gray: a
fashion
individual

FASHION EDITOR
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Edward Grande talks to Daniel Roy Connelly, creative director of a
Shanghai-based theatre company, on the realities of censorship in China.

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Arts.

In Pictures: Alice in Wonderland.
With both the Royal Ballet and the Scottish Ballet premiering Alice in Wonderland this season, we look at the evolution of this tale.

The West has been increasingly regard-
ing the censorship which is prevalent
in China as wholly contradictory to its

self-professed title of the “People’s Republic”.
Yet for most it is a matter far more of hearsay
than of experience. However, with the blan-
ket-ban of Skype last month, and China’s
artistic figurehead Ai Weiwei being placed
under house arrest the month before, there
does not appear to be any easing of the mat-
ter. Daniel Roy Connelly, creative director of
Shanghai-based Zuloo Theatre company,
helps provide an insight into the true condi-
tions of the creative ether - and most signifi-
cantly its constraints - in China. 

In November 2009, Connelly produced
M. Butterfly, a play centred around homo-
sexuality and the cultural revolution – issues
which the authorities are still overwhelming-
ly sensitive about. It was shut down by
Shanghai policemen, simply referred to by

the Telegraph as “this evening Shanghai wit-
nessed perhaps its most dramatic moment of
English theatre this century”. He is therefore
no real stranger to the censorship fetters that
surround so much art in China.

He talks of how the most dangerous
course an artist can take in China is by being
explicit in their criticism, and that critiquing
in a fashion shrouded in metaphor is far
more effective and sensible. He speaks of
how you can be safe “as long you don’t say
‘The Thing’, and tread with light feet”. It is
the conveying of political statements through
a mist of alternative messages that is so suc-
cessful because it has the capacity to flum-
mox the Chinese authorities. 

“We did things that would bemuse
rather than annoy China. For example,
because group gatherings were frowned
upon by the authorities, twenty of us flash-
mobbed an underground train and sang

‘Always look on the bright side of life’ repeat-
edly. Unfurling a free-Tibet flag it was not;
the edge came from gently mocking blind
adherence to dogma”.

It must be for this reason then, that
Zuloo describes itself with grating joviality,
as “fun for all involved” and very much as a
community-based theatre company.
Productions that are as polemical and con-
troversial as Madame Butterfly don’t entirely
fit this creed, but having such a façade allows
them to say one thing, while doing another.

But the production of M. Butterfly was
far from this, and he concedes that the blunt
portrayal of controversial facets of society
was not a wholly wise move; “I dared, and
paid the price of daring”. Even so, he urges
others to do the same: “boundaries don’t
exist unless you push up against them. It’s
important to know what actually constitutes
a limit”. 

A new series of rules announced in
February of 2009 by the Deputy Chief of the
General Administration of Press and
Publication remarked that there was to be “a
full database of people who engage in
unhealthy professional conduct”, and it
wouldn’t be going out on a limb to posit that
Connelly could have earned himself a place
on this ‘prestigious’ list.

Theatre does seem to be a suitable artis-
tic medium through which subtle political
critique can be made, however. Gone are the
days in the 1970s and 80s when, in the wake
of the cultural revolution, it was only the most
traditional opera that graced the stage; the
pace in Chinese theatre is absorbing vastly
different stimuli – from Agatha Christie stage
adaptations to translations of AR Gurney’s
Love Letters – making it the perfect medium.
English theatre is also hugely popular with
the middle classes, Connelly remarks how “it’s
good ‘face’ to be seen out at Western events, to
be seen engaging with Western mores”.

There is, of course, the oft-repeated
argument that it is times of suppression that
produce the greatest art and Connelly shares
his belief that “to me, the greatest producers
of art are liberated by the shackles placed
around them”. For the Western world, the

iconic image of the Tiananmen Square mas-
sacre would be widely recognised. However,
in a recent quasi-experiment, the photo
dubbed ‘Tank Man’ was shown to a class of
Chinese students, and they were clueless as to
his identity.

The way in which the Chinese authori-
ties are prepared to wipe people from the face
of history shows how the current matter
should not be a blind celebration of the artis-
tic products of such a time by the West, but a
continued fight: after all, who has the right to
choose a person’s place in history? Connelly
admits “to provoke the Chinese authorities in
their own backyard is utter folly”, but that’s
what it will take. M

“Boundaries don’t
exist unless you push
up against them”

Censorship: a catalyst for creativity?
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Deputy Editor’s Picks
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Altered Beauty
Sarah Jilani on digital post-processing and the work
of young British fashion photographer Lara Jade. The Conceptualists –

hijackers of the term,
‘modern art’ – seek to

remove all artistic conventions.
Its spurious philosophical basis
is that art is what we con-
sciously make it, not limited by
the oppressive constraints of
form. It is a mutation of philo-
sophical movements that broke
down traditional thinking. True
to heritage, Conceptualism’s
enemy is tradition.
Conceptualism is, in short,
people with no discernible tal-
ent stirring up enough contro-
versy to make money. I am a
conceptualism-sceptic and I
assert that conceptualism’s
fashionable pseudo-philosophy
is heavily flawed in its premise. 

Conceptualism is not
about aesthetics, and aesthetics
are as fundamental to art as
writing is to literature. The ele-
phant in the room is, how can
meaning be mediated without
form? An artwork must qualify
itself as a creation, in order to
be valued, observed and under-
stood. A poem solely compris-
ing the word ‘life’ – though its
creator could vehemently argue
it offers profound insight and is
discriminately overlooked –
does not interact with accessi-
ble ideas or prove itself inter-
esting enough to be valued
greatly. Form is a vehicle for
meaning and conceptualism
tries to bypass it: the ‘art’ label
is ascribed to an indulgent
‘ideas’ game. Conceptualism is
artistic Communism, forcing
submission to total equality
between images, regardless of
innate value. In Orwell’s
Nineteen-Eighty Four, two
plus two is five if you and I
believe it. Objectively, this is
incorrect (as much as relativists
may shriek in disagreement).

A beautiful face can be
measured mathematically
according to Fibonacci’s
Golden Ratio. Beauty is an
equation instilled into the eye
and brain: not a cerebral deci-
sion as conceptualists claim.
Aestheticism is rooted deep
within our primal functions.
Much as conceptualists would
say anti-conceptualism is sim-
ply prejudiced against differ-
ence, aestheticism is not a case
of stylistic preference.
Modernism and Romanticism
are polarities in poetic terms
but one can identify a well-
written poem from either
movement by technical obser-
vations. Similarly technical
properties define how we value
an artwork. Unborn babies
react to Mozart because the
number of beats per bar are
akin to a heartbeat. Beauty can
be reduced to a ratio, which
doesn’t cheapen art: it elevates
art to a proven status in the

heart and mind. Our predispo-
sition to art suggests there is
palpable logic in beauty. Why
justify a movement that seeks
to demolish rules that defines
how greatly we should value
art?  

Is Conceptualism wrong
for suggesting there should be
no hierarchy in art? My conclu-
sion is hierarchy is natural.
This doesn’t mean we must
accept the social divisions
wrought by politicians and the
ultra-rich (not synonymous but
certainly bedfellows). Valuing
the best is fair and logical. The
anti-elitism argument inherent
to conceptualism rides on the
back of artistic Communism
that does not believe in the
qualitative properties of a
work. This demand for total
equality helps someone like
Tracey Emin make money
when many British artists
flounder in an industry
obsessed with the conceptualist
zeitgeist. The suggestion inher-
ent to this Conceptualist com-
munism, that ‘high’ art is inac-
cessible for the common per-
son, is merely condescending.
The Sistine Chapel and
Renoir’s Woman with a
Parasol are so compelling
because of their use of colour,
composition and virtuoso tech-
nique. The creation of beauty
surpasses everyday banality.

By nature, beauty is rare.
Hence we go searching for the
Northern Lights and breathtak-
ing sunsets. This ‘out of the
ordinariness’ defines genius.
Moreover, the suggestion that
everything is an ‘artwork’ is a
misuse and misunderstanding
of the term - a blade of grass
would qualify under this logic,
but in what possible sense is it
art? So when a conceptualism-
sceptic says that an unmade
bed is not valuable art, it results
from a logical aestheticism; we
value human feats.

Innovation is an ubiqui-
tous part of art as much as con-
vention. Conceptualism is not
innovation but demolition.
With the destruction of all
rules, conventions and ideolo-
gies, there is a privation of
meaning. The best art world is
a compromise between enve-
lope-pushing and preservation
of convention (as they persist
for a reason). It is the equiva-
lent of socialism reforming
society without dismantling its
hallmarks. That is my idea of
Utopia. But then again, Utopia
is subjective… isn’t it? 

In 1981, Sony presented the first
camera which eliminated the need
for film; Kodak, ten years later,

unveiled the first commercially avail-
able DSLR camera. Digital photogra-
phy, a medium of much artistic and
technical versatility, was born.
Nowadays, more and more photogra-
phers are embracing digital: often
due to the ease with which it lends
itself to manipulation, producing an
almost limitless variety of results. The
post-processing stage is no longer an
option but a necessary step; it is the
other half of this medium, without
which digital photography's artistic
capacity remains untapped.

Today, digital image editing is an
unrelinquishable asset for fashion,
product, and glamour photography -
but digital editing or “photoshopping”
has inevitably received a bad reputa-
tion as the promoter of unrealistic
looks and lifestyles. Within an arena
rife with eating disorder controver-
sies, body misrepresentations and
fantasising consumption, a young
photographer, whose style and skills
unashamedly utilise image editing
software, is on the rise.

Having picked up a camera at 15
and started her own photography
business at 17, 21-year-old Lara Jade
has gone from being known on art
websites for her dramatic self-portrai-
ture to an internationally-represented
fashion photographer. Despite her
work evolving very fast, there has

The arts scene is flourishing in the
near future; here are my picks of
what to see whatever your moti-

vation, taste or time limitations.

The Con of 
Conceptualism

Josephine
Harmon

“Form is a vehicle
for meaning and
conceptualism tries
to bypass it”

always been a distinctive feel to her
photos; glamorous, certainly, but with
a hint of darkness, and otherworldly
yet natural. They tell a story; not sell a
product. The featured products or
clothing are completely unintrusive;
blending into the concept rather than
vying for attention, they become a part
of the aesthetic atmosphere Lara cre-
ates. Most interestingly, her digital
post-processing technique is precisely
what makes these photos works of art
rather than blatant, impossibly pol-
ished fashion advertising.

“I am proud to say I use Photoshop
to enhance my work,” she writes in her
blog. She has no reason not to be; no
one can deny the results are innovative
works of art that require as much vision
and dedication as any traditional medi-
um. Perhaps most importantly, howev-
er, to remind the viewer of photogra-
phy's artistic merit while using it as an

advertising platform produces a subtle
effect with more appeal than the most
beautiful model or clothing could ever
quite evoke. Ethereal and melancholic,
Lara Jade’s work makes one wonder
why she chose fashion photography
when her gift clearly lies in the concep-
tual and aesthetic - only to realise soon
after that this is just as well.

For this increasingly commer-
cialised branch of art needs people like
this to remember beauty is not a pair of
long legs ending in a pair of Manolos,
but a mood, a colour or a slant of light
too. As sophisticated newcomers like
Lara spread their vision, who knows,
perhaps this double-edged sword, dig-
ital post-processing, can be the facilita-
tor of a more creative-minded age for
fashion photography.

www.larajade.co.uk

LARA JADE @ SARAH DAW

Emily Heggadon

If you cannot bring yourself to
venture into the deep dark depths of
York, the Drama Barn has lots to offer.
S t u d e n t
written pro-
d u c t i o n
SShheedd is in
the barn
WWeeeekk 22.. Last
term, the
Barn’s stu-
dent-written
plays set the
bar high -
will the mys-
terious Shed
be on par?

On the art scene, Project
Space Leed’s latest exhibtion
DDuuttttoonn aanndd SSwwiinnddeellllss ‘‘TThhee SSttaagg
aanndd HHoouunndd’’ 2200 JJaannuuaarryy -- 2266
MMaarrcchh 22001111. With wall text
made of spam e-mails selling
Viagra, to drawings of celestial
alignments,  this looks like an
exhibition that pushes bound-
aries and crosses genres.

Alternatively, follow our own
students to Upstage Centre Youth
Theatre, 41
M o n k g a t e ,
where they’ll
be performing
LLiinnee -- 2200
JJaannuuaarryy 22001111.
Described as a
“ m o d e r n ,
quirky, absurd
and sexy play
about a line” -
what better
way to spend
your time?

The ever-beautifully façaded
York Theatre Royal has TToo KKiillll AA
MMoocckkiinnggbbiirrdd,, 1111 -- 2266 FFeebbrruuaarryy
22001111: a must-see for anyone who
enjoyed Harper Lee’s classic novel
of race, compassion and integrity.



Fancy Footwork
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Adam Bychawski investigates how Chicago is once again at the forefront of House.

Music.

Whatever your grasp of music
may be, there are moments
when you have to concede that

there are some music scenes that you
could never fully grasp or wholly appre-
ciate. Not to say there is any harm in
trying, but after hours of YouTubing
the musical hydra that is the genre
house, you still won’t have even made a
dent in it. Sure internet goes some way,
but in the end as a humble resident of
the British Isles, you can only know so
much about the DJs and producers in
Chicago that dedicate a lifetime to it.
DJ Nate is one such figure in the
Chicago footwork scene, although at
the ripe age of twenty he hasn’t quite
devoted a life time, just his formative
years, in the space of which he has
made over a 200 tracks.

Footwork (or sometimes Footwerk
or even Footwurk) is a House sub-
genre that is slowly beginning to clutch
its fingers around the UK. Trying to
trace its lineage is like a following a
particularly adulterous ancestor in
episode of ‘Who Do You Think You Are’.
Appropriate given that footwork is the
bastard of a somewhat seedier genre,
ghetto house, known for its use of dirty
samples. You could, if so inclined, fol-
low these House variants in a cross-
state trek from Miami bass, to Detroit
techno via Baltimore club. Those gen-
res had their halcyon days in the 90s,
and yet still remain staunchly localised;
footwork is but the latest native strain
of Chicago house in this legacy. 

Any cursory search for footwork
will uncover thousands of shaky cam-
era phone videos of school kids on bas-
ketball courts and classrooms furiously
shuffling their feet encircled by onlook-
ers. You might call it the dance equiva-
lent of a street fist fight, a crowd and
two men taking turns to out footwork
the other. Some of tracks reflective this
aggro-dance vibe, with titles such as
“Footwork Homocide”, “Kill Da Circle”
and “Take His Ass Out”. This is what it
boils down to: dance. And footwork is
even more conscious of its urbanised
Riverdance accompaniment by the fact
that most of its producers have at least
briefly flirted with footwork dancing
themselves. 

DJ Nate (full name Nathan Clark)
confesses he was somewhat lacking on
the dance side: “I really couldn’t dance
that much, honestly. I always said I
entertain people, because I made the
mixes and the videos. Being on the side,
recording, you get a look at the basics
for what makes footwork.” As someone
too young to experience the heyday of
his native House scene, Nathan grew
up listening to hip-hop and R&B. “I use
to listen to footwork when I was
younger but at first I didn’t really

understand it. At high school I started
going to more parties, saw and heard
how everybody was reacting to the
music, so that kinda made me a fan.
When I was a sophomore I started pro-
ducing, everybody loved it in High
School, we were in the hallways dancing,
recording videos all the time, soon peo-
ple were beating on tables in the lunch
room shouting ‘DJ NATE, DJ NATE’.” 

How Nathan gained his popularity
is not difficult to fathom, having prolifi-
cally made hundreds of tracks in his high
school years alone. Footwork is as raw a
form of electronic music as you can get,
a sample catchphrase cut from any-
where, repeated ad nauseum to blister-
ing Casio drum patterns and intermit-
tent cymbal claps. Admittedly it will
probably drive most people nuts at first,
but it becomes oddly hypnotic from
repeated exposure. Even Nathan finds
himself succumbing to the same mes-
meric repetitions through his fast paced
production. “All it really takes me is
twenty minutes. I’ve been doing it for so
long I know exactly where to go to get
sounds, I know it like the back of my
hand. So anything I want make, I can
just go and make it. Sometimes I race
myself in my head, “Just rush through
the beat, 15 minutes”. So when people
ask “How you make that track?” I never
know, I’m rushing adding stuff and
melodies come to my head.”

“Most of these were lost in
archives,” says Nathan. So Da Trak
Genious, his debut release, is more of a
compilation of survived tracks, “when
[Planet Mu] sent me a message, talk-
ing about how they want to release an
album, and was like ‘Seriously?’ I didn’t
really think to go that far with it. Most
of it I did at high school, so I was like
‘Man I didn’t even know it was that
good’. It was a pleasure to be able to do
it though.” Planet Mu, who released Da
Trak Genious are a UK based electron-
ic music label, run by Mike Paradinas,
home to many already well-established
UK artists such as Benga, FaltyDL and
Ikonika. With his interests piqued by
the footwork scene, Paradinas has been
busy sweeping up its central players
and amassing them into a compilation
entitled Bangs & Works Vol. 1.  

What quickly becomes apparent
from Bangs & Works is how schizo-
phrenic footwork can be for apparently
definable genre. Less than five minutes
in and you find yourself utterly
bemused by a pitched and screwed
sample of “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” by
someone styling themselves as Tha
Pope. Anything goes from Star Wars
theme tunes, to horror movie scenes
and even a sample of Paul McCartney
& Wings over unsettling bass. DJ Nate
is testament to this underlying experi-
mentalism in footwork, probably

deserving of his self-declared titled Da
Trak Genious for the feat of sampling
‘Sexual Healing’ and salvaging dread-
ful-as-fuck vocals from Amy Lee of
Evanescence. “Yeah a lot of my tracks
have also got me singing on them, like
maybe someday I get a phrase caught
in my head, so I just switch the pitch of
my voice and put them on there. Other
than I’ll be doing something else and
stuff will pop into my head and I’ll rush
to a computer and listen to some old
song, maybe like Evanscence, I try and
cross-over as much as possible.” 

That is what is most astounding
about footwork, it might have its roots
in the House music of yore, but it
imperceptibly reimagines so many
musical influences that despite its line-
age, there is nothing you could quite
compare it too. If you wanted you could
make some grandiose statement about
it being post-modern or symptomatic
of an internet-based culture, but what-
ever; Footwork is intended for dancing
not theoretical discussions. Already
producers in the UK are reconstituting
its style in slightly watered down imita-
tions such as Addison Grooves’
‘Footcrab’. Who can say if it’ll have the
same effect in a nation whether urban
dancing is synonymous with slightly
laughable X-Factor winners. But if you
can stomach it, can you honestly say
you’ve heard anything like it before?

Above: A
footwork
battle in
progress.
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Reverb.

Will.I.Am on his artistic sensibilities

“If I were a painter, I would paint beautiful bodies- I would paint nipples, and I would paint
Bibles.”



Every year news stories focus
in on the crazed frenzy of
sale shoppers, as if they have

some sort of consumerist muta-
tion of the Rage virus. Well, this is
nothing in comparison to the
media circus that involved with
tipping new bands and artists.
Our faces are shoved into piles of
PR jargon until all meaning, or
any recognisable talent is lost in a
slew of hyperbolic adjectives. But
really there is no reason to be
aggravated by this set of events,
accept it as a passing ritual; there
really isn’t any harm in the BBC
tallying up a few musical acts.

Well may the Mayan gods not
smite us too harshly in the upcom-
ing apocalypse for contributing to
this annual media circle-jerk.
We’re holding onto our bits feeling
ashamed. Think of this as an
extended “Future Sounds”, our
well established new bands col-
umn, rather than us buying some
musical stock.

Although 2010 gave us a

number of stellar hip-hop releas-
es, those most critically lauded
were by a Canadian child actor
turned rapper and the return of
serial faux-pas purveyor Kanye; a
worrying sign that hip-hop might
have gone soft. Thankfully for
explicit content seekers this has
been countered by the rise of Odd
Future (or Odd Future Wolf Gang
Kill Them All) an 11-strong LA-
based collective that have lyrics
which make ‘foul-mouthed’ a
euphemistic description. Odd
Future rap an unfiltered slew of
the darkest recesses of the human
unconscious, somewhat dubiously
justified by main man Tyler as “the
first shit that comes to our heads,
seriously.” Namely being a lyrical
exploration into serial killers, rape
and blood-splattering violence.
Having already prolifically
released mixtapes via Tumblr, and
caught the ears of magazines
everywhere, rest assured that 2011
will have some sickeningly good
hip-hop.

Having already been featured

in October’s Future Sounds, 2011
appears to be the culminating year
for female fronted grunge-reviving
Japanese Voyeurs. Their increas-
ing media approval and attention
has had them finally noticed after
three years of tough crowds, little
promotion and unwelcoming ears.
Rather than regurgitating a sticky
mess of Nirvana with floating
lumps of Kyuss, their crushing and
grunge infused sound is nostalgic
yet current –lead female Romily
having the potential to lead the
band to real success. With a
veneer and vocals as sweet as
Regan MacNeil, when Romily’s
dark feral edge emerges she can
compel and possess any listener in
a way more jarring and sinister

than Cobain ever could 20 years
ago. Considering the recent years
of success for female fronted
bands like Rolo Tomassi, the
London based five-piece are head-
ing towards an increasingly appre-
ciative and approving fan base.

Surfing through the vast
array of blogs, comparisons and

questionable descriptions, Leeds
five-piece Eagulls have clearly pro-
voked much response; despite the
fact that the entirety of their musi-
cal output can be reeled into a sin-
gle cassette tape. Which it was -
£1.50, entitled ‘Songs of Prey’ and
sold out - Eagulls have riled up a
following, which could be labelled
punk rock or maybe alternative -
neither really fits. Their melodic
angst and feedback laced sound
defies a digital era and suggest an
underground do-it-yourself ethos,
relying heavily on a live music tra-
dition. Judging by the band’s wide
critical and fan based response
and recent appearance at Leeds
Constellations Festival (despite
only having formed March of last
year) is evidence of their credibili-
ty. Looking at their myspace,
they've got a hectic gig schedule
lined up for the coming months
highlighting the band's demand
and quite obvious live credentials,
which will hopefully facilitate the
success of a very worthy band.

When Cajun Dance Party
split up, failing to satisfy the

crushing weight of the media’s
hype with their first, and only,
album, it was a dark day for indie
sixteen-year-olds everywhere
(myself included). Thankfully,
time heals all, and with age comes
a realisation of the joys of a slight-

ly more laid back lifestyle; be it
moving to university or embracing
the glorious fuzz of 90’s slacker
scene. These influences manifest
itself in two different forms on
Yuck’s debut self titled album;
ranging from the Teenage Fanclub
via Pavement drawl of tracks such
as single “Georgia” and the hazier
angst of album closer “Rubber”.
Featuring in the BBC Sound of
2011 list, Yuck are sure to see some
degree of success this year, and are
stopping by York in February to
bring their exciting brand of fuzz-
rock to Stereo, complete with reg-
ulation denim outfits.

After releasing his debut cas-
sette tape, a run of 7” and an EP on

Moshi Moshi, Leeds born Louis
Jones is preparing his first LP,
entitled Bad Penny, for release in
early 2011 under the Spectrals tag.
Despite his relative youth, Jones’
reverb drenched paeans to falling
in and out of love crackle of an era
far older than his years. “7th Date”
perfectly represents Spectrals’
mingling of sixties surf pop jangle
with woozy melancholy to create a
charming retro haze brimming
with melody. Remaining true to
his roots, the production main-
tains Jones’ humble initial forays
into bedroom recording, resulting
in a lo-fi wash of sound to under-
pin his lovelorn lyrics. Although
retaining complete creative con-
trol over Spectrals’ recorded out-
put, Jones is backed by a band
when playing live, and will be
undoubtedly be touring in support
of the release of the record this
year. Be sure to pay them a visit for
a healthy dollop of retro-tinged
garage pop.
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Class of 2011.

Kanye West & Jay-Z
Watch The Throne (March 11th)

Cut Copy
Zonoscope (TBA)

Raekwon
Shaolin vs. Wu-Tang (March)

Willow Smith
Untitled (TBA)

Lady Gaga
Born This Way (TBA)

Aphex Twin
Untitled (TBA)

Dr Dre 
Detox (February)

Circle Takes The Square
Untitled (TBA)

M83
Untitled (TBA)

Panda Bear
Tomboy (TBA)

The Strokes 
Untitled (March 22nd)

Bright Eyes
The People's Key (February 15th)

Opeth
Untitled (October)

Cannibal Corpse
Global Evisceration (March 15th)

Kiss
KISS (June)

Future Sounds takes on the bands of 2011.
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Up and coming.
Our pick of 2011’s best records.
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Above: Hip-Hop has an Odd Future.



“Cinema is dead” Peter
Greenaway, the British
auteur, declared as the

nineties came to their close. “Thirty-
five years of silent cinema is gone, no
one looks at it anymore. This will
happen to the rest of cinema.”

“Pure nonsense!” I hear you cry,
protesting that the industry is just as
powerful as ever; its culturally hege-
monic presence still spreading its
fingers across the entire globe. But
does the mere promulgation of fash-
ion genre movies involving post-
apocalyptic landscapes, vampiric
love trysts and alien invasions sus-
tain an art form? How long can it
flourish? Or is it so enshrined in our
society that it is impervious to dam-
age? This creation of supply and
demand genre movies seems to be
carried out in a similar manner to
that of the ‘studio era’. Furthermore,
obsession with the fantasy of such
movies as Harry Potter, Lord of the
Rings and Twilight suggests a wide-
spread perception of cinema as hav-
ing an escapist rather than artistic
function. So perhaps the urgent
question is not “how long can cinema
continue to flourish?” but “how long

can cinema continue to flourish in its
current form?” Indeed, the historical
basis for Greenaway's pessimism is
the death of an anachronistic form,
not the entire medium. So does
Hollywood have an answer? Perhaps
it does, coming in the form of those
extortionate plastic glasses they sell
you in the lobby.

3D is proving to be hugely suc-
cessful. It has, of course, existed in a
variety of shapes and sizes from the
1950s up until now, but recent tech-
nological advances have revolu-
tionised the third dimension. James
Cameron showed the world the
beauty that can be achieved, show-
casing a movie which utilises such
technology outside of the realms of
novelty. However, it cannot be con-
tended that the new wave of 3D
movies following this success are
anything but economically inclined.
Films such as Clash of the Titans,
The Last Airbender and Alice in
Wonderland were converted to 3D in
post-production yielding sloppy
results, fitting perfectly into the zeit-
geist and allowing the addition of
those few extra pounds. The bas-
tards. But can you really blame

FILM: 127 HOURS
DIRECTOR: DANNYBOYLE
STARRING: JAMESFRANCO,
CLEMENCEPOESY
RUNTIME: 94 MINS
REVIEW: CHRIS FRASER
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Black Swan sees Natalie Portman
make a career defining perform-
ance as Nina, a twenty-something
ballerina who pushes her body to
its limits for the lead role in her
company’s production of Swan
Lake. The somewhat frigid and
innocent Nina can fulfil the role
of the virginal white swan with
ease, but is faced with a formida-
ble task in adapting herself to be
the lusty, vengeful black swan. As
in David Lynch’s Inland Empire
the world of performance seeps
into the real world posing prob-
lems for Nina’s mental health.

As pressure mounts, the
atmosphere turns psychologically
claustrophobic; the viewer feels a
vertiginous sense of entrapment
through the movie’s paranoid and
hallucinatory nature. A brooding
feeling pervades it in its entirety,
which doesn’t lift until the
movie’s scintillating climax.

Natalie Portman’s challeng-
ing role is acted with conviction
and empathy in an Oscar-worthy
performance. The dance pieces
and the film as a spectacle in gen-
eral is sure to make it a crowd-
pleaser, and its thriller style is
bound to interest even the most
sceptical of viewers. 

This is a movie which will
have you gripped from the start,
up until its dizzying finale. It is
almost perfectly paced, and our
interest is held throughout. We
are granted complete immersion
into the stylised monochrome
world which Aronofsky weaves.

Although this is a great
piece of cinema, its execution is
somewhat heavy handed. In
dancing terms it is more flam-
boyant and self-evident than the
subtle art of ballet. Black Swan is
a film which will hold your hand
throughout, and for many this
will not be a problem. However,
any ambiguities, that may in
other movies be left to the viewer
to resolve are spelled out to us,
for ease of consumption. 

This is, however, pedantic.
It is otherwise a stylish,  genre-
bending movie. Set in a highly
engaging meta-fictional context,
it is as much ballet themed melo-
drama as an exploration of iden-
tity. But perhaps most palpably,
it is a journey into the dark
realms of human consciousness.
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FILM: BLACK SWAN
DIRECTOR: DARREN
ARONOFSKY
STARRING: NATALIE PORTMAN 
RUNTIME: 108 MINS
REVIEW: GARETH DAVIES
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Film.

them? Cameron has spoken out
against such blatant money-making
schemes, but this seems a hypocrisy
in light of his current 3D conversion
of Titanic and the success of Avatar.
In his words, “We've demonstrated
that the 3D market is an extremely
lucrative market and this is not a fad,
this is not something that will go
away.” Of course he certainly hopes
not. Perhaps the wide-spread cre-
ation and purchasing of 3D televi-
sions and video cameras confirm this
statement. This movement into the
private sphere could cement the form
as a part of every day life. Indeed, it
has already moved past the function
of enhancing action, as Sky and
ESPN launch 3D sports channels,
and camcorder advertisements
depict the benefits of watching your
darling baby footage pop out of the
screen. Furthermore, the gaming
market is set to jump on board with
Sony, Nintendo and Microsoft mov-
ing into 3D territory.

All signs seems to suggest that
3D is here to stay, the recent success
of Tron: Legacy setting this wave
apart from the previous attempts
which have decorously crashed and
burned. The industry might at pres-
ent be suffocated by the grip of novel-
ty, but this is inevitable with the birth
of any new technology. This was evi-
dent when sound first hit Hollywood
as much of the cinematic world was
openly dismissive, with the first
“talkie” The Jazz Singer containing
only select dialogue scenes, aimed
purely to show off its innovation.
Thus, time is of the essence as scien-
tists and directors work to  explore
the possibilities of this technology.
But first, it seems clear that the film
industry must move past the token
splattering three-dimensional blood
of Saw 3D and the rotating, protrud-
ing dismemberment of Piranha 3D.

Cinema is dead. Long live cinema!

Reviews.

To celebrate the release of Black Swan, we look at the five
greatest ballet movies.
The Red Shoes (Michael Powell & Emeric Pressburger, 1948)
Adapted from the story of the same name by two giants of British film.

The Turning Point (Herbert Ross, 1977)
A family drama from the man who would later direct Footloose.

Billy Elliot (Stephen Daldry, 2000)
Jamie Bell fights Thatcherism with ballet.

The Company (Robert Altman, 2003
An almost documentary-like portrait of Chicago’s Joffrey Ballet company.
Suspiria (Dario Argento, 1977)
The only ballet film to feature death by razor wire.

Top 5 Ballet Movies.

The rise of 3D: Adrian Choa explores its implications for the future of film.

It’s becoming clear that Danny
Boyle is a man who relishes a
challenge. This was none more
apparent than in 2008 with
Slumdog Millionaire, a movie
shot largely on location in India
with a host of local actors and a
chaotic filming schedule, and if
the plans for his next film – a
sequel to Trainspotting – come
through, he’ll face the monumen-
tal task of bettering what is
arguably his best film to date.

127 Hours is a sort-of inter-
mediary challenge – relatively
easy to shoot, considering that
the majority of the film takes
place in one location, but difficult
in terms of overcoming the plot's
inevitable conclusion. Based on
the book by Aron Ralston, a
canyoneer who amputated his
right arm after getting it stuck
between a rock wall and a dis-
lodged boulder, the audience
knows what’s coming, and any
lesser filmmaker would let the
story naturally flow to the two big
events: his initial accident, and
his grisly amputation. Boyle, on
the other hand, eschews this in
favour of something much more
interesting.

Much of the film is told, to cam-
era, by James Franco’s affable
and occasionally arrogant
assumption of Ralston’s persona,
and when we’re not being played
through his handheld camera,
Boyle zooms to an uncomfort-
ably close level. Directly playing
against this are a series of hallu-
cinogenic sequences and flash-
backs which serve to round off
Ralston as a character and help
us empathise with a man whom
Boyle has made no attempts to
portray as heroic. The result is a
surprisingly polished and cathar-
tic survival film, never losing its
pace, favouring emotional hon-
esty over histrionics, and – apart
from the one scene that’s
prompted cinemas across the
country to display advisory
notices – making sure that char-
acter takes precedent over gore.



Eating at Il Paradiso is sim-
ilar to eating in someone’s
front room. The tables are

crammed together and there is
a large television on the wall
playing Italian football and
music channels. If your date's a
football fan you might want to
make sure they can’t see it. The
service is fast, which isn’t a sur-
prise as the restaurant's so
small. It's a friendly and gener-
ous establishment (free garlic
bread) giving it more personal
appeal than your standard
Italian chain.

When we arrived they’d
lost our booking, which wasn’t
desperately helpful as reserva-
tions are essential given the size
of the place. We ordered a bot-
tle of the house white (light and
subtle), followed by bread with
oil and balsamic vinegar. We
started with a mozzarella salad
and calamari in salsa. The moz-
zarella was flavoursome and
creamy, drizzled in good quality
olive oil, presented neatly with-
out fuss. The calamari in salsa
was perfectly cooked with a
spicy tomato sauce with capers
that complimented the squid
well. Piping hot though! I had
to wait for it to cool a bit before
starting which was slightly irri-
tating as the first scalding
mouthful only made me want
more.

For the main we settled
upon a pasta special, the
tortellini filled with scallops and

prawns, topped with a saffron
cream, chili sauce and a rocket
garnish. The fresh pasta was
perfectly cooked, as was the fill-
ing. The sauce was rich, spicy
and lemony and it all went per-
fectly together. We also tried the
gnocchi con gorgonzola which
was beyond delicious. For those
who haven’t tried gnocchi,
here's the place to start. Cheesy
but not over-powering. They
could have been a little more
generous with the spinach
though.

We just managed to fit in
desert. The generous portions
meant that three courses was a
bit of a feat for girls. An impres-
sive tiramisu was very good but
a mildly tragic chocolate ice
cream cake which was rather
sickly and a bit of a disappoint-
ment. Happily, our pudding sor-
rows were washed down by
complimentary limoncello
shots. We were somewhat con-
soled.

This recipe is for spanish patties,
or Tinas; a great favourite at
EL PIANO, in York and in

Andalucía. Mayra, one of the cooks
who works in the Granada kitchen is
behind this recipe. It is easy to make,
can be readily adjusted, and uses
fresh ingredients that are local to
both York and Andalucía... For more
recipes check out HANDING IT ON
– MANO A MANO, our colourful
vegan and gluten-free cookbook.

1) A handful of grated carrots per
person,
2) An equal amount of chopped
spring onions (cebolletas,)
3) Add a pinch of salt and ½ tsp
sugar per person,
4) Add enough rice flour to loosely
bind the veg – go easy...
5) Form into patties and deep fry
until golden brown,
6) Can semi-fry or freeze then re-fry
or brown in the oven to serve.
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Food & Drink.

Best of York No.2: El Piano

Caffeine is on regular tap these
days from more chain outlets
in York than you can shake a

stick at, and with at least nine coffee
houses from the big three
(Starbucks, Café Nero, Costa Coffee)
in the tiny square mileage of York
city centre, its rival, the tea room
worries about extinction. So what’s
so great about coffee chains, and
what has caused their dominance
over the very British institution that
is the tea room, especially in ye olde
city of York? Firstly, there’s the obvi-
ous advantage of coffee houses being
dual purpose; you can drop in for a
couple of minutes, get an Americano
to go for £2.10 and be off spending
your loan elsewhere. Or you can
chow down on a baguette in a comfy
chair relaxing with your buddies for
hours on end.

Tea rooms only really offer the
latter, with the ‘to go’ option being
pretty much a no-go on all fronts,
and it’s this disadvantage that seems
to cost them customers.  If you go in,
you’re in for a minimum of 30 min-

utes, including ordering, waiting,
eating, drinking, checking out the
waiting staff and paying up. I
stopped by a few of York’s tea rooms
and found that unlike the coffee
chain, a visit varies hugely from place
to place. Take BBuuiilllliivvaannttss ooff YYoorrkk for
example. A Bullivant cream tea is
£5.25, and gets you a homemade
scone.

Anyway, it also happens to be a
cosy intimate little place on Blake
Street with lavender sprigs hanging
on the wall, laced curtains and novel-
ty tea pots in the window. Bullivant is
definitely worth a visit. Light lunches
of sandwiches, breakfast, and baked
potatoes are all reasonably priced at
£6-8, plus you come out feeling very
British. My only criticism;
McDonalds is directly opposite and
kills that feeling immediately. 

BBaaiilleeyy’’ss TTeeaa RRoooomm, at the top of
Museum Street, was entirely differ-
ent. The chef for example, with
tracky bottoms, silver chain, a
prominent strut and definitely too
much hair gel seemed a bit out of

character. Plus my cream tea was
served with squirty cream instead of
clotted. Bizarrely, I still kind of liked
the place as it held no pretension as
to what it was about, which was
reflected in its cheaper pricing. The
staff were all full of smiles and chit-
chat and, considering £3.75 gets you
a squirty cream tea, it’s not so bad.

If you’re after the ultimate in tea
room brilliance, Bettys is the obvious
cliché, but I would highly recom-
mend GGrraayyss CCoouurrtt TTeeaa RRoooomm. You
can find it behind the Minster, near
Treasurers House and it’s one of my
favourite spots in all of York. It’s very
out of the way and quiet, but when
you go in you instantly feel patriotic.
It oozes old England with its mossy,
cobbled entrance and surrounding
potted plants, but the peculiar choice
of sofas and controversial art gives it
a very retro student feel. 

But I can’t help but worry that
these places are under threat. At
least three new coffee houses
(excluding the big three) opened in
York last summer, and most of those
in the city centre are located on
street corners, meaning a doubled-
fronted presence. Business-minded
for definite. We all know you can get
a pretty fair coffee at Costa or Café
Nero. The  interiors are welcoming,
there’s no danger of laminated
menus and there’s stylish canvas art-
work (usually showing people in cof-
fee shops drinking coffee whilst you
are in a coffee shop surrounded by

people drinking coffee). Even the
mass-produced cakes are delicious. 

But, next time your caffeine lev-
els are low, don’t stop by at a chain
with more than 15,000 stores world-
wide in 44 different countries, hit up
a tea room. We’re supposed to be
famous for it after all...

““Next time your caf-
feine levels are low,
don’t stop by at a
chain with more
than 15,000 stores..””

Caffeine, Cafés and Corporations

ADDRESS: 40 WALMGATE
PRICES: £50-£55 - 3 COURSES
REVIEW: CHARLOTTE FORBES
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Il Paradiso del Cibo

Reviews.

As tea, coffee and cakes brim over into the narrow streets of
York, Will Wade assesses the traditional tea room against the 
corporate names to which we are so accustomed. 

LUCY DIXON
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Described by my housemate
who hails from
Huddersfield as a "pub

pub" (apparently this means it's a
real pub) TThhee PPhhooeenniixx is another
hugely enjoyable York pub. In a
superb location, just after the
Barbican and before the city cen-
tre, it boasts an extremely welcom-
ing atmosphere as well as accept-
able prices and a broad enough
selection.

Choices on the night were
between four Yorkshire beers;
Copper Dragon, Landlord, Ruby
Mild and Wold Top. All of which
were, as to be expected, very nice,
Copper Dragon in particular. The
lack of one or two ales from a more
varied selection of breweries is a
minor disappointment but those
on offer are more than adequate.

The Jazz nights (Wednesday
and Sunday) are an absolute must
- they feel like university should.
Perfection. When the music isn't
on, as was the case on the night in
question, there remains a lively
atmosphere. The open fire in the
main bar is another major plus
point to The Phoenix, a welcome

respite from our poorly heated
student hovels.

There's a friendliness in
proper York pubs that you tend
to see less of elsewhere, epito-
mised by the punters' reactions
to Charlie, a little Jack Russell
who wanted to grab everyone's
Pork Scratchings. We managed
to keep ours, which was good
because they were gorgeous.

If you have a free
Wednesday or Sunday evening,
dedicate it to The Phoenix. It is
a lovely establishment in which
time passes by and essays can
be forgotten.

Pub. Henry Cowen
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Regional TV channel would cre-
ate wider interest in local news

Regional news can
often seem trivial and
insignificant com-

pared to national news
channels; however, it is still
of vital importance to the
community it serves.

Therefore, proposals to
create local television chan-
nels in several cities across
the country should be
applauded for potentially
providing a local perspec-
tive, rather than carrying on
this continued domination
by London based national
media.  

A report commissioned
by Jeremy Hunt, the Culture
Secretary, looked at the fea-
sibility of creating local tele-
vision news channels in
large cities and conurbations
across the country; and
Greg Dyke, the former BBC
Director-General and
University of York
Chancellor, has advocated
York as a prime example of
where this could also suc-
ceed in smaller cities.

A local channel for York
would not diminish the
importance of national news

channels, but would instead
help create a greater sense
of community within the
city – as well as generating
added interest and aware-
ness of local events. Many
people argue that not

enough happens locally for
a small channel to survive,
but if we let national news
set our agenda we risk los-
ing the identities of individ-
ual towns and cities; and
while eye-catching headline
news may not occur on a
daily basis, these are still
vital issues that matter to
the people living there.

Indeed, Mr Dyke said,
while speaking at the

University, that, “arguably,
the interest in local news
and local features is greater
in smaller cities [like York].”

While regional news
offers the audience an
added alternative or compli-
ment to national news,
some areas, like the city of
York, are not currently
served by one region but are
actually covered by two
regional news teams; and
therefore a local channel
that reported for the whole
of York itself would be bet-
ter for residents. If this were
to be introduced it would
benefit all local media out-
lets by increasing the inter-
est in local issues.

A failure to pilot local
news channels for cities like
York would be an accept-
ance of the dominant role
the national media plays.
Such a view would be detri-
mental to smaller cities
where local television could
act to improve community
relations, and Mr Dyke’s
ambitions for local televi-
sion in York should be
praised.

To join the latest debate and read exclusive web content, go to www.nouse.co.uk/comment

Greg Dyke’s plans to
bring local television
to York should not be
dismissed as entirely
unrealistic.

The Russell Group
recently expressed
concern over the hard-

ships the teaching spending
cuts will bring about in uni-
versities. They emphasised
that the cuts are just the lat-
est in a series that have
already forced universities to
seek all available opportuni-
ties for savings. Whilst other
universities seem set to suf-
fer, regardless of ranking,
the University of York is in a
beneficial position.

Although it may seem
counterintuitive that a drop
of £18 million will benefit
the University, it is impor-
tant to see the bigger pic-
ture. Firstly, the University’s
total income for 2009/10
was £243 million. This fig-

ure has doubled over the last
eight years, and seems likely
to continue rising, despite
the cuts due to the diversity
of sources for the
University’s income. 

York does not rely as
heavily on government input
as others do. Only 26 per
cent of York’s total income
comes from council funding,
compared to the UK average
of 36 per cent. As a result,
the £18 million cut is rela-
tively insignificant, repre-
senting just seven per cent
of the University’s total
income last year.

In terms of develop-

ment York seems safe; the
expenditure for the
Heslington East campus is
covered by private invest-
ment, meaning expansion
can remain unaffected.
Obviously, more accommo-
dation means more students
and subsequently more
tuition fees to cover the lost
teaching grant. But it is not
just a high number of stu-
dents that York will be able
to maintain but also a high
standard of teaching. This is
due to the University’s inter-
departmental funding sys-
tem, which ensures all sub-
jects are financially support-
ed. This prevents any
departments being cut if
they begin to suffer. 

Whilst universities
nationwide have been rely-
ing on government funding,
York is in a good position to
overtake other universities
in the process of weathering
the cuts. With development
able to continue, all courses
and places maintained, and
no department headed for
the chop, York can only be
seen in a positive light when
compared with struggling
competitors. 

As a result, we should
expect York to be climbing
rankings. It is conceivable
that this will then lead to
further private investment,
allowing even less reliance
on council funding. The
University will continue to
establish itself as top
University, excelling in a
tough financial climate
while other establishments
suffer, and will overall bene-
fit from the new cuts.

LLeetttteerrss Nouse, Grimston House, Vanbrugh College

Nouse welcomes your letters. Please indicate if 
they are not intended for publication. 

Email lleetttteerrss@@nnoouussee..ccoo..uukk or write to:

Ducks impede cleaniness on campus

This edition, Nouse
asked:

Is the extent of the infor-
mation revealed by
WikiLeaks acceptable?

710 people voted, with the
majority stating

Yes

““iitt wwoouulldd hheellpp
ccrreeaattee aa
ggrreeaatteerr sseennssee
ooff ccoommmmuunniittyy
wwiitthhiinn tthhee
cciittyy””

Weathering

the cuts
Jonathan
Frost

Martin
Spurr

Dear Nouse,

I am a first year living in Derwent. When
I moved into the college in september we were
given a key to our bedroom and a code for the
outside doors. But now the University has
decided to give us key cards and change the
locks system.

This would be acceptable if they had
enforced the system properly. However they
have only put one keycard system on one door,
out of probably twenty-five doors. This means
the security system is useless as you can walk
different ways through the college and use dif-
ferent doors.

If the University are going to update our
security system they need to do it properly,
rather in such a half hearted and ineffective
fashion. Personal safety comes before any
other priorities, in my opinion.

English Lit/Lang Student

Dear Nouse,

I am a first year living in Vanbrugh
College and would like to issue a complaint
to whoever is in charge of the ducks and
geese on campus. They are a menace to the
perfect order and tidiness of my lakeside col-
lege. But this is not just a rant about the
amount of excrement on all the campus
pathways, the birds are responsible for caus-
ing even more mess this week.

During a block party, I presume, the
bins were tipped over outside of my block. In
search of food these beaked ingrates have
attacked the plastic bags and scattered food
waste across the grass outside my door.
When I looked out of my window in the
morning, I thought it had been snowing, but
it was just the collective remains of tesco bag
and toilet paper. That was yesterday, yet it
still hasn’t been cleaned up.

Who is the custodian of our waterfowl
and when does he intend to clean up after
them? If you are appointed to a position, you
are responsible for those in your care. So
whichever warden is responsible for the
geese etc. ought to ensure that students don’t
have to wake up to rubbish heaped outside of
the flat. Our kitchens are bad enough, we
leave the flat for some cleanliness - have you
ever experienced living with people who
leave their rubbish in communal areas?

While it is lovely having some wildlife
just outside the window, and they are held in
the hearts of the university, I feel that it is the
universities responsibility, and not the stu-
dents’, to clean up the mess left by the ani-
mals. We are paying a lot of money for
accommodation and should only live in self-
inflicted squalor!

Vanbrugh First-Year
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‘‘‘‘££1188mm ccuutt iiss
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Derwent key cards
Dear Nouse,

A couple of days before the start of term I
went to the campus health centre to book a
doctor’s appointment. I tend to see the same
doctor but due to my specific requirements I
was informed that I would have to wait for
over a week for an appointment.

I do not understand how my doctor was
completely booked up before term had even
started. I know that outsiders use the health
centre but surely the majority of their patients
are students.

It is completely unacceptable that I would
have to wait so long for a doctor’s appoint-
ment. Surely the campus health centre’s main
purpose should be to serve students - they
should increase the amount of staff they
employ so that they can actually see patients in
need of care.

Alice,  James College Second-Year

Health centre failure

480 people
voted 
Yes

(67.6%)

230 people
voted 
No

(32.4%)

www.ey.com/uk/careers



AUNTIE CLARA answers your conundrums

Crap! Funding time again.
Finally putting in my applica-
tion for the second MA, but

not entirely sure where all the
money is actually going to come
from. I just don’t feel like my work
is really, y’know, done here. Other
than the slip up at the end of term I
just know I’ve got a really good rep-
utation with students. I mean, I’ve
gotten over a thousand Facebook
friends, surely a serious sign that
I’ve achieving something, right?

What really sucks is that stay-
ing at university seems to depend on
the hollowness of numerical success.
The time I have here, getting
involved in societies and democracy
means far more to me than achiev-
ing something petty like a 2:2. My
supervisor does love to joke with me
about it though – he looked at me
all deadpan like at the start of term
and just goes “I can’t believe you’re
still here”. It’s great to know people
just get a kick out of me being here!

It really strikes me as weird
that you can devote what seems like
your entire life to something and
people seem ready to just forget you
were ever actually there! I mean,
I’ve submitted some amazing UGMs
in my time, so you’ve really got won-
der who’s going to fill my boots
there. Who’ll mandate YUSU to
operate a more sustainable t-shirt
policy? Still, I’m about to hit the big
landmark of 100 UGMs submitted,
and who wouldn’t remember that
awesome fact. Plus, my enormous
influence over the democratic review
coming up should instill my legacy
for years to come – especially if I’m
lucky enough to still be here!

Hey guys! Good news for the rugby team;
Ted’s putting in some massive tackles in
training and the new Wills catalogue

has some amazing hoodies for the chilly winter
aerobic training sessions. I mean this in the
most banterous possible way (obvs) but those
paupers at St John’s are going to get smashed
later in the term!

Have I mentioned how much I love Ted?
The chap is a bloody hero. I know his school
was only a grammar, but bloody hell it does
not show! The way he quaffs a pint is literally
am-aazing, simply fantastic. Can’t wait for the
first social of term to hit Ziggy’s, either, after
the hellhole of exams. We’re literally going to
go down to Yates and just get old like, y’know,
all of the money we’ve got and buy all the
drinks it’ll get us. And then we’re going to
down the hell out of them, chunder or not. I

can’t wait to see the look on Percy’s face when I
make him see off a bunch of double sambucas.
For some reason I always just feel a bit intimi-
dated in that place though – the locals just
seem to ogle us with a thinly disguised envy.

Banterous lash aside, I’ve got real prob-
lems with my future though. Third year is
tough – I stare and stare at site after grad
recruitment site. Father knows somebody at all
of them of course, but y’know, I just don’t
know what’s good enough for me...Business is
just something I deserve, but so is a decent
wage. I hate this talk of bonuses being slashed,
because I’m looking at these wages, and they’re
just not enough to support my lifestyle. I know
all the kids from comps on the team might
make do with £30k, but it’s not enough for me.

I did so miss Ziggy’s over Christmas
though. Tim, from back home in Epsom, is the

best banter ever of course, but I just felt a bit
of a hole in my heart over the break. He took
us out to this like, strip club, for New Years. I
loved it, and spent WAY too much of Dad’s
going out allowance but for some reason I just
missed the cheerleading beauties. The way they
like, will do y’know, almost anything for the
team is just literally amazing. Plus that woman
behind the bar, the one who never looks happy
but you can tell she definitely has a thing for
me? Well, I never really appreciated how good
her serving was ‘til the barmaid in my local
slapped me for saying she’d make a great
housewife when I get on Barclays investment
grad scheme. I suppose money can’t buy you
everything, or get rid of those bloody awful
feminists. So humiliating. And it certainly can’t
buy you the kind of humble appreciation for
your business that you get in that place.

Welcoming the New Year’s
investment prospects

Whew, thank god Christmas is over!
Descending down to my local on
Christmas Eve was a bloody hassle.

My old friends don’t really understand what a
big name I’ve become, and much of my tire-
less efforts to improve things for the people
back in my college are actually often mocked!

I suspect it’s worse behind my back, too,
for shame. The kind of rubbish that non-
Yorkies get up to is really just a bit sad; I
looked through their reams of Oceana photos
with nothing but contempt, it’s really a won-
der how we were best buddies just a few years
ago.

Even my family members were, frankly,
lacking in interest in what is actually a very
serious job. Over Christmas, my awful cousin
actually asked me what I actually did. As if

gran hasn’t told him enough about my elec-
toral success.

Still, their small-town mindsets will
undoubtedly be shaken to their core upon my
imminent election to the YUSU Sabb team.
And then I won’t have to bloody mingle with
them anymore, ha. Their petty crap will be left
behind in that suburban hellhole. Plus my ex
will be positively weeping with regret.

Of course, it’s not always great here in
York. I logged on to Facebook the other day,
waded through my deluge and backlog of
friend requests and caught the message wink-
ing at me at the top of the screen. I opened it,
and for posterity I’ll reprint it in its entirety
for you:

“Hey, I just saw you’re on my friends list...
but I don’t know who you are?”

The rudeness of this forgetful girl
shocked me. I had met her just three weeks
before the end of last term, when I helped her
out at a college event. I replied with nothing
but honesty: “I’m College Chair! Of course you
know me, remember? I’ve also done a load of
stuff for charity and College sport, you’ve got
to know who I am?!”

Ridiculous, I know, but I have to make
sure come elections I’ve got every single vote!
I shall pursue her recognition and approval
relentlessly, although her de-friending me was
a bit of a hinderance.

Student politics are never a joke, and
come NUS conference it’ll be the people
power of every day students that ensures I’m
sat there, making decisions on behalf of every-
body, for the good of everybody.

In the continual pursuit of
campus-wide recognition
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The power of
the UGM

Nouse reads: Blogs of the BNOCs

Hugo Brooks: Alice’s Adventures...
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PPOORRTTUUGGAALL.. AAnn iimmppoorrttaanntt sstteepp ttoo
sseeccuurree PPoorrttuuggaall’’ss ffiinnaanncciiaall ffuuttuurree wwaass
rreeaacchheedd tthhiiss wweeeekk wwhheenn $$11..66 bbiilllliioonn wwaass
rraaiisseedd iinn tthhee bboonndd mmaarrkkeettss,, ddeeppssiittee ffeeaarrss
tthhaatt iinnvveessttoorrss wwoouulldd aavvooiidd ssuuppppoorrttiinngg
tthhee ccoouunnttrryy.. 

BBRRAAZZIILL.. TThhee ddeeaaddlliieesstt ffllooooddss ttoo hhiitt BBrraazziill iinn
4400 yyeeaarrss hhaavvee ccllaaiimmeedd oovveerr 775500 lliivveess iinn tthhee
mmoouunnttaanneeoouuss rreeggiioonn ooff SSeerrrraannaa,, nneeaarr RRiioo ddee
JJaanniieerroo..TThhee nnaattuurraall ddiissaasstteerr hhaass sshhoowwnn hhuuggee
pprroobblleemmss wwiitthh tthhee nnaattiioonnaall ddiissaasstteerr pprreevveenn--
ttiioonn sscchheemmee..

BBHHUUTTAANN.. PPoolliiccee hhaavvee bbeeeenn ggiivveenn tthhee rriigghhtt
ttoo rraaiidd hhoommeess iinn aann eeffffoorrtt ttoo ffiinndd ttoobbaaccccoo,,
bbaannnneedd iinn 22000055.. TThhiiss iiss tthhee llaatteesstt aatttteemmpptt ttoo
bbeeccoommee tthhee ffiirrsstt ssmmookkee--ffrreeee nnaattiioonn iinn tthhee
wwoorrlldd..

RROOMMAANNIIAA.. RRoommaanniiaann wwiittcchheess hhaavvee ccuurrsseedd
tthheeiirr ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt aafftteerr bbeeiinngg oorrddeerreedd ttoo ppaayy
ttaaxxeess ffoorr tthhee ffiirrsstt ttiimmee.. UUssiinngg ccaatt ddrrooppppiinnggss
aanndd ddeeaadd ddooggss,, tthheeyy hhaavvee aallssoo ccaasstt ssppeellllss bbyy
hhuurrlliinngg mmaannddrraakkee iinnttoo tthhee RRiivveerr DDaannuubbee
wwiitthh tthhee ddeessiirree tthhaatt ““eevviill wwiillll bbeeffaallll”” mmiinniiss--
tteerrss.. WWiittcchheess wwiillll nnooww bbee ccoonnssiiddeerreedd sseellff--
eemmppllooyyeedd aanndd lliiaabbllee ffoorr 1166 ppeerr cceenntt iinnccoommee
ttaaxx.. QQuueeeenn WWiittcchh BBrraattaarraa BBuuzzeeaa ssaaiidd:: ““WWee
ddoo hhaarrmm ttoo tthhoossee tthhaatt hhaarrmm uuss..””

GGEEOORRGGIIAA.. AA nneeww TTVV cchhaannnneell,, PPIIKK,, iiss bbeeiinngg
eessttaabblliisshheedd ttoo cchhaalllleennggee MMoossccooww’’ss ddoommiinnaa--
ttiioonn ooff RRuussssiiaann nneewwss.. PPIIKK aaiimmss ttoo ccoovveerr ssttoo--
rriieess hhiiddddeenn bbyy tthhee RRuussssiiaann ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt iinn aann
aatttteemmpptt ttoo ooffffeerr RRuussssiiaannss aa mmoorree ttrruutthhffuull
aaccccoouunntt ooff ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall nneewwss.. PPrreevviioouuss
aatttteemmppttss aatt sseettttiinngg uupp aa nnoonn--ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt
bbaacckkeedd nneewwss oouuttlleett hhaavvee bbeeeenn sshhuutt ddoowwnn bbyy
tthhee RRuussssiiaann ssttaattee.. 

BBEELLGGIIUUMM.. OOnnee ooff BBeellggiiuumm’’ss bbeesstt--
kknnoowwnn aaccttoorrss,, BBeennooiitt PPooeellvvoooorrddee,, hhaass
uurrggeedd ffeellllooww cciittiizzeennss nnoott ttoo sshhaavvee uunnttiill
tthhee ccoouunnttrryy ffiinnaallllyy ffoorrmmss aa ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt.. 
AA ccaarreettaakkeerr ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt hhaass bbeeeenn iinn
cchhaarrggee ooff BBeellggiiuumm ssiinnccee JJuunnee,, sseettttiinngg
tthhee rreeccoorrdd ffoorr tthhee lloonnggeesstt ppeerriioodd wwiitthhoouutt
aa ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt iinn tthhee ppoosstt--wwaarr ppeerriioodd.. 
TThhee aaccttoorr aallrreeaaddyy ssppoorrttss aa nneeaattllyy
ttrriimmmmeedd bbeeaarrdd,, bbuutt iitt iiss uunncclleeaarr hhooww
mmaannyy BBeellggiiaannss wwiillll ffoollllooww hhiiss eexxaammppllee.. 

HUMBLESLAVE

JOHN CARLETON

ISO KNONIK

KATJA SCHULZ

CEEKAY

JAS GD



THE YEAR is less than 20 days old
and the world has witnessed two
political shootings in two contrast-
ing political nations, one in the
supposed pillar of free democracy
in the West, and one in the depths
of the conflicting East.

Political shootings are nothing
new; we’ve experienced the high
profile assassinations of the likes of
JFK and Benazir Bhutto in
America and Pakistan before, but
what is startling is the similarity in
both of these recent plots.

Both Salman Taseer in
Pakistan and Gabrielle Giffords in
America were popular politicians.
Taseer was the powerful ruler of the
Punjab province and senior mem-
ber of the ruling Pakistan People’s
Party, Giffords the ‘rising star’ as a
Democrat congresswoman.

Both the shootings in
Islamabad and Arizona occurred in
broad daylight. Both attackers had

no qualms with being caught. Both
had been radicalised by content on
the internet.

Political commentators stated
how the murder of Salman Taseer
showed the deep divisions within
Pakistani society. The attempted
murder of Giffords shows how
there is a growing element of radi-

calisation, albeit smaller, also in
American society. Whilst there are

those that mourn such a regression
back to violence, it seems there are
always those that come out in sup-
port of it.

Taseer’s killing was centred on
his stance on the harsh blasphemy
laws in Pakistan. Insulting Islam is
seen as a capital offence, and it was
Taseer’s more liberal Westernised
view that resulted in his killing by
his bodyguard, Malik Mumtaz
Hussein Qadri.

Giffords seems to be the victim
of the warped views of a young
American, Jared Loughner.
Loughner had deep feelings against
the American government, and
wanted to prove his point by shoot-
ing not only a member of that gov-
ernment but, unnecessarily, inno-
cent victims as well.

Qadri had been radicalised by
groups of extremists meeting in the
Punjab region. The ease in which
people can be radicalised in these
regions is highly alarming. Over
50,000 radicals in Pakistan
marched in support of Taseer’s
bodyguard. What is even more dis-

turbing for the Pakistan govern-
ment is how these radicals were
able to become part of a politician’s
protection unit.

The cause of such radicalisa-

tion is difficult to pinpoint. In
America, Bill Clinton voiced his
concerns over strong political rhet-
oric being taken too literally, from
Palin’s crosshairs to the burning of
the Koran. Many Pakistani experts
cannot fathom why others have
such a fear of other religions exist-
ing in their country.

These may be two isolated
incidents – we will never be able to
prevent actions by such people.
The internet has been shown to be
difficult to police, and limiting free-
dom of speech online is a slippery
slope to tread.

What is shameful for these
societies is the way that politicians
who are attempting to become
more liberal have their lives
destroyed for their efforts.
Obama’s speech after the Arizona
events struck a chord with many.

However, the irony is that
through the drive to prevent
extremism in less stable regions,
America has failed to notice and
adequately prevent the growing
fanaticism in its own backyard.

Gbagbo, annulled the votes from
the North, claiming the result was
rigged. Ouattara has been con-
fined to a hotel in Abidjan, pro-
tected by former New Forces
rebels, and 800 UN peacekeeep-
ers. His supporters are growing
increasingly impatient and violent.

Reported attacks have been
made towards Gbagbo supporters,
and the UN states there are cur-
rently close to 600 refugees arriv-
ing in Liberia every day. Gbagbo’s
spokeperson claimed people were
fleeing the country after being
threatened by New Forces rebels.

Europe, America, and Canada
have all recognised Ouattara as the
new President, and the US has
frozen the personal accounts of
Gbagbo, his wife, and close aids.
The West African Bank has also
blocked his access to Ivory Coast’s
funds, which will prevent him
from paying the salary of the civil
service and, most critically, the
armed forces.

These sanctions are seen as
the most effective course of action,

however, Ouattara has called for
foreign action despite Gbagbo’s
supporters promising retribution
upon foreign nationals should
there be a military intervention.

Ghana, which borders Ivory
Coast, has quashed intervention
fearing reprisals against the
80,000 Ghanaians living in Ivory
Coast. France has advised its
15,000 nationals currently resi-
dent to leave as a ‘precaution’ after
violence during previous unrest.

The Kenyan Prime Minister
Raila Odinga, who is acting as a
mediator for the African Union, is
to travel to Ivory Coast again this
week in an attempt to break the
deadlock. Should Gbagbo contin-
ue to refuse any notion of a power-
sharing deal, and Ouattara remain
confined within his luxurious
prison, it appears likely this first
taste of violence will only escalate.

The ever prevalent north-
south divide may suck the country
back into the civil unrest that has
characterised the past ten years for
Ivorians.

ON THURSDAY 13 January,
Labour retained the constituency
of Oldham East and Saddleworth
in a by-election that has been con-
sidered the first hurdle for the
coalition government and Labour
Party leader, Ed Miliband.

The unseating of Labour MP
Phil Woolas following the discov-
ery that he made false claims about
his Liberal Democrat opponent
during last May’s election cam-
paign necessitated the by-election.
Last year, Labour won by a narrow
margin of only 103 votes. In the
build-up to the by-election, the
constituency became the focus of
national political debate as the first
challenge to the coalition govern-
ment.

What is most significant
about the result is Labour's gain of
more than ten per cent of the vote.
Any precedent would indicate a
safe Lib Dem victory; last May
they lost by only 0.3 per cent of the
vote. Labour faced a treacherous
uphill battle due to the controversy
caused by Phil Woolas’ ousting, but
the resultant victory proved
smoother sailing than anticipated.

Labour’s victory has been
interpreted as both an indication
of national discontent with the
coalition and a sign of the Liberal
Democrat’s waning popular
appeal.

Over recent weeks Labour
and Lib Dem heavyweights have
been lending support to the cam-
paign. Conservative backbenchers,
on the other hand, have accused
their party leadership of deliberate
passivity in an attempt to aid their
coalition partners. The
Conservative co-chairman,
Baroness Warsi, denied this,
claiming that their loss was
inevitable as they were already in

third place. This has done nothing
to quench the rumours of rising
tensions within the party, which
only increased after the loss of over
half of their votes on Thursday.

The victory has been a boost
to Ed Miliband, quashing fears
within the Labour party that he
was not a credible election winner.
Labour’s candidate, Debbie
Abrahams, emphasized the nation-
al scope of the by-election in her
victory speech, attacking the coali-
tion government by claiming that
they had “let voters down” with
“reckless policies”.

Miliband called the result a
“wake-up call” for the coalition fol-
lowing eight months of controver-
sial and often deeply unpopular
policies on spending. The result
has indicated a fall in the popular-
ity of the Conservative side of the
coalition, since the Lib Dem share
of the vote increased, albeit slight-
ly, by 0.3 per cent. It is too soon to
use this result to determine how
the public will feel four years from
now, but there is no doubt that
Labour will interpret this victory
as an indication of the party’s
renewed strength.

Win for Labour
Jack Barton
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR
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Political turbulence
disrupts    Ivory Coast

The win was a boost for Miliband

Alarming parallels between shooting incidents
POLITICAL EDGE

Alexander
Prowse 

DAVID SHANKBONE

“We have extremists
in our country....We
should try and pre-
vent the extremists
wherever they are
from being able to
commit violence”

Hillary Clinton
US Secretary of State

Giffords was a victim of extremism
that exists even in American politics

The Ivory Coast has descended into turmoil after election controversy

Rose Troup-Buchanan 
POLITICAL CONTRIBUTOR

AT LEAST 200 people have died
after violence erupted in Abidjan,
Ivory Coast.

Tensions have been running
high in the aftermath of the
November 28th elections. The elec-
tion, intended to unify the country,
has descended into farce after the
incumbent President, Laurent
Gbagbo, contested the vote. Gbagbo
has refused to cede power to rival
Alassance Ouattara, despite increas-
ing international pressure, and has
scorned the possibility of a power-
sharing deal. 

A decade ago the Republic of
Ivory Coast was seen as an African
model of stability and prosperity;
however, internal strife erupted into
civil war in 2002, and since then the
country has alternated between
peace deals and violence.

Northerners, the majority of
whom are Muslim migrant workers,
have complained of widespread dis-
crimination; deemed ‘illegible’ to
vote, they have also been denied
nationality cards. In 2002 a troop
mutiny in Abidjan escalated into a
full rebellion voicing the discontent
felt throughout the country.
Thousands were killed. 

The country was split into the
rebel-held (New Forces) North, and
the government-held South.   The
UN peacekeeping force deployed in
2003, creating a buffer-zone
between the north and south. 2010
election was intended to reunite the
 country, but this now appears
unlikely given Gbagbo’s actions.

The UN ratified election gave
54.1 per cent of the vote to Ouattara,
compared with Gbagbo’s 45.9 per
cent. However, the Constitutional
Council, headed by an ally of





Hull can only improve Varsity for York students

TheMixer
THE FOOTBALLING world has
reached its silly season. Big name
signings are being “spotted” at train
stations up and down the country,
anonymous youngsters are being
touted as wonderkids and, due to
incessant phone calls, the wife of
Robbie Keane’s agent hasn’t been
able to sleep for weeks.

Not only is the transfer win-
dow open, it seems we seem to be
in the middle of an undesignated
sacking window. Mike Ashley, ever
the trendsetter, started it all off
with the sacking of the seemingly
too nice Chris Hughton. Since then
13 other managers in the football
league have been forced to sit at
home all day, settling down in front
of Jeremy Kyle and/or adding to
the number of people visiting the
internet’s most popular sites.

Perhaps they all get together.
It makes a nice image. Hughton
would probably offer to host, they
would turn him down though on
the basis that Laws does a brilliant
lasagne. So they’d all go round to
his, it wouldn’t take long, they all
live in Cheshire these days, regard-
less of where they work. Big Sam
Allardyce would probably be crack-
ing jokes, he told a great one with
him and Real Madrid recently.

They could share stories of
their sackings and how badly treat-
ed they had been at their clubs;

Kevin Dillon (recently sacked by
Aldershot) would probably be
ignored on the basis that nobody
really cares. Imagine the faces of
this group of out-of-work managers
when they learned that the-very-
possibly-mental Roy Keane had
been given the boot. As interesting
as Keano is, you don’t want him at
your house, he’d probably snap
your suave IKEA light in half on the
basis that it was being lazy.

TM likes the idea that they’d
all get a nice send-off when they left
the ranks of the unemployed in

order to take up another manageri-
al post. Imagine the party that will
be thrown if Gareth Southgate ever
gets himself another job.

So if you do find yourself
recently sacked from a Football
League club, give Bryan Robson a
ring, he tends to organise these
events. Console yourself with the
knowledge there will be another
job soon and if you get chatting to
Gary Megson try your hardest to
appear interested in his inane ram-
blings. He’s only trying his best.
You might even get a job soon.

SAM ASFAHANI’S decision to
replace York St. John with the
University of Hull should be
applauded for re-invigorating a
competition that has long since
gone from being a competitive
event, to an annual walk in the
park for York. Far from the occa-
sion being an absorbing contest
between two rivals, Varsity now
resembles something of a mis-
match. With the odd exception, St.
John’s sides are no match for York’s
teams.

Last year’s competition was
particularly one sided, York win-
ning by 91.25 points to St John’s
19.25, with the event pretty much
won by York a few hours into
Sunday, despite the lack of rugby
fixtures; games that York were
guaranteed to gain points from.
Even if York had only participated
in the three events in which St.
John won points, York still would
have won Varsity. The one-sided
nature of the event resulted in
there being sparse crowds in atten-
dance and the ambitious attempts
to turn Varsity into a money spin-

ner failed miserably; the competi-
tion managed to produce a loss of
one pound.

Inviting Hull to compete
instead of St. John will result in a
real warm-up for York’s teams
before Roses. Last year’s easy win
and lack of competitive action on
the weekend probably contributed
to York’s disappointing Roses
defeat in Lancaster. For example,
St. John’s netball fourths, despite
playing in the BUCS
Championship, were beaten by a
hastily assembled College barbar-
ians side, by the huge margin of 53-
6. Wins by large margins in the
swimming and basketball match-
ups proved to be an irrelevant indi-
cator of form when it came to
Roses; the basketball teams lost
both games they played, as did
York’s swimmers. Instead of prov-
ing to be a useful testing ground for
university teams, Varsity had
become a chance to fill your boots
for most teams and provide little
useful feedback for the team cap-
tains.

BUCS fixtures cannot repli-
cate the kind of intensity a weekend
tournament produces, where teams
have to hit the ground running
from hour one and every result
contributes to the whole competi-
tion. Each team has to compete
with a different mindset, some-
thing that BUCS games don’t
breed. If Hull can provide York

with a real contest in February,
teams will be able to learn a lot
from their performances. York’s
sports teams probably didn’t gain
much, if anything, from last year’s
Varsity competition.

Purists may argue that the
universities of York and Hull have
little connection and that the rival-
ry between York and St. John
should be maintained, but this
misty-eyed analysis ignores the
reality of Varsity. The event should
be there to serve as the main
warm-up for Roses, and should be
as competitive as possible. Every
side that plays Lancaster in May
will benefit from a severe workout
against Hull, a university that will
be determined to win and has the
resources to provide an accurate
reflection of the challenge that
Roses is. Convincing York victories
are pointless.

This year SCAN, Lancaster’s
student newspaper, has identified
Roses 2011 as their best chance at
an away victory in a long while,
and it is because of this that York
needs to go into the competition
with maximum preparation and
match practice. Many, including
this newspaper, were guilty of
underestimating Lancaster’s chal-
lenge last year and if we are to
regain the Carter James Trophy
this time round, a competitive
weekend against Hull will provide
the perfect warm-up.

IItt’’ss aa mmaannaaggeerriiaall mmeerrrryy--ggoo--rroouunndd......ddoo yyoouu ggeett iitt??

Peter
Iveson

SPORTS 
CONTRIBTOR

PPhhiill TTaayylloorr cceelleebbrraatteess aaggaaiinnsstt HHuullll,, tthhee uunnii wwhhoo hhaavvee rreeppllaacceedd SStt.. JJoohhnn

ONE HALF of TM is an ardent
Ipswich fan. If that upsets any
readers who believed there was an
omniscient, omnipotent and
benevolent being who took time
out to contribute to a student rag -
then apologies. Why stop now, I
hear you say? The other half sup-
ports Charlton/Leeds/Stevenage.
Some may call him a gloryhunter
but with those clubs he is really
anything but.

Anyway, TM digresses.
Watching my team deliver a
tactical masterclass to Arsenal
last Wednesday was up there
with the best experiences of
my life. I fall short of calling
it ‘the best’ because I once
received a prize for spelling
from my local MP Julie
Kirkbride; now that, my
friends, was something
special.

When you’ve beaten
one of the best teams in the
world you feel good, so to hear
Mr Cesc ‘I don’t even start for
Spain’ Fabregas liken our style to
that of “rugby” was pretty upset-
ting. This was the man who had
been outplayed by  Colin Healy, a
man who comes as near as any
footballer ever has to being discov-

ered as part of Channel Four’s
‘Faking It’ series. To quote numer-
ous pundits, “at the end of the day,
football is all about winning”. I feel
like Jamie Redknapp having
imparted those pearls of wisdom.

It might seem ludicrously sim-
ple but it’s a fact that has
appeared to have evaded
Cesc. It doesn’t matter how
many times you nutmeg an

opponent or
run half the

length of the pitch juggling
the ball on your head, the
winner is the team who scores
the most goals.

He also had a pop at the
carpet that is Portman Road -
Head Groundsman Alan
Ferguson (winner of
Groundsman of the Year no less
than five times) would not have
been impressed. So, Cesc, stop
mouthing off and deliver the goods.
You should have hammered little
Ipswich but you didn’t - and for
that you have only yourself to
blame. The only problem is, like
poking a bear, Ipswich have now
riled the little Spaniard. He might
very well humiliate us. I’m just nip-
ping off to London to park a coach
in front of Marton Fulop’s goal...

Fabregas unaware there
are no points for style

PETER IVESON
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You’ve been sacked? Brian Laws does a great lasagne.
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Local side Yopen taste victory in Ultimate tournament

LOCAL SIDE Yopen managed
to claim glory in a competitive and
enjoyable Ultimate tournament
hosted at the University last
Saturday. With over 24 teams tak-
ing part there was something of a
carnival atmosphere inside the tent
and Yopen were able to hold off the
challenge of the imaginatively
named ‘Danger! High Voltage!’ to
secure the trophy.

The tournament attracted
teams from not just York but also
from the whole of the North of

Yopen secured the title with a victory over ‘Danger! High Voltage’ in the final of last Saturday’s tournament

Simon Bromley
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

exploited their numerical advan-
tage, one shouldn’t take anything
away from York’s astute tackling
display which ensured they went
into the break with their 7-0 lead
in tact.

Liverpool started the second
half well, playing simple pick-and-
go rugby which succeeded in draw-
ing a series of penalties. Eventually
the referee controversially sent off
Mortimer for an alleged “tripping”
incident.

This was quickly followed by
Liverpool levelling proceedings
with a try off a scrum about ten
yards out. It seemed this would be
the turning point with Liverpool
well positioned to go on and score
again against the fourteen men.

But this spirited York team
were never going to capitulate, and
despite being a man down they
were still able to offer an attacking
threat. Good work from the for-
wards drew a penalty inside
Liverpool’s 22 which was coolly
slotted over, in difficult windy con-
ditions, by full-back Bremner.

York were then once again
under pressure, but continued
their impressive tackling to close
out the game in dogged fashion.
Proud captain Tom Weir praised
his team’s “grit and astonishing
precision in closing out the game”.

Weir has good reason to be
pleased with his team going into
the New Year after just one loss in
what he described as an “admitted-
ly dire game” against Leeds Met.

PETER IVESON
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thrilling conclusion to the first
half. Although York were helped by
Liverpool’s one-dimensional
attacking play which saw the visi-
tors fail to shift the ball out wide
where they could have better

Henry Cowen
SPORTS EDITOR

England, proof of Ultimate’s ever
growing popularity. There were
over 104 games played over the two
days with the University able to
supply four teams for the first time,
including a women’s team. 

York’s firsts, nicknamed
Yorkshire Puddings for the day,
found themselves finishing in sixth
place while the side effectively ful-
filling the role of the seconds,
Yorkshire Terriers. ended up in
twentieth. Yorkshire Tea (spotted
the theme?) who were essentially
the third team, pulled off some-
thing of a shock by overcoming the
Terriers to secure themselves six-
teenth spot.

The women’s side, captained
by the club’s Press & Publicity
Officer Lola Denham, chose the
name Reverse Cowgirls but it
brought them no luck as they rode
into last place. Despite this they did
win the Spirit award, something
that may have softened the blow of
propping up the rest of the table.

Another team whose perform-
ance was worth taking note of was
Fish, visiting from rivals Lancaster.
The team from the Red Rose
acquitted themselves fairly well but
finished well behind the White
Rose in twelfth place, solidly mid-
table, ensuring a less than jubilant
trip back over the Pennines.

The men’s firsts captain Steve
Eyres reflected on the day with a
large amount of positivity: [the fact
the club got four teams out is] “tes-
tament to how vibrant and thriving
the club currently is, while our
alumni accounted for three other
teams, and residents of York two

more. With great support from
University of York Sports and
Recreation Service, York Links and
everyone from the University who
helped with organising, the tourna-
ment ran very smoothly on both
days and has been the highlight of
the indoor season for a good many.”

Rachel McCulloch, captain of
the women’s firsts as well as the

YORK’S RUGBY firsts closed out
an eventful match on the 22 Acres
to earn a place in the next round of
the cup. In a match that saw two
yellow cards and one red for the
home team, York have good reason
to be pleased with their against the
odds 10-7 victory.

York started the game impres-
sively, driven on by a strong per-
formance from the forwards. Their
efforts were rewarded early in the
first half as the pack drove power-
fully off a line-out, allowing
William Forsythe to score the
game’s first try.

The rest of the first half was a
tight affair, with neither team
proving able to assert any real
dominance. Clever running from
York fly-half James Mortimer and
winger Gabriel Adebiyi showed
York had the more dangerous
backs, but they were unable to add
to the score line.

As the first half wore on
Liverpool were able to establish a
period of possession deep inside
the White Rose’s 22, the conse-
quent desperate defence resulting

in yellow cards for Mortimer and
Rory McGregor. Down to thirteen
men; it was backs to the wall time
for the home side, but they
responded with an impressive
defensive performance in a

Another Liverpool attack is thwarted by a resilient York defence. York’s 10-7 victory is a good start to the year

PETER IVESON

University of York                     10 
University of Liverpool             7

Controversial red card for York in a heated
encounter fails to prevent winning start to year

director of the tournament, was
also extremely pleased with how
the day went: “It was a good tour-
nament and good that such a minor
sport attracted so much attention,
not just from teams from all over
York, but from teams from all over
the north. We had some good
results against Lancaster, which
sets us up well for Roses as well.”

Tournament results
1. Yopen1
2. Danger! High Voltage
3. Some team
4. EEEU
5. See This
6. Yorkshire puddings
7. Bangor
8. Flying Aces
9. Hulls Angels
10. See That
11. Steal
12. Fish 1
13. Carl's birthday team
14. Lincoln
15. Pies
16. Yorkshire Tea
17. Lemmings
18. Fish 2
19. Duffa
20. Yorkshire Terriors
21. NC Hammer
22. Yopen2
23. Quad Vods
24. Reverse Cowgirls

Invented in 1968 by American stu-
dent Joel Silver the game reached
the UK in the 1980s. In 2006 it
became a BUCS accredited sport
within the UK, and in the USA over
12,000 students play Ultimate. The
game prides itself on the spirit in
which the matches are played.

Ultimate Factfile



MEN’S RUGBY

Their winter’s tale: The rugby firsts got off to a flier last term. Four wins in a row - including success in the

first round of the Men’s Trophy Knockout and a remarkable victory against Leeds after being 26-10 down

at half time - sees them sitting in a four-way tie for second spot.While the second team were not quite as

successful, they can take the positives from three wins and a marginal loss to Durham.

New Year’s Resolution: The first team have to regain momentum after a loss to Leeds Metropolitan

Carnegie before the onset of the inclement weather. Captain TomWeir’s aim?“Maintain Fortress 22

Acres”.

In their words: Weir was positive about his side’s chances of promotion, suggesting that it could come

down to how they fare against Manchester firsts, who he warned were “looking extremely hot”.

GEORGE LOWTHER
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MEN’S HOCKEY

Their winter’s tale: After a bad

start the men’s firsts picked up

their form to end on a high, help-

ing to banish the memory an 8-0

thumping courtesy of Newcastle.

Their first game this term - a clash

against Durham - could provide

them with the incentive to push

for promotion this year.

New Year’s Resolution: The sec-

onds can hope to start this year as

they finished the last. Five wins in

six games means they have plenty

of confidence to challenge local

rivals Leeds in the third round of

the cup. The firsts will look to

induce a high level of consistent

performances and reap rewards

from their new 3-2-3-2 formation.

In their words: “I wouldn't say pro-

motion is our primary aim this sea-

son. I think a top three spot

though is something we should

achieve...Another of our targets for

the rest of the season is retaining

the BUCS cup.” - Richard Larkin.

WOMEN’S HOCKEY

Their winter’s tale: The women’s first team reaffirmed their stature as strong contenders for promotion. Just two

conceded goals and an 8-0 demolition of Leeds highlight their capability. The second team have followed in a simi-

lar vein and it is testament to the strength of the York hockey program that they, too, are unbeaten. 

New Year’s Resolution: A replication of last term’s form would, you would have to think, be enough for both

of the teams to challenge strongly for promotion. The seconds are the only team in their league

yet to concede a goal and should aim to maintain the formidable defensive line-up.

In their words: “As president, this is by far the most successful season the women have had in BUCS within my three

years in the club. I just hope the nightmare of rearranging BUCS doesnt affect promotions chances. “ - Laura Pepper.

WOMEN’S

NETBALL

Their winter’s

tale: The firsts

have been inconsistent; with

seven games a total of three wins

and four losses out of seven

games. The seconds have fared

better and will be able to draw

from four victories to carry them

into the new year. The third team

are, however, in need of a boost

after suffering four losses and just

one victory.

New Year’s Resolution: The firsts

could benefit from consistency

and, while their point-scoring abili-

ty is not in doubt, stronger

defense could mean near losses

turn into wins.

In their words: “I am so pleased

with all three teams. Our Coach

Mel Duncan has taken us

onto a new level.” -

Cesca Dessain.

WOMEN’S     

FENCING

Their winter’s tale: The season

is approaching its

final quarter and

the table makes

grim reading. With only one win to

their name from six matches, the team

may face a play-off against one of the

top Division One sides for the right to

remain in the top division.

New Year's Resolution: York’s

épéeistes are among the best, but if

the same could be said for the other

two weapons the spectre of relega-

tion would not be hanging over the

team. Against reigning champions

Edinburgh, York scored nearly twice as

many points in their favourite weapon

as their opponents, yet lost the match.

Perhaps it would count as a Christmas

wish rather than a new year’s resolu-

tion, but Louise Highton and her team

should have asked Santa for a new

Sabreuse.

In their words: “It has been a really

tough season and obviously it was

disappointing we couldn’t get a team

out against Edinburgh. Crucially, all

year we’ve done our best” - Becky Ellis. 

2011 for York Sport:
New year, new York?
Deputy Sports Editors Sam Morgan and George Bouras
assess how last term went for seven of York’s biggest teams
and ask what they need to do this term in order to push on. 

MEN’S FOOTBALL

Their winter’s tale: After a solid but

unspectacular start, York find them-

selves fourth out of six teams. One

game shy of the mid-season mark, the

team is approaching a crossroads in

their season. One win from a play-off

position, yet two points above the rel-

egation zone, the next league game

at home to unbeaten league-leaders

Leeds Met seconds will be a stern test

that may well dictate whether they’ll

be fighting a battle for promotion or

against relegation. 

New  Year’s resolution: Their mid-

table league position belies the

team’s potential and, to an extent,

their performances, so it’s frustrating

that some mistakes have been costly.

They need to cut these errors if

they are to kick on this term.

In their words: Club President Sam

Clitheroe remains positive for the sec-

ond half of the side’s campaign and

still sees promotion as a very realistic

target: “silly losses have left us a cou-

ple of points back but we have to play

the two of the teams above us at

home on ‘Fortress 22’ where we

haven't lost in two years”.

MEN’S BADMINTON

Their winter’s tale: Two wins from seven leaves the men’s firsts in a relegation battle. With

Leeds almost certain to go down, York will need to beat them in their next fixture and hope

for a favourable result against Newcastle to set up a possible relegation decider in a

rearranged fixture with Liverpool which is likely to be the final match of the season.

New Year's Resolution:  Nothing stands out that warrants serious review, but they might join

the women’s fencers in a prayer of new year supplication – in their case, for protection

from injuries which have blighted their season. With the team’s top players now back the

York side have their best chance of climbing out of trouble.

In their words: Captain James Davies is bullish about his side’s chances of beating the

drop. He says that he is “expecting wins in the next few games which will keep [his side] from

relegation and maybe competing for third place”.
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ANNUAL VARSITY sports tourna-
ment is set for a major overhaul as
the University of Hull will replace
close neighbours York St. John in a
bid to create a more worthwhile
and competitive tournament.

The tournament, which was
revived last year by York Sport
President Emily Scott, after a fix-
ture pile-up had made it untenable
in 2009, has never been won by St.
John and proved less than compet-
itive last time out. Even if the event

Rugby firsts
defeat Liverpool

The Ultimate tournament

The men’s rugby firsts
returned to action with a
hardfought 10-7 victory
over the University of
Liverpool, despite being
reduced to 14 men after
a debatable dismissal

One of York’s lesser known
sports took centre stage last
Saturday as the tent hosted an
Ultimate Frisbee tournament
with over 100 games taking
place. Local side Yopen left vic-
torious but the University were
able to enter four teams

RUGBY FIRSTS >> P18

Follow us online at www.twit-
ter.com/nousesport and listen
to our weekly Nouse Sport
Podcast for regular opinions
and views on all things York
Sport and national issues.

What will this year bring?

Nouse investigates the fortunes of
seven of York’s biggest teams and
asks what’s in store for them in
2011.

Follow Nouse
Sport online

www.ey.com/uk/careers

SPORT
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suing. The new structure means
more clubs and more teams will be
able to represent at the weekend,
making it a larger spectacle.”

It is unclear whether
Asfahani’s intention to expand the
tournament to a White Rose
Varsity including Leeds Trinity All
Saints College, as well as St. John
and Hull, still stands. Nouse
understands that although the
plans are on hold, they have not
been shelved permanently.

The attempt to revamp Varsity
comes in response to an overall

ULTIMATE FRISBEE >> P18 www.nouse.co.uk/sport

had been restricted to the only
three sports in which St. John had
scored points, York would have
still triumphed by 20.5 points to
19.25. As it was Varsity was secured
by a 70 point margin, as York won
by 91.25 to 19.25.

Current York Sport President,
Sam Asfahani, described negotia-
tions which left St. John out in the
cold as “very amicable” but was
also forthright regarding why the
decision had been taken: “If it isn’t
beneficial to students and it’s los-
ing money, then it’s not worth pur-

financial loss of one pound
incurred during last year’s tourna-
ment as YUSU run events pro-
duced under-par returns.
Although there is little doubt that a
contest with Hull will be more
competitive, there is a worry that
without the local rivalry the tour-
nament will simply be a pre-cursor
to the more important Roses.

Men’s hockey player and the
Women’s coach, Richard Larkin,
stated that: “I think it’s a shame
that York Sport feels the need to
replace St. John with Hull. For me

the whole point of Varsity is the
local derby aspect. Hull seems like
just an arbitrary choice of another
university, I mean, as far as I know
we have no real history or rivalry
with them.”

However, A second year
sportsman, who chose to remain
anonymous, saw the change as “def-
initely positive. St. John was a noth-
ing fixture, Hull will provide a
much better warm-up for Roses
which, to be honest, is what we’re
all aiming for anyway.”

The future of Varsity up in the air as
Hull replace neighbours York St. John
Jake Farrell
SPORTS EDITOR

Billy Walsh in action in last year’s Varsity hockey match.This year will see York’s finest do battle with the University of Hull instead of local rivals York St John university

PETER IVESON
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