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CONCERNS HAVE been raised re-
garding the homophobic behaviour 
of a representative of the University 
of York Christian Union (UYCU) 
during the society’s ‘Text-A-Pan-
cake’ event on 17 February.

The event involves students 
texting the society a question about 
Christianity and then receiving a  

pancake delivered to their accom-
modation block alongside the an-
swer to their question.

A student residing in Alcuin 
College told Nouse that four repre-
sentatives from the UYCU arrived 
at a first-year accommodation block 
after one of the flats asked: “Why 
does God hate gay people?”

A woman acting as a member 
of the society was said to have made 

homophobic and offensive com-
ments towards the students, some 
of whom defined as LGBTQ.

During the visit, one of the  four 
representatives, a young female, re-
vealed that she was not a student at 
the University. However, this was 
not made clear at the time, and stu-
dents have raised concerns that the 
UYCU allowed non-students to say 
such inflammatory remarks on their 

behalf.
The woman in question ex-

pressed a number of views includ-
ing “love the sinner, hate the sin” 
in reference to homosexuality, and 
said that homosexuals should “ab-
stain” from both relationships and 
marriage. 

A student who spoke to the 
UYCU members in question said: 
“I thought that I was done with that 

kind of homophobia way before uni-
versity, so to come here and to have 
someone act like I’m a problem, 
with a massive smile on their face, 
when you’re not expecting it and all 
you want is a pancake, is just tiring 
and upsetting.” 

The UYCU have since apolo-
gised and the incident is being in-
vestigated. Similar experiences have 
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Vanbrugh logo to be 
reviewed

The Vanbrugh College logo could be 
set for a redesign following discus-
sions regarding a new logo on social 
media. Millie Beach, Chair of Van-
brugh College, told Nouse: “We are 
pursuing the possibility of updat-
ing the Vanbrugh logo. Having said 
this, the process will undoubtedly 
be a fairly lengthy one and we really 
want as much student support and 
consensus as possible because it is a 
massive investment for the College 
and JCRC to make.” The current 
Vanbrugh College logo is a bird fly-
ing over the letter V.

Nisa ex-manager steals 
thousands from store

The former manager of the Nisa in 
Halifax College has been convicted 
of stealing £3,857.80 from the store. 
Martin James Stubbs, 46, pleaded 
guilty to stealing from the till on five 
separate occasions between 6 Janu-
ary and 24 January. Stubbs later 
confessed his crimes after his con-
science prevented him from taking 
any more. He had been hiding debts 
of £250,000 from his wife. Stubbs 
lost his job as a result of his thefts 
and has been sentenced to 240 
hours of unpaid work and must re-
pay the money he stole. 

News in brief
Universities told to take 
on more poorer pupils 

The Office of Fair Access has or-
dered the Russell Group universi-
ties, including the University of 
York, to double their intake of disad-
vantaged students each year. Middle 
class students are seven times more 
likely to go to university than their 
working class peers. It is hoped the 
number of disadvantaged students 
gaining university placements will 
reach 40,000 by 2020. In 2011, a 
record 22,000 students from poorer 
background went to university. De-
bates on the issue continue to domi-
nate the academic agena.

Campus food outlets
recognised for service 

We are always on the lookout for writers, photographers and cartoonists to join our team. It doesn’t matter if you have never written for Nouse 
before, send an email to editor@nouse.co.uk, or to muse@nouse.co.uk for Muse sections, to get involved. 
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Grace

And... we’re back. Nouse 
has been on a bit of a 

spring break but we are 
officially back in business 
with a stellar edition.

With Nouse editors be-
ing transported around 
the country to London for 
Fashion Week and Dur-
ham to watch a defeated 
York side at Varsity, this 
edition has left us with 
many a tired editor and 
photographer. That’s not 

even taking into considera-
tion the effort made to try 
and be funny on our YUSU 
elections live blog... 

Although it seems too 
early in my time as Editor 
to be getting soppy, I’d like 
to thank all the team in-
volved who have done such 
a fantastic job.

It really does make the 
Nouse experience memo-
rable. 

This edition’s front 

page details an incident 
involving the University’s  
Christian Union, in which 
the LGBTQ Network is 
demanding an apology for 
the caused offence. 

This is just one exam-
ple of many that highlights 
the ongoing prevalence of 
homophobia on campus, 
and it is sad to see. 

Also worrying at pre-
sent is the University’s ap-
parent use of a subsidary 

company as a way to re-
main uncommited to pay-
ing the Living Wage to 
some of the on-campus 
staff we see every day. 

The University still 
needs to be more transpar-
ent with its policies, and 
more importantly, with 
what they tell the student 
body. We are far too often 
left in the dark. 

That’s enough from me. 
Happy holidays everyone!  

P20

The Edge has been nominated for a 
Professional@York award for Out-
standing Customer Service along 
with Cookies, which is situated in 
the Biology department. A testi-
monial published on the University 
of York’s website called The Edge’s 
service “exceptional” and praised 
Wentworth staff for always being 
“helpful”. The results of the Profes-
sional@York awards will be an-
nounced during a conference on 16 
March in Central Hall. The initia-
tive aims to support staff and value 
their work.



been reported. A former college tu-
tor, who also identifies as LGBTQ, 
said: “I had lots of friends who were 
active within the Christian Union 
throughout university and I rarely 
felt uncomfortable around them. 
The views these Christian Union 
members have expressed aren’t par-
ticularly inflammatory given their 
religion, but I am surprised and 
upset that they would voice those 
views within a private, safe accom-
modation space.”

The concerns were brought to 
the attention of Sophie Jorgensen-
Rideout, LGBTQ Officer for Alcuin 
College, who said: “Another student 
informed me that a Christian Union 
group had come into their flat dur-
ing the ‘Text-A-Pancake’ day and 
responded to their question of LG-
BTQ acceptance within the church 
with an inappropriate comment. 

“I reported this to Dominic 
Smithies [Chair of Alcuin College] 
as it was clear to me that it’s unac-
ceptable for them to do this. 

“We’ve reached a resolution 
with them, and I hope this situa-
tion doesn’t repeat itself as it’s not 
acceptable to voice these views - es-
pecially not to come into someone’s 
home and do so.”

Maddie Boden, speaking on 
behalf of LGBTQ Network,  told 
Nouse: “We accept that there should 

be a diverse range of societies and 
organisations on campus that repre-
sent the broad interests and beliefs 
of all students on campus. 

“However, the LGBTQ Network 
does not believe that homosexuality 
[being] a sin is one [that should be 
promoted] and we are incredibly 
disappointed to hear that students 
in the Christian Union, during a 
Christian Union event, were pro-
moting that message without solici-
tation in an accommodation block.

“People have a right to their in-
dividual beliefs but the Network be-
lieves individuals also have a right to 
live their lives with any sexual orien-
tation, gender identity, and right to 
a relationship if they so wish. 

“The sort of sentiments ex-
pressed by this Christian Union 
member have no place at an event  
run by a YUSU-approved society 
and we would expect a full apology 
from the Christian Union.”

The UYCU committee respond-
ed to the complaints by saying: “The 
University of York Christian Union 
wants to make all of our activities 
engaging and welcoming to all stu-
dents regardless of their religion, 
gender, ethnicity or sexual orienta-
tion. 

“It is never our intention to 
cause offence to anyone on the basis 
of their sexual orientation, and we 
are very sorry if this is perceived to 

have happened.”
Policy thirteen of the Univer-

sity’s Policy on Religion, Belief and 
Non-Belief states: “All members of 
the University community have the 
right to freedom of thought, con-
science and religion. However, if 
beliefs are promoted in a way that 

impinges on the rights and free-
doms of others, this may result in 
disciplinary action.”

Chris Wall, Student Activities 
Officer, expressed his disappoint-
ment at the incident. He said: “We 
are investigating as no student 
should be made to feel uncomfort-

able in their own college. There are 
also concerns to be addressed about 
non-student members representing 
societies. If anyone has any issues 
like this in future we encourage stu-
dents to report them immediately 
to YUSU and their college welfare 
team.”

SEVERAL SOCIETIES at the Uni-
versity of York have criticised the 
way YUSU have handled suggested 
mergers.

Ben Lairig, a society which 
organises weekend trips and chal-

lenging walks to mountainous ar-
eas in the UK and abroad, officially 
merged with Outdoor Society at the 
start of the academic year after fail-
ing to meet the criteria for being re-
ratified during the summer of 2014.

According to the Ben Lairig 
comittee, the merger went ahead 
despite neither society advocating 

it. The committee told Nouse: “We 
are disappointed that YUSU has not 
allowed us to stay as an independ-
ent club, and are unhappy with how 
they have handled the issue.

“Throughout the whole process 
we felt we weren’t being listened to, 
and that YUSU were not interested 
in hearing our concerns. We also 

felt that YUSU were not as upfront 
with us as they could have been, and 
refrained from telling us about de-
cisions until they had already been 
made.”

The most common reason be-
hind potential society merging 
is  that societies are perceived by 
YUSU to fulfil similar aims. Howev-
er, Ben Lairig said that the trips they 
offered were very different to those 
offered by Outdoor Society. 

Other societies have expressed 
similar concerns about YUSU’s un-
derstanding of their purposes, in-
cluding The Looking Glass Anthol-
ogy. It was told it was unlikely to be 
re-ratified a few weeks ago, and ad-
vised by YUSU to merge with Ink-
lings, a creative writing society, al-
though the societies were eventually 
reassured they would not be merged 
following meetings with YUSU. 

However, Lois Ollerenshaw, 
Editor in Chief of The Looking 
Glass Anthology, said: “The circum-
stances would have been improved 
if I had been given some forewarn-
ing of the issue before I was called 
into YUSU, or if the meeting had 
been framed as more of a consulta-

tion. As it was, the initial meeting 
did not provide a good opportunity 
for me to explain why a merger be-
tween The Looking Glass and Ink-
lings would not be ideal.”

The Ben Lairig committee told 
Nouse: “YUSU’s top-down policy of 
forcing societies to merge against 
their will severely affects the iden-
tity and autonomy of these societies 
and limits their ability to cater to-
wards the needs of the student body 
as a whole.” 

Chris Wall, Student Activities 
Officer, told Nouse: “Our society rat-
ification criteria is standard to other 
unions and was voted in by all socie-
ties at last year’s open meeting. We 
want to support all student groups 
and societies committee suggested 
that by merging they could become a 
stronger force with more members, 
a bigger presence and better sup-
port. This has already been incred-
ibly successful with Dance and Bal-
let, as well as Hardzine, Circulation 
and Zahir. We are looking at how 
the matter of how we communicate 
these issues to student groups and 
are learning from previous experi-
ences how to best approach them.”
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LGBTQ Network disappointed 
by homophobia at UYCU event
 >>> Continued from front 

Societies call for greater clarity from 
YUSU over suggested society mergers 

Louisa Britton 
NEWS REPORTER
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Ben Lairig merged with Outdoor Society at the start of the academic year after failing the re-ratification process

IMAGE: BEN LAIRIG

UYCU held a ‘Text-A-Pancake’ event last year too,  answering questions that students texted in about Christianity

We are disappointed to hear 
about this issue, especially 
as it has been drawn to our 
attention two weeks after it 
occurred. We are investigat-
ing as no student should have 
to feel uncomfortable in their 
own college. There are also 
concerns to be addressed 
about non-student members 
representing societies.



STUDENTS FROM the Green 
Party, Liberal Democrats, Labour, 
Socialists and Quakers campus so-
cieties have urged the University to 
ensure greater equality in the pay of 
all staff. 

However, a University official 
has confirmed that the University 
is highly unlikely to apply for Living 
Wage accreditation.

Being awarded the Living Wage 
Employer mark would ensure that 
every member of staff employed by 
the University of York is paid a sal-
ary of £7.85 an hour. 

According to David Duncan, 
University Registrar and Secretary, 
the University currently pays all its 
staff at rates above those set by the 
Living Wage Foundation (LWF).

However, staff employed by 
York Conferences Limited (YCL), 
a subsidiary company for the Uni-
versity of York, are not included in 
the University’s policy to pay a mini-
mum of the Living Wage to all em-
ployees. 

Duncan confirmed that some 
staff employed by YCL are paid 
slightly lower than the Living Wage 
equivalent, due to the fact that the 
company is not required to pay it 
to its employees. Employees of YCL 
include those in catering, such as 

Costa in Roger Kirk, the running of 
sports facilities, retail outlets such 
as Nisa, Design and Print and con-
ferencing.

Duncan said: “YCL has to com-
pete with other businesses in the 
city where wage rates and condi-
tions are significantly worse. 

“In addition, the trading year 
on campus is constrained by the 
fact that more than 80 per cent of 
students are off campus for at least 
12 weeks a year.

“Our policy is to take account of 
the LWF rates in our annual nego-
tiations with the campus trade un-
ions, but not to guarantee that we 
will always follow the LWF's recom-
mendations.” 

However, Sam Maguire, YUSU 
President, said: “This does not mean 
that it isn’t something that the Un-
ion should pursue if the students 
think it is the right thing to do.”

Stuart Maule, coordinator of 
the student-led Living Wage cam-
paign, said he felt that the use of 
YCL as a subsidiary “is a tactic the 
University of York has used to avoid 
paying the Living Wage to those it is 
aimed to support the most”.

He added: “When students 
made demands to the University to 
pay the Living Wage to all its staff, 
the University effectively created a 
loophole by expanding YCL’s opera-

tions and shifted University of York 
positions to YCL.”

Maule also expressed his con-
cerns about the University’s refusal 
to communicate with students 
backing the campaign. He told 
Nouse: “The University of York has 
behaved with total disregard for 

safeguarding their most vulnerable 
members of staff.” 

He called the University’s poli-
cy to acknowledge the LWF for all 
employees a “refusal to make any 
commitment to its most vulnerable 
staff at a time when the salary of the 
Vice-Chancellor is higher than ever 

before.” 
In 2013, YUSU passed a policy 

that aimed to implement the Living 
Wage for all YUSU employed staff. 
There are plans to hold a referen-
dum on whether the University and 
its subsidiaries should pay all its 
staff the Living Wage. 
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Students challenge University over 
policy on Living Wage accreditation
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Campus cafés such as The Hub Café and the Costa in the Roger Kirk Centre are run by York Conferences Limited



BEN LEATHAM has been elected 
YUSU President for 2015-2016 af-
ter four rounds of voting. 

RON was eliminated in the 
first round, followed by Ollie Row-
ley in the second, and Sam Bourne 
and Ron Weasley in the third. After 
a head to head, George Balmford 
was knocked out, leaving Leatham 
as the winner. 

Commenting on his success, 
Leatham said: “I am still complete-
ly in shock! Friday evening was one 
of the most intense and memorable 

nights of my life.”
Chris Wall was elected as Stu-

dent Activities Officer for the sec-
ond year in a row, making him the 
first person to serve in the position 
twice.

He told Nouse: “I’m obviously 
delighted to be re-elected. No one 
has done this role for two terms, 
and they have tried, so I’m enor-
mously pleased to be given the 
chance again and I promise that 
York won’t regret it.”

Thomas Ron, Disabled Stu-
dents’ Officer, won the position of 
Academic Officer and said: “I am 

absolutely delighted to have won 
this position. “It is a great honour 
and I look forward to a year of tire-
less work and a lot of fun to ensure 
students have the academic system 
they deserve.”

Scott Dawson, former Vice 
Chair for Welfare and Democracy 
for Goodricke College, was elected 
as Welfare and Community Officer. 

Speaking of his victory, he 
said: “I’m thrilled to be elected as 
Welfare and Community officer! “I 
really can’t wait to get stuck into 
the role and implement a lot of my 
policies, such as the sick bus, and 

get working on the gym member-
ship!”

Grace Clarke, two-time Alcuin 
College Sport Representative and 
Tournament Secretary of the York 
Sport Committee was elected as 
York Sport President. 

She told Nouse: “I am abso-
lutely ecstatic, overwhelmed by the 
support and so happy to have been 
elected. I feel so privileged to have 
been elected as the competition 
was so strong this year. Bring on 
YUSU 2015/16!”

Leatham praised the other four 
elected Sabbatical Officers, calling 

them “fantastic”. He said: “I can’t 
wait to start working with them!”

In total, 5,065 votes were cast 
this year, down 4.76 per cent from 
last year, and down 11.5 per cent 
from 5720 votes cast in 2012. 

Among colleges, Derwent Col-
lege had the highest voting turnout 
at 43.2 per cent, while Wentworth 
College had the lowest at 3.9 per 
cent. 

By faculty, the highest turnout 
was Politics, Economics and Phi-
losophy at 57 per cent of students 
voting, with Health Sciences at the 
lowest with only 3.8 per cent. 
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YUSU Elections: The Results

Ciarán Morrissey
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR
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BME Officers – Tamaki Laycock and Elizabeth Ogenyi

Disabled Students’ Officer – Zohra Khan

Environment and Ethics Officers – Tess Parker and Jacob Webb

International Officers - Roberto Avelar and Olivia May Grütter

LGBTQ Officers - Evie Brill and Jack Chadwick

RAG Officer - Hannah Geddes

Volunteering Officer - Faye Astin and Becky Longbottom

Women’s Officer - Ananna Zaman and Katherine Mellor

Policy Coordinator - Callum Furness

Student Trustee - Jack Chadwick

NUS Delegates - Jemima Busby, Chris Wall, 

Beth Curtis and Stephen Harper

Senate Rep - Faisal Hamza

YUSU President – Ben Leatham

Academic Officer – Thomas Ron

Student Activities Officer – Chris Wall

Welfare and Community Officer – Scott Dawson

York Sport President – Grace Clarke

Went-
worth College 
had the lowest 
turnout at 3.9 

per cent

ALL IMAGES: JAMES HOSTFORD

Derwent 
College had the 
highest turnout 

at 43.2 per 
cent

Overall voter 
turnout fell by 

4.76 per 
cent



A GROUP OF students at the Uni-
versity of York have started a cam-
paign to address the lack of diversity 
within the taught content of British 
universities.

The campaign ‘Why is My Cur-

riculum White?’ was originally 
started at UCL and challenges what 
it sees as a western-led narrative. 

Tamaki Laycock, co-founder 
of the campaign in York, explained 
that the campaign’s main focus was 
on compulsory first-year modules, 
as “they’re the modules that every-

one has to attend”. 
She believes that if people are 

exposed to an array of thoughts in 
their first year it would enable them 
to develop a more diverse attitude 
to their subjects in general, and 
encourage them to explore various 
perspectives within their time at 

York. Laycock added: “I think hav-
ing someone that looks like you in 
something you study is definitely 
encouraging because it tells you ‘I’m 
supposed to be in academia. I’m not 
just studying all these great thinkers 
who don’t look like me at all’.”

Kate Dodd, Academic Regis-
trar, said: “The University has em-
barked on reviewing our curriculum 
and pedagogy and our commitment 
to internationalising the curriculum 
is one of the things we are holding 
in view as we do this ... Our annual 
Learning and teaching Conference 
will include among its themes con-
sidering diversity and inclusitivity 
in module content and programme 
design, and considering uncon-
scious bias in teaching.

“The process of approving a 
new programme includes show-
ing how the programme content 
addresses how the curriculum en-
courages students to develop cross 
cultural capabilities, and how it pro-
motes awareness of international is-
sues, context and cultures.”

AN ONLINE ‘Sorting Hat’ system, 
inspired by, is currently being devel-
oped by a Computer Science student 
in their final year to help prospec-
tive students decide which college is 
best suited to their personality.
       Differing from its namesake, the 
program asks students to answer 
questions relating to their degree, 
accommodation preferences and 
the college events that appeal to 
them. 

The developers, while keen to 
stress that the project is still very 
much at the prototype stage, are 
hoping it will go on to provide a sin-
gle point of reference from which 
prospective students can make an 
informed choice. 

Students have described the 
process of choosing a college as ‘con-
fusing’ and ‘daunting,’ as well as say-
ing that there are too many places to 
look with insufficient information. 

One English student was highly 
complimentary of the idea and told 
Nouse: “I wish we’d had a system 
like this. Choosing your college is 
vital to your university experience. 
Picking the college I did reduced my 
social opportunities, and I don’t feel 
I have as many friends as I could 
have had.” 

However, the system has not 
won the favour of all students. 

One second-year Chemistry 
student said: “All it will do is allow 
students to choose between over-

priced accommodation and over-
priced accommodation - not to 
mention the possibility of reinforc-
ing college stereotypes which could 
deter some from choosing York al-
together.”

Aniket Datta, one of the pro-
ject’s developers, told Nouse: “Cur-
rently, we are not sure if it captures 
the most important features to 
students. To understand that bet-
ter, we need feedback from current 

students.”
Datta was keen to thank the 

people who had already helped with 
the project. He said: “Thank you 
to all students and staff who have 
contributed to the Sorting Hat by 
sharing their experiences. Without 
their support, the prototype would 
not exist.” 

A spokesperson for the Uni-
versity of York told Nouse:  “There 
are no plans for its adoption by the 

University. It is an academic project 
[designed] to explore the poten-
tial to help students take a broader 
range of factors into account in 
making choices about colleges.  It is 
possible the system may remain live 
on completion of the student’s dis-
sertation though it will not remain 
on the University servers. We are 
working on a range improvements 
to the University’s booking accom-
modation process.”
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RESEARCH CONDUCTED by 
Nouse has found that York Sport 
Village charges the third highest 
student membership out of all Rus-
sell Group universities.

The York Sport Village states 
on its website that its “mission is to 
inspire  everyone to embrace active 
lifestyles, exercise and take part in 
sport and to offer the widest range 
of first class sport, health and fitness 
facilities, services and programmes 
in the city”. 

It goes on to say: “We encour-
age every one of all abilities to enjoy 
sport, with a huge range of pay-as-
you-go and membership options to 
suit everyone.” 

However, an annual student 
membership costs £340, a signifi-
cantly higher cost than that for stu-
dents at other Russell Group Uni-
versities. 

Bristol University tops the list 
with the costly price of  £380  for 
a year-long membership. This price 
includes use of their fitness suite, 
squash courts, sports hall, swim-
ming pool, indoor and outdoor ten-
nis courts, indoor jogging track and 
aerobics classes. 

The second highest gym mem-
bership is for students attending the 
University of Cambridge. A ‘blue’ 
annual membership for the Cam-
bridge Sports Centre costs £360.

However, they do also offer low-
er band membership such as their 
‘red’ membership which includes 
discounted classes and gym access 
at off-peak times for £150 annually.

Imperial College London offers 
free membership for all students 
which includes gym membership 
and swimming, with only a one off 
payment of £40 for fitness orienta-
tion. 

Furthermore, Glasgow Uni-
versity only charges their students 
an annual fee of £60, with this 
membership including access to 
sauna and steam rooms, fitness and 
strength suites, squash courts and 
exercise studios.

A second-year student, who 
wished to remain anonymous, said: 
“The University’s prices are unac-
ceptable for the facilities available 
and the service provided.”

Cass Brown, York Sport Presi-
dent, told Nouse: “While there are 
two options available to students; 
one, the York Sport Centre costing 
students just £20 per month, the 
York Sport Village )is an expensive 
facility to use. 

“We are working towards mak-
ing every facility on campus as ac-
cessible as possible for students. 

“I have spoken with the Head of 
Sport very recently to ask about the 
potential for a cheaper ‘swim mem-
bership’ to sit alongside the Village 
gym membership and I look for-
ward to informing students as this 
conversation develops.” 

Emily Wilkinson
NEWS REPORTER

College ‘Sorting Hat’  created  
to improve selection process
Rob Middleton
NEWS REPORTER

York Sport  
found to have 
one of the 
most expensive 
memberships

Students launch campaign to challenge 
lack of diversity in university curriculum

Ciarán Morrissey
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

The system aims to help students choose a college and has been tested by over 400 people so far

The campaign will mainly focus on persuading the University to alter compulsory first-year modules
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THE TIMING of the elections for 
the University’s NUS delegates has 
been criticised for being so close to 
the NUS’ policy submission dead-
line on 6 March.

Beth Curtis, who was re-elected 
as one of the four NUS delegates on 
Friday, said: “I think it’s incredibly 
inconvenient, allows no time for 
discussion or debate of policy sub-
missions, and really weakens YU-
SU’s position on the national stage.”

The NUS delegates are respon-
sible for representing students’ 
views and vote on national policy at 
the annual NUS conference. 

Stephen Harper, who was 
also elected NUS delegate on Fri-
day, said: “They’re unfortunately 
close but I’ll be working as hard as 
I can with the other delegates to 
work around the timing to get the 
best policies submitted and will be 
speaking to YUSU staff on Monday 
to see what ... can be done in future 
to prevent similar clashes from hap-
pening.”

YUSU trialled holding the elec-
tions for NUS delegates in Novem-
ber for two years but moved them 
back to Spring Term in 2013.

A proposal to get YUSU to 
move the dates of the NUS delegate 
elections back to the Autumn Term 
was submitted by Jack Chadwick, 

who was also recently elected NUS 
Delegate, in October. 

As well as highlighting the im-
pact on the amount of “say” the Uni-
versity’s delegates have over what is 
discussed at conference, he argued 

that the role is “overshadowed” by 
the other positions being elected in 
the Spring Term. 

He received a reply the follow-
ing day saying the policy idea sub-
mission would “hopefully … soon be 

reviewed by the [Full Time Offic-
ers]” and that a decision would be 
made where his ideas would be “in-
stantly actioned” or taken through 
the policy proposal. After not re-
ceiving any further communication 

from YUSU, Chadwick sent another 
email at the start of December ask-
ing for an explanation. 

He was told: “We have tried 
this in the past, but the number of 
candidates drops significantly. Any-
one can propose a motion, whether 
they’re a delegate or not so that 
shouldn’t be an issue.”

Chadwick told Nouse: “The 
mishandling of this case brings to 
mind other examples of problems 
within the shadowy new policy pro-
cess ... The new policy process is in-
credibly flawed.”

Liam O’Brien, Policy Coordina-
tor, told Nouse: “The idea was not 
taken any further than the initial 
ideas stage as experienced mem-
bers of YUSU staff pointed out that 
students intending to run for NUS 
delegate can and should submit mo-
tions before they are elected. They 
also noted that when NUS delegate 
elections have been held earlier in 
the year, the number of candidates 
and the interest of the student body 
in the elections dropped signifi-
cantly. Students are more likely to 
run or vote for NUS delegate posi-
tions when the election rides off the 
excitement of the YUSU elections.”

He added that if the Officer 
Group’s grounds for rejection were 
deemed unsatisfactory it would be 
“open” to the resubmission of the 
idea.

Fundraising totals down as bad 
weather rains on RAG parade
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YUSU HAVE confirmed that 
£265.11 was raised during this 
year’s RAG parade, approximately 
72 per cent less than last year.

In 2014, the RAG parade raised 
£955.47 for Cardiac Risk in the 
Young.

When asked about the drop in 
the amount of money raised com-
pared to last year, Georgia Paton, 
RAG Officer, said: “Quite simply, it 
was raining and there was no one on 
the streets to collect from. 

“You can only fundraise if there 
is someone to fundraise from!”

However, she added: “[I’m] so 
proud of everyone involved in or-
ganising and participating in the 
parade. 

“The colleges all looked incred-
ible and weathered it out against 
the freezing cold all for an amazing 
cause! [I] could not be happier!”

Teams from every college took 
to the streets of York on 22 Febru-
ary to raise money for Action Medi-

cal Research, a charity that helps to 
fund research to prevent diseases in 
children.

This year’s parade took on a sa-
fari theme with students dressed as 
monkeys, lions, zebras, elephants, 
pandas, panthers. flamingos and 
tigers.

Derwent College raised more 
money than any other college after 
collecting £69.43. The College also 
won the prize for best dressed with 
their tiger outfits.

Alice Beattie, Volunteering 
Representative for Derwent Col-
lege, the leading college at the pa-
rade, told Nouse: “I thought it was a 
really fun event. 

“Despite the early start and the 
rubbish weather there was a really 
good atmosphere. We’re absolutely 
delighted that we raised the most 
money.”

Last year, Derwent College 
raised the third highest amount of  
money with £154.64. Halifax Col-
lege raised the most money after 
collecting £300.16. 

Amy Bishop
NEWS REPORTER
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The RAG parade was attended by Chris Wall, Student Activities Officer, and the nine college mascots

Timing of NUS delegate elections ‘too 
close’ to policy submission deadline
Amy Wong
NEWS EDITOR

The 2015 NUS conference will start on Tuesday 21 April and last three days, finishing on 23 April
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A WORKING GROUP comprised 
of representatives of the University’s 
current reception team have con-
ducted a review of the University’s 
front of house porter and reception 
systems with the intention of imple-
menting any changes in time for the 
new academic year. 

The main recommendation 
made to the group was to relocate 
the Vanbrugh College reception 
point to the Information Centre. It 
was suggested that this would im-
prove the visual presence of the Col-
lege. 

Another recommendation that 
the report makes is for Alcuin Col-
lege and Campus North to be ser-
viced by one reception point at the 
rear of the Harry Fairhurst building. 

The report also recommends  
that two college receptions re-
main open at night to serve the 
entire Heslington East campus. 
This would mean that Goodricke, 

Langwith and Constantine would 
all have day-time receptions, with 
a receptionist function available at 
night from two separate points.

The report considers the loca-
tion of the Halifax College reception 
point to be “effective”.

A University spokesperson told 
Nouse: “This is the first review of 
our front-of-house services for 10 
years, during which time the Uni-
versity has changed substantially. 

“The exercise is aimed at mak-
ing sure that the services we provide 
are aligned with the needs of the 
University ... YUSU was involved in 
the preparation of the report and we 
shall continue to keep student rep-
resentatives fully informed on any 
progress.”

Commenting on when the 
changes are likely to be implement-
ed, the spokesperson said that after 
considering the options laid out in 
the report, the University envis-
aged making these changes  “early 
in 2016.”
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THE COURTYARD saw some fierce 
competition between York’s Univer-
sity Challenge team and a team of 
staff on Wednesday evening during 
the annual competition based on 
the BBC show.

After two rounds of quizzing, 
the students came out on top with a 
final score of 235 – 170.

The staff team included Koen 
Lamberts, Vice-Chancellor, and 
Jane Grenville, Deputy Vice-Chan-
cellor.

They faced competition from 
Barto Joly de Lotbiniere, Sam 
Smith, David Landon Cole and Joe 
McLoughlin.

The teams started off with a 
close score, tying at 40 points each 
after the first seven minutes. How-
ever, after a successful two bonus 
rounds on politics and nursery 
rhymes, the students began to re-
lax as they eased ahead with a score 
of 135 at half time compared to the 
staff ’s score of 90.

Jack Alexander, Academic Pro-
jects Assistant, said: “The students 
weren’t afraid to use their stock joke 
answer of Karl Marx for any ques-
tion they didn’t know, and the staff 
weren’t without their moments of 
hilarity either.”

It seems that Wiley Old Fox, 
the staff team’s mascot, just wasn’t 
enough to overcome the students’ 
mighty Jeremy Quacksman.

Leah Huws
NEWS REPORTER

IMAGE: NOUSE

The internal review concluded that the reception point in Halifax College was in an  ‘effective’ place

Lewis Hill
DEPUTY EDITOR

Students triumph over staff in 
campus University Challenge
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Barto Joly de Lotbiniere, Sam Smith, David Landon Cole and Joe McLoughlin beat the staff team by 65 points with a final score of 235

University internal review advises 
changes to the college porter system



David Cameron has recently 
suggested that certain wel-
fare payments, such as Job-

seeker’s Allowance and Housing 
Benefit may be withdrawn from 
18-25 year olds who are not “earn-
ing or learning”. The Prime Minis-
ter claimed that “the best way out of 

poverty is work”; a reductive state-
ment, since most people living in 
poverty in the UK are in work.

At the heart of Cameron’s 
speech was another reductive ele-
ment: a focus on “contribution”. He 
described the UK’s welfare system 
as “unusual” in Europe because it 
“pays out before you pay into it”. 
Such rhetoric ignores the fact that 
most young people will eventually 
“contribute” in the form of taxation. 

It also creates a narrative por-
traying welfare recipients as lazy. 
Cameron’s reference to young peo-
ple leaving home and having wel-
fare as a “lifestyle choice” charac-
terises youth unemployment as the 
beginning of a life avoiding work. 
Gavin Smart, Director of Policy and 
Practice at the Chartered Institute 

of Housing, refutes this vision: “The 
most recent figures show that the 
fastest-growing part of the housing 
benefit caseload is from tenants in 
work. This has grown by 95 per cent 
in the last three years - more than 
twice the rate of unemployment”.

Smart’s comments confirm 
that it is not a case of fecklessness 
but one of people working yet still 
struggling to make ends meet. The 
Thatcher government’s reforms 
to Board and Lodging Allowance 
demonstrate that current plans 
to remove housing benefit from 
under-25’s will worsen this situa-
tion. Prior to the creation of hous-
ing benefit, young people in hotels, 
hostels and similar accommodation 
claimed Board and Lodgings Allow-
ance. 

In 1985, Thatcher’s adminis-
tration capped the level of allow-
ance and removed it after eight 
weeks in cities such as London for 
under-26’s. A 1998 report by Crisis  
revealed that these reforms were 
“undoubtedly a factor in the con-
tinued rise of single homelessness 
throughout the 1990’s”. 

Like Thatcher, Cameron as-
sumes that every 18-25 year old can 
live with their parents and claims 
that those who do not have this op-
tion, such as the children of abusive 
parents, will be protected. However, 
considering the government’s track 

record of exempting vulnerable 
groups from policies it is wise to be 
sceptical. The Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) has carried 
out 60 peer reviews of suicides since 
2012. For those who do have fami-
lies to return to it would be wrong to 
assume that their parents have the 
means to support them; the loss of 
Child Tax Credits when a child turns 
18 means that families with a lower 
income would struggle to support 
them. 

The true flaw in the Tories’ 
approach to welfare is its value of 
“contribution”. It fails to recognise 
that employment is not a virtue 
in itself and also to realise that we 
should be aspiring to make employ-
ment more fulfilling, more compas-
sionate and more profitable for the 
worker, rather than forcing people 
into any form of employment. 

In 2012/13 benefit fraud stood 
at 0.7 per cent, and more than 80 
per cent of claimants do not even 
use the government’s work pro-
gramme because the majority have 
returned to employment in six 
months. Therefore, examples such 
as the Philpotts are extreme. Using 
them to discredit and dismantle so-
cial security is an insult; not only to 
the vast majority who claim social 
security honestly, but to the count-
less generations who fought for a 
structure to protect those in need.

Does it have the magic touch, or is it a damp Squib?

       This reductive pol-
icy creates a narrative 

which portrays welfare 
recipients as lazy      

Comment comment@nouse.co.uk
www.nouse.co.uk/comment

NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         Tuesday 3 March 2015www.nouse.co.uk

Picking a college from the Sorting Hat

Social security must be secured

Niall Whitehead

18-25 year olds need benefits as much as other members of society 

www.ey.com/uk/careers

York is a collegiate university, 
and that’s great. But telling 
the uninformed newcomer 

student to pick a college to live in 
can end up a bit like telling a dog 
to walk across a minefield. What if 
you don’t know what a “Halifax” is? 
Without the guiding hand of stereo-
types to lead you along, how are you 
supposed to know who’s got asbes-
tos or who doesn’t have a social life? 
What if you just wander around, 
aimlessly, and accidentally end up 
signing up to live on the number 44 
bus or someone’s desk?

Well, worry no more! A group 
of enterprising Computer Science 
students have produced a website 
dubbed the “Sorting Hat”, after 
Harry Potter’s famously oracular 
headgear. The website lets you en-
ter your preferences by answering a 
few questions – do you want nearby 
study rooms or supermarkets? Are 
you sociable or allergic to people? 
Do you approve of the concept of 
“sleep”? – and suggests the best col-
lege for you based on your answers.

For the record, it got mine 
mostly right, so credit where it’s 

due: I live in Vanbrugh, and the 
sorting hat revealed that Vanbrugh 
and I were an 81 per cent match! 
Another useful feature was the abil-
ity to mark questions in order of rel-
evance – maybe you’d be OK cook-
ing your own food but a campus 
bar killed your father so you really 
want to stay away from them, and 
so forth.

Maybe this is the future, right 
here! A whole plethora of book-
based sorting programs might be 
right on the horizon. We could make 
Fifty Shades of College, perhaps – 
the machine automatically sorts you 
into Goodricke, because it’s really 
into Goodricke, and you might pro-
test and refuse to give consent for a 
bit, and then it turns out eventually 
it was for your own good so you’ll 
just have to get used to BDSM. Um, 
Goodricke. Maybe both. Whatever 
you’re into.

We could have Game of Colleges 
– are you a frosty Alcuin northerner 
or a rich James-ite with one eye on 
the throne? Or do you just want to 
wander around Heslington East 
with your dragons for about four 

seasons? Nobody ever gets to the 
end of the Ulysses sorting program, 
but they all lie about it in seminars. 
The Shakespeare program only allo-
cates two rooms – “2B” or “Not 2B” 
(it can be powered by telling him 
that joke, and using the energy as he 
steadily turns in his grave).

But there are caveats here, and 
important ones. Notably, who you’re 
going to live with in second year is 
every bit as important as where you 
live when it comes to making first 
year brilliant. Ultimately, noth-
ing beats actually looking around 
the place yourself, or asking people 
who lived there what they actually 
thought.

The moral, then, is don’t make 
decisions by blindly following the 
commands of a machine. There’ll be 
plenty of time for that, once the Rev-
olution starts and Emperor TRON 
9000 deploys its wifi-compatible 
kill-drones to make us finally shut 
up about dresses. But as something 
to help that process along, or just to 
make you feel smug about having 
picked the best college, well, it’s not 
half bad. Try it yourself.

“ !”
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Does it have the magic touch, or is it a damp Squib?

Views from 
the
Ouse

In the wake of a Pro-Life Society 
being ratified at the University 
of York, there has been a lot of 

debate on the subject and anger 
directed at society members before 
they’ve even had the chance to cel-
ebrate.

If you genuinely believe that a 
foetus has full personhood at such-
and-such a level of development at 
which abortion remains permissi-

ble, then the number of ‘people’ who 
die before they are born is horrify-
ing.  It must be a difficult belief to 
live with, analogous to vegetarians 
who see sentient creatures industri-
ally slaughtered, who are then faced 
with the idea that this mass murder 
is a personal choice that must be re-
spected.

Government action is not the 
answer to every human tragedy.  As 
a liberal, I believe in personal free-
dom, and ultimately, this is worth 
more than human life.  We have 
rights over our own bodies.

I’ve signed up to the Anthony 

Nolan bone marrow register, and 
would happily give my bone mar-
row to save someone’s life.  But if I 
changed my mind, this wouldn’t be 
illegal, even if it led to the death of 
someone that only I could save. 

If I decide that I never want to 
give blood, I wouldn’t go to prison 
for it, even if it’s barely an inconven-
ience and could save someone’s life. 
If I were to remove myself from the 
organ donor register, that decision 
would be respected, even though in 
death I have no need for my organs 
whatsoever. 

If I decide my bones and my 
blood are not for anybody else, this 
might make me uncaring, selfish, 
maybe immoral, but that’s not a 
reason for the government to decide 
for me. If a pregnant person doesn’t 
want something growing inside of 
their body, at significant physical 
and emotional cost, they shouldn’t 
have to go through a pregnancy, 
and nobody should be able to force 
them.

People who say, “What about 
the rights of the foetus?” are miss-
ing something here.  The right to 
life is not a right to whatever one 
needs to live, as Robert Nozick said.  
The right to life does not entitle you 
to someone else’s body, and a moral 
obligation to protect a life does not 
justify the imposition of a legal ob-
ligation.

Women’s bodies are not a com-

modity that one may be entitled to.  
I say ‘women’ because this is a gen-
dered issue, in cause if not in effect, 
and this is why pro-life campaigners 
face so much opposition from femi-
nists.  While women are not the only 
people who may want to encourage  
abortions, for pro-life campaigners 
this is often about women: selfish 
women, women who refuse to be 
mothers, women who need to have 
their choices made for them. 

That familiar refrain, ‘She 
shouldn’t have had sex if she didn’t 
want a child,’ shifts the emphasis 
from the rights of the foetus to life 
to the duty of women to have chil-
dren, if they are to be selfish enough 
to have sex.  The idea that women 
don’t have to be maidens or mothers 
shouldn’t be radical.  

For those who are really pro-
life, the priority should be to help 

people feel able to have children.  
Discrimination against mothers 
in the workplace, the stigmatisa-
tion of single mothers, the sham-

ing of young parents, poverty, lack 
of compulsory sex education: these 
are the problems that are causing 
abortions, not the fact that medical 
care is freely available to those who 
need it.  

There are all sorts of actions 
pro-life campaigners can take that 
would reduce the incidence of abor-
tion without harming personal au-
tonomy: why not give them the ben-
efit of the doubt?

We have seen nothing about 
the views of the Pro-Life Society at 
York, and we shouldn’t fling abuse 
at members because they happen 
to share a moral view with those 
who would justify it on misogynistic 
grounds.  Maybe they will campaign 
for more free hours of childcare for 
infants, for higher child benefits for 
single parents who choose to parent 
full-time, or to narrow the gender 
pay gap.  

Maybe they will campaign for 
compulsory blood, marrow and 
organ donation, which though un-
pleasant would at least be consist-
ent.  Maybe they will genuinely be 
pro-life, and not just pro-birth.

It’s perfectly possible to believe 
abortion is morally wrong, while 
accepting that people have rights 
over their own bodies, and that the 
government shouldn’t be making 
reproductive decisions for us.  It’s 
possible to be pro-life without being 
anti-choice or anti-women.

Comment
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YUSU ratifies Pro-Life society, but are our preconceptions channelled through tunnel vision? 

So that’s that, then! YUSU elec-
tions are over. I was there on 
results night, watching the 

Charge of the White Brigade (as no-
one calls it) and most people seemed 
pretty pleased with the results. Ex-
cept for those presidential candi-
dates who lost to Ron Weasley. Who 
said democracy was dead?

Judging by the ecstatic reac-
tions Chris Wall got, he’s going to 
follow up getting re-elected by turn-
ing lead into gold, or walking on 
water – which you could probably 
actually do on our lake at this point, 
to be fair.

As for new YUSU President 
and famed Disney princess Ben 
Leatham, well, he seems nice. Al-
though I’m sure we can still accuse 
him of being secretly born in Kenya. 
Where’s your birth certificate, Ben?! 
SHOW US THE TRUTH!   

And then there’s Tron. The un-
dercover boss of Yik Yak. He can 
swim through land, the users cried! 
He completed Grand Theft Auto 
without killing anyone! He can 
transform into a car!

For those who don’t know,  by 
the way, Yik Yak is the internet’s 
newest way to stare at the thoughts 
of strangers. It’s like Twitter, with 
more anonymity, and I’m sure you 
can imagine exactly what to expect.

It seems the most upvoted com-
ments tend to involve the phrase 
“basically my life”, or things having 
sex with other things. Or, like one 
enterprising user, using the “FREE 
STUFF” cheat code and offering 
to give away cupcakes in Market 
Square.

Then again, my own Yik Yak of-
ferings – all two of them – were ap-
parently pretty pitiful. The first was 
a generic slander against York St. 
John that my own smug fingers fell 
asleep halfway through typing out, 
and the other was a pun (mountain 
ranges are funny – in fact they’re hill 
areas!) that languished for a bit be-
fore dying a quiet death. Based on 
these experiences, I can only con-
clude that letting jokes loose on Yik 
Yak works like raising a child and 
then releasing it into the sea.

And then someone told me “gg, 
no re”. I don’t know what that means. 
I’m not sure if humans should know 
what that means. I think you might 
hear it in your head, sung in chorus, 
at the end of the world.

So I’ve resigned myself to 
watching, wallowing in my joke pov-
erty, like a Victorian orphan pressed 
against the windows of a toy shop. 
Maybe Yik Yak’s just not for me. 

Now if you’ll excuse me, I need 
to get these punk kids off my lawn.

Pro-representation: newly    
ratified society divides opinion
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Follow the debate:
Comment online at:

Nouse.co.uk/comment

            @nouseopinion

       People who say 
‘What about the 
rights of the foetus’ 
are missing some-
thing here
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       A moral obliga-
tion to protect a life 
does not justify the 
imposition of  a legal 
obligation
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How would you feel if, upon 
arriving at your university 
accommodation for the first 

time, you found that a Bible had 
been placed on your bed? For many 
years at Aberystwyth University, 
this has been a common experience. 
However, many of their students are 
now demanding that the University 
stops doing this. 

More than half of the students 
are against this practice because the 
presumption that all students would 
want a copy of the Bible is “unaccep-
table” and can be “uncomfortable” 

for some. Universities are highly 
multicultural establishments, there-
fore does this process grant a certain 
kind of preference towards one par-
ticular faith, or is this just blowing 
the issue out of proportion?

Firstly, it is important to under-
stand the difference between pro-
ducing an accessible environment 
for the Christian student body, and 
at what point this could perhaps 
overstep the mark and become of-
fensive to other students. 

Providing Christian students 
with a copy of the Bible is a great 
idea, since it could provide them 

with a welcoming sense of security 
during an otherwise frightening ex-
perience of moving to university. 

However, making it a matter of 
course that all students will receive 
a copy is most definitely not the best 
method of doing this. By allowing 
the distribution of Bibles across the 
entirety of the accommodation, the 
University is making an active as-
sumption about the belief systems 
of their student body. 

It could perhaps suggest to 
many students that they are a mi-
nority among a predominantly 
Christian group of people, and 
therefore produce the adverse effect 
of making them feel isolated at an 
already difficult period of their lives. 

Although it may make the tran-
sition of moving to university easier 
for those who are part of the Chris-
tian faith, it may in fact make the 
whole process much more difficult 
for those with different belief sys-
tems.

However, a compromise could 
easily be made. Why not make it 
so that students can opt-in to have 
a Bible in their accommodation? 
This way, the University grants ac-
cessibility to those who wish to have 
a copy, while avoiding causing any 
potential offense to students who 
do not. In fact, the only way for the 
University to be both accommodat-
ing and respectful would be to offer 
their students access to any religious 
text that they require. 

It is not enough to just say that 
students can have a copy of the Bi-

ble if they want one, they would 
need to produce a truly equal sys-
tem that grants fair opportunities 
for all belief systems to acquire the 
religious materials that they desire. 
This is not about the University be-
ing politically correct, it is about the 
equal treatment of their entire stu-
dent body.

It would be a shame if Aberyst-
wyth University now stopped pro-
viding copies of the Bible altogether, 
since it is very much a welcoming 
gesture for their Christian students, 
but they definitely have to rethink 
their methods. 

They cannot just cater to one 

faith, as that clearly suggests a kind 
of preferentialism. At the same 
time, they cannot just assume that 
all their students would be okay 
with finding a Bible in their room. 

While it is good that they pro-
vide support for the Christian faith, 
it’s now essential that the University  
steps up their game and extends this 
attitude to the beliefs of all of their 
other students, in order to create a 
more inclusive atmosphere.

Bye bye, Bible: Christianity 
should not be mandatoryNOUSE

Est. 1964
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Liam Dooley

University staff need a living wage

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Assumptions about students’ belief systems must end

Do societies 
really need merging?

Disadvantaged students 
deserve equal education

Registrar and Secretary David Duncan has informed Nouse that the 
University would not seek Living Wage Foundation (LWF) accredita-
tion. He stated that although the “University currently pays all its staff 
at rates above those set by the Living Wage Foundation”, its trading 
subsidiary York Conferences Ltd. (YCL) pays some staff below this rate. 
According to Mr Duncan, this is in order to “compete with other busi-
nesses in the city where wage rates are significantly lower”. 

It cannot be right that some staff in our university are being paid 
below a sufficient amount to live on. Some universities have LWF ac-
creditation, such as Cardiff University and Glasgow Caledonian Univer-
sity, to name but a few.  It is time to examine how these institutions are 
able to provide a living wage, and attempt to emulate them. Perhaps we 
should also consider changing our subsidiary employers.

However, ultimately the issue is competition: YCL do have to com-
pete with other companies who have “significantly lower” wage rates. 
Therefore it is imperative that the government implements living wage 
legislation if this issue is to be solved. Companies must not be reim-
bursed for the decency and fairness of offering a living wage by being 
out-competed by those who pay their employees inadequately. An econ-
omy that rewards unfairness is not an economy we should maintain. 
The human costs of poverty must take precedence over economic costs.

There’s a new trend on the society circuit - merging! Attempts have 
been made by YUSU in the past to mesh similar societies together, to 
ease the strain on their budgets, make things easier to organise, and 
stop things like the Taylor Swift Society from existing.

Now, literary societies, like the Looking Glass Anthology and Ink-
lings, have been asked to consider merging. Meanwhile, Ben Lairig and 
OutdoorSoc were recently pressured into merging: a spokesman for the 
former claimed “not one single student” asked for the merger, and that 
both societies had functioned perfectly beforehand. 

The diversity of societies in York is a great asset, and one that needs 
preserving. If societies aren’t claiming too much money from YUSU  
there’s no harm in keeping them. If YUSU’s workload needs decreasing, 
maybe committees could be established to join up the opinions of simi-
lar societies without wiping away their identities entirely.

As for the Taylor Swift Society, I’m sure they’ll be fine. If anyone 
knows what to do when the haters gonna hate, it’s them.

Russell Group universities have been urged to diversify by dramati-
cally increasing the number of students admitted from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Matt Field reports that elite universities should ‘increase 
admissions of the UK’s poorest students from 3.2 per cent to 5 per 
cent and increase the number of disadvantaged school leavers entering 
higher education from 20 per cent in 2011 to 36 per cent in 2019/20.

The Russell Group have responded by claiming that they have lit-
tle control over the circumstances of disadvantaged students before 
they apply to university, like the guidance they get and the grades they 
achieve.

But shouldn’t everyone have equal rights to higher education? If 
top universities are concerned that some students might be disadvan-
taged due to circumstances at home, could they not develop a pro-
gramme collectively to go into schools, to educate those who may think 
they don’t stand a chance?

It seems to me that the Russell Group is excusing itself from what 
is an urgent concern. The key word, appropriately, is education; disad-
vantaged young people must know that they have a right to attend any 
university, however elite, should they show potential.

The Russell Group should heed these concerns and inspire disad-
vantaged students to aim high.

       “!”

EDITORS’ OPINIONS

Niall 
Whitehead

Amy
Gibbons

Jacob
Miller

      Providing Bibles is 
a welcoming gesture 
for their Christian 
students, but they 
have to rethink their 
methods !”
“

      Does this process 
grant a certain kind 
of preference to-
wards one particular 
faith?
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By now I’m sure that the majority of you 
are aware of the supposedly titillat-
ing, risqué sex scenes depicted in Fifty 

Shades of Grey. Other than encouraging a 
huge spike in sales of whips and chains, the 
film has led to protests outside screenings 
across the country by members of the cam-
paign group ‘50 Shades is Domestic Abuse’. 
Members argue that the bestselling series 
‘romanticises domestic abuse’ and should be 
boycotted. 

They’re not wrong. 50 Shades is a text-
book example of an abusive relationship, with 
or without the inclusion of BDSM. 

There is no clear outline of how a BDSM 
relationship should be. However, negotiation 
and informed consent are essential between 
those involved. Both partners should be in 
sound mind when they offer consent, and 
well-informed of the risks involved in the pro-

posed activities taking place. This should be 
the foundation of any healthy relationship, 
not just one specific to BDSM. 

In contrast, Fifty Shades depicts a re-
sponsibility and consent free image of BDSM 
which never acknowledges the risks involved. 
Christian Grey isn’t dominant, he’s a stalker. 
He continuously crosses Anastasia’s bounda-
ries and ignores her right to revoke consent. 
He breaks into Anastasia’s house, bullies her 
friends and buys her expensive gifts whenever 
he needs to appease her. Ultimately, he beats 

her and then apologises charmingly, allowing 
the film to follow a clichéd redemption narra-
tive to justify the abuse. 

The series’ depiction of a niche aspect of 
BDSM: total power exchange - where a Sub-
missive gives up total responsibility to the 
Dominant - is also challenging. In reality, a 
24/7 BDSM relationship is rare, requiring 
years to build high levels of trust between two 
individuals. Considering this, and the speed of 
events, I’d argue that this is further evidence 
of Christian’s abuse. 

There is a presumption among the wider 
public that Fifty Shades of Grey is an accurate 
representation of the kink scene. But nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

For starters, the sex only represents cer-
tain aspects of what is an incredibly diverse 
scene. Christian may be tying Anastasia up 
with cable ties (also unhealthy, by the way, use 
hemp rope), but in real life, there’s frequently 
far more than fifty shades of play within a 
kink’s bedroom activity.

Instead, the series seems more focused 
on the ability of fast cars and rich lifestyles to 
arouse, rather than the connection any part-
ners might feel within a scene. Without the 
inclusion of BDSM, you could be forgiven for 
feeling that the lesson here is that one or two 
million will make you attractive, no matter 
how deeply disturbing you are. 

The depiction of how Anastasia falls into 
BDSM is also naïve. Most people take steps 
over a number of years as they develop and 
learn from experience and research. But in-
stead Anastasia is depicted as loving a sadist, 
who forces her into BDSM because she loves 
him. This is continued through Anastasia’s 

dubious portrayal of a submissive, with E.L.  
James suggesting that she is a ‘natural’ – a 
shy girl who thinks she’s unworthy and unat-
tractive. In reality, people who are submissive 
within the world of kink have a range of per-
sonalities, and often come from backgrounds 
that are not ‘naturally submissive’.  

Of course, this is not to say that abuse 

does not occur in the BDSM world either. 
However, it’s not specific to BDSM. There are 
people in all walks of life with unhealthy, abu-
sive relationships. If there is one message to 
take away from the series, it’s that E.L. James 
doesn’t know much about BDSM, kink and 
the measures that people use to ensure the 
safety and happiness of all involved.

Fifty Shades of Grey is abuse, not BDSM
Comment
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Since 1967, the legal right of a woman to ter-
minate her pregnancy has been protected in 
England, Wales, and Scotland. The successful 
campaign for this right is probably the great-
est success of 20th century feminism, even 
greater than the criminalisation of marital 
rape or the introduction of female suffrage.

But this right is being threatened by faulty 
arguments that may well cause it to disappear 
entirely. In particular, the current threat to re-
productive freedom is focused on the issue of 
sex-selective abortions.

Sex-selective abortions are abortions that 
occur primarily due to the sex of the foetus. 
They are fairly common in places like China 
and India, and in these instances, the aborted 
foetus is almost always female. The argument 
is that such cultural practices perpetuate en-
trenched misogyny and backward attitudes 
about women, and that allowing sex-selective 
abortions is tantamount to endorsing these 
cultural norms. 

The crucial point here is that, regardless 
of the intentions of any policies to criminal-
ise sex-selective abortions, they’re going to 
cause negative consequences, and these con-
sequences are going to be felt exclusively by 
vulnerable women. 

Before the legalisation of abortion, wom-

en were dying from illegal and improperly-
performed terminations. The solution to this 
was simple; allow pregnant women to choose 
whether they carried their pregnancies to full 
term or had them terminated safely and legal-
ly. It is crucial to remember that the decision 
here was left to the women themselves. 

If we bring in legislation to say that cer-
tain kinds of abortions are illegal, then we’ll 
have to ensure an abortion is taking place for 
the ‘right reasons’, and we cannot do this with-
out taking the agency away from pregnant 
women. There’d need to be a third person 
who assessed the woman’s motives and decid-
ed whether or not she ought to be allowed an 
abortion. Of course, there’s nothing stopping 
them from going to back-alley doctors and ac-
cepting the risks of illegal abortions, but the 
barbarity and indignity of these cases was one 
of the driving factors in the fight to get abor-
tion legalised in the first place.

The fight against sex-selective abortions 
may be well-intentioned, but any ban would 
be unenforceable. Even if it were possible to 
enforce, we’d be denying women access to 
abortions based on their motives. If we accept 
that we have the right to prevent women from 
terminating their pregnancies, how can we 
claim to be pro-choice?

www.ey.com/uk/careers

The kink scene is nothing like the world of E.L. James

        Consent should be the 
foundation of any healthy 
relationship
!”“
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Back in November of last year, Fiona 
Bruce MP tabled a bill to oppose a wom-
an’s right to abort on the basis that the 
baby’s sex was a factor in her decision. 

She was backed by MPs, who voted by 
181 votes to 1 that an amendment was needed 
for clarification that sex selective abortion is 
illegal. 

The 1967 Act legalises abortion on the 
grounds that the continuation of the preg-
nancy could threaten the physical or mental 
health of the mother, but it does not explic-
itly criminalise the practice of sex selective 
abortion if, for example, a woman was to be 
threatened by her family on giving birth to a 
girl.

While there is no doubt that a woman 
should have authority over her body and thus 
her pregnancy, it is evident that the practice 
of sex selective abortion is essentially gender 
discrimination, and often not at the mother’s 
discretion. 

If parents continue to abuse loopholes in 
the law, girls will continue to be denied life 
before they are defined by anything other 
than their gender, and mothers (especially 
from immigrant families that live by differ-
ent cultural terms), will continue to be forced 
into termination.

In circumstances where baby boys are 
favoured over girls, the ‘superior’ gender has 
priority. That’s priority over life.

So surely the law should be clarified. But 
is Bruce going about it the right way?

Well to begin with, as further clarified 
by Ann Furedi writing for The Independent, 
there are many exceptions to the rule. Some 
women may take their unborn child’s gender 
into account if they are the carrier of a genet-
ic disease that only affects boys, for example. 
How is it possible for these women to consult 
their doctor about abortion if they face dis-
closing information (i.e. that the sex of their 
child was a factor in their decision to abort) 
that could make their intentions criminal? 

Furthermore, if sex selective abortions 
were criminalised, it’d be difficult to know 
who to prosecute. Surely not the woman if 
she has been coerced into the decision, surely 
not the doctor if they had been deceived?

But sex selective abortions are oppres-
sive. How can we protect the rights of women, 
if not by clarification of the law? Are women 
really liberated if their ‘choice’ is determined 
by a patriarchy? 

Gender discrimination is not tolerated 
once we’re born, why then, should it be sub-
jective previous to that?

CLASH OF COMMENTS

YES. NO.

Should sex-selective abortions be made illegal?

Amy Gibbons Ciaran Morrissey
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Does YUSU really need a 
men’s representative?

 #minstergram

What do you think of... 
!at One Dress?

!e illuminati did it.
Liam Dooley, 

second-year English

It divided the nation but at the 
end of the day we should see past 
the colour and appreciate that it’s 
just a really ugly dress.
Tess Pullen,

second-year English

K eele University have a wom-
en’s representative. Accord      
i ng to their website, “they 

work to ensure that the needs of stu-
dents who identify as a woman are 
represented”. Like other universities 
and the NUS itself, women’s reps 
and officers are vital, to defend the 
needs of self-defining women in the 
face of the sexism embedded in our 
society. This is not up for debate. 

What is, however, is Keele Uni-
versity’s other gender rep position: 
the men’s representative. 

The men’s rep job description is 
identical to the women’s rep, but for 
self-defining men. However, their 

role must be fundamentally differ-
ent. While discrimination against 
women is systematic and embed-
ded, sexism against men is a far 
smaller problem. In principle, of 
course, prejudice against any gen-
der is wrong, but in practice it is 
undeniable that, simply put, women 
have it worse.

However, that is not to say the 
position is worthless. The issue of 
high suicide rates and mental health 
stigma is a particular point of con-

cern for men, alongside problems 
such as lad culture and rape cul-
ture. Having someone to campaign 
against these issues is definitely 
worthwhile, and allows women’s 
reps – who have, after all, got more 
to do for gender equality – to con-
centrate on women.

However, all of the above con-
cerns are created by the same cul-
ture and causes. High suicide rates 
and mental health stigma stem 
from a belief that expressing emo-
tions, discussing them and needing 
help with them is ‘feminine’, and for 
a man to be feminine is bad. 

Both lad culture and rape cul-
ture are, broadly speaking, caused 
by the dehumanisation of women 
and entitlement to their bodies. 
These, and most other prejudices 
that men face, actually originate in 
misogyny, and it is vital that a men’s 
rep recognises that.

Keele University’s official stance 
on the matter is clear. Their men’s 
rep position is there to compliment 
and support the women’s rep, not to 
work in opposition. The problems 
faced by women, though they right-
ly have priority, do not detract from 
those faced by men. 

Similarly, there are huge prob-
lems faced specifically by men who 
are members of other minority 
groups, such as black men, and an 
intersectionalist approach to these 
issues is vital. 

So the officer could do a lot of 
good – but he should not have the 
same status as a women’s rep, and 
should never take precedence over 
her.

It is understandable that wom-
en are wary. Movements such as 
Men’s Rights Activism and ‘menin-

ism’, while both ostensibly ground-
ed in the same reasoning as a men’s 
representative, have largely turned 
into an opposing and violent force 
against women’s liberation. 

A product of privilege is the 
idea that your concerns are central, 
and that you are entitled to speak 
over others; championing only men 
is dangerous because of this. I can 

only hope that candidates will be 
carefully screened.

Ultimately, though, a men’s 
representative is there to ‘ensure 
that the needs of students who iden-
tify as men are represented’, is un-
necessary. 

Women are underrepresented 
in student and national politics. 
Last year I counted, and only six of 
the  21 Russell Group student un-
ion Presidents identified as female. 
Our own university had not a single 
candidate this year, just one of nine 
last year. A brief look at the YUSU 
debates, and the tweets recieved by 
female canddiates, clearly show the 
harassment they have to face. Men’s 
voices are already being heard; it is 
still women’s that need champion-
ing.

If Keele will insist on having a 

!e Nouse live bloggers for the 
#yusuelections #yusuelections2015

#tbt  #throwbackthursday remembering 
what end of campaign feels like 3 years 
on. Seems like yesterday!  #yusuelec-
tions

Nouse takes a look at what you’ve been Instagramming recently in York

If so, their role would need to be considered carefully

       While discrimi-
nation against 
women is system-
atic and embed-
ded, sexism against 
men is a far smaller 
problem. Simply 
put, women have it 
!

      Most of the 
prejudices that men 
face actually origi-
nate in misogyny, 
and it is vital that a 
men’s representa-
tive recognises that

“
“

@yorknouse

Perceptually, everyone 
was correct in what they 
saw. Objectively, it was 
blue and black.
Hollie Melton,
third-year Psychology

Topical Tweets 
Post #YUSUelections blues. Lets get back to the mat-
ter at hand: is anyone else seeing #blackandgold? 

Nora Wong

@iamnorawong

28/02/2015

And now we’re all singing Frozen. More elections 
should end like that #YUSUelections #yusuelec-
tions2015

Niall Whitehead

@RabidFlamingo

27/02/2015

May or may not be crying at the #yusuelections so 
bloody proud

@Hgracedavies

27/02/2015

Just to make you feel better, York St John is 70% 
female and all of their presidential candidates are 
male #equality #YUSUelections

Dom Lawson

@DomLawson3

27/02/2015

Hannah Davies

!

 Social media has been engaged in 
‘dress gate’, a bitter debate about 
the colours of a dress on the inter-
net. Is it black and blue, white and 
gold, or something completely 

Can we just take a minute to 
talk about the leather bolero?
Erin Rodgers,
third-year English



Jameela
Jamil

Helping people 
with disabilities 
access live music

03.03.2015
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M8 Shock Factor
The Deputy Arts Editor con-
siders whether art still has 

the power to shock us

M9 Debating Marcus Lyon
Our editors discuss their op-

posing views on the artist

M9 Josie Long 
The Fringe’s favourite comic 
tells us why she hates Page 3

M12 Rae Morris
The singer chats about lyrics, 

social media, and finding 
fame

M13 Smoke + Mirrors
 Music give Imagine Drag-

on’s latest album a glowing 
review

M4 Brand NuTM  Designs
Graphic designer explains 

the importance of creativity

M14 Why Not?
Jameela Jamil speaks up for 
increasing opportunities for 

the disabled

M18 Science in Session
 Esteemed medical scientist, 
Lord Robert Winston  talks 

IVF, politics and religion

M16 Peter Bradshaw
The Guardian film critic talks 

about the importance of 
free speech

M17 Reviews
50 Shades of Grey: A sweaty 

mess of a film?

M7 Eggstra Special Easter
From classy to cute, Food of-
fers a gift guide to the best 
eggs to buy for your friends 

and family this Spring

M6 The Failure of Godus
Lacking depth and original-
ity, Molyneux’s latest project 
doesn’t live up to the gam-
ing community’s expecta-
tions - or make up for the 

money it donated 

M10 The Shoot Goes Boho
The Shoot gets Adorned, 

with fair trade throws, gypsy 
blouses and floaty ankle 

length skirts



Editor’s note

Deputy Muse Editor, 
Kate Barlow, wants 

to join you in the 21st century
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I wanted to be an inventor when I was young, and eventu-
ally that creative instinct altered my direction in photogra-
phy from photojournalism (which I picked because I didn’t 
know what else I should do) to more artistic photographs. 

It all happened very naturally. I started with all wire sculp-
tures and then started adding objects to the wire. Eventually 
all that was left of the wire was arms and legs which anthro-
pomorphize the objects and help me to tell stories.

I stumbled across some classic old paperbacks which I 
thought were beautiful, and I thought it would be great to 
reintroduce them to people. Since turning things into char-
acters is what I do, it just made sense. I just look at what 
books I have to choose from and some titles lend themselves 
to the process very easily.

Old copies of books are beautiful. They were created when 

book covers weren’t as much about eye-grabbing design as 
detailed illustration. At least that’s how I would describe 
them.

My favourite book sculpture would be a draw between 
Goldfinger and Homer’s Odyssey because of the props I en-
joyed making for those two.

Sure it’s sometimes difficult finding inspiration, but you 
get to work, drink some coffee, and make it happen. If inspi-
ration is always necessary, very little will get done. That is a 
real difference between professionals and amateurs. 

I think the best thing to come from that degree [in Fine Art 
Photography] is that I no longer put art on a pedestal (pun 
not intended, but enjoyed) and just create things for my own 
amusement. If my work entertains me, it almost always is 
successful entertaining others.

I only think making bad work for money is selling out. If a 
person is making work that they are proud of, be it commer-
cial or for art’s sake, that’s a good thing.

I enjoy many books, but if I were to judge a book by the 
number of times I’ve read it?- a tie between Moby Dick by 
Herman Melville and Hitch-hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by 
Douglas Adams. 

Interview by Deborah Lam

Paperbacks and wiry limbs

Madonna
After her little accident at the 
BRIT Awards, Madonna has 
been knocked ‘out’ by one of 

her own backup dancers.

Well-fitting clothes
According to many design-
ers who featured on the cat-
walks of London Fashion 
Week, buying clothes that 
fit you nicely are too boring. 
Skin tight or drowning in 
miles of fabric - your choice, 

but the latter is warmer.

Crop tops for girls
Ladies, it’s much too cold for 
you to be bearing your mid-
riffs. We don’t care if your 
crop top is knitted, warm  
boobs and shoulders don’t 

redeem your chilly belly.

Artist and photographer Terry Border 
talks about his (literally) flexible medium

Sam Smith
Just because he can’t seem to 
stop winning awards. Four 
Grammys ain’t too bad for 

your first album.

Baggy bags as clothes
By baggy, we don’t mean 
jeans-falling-off-your-bum 
baggy, that’s so 2008. Em-
brace what’s really baggy by 
draping really shiny black 
material over you (or just 
wear bin bags, they’re the 

same thing really).

Crop tops for boys
No, we aren’t crazy. This was 
actually spotted in LFW. In-
stead of showing off hour-
glass figures, show off manly 
six packs (or lackthereof) 

with this ‘trend’.

MUSE’S CULTURE CURRENCY

I recently had the joy of getting my first smartphone. An 
inherited iPhone 4 with a barely usable touch screen, is 
for me the height of technology. Having put up with a 

very old Blackberry for the past three years to the derision 
of my friends (before which I was completely content with 
a brick Nokia, until the tragic day I dropped it down the 
toilet), I thought it was finally time to get with the times. Or 
at least up to 2010 when the iPhone 4 was actually released.

Apps to me are thus an absolute novelty and have, in-
evitably, taken a considerable chunk out much of my serious 
work (or Netflix watching) time. Deciding to catch onto this 
whole ‘modern’ bandwagon thing, I downloaded Yik Yak in 
an attempt to get my Blackberry-ridden brain into the cur-
rent.

For those not quite so up to date, Yik Yak is an anony-
mous commenting platform based on one’s current location 
that places you into a stream of comments from other stu-
dents at your university, which you can then rate and reply 
to. Starting out as a jovial site to discuss such fascinating 
topics as horrible hangovers, getting Willow stamps on your 
tits, and one-night stands, the comments have more recent-
ly become about as generic as the YUSU election candidates 
this year.

 Pretty much without fail, if you have a peak at it past 
10pm you will find an exhaustingly long stream of com-
ments about people ‘wanting to be cuddled’, ‘just wanting a 
boyfriend’ and ‘being so single’. Needless to say, Valentine’s 
Yik Yak was painful. While I have every sympathy with the 
plight of the singleton, we’re in our teens and twenties guys, 
get a grip. 

Evening Snapchats are equally exhausting. There is 
nothing more demotivating than receiving endless pictures 
and videos of a Wednesday night in Salvation while stuck 
slaving away in the library. The 2am musings about whether 
I’m really doing the whole ‘student life’ thing properly rarely 
help with the 2,000 word essay due for Thursday morning.
Why can’t we just stick with BBM? 

OUT IN

“”             I no longer 
put art on a pedestal 

(pun not intended, 
but enjoyed)

For more reliable style trends from London Fashion Week, 
check out Muse’s LFW supplement.

IMAGE: TERRY BORDER



“I would like to see designers and agencies engaging even 
more with people who need ‘creative’ help. There have 
been some greatly inspiring agencies and individuals 

who donate their time to some incredible causes but I’d like to 
see many others following the idea. I would like to see creativ-
ity used as a tool to help others.” These are the words of Radim 
Malinic, art director, graphic designer and leader of one of the 
UK’s best known creative forces, Brand Nu™. As the graphic 
design industry becomes increasingly pervasive in our society, 
Radim Malinic sets himself apart by calling for leaders in the 
field to use their creative talent for the greater good.

In the last few years, graphic design has boomed in the 
public domain. In 2013, employers posted more than 28,000 
online job ads for graphic designers, an increase of 15 per cent 
on the previous year and more than 80 per cent over the past 
four years. Despite this, Malinic argues that “graphic design 
is in the same demand as it’s ever been” and that it has simply 

become “a lot more prominent and fragmented. There is a lot 
more emphasis in the 21st century on what it is that brands 
do and how they convey their marketing message. There are 
many more client facing channels, some of them are directly in 
our pockets, it makes design and communication unavoidable. 
Design is scattered in smaller pieces now. In broad terms, the 
quality of design has gone up with the surge of online afford-
able resources.” 

Indeed, the distribution of information via the internet re-
garding methodology and design trends have transformed the 
industry. Malinic stresses this change: “I think we are seeing a 
surge of excitement. When standards are raised, then ‘just ok’ 
is not enough anymore. People try to outdo themselves and 
each other, creating healthy competition.”

When asked how his career in design materialised, Ma-
linic reveals that he in fact studied Business Management 
and Economics at university. “I didn’t study graphic design 
or art”, and when asked if he had always been a creative 
person, Malinic, to my surprise, responds: “No, not always. 
How I ended up being in graphic design really differs from 
many of my contemporaries in the industry. I wasn’t the 
kid spending time drawing alone at home. At the age of 
10, I took a year of drawing classes but got thrown out 
for drawing ‘Disney eyes’. In my early adolescence I dis-
covered heavy rock and I started my first metal band. 
By the age of 16 I got into DJ-ing many eclectic styles. 
I would always say that I discovered the medium of 
graphic design through music and album art. Al-
though I learned some design basics through mak-
ing gig posters and band T-shirts, I didn’t think too 
much of it back then. I didn’t know it could be a ca-
reer choice.” 

When he finished his studies, Malinic moved to 
England at the break of the new millennium. With 

this change of location, he registered a huge shift in attitudes 
towards design, which eventually inspired him to pursue it as 
a career: “I noticed the quality of the design and everything 
around me was of a different calibre to what I was used to from 
growing up in a different place. One day, I remember reading 
the Guardian newspaper and I began to analyse the design. 
I quickly realised that the layout and the typesetting all had 
a purpose and a meaning! From that moment, I knew  that 
that’s what I wanted to do, I wanted to know more. I’d found 
that ‘something’ in life and I was going to give design a shot! I 
was on a mission and I haven’t stopped since.”

The chance for Malinic to explore and express his own 
ideas for graphic design came in April 2007 when he quit his 
full time design job. From this point he began to focus solely 
on his own design studio, Brand Nu™, which has hit the in-
dustry by storm, pulling in clients as well-known and wide 
ranging as Blistex, Cadbury, Dell, Mini Cooper, Harry Potter, 
London Film Museum, O2 and many more. Malinic talked 
about the freedom that setting up Brand Nu™ offered him as 
a creative designer. 

“When working within a company you’re part of a very 
long food chain with too much white noise. When I set up my 
own studio, I had a clear vision about the direction I wanted to 
take. I could afford to treat every project with importance and 
the time it needed. That’s an attitude that I still carry; whether 
I’m working for a startup or a household brand, I treat them 
exactly the same. The quality of ideas and their execution mat-
ter every time.”

As Malinic found himself increasingly swept up in the de-
sign world and began experiencing a level of success with cli-
ents worldwide, he moved to London from his original studio 
in Hampshire. “London is again about a different approach 
to design” says Malinic, who suggests the difference is in “the 
thinking, requirements and quality demanded by clients”. De-
spite this rather intimidating audience, Malinic also picks up 

Brand NuTM designs
Radim Malinic, founder of design studio, Brand NuTM, talks 

to Connie Shaw about the changing status of graphics

www.ey.com/uk/careers
Feature M4

“”         Whether I’m 
working for a 

startup or a 
household brand,

I treat them exactly 
the same. The quality 

of ideas and their 
execution matter

every time            

IM
A

G
ES

: B
RA

N
D

 N
U

TM



on the fact that “client briefs are more ambitious, innovative 
and forward thinking. There’s also an added level of competi-
tiveness in every aspect. I love it.”

As he works with a huge range of clients, I asked Malin-
ic if he took a unique approach to each project: “Absolutely. 
These days I spend more time on research, mood-boarding 
and thinking how to  tackle each new commission in the most 
unique way. Let’s say if a project takes a month, I now spend 
the first two weeks thinking, sketching and researching to get 
me and the client on the same page. Then the work naturally 
gets produced and meets people’s expectations. Applying this 
formula really helps me to work more efficiently and allows for 
better results too.”

Given that the industry of graphic design is arguably one 
without established institutions as a source of training and em-
ployment, I asked Malinic whether he felt, as a designer, one 
was obliged to be more self-motivated than other professions: 
“Absolutely. You can work 18 hours a day and it might not be 
enough. Creativity is a perpetual machine that doesn’t let you 
out once you get in.” As a designer, Malinic tells me he has “al-
ways believed that you have to spend enough time on your own 
development by experimenting and trying new things even if it 
is just for yourself or a client with a tiny budget. At the begin-
ning, every commission is worth taking on because not only is 
it good practice, but you’re also building bridges and setting 
yourself up for your career ahead.”

Collaboration in graphic design is now easier, and more 
prevalent than ever before, Malinic suggests. He says that “de-
signers now share ideas through platforms such as Dribbble 
or Behance, getting feedback from one another. It’s a fantastic 
feeling for a designer, getting to talk to someone on the other 
side of the world. The tools for talking to each other are such 
beautiful simplifiers.” 

Moreover, Malinic comments that people of the design 
world “are actually being nice to each other right now. Some 10 
years ago if you went on a graphic design forum, there would 

be a fair amount of negativity and grumpiness, whereas now 
there’s a lot of encouragement. It’s nice to see that change. 
Now, the industry feels a lot more connected. There will al-
ways be glory hunters in the industry, who will want to pave 
their own way, but then there are others who will happily give 
out an open source or make project files available for everyone 
else to download and make it better.” For Malinic, the indus-
try is ultimately “about constant development. ‘Everything is a 
work in progress’ and that’s something I truly believe in. When 
you look at it, nothing is and will ever be the final version of 
itself. Ideas are always evolving.” This concept of continuity is 
something which Malinic holds as a central value when de-
signing.

In terms of inspiration, Malinic stresses that it is not 
about pin-pointing specific places that you think might in-
fluence your work, but about never dismissing or remaining 
closed to a possible stimulus. “I keep my eyes wide open. I like 
innovative advertising, product design, fashion and interior 
design. I’m also inspired by ‘non-design’ elements such as neu-
roscience, consumer behaviour and psychology - anything that 
forms a bigger picture. Design, when you think of it, is like a 
drop in the ocean. You’ve got to think about the spectrum of 
the environment where you’re going to put your work. I could 
be inspired by anything in my daily life. I try to just keep my 
eyes open and be influenced by things that are not necessarily 
from the same field.”

Finally, we return to Malinic’s belief that design should be 
used as a tool to help. “It’s something I truly believe and some-
thing I think we can always do more of. The idea of ‘creativity 
as a tool to help’ really stands for giving your time and lend-
ing your skills to people who really need it. Last year I helped 
Little Big Africa, a small charity based in Uganda, with their 
rebrand, website and extra collateral, all done pro bono. I do-
nated my time because I wanted a charity with no financial 
resources to look equal to forces like Oxfam or WaterAid.” 

Having returned from Uganda three weeks ago, Malinic 
exalted that he “absolutely loved it, it was very moving to see 
how the work is used on the ground, and how people inter-
acted. The first hand experience made me realise that I had 
created something worthwhile. I got to see that I really made a 
difference far away from home.” M
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Peter Molyneux in Godus Outcry
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Adam Koper explains why the game designer’s latest project failed to live up to expectations

Following a lengthy period of controversy, game developer 
Peter Molyneux has said that he will not be speaking to 
the press for the foreseeable future. The decision has 

come as a result of the long and drawn out furore surrounding 
his latest release, Godus. 

Molyneux and his development company, 22Cans, prom-
ised fans a game in which they could play God. It was claimed 
that gamers would be able to sculpt the landscape of their own 
little world, and cradle their small number of followers until 
they became a fully formed civilisation. Molyneux even prom-
ised multiplayer, an uncommon feature of the average God 
game, insisting that players would be able to compete against 
each other in combat by sending their devoted followers out 
to fight. A prototype video was provided on the game’s Kick-
starter page, showing off these impressive features. It wasn’t 
long before the target figure of £450,000 was met by fans of 
Molyneux and his work.

Sadly, many of the promises were broken, as Molyneux 
increasingly devoted his time to the mobile version of Godus 
along with his current project The Trail. Targets were ignored, 
the development team shrunk, and communication with the 
game’s community broke down. Many fans who had donated 
to the project were left disappointed by the lack of progress, 
some even feeling that they had been cheated out of their 
money. Truth be told, people lose money on Kickstarter all the 
time. There are countless tales of people being scammed out of 
their money, donating to projects that will never be completed. 
This case is different because of Molyneux’s status within gam-
ing: well known for creating games such as Populous, Black & 
White and the Fable series, many see him as the father of the 
God game genre.

The concept behind the God game is rather simple: play-
ers are given God-like powers and a world to play with, in 
which they must use their abilities to complete missions. This 
isn’t the first time that Molyneux has failed to deliver on a 
pledge. For example, in the run up to the release of the original 
Fable, he claimed that the game was so sophisticated that if a 
player knocked an acorn from a tree, it would eventually grow 
into its own tree. While the game itself was well received, this 
neat feature never made it into the actual release of the game.
As someone who has played Godus, I can say straight up that 
it is mediocre at best. While the terrain sculpting aspect is in-

teresting, the lack of depth in the rest of the game is obvious 
right from the start. Beyond some simple civilisation manage-
ment, there isn’t much to do, and I lost interest quickly. While 
I may not be an avid follower of Molyneux and his work, I can 
see why others who have donated to this project would feel an-
gry. It’s understandable for a developer to miss out a relatively 
minor element such as was the case in Fable, but to leave out a 
whole list of promised features is simply unacceptable.

If Godus has taught us anything, it’s that developers must 
rebuild trust with the gaming community. In recent years there 
has been a growing divide between those who make the games 
and those who purchase them. This has come as a result of a 

great number of titles failing to meet expectations. It seems 
obvious that the first step in rectifying this should be for devel-
opers to avoid making promises that can’t be kept, or else we 
might end up with many more disappointments like Godus.

Peter Molyneux may have stepped out of the limelight for 
now, but the damage to his reputation has already been done, 
and the division between gamers and developers is unlikely to 
heal for some time. While 22Cans isn’t the only developer to 
promise more than it can deliver, it has garnered attention due 
to Molyneux’s status. Hopefully this turn of events will work 
in everyone’s favour, and Molyneux will devote more time to 
Godus and less time to his own public image.

@nousemuse
03/03/2015

If you’ve ever played Kerbal Space Program and thought it 
didn’t include sufficient deaths and explosions, Besiege is 
the game for you. Besiege is Kerbal’s medieval, psychotic 

twin; a game for engineers and those with enough patience to 
figure out the physics of the game.

That being said, while Kerbal Space Program is a genuine-
ly complicated game that appeals to your intellect (and your 
ability to follow YouTube tutorials into orbital mechanics), Be-
siege appeases your basic instincts by letting you construct the 
deadliest machines you can dream of. 

Each level of Besiege sets you a specific task: destroy X, 

move Y, and then puts a few hurdles in your path. You then get 
to build a machine designed to let you complete your mission. 
More often than not, you end up blowing yourself up, which is 
incredibly aggravating yet also strangely satisfying.

Sometimes the solution is simply to add more spinning 
circular saws to the front of your construction. Other times 
you may require a complicated catapult system - or maybe just 
spinning death blades attached to your wheels... 

You can quite literally solve problems in your own unique 
way. There is a restriction on how big your machine can be, but 
other than that, the game does not care what you do. While I 

constructed a cart with blades, saws, flame throwers and can-
nons, a friend of mine created a rotating arm with saws at-
tached to it. On YouTube there are examples of fully functional 
helicopters, transformers, and even a giant killer duck.

Sadly though, Besiege is an early access game, and as is the 
case with many early access games, it has issues. Many features 
are still being added, and sometimes your machine just breaks 
itself. There are only 15 levels so far, and while more are on 
their way, if you are a talented builder, you may find yourself 
running out of new content within a few hours of starting. 

On the bright side, the game only costs five pounds on 
Steam. Even for a very early access game, that’s cheap. The 
graphics, too, are absolutely stunning. The minimalist envi-
ronment works incredibly well with the beautifully rendered 
explosions. Also, in the short time I have owned the game, 
the developers have added several new ways you can go about 
murdering things. The big issue with many Kickstarter and 
early access games is that the development process is incred-
ibly slow andsometimes it simply ceases. So far, Besiege’s de-
velopers seem to be actively improving their game.

One feature that should be highlighted is the player’s abil-
ity to slow down time. As your machines become greater and 
more complicated, the game (at least for me) began to strain to 
calculate and render all the elements. Equally, once you start 
setting custom hotkeys for all your different wheels, cannons 
and other controllable features, controlling them all at real 
time becomes a challenge. Slowing down time a bit solved both 
issues for me.

Perhaps you are far more adept at controlling your con-
struct than me. For five pounds, Besiege is worth purchasing.

Johannes Huber Platform:  PC

Game Review: Besiege
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If, like me, you love food, I’m sure that you’ve 
heard of Graze Boxes. However, for those 
of you who haven’t, Graze Box is a regular 

snack subscription service set up a few years ago 
in order to provide people with healthy alterna-
tives to popular commercial snacks. When I first 
heard about Graze, I just couldn’t resist - a surp-
ise box, especially one containing food, was just 
so tempting. Thus, at the beginning of this term, 
I decided to give Graze a try. 

The Graze Box service allows you to choose  
whether you get a box every week, twice a 
month, or even as a one-off. After your first box 
the website also gives you the  option of being 
able to ‘like’ or ‘love’ the snacks that you’ve al-
ready tried, or you can ‘bin’  the ones you weren’t 
so keen on. While ordering my boxes, I ‘binned’ 
all of the snacks that were full of olives, to avoid 
being sent things I would be unlikely to eat.

I was very excited when I came home from 
my first lectures of the term to find not one, but 

two boxes waiting for me on the kitchen table. I 
took the boxes up to my room, eager to see what 
was inside. 

The first box was the Nibble Box. I had cho-
sen this box since it has a wide range of snacks 
from which to choose. My Nibble Box contained 
four evenly-sized snacks: Fruity Mango Chutney 
with black pepper dippers, Walnut & Vanilla 
Truffle, Beach Bum, and Cracking Black Pepper 
Cashews. 

I then opened the other, a Breakfast Box, 
to find Strawberry and Blackcurrant Porridge, 
Summer Fayre Granola, Dark Chocolate Or-
ange Granola, and Rocky Road Granola. I was 
intrigued by these breakfast snacks, particularly 
the Rocky Road Granola, as they are unique and 
very different from the typical cereal you find in 
supermarkets. 

Overall, I was very pleased with my first 
two Graze boxes. I particularly enjoyed the 
Fruity Mango Chutney; the chutney was sweet, 

and the black pepper dippers were 
crunchy, though a little spicy. I also 
loved the Summer Fayre and Beach 
Bum  granolas. 

However, although I am glad 
that I signed up to Graze, I am not 
so keen on the fact that a lot of their 
products contain nuts. I’m not al-
lergic to nuts myself, but this 
limits those who are. 

Another downside 
is the price -  at 
£3.99, while 
Graze isn’t as 
expensive as 
the vast majority 
of food subscription 
boxes, it isn’t necessarily easy 
on the wallet either. Nevertheless, I 
would definitely recommend trying Graze, 
whether as a one-off treat or a regular purchase. 

The Graze Craze
Serena Reidy reviews the Graze box service to find out if it’s worth the expense

It’s Easter: fresh flowers are blooming, the sun is (almost) 
shining, and lambs will soon be frolicking in the fields. New 
life and freshness is the spirit of spring, but there’s only one 
thing on our minds – chocolate eggs.  With one to suit every 
individual taste, there’s really no excuse not to grab your 
basket and pick up a treat for someone you love. Hop to it!

Recognise your Mum’s true value and sophistication over 
the masses of generic Easter eggs, and go for something 
classy. She deserves more than your average supermar-
ket offering. This luxury milk chocolate egg comes with 
a box of sweet seashells, the perfect indulgence to leave 
her youngest – and eldest – child jealous. Just perhaps 
advise her to burrow it away from the rest of the fam-
ily’s prying paws.

@nousemuse

Mum

Friend
For your own age group, it all depends on the person. You 
should know by now their preference for white, milk or dark; 
in which order they rank Heroes, Celebrations, and Roses; and 
whether they’d secretly be overjoyed at receiving a One Direction-
themed egg. In any case, here’s an opportunity to be generous: this 
organic egg from Green & Black’s looks like an expensive gift, when in 
reality it’s only £6. 

An eggstremely good Easter
Amy Norton gives us a gift guide for the best eggs to buy for your loved ones this Easter

Kids will invariably demolish all of their eggs before lunch, 
so why bother, you say? Surely a child hasn’t yet developed 

the palette to distinguish between the highest and the low-
est ends of the quality spectrum. However, there is one proven 

method of teaching children not to gobble their food: present it as 
though it has a life of its own. This Thorntons bunny is so endearingly 

cute that, chances are, next year it’ll still be sitting on their shelf.

Although it’s probable that he’d happily eat any item 
of chocolate you put in his path, try and steer Dad in 
the direction of something more refined. A Kit-Kat 
Chunky egg is fine if he’s not fussy: but there’s more 
to chocolate than the bigger-is-better ethos. This Fa-
mous Names egg brings a little more class to East-
er, combining the double luxuries of chocolate and 
whiskey.

Dad



   

Joel Down considers whether pieces of art still have the capacity to shock their audience
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After first seeing the film Memento, 
your head (if it’s anything like mine) 
becomes a bit like a broken record, 

settling into a rhythm of images, scenes and 
dialogue which resonate several weeks later. It 
rattles the cage. It does so by being unapolo-
getically unhelpful. It’s not likely you’ll end 
the film feeling satisfied or completely sure 
of all that’s been shown to you. Just like Fight 
Club - especially similar in their happily-mis-
erable-yet-slightly-triumphant endings – the 
film goes against any requirement to be fully 
understood. This means that for a while af-
terwards, your mind is as unresolved as that 
of Memento’s protagonist, playing back those 
same sounds to try and make sense of them 
all.

However, the record is also broken in an-
other sense. It’s the record of all that you’ve 
stored up about how certain things should be. 
A film’s plot shouldn’t be shattered or frac-
tured, and a protagonist shouldn’t be a new 
person every five minutes, but after Memento 
that’s just not the case. It’s a moment of diso-
rientation and reshuffling, and from then on, 
there’s a need to see something as daringly dif-
ferent, at least once in a while.

If you were to read through a few articles 
on The Guardian and The New York Times 
from the past two years, and if you were to 
listen to Grayson Perry’s Reith Lecture series, 
you might come to the conclusion that art just 
doesn’t do it for us anymore. 

The general feeling is that, having jumped 
out of the plane named ‘hopeless repetition’ 
one too many times, that sense of being in-
vigorated by the shock of the fall to artistic 
ground zero, is now senseless. Or, more sim-
ply: having been exposed to taboo-crunching 
content and flashy artistic forms over and over 
and over again, we’re just so accepting, so bo-
hemian, that not only is it impossible for the 
artist, try as they might, to be genuinely sur-
prising, it’s impossible for us to feel genuinely 

shocked. The very shock of the art simply isn’t 
shocking anymore: it’s cute. Predictable. Des-
perate, even?  

Art has lost its buzz. Now the equivalent 
of shocking is Kim Kardashian releasing a 
selfie book as art, but that’s more shocking in 
the sense that it hadn’t happened sooner. The 
Shock Market, for all that it was in the days 
of pickled, dissected, and fixed formaldehyde 
beasts, has pitched headfirst into a monumen-
tal crash. But why do we care? Well, most of 
us don’t. Damien Hirst’s sealed containers of 
controversy were never meant to let the cat, 
or cow, or shark, out of the bag, but most of 
us know that shock was always pretty easy to 
achieve when people actually cared.

Art was a revolutionary force, that in-
censed people, that made them angry, either 
because they disagreed with it, or because 
they wanted to disagree with the people who 
disagreed with it. However, we’re now at a 
point where we’re fairly detached from art. It’s 
more a thing to be remotely intrigued by than 
fought over, and we don’t really mind what the 
artist does as long as it’s a) slightly different 
from the last thing we saw b) good (optional, 
depending on our mood), and c) not invisible 
(compulsory). 

The fake ‘invisible art’ exhibition, in 
which collectors supposedly paid millions for 
nothing, was just about the last thing that out-
raged people, precisely because they expected 
it to happen at some point. Hardly the defini-
tion of shock, it instead shows that we’re tired 
of pointless art that does nothing, and an art 
market that endorses it, which makes the final 
and most important requirement for art to be 
worthy of even a glance today, d) substance.

We’re not out for the shock, we’re not even 
out for the new. What we need is that sense 
of encountering something that wakes us up, 
as an apathetic audience, reminding us that 
art is still interesting and can sometimes, at a 
push, even have a point to it.

ARTS M8

The Shock Market

Speculative?
Jaz Hayward

Features Editor

Photographer Marcus Lyon presents his vision of a claustropobic future.  
Jaz Hayward and Lara Swan discuss ‘Exodus: migrations, megacities and mankind on the move’
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The project has split many opinions and it is easy to 
see why. Lyon has clearly, intelligently and thoroughly 
researched migration in modern times for the piece. 

However, to go to the extent of suggesting that it is a pre-
diction for migration is a horrible oversimplification. The 
cramped images of different locations all stiched together in 
one congested yet linear mess suggests that Lyon sees cur-
rent, large-scale globalisation as a pathway to some sort of 
dystopian future. 

The purpose of the claustrophobic images seems obvi-
ous to me: to disturb. They represent urbanisation as a hor-
ror story, without looking deeper into its benefits. Even if 
our future is a move further towards mass migration and ur-
banisation, Lyon still neglects to represent the growing in-
tegration and wealth that would also be a side effect of this.
And who is to say that this is our future? 

A beautiful and interesting study into the topical sub-
ject of mass migration it might be but that is the extent of it.

Lyon’s portrayal of an over populated world is beautiful, 
using the man made to create images of great depth and 
scale. It could be argued that his ‘painstaking’ work is 

artificial and exaggerated, being in no way an accurate pres-
entation of the scale of future industrialisation. However, it is 
his busy, no-room-for-movement scenes that make the project 
so powerful. 

Lyon’s ability to find elegance in factories, planes and 
shipping boats seems  fitting in our society. In a world no long-
er unspoiled, Lyon has triumphed in reversing the status quo, 
with natural beauty being spurned for the beauty created by 
the development of mankind. His intricate, almost eccentric 
work is delicate, offering us a way out from the oppression of 
over-population, but this is not without purpose. 

Lyon’s message is very clear. He amplifies the harsh real-
ity of overpopulation. This sense of awe inspires us to wonder 
if we really need to live as a frivolous society, powered by the 
irreplaceable, leaving future generations to clean up our mess. 

Insightful?
Lara Swan

Deputy Arts Editor

  Ask the Editors



It’s hard not to take a liking to Josie Long. The comedian 
has carved herself a comfortable seat in the world of come-
dy through her whimsical take on political issues that float 

around the everyday. Her infectious personality and genuine 
desire to address societal injustice through standup is some-
thing to be admired, and is widely recognised, yet the Edin-
burgh Fringe regular is genuinely shocked when I compliment 
her humour.

London-born Long started performing standup when she 
was 16, and is now a regular face on the comedy circuit, as well 
as a BBC Radio Four regular, The Guardian cartoonist, DJ and 
filmmaker. Stints in Skins and on 8 Out of  10 Cats add TV 
appearances to her name. Having experimented with comedy 
shows while studying at the University of Oxford, she began 
her career after graduating and has continued along that path 
ever since. 

A recent succession of Edinburgh Fringe shows have been 
shaped by an overarching left-leaning political stance. Howev-
er, Long’s latest, Cara Josephine, marks a move away from her 
romance with political comedy. The show, currently touring 
around the country, is built on personal experience, and is “a 
very silly but very heartfelt show about love and about trying to 
get over a broken heart.” Such a topic is a small step away from 
the politics fuelled standup that people have grown to love and 

expect from her, but she tells me that this doesn’t mean she has 
given up on it forever. Instead, this new direction is, in a sense, 
one of personal reflection: “I don’t think it’s like, oh, I’m never 
going to write about politics again or anything like that, but it 
feels like this is what I really want to write about at the mo-
ment, and what I feel is most kind of at the forefront of what 
I’ve been experiencing.” 

From talking to Josie, her passion for what she believes 
in, both politically and creatively, is fervently strong. Standup 
provides her with a way to express these thoughts with a large 
platform to build on, and without others telling her what to do. 
Of comedy, she says: “I love it because it’s a clear way of hav-
ing a voice on stage. You don’t need a filter, there aren’t other 
people editing you, there aren’t really any other concerns. You 
really can just say what you feel and present your own view-
points, and I love that about it.” 

Long appreciates comedy as an art form that allows her to 
be creative, injecting humour into more serious contexts and 
pushing boundaries while knowing that people recognise the 
serious element: “I like the fact that we stand up and we can be 
all kind of things. You can be really playful, and you can really 
take the piss out of yourself. And you can say things that are 
really serious, and undermine them with humour and it lets 
you get away with it. You can play things you really believe, and 
then you can undermine them and muck around with them, 
but people still know that you do really believe those things.”

Interestingly, Long is a big fan of Twitter, telling me about 

her secret celebration for her recent Twitter milestone – gain-
ing 100,000 followers. The comedian reveals that on the odd 
occasion, Twitter can act as a source of inspiration for her 
show, but reveals that “on the whole it probably just distracts 
from my standup because it wastes my time.” Like many of us, 
she admits to sometimes finding it difficult to mark bounda-
ries for what is and isn’t acceptable to say in the Twittersphere, 
especially, she tells me, when people forget that she is just a 
normal person. She explains: “Sometimes I find it really hard 
when people treat you as just this public figure and not a per-
son because they are talking directly to you, so it’s like ‘oooh 
god, I’m a person not a thing’.”

Long admits to sometimes finding it difficult being open-
ly exposed to criticism from such a wide audience, describing 
how she finds it “very interesting to suddenly be open to tens 
and tens and tens of critical responses to everything you say. 
I don’t mean critical just as in attacking, I mean like critical 
examinations of what you said and shit like that.”

Openly feminist, Long has before expressed views about 
the ‘No More Page 3’ campaign on Twitter. It’s something that 
she is passionate about, and isn’t afraid to hold back on: “I 
fucking hate Page 3 and I want it to end. I think it’s done with 
malice and in a way that mocks... the women that it presents; 
it’s mean spirited ... it’s weird, and I hate it.” 

One of Long’s many projects is charity Arts Emergency 
Fund: a network of mentors hailing from the creative arts 
that she co-founded with friend Neil Griffiths in 
2011. Long recognises the significant edge held by 
those from “backgrounds of support and privi-
lege” who are able to study what they want 
without restrictions. 

She established the charity for this 
reason, aiming “to empower young people 
[from disadvantaged circumstances] to be 
able to study what they love and to have a life 
that they want, as opposed to the way that 
people often feel, which is that they have to 
compromise in advance.” 

Personal experience is responsible for 
Long’s clear passion for the cause. At Ox-
ford, she didn’t share the background of 
students there, and neither did Griffiths: 
“it was a bit of a struggle in a lot of ways to 
get to university and to stay at university 
and then after that I think we both felt like 
by that time, because we were in our late 
20s, we’d managed to earn some sort of privi-
lege for ourselves by getting to do jobs that we love.” 
Long and Griffiths wanted to give back and 
help students in their previous situa-
tion so that “people maybe didn’t 
come up against so many 
challenges.”

With many projects 
constantly on the go to 
“keep things interest-
ing”, the next in line 
is a low budget short 
film about politics 
and activism set in 
Glasgow. Josie her-
self will star, and 
filming will begin 
in the summer. She 
will without a doubt 
be back at this year’s 
Fringe with her 
eighth performance, 
most likely to add 
yet another award-
winning show to her 
already glittering 
collection of acco-
lades. M
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So Long, Page 3
Fringe success Josie Long chats to Grace Marsh about Edinburgh’s infamous 

comedy festival, Twitter and Page 3
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“”        I fucking hate 
Page 3 and I want 

it to end. I think it’s 
done with malice 
and in a way that 

mocks the women 
that it presents; it’s 

mean spirited, 
it’s weird, and 

I hate it

“”     I love it because 
it’s a clear way 

of having a voice 
on stage. You don’t 
need a filter, there 
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Gypsy blouses and floaty ankle length skirts, 
set against the backdrop of a beautiful fair 
trade throw, signal a transition into Spring. 

In this edition’s shoot, we’re being optimistic that 
Summer will come early. Adnorned is a mother-
daughter duo from the North of England who 
create upcycled wearables,  resulting in exquisite 
personal clothing and jewellery. They aim for a bo-
hemian style, creating pretty pieces that are creat-
ed both sustainably and ethically. In the first look, 
a floor length embroidered and jewelled dress and 
one-off kaftan two-piece captivate and take influ-
ence from Asian designs. In the second look, float-

ing skirts and cropped blouses allow us to create 
a hippy style. The shoot has a big focus on jewel-
lery, from gorgeous hand-crafted agate necklaces 
to hands decked in gemstone rings.  The first look 
embraces Adorned’s cleverly crafted headpieces, 
which link gold metal and blue gemstones, adding 
something  unique to an outfit. In the second look, 
we’ve aimed for an ocean blue  and white jewellery 
ensemble, which is complemented with a thin line 
of turquoise eyeliner to bring out the color of the 
skirts.  Overall, Adorned is a shining example of a 
brand which balances style, ethical values and an 
undoubtedly unique look.



Rae Morris’ year has got off to an overwhelmingly good 
start. The singer-songwriter has already secured a top 
10 album, been shortlisted on the BBC Sound of 2015 

poll and completed a sell-out headline tour. 
I caught up with her during the proverbial calm before the 

storm. “It feels really exciting. I feel super lucky. It feels really 
crazy how many people are on the list”, Morris tells me when I 
ask her how it felt to find herself on the BBC Sound of the Year 
poll. “I can’t believe this many people are releasing albums in 
2015. I think it’s generally a breath of fresh air that there’s so 
much new music coming out.” Unfortunately, she didn’t top 
the poll, but to be nominated is a huge honour for new artists.

Morris remains incredibly modest, describing how the 
prospect of winning would be “great exposure”, although she 
must be accustomed to hearing praise as her music has won 
the hearts of a good deal of other acts, including Tom Odell, 
George Ezra and, most notably, Bombay Bicycle Club.

Morris’ work with Jack Steadman and co. accelerated her 
career considerably. She was a backing vocalist on three songs 
from the band’s most recent release So Long, See You Tomor-
row and accompanied them on two UK tours. “It’s really lovely 
to know that people I respect, and some of the musicians that 
I’ve grown up listening to, especially Bombay Bicycle Club, are 
fans of my work. 

“I’m such a massive fan, and it feels crazy to have people 
like that say they enjoy what you do. An integral part of creat-
ing music is knowing that you’re affecting people and chang-
ing things. It feels really natural and lovely.” 

I love Morris’ contributions to the album, especially on 
the track ‘Overdone’, and this only bodes well for her career in 
music as it has done for her close friend and long-term Bom-
bay Bicycle Club collaborator, Lucy Rose. One can’t help but 

observe that Morris has clearly been influenced by Steadman’s 
organic writing style while in her time collaborating with the 
band. In the same way that So Long, See You Tomorrow was 
heavily influenced by Steadman’s travels in Asia, the word 
‘natural’ often crops up in the interview when Morris discusses 
how her debut album was formed. 

“When I wrote the title track, ‘Unguarded’, I realised that 
what it was that I was doing was just so natural. I hadn’t really 

thought about a theme or anything that was kind of contrived, 
it was just me writing songs from the age of 17. It helped me 
discover what it is that I want to do and the sounds I wanted to 
create, so I see it as a kind of a coming of age process.” 

Lyrically, the songs on Unguarded are understated and 
simple, though one may not notice this beneath Morris’s ex-
pressive singing style. 

She emphasises the role of emotion in her songs, adding, 
“A lot of my lyrics are just the first thing that comes into my 
head when I’m writing them, I guess I like to keep it simple 
and try not to complicate it by using bigger words. I just try to 

be real and talk in an honest way.” 
This might even be the best kind of songwriting, as she 

says so much with so little, and Morris’ fans certainly relate 
vulnerable honesty of her music. Morris cites her initial influ-
ences as Kate Bush and Joni Mitchell, before enthusing about 
her love of electronic music. 

“I got obsessed with combining electronic sounds with 
organic sounds and the producers that I worked with also in-
spired me to do more of that. So I think it gradually turned into 
something quite unique.” Distinctive influences and sounds 
can be unearthed within the fusion, especially on tracks like 
‘Unguarded’, ‘Do You Even Know?’ and ‘Cold’.

Morris is one of many singers who tweet daily, as well as 
uploading photos to Instagram. I was intrigued to find out 
how social media has helped carve her path into the music 
industry. “You can’t really gauge whether or not people are 
aware of who you are,” she tells me honestly, “and I think, in 
a way, social media does that. It kind of gives you more of an 
indication as to who knows you and who’s talking about you 
and whatever, and that’s great. 

“I’m really pleased with social media. I feel like the fans 
I’ve got on there are very real and genuinely supportive, and I 
get to see the same names over and over again. I kind of know 
who’s running the fan accounts and it feels like they’ve been 
there with me from the beginning. It’s been a steady thing - I 
didn’t suddenly get hundreds of thousands of followers. I ap-
preciate everyone coming on the journey with me.” 

Morris is excited to get started on the events of this year. 
With so much to offer, it’s easy to see why. “I’ve kind of got to 
that point where everything is ready to go. I’ve spent such a 
long time making it, I can’t wait for everyone to hear it now. I 
really can’t wait.” M
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The freedom of release
Rae Morris is finally stepping into a spotlight of her own with the release of Unguarded. 

Hatti Linnell talks lyrics, touring and Twitter with the singer-songwriter of the moment

“”   You can’t really       
gauge whether or 

not people are aware 
of who you are
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MUSINGS.
 Kasabian’s Tom Meighan

“We’re going through a period where the squares are in charge. There’s no 
surrealists, there’s no fantasy in music. The squares are having their day.”

Imagine Dragons - Smoke + Mirrors

Everything they touch turns to gold. After taking the world by 
storm with first album Night Visions in 2012, Las Vegas band 
Imagine Dragons have composed another thrilling album with 
viral potential to equal that of their debut. With a total of 18 
tracks, the album takes up a little over an hour, yet it never 
seems to drag nor stumble. With an echoing ring of originality, 
a large number of the tracks on Smoke + Mirrors are defined by 
a genre mash up, though one can pick out strains of the stadi-
um-filling bravado of Coldplay and the emotional intimacy of 
Mumford & Sons in their new material. It is an album of pas-
sion and ambition, a chaotic delight with an identity of its own. 
‘Shots’ acts as opener, propounding an electronic, techno vibe 
as lead singer Dan Reynold’s voice takes over to start us on this 
brilliant journey. The brutally raw and honest ‘Gold’ is a breath 
of fresh air with its combination of edgy tone and riveting beat. 

‘Smoke + Mirrors’ could not have been given a more apt title, 
with no fixed genre, no fixed direction and a collusion of sym-
phonies - it’s a beautifully realised disaster. The raw aesthetic 
of this track surpasses critisisms of superficiality levelled at 
the band following their debut.  ‘I Bet My Life’, the lead single, 
is the epitome of music that touches the soul. With a melody 
of indomitable spirit, an ardent bridge and lyrics equally as 
powerful, this song was made to reach out to an audience on 
a global level. ‘Warriors’ serves as the breathtaking finale that 
closes this incredible album. Uplifting as ever, this track is im-
maculately orchestrated, and signals the maturity the band has 
ammassed on this sophomore effort. Smoke + Mirrors is Imag-
ine Dragon’s consolidation of their gains so far, an album that 
breeds fervour and zeal. Free spirited as ever, the album is sure 
to trend as a phenomenon in music this year. 

At 73, you’d think most musicians would prob-
ably wind down and put their feet up. Not Bob 
Dylan. Shadows In The Night is a collection of 
10 songs from the Great American Songbook, all 
of which had originally been recorded by Frank 
Sinatra. Under his control, the songs have a lan-
guid and chilled vibe. The opening track, ‘I’m a 
Fool to Want You’, is an effortlessly cool opening 
to the album. The songs have found a different 
significance under Dylan’s tutelage. His husky 
baritone shines strongly, humming harmoni-
ously through the songs, keeping them tempered 
and provocative. He gives his strongest recorded 
vocal performance for years. It was unusual to 
think that Dylan would release a 10-track rendi-
tion of Sinatra classics. You’d think it would be 
difficult for Dylan to succeed here but he com-
pletely pulls it off. It’s an album that is simultane-
ously nostalgic and fresh.

On 13 February I spent four hours in Fibbers rocking out to the 
sound of Benjamin Turner’s dissertation. As strange as it 
sounds, this body of work took the form of the much 
anticipated Livestock club night, headlined by 
Turner’s blossoming jazz/funk/hip-hop/
dance fusion band Donkey Zoo.

The night kicked off at 11pm with 
a premiere electronic set from stu-
dent producer/DJ Jack McNeill. 
He artfully smoothed the inflating 
crowd’s entry into the main room 
with an entrancing but short-
lived mix of dreamy electronica. 
McNeill showcased an entirely 
original set of his own brand of 
downtempo dance music, with 
hints of glitch and hip hop and 
some refined 808 beats.

Donkey Zoo began their set 
at midnight with one of their 
earliest songs, ‘Stale Oats’. The 
punchy repeating riff on this song 
had the crowd immediately trans-
fixed - Sam Johnson’s liquid tenor 
sax solo was an instant highlight.

The soulful voice of Tristan Land-
ymore joined in for a smooth cover of 
‘Made Up Love Song no.45’ by The Marzec 
Group. The band showed off some impressive new 
material, after which the two percussionists Will Ed-
wards and James Woods had a vigorous drum-off with the  whole 

band playing along and working off each other.
    Kirsty Hughes was a powerful addition, singing a beauti-

ful cover of Banks’ ‘Warm Water’, which proved a real 
crowd pleaser. Turner’s synth solo on Donkey Zoo’s 

song ‘Perpetuation’ was spectacular, and added 
a smattering of comedic value to the perfor-

mance as always. 
 As the night progressed, Donkey 

Zoo’s set became more and more spon-
taneous, as Turner led them on a jam 
of epic proportions with some cheeky 
well-known melodies popping into 
the mix. Towards the end of the 
night James Woods left his bon-
gos to move centre stage and begin 
rapping in a killer addition to one 
of their new songs, ‘Fire’. 

Donkey Zoo closed the set with 
their stirring ballad ‘Indigo’. As the 
song dropped into its fast rhapsodic 

section, the Fibbers dance floor was 
almost too much to handle. 

After that there was no way that 
Turner and his crew were getting away 

without providing an encore. 
The other brilliant members finally got 

their say here - Dan Watts on trumpet, Marco 
Basaglia on guitar, Tim Russel on bass and Phil-

lipe Cato on keys. 
Donkey Zoo triumphed in their aim of playing in their 

free funky jazzy style and making it relevant in a club setting.

Live Review: Livestock with Jack McNeill and Donkey Zoo

Enter Shikari - The Mindsweep

Enter Shikari are well known for their outspoken 
politics slotted in between pleasingly uncomfort-
able drops and a medley of post-hardcore-elec-
tronic mania – and in this respect, The Mind-
sweep does not disappoint. The album starts with 
the clear intent to incite a revolution with the 
rousing opening “This is an appeal”. The track, 
‘The Appeal and The Mindsweep I’, cleverly com-
bines inspiring spoken word and angry hardcore 
drops while setting up the expected political 
theme of the album. Perhaps the most uncon-
ventional track on the album is ‘There’s a Price 
on Your Head’, a peculiar attack on class systems 
with edgy beats and an in-your-face sound. What 
this album presents is nothing unexpected from 
Enter Shikari in terms of sound and approach. 
There are many good tracks in this album, but 
overall it lacks identity and mainly inspires 
a sense of confusion rather than revolution. 

Bob Dylan - Shadows In The Night

Shahreen Vacha

Rob Wynne-Griffiths

Alex Killeen

Ellie Langford
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Imagine Dragons - Smoke + Mirrors



“I think it’s because of laziness and I 
think it’s because of ignorance. And I 
think it’s embarrassing. And I decided 

that I didn’t want to live in a world where this 
happens anymore.”

Jameela Jamil is frustrated. We should 
all be frustrated too. There are 11.9 million 
people living with a limiting long term ill-
ness, impairment or disability in the UK – 
that’s 19 per cent of people in our society. Our 
response? Help them to live, but rarely help 
them to feel alive in the same small ways that 
the physically able are routinely free to.

Enter Why Not People?, the crowd-fund-
ed brainchild of Jamil that has garnered sup-
port from a plentiful host of like-minded in-
dividuals. The company is only in its infancy, 
but already has the backing of some of the 
most influential names in the music indus-
try. Its intended function is simple: bring big 

acts, customised venues and physically im-
paired music fans and their friends together 
for normal, incredible nights of live music.

It is a members’ club, not a one-off event. 
It’s also a business and not a charity. “For the 
first time, attendees aren’t going to be put at 
the side on a platform away from the stage.” 
Jameela is the lifeblood of Why Not People?, 
taking time out of her trip to LA to chat to 
Nouse. 

“They’re going to be right in the middle 
of the action at the very front, and they’re 
going to be able to enjoy the gig with their 
friends and families. This extends to people 
with hearing and visual diasabilities – they’ll 
be able to enjoy the gig their own way as well.”

Since the launch at the end of January, 
she has worked relentlessly to promote and 
publicise the fledgling business. It is through 
her efforts and industry influence that Mark 
Ronson, Coldplay, Ed Sheeran, Tinie Tempah 
and James Blake will soon be writing history 
by making their music truly, universally ac-
cessible.  

“We’re using SubPac technology for peo-
ple with hearing and sight impairment – the 
music vibrates through you so you physi-
cally feel it,” she tells me. “It was originally 
designed for big name global DJs to be able 

to physically feel the beat, but we’ve realised 
that this would be an amazing concept for 
people with disabilities. We’re going to install 
the technology on some of the chairs so those 
with impairments can really enjoy the con-
cert. There’ll also be sign language on stage. 
We’re going to do everything we can to ensure 
that it’s the best fun, normal night out pos-
sible.”

At 28, Jameela has already hosted what 
is arguably the most high profile radio show 
in the world, launched her own fashion col-
lection and interviewed half of the entertain-
ment industry for Channel 4 and the BBC. 
She’s part of the generation of cool, off-beat 
Londoners with Instagram accounts as edgy 
as their haircuts. 

Yet she has inexorably aimed to use her 
platform for good. She blogs regularly to her 
young, predominantly female fan base on is-
sues ranging from body image to consent, 
with a voice of enlightened perspective much 
lacking for such a demographic. She’s also no 
stranger to dealing with disability – she was 
hit by a car in her teens and suffered acute, 
though not lasting, damage to her spine.

“The reason I wanted to focus on this 
company is that my best friend has cerebral 
palsy, and about two years ago he and I start-
ed to realise that there was a stark difference 
in our personal lives,” she says in response to 
my question of how she believes her experi-
ences of disability have shaped the concep-
tion of Why Not People? 

“We were trying to find places where he 
could go out and socialise and be safe, and we 
couldn’t find anywhere. We literally couldn’t 
find anywhere in the UK where he’d just be 
able to be normal on a night out; to be a nor-
mal 27 year old lad who wants to go out and 
shake the week off. So I thought, ‘if there isn’t 
anything there, I’m going to make somewhere 
myself ’, so I did.” 

She is a measured yet uninhibited speak-
er. She says what she feels, as well as what she 
thinks, and doesn’t shy away from conflict be-
tween the two. Perhaps this is why it is she 
who has taken this essential, groundbreaking 
step.

“I’m doing this because no one else is. 
And I wanted to do something that meant 
something. I don’t want to be remembered 
as someone who wore ankle boots, I want to 
do something important with my platform. 
Going to gigs has been such a huge part of 
my life and going to festivals has been such a 
wonderful rite of passage for me, and it’s sad 
to think about how many millions of people 
are missing out on that because other people 
can’t be arsed and can’t be bothered to spend 
the money.

“It’s a huge proportion of society, and it’s 
not entirely different to black and white dis-
crimination. Looking out on a crowd of peo-
ple who are all completely physically able is 
like looking out on a crowd of people who are 
all Caucasian. 

“It doesn’t make sense and it doesn’t re-
flect society.” Restriction to accessibility for 
gigs and concerts is, as Jameela highlights, 
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“It doesn’t make sense 
and it doesn’t reflect society”

Jameela Jamil explains to Chris Owen why her company organises ordinary gigs for disabled 
individuals,  and how she’s enlisted Chris Martin and Ed Sheeran to help her cause

“”       I want 
this to be the 

start of people 
becoming 

accustomed to 
seeing people in 

wheelchairs
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part of a wider societal blindness that is de-
veloping in place of much needed clarity and 
diligence on behalf of equality of opportunity. 
Much has been said and written of the legacy 
of the London 2012 Paralympics, yet a third 
of people with a disability still experience dif-
ficulties in accessing commercial and leisure 
goods and services. 

More shockingly, disabled people are 
still roughly twice as likely to live in poverty 
as non-disabled adults. Why, in times of such 
technological dexterity, are we still seeing 
such indifferent, passive discrimination?

“We’re not really confronted with disabil-
ity on a day-to-day basis because there is so 
little access, so we don’t see disabled people 
around as much as we should,” Jameela clear-
ly identifies. “It’s a Catch-22, and I think that 
it’s generally a fear and a taboo. That’s what 
we came up against here. It made finding a 
venue virtually impossible. Wembley Arena 
has 90 thousand seats, and out of those seats 
0.35 per cent of them are disabled access. And 
that’s one of the best stadiums for access in 
the country.”

What has the response been from large 
venues accustomed to piling in fans for maxi-
mum revenue? “Some have simply said ‘Sor-
ry, we don’t have the capacity’”, she tells me 
frankly. “They’ve said a point blank ‘No’. 

“They think they haven’t got enough 
disabled clientele to justify the reparations it 
takes to make their venues accessible, which 

is so stupid, because the reason they don’t 
have enough disabled clientele to justify it is 
because they can’t get in. People don’t realise 
that there’s 80 billion pounds to be spent on 
these things – that’s how much the annual 
spending power of disabled people is.”

Fortunately, a number of venues have 
proved tractable. It will be at the Indigo2 
(the O2’s sister arena) that the first landmark 
event will be held. Membership application is 
now open to anyone with an impairment that 
makes gig going difficult or unfeasible – mem-
bers pay an annual subscription of £15, which 
provides Why Not People? ticket access  for 
them and their friends. 

This is perhaps the company’s most as-
tutely composed concept: the gigs will be in-
clusive rather than exclusive. Those with and 
without disabilities will be brought together 
in a proper representation of all who love live 
music. It’s an everyday, extraordinary idea.

“I think this is the beginning of something 
really special,” Jameela says with knife-sharp 
conviction. As long as she helms the company, 
this is surely a given – her passion for the pro-
ject is of a fierceness rarely encountered in the 
contemporary cult of celebrity. 

Yet it is because of her excellent taste 
in ankle boots and proficiency for gabble 
that Chris Martin is now lined up to play to 
thousands of formally excluded fans. Is this a 
landmark moment for the transference of the 
popular platform, as well as for the perception 

of disability?
In all likelihood, probably not. Jameela’s 

selfless determination is all too rare an excep-
tion to a vacuous rule. Yet, in face of the apa-
thy of the privileged, her work alone is already 
doing wonders for changing how we think 
and feel as a society towards disabled peoples. 

By taking steps to prominently ask ‘why 
not?’, she has put in motion a process of re-
alisation – she and her company are forcing 
our eyes open, and encouraging us to ask the 
same question.

“We want this to be the start of a social 
movement,” she tells me in agreement, per-
haps not completely aware of the extent to 
which she has already begun the progres-
sion she seeks. “I want to change the way that 
people look at those with disabilities. I want 
this to be the start of people becoming accus-
tomed to seeing people in wheelchairs, or peo-
ple with deformities or impairments out and 
about on a night out, so we don’t treat them 
any differently to the way that we would ex-
pect to be treated ourselves.”

It’s an aim so achievable that asks for so 
little on behalf of those living ordinary, un-
hindered lives. Jameela Jamil and Why Not 
People? aren’t only providing opportunities 
for all to enter mutually into the spirit of live 
music without obstacle or obstruction, they’re 
setting an example for the kind of inclusive 
societal outlook to which each of us must con-
tribute in any and every small way we can.

What lies ahead for Why Not People?, 
and just how far does Jameela think the reach 
of this historic project can extend? “We’d like 
to help venues become more accessible. Any 
venue who wants to be advised by us, we will 
happily travel to meet with them to show 
them what they need to do in order to have 
the Why Not? seal of approval, and then we 
will bring our business, and our amazing A 
List stars, to them.

“We’d also eventually like to make sure 
that every artist on every tour always has a 
Why Not? night, so that there’s always an op-
portunity for people with disabilities to have a 
night out with proper disabled access, even if 
it’s just in one city. 

“We’d also love to host our own space at a 
big festival, and we’d like to eventually take it 
all over the world.” She collects herself, before 
offering a poignant insight: “It’s my hope that 
in 10 years time my company doesn’t need to 
exist because there’s so much competition.”

Jameela is an enchanting anomaly – as 
everyday as she is extraordinary. As we say 
our goodbyes, I silently hope that she, who has 
used her platform so selflessly to project the 
injustices served to the disabled, never stops 
asking ‘Why Not?’. M

Visit whynotpeople.com to find details on how 
to register for upcoming events, as well as de-
tails on the company’s ambassadors and af-
filiated partners.

10,000
   the amount of pounds coldplay  has    
   just donated to the project

19
the percentage of people in the uk who 
are living with a disability

0.35
the percentage of wembley arena  seats 
currently for the disabled 

15
   the minutes it takes to register as a      
    member of why not People?
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Film critics are often the shadowy figures at the edge of a 
glamorous industry. However much effort a writer puts 
into a careful assessment of a film’s merits and flaws, few 

readers will glance at the byline to identify the writer of a re-
view. However, one of the most well known reviewers in the 
small world of British film criticism is Peter Bradshaw. The 
Guardian’s film critic since 1999, he approaches film criticism 
with both scientific rigour and artistic flair. In one star reviews, 
he applies his paint-stripper-like wit to uncovering the flaws of 
Hollywood’s most fatuous outpourings. 

His review of the Julia Roberts self-discovery adventure 
Eat Pray Love, for example, manages to mock the title’s triple 
imperative structure in every sentence to chart the unfortu-
nate viewer’s growing breakdown in the cinema: “Eat own fist, 

pray for death, love the rushing sense of imminent darkness.” 
At the other end of the spectrum, his five star reviews of the 
films he loves make you want to drop whatever you’re doing 
and run to the nearest cinema. Boyhood, he tells me, is his fa-
vourite film he’s watched professionally. Although “[I’ll] prob-
ably change my mind in the next five minutes,” he urges the 
reader to see the film because its greatness renders all other 
films in the coming-of-age genre “obsolete”.

Bradshaw explains that he got into his career “sort of by 
accident. I was a journalist on the London Evening Standard 
when I left university. I did almost everything and I wrote 
about almost everything, but weirdly I never actually reviewed 
films. What happened was that I had a strange stroke of luck. 
I had a kind of moment in the spotlight because I wrote a sort 
of spoof diary of the Tory MP Alan Clark, and he sued me, and 
it became a huge deal.” When the controversy led to Guard-

ian editor Alan Rusbridger calling him “out of the blue” and 
inviting him to become the paper’s film critic, “I thought all my 
Christmases had come at once, and I said ‘Yes’ straight away 
without having to think about it.”

He knew exactly how he wanted to approach his new posi-
tion: “I certainly felt that I needed to start the way I meant to 
go on, which is being quite forthright, and saying when I didn’t 
like something, but also saying when I did like something. At 
the time it was a tiny bee in my bonnet that arts journalism 
seems to operate in a sort of bland middle ground where peo-
ple go with the flow a bit.  I was basically determined not to 
take a film at its own estimation of itself, not to say ‘This is 
what this film wants us to think’.” 

Bradshaw’s consistent willingness to go against the grain 
of critical opinion never feels like controversy for the sake of 
attention. Rather, he seems to analyse what’s going on beneath 
the screen with a keenness that sometimes lets him see flaws 
that have eluded everyone else. Most recently, for instance, he 
tells me that he considers the warmly reviewed Testament of 
Youth “a film drowning in its own good taste.”

Sometimes his trenchant reviews have drawn angry re-
sponses from those involved in the film-making process them-
selves, for example, when he gave the 2009 film The Reader a 
one star review. He explains now that he “thought it was very 
preposterous and rather middlebrow and rather glib”. His crit-
icism originated  from the film excusing the actions of its main 
character Hanna (Kate Winslet), a former Auschwitz guard. 
This prompted the film’s screenwriter, Sir David Hare, to sar-
castically suggest that Bradshaw didn’t understand the moral 
dilemmas engendered by life under the Nazis: “Clearly film 
critics should have been running Austria at the time.” 

Likewise, in 2013, director James Gray called Bradshaw’s 
negative review of his period drama The Immigrant, “one of 
the dumbest reviews I’ve ever read,” and Bradshaw, “a failure 
as a critic”, pointing out that a scene that Bradshaw called im-
plausible as one that really had happened. He’s stoic about 
such debates: “David Hare was rather nettled by my review 
and he had his say, which is fair enough. I was genuinely sad 
[about The Immigrant controversy] because James Gray is a 
filmmaker I admire, he’s a brilliant man. I have actually met 
him and had a long conversation after his film The Yards came 
out. On a point of factual accuracy, I’m quite prepared to admit 
that he’s right and I’m wrong – he is, after all, the one who’s 
done the research into the subject. But after all, there was 
something very treacly about that movie. I’m a believer in free 
speech. If I’m allowed to criticise, people are allowed to criti-
cise me back.”

Has Bradshaw ever disagreed with his own reviews upon 

re-watching a film? “There are two occasions where that’s hap-
pened.” The first was with Raúl Ruiz’ Proust adaptation Time 
Regained – he gave it a bad review after watching it at an early 
morning screening at Cannes, and had to eat his words when 
he saw it again in London and realised it was “a great film”. The 
other was less highbrow: The Devil Wears Prada. After writ-
ing a two star review when the film first came out, Bradshaw 
enjoyed it more when he saw it again on television. “I thought 
‘Why did I have to be so up myself and snotty-nosed?’”

However much thought he puts into his reviews, there are 
limits as to how much influence he has in the industry as a 
whole. I’m interviewing Bradshaw the same week as the Oscar 
nominations are announced. In his response on the Guard-
ian website, he jokingly claims he wanted to throw a tantrum 
at the lack of nominations for Mr Turner and Selma. Awards 
season, he tells me, is “A time of year when critics are of least 
interest to the industry. When the movie comes out companies 
are very keen for them to get good reviews, but once they’re in 
the running critics are pretty marginalised.”

Could it be argued that the role of a film critic in itself  
is  ‘pretty marginalised’ these days? I put to him the familiar 
maxim that the rise of the internet will mean the death of pro-
fessional criticism – when people can turn to their Twitter feed 
for a round of opinions on a film, what’s the point of print pub-
lications using their dwindling revenues to pay critics to act as 
high priests of deciding cultural quality? He responds with a 
robust defence of his profession. “I’ve been hearing that now 

for about 16 years, almost as long as I’ve been doing this job, 
and weirdly that debate has been accompanied by a sense that 
it must be terribly important, for us to be going on and about 
it. The role of the critic is to stimulate discussion and debate 
and to be an evangelist for what he or she thinks is good. 

The critic has to fulfil the role of an analyst or a psycho-
analyst or a theoretician in deconstructing the things which 
are good and the things which are bad, and bring that debate 
to the cinema.” M

Guardian film critic Peter Bradshaw speaks to Rosemary Collins about disputes with 
filmmakers and the place of professional film criticism in the age of the internet
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F ifty Shades of Grey is quite literally 
one of the worst films I’ve ever seen. 
Maybe I’m not the film’s target audi-

ence of deprived, middle-aged women, but 
the plotline is nonsensical, the characters se-
verely underdeveloped and the sex scenes do 
nothing to redeem the film’s massive failings. 

The film follows sweet and innocent 
Anastasia Steele, who falls for handsome and 
smooth billionaire Christian Grey after inter-
viewing him for the student newspaper. But, 
as her relationship with him begins to blos-
som, she discovers his hidden dark side. Ana-
stasia is shocked to learn that Christian’s bed-
room habits are very particular, and it begins 
to dawn on her that a normal relationship 
with this man may never be possible.

The biggest problem with this film is the 
script. The books are famous for their terrible 
writing, and the film’s script is no different. 
The storytelling is confused - multiple plot-
lines are brought up and never fully resolved, 
probably due to the fact that two sequels have 
already been announced. Not to mention that 
the characters do things that are just absurd. 

The most notable example is right at the 
end (spoiler alert for the few of you who actu-
ally care) when Anastasia finally comes to the 

realisation that Christian gets pleasure from 
her pain, despite the fact that they have dis-
cussed it at length and he has been practicing 
S&M on her for the majority of the movie. 

Much of the equally appalling dialogue 
comes across as more humorous than sexy. 
With such gems as, “I don’t make love, I 
fuck hard”, this film won’t be winning a Best 
Adapted Screenplay Oscar any time soon. 

The performances are generally poor. 
Male lead Jamie Dornan is the worst of the 
bunch. He fails to use the acting talent he 
showcased in BBC 2’s The Fall and his perfor-
mance is, well, stiff. Admittedly, he didn’t have 
much to work with, but Dakota Johnson, who 
plays Anastasia, has equally cringey lines. and 
her performance arguably carries the whole 
film. 

The film has attracted much anticipa-
tion for its potentially adventurous sex scenes. 
However, they’re pretty standard for what 
you’d expect to see in a romantic comedy, the 
exceptions being a couple that involve Ana-
stasia being tied up and Christian hitting her 
with a whip a few times. If you really are look-
ing for a film through which you can ‘lose con-
trol’ and explore your darkest sexual fantasies, 
this is not it. Fifty Shades of Grey was doomed 

as soon as it began production. Although it 
does include reasonably capable actors and is 
very well shot (with the exception of a slightly 
disconcerting scene involving Anastasia’s lips 
and a Grey Corporation pencil), the only way 
this film could be made passable is if it devi-
ated so far from the source material to render 
it hardly recognisable. Even with the appall-

ing dialogue, it could have been redeemed if 
it had gone as extreme with the sex scenes 
as in the books. But then again, it probably 
wouldn’t have been allowed in cinemas. The 
result is a sweaty mess of a film which will 
have you asking yourself why you are watch-
ing it at all. Especially when you start to hear  
certain   questionable sounds in the cinema.

S       elma may be the most politically rele-
vant film currently showing in cinemas. 
Throughout 2014, social media explod-

ed with long-lying frustrations and anger fo-
cussed on police brutality against black peo-
ple in America. 

Selma seems to have found its natural 
context in a domestic sphere still reeling from 
the death of Michael Brown and the result-
ing protests in Fergurson. And now many are 
struggling to retain a voice in a world media 
that has seemingly moved on from the issue.

Based on true events, Selma tells the 
story of the Selma to Montgomery march of 
1965, where many black American citizens 
fought for their right to vote. It has startling 
relevance today; at a time when protestors 
throughout Fergurson were attacked with 
tear gas and labelled as rioters by much of the 
mainstream media, Selma presents a chilling 
echo of current media narratives. 

While the film has many strengths, its 
main appeal can be found in its casting; Da-
vid Oyelowo gives a stunning, powerful per-
formance, and it remains a mystery as to 
why bland performances such as that given 
by Benedict Cumberbatch in The Imitation 
Game were Oscar-nominated, while Oye-
lowo’s remains snubbed. 

Credit, too, must be given to the director, 

Ava DuVernay; it’s rare to see women succeed 
in the mainstream film industry, let alone 
those of ethnic minorities, and it’s a travesty 
that DuVernay is yet to be nominated by the 
Academy. 

Although there were some brilliant per-
formances and directors nominated in this 
year’s Academy Awards, it’s also an undeni-
ably un-diverse slew of nominations. In the 
midst of an endless liturgy of biopics, Selma 
retains diversity and cultural relevance. While 
The Imitation Game shies away from contro-
versial themes (many have criticised the film 
for under-representing Alan Turing’s sexual-
ity, for example), Selma tackles them head on. 
Instead of dulling certain issues, Selma makes 
rioting, violence, and tragedy its focal points: 
it’s shocking both emotionally and poltically.

Selma has been labelled ‘this year’s big-
gest snub’, and it tells us a lot about the culture 
of mainstream film that 2015 sees yet another 
Academy Awards dominated by white men 
making films about white men. Ava DuVernay 
and the talented cast she skilfully directs de-
serve recognition by the Academy. 

And yet, I can’t bring myself to be sur-
prised that they’ve been passed over for other 
actors and directors- this film may have just 
hit the nail on the head, emphasising discrim-
ination in the industry.

The CBBC show Shaun the Sheep, with 
no dialogue beyond grunts and bleats, 
has been an easy sell to TV broadcast-

ers in over 140 countries, so it was no surprise 
when Aardman Animation announced that 
the characters would be making their big-
screen debut. 

Beyond the rather clunky title, Shaun the 
Sheep Movie maintains the basic concepts of 
the TV show – there’s still no dialogue - and 
it further explores the quirky fictional world 
with a trip to the ‘Big City’. But the difficul-
ties of extending a seven-minute television 
programme to a ninety-minute feature film 
does mean that one or two moments feel like 
a procession of set pieces, instead of part of a 
cohesive story.

The plot revolves around the animals 
inadvertently sending the Farmer into the 
city and their subsequent attempts to rescue 
him. This structure allows for several linked 
sketches, the two highlights being a hilarious-
ly disastrous trip to a restaurant (where they 
disguise themselves as humans) and Bitzer 
the dog being mistaken for a doctor about to 
undertake an operation. 

Aardman - and the film’s writer-directors 
Mark Burton and Richard Starzak – play it 
pretty safe with the screenplay, which isn’t 
meant in a derogatory sense. They take a con-

cept that works and stick to it. It has nearly 
everything you would expect from a film ver-
sion of the show: stupid humans, animal-
based hijinks, chases, mistaken identities 
and even a rather sweet love story. It’s this 
simplicity that makes the film so successful. 
Although clearly not a piece of sophisticated 
drama, the construction of these moments is 
simply perfection; each piece gently escalates 
from a fairly ordinary situation into chaos in 
the style of traditional theatrical farces, and it 
works brilliantly as a simple, uncomplicated 
comedy with universal appeal.

As with most Aardman productions, the 
film’s defining aspect is stop-motion anima-
tion. Although not as pristine as their last film, 
The Pirates! In an Adventure with Scientists!, 
the roughness of the styling adds to its charm. 
Seeing the fingerprints of the animators on 
the characters creates a greater appreciation 
of the artistry that has gone into making the 
film and leaves you in no doubt that few com-
puters have gone near the footage. 

Shaun the Sheep the Movie is an uncom-
plicated delight. The detail that has gone into 
its production is astonishing, and it’s certainly 
the funniest film of the year so far. It has all 
the hallmarks of another Aardman classic 
that will be wheeled out every Christmas for 
our viewing pleasure. 

Shaun the Sheep Movie
Rhys Thompson

Fifty Shades of Grey
Will Murray

Selma
Liz Tresidder
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It is not often that a talk begins with a kid-
napping, but nevertheless this is Professor 
Lord Robert Winston’s excuse as he joins a 

packed Bowland Auditorium late for his Q&A 
session, after having been accosted by several 
York alumni and ‘forced’ into drinking several 
whiskeys at the House of Trembling Madness. 

With the speaker feeling “very relaxed”, 
the session begins in a somewhat less eclec-
tic manner, and provides an engaging insight 
into the mind of one of Britain’s most promi-
nent medical scientists.

Professor Winston’s earlier life was not 
as focused as one might expect. He originally 
planned to study English and “didn’t want to 
spend [his] life staring down a microscope” 
by taking up Biology, so he studied Medicine. 
Chuckling, he admits that, “Regardless, I’ve 
spent most of my career doing just that.” 

However, he notes that the post-degree 
move to acting and directing plays for the Ed-
inburgh Festival was time well spent. To this 
he attributes his ability to communicate well 
and understand relationships. This explains 
his specialisation in a very intimate field of 
fertility treatment.

Winston’s interests stretch beyond this — 
he is currently Chair of the Royal College of 
Music and plays both the clarinet and saxo-
phone, although “not very well.” Nevertheless, 
he takes great interest in talking to students 
about non-academic matters, and believes 
strongly in the importance of widening one’s 

own range of experiences in different disci-
plines throughout life. Alongside this is his 
criticism of the current education system, 
particularly that of later childhood, where 
students are pidgeonholed into certain areas 

early on, preventing them (in his view) from 
becoming truly rounded.

He remembers, with a comically pained 
look, the media backlash to a comment he 
made a few years ago, which was interpret-
ed as a preference for undergraduates who 
achieved a 2:1 at university, because those who 
got firsts were too narrow-minded. In reality, 
he hastens to explain, he prefers to work with 
those he likes. “At school everyone is taught to 
look up to Albert Einstein, Marie Curie, Isaac 
Newton: individual geniuses. But we all have 

the same 20 million neurones in our brains as 
Einstein did. The difference is, if two of us col-
laborate, we have double the brain power of 
Einstein or Newton.” He speaks about how he 
likes to imagine the various major members 
of his lab as characters from Winnie the Pooh. 
“I wouldn’t want to share a submarine with 
Francis Crick,” is his closing statement on the 
matter, prompting general chuckling.

Winston believes that this ‘neurological 
equality’ is one of the most important things 
that should be communicated to children, and 
a major reason behind his numerous visits to 
schools with the aim of spreading interest in 
science and to foster scientific literacy in the 
entire population: “We must make sure that 
science is as much a part of our culture as 
Hamlet.”

At times this can seem contradictory: 
“We have limits,” he is careful to add and says 
that “the worst thing that Nobel Prize win-
ners do is assume they know everything. Peo-
ple in such an influential position should not 
become self-important or try to shape policy 
outside their particular field.”

Policy is certainly a current concern, with 
the House of Commons voting in favour of al-
lowing so-called ‘three-parent babies’ through 
the transfer of mitochondria from a separate 
egg just a few hours before Professor Win-
ston’s arrival. He is quick to clarify his views: 
“‘Three Parent Family’ is a total misnomer.” 
He claims that as mitochondria make up 

about 0.001 per cent of our total DNA, and 
none of this affected the phenotype (observa-
ble characteristics such as height and hair col-
our), the procedure had little more effect than 
a blood transfusion. A key difference, and one 
which he sees as purely positive, is that the ef-
fects of the procedure would last for the lives 
of the patient and their descendants.

He is particularly clear on his views about 
the role of religion in the debate. “It is ludi-
crous for any minority faith, be it Christian-
ity, Judaism, Islam or anything else, to try to 
impose its views on the wider majority. These 
are parents who have seen their children 
crumble and die horribly before their eyes. If 
they are informed and they know the risks, 
why shouldn’t they be allowed to undergo the 
procedure?” 

He is, however, also wary of science over-
stepping boundaries, and warns that scien-
tists must be modest and recognise that cur-
rent scientific knowledge isn’t absolute truth, 
especially where quantum physics and biology 
are concerned. He expresses particular con-
cern at Richard Dawkins’ habit of “peddling 
science as truth”.

A Life Peer of the House of Lords since 
1995, Winston will be voting soon on the same 
legislation. He offers several insights into the 
workings of Parliament  which quickly be-
come more generally political. The Lords is 
“much misunderstood”, he claims, particu-
larly in terms of its perceived partisanship. 

Sex, drugs and IVF
Esteemed medical scientist Professor Lord Robert Winston talks to 
Jack Richardson and the York Union about IVF, politics and religion
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Although party affiliation is more overt than 
it was 10 years ago (he recalls his difficulty in 
convincing Labour’s Chief Whip that he was 
indeed a member of the party before he was 
appointed), the bonds are far from strong. 

He tells the audience in conspiratorial 
tones that many Lords say to each other, “I 
couldn’t vote for my leader.” He deplors the 
state of the Commons, describing the Prime 
Minister’s questions as “a travesty of modern 

politics” due to the prepared questions and 
answers interspersed with “misguided flour-
ishes”. This, as well as the youth and lack of 
experience of modern politicians leads him 
to call on students to “vote for the candidate 
who most impresses you”, and claim that the 
Lords should never be reformed before the 
Commons.

This is not to say that he despises politi-
cians themselves. He states that the media is  
mostly at fault for the loss of trust in politi-
cians, due to “a few bad eggs in Parliament”, 
but that at worst, they tend to be “misguided 
and misinformed, but still deeply altruistic,” 
and he speaks highly of David Cameron and 
Ed Miliband. 

Although better than other incarnations 

abroad, the British media remains “seduc-
tive”. This is made particularly pertinent in 
his criticisms of the actions of researchers in 
Newcastle in the days leading up to the de-
bate. 

Not only did they make the research ap-
pear much more important than it actually 
was (such mitochondrial issues make up a 
very small percentage of deaths each year), 
but also told the press that approving the 
treatment would be necessary in order to keep 
Britain at the forefront of science — a move 
which he describes as “bloody stupid” because 
it implies that we were in a race against other 
countries.

After the Q&A, I am able to talk to Pro-
fessor Winston more personally about his life 
and views. Born and raised an Orthodox Jew, 
Winston considers his faith something of an 
advantage. “Jewish bioethics are very scientif-
ically literate. Jews argue. That’s always been 
the tradition; this notion of rationalism goes 
right back to the Talmud. 

“Science asks you to be sceptical and Ju-
daism asks that of you as well, so what you 
arrive at is the rational answer to an issue, 
having made various judgements whilst also 
expecting you to be ethical.”

Winston’s ethics stretch far beyond his 
interest in fertility. Indeed, he considers our 
approach to assisted dying to be “the most 
difficult ethical issue we have to face.” It is 
far more difficult, he assures me, than ‘three-
parent babies’. “I believe it will be debated 
again and again. At the moment, I think that 
the risks of having an Act of Parliament that 
would permit it might result in a huge num-
ber of infirm and confused elderly people go-

ing into hospital, being threatened or fright-
ened that they’re not valuable and will be 
put down. I think it might make some of the 
nursing staff less caring. There’s also the risk 
of families making a decision for them for the 
wrong reasons.” 

In a slight twist, it seems that his thinking 
about the end of life has affected his thoughts 
on life’s beginning. “We take the end of life as 
being the end of brain activity, which is clear 
under British law too. In that sense, the hu-
man embryo doesn’t have any brain activity, 
so in my view it isn’t a person yet. It’s actually 
something that [Thomas] Aquinas argues.”

“I’ve always stopped and thought about 
it,” says Winston, considering his views and 
doubts over the years. “When we were tak-
ing an embryo away, there was always the risk 
that we might do damage. That was a very big 
concern. We might also have made a misdi-
agnosis. 

“Those certainly caused us repeated con-
cern that maybe we should not try to do this, 
but then we did more and more research to 
try to justify it. We never felt that we were in a 
race to do it first, so we didn’t feel that we were 
doing it for aggrandisement, but for people 
like Mrs Edwards, who was the first woman 
we treated, who were people who had been re-
ally damaged by watching their baby die. That 
really was the prime motive.”

It is with a great deal of thought that he 
considers the effect of his fame on his pa-
tients and colleagues. “On the whole, I think 
it has been an advantage with my patients, be-
cause they tend to think that because I’m well 
known I can be trusted, which is a mistake. 
With colleagues it’s been a disadvantage be-
cause they think I’m trying to peddle my own 
aggrandisement, which I don’t think I have. 
In general it’s quite mixed. I don’t like being 
recognised and I think the celebrity culture 
is greatly overvalued. However, it sometimes 
helps one offer their opinion and have their 
voice heard, because people sometimes think 
I represent other people. I think I could prob-
ably do without it.”

On a lighter note, I probe him for a sin-
gle book that every university student should 
read. He chuckles to himself and offers sever-
al. “Students should dip into Michel de Mon-
taigne’s essays, written more than 500 years 
ago. Michel de Montaigne is an amazing man 
who comes from a very good family, but he’s a 
humble person. He lived with peasant farmers 
because his parents didn’t want him to get airs 
and graces, and he writes about life in a whole 
range of eras. 

“I would also get people to read Brave 
New World for my own subject, because peo-
ple take it so seriously that they forget that it’s 
really a bloody good comedy. It’s also not very 

far from what we could achieve with genetics 
in the near future. I’m going to be outrageous 
and also suggest Orlando Figes’ The People’s 
Tragedy, which is about the Russian Revolu-
tion. I think it’s a great book because there’s 
no one in it who comes out well, and many of 
the people who come out badly are actually 

rather good people. I think we should be look-
ing at history to tell us about humanity. We 
should obviously all be reading some Shake-
speare, because he got it all. He understood 
humanity.”

Unsurprisingly, Winston is in favour of 
the amendment to the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Act, and is quite clear on 
his views about IVF. Many worry about the 
ethics of screening for diseases and the slip-
pery slope that this could cause, but Winston 
is quick to clarify that “with the exception of 
cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy, fragile X 
syndrome and one or two others, screenable 
diseases are all pretty rare, so you could never 
screen for many successfully. 

“In our present society, there’s no aspect 
of screening that we don’t want to do, so I 
don’t think there’s [an ethical] limit. Even 
screening for the most common one, cystic fi-
brosis, would be one in  20 of the population.”

When I ask him if it would be justifiable 
to deny some forms of IVF, Winston answers 
without even a twitch of his trademark mous-
tache: “Denying people the right to procreate 
is a fundamentally hostile idea. It’s very close 
to the worst form of eugenics.” It seems that 
despite such fierce debates as we witnessed on 
3 February, medical science will continue to 
have a significant impact on the earliest stages 
of human life for many years to come. M
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There aren’t enough superlatives in the English language 
to describe how boring this time of term is. Deadlines 
are looming, exams need to be prepped for, and disser-

tations need to start taking shape – or, in my case, need start-
ing.

Is there anything new going on in the press? Islamic State 
is still very evil. Asian plane crashes have now nearly killed as 
many people as Ebola. Freedom of speech still isn’t working.

The most exciting and positive bit of news to come out was 
the news that the University of York has been named the best 
drinking university in the UK. Averaging 19.73 units per week 
(about 10 pints to you and me), we shot to the top of the table 
from our previous mediocre position of twentieth in 2012.

Congratulations are thus in order – but think again: in the 

time that I’ve been here since 2012, the same amount of time 
that fees have been at a record-high of nine grand, the number 
of units that students consume per week has dropped consid-
erably. Rather than drinking to forget a lifetime of crippling 
debt, we’re either deciding to knuckle down to do our work 
instead or simply turning to harder forms of substance abuse.

In 2012, despite being twentieth, we were still knocking 
back more units at 20.5 per week, so we’ve actually cleaned up 
our act over time. The winners back in 2012 drank 27.3 units a 
week; we’re not going into Salvo on a Wednesday and ordering 
a pint of absinthe, but simply drinking less. Although, under 
the international drinking rules, we’re not even allowed to say 
‘drinking’, despite the banned word being placed in the title. I 
much prefer the phrase, ‘elegant escapism’ anyway.

Meanwhile, student press is crammed full of coverage 
of the #YUSUelections. Throughout the past few weeks, our 
campus, which inspired the novel Fifty Shades of Grey, was 
turned into an unseen cardboard round of Takeshi’s Castle/the 
world’s biggest fire hazard. 

For yet another year, we were faced with a dreary list of 
boring student politicians snaking their way up the YUSU lad-
der, a ‘joke’ candidate, and candidates who feel compelled to 
run in the elections purely because they have a mildly punny 
surname or one that sounds enough like a brand to make a 
campaign slogan.

With that little competition, I’m surprised I didn’t enter 
myself to represent an orange. Branding would have been sim-
ple and I probably would have had the best shot at presidency 
since Lee Harvey Oswald.

Has anything else happened? The weather: that hap-
pened. Although I selfishly see it as a pathetic fallacy for my 
own life; the weather in York is mediocre at best. York is per-
fectly situated just far enough away from the coast and just far 
enough away from the Pennines, meaning any extreme weath-
er is soaked up before it gets to us. As a result, the weather is 
always averagely glum like Adrian Chiles’ face.

There wasn’t enough snow this year to stop anything, 
nor was there so little snow that we wouldn’t even notice it. 
Instead, we were gifted with just enough snow to piss every-
one off and make everyone four minutes late to whatever they 
needed to be at after stopping to laugh at you slipping on the 
ice in front of that girl on your course that you like.However, 
what was funny about the momentary national snow epidemic 
was all the male council leaders coming out and warning of six 
inches of snow in most areas. It just goes to show that men are 
never going to agree on the length of six inches.

Nevertheless, this still isn’t enough to stop the preppy 
southerners from making the age-old and frankly boring ‘joke’ 
about how it’s so much colder up north. As a southerner, I feel 
that I am suitably positioned to say that you must have mer-
cury for blood to notice a one degree celsius difference.

And if you’re still confused as to why the north is always a 
bit colder than your rural retreat in Kent, don’t make the as-
sumption that ‘the weather hates the poor northerners’. May-
be, in all your academic wisdom, consider that you’re just that 
bit further away from the equator.

My shit week so far
www.ey.com/uk/careers
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1!We won’t be able to survive without Page 
3. If only there were a free, worldwide, 
online destination on which I could look 

at topless women.

2!I keep forgetting that I’ve 
left school. Despite leaving 
almost two years ago, I, 

without fail, log into the library 
computers using my school 

username and password. 
How tragic is that?

3!Hash browns 
and potato rostis 
couldn’t be more 

different from one anoth-
er. In the biggest miscar-
riage of justice in recent 
memory, Derwent cater-
ing department tried to 
pull the wool over my 
eyes by replacing hash 
browns with potato ros-
tis: the veritable horse-
meat of breakfast 
cuisine. I’m not that 
easily fooled.

4!Transfer deadline day is one of my fa-
vourite days of the year. I tried to rec-
reate this by panic buying an overpriced 

kebab I didn’t want after a night out. Not quite 
Andy Carroll for £35 million though.

5!I can function when sober. Despite what 
all of my previous columns may suggest, 
there are periods in my life when I’m 

not intoxicated. Although, as a friend kindly 
pointed out to me, I am much less fun when 
not incoherently drunk... cheers.

6!Receiving a Valentine’s card from your 
Mum is one of the most depressing 
things that could happen on 14 Febru-

ary. Even my calendar had a date on Valentine’s 
day!

7!The temperature in the library is hot-
ter than a Mexican climbing frame at 
high noon. Despite being able to see the 

library from my room, as a first year I rarely 
venture over to this dark side of campus, 
hence it taking me this long to discover the 
library’s equatorial climate.

8!Even the head chef at a Wetherspoons 
would turn his nose up at my cooking. 
After attempting to cook for myself and 

a friend recently, I realised I am destined to 
live off cereal and takeaways for the next three 
years.

9!I am impressing myself with my im-
proved excuses not to go running. Who 
would want to go on a run anyway when 

I have a whole series of Louis Theroux left to 
watch on Netflix? It’s safe to say that marathon 
training is not going well.

10 There are  much more exciting 
uses for cable ties than putting up 
campaign posters around campus. 

Namely tying a housemate to a cupboard and 
laughing at them for half an hour.

Stumbling within a stressful trance,
A few students flutter by and glance
Library-Watchmen in their caffeinated dance
Silent as this strident moon.

John, gazing through Willow’s shadowed fronds
Bursts into a tired, wailing song,
“Only 3000 words to go, not long!”
He’ll do that essay very soon.

Will and Alex are into passion delving
Bound together within the area for Re-Shelving
While engulfed, the watchman catches them. 
He’s yelling:
“What, no studious buzz in there!”

And Phil takes the last of his modafinil,
Wandering through a dream, alert, until
A come-down surges ‘gainst his ailing will
And sleep sends her omnisc’ent stare.

And now, amid the section of Philosophy,
Not a human soul is awake to see
Ancient wisdom arranged so lavishly
Except that guy who’s always there.

10 things I’ve learnt this week
Callum McCulloch: 

The Wanderer
by Sam Hickford
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Competition 2015

The Nouse Photography Competition is officially open! Entrants may put forward pieces for as 
many categories as they want, with a maximum of two entries per category. 
The categories are as follows: 

       Landscape                 Portrait                 Campus                 Action

Entrants should send their photos in high resolution to photography@nouse.co.uk along with a 
title, date and a short caption. The competition is open from now, to all York students and staff, 
until Friday 17 April. Any entries received after this date will be dismissed. Happy snapping!

Images: George Johnston (Left)        
         Petroc Taylor (Right)



Former Home Secretaries Jack 
Straw and Malcolm Rifkind 
have disgraced themselves by 

being caught on camera appearing 
to offer influence and access to un-
dercover journalists posing as reps 
for a Chinese company. 

Rifkind, nicknamed “Rock-
ets” by some of the media for his 
fondness for supporting British 
explosions in other countries, has 
resigned as chairman of the Parlia-
mentary Intelligence and Security 
Committee and will not stand at the 
next election. 

Straw has voluntarily suspend-
ed himself from the Labour Party 
until an investigation has been 
completed. Rifkind has described 
the allegations against him as “con-
temptible”, but resigned after the 
lack of official support for him be-
came clear.

Labour have possibly realised 
that purchasing a large pink bus and 
telling everyone that it was being 

used to have a “conversation” with 
female voters was not the brightest 
idea. Desperate attempts to main-
tain that the van was either ‘cerise’ 
or ‘magenta’ ensued. 

MP Gloria del Piero was also 
forced to pretend that she didn’t 
know what the colour pink was 
when questioned while standing 
next to the offending bus. It appears 
that everyone in Labour is hoping 
that we’ll all just forget (fat chance, 
now that John Oliver has started 
making fun of it). 

An acidic Guardian column 
notes that the whole debacle follows 
the completion of the Labour elec-
tion manifesto, written predomi-
nantly by  men. Patronising? Never.

The Tories are still terrible at 
shedding their image as party of the 
rich and powerful, as David Cam-
eron’s appearance at the hilariously 
expensive Black and White ball 
showed.

In case you had decided to sup-
port the Greens in disgust at every-
one else, party head Natalie Bennett 
recently provided a spectacularly 

excruciating interview. She blamed 
a “brain fade” for underestimating 
a new-homes proposal by some 27 
billion pounds, having to constant-
ly advise refererring back to the 
manifesto when questioned on her 
policies. It was arguably the most 
painful LBC interview since Nigel 
Farage.

And once you’re old and have 

had time to let your grumpiness fes-
ter, the government can take away 
your right to drive! Around 14,000 
pensioners were banned from the 
roads last year, an increase of a third 
since 2011.

Finally Ed Balls forgot the name 
of the businessman helping him to 
draft his small business policy. “Bob 
someone”, will you please stand up?
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UK politics round up

YUSU elections survey results

Sir Malcolm Rifkind’s future looks uncertain after new revelations

Felix Forbes
POLITICAL REPORTER

Katy Sandalls
POLITICS EDITORPolitweets

Very frustrating to watch 
insanity destroying ancient 
artifacts. Reminds me of 
the Abu Gahls who blew up 
Buddha statutes in 2001

TX Muslim 
Republican 
@MohamedElibiary   

27 Feb 2015

Meanwhile elsewhere on 
Hill, #SecKerry says neither 
#Russia nor #Ukraine rebels 
“come close” to complying 
with truce

Jon Williams

@WilliamsJon

25 Feb  2015

Putin compared #Ukraine’s 
non-delivery of gas to Don-
bass to “genocide,” but RF 
cutting o! gas to UA is just 
business 

Julia Davis

@JuliaDavisNews

25 Feb 2015

At 9am in DC, Cuba & 
US resume direct talks to 
re-establish diplomatic 
relations. "ey’re de-
scribed as “disappointingly 
workman-like”

Margaret Brennan

@margbrennan

27 Feb 2015

Guilty verdict for Eddie 
Ray Routh, the man who 
shot and killed “American 
Sniper” Chris Kyle

T. Becket Adams 

@BecketAdams

27 Feb  2015

               IMAGE : CHATHAM HOUSE

I’ve always wondered why people 
vote and what they base this vot-
ing on; especially when it comes 

to student elections. 
While YUSU provide their own 

statistics for student voting habits 
each year, the actual reasons behind 
our choices still remain a mystery; 
until now of course.  

To shed a little light on what 
you look for in your YUSU candi-
dates, Nouse sent out a survey in an 
attempt to answer the age old ques-
tion:  is it what you know or who you 
know that matters?

To establish this, we asked three 
questions: where did you find out 
about the candidates’ policies?; why 
did you vote for the candidate(s) you 
chose in the election? and finally, if 
you didn’t vote or voted to re-open 
nominations, what was your reason-
ing? Voters were allowed to pick as 

many of the responses as they felt 
applicable to their own case. Al-
though this was a small scale study, 
it certainly provides a window into 
what motivates students at York. 

Firstly, the results regarding the 
source of information for candidate 
policies revealed that 65 per cent of 
respondents said that they looked at 
the YUSU website: a natural enough 
response considering the in depth 
detail of policies on the site and the 
promotion YUSU have been doing 
in the past few weeks. 

This was followed by university, 
and social media with 29 per cent 
and 25 per cent respectively. Can-
didate interaction on social media 
has been particularly high this year 
with Facebook and Twitter pages 
and events at the forefront of many 
campaigns. 

While looking carefully at poli-
cies is important for some, 6 re-
spondents admitted that they hadn’t 
even looked into the policies of those 

running for positions before voting.  
Next year’s candidates take 

note: when it came to the reasons 
behind voting, our survey suggests 
that it may be who you know that 
counts.

Saying this, 68 per cent of re-
spondents said they liked the look of 
the candidate’s policies. However, it 
is doubtful that the majority would 
be able to explain the policies of a giv-
en candidate. 44 per cent responded 
that they picked a candidate because 
they knew them personally, with a 
further 35 per cent revealing votes 
had been cast because they knew the 
candidate as a friend of a friend. 

This trend is not particularly 
surprising and sadly reinforces the 
preconception that YUSU elections 
are a popularity contest. These fig-
ures also beat other factors such as 
candidates addressing students in 
lectures and the use of campaign 
materials around campus, scoring 
4 per cent and 20 per cent respec-

tively. It seems that some of the old 
classics may be on the way out.

The third question concerned 
those who hadn’t felt the need to 
vote. Responses as to why students 
had abstained from voting were var-
ied. Reasons included a lack of belief 
in the way that votes were cast, and 
disapproval of the candidates them-
selves. Several respondents com-
plained about candidates going into 
lectures and that this had in fact put 
them off voting. 

One person was rather unre-
served in their condemnation of the 
candidates and wistfully reminded 
us: “Kallum Taylor might have been 
a bit of a knob at times but at least 
he cared.”

The results of the survey make 
for interesting reading. Perhaps can-
didates should spend more time net-
working through social media and 
friends, and less time shouting out 
in lecture halls to students who have 
heard their polices too many times.

Why did you vote for your chosen candidate(s)?

I know them personally

I know of them (friend of a friend etc)

I have heard of them before 

I like their policies

They turned up to many of my lectures

I saw the candidate around campus

I heard them at the URY debate

I heard them on the URY candidate interview night

I liked their slogans and posters

I liked what they were saying on social media 

I voted to re-open nominations

I didn’t vote

Other 

Online  -YUSU Website

Online - Student Media

Through social media

Watched the URY full time officers’ debate

Listened to URY candidate interview night

Heard the policies in lectures

Talking to them on campus outside lectures

On nights out 

Posters

I didn’t look at their policies

I didn’t  vote

Where did you find out about the candidates’ policies?



Many have been referring to 
the ongoing protests that 
culminated in Pristina this 

January as Kosovo’s ‘Winter of Dis-
content’. But just like any situation 
that involves political and social 
upheaval, it needs a good catalyst in 
order for the domino effect to un-
fold. 

The Serbian-Kosovar Minister 
for Communities and Return, and 
the leader of the Serb List party, 
Aleksandar Jablanovic, would give 
Kosovo just that. He referred to an 
ethnic Albanian association of war 
victims as savages, a comment that 
would later escalate to the ques-
tioning of the “well-documented” 
crimes that Serbs committed in 
1998-1999 in the city of Gjakova. 
This insult took many Kosovars to 
the streets, demanding Jablanovic’s 
resignation- a move that was initiat-
ed by AAK and VetëVendosje (Self-
Determination).

But these protests were not 
fuelled simply by an insult. In fact, 
they soon became violent protests, 
as the people of Kosovo finally start-
ed expressing the resentment they 
feel towards the government. The 
power-sharing structure of govern-
ment has not only led to a weak gov-
ernment, but an ethnically divided 
one too. 

With VetëVendosje and Serb 
List (often referred to as the Trojan 
horse in the Kosovar political scene 
by Kosovars) at complete odds with 
one another, it is no surprise that 

frictions have started to become 
more visible.

Furthermore, the country has 
been experiencing long-term eco-
nomic stagnation. Unemployment 
is at 45 per cent, and an estimated 
500, 000 people live on less than $2 
a day. The redistribution of income 
and wealth equally continues to be 
a problem. Most of the wealth is 
concentrated in the hands of a few 
political and business elites. 

Given the climate of affairs, it 
is only to be expected that Kosovo 
should additionally suffer from po-
litical stagnation. It took the current 

coalition government six months to 
be formed and the previous PM is 
now the deputy PM and the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, which only 
makes the elitism accusations reso-
nate to a greater extent. The vast 
majority of Kosovars have lost faith 
in their political leaders. This stems 
from the fact that despite having 
been accused over the years of man-
ifold crimes, they have never fully 
faced justice. It certainly does not 
help that EULEX (the EU Rule of 
Law Mission) has been under scru-
tinity for corruption.

The ‘Serbian influence’ in Ko-

sovo’s political sphere has added 
to the existing distrust. It is a feel-
ing of great disappointment: dis-
appointment in their efficiency to 
demonstrate resilience towards the 
Serbian impact, and disappoint-
ment regarding domestic economic 
reforms. 

The manifestation of this dis-
content has not only erupted into 
violent protests, but also taken the 
form of an exodus. Huge numbers 
of Kosovars started fleeing the 
country in early February (about 10, 
000 a day).  

Nonetheless, there is hope. 
As the PM Isa Mustafa was con-
tinually being pressed for action, 
Jablanovic was removed on 3 Feb-
ruary. This occurred despite the fact 
that he runs the risk of increasing 
tensions during the Serbia-Kosovo 
talks in Brussels.  This mere action 
is an indicator that the PM is well 
aware that he simply cannot afford 
further public disillusionment from 
the government. Though not imme-
diately after this, the protests have 
‘temporarily’ stopped and the peo-
ple have started to return to their 
homes.

This upheaval should serve as a 
reminder that Kosovo is still a very 
fragile state. As a consequence,  it 
needs to be treated with the ade-
quate delicacy, not only to the newly 
installed PM and his government, 
but to the EU as well. The stability 
in Kosovo very much depends on 
the shape that the political structure 
is allowed to take. To a large extent, 
it remains a responsibility of the in-
ternational community.
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Elda Lauka

The recent tax scandals have 
revealed that HSBC bank of-
fered friendly advice to its 

private clients on how to succeed in 
their attempts at tax evasion. This 
effectively shows that our socie-
ties are divided between those who 
have a higher share of wealth (and 
thus greater opportunities to pursue 
their interests) and the remaining 
parts of society with a less fair share 
of resources and limited ways to in-
fluence politics.

Thus, we face a question of 
moral and social responsibility.  As 
individuals, we live in a sophisticat-
ed and participatory society, which 
is legally required to offer everyone 
an equal chance to realize their po-
tential. This is partly dependent 
on our individual tax contribution, 
which allows us as members of so-
ciety to help those around us who 
suffer and require greater support. 

Yet, once somebody is not pay-
ing as much as he/she is required, 
the system becomes untenable, in-
effective and unfair for everyone, 
especially those who need greater 
assistance and support. That is why 
a recent #MakeTaxFair campaign, 
organised by a coalition of chari-
ties, both in Britain and across the 
world, is undoubtedly a step in the 

right direction in few ways.
Politically, while all major par-

ties promised to tackle tax evasion 
in Britain, clearly there is a lack of 
legislative measures to tackle the 
problem. 

As the history of the British 
political system shows, particularly 
since the end of the Cold War, any 
major scandals linked to effective-
ness and suitability of the political 
regime can often be absorbed by a 
political system without any radical 
transformation to address the area 
of concern.

In this light, the current #Ma-
keTaxFair campaign represents a 
cohesive, coordinated and collective 
section of British society to utilise 
the wide spread public anger about 
tax evasion by corporations in such 
a way that brings about a long-term 
change in British tax system. 

Thus, the demand to introduce 
a special Tax Dodging Act from any 
political party, which comes to pow-
er at the General Election within 
100 days of any new government, 
represents a democratic demand, 
formulated in the form of a concrete 
policy decision.

Furthermore, tax systems 
worldwide might also change as a 
consequence of the introduction of  
a Tax Dodging Bill in the UK. Since 
Britain is an important member of 
different international organisa-
tions, such as G8, G20, EU and has 

a UN Security Council role, it can 
use its positive example to pressur-
ise other states into more concrete 
action on tax dodging.  

The change in politically sensi-
tive areas often starts with setting 
a right precedent for others to fol-
low, which enables the interested 
actor to add stronger credibility to 
its views.

On the geopolitical level, tack-
ling tax evasion is an absolute must 
for us as responsible individuals. 

Despite the growing interconnect-
edness of the world, the benefits of 
globalisation are distributed un-
evenly at the global scale, which 
allows the global north to reap the 
benefits from the global south, with 
no consideration of the greater con-
sequences. 

This means that at the moment, 
for every $10 given in international 
aid to the developing world, $15 
slips away because of the tax evasion 
of major  corporations.

A winter of discontent

Anatolie Vataman
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#MakeTaxFair is a necessity

The war may be over, but the fight for Kosovars is still a reality

Left Wing
Right Wing

Nouse Politics’ columnists 
have got themselves all in a flap 
this week about student elec-
tions...

Last time it was me rabbit-
ing on about General Elections, 
today it’s YUSU Elections. The 
time of year where the card-
board fairies sprinkle their 
magic dust over campus and the 
felled trees come to claim back 
what is theirs. Candidates run 
this way and that, trying to get 
hold of two minutes of your time 
and possibly your vote. 

They run for positions 
you’ve not actually heard of be-
fore or had to sneakily search 
for to ensure you know the Un-
ion lingo. They stuff as much or 
as little as they can into their 
policies and promo videos. They 
sneak into lectures to shout their 
beliefs while a bemused lecturer 
wonders how they could follow 
up the adrenaline fuelled per-
formances. 

I had a lecture overrun the 
other day and as we all packed 
to leave several candidates 
walked in. The collective groan 
was impressive but to be fair so 
were the 10 second promos each 
candidate gave as we tried to 
get out the doors. A tip for next 
year’s candidates: keep it short 
and sweet and everyone will 
thank you. 

This year’s candidates don’t 
seem to be your typical politi-
cians; this political commenta-
tor was shocked to find candi-
dates explaining policies and 
what they stood for. Mr Farage 
could learn from your examples!

Although, like a good poli-
tician, whether your ideas could 
actually be put into place is an-
other question - one that you’re 
probably starting to ask your-
selves right about now.

By the time you read this, 
however, it will all be over; the 
speeches and the cardboard will 
fade to grey (quite literally for 
the cardboard) and the height of 
student political action will go 
into hibernation mode for an-
other year.

 The hangovers will pass 
and someone will wake up and 
remember that they are going to 
be in charge of the whole Stu-
dent Union… whoops. 

Remember kids, politics is 
for life, not just for YUSU elec-
tions...

Join the debate on Twitter  
with the hashtag LWRW.

@nouseopinion
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Tax evasion has a direct effect upon the success of international aid

               IMAGE : CHRIS TOLWORTHY
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Business
What’s so super about supermarkets?

As competition among supermarkets heats up and the debate about discount grocers 
continues, Nouse Business takes a look at which supermarket is best for you 

The new kid on the block. Aldi along with Lidl, the other 
‘low-cost’ supermarket, has shaken up the grocery mar-
ket in the last couple of years. Together they have shat-
tered the illusion that low-cost must mean low qual-
ity. This has earned them many plaudits and steadily 
changed their clientele.

Cost: £52.97
 

£44.97
The cost of our basket

£3.00
The cost of getting there

0.60
Average product quality

£5.00
Store size: medium

Cost: £56.85
The largest supermarket chain in the UK, Tesco’s reputa-
tion as the cheapest grocer has come under attack from 
both established rivals and new upstarts. Meanwhile 
numerous scandals have rocked the company and rein-
forced its image of stocking poor quality products. For 
our analysis, Nouse went to a Tesco Express.

£5.00
The cost of getting there

0.45
Average product quality

£41.85
The cost of our basket
£10.00
Store size: small

One of the oldest national supermarket chains, Sains-
burys is currently stuck between superior Waitrose 
and the multitude of competitors below. It has moved 
to lower prices to combat its rivals while trying to hold 
onto its reputation for quality. The store we review here 
is the new Sainsbury Local in Parliment Street.

£47.15
The cost of our basket

£5.00
The cost of getting there

£10.00
Store size: small

0.50
Average product quality

Cost: £62.15
   

Cost: £75.40
 

The only supermarket on campus, Nisa or the Northern Inde-
pendent Shopkeepers Associaton has a near monopoly on food 
shopping. The store reviewed here is the Market Square Nisa.

£5.00
Store size: medium

£0.20
The cost of getting there

£70.20
The cost of our basket

0.95
Average product quality

With a repuation for outstanding quality and ethical val-
ues, Waitrose has a reputation as being the supermarket 
of choice for the middle classes. However, it is widely 
perceived as being more costly than almost every other 
supermarket.

£4.00
The cost of getting there

£69.30
The cost of our basket

£0.00
Store size: large

0.90
Average product quality

The most recent addition to the ranks of national su-
permarket chains, Morrisons prides itself on its fresh 
ingredients. With a good reputation and extremely com-
petitive prices, Morrisons is a contender for the most 
popular supermarket in the country.

£48.03
The cost of our basket

£4.50
The cost of getting there

£0.00
Store size: large

0.65
Average product quality

Cost: £52.53
   

Perhaps the least memorable of the ‘big-four’ supermarkets, 
ASDA nevertheless offers good quality food at extremely com-
petitive prices. The shop compared here is the store located 
near Morrisons.

£44.09
The cost of our basket

£6.05
The cost of getting there

£5.00
Store size: medium

0.55
Average product quality

Cost: £55.14

Cost: £65.10 
  

Chicken Breasts
 Bacon Slices

 Bread
 Cheese
 Butter

 Spaghetti
 Pasta Sauce
 Weetabix
 Onions

 Mushrooms

Microwaveable Rice
Milk (4 pints) 
Eggs (6, med)
 Sun!ower Oil

 Toilet Roll (9 Pack)
 Washing-up Liquid

 Fabric So"ener
 Clothes Detergent

 Shampoo
 Shower Gel

Shopping list

What did we test?

Cost: £73.30

Favourite among off-campus students for its central lo-
cation, The Co-operative prides itself on quality and its 
ethical nature. The group, though, has come under pres-
sure in recent times and is having to shut many of its re-
tail outlets. The shop reviewed is the Hull Road Co-op.

£1.25
Cost of getting there

£59.85
The cost of our basket.

£5.00
Store size: medium

0.75
Average product quality

We reviewed eight of the major chain supermarkets in 
York, based on price, quality, size of store, travel time and 
travel cost. 

At each retailer we sought out the cheapest product in 
each category, categorising them into one of three groups 
based on its quality. Low level own-brand products such 
as value ranges were given a score of zero, better quality 
supermarket own labels as well as some branded products 
scored one, and finally branded products and top level 
own-brands were given a score of two. The scores were 
then averaged, with a lower score thus indicating a worse 
average  product quality.  

There was a £1 cost added for every 10 minutes needed to 
travel to the supermarket from the University. Buses were 
taken where necessary, with a return ticket purchased. 

We added a penalty for smaller stores since it might not 
be possible to purchase all the reviewed products there, or 
at the same cost. Thus, there was a £10 charge for being 
small store - a Tesco express or equivalent,  £5 for being a 
medium-sized store and no cost for large stores.

IMAGE: KATE MITCHELL



Students living on Heslington East benefit 
from some of the newest accommoda-
tion on campus. This comes at a price: 

the absence of shopping facilities. There are 
now three colleges on the site - with nearly 
2000 students living in them - yet students 
have to commute to Heslington West to do 
basic shopping.

Proposals are currently underway for a 
shopping parade to be built on Kimberlow 
Lane, but at the moment the development’s 
future remains uncertain. There has been 
significant campaigning on the part of Hes-
lington East based students in favour of the 
project, with the establishment of a Facebook 
group (Campaign #HesEast) and over 130 
comments made on the council’s planning 
portal. 

Although many students feel strongly 
about this issue, a convenience store could  
only make a small difference. The free bus ser-
vice between Heslington East and West means 
that students living in Goodricke, Langwith or 
Constantine are only five minutes away from 
the existing Nisa in Market Square.

 Moreover, the supermarket is likely to be 
quite small, making full weekly shops unfeas-
able for most students. Thus it would still be 
necessary to order online deliveries or take the 
bus to Monks Cross. The building of a small 
new Nisa store to service the students of Hes 
East would therefore not make a sufficient dif-
ference that is required for students. 

Breaking Nisa’s monopoly of campus 
shopping would most benefit students on 

both campuses. This could drive down prices, 
allowing students to shop around, as well as 
incentivising Heslington West students to 
visit Heslington East to go to the new super-
market.

Students on both campuses are currently 
facing a trade off between convenience and 
cost, but the University has the opportunity to 
address these concerns through the proposed 
plans for the new shopping parade. 

Business

www.nouse.co.uk NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         19
www.ey.com/uk/careers

Hungry Hes-Easters may have no hope
BUSINESS REPORTER
Kim Almond

Milking the Yak for all it’s worth

Tuesday 3 March 2015

  Got lunch?
James Humpish

In recent months, university campuses 
across Britain have become increasingly 
gripped by localised anonymous social 

media app, Yik Yak. The University of York 
is no exception to this trend, with dozens of 
‘yaks’ being posted every minute at peak traf-
fic. 

For the disbelievers yet to be converted, 
Yik Yak allows users to post anything they 
want on the app with the perk of total ano-
nymity, but anything you post can be voted up 
or down by fellow yakkers within a 10-mile 
radius. A post that receives five down-votes is 
kicked off the yak feed. No one can tell who 
posts what. It’s arguably the most meritocrat-
ic social media tool yet to be created. 

So far, the app - free to download - has 
proved indisputably popular. Either in spite 
of, or because of its low-key and simplistic 
interface, the app is used regularly by two 
million people across the English-speaking 
world. 

It recently broke into the top 10 most 
downloaded social media apps in the US. Ac-
cording to Yik Yak co-founder Brooks Buff-
ington, the app was once tied with Facebook 

for number of downloads at the height of its 
US boom in early 2014. 

As with many tech startups today, ques-
tions remain about its potential for staying-
power and long-term profitability. The com-
pany does not currently bring in any revenue, 
and analysts fear that any attempts to tamper 
with the app’s simplified formula would ruin 
its unique appeal. However, it seems that 
Buffington and Tyler Droll, his co-founder at 
Yik Yak and fellow graduate of Furman Uni-
versity, South Carolina, are pretty clued up 
about where they want to take their company 
at the moment. 

Now, in March 2015, Yik Yak has been 
reported as having an estimated market val-
ue of $300 million to $400 million, and its 
two young co-founders are showing no signs 
of packing up and selling. Expansion, rather 
than profitability, dominates their current 
agenda. The two know that introducing ad-
vertising would represent a huge faux-pas at 
such an early stage of their development. 

Yik Yak received a hefty $62 million in 
investor funding last November, to add to the 
$11 million it accumulated in early 2014. The 
source of the funding could prove telling in 
the long-run: Yik Yak’s key backers include 
Sequoia Capital, the venture capital firm who 
had a sizeable investment in WhatsApp be-
fore it was bought by Facebook for $21 billion 
in February 2014. 

Given their experience in backing mes-
saging apps, Sequoia’s support for Yik Yak is 
a massive vote of confidence for the young 
startup. 

The capital they have received from in-
vestors has gone towards hiring more staff for 
their Atlanta headquarters. Buffington and 
Droll have decided against moving to Silicon 
Valley at the moment, choosing to remain in 
Atlanta’s growing tech scene for the time be-
ing. 

Last month, they signalled their intent by 
poaching Google’s experienced former senior 
engineering director, Michael Morrissey, in a 
bid to bolster their credibility in the industry. 

Despite its seemingly bright future, 
the anonymous nature of the app has, per-

haps unsurprisingly, not been received entire-
ly without controversy. Incidences of harrass-
ment have been reported in dozens of high 
schools in the US, and at least 10 schools in 
Britain have banned their students from using 
the app following reports of cyber-bullying. A 
staggering 85 per cent of American schools 
have restricted access to the app on their 
premises. 

So far, only one university, Norwich Uni-
versity in Vermont, has banned their students 
from using Yik Yak on campus, however, many 
more might soon be set to join in. Fortunately, 
there have not been any rumours that univer-
sities in Britain are considering such action.

For now, the popularity of the app seems 
to have smoothed over such hiccups. New 
rounds of venture capital are set to be an-
nounced in coming months, and it would 
seem foolish to bet against their success. Buff-
ington and Droll are now on the hunt for cam-
pus reps at British universities, so keep on the 
lookout and, in the meantime, keep yakking!

James Pascoe
DEPUTY BUSINESS EDITOR

Sometimes making food at home and 
bringing it to eat on campus just isn’t 

practical. However, the best place to grab 
food at the University is up for debate.

1. Courtyard
Courtyard is 
at the very 
heart of 
Hesl ington 
West, affixed 
to Hendrix 
Hall. Home 
to coffee, 
beer, burgers, salads, and pizzas, you can 
never go too far wrong. You can come in to 
get some work done or grab a pitcher with 
friends. The quality of the food and drink 
is never off the mark and with a selection 
of staples mixed with a variety of specials 
in terms of food and alcohol, it’s no sur-
prise that Courtyard is the go-to place 
when in need of anything from a snack to 
a full-on blowout. 

2. The Edge
For the obscure, The Edge is located in 
Wentworth at the back of Biology and the 
downfall for its business is the advantage 
to its customers: not too many people 
know about it. It’s the ideal place to go 
for a quiet place to work and grab some 
food or a coffee. As a place for Wentworth 
postgrads to go, it’s a pleasant hideaway 
during campus rush-hour.

3. Glasshouse
The natural spot for Hes 

East students to social-
ise, Glasshouse doesn’t 
always get the custom 
it deserves. Hes East 
provides a slightly dif-

ferent range of food to 
Courtyard, but that’s no bad thing when 
it comes to their Hunter’s chicken nor its 
‘World Dish of the Day’. The Glasshouse 
also has a wide range of cocktails to sam-
ple which, while not as sophisticated as 
those at ‘The Lounge’, are still pretty good, 
with the ‘Trashcan’ a perpetual favourite.

4. Alcuin Bistro
Again, not one of the mainstream loca-
tions, Alcuin Bistro is located at the back 
of Chemistry. It’s quite small and conse-
quentially busy, but the food is great with 
a menu similar to Courtyard at more af-
fordable prices. It’s only open until 3pm, 
but when sunny, it makes for the ideal 
place to spend a couple hours during the 
middle of the day when the terrace at 
Courtyard is completely packed.

5. Library Café
The Library Café is 
extortionate in price, 
and for cost-effective 
food, you’d be better 
going to YourShop or 
Nisa. However, the location can’t be 
faulted when you need a quick fix and 
need to be in the library to deal with the 
academic walls finally closing in. You can 
also bring hot food in there, and it’s not 
uncommon to see several people eating 
takeouts in there at midnight during the 
exam season.

Users value Yik Yak’s simple layout

Plans for a Heslington East supermarket have run aground as council rejects initial proposal

IMAGE: TIGER NEWS (LEFT); JAMES PASCOE (BELOW)
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A recent study done by You-
Gov and published by Ra-
teSetter found that adults 

in the UK spend an average of 218 
minutes procrastinating every day. 
If you’ve ever pulled an all-nighter 
for an essay due in the next morn-
ing, or panicked about the lack of 
revision you did over Christmas, 
you’ll know the feeling all too well. 
Procrastination is a big problem, 
especially among students.

Some of you will say that you 
work better under pressure. Well, 
that’s not always true. A study at 
Utah State University found that 
students who did their work earlier 
got higher grades than those who 
left it until the last minute. The stu-
dents had to take an online test that 
was made available a week before 
the deadline. On average, the stu-
dents’ scores increased by 2.7 per 
cent for each day they accessed the 
test before the deadline. Over the 
space of a week, that could make a 
whole grade’s difference! The bene-
fits of not procrastinating are clear, 
so how can you stop?

Michael Wohl et al (in a 2010 
study) found an important factor 
in overcoming procrastination: 
self-forgiveness. Students who had 
forgiven themselves for procrasti-
nating on their first exams ended 
up procrastinating less and doing 
better on their next set of exams, 
while those who still felt bad about 
it didn’t improve. So if you didn’t do 
as well as you wanted in your Janu-
ary exams, there’s still hope for the 
Summer Term, if you can forgive 
your past mistakes and move on.

You might not think that a per-

fectionist would be the sort of per-
son to put off work until the night 
before, but perfectionism and pro-
crastination often go hand in hand. 
The fear of your work not being 
good enough can paralyse you into 
not doing it at all. Identifying the 
reasons behind your procrastina-
tion can be a big help in overcom-
ing it. If you know you’re a perfec-
tionist, try to accept the fact that 
the first draft of your essay might 
not be perfect, and at least if you do 
it now you’ll have more time to edit 

it than if you leave it too late.
Sometimes, getting started is 

the hardest part, but once you’re 
past that initial hurdle you’ll realise 
that it’s not so bad. Short bursts of 
effort can be what you need to start 
work. Set a timer for just five min-
utes and make yourself work for the 
whole time. That’s hardly any time 
so you can easily stick to it, and 
once you get going, you might not 
want to stop when the time is up.

Writing down what you need 
to do and when you’re going to do it 

can make you more likely to actual-
ly do it. In a 2011 study, employees 
at a firm were offered free flu vac-
cinations and they were more likely 
to turn up if they’d got an email en-
couraging them to write down the 
time and date they planned to go, 
as opposed to one that didn’t ask 
them to write anything down. The 
same tactics might work for study-
ing. Write down what time you 
want to start working, and it’ll help 
you remember to do it and stick to 
your plan.
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Beat procrastination with science”

Watch-a doin?

Geeksme has created a smartwatch 
with two novel functions (in addi-
tion to telling the time). The first is 
to measure an individual’s impact 
on the environment, and the sec-
ond is to track the wearer’s sexual 
development. The watch will take 
measurements includ-
ing calories burned, 
and the session 
duration. A ‘Share 
and Play’ function 
has been hinted 
at whereby users 
can compare sex-
ual performance 
and create ‘goals’.

You dirty rat

The black rat has been given a bit of 
a bad reputation over the years, but 
there is now new evidence indicat-
ing that it was actually Asian giant 
gerbils that were the carriers of the 
Black Death in the 14th century. 
Scientists at the Uni-
versity of Oslo plan to 
analyse the bacteria ex-
tracted from Plague-
infected skeletons to 
compare the levels 
of DNA variation 
across Europe. 

Not so dope

A huge amount of confusion has al-
ways surrounded cannabis; plenty 
of people say it may have benefical 
effects, yet the UK government 
stands firm on its illegal-
ity. New research i n t o 
skunk highlights 
the dan-
gers of 
r e g u l a r 
c a n n a -
bis use. 
Skunk con-
tains a very 
high proportion of 
THC, the chemical that-
makes you stoned, but it can also 
bring on anxiety, psychosis and will 
seriously impair your memory. Ad-
diction to this form of the drug is 
about 10 per cent in users.

Sunny side up

An aeronaut who flew around the 
world in a hot air balloon will now 
do it using solar power. After burn-
ing 3.7 tonnes of liquid propane 
o n his first expedition, he 

vowed that the next 
time there would 
be no fuel. The ves-
sel that will carry 
him is wider than 

a jumbo jet but as 
light as a family car. 

The flight, being carried 
out to promote sustainabil-

ity, launched on 1 March.

Science
 Snippets

Faye John
SCIENCE REPORTER

The science of procrastination
IMAGE: LYNN FRIEDMAN

Research conducted by the 
Department of Biology at the 
University of York showed 

that the drug phenytoin, currently 
used to treat epilepsy, has beneficial 
effects on breast cancer patients. It 
has been discovered that treatment 
with phenytoin reduced both the 
growth and spread of tumor cells in 
a preclinical model. 

This leads to a novel idea of 
studying anti-epileptic drugs as a 
new strategy to find anti-cancer 
therapies.  

But before that, what is epi-
lepsy? Epilepsy is a neurological 
disorder characterised by abnormal 
electrical activity in specific parts of 
the brain. These are responsible for 
the delivery of signals allowing the 
body to function. 

The fault in signalling results 
in different types of seizures; peo-

ple lose consciousness, experience 
uncontrolled movements, and in 
some cases, the person will exhibit  
repeated blinking of the eyes or dif-
ficulties with speech.

Seeing someone having a sei-
zure can be very shocking and peo-
ple with epilepsy are often a target 
for discrimination. In some cul-
tures, epilepsy is associated with 
madness. Chinese and Indian law 
states that a person suffering from 
the disorder is forbidden from mar-
riage. 

In Cameroon, there is a be-
lief that people with epilepsy are 
cursed, and in the UK there was a 
law in place forbidding people with 
epilepsy to marry until 1970. 

You might think that epilepsy 
only affects a small per cent of the 
population. This is a misconcep-
tion. 

According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), around 50 
million people worldwide suffer 

from this disease. Scientists are still 
unable to pinpoint the exact cause 
of the disorder and risk factors in-
clude a genetic predisposition, se-
vere injury and the onset of tumour 
growth. 

It is a huge challenge to ex-
plain the physiological basis of the 
disease, but in terms of awareness, 
things are starting to change. 

An International Epilepsy Day, 
the first taking place on Monday  9 
February, has been created to in-
crease public understanding about 
what is being done to prevent, cure 
and care for sufferers.

This February, the Executive 
Board of WHO agreed to a pledge 
to prioritise epilepsy care all around 
the world. The idea is to act upon 
both the medical, and the social 
consequences of the disease. 

Efforts such as this must con-
tinue, as the struggles epileptic pa-
tients have to deal with in everyday 
life deserve to be better understood.

Marie Guglielminnetti
SCIENCE REPORTER

Epilepsy: understanding the disorder
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Make your own 
matchstick rocket

You will need: tin foil, matches 
and a paper clip

1: Cut the 
heads off six to 
eight regular 
sized matches

2: Roll a sheet of 20cm by 4cm tin 
foil into a tube about the length of 
a match, wide enough so that you 
can fit match heads inside

3: Roll over the 
end of the tube 
so that only one 
end has a hole. 
This will be the 
exhaust for the 
rocket

4: Drop the match heads down 
the inside of the tube until there 
is only  a couple of centimeters of 
space left

5: Bend your 
paper clip into 
a launch pad 
and mount the 
rocket

6: Hold a lighter or a lit match 
against the top end of the rocket, 
and wait for lift-off!

Inserting inanimate objects 
into one’s body ebbs and flows in 
popularity as a pastime (the Lon-
don Fire Brigade’s Twitter feed 
indicates that the nation might be 
on a slight peak post-Fifty Shades 
of Grey). However, we aren’t talk-
ing about inserting objects for the 
purposes of pleasure, not directly 
anyway, but for a method of contra-
ception. 

Many of us will have heard of 
intrauterine devices (IUD), also 
known as the coil. Granted, it does 
not protect at all from STIs, but 
it’s one of the most effective and 
convenient forms of contraception 
currently available to women. Its 
reputation suffered horrendously 
during the 70s, when the first ver-
sions caused significant health 
problems for many women. How-
ever, in the past 20 years, they have 
come a long way and are increas-
ingly seen as a safer alternative to 
the pill, since IUDs remove the 

chance of human error as it only 
has to be inserted once.

There is a large number of ad-
vantages to the ‘T’-shaped device. 
The NHS and the American Col-
lege of Obstetricians and Gynae-
cologists recommend it. According 

to the former’s website, it’s more 
than 99 per cent effective, second 
in that respect only to the implant 
(the pill has a 6 per cent failure 
rate). It is inserted by a doctor in a 
short and (for most women) slight-
ly uncomfortable procedure. The 

copper IUD slowly releases copper 
ions into the uterus making it in-
hospitable to sperm. The similarly-
shaped IUS (intrauterine system) 
releases the hormone progestogen 
which thickens the cervical mucus 
and makes it difficult for the sperm 

to reach an egg. However, the IUS 
may have the effect of reducing 
the intensity of, or even stopping a 
woman’s periods. Also, the IUS only 
releases hormones locally, thus they 
have less of an overall effect than 
those of the implant or the pill..

The chances of major medi-
cal issues with IUDs are extremely 
rare, as the probabilities of per-
forations of the uterine wall and 
expulsions of the IUD are 0.1 per 
cent and 3-5 per cent respectively. 
All these facts make one question 
as to why IUDs are still such an 
unpopular method. It may be due 
to the fact that describing an IUD 
involves the phrases, “metal rod” 
and, “into the vagina” in the same 
sentence – which can cause adverse 
reactions even in empathetic men, 
let alone in the women who it’s be-
ing advertised to. 

All in all, as patronising as 
this may sound coming from a 
man (perhaps I might not deserve 
to have a say on this), but it seems 
that the IUD has an undeservedly 
bad reputation.
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Nutrition overload

Filip Preoteasa
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR

Nutrition Facts
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Vitamin D Margarine
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Fortification can be a useful way to provide essential nutrients to a population, but what are the effects 
of adding supplements to our drinks? Georgina Hill explores whether you can overdose on vitamins? 

The coil is the new contraceptive of choice

IUDs are now recommended as the first-line contraceptive for women

DiY
Science

IMAGE: KIRILPIPO 

As a child, we all remember 
the sweet, squishy vitamin 
chews that claimed to en-

hance our immune systyem, ensure 
healthy growth and strengthen our 
bodies. Recently there has been 
an explosion in the vitamin drinks 
market. We have all seen Vitamin-
waters, Naked Juice and Tropicana 
with added Vitamin C marketed as 
‘heathy’. But are they really?

Recent studies have found that 
many people are exceeding the safe 
limits of nutrient intake. Food forti-
fication is the process of adding mi-
cronutrients to food. In the 1900s, 
medical evidence that 1 in 3 people 
had nutrient deficiencies led to a 
series of campaigns to introduce 
a range of nutrients, including io-
dine, iron and vitamin A, to staple 
foods such as bread and milk. A 
proposal to restrict the number of 
fortified foods was rejected in the 
US in the 1970s, which opened the 

door to the explosion of vitamin 
enhanced beverages.

Some vitamins are water-solu-
ble, so if you have an excess of them, 
they are excreted in urine, damag-
ing organs and tissues as they are 
processed. However, fat-soluble 
vitamins are stored by body tissue 
and accumulate over time. It is dif-
ficult to overdose on vitamins from 
regular food as you’ll feel full long 
before you eat too many vitamins. 
However, with manufactured foods 
it is easy to consume too many vi-
tamins without even realising. For-
tified cereal and milk at breakfast, 
an energy bar between meals and 
enriched pasta for dinner could 
lead you to being over the recom-
mended intake of vitamins.

It is true that these micronu-
trients are essential for the body. 
They are co-factors in enzymes 
that catalyze important reactions 
in the body allowing us to transfer 

energy, maintain body temperature 
and fight disease. Antioxidants re-
act with oxygen species that dam-
age DNA and cells, however, these 
are needed to fight off infection 
and cancer cells. Vitamin overdose 
tends to only give off subtle signs, 
depending on which ones are pre-
sent in excess. 

The vitamins consumed in ex-
cess tend to be vitamins B, C, folic 
acid and calcium. You may have 
trouble sleeping and concentrat-
ing, or nerve problems such as tin-
gling and numbness.

Luckily, nutrient excess is easy 
to avoid. There is no need to spend 
your limited cash on expensive 
vitamin drinks and supplements 
claiming to boost your energy, fo-
cus, and immune functions when 
they may actually be putting you 
in danger. Grab an apple, a glass of 
milk and bunch of veg to naturally 
get your intake of micronutrients.
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W hen you finally drag your beleaguered 
and alcohol soaked brain into third 
year, there are very few things that 

will bring you joy as you trudge through the ar-
bitrary daily life of your final year at university. 
Most of us have packed in society work because 
we’ve realised that spending the first two years 
of university doing anything but our degree has 
crippled our grade average. Instead, we have to 
find something else to occupy our time and this is 
where the sports fans among us have the greatest 
advantage.

As a fresher, you don’t have to justify why 
you’re choosing to watch Crawley Town vs Ley-
ton Orient instead of doing your seminar read-
ing. Of course you’re going to choose a thrilling 
game from the League One relegation battle in-
stead of reading about the life and times of John 
Stuart Mill. When you get into the years that ac-
tually count, it becomes a smidge more difficult 
to justify. Particularly considering you don’t sup-
port Crawley Town or Leyton Orient, and in fact 
you completely forgot that Crawley had a team in 
League One and were even less aware that they 
were dangerously close to being relegated.

If, like me, you’re unfortunate enough to have 
housemates who think watching sport should be 
limited to seeing England fail spectacularly at 
World Cups, then being a student obsessed with 
sport is a fairly dismal affair. It revolves around 
googling ‘Watch Football Live’, despising who-
ever invented BT Sport and wanting to throw 
my laptop out the window when Sky Go buffers 
for about the 25th time during the Liverpool v 
Man City match. And that’s just football. Don’t 
get me started on waking up at arse o’clock to see 
England get battered by Australia in the Cricket 
World Cup or trying to fight said housemates for 
television time to see England in the Six Nations. 

In light of my three year struggle being the obses-
sive sports fan amongst my housemates and ex-
tended circle of friends, I have a few tips to those  
in a similar predicament.

Number One: Don’t discriminate against 
fans from a rival team. If you’re lucky enough to 
find someone in first year who will willingly watch 
football, cricket or rugby with you then it doesn’t 
matter if you’re a Liverpool fan and they’re a Man 
United fan. Latch onto them and pray that they 
end up being as obsessive and nerdy about sport 
as you. Also, it’s hard to gloat if you’re sat in your 
bedroom on your lonesome doing the Tim Hen-
man fist clench when your team score a goal.

Number Two: When in a student house, 

don’t claim TV time for every BBC sport fixture 
that’s on. Save it up for the big matches, like the 
Six Nations or the Euro’s. That way, your house-
mates can’t bitch at you when you ask ever so po-
litely to watch the rugby since you never ask to 
watch sport on the television because you know 
that your housemates don’t really like it and it’s so 
very considerate of you to ask and not just plonk 
yourself down on the sofa with a beer and refuse 
to move [insert eyelash flutter here].

Number Three: If your friends decide to join 
you for this rare and wondrous event, don’t pat-

ronise them if they ask idiotic questions about 
the game. For example, if they innocently inquire 
who that pundit is while gesturing at the screen, 
don’t snort in contempt and interrogate them as 
to why they don’t know who Clive Woodward is. 
Smile, tell them it’s the World Cup winning leg-
end and internalise your disbelief.

Number Four: For the ladies. Refrain from 
punching every man in the face who raises their 
eyebrows and says “You want to watch the foot-
ball?’. It’s tempting, but instead ask calmly who 
the only player to score a hat-trick in a World Cup 
Final is. If he flounders for an answer and doesn’t 
immediately tell you it’s Geoff Hurst then smile 
sweetly and respond “You want to watch the foot-
ball, really?” 

Number Five: When someone asks you why 
you’re in such a good mood, don’t tell them it’s 
because Chris Gayle’s double century the other 
day was one of the finest one day knocks you’ve 
ever seen and that it was quite something to be 
reminded of what West Indies cricket is capable 
of despite their administrative woes. I mean, then 
you’d have to explain who Chris Gayle is and why 
the West Indies have been in the doldrums for the 
past however many years. That’s if the poor soul 
who inquired even asks a follow up question and 
doesn’t rapidly walk in the other direction.

It doesn’t matter which year you’re in, uni-
versity is always going to be stressful at times. 
Procrastination is key to your survival. Nobody 
can be in the library twenty four seven, and live 
to tell the tale. So fellow sports fans, revel in the 
knowledge that watching Crawley Town v Leyton 
Orient is helping you get that much desired 2:1. It 
isn’t detrimental to your degree, I promise.

Having said all this, I’ve just gone downstairs 
to find my housemates are watching the Scotland 
v Italy Six Nations match entirely unprompted. 
We only have seven channels and Saturday after-
noon TV is diabolical but it’s a start. There’s hope 
after all.

Beth Jakubowski
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

“Smile, tell them it’s the 

World Cup winning leg-

end and  internalise your 

disbelief ” 

In the past few years, ODIs have 
borne the brunt of a lot of criti-
cism aimed at the shorter for-

mats of cricket. A lot of the criticism 
focuses on how ODIs are not quite 
as exciting as Twenty20 games, but 
that at the same time, the standard 
of cricket played in ODIs is lower 
than that of the longest format of 
the game, Test matches.

We are currently in the middle 
of the ICC Cricket World Cup and so 
far the tournament has highlighted 
the best features of ODIs and shown 
us why we should appreciate them 
more.

First of all, this year’s tourna-
ment has provided us with some big 
upsets. My personal favourite  be-
ing Ireland’s victory over the West 
Indies. After making a sizeable dent 
in England’s pride in the 2011 World 
Cup, Ireland were back at it again, 
this time humbling the West Indies, 
winning by four wickets with 25 
balls to spare. 

This tournament has also seen 
Afghanistan win their first match at 
a Cricket World Cup, beating fellow 
cricketing minnows Scotland by just 
a single wicket with only three balls 
remaining.

In addition to big upsets, there 
have also been some classic encoun-
ters. New Zealand’s one wicket vic-
tory over Australia in an unusually 
low scoring encounter was what an 
ODI match should be like. It was 
jam packed full of drama and sus-
pense and provided a real tactical 
challenge for both Michael Clarke 
and Brendon McCullum. 

Without the ODI format, 
games like this simply wouldn’t oc-
cur. As one of the main formats of 
the game, ODIs deserve to be appre-
ciated more. In addition to the high 
octane bowling and big hitting that 
is often present within matches, 
ODIs require team captains to have 
a tactical brain when both setting 
the field and planning the team’s 
overall strategy across both innings.

However, ODIs also need to 
be appreciated for a couple of non-
cricketing reasons. First of all, there 
is the introduction of the flashing 
stumps. Just when you think that 
the sensation of watching bails fly 
after taking a wicket couldn’t get 
better, the ICC decide that the bails 
and stumps should FLASH RED as 
a reward for the bowler’s destruc-
tive, wicket taking tendencies. 

Furthermore, watching an 
ODI is the equivalent of watching 
a day of a Test match. Actually, it’s 
slightly longer as only 80 overs are 
usually played in an average day of a 
Test match instead of the 100 overs 
played in an ODI. All this amounts 
to one thing: more drinking time for 
the fans in the stands.

And that is something that the 
vast majority of cricket fans can’t 
disagree with!

Lewis Hill
DEPUTY EDITOR

IMAGE: PHIL SCHWAN

In Defence 
of ODIs
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Bad Week

Good Week

Good Week, Bad Week
The Nouse Sport Team takes a look at the highs and lows of this year’s Varsity tournament in Durham

James College Rugby
It was a humbling afternoon for James as 
they came up against formidable opposi-
tion in the form of Durham’s Collingwood 
College: an incredibly well drilled, powerful 
and creative team that really put the best of 

York to the sword. The writing 
was on the wall after the first 
five minutes, in which Colling-

wood scored two all too easy 
tries, as James appeared to 
have forgotten how to tackle. 
Bright points for James came 
in the form of single a con-
solatory try in the second 
half and an unbelievable tap 

tackle to prevent yet another 
Collingwood try from a 50 metre 

break. However, the 64 point differ-
ence illustrates the gulf in class, and 

signifies a day to forget.

Nouse Sport Team
The Nouse Sport team were taught a lesson 
in the fickle nature of sports journalism at 
this year’s Varsity. We turned up to find the 
internet connection was akin to that of the 
1980s, and the phone signal was so bad 
that it turned the team’s phones into expen-
sive lumps of plastic. With communication 
already a problem, the wind then proceeded 
to beat down on every member of the 
team, turning some members into quiver-
ing wrecks. Thankfully, the team were saved 
by the lovely people at Team Durham and 
the emergence of free food tokens. Not the 
worst week, but a pretty bad week at best.

All too soon, I heard my fellow 
Sports Editor say, “it never 
rains but it pours.” No truer 

words were spoken as we settled 
into our taxing Varsity experience. 
Things began looking up, however, 
as we were kindly directed to a rath-
er lavish looking room and set up for 
the day ahead. 

However, technology has a 
tendency to let you down when it 
matters most and this once again 
came to fruition. The moment we 
arrived, a Durham representative 
announced that there was a lack of 
both internet and mobile phone sig-
nal out on the pitches.  

All of a sudden, we somewhat 
absurdly found ourselves thinking 
remorsefully of the 3G on Hesling-
ton East and how it now seemed like 
a buzzing metropolis with a plenti-
ful supply of Wi-Fi and mobile data. 

With internet problems slow-
ing base camp’s progress on the 
live-blog front, our on-field report-
ers were having an even worse time. 
Tom Harle, having faffed about with 
his radio, soon suffered a debilitat-
ing nosebleed while his broken pen 
only compounded matters further.

Our photographer, James Host-
ford, should receive a knighthood 
for his endeavors throughout the 
day. A torn man at the close, he even 
missed his free lunch as he continu-
ously jumped between pitches, one 

minute photographing a volleyball 
match, the next, snapping shots of a 
hockey game. 

Naturally, the weather was 
equally unforgiving with icy winds 
swirling across the netball tarmac 
as our hands soon turned blue. Our 
only reprieve was a swift trip back to 
the media room. 

Here we would be hindered by 
our inability to process continu-
ously changing score-lines thanks 
to a combination of dodgy internet, 
an inability to access scoreboards 
and the general distraction of more 
interesting and important nation-
al and international sports being 
broadcasted at the same time. 

As we attempted to come to 
terms with our own ineptness and 
difficult surroundings, the Nouse 
Sport team bond was never stronger. 

In the face of adversity, we 
proved that we could laugh despite 
our misery. Durham may have won 
the tournament, but the York spirit 
was clear to see. 

Whether this was from sup-
porters on the side-lines, the play-
ers  themselves or our despairing 
selves in the office, we learnt to 
light-heartedly embrace defeat and 
celebrate the victories with fervour.

Next term sees us tackle the big 
one. Roses... bring it on.

Matt Kirkum 
SPORTS EDITOR

College Darts
College Darts teams 
were left in good 
spirits after the 
success of their 
Qualifiers’ Night 
previous to Var-
sity. However, 
York’s colleges, 
Derwent and 
Langwith, were 
brought crashing 
back down to Earth 
thanks to two defeats at the hands of Dur-
ham. Derwent faced a college that had been 
brought in as a last minute replacement, 
and succumbed 4-3 while Langwith faded 
without a trace in their match. All the while, 
York’s teams were forced to play in an area 
described as a ‘glorified cupboard’ by some,  
and were left longing for the relative gran-
deur and comfort of the Roger Kirk Centre.

Tales From
The 22

“Tom, having fa!ed 
about with his 

radio, soon su!ered 
a nosebleed”

Durham
As has already been established, 
Durham won Varsity quite com-
fortably. Aside from their sporting 

prowess, they put on a jolly 
good show on Sunday. 
Their facilities were 
excellent, and our sports 
reporters were ecstatic 
by the presence of dug 
outs and seating at 
many of their venues. 
Their media delegates 
were incredibly friendly, 
even if they did put 
us to shame a little by 
answering that long 

puzzled over question, 
‘how many sports idiots 
does it take to man a live 
blog?’ – apparently it only 
requires one; we needed 
about five. That aside, it was 

a well run tournament 
and we tip our hats to the 
victors. 

Grace Clarke
We at Nouse Sport have been 
anticipating welcoming a new York 
Sport President since the 
candidates were announced, and 
we can now welcome Grace Clarke 
into the role. Clarke beat Dave 
Washington, Ellie Whittaker and 
Tiarnan Cotter to land the top job 
in the York Sport Union. What 
makes it a particularly good week 
for Grace is that she now gets to 
work in tandem with the fantastic 
Nouse Sport team next year. Who 
wouldn’t be looking forward to 
that?

Derwent College
It was a fantastic week (or perhaps 
day) for Derwent College as they 

took home several wins in this 
year’s Varsity. Derwent proved 
themselves once again in the 

sporting arena as they 
pushed themselves to the 

limit in hopeful attempts 
to see York crowned Var-
sity winners. Although 
unsuccessful in that 
sense, Derwent had a 
victorious day as their 

netball team, women’s 
rugby team, men’s foot-

ball team and mixed 
basketball team all 

won their fixtures. 
Equally, Derwent’s 
men’s rugby team 

fought ‘tooth and 
nail’ to only just lose out!

Sport
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“I aim big. I am extremely competitive 
and driven- I’m not afraid to admit 
that. I don’t settle for anything less 

than what I want in anything. Not in academ-
ic work, not in sport. I won’t stop until I get 
there.” 

Steph Clutterbuck has recently become 
the first student at York to be awarded the in-
augural Santander Elite Sports Scholarship. 

This is a £5,000 grant awarded to assist 
the career of an athlete at the university who 
can demonstrate excellence in their chosen 
sporting activity at regional, national and in-
ternational level. 

“It was definitely a shock, I hadn’t expect-
ed it at all.” Steph admits, “The President of 
the rowing club pointed (the scholarship) out 
and I thought that as much as I could do with 
the money, no way was I good enough (sic).”

Steph, for her modesty, is an exception-
ally gifted rower who has been fast-tracked 
through the Great Britain Development Pro-
gramme. 

Having progressed through crunch tri-
als in Cardiff in January, she was invited into 
the Tees Rowing Club GB U23 squad and has 
been advised to target the Tokyo Olympics in 
2020 as the goal for her meteoric rise. Not the 
ordinary second-year History student, to say 
the least.  

As Steph explains, rowing is an expensive 
sport and this injection of funding could be 
crucial towards realising her goals. She begins 
to eloquently expound her precise plans for 
the spending of the money.

“I’d like a set of rowing blades- they cost 
470 pounds - which is not an amount I can 
fund by myself. We don’t have a coach in York 
and I’m doing a lot of analysis myself, so a 
speed coach would also be especially useful. 
This would allow me to see changes in my 
stroke and what’s working and what isn’t. 

“Coaching is so vital in preventing in-
juries. If you’re getting your stroke wrong, 
there is far too much pressure on your lower 
back and you are hugely susceptible to in-
jury. Coaches are able to spot things that you 
aren’t.” Steph stresses, “It’s like proof-reading 
an essay- you can’t see the mistakes you make 
until someone points 
them out to you.

“Therefore, I need 
to send footage to my 
coaches, so I would pur-
chase some video tech-
nology, in the form of a 
GoPro, which is water-
proof and you can stand 
on the front of the boat. 
They are the three big 
things. 

“The rest is travel 
and accommodation for coaching and compe-
titions. Oh, and food. I need to be eating up-
wards of 3,000 calories a day with my training 
regime.”

Amazingly, Steph’s sporting career began 
in the water rather than on it. She spent nine 
years in competitive swimming at county, re-
gional and national level. 

Consistently ranked in the top 25 nation-
ally, Steph was drafted into the Common-
wealth Youth Games development squad after 
ranking in top three in Wales in backstroke. 

However, she almost literally undertook a 
sea-change and decided to give up swimming 
altogether to take up rowing.

“I’d been swimming for 10 years and 
reached a point where I didn’t think I could 
progress any more” she reflects. “I got to a 
stage when I’d been training so hard for so 

long without getting any better. It was bet-
ter to stop then before I stopped enjoying it. 
There are some regrets though, and it was un-
fortunate that I stopped a season before the 
Commonwealth Games as it would have been 
fantastic to represent Wales. 

“I came to university intending to stop 
sport- obviously that didn’t last very long!”

This abrupt change of disciplines drew 
instant results. 

She came fourth nationally as a novice in 
the BUCS Indoor Rowing competition and, 
after competing at Henley, was introduced to 
a GB coach operating out of Bath University 
who invited her to trials. 

Steph had to learn how to single scull in 
a matter of months. This was a huge task, but 
she is ostensibly not the type to shirk a chal-
lenge: “It was ridiculous, like being thrown in 
at the deep end. Up here, we didn’t have any 

means for women to 
scull, (a women’s scull-
ing boat), so I had to 
get in touch with the 
coach at Bath and said 
‘please help me! I’m 
not terrible and I’d like 
to get better!”

“I spent most of 
the summer months 
in the water, ironically, 
falling in. I had to be 
able to race by No-

vember. This was in July, and I only had five 
months to become extremely competent at 
sculling and get through a race without cap-
sizing. It was a push but I enjoyed the chal-
lenge, it kept me on my toes.”

Although Steph’s ascent through the row-
ing ranks has been prodigious, it has been 
laced with adversity and punctuated by obsta-
cles, the foremost of which have been injuries 
to her back.  

“On a GB development camp in Cardiff I 
had been having problems with my back since 
July and the physio sent me to have an MRI 
scan. It wasn’t a stress fracture, but I was in so 
much pain, some days just walking was pain-
ful. 

“There are those days that make the pain 
worthwhile. When you’re out on the water 
and it’s just so lovely, you think ‘I wouldn’t 

give this up for the world’. The difficult days 
have been the days when the Boat Club have 
been most helpful, able to give you a boost and 
help you get to those sessions.”

Steph sings the 
praises of the rowing 
club at York, who she 
considers absolutely 
indispensable to her 
progress to date.

A group of fe-
male rowers at York, 
after having returned 
to university for two 
weeks, agreed to ac-
company Steph to GB 
Trials and played a in-
strumental role in her 
progress. 

“The club have been amazing, I couldn’t 
have done it without their support. The fact 
we don’t have a coach has really brought us 
together, and a crowd funding initiative at the 
end of last year also allowed us to buy a trailer 
to transport our boats. 

“There are quite a few guys that have 
sculled before, such as Tom Calvert, and they 
have all been willing to come out on the water 
with me and scull, especially before Novem-
ber trials. It was also the club president, Tom 
Eames, who put me onto the Scholarship. 

“I’m doing such a huge amount of train-
ing… some of the girls who went with me to 
Cardiff come out and do sessions with me to 
keep me company, which is fantastic.

“You don’t always see it unless you’re in-
volved- you just see a huge crowd in Salva-
tion- but it is a fantastic club.

“Although I’m no longer part of a York 
crew, I hope to help the club in any way I can. 
I am particularly keen to pass on the input I’m 
recieving from GB coaches to Fran, the cap-
tain of the women’s crew here.”

On the small matter of her undergraduate 
degree, Steph feels her lifelong commitment 
to sport has stood her in good stead when it 
comes to managing academic workload.

“It’s not difficult to balance degree work 
and sport because it’s a balance I’ve been jug-
gling all my life. I balanced A-Levels with 
swimming, and I have a flexible degree- with 5 
contact hours a week this term. There is read-
ing to do around it but I can do that when I 
want.”

Steph acknowledges that the Olympic 
dream is very much one that motivates her, 
and an ambition to compete in an interna-
tional competition was a desirable criterion 

for the scholarship 
itself. 

“I would abso-
lutely love to be at To-
kyo in 2020. I wanted 
it throughout my 
swimming career and 
now I want it even 
more.”

“I want to eventu-
ally establish myself in 
World Championship 
senior crews. For now, 
I have this and next 

season at Under-23 level to focus on. 
“I’d love to think I’ll be invited back for 

final trials in April, but I’m wary of the com-
petition.”

With this injection of funding potentially 
propelling her further, it feels like the compe-
tition should be wary of Steph Clutterbuck. 

After winning the inaugural Santander Sports Scholarship, Steph Clutterbuck tells Tom Harle about her painful back, eating over 3,000 

calories each day and her Olympic ambitions. 

Steph’s scholarship success
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“It’s like proof-
reading an essay. 
You can’t see the 

mistakes until 
someone points 
them out to you”

“I came to uni 
with the intention 
of stopping sport- 

obviously that 
didn’t last very 

long!”



Sport
www.ey.com/uk/careers

Tuesday 3 March 2015 www.nouse.co.uk
NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         25

Josie Phillipps scored two ex-
ceptional breakaway tries dur-
ing Derwent’s 30-10 annihila-
tion of Mildert/Butler. Her pace 
and stamina outstripped her 
Durham opponents and among 
a sparkling team performance, 
Phillipps stood out as their star 
player.

Game 
of the day

Derwent netball completed 
a rousing comeback, hauling 
themselves back from 12-7 
down at half-time to defeat Hat-
!eld 21-15. A dominant !nal 
quarter saw Derwent storm to 
victory, tirelessly harrying the 
opposition into errors to rescue 
a well-earned win. 

Embarrassing
moment

Felix Aylett temporarily forgot 
the rules of goalkeeping as he 
casually wandered outside of 
his penalty area and picked up 
the ball. He was immediately 
ridiculed by a select few of the 
Derwent contingent on the 
sidelines, and was consigned to 
trudge back into his goal. 

Quote 
of the day

“How did the match go? It 
wasn’t the best of scores was it?” 
Nouse Sport’s Rob Middleton 
asking Halifax’s captain all the 
right questions a"er their 12-0 
loss in the mixed lacrosse !rsts 
against St John’s in the opening 
game of Varsity.

Funniest
moment

Stat
of the day

Vanbrugh fail to 
conquer Castle

VANBRUGH WERE pitted against 
Durham’s Castle in the mixed hock-
ey firsts fixture. Vanbrugh fought 
hard until the full-time whistle in 
this nail-biting encounter, ultimate-
ly losing 5-3. 

Vanbrugh started the game 
with a high pressing and attacking 
mentality, which clearly paid off as 
they took the lead almost immedi-
ately after push-back. 

Rory Blight’s powerful hit 
surged up the pitch and found lone 
striker James Walsh, who skilfully 
manoeuvred passed the Durham 
defence and struck the ball high and 
to the right of goal, giving Vanbrugh 
the lead. 

However, Castle replied in-
stantly with clever play. Durham 
pressurised York at the half-way line 
and secured their first goal of the 
game as they worked the ball well 
outside the circle and converted a 
tap-in at the far post. 

After an explosive start, Castle 

and Vanbrugh began to cancel each 
other out as both attacked in num-
bers and at pace. Vanbrugh’s An-
drew Watters often found himself 
marked by several Castle players, 
however, he consistently managed 
to find space to run at goal and carry 
the ball up field. 

Castle played to their advantag-
es as they frequently played down 
the wings, pushing threatening 
balls into the D.  

Castle’s high pressing and quick 
succession of attacks paid off as they 
took the lead. This time, they simply 
outnumbered Vanbrugh in front of 
goal. 

Though the goal was not the 
most aesthetically pleasing, Castle 
had established a two goal lead for 
the first time. 

Castle fought hard to extend 
and maintain the lead. Tabas in the 
Vanbrugh goal made a series for 
phenomenal saves. 

As the game approached the 
35-minute mark, Castle extended 
their lead to 3-1. The Durham side 
sustained their high tempo, at-
tacking rhythm as Vanbrugh were 
pushed another step further away 
from Varsity glory. 

The ball fell to the Castle strik-
er, who hit low and powerfully slot-
ted the ball into the goal. 

The game reached half time 
with Castle leading Vanbrugh 3-1.

The second half saw Castle so-
lidify their hold on the game. Cas-
tle won a long corner and were able 
to intricately pass the ball between 
themselves and convert the attack 
into a goal. 

Despite this, the second half 
continued at a ferocious pace with 
Rory Blight enthusing his team to 
push on and play to their best. 

This soon paid dividends as 
Lennox’s fine run and slap shot was 
directed passed the Durham ‘keeper 
by James Swash, taking the score to 

a thrilling 4-2. 
However, this enthralling game 

soon reached its climax as Castle 
almost took a three goal lead, but 
York were resilient and continued 
to persevere through their fatigue. 

This was encapsulated by su-
per-sub Dom Scott, who raced for-
ward, passing several Durham play-
ers, and slotted home. 

Durham added some gloss to 
the scoreline, scoring the game’s 
eighth and their fifth of the game, 
meaning the game ended 5-3.  

IMAGE: JAMES HOSTFORD

Castle 5

Vanbrugh 

Previn Desai
DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR

3

Callum Lennox attempts to gain control in Vanbrugh’s 5-3 loss to Castle
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James win lacrosse thriller

JAMES COLLEGE completed a 
sensational second-half comeback, 
securing three points for York lead-
ing to a 7-6 victory over John Snow 
being sealed in the dying seconds 
on the Crumb. James, competing 
as York seconds, delivered a superb 
display of team spirit and applica-
tion which defied their short time 
together as a squad. Led by the stel-
lar efforts of Connie Shaw and Andy 
Monyard, they gradually wore away 
Durham’s resistance and helped to 
cap off a generally positive morning 
for the Black and Gold. 

In the first half, John Snow 
were the dominant side and found 
it fairly easy to launch penetrative 
attacks into James territory. Per-
haps, the calming influence of UYLC 
President Claire Thomas would 
have been useful in the midfield in 
these frenetic early stages, captain 
Laura Carruthers was left largely 
isolated in defending the onrush-
ing hoards. Connie Shaw replied to 

their two early goals, feigning past 
two defenders and dropping an ef-
fort cutely into the top-right hand 
corner past the protective net which, 
in the absence of designated goal-
keepers, played a crucial role in the 
rhythm of the game. It forced both 
sides to stitch together developed at-
tacks and drive to the net, and Andy 
Monyard profited from this by slot-
ting home a wraparound effort for 
4-3 which gave James heart going 
into the interval. 

After the break, it was an end-
to-end affair with both sides spend-
ing periods in the lead. John Snow 
were always one step ahead but 
James matched them neck and neck, 
with Connie Shaw tying the scores 
at 6-6 after receiving a blow for her 
troubles. 

While trying to cajole Shaw, an 
obnoxious Durham player, wearing a 
Go-Pro on his front, threw his stick 
up to intercept her pass and bludg-
eoned himself just above the eye, 
drawing blood in the process. How-
ever, it was Andy Monyard had the 
last laugh, however, when his fleet of 
foot allowed him to make it 7-6 and 
to hand James victory. 

Captain Laura Carruthers com-
mented: “From around the halfway 
point of the first half, we started to 
build momentum and I was huge-
ly proud of the fighting spirit we 
showed to stay in the game and even-
tually be there to win at the end.” 

John Snow

James

Tom Harle
SPORTS EDITOR

Andy Monyard scored a last-gasp winner for James, who won 7-6 at Varsity

6

7

#e number of games York went 
without a win in the a"ernoon, 
until the men’s basketball sec-
onds victory: a spell that would 
cost the visitors dearly.

 9

In the men’s football seconds 
against Vanbrugh, a St John’s 
player headed the ball and then 
had to have a little sit down as 
he’d hurt his head. A moment 
taken straight out of a Lads 
and Dads match, which caused 
much amusement among the 
onlooking York faithful on the 
sidelines.

Player 
of the day



Rob Middleton
DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR
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Castle convert to 
down Derwent 
 

DERWENT CAME agonisingly close to vic-
tory in a very tight match against Durham’s 
Castle College; a single conversion proved the 
difference in the end. The blustery conditions 
meant that kicking proved very difficult and 
resulted in a cagey match, dominated by the 
two packs, with the odd flash of brilliance 
from two talented back lines.

Derwent started the brighter of the two 
teams and were instantly on the attack. The 
pack were dominant, and used their driving 
maul from the lineout particularly effectively. 
It was this set piece move that resulted in Der-
went’s first try, with Ben Bulbry crashing over 
from close range after five minutes. 

However, despite this promising start, 
it was Castle that had the best of the next 35 
minutes, gradually ramping up the pressure 
on the Derwent defence and forcing the visi-
tors into drastic last ditch tackles. Robert Van 
Boornewaard, with perhaps the tackle of the 
match, prevented a certain try when he man-
aged to just about drag the Castle Outside 
Centre into touch when he seemed all but 
home. This committed defending was typi-

cal, however, Derwent were largely helped by 
a Castle team that was very wasteful of the 
opportunities that were created. The defence 
was finally breached when Castle’s number 8 
finished off a lengthy attack, and the following 
conversion brought the sides level.

Derwent hit back in the perfect fashion, 
scoring another two tries before half time, 
with free flowing backs moves. The first was 
spectacular; a 30 metre break from Van 
Boornewaard set up a solid platform for an 
outstanding interchange that saw Rory Ma-
son and Josh Salter showcase some intricate 
handling in order to put Luca Illing through 
into the corner. 

The second, though more simple, was just 
as decisive, with the Derwent midfield show-
ing Castle how effective it is to do the simple 
things right. Tight running lines from the 
Derwent centres created space for Josh Salter 
to steam through from Full Back and dive for 
the line; a burst of pace and momentum that 
gave the Castle covering defenders no chance. 

Whatever was said to the Castle boys at 
half time certainly invigorated them, result-
ing in far more focused and effective attack-
ing play. Where in the first half their tempera-
ment was poor, they managed to keep ball in 
hand and profit from the tiring Derwent de-
fence and a very favourable wind. 

Derwent painstakingly tried to keep 
Castle from crossing the try line, with 1 to 
15 all contributing powerful tackles and put-
ting their bodies on the line. However, as the 
penalties mounted up against them for break 
down infringements they became more and 

more ragged. Two tries came in quick succes-
sion and decisively one was scored under the 
posts, providing an easy conversion, to make 
the score 19-17. 

The final quarter of the match was scrap-
py, with Derwent so desperate to retaliate and 
reclaim their lead that the basic handling and 
rucking that they had managed to do so well 
in the first half fell by the wayside. 

A ray of hope appeared when Castle were 

reduced to 14 men after their overly enthusias-
tic hooker hit Fly Half, Harry Walbaum, with 
a high and dangerous tackle, yet it proved in-
consequential. 

It was a sterling effort from the Derwent 
lads; a sentiment shared by captain Lawrence 
Walsh, who after the match was very proud of 
the effort his team put in, and was gracious 
enough to acknowledge the quality of the op-
position.

IMAGE: JAMES HOSTFORD

 College Varsity 2015 results

Football: Men’s 2nds
Hild Bede 2-1 Vanbrugh

Hockey: Mixed 2nds
Hatfield 3-2 Goodricke

Basketball: Mixed 2nds
St Chad’s 39-44 Derwent

Football: Women’s 1sts
Stephenson 1-0 James

Rugby: Men’s 1sts 
Collingwood 69-5 James

Darts: Mixed 2nds
Josephine Butler 6-1 Langwith

Football: Women’s 2nds
Van Mildert 4-0 Langwith 

Squash: Mixed 1sts
Hild Bede 3-2 Wentworth

Squash: Mixed 2nds
Grey 4-4 Alcuin 

Badminton: Mixed 2nds
St Cuthbert’s 9-0 Langwith 

Lacrosse: Mixed 2nds
John Snow 6-7 James

Rugby: Men’s 2nds
Castle 19-17 Derwent

Lacrosse: Mixed 1sts
St John’s 12-0 Halifax

Rugby: Women’s 2nds
St Cuthbert’s 20-35 Halifax

Badminton: Mixed 1sts
Trevelyan 4-5 Goodricke

Alcuin draw against Grey in squash clash

ALCUIN EARNED a draw in their only Var-
sity match of the day, drawing 4-4 with Grey 
College to earn a share of the points. 

The Owls’ women won all their rubbers 
to give York a good platform from which to 
work. However, their male counterparts were 
unable to capitalise, meaning Grey snatched 
an unlikely draw. 

Amy Moore got Alcuin off to the best of 
starts, winning her match in three and setting 
the precedent for a series of close women’s 
matches. Moore’s serves were key, winning 
her plenty of points against an opponent who 
played well in rallies but struggled with her 
returns.

Grey levelled in the next tie, with David 
Hamilton losing a close game in three sets. 
While the match was closely contested, Ham-
ilton was guilty of making one too many un-
forced errors, meaning his opponent edged 
the game.!

Emma Claydon took to the court and re-
stored the Owls’ lead immediately. Despite 
losing the first game, Claydon’s powerful serve 
saw her take the next two games comfortably. 
Claydon’s characteristically strong backhand 
drives were a reliable source of points for the 
University squash player.

Next up for Alcuin was University squash 
captain Kate Addlestone, who lived up to her 
position at the top of the bill. Addlestone was 
made to play one more shot than she would 
normally have had  to thanks to her oppo-
nent’s impressive mobility around the court. 

Despite finding herself four match points 
down, Addlestone battled back to take the 
second and third games in succession and put 
Alcuin two points ahead for the first time.

Alcuin captain Joanne Sharpe put in a 
captain’s performance to swiftly despatch 
her opponent. Sharpe’s opponent boasted a 
strong serve, but struggled in rallies when the 
Alcuinite returned them. 

Sharpe’s victory sent Alcuin three points 
clear and one point away from their maiden 
Varsity victory.

The Durham resurgence began with the 
match of James Luca Burroughs. The ex-

captain was swift as ever around the court, 
playing some impressive shots. However, 
Burroughs found himself snatching at shots 
which invariably resulted in points in Grey’s 
favour.!

Alcuin’s other captain James Beswick’s 
first game was taken from him cruelly in sud-
den death: 15-14. Another close second game 
that went in Grey’s favour meant that the 
scoreline did not reflect the performance from 
Beswick.

Alex Clarke had the final chance to snatch 
the victory back for Alcuin. The first match 
was a battle of serves and both players pos-
sessed equally impressive serves meaning that 
the first game came down to only two points. 

Clarke seemed to tire in the second 
match, seemingly surrendering and losing the 
final game 15-1 – a stark contrast to the first 
game which finished 15-13.

Derwent 17

Tom Parkes 
SPORTS REPORTER

Alcuin 4

Derwent narrowly lost to a strong Castle side,  with a single conversion being the difference 

Castle 19

4Grey



DERWENT ENJOYED a comfort-
able victory against Collingwood to 
claim five points for York in College 
Varsity. Despite the scoreline sug-
gesting it was a close affair, York 
dominated the game and the final 
result was never in doubt. 

In truth, Derwent were left 
somewhat disappointed that they 
could not add more to their final 
tally after numerous chances went 
begging. Nevertheless, a solitary 
goal was all that was required as 
Collingwood rarely looked threat-
ening.

The York college began the 
stronger with Luca Castiglione in 
particular being given extensive 
room to run into as he was repeat-
edly able to exploit the right flank. 
The game sprung into life after 
Castiglione was tripped as he at-
tempted to weave his way through 
the Collingwood defence. 

Captain Ryan Gwinnett lofted 
the free-kick into the opposition 
penalty area before the ball was 
knocked down dangerously across 
goal. Andy Naylor was on hand to 
tap into the net from close range to 
give Derwent an early lead.

The moment was soon soured, 
however, as clinical striker Rob Ni-
cholson hobbled off the field and 
was replaced by Eloka Ntephe. This 
signalled a switch in formation with 
Naylor now occupying a more ad-
vanced role. 

This proved immediately effec-
tive, as midfielder Michael Whittall 
sought to optimise Naylor’s pace to 
splinter the Collingwood back line. 
Naylor nearly had a second as he 
temporarily rounded the goalkeeper 
who then managed to recover in 
time to prevent the striker’s shot 
from crossing the line.

Again, Naylor found himself 
with another opportunity to in-
crease Derwent’s advantage. Break-
ing free down the right flank, Naylor 
struck a rasping shot that whistled 
over the crossbar.

Sam Weighall was unlucky not 
to double Derwent’s lead as his long 

range effort went narrowly over, 
having caught the Collingwood 
goalkeeper unawares. 

However, it was the combina-
tion of Whittall and Naylor that 
was ultimately proving the most 
problematic for the Collingwood 
defence. 

Naylor was rapidly clocking up 
the chances as he once more latched 
onto a Whittall through ball and 
majestically chipped the keeper, 
only to see his effort edge narrowly 
wide. Whittall, again the architect, 
squared to Gwinnett soon after but 
he failed to hit the target. 

Naylor was increasingly cut-
ting a frustrated figure, yet he soon 
found the net for a second time. 
Unfortunately, he was adjudged to 
have been offside following Alex In-
gham’s pass. 

In spite of this, Derwent were 
clearly in the ascendancy come half-
time, with goalkeeper Felix Aylett 
remaining relatively untested in the 
Derwent goal. 

While the first half was an en-

thralling display of Derwent domi-
nance, the second failed to replicate 
its intensity. It took a miscued free-
kick from Gwinnett to register as 
the first shot in earnest during the 
second period. 

The midfield man was becom-
ing a vital outlay on the left flank 
as he then cut in before firing low, 
only to be foiled by the Collingwood 
keeper. 

A robust challenge from Whit-
tall ensured Derwent remembered 
their defensive duties although, if 
truth be told, they were rarely trou-
bled. 

The best chance of the second 
period fell to left-back Weighall who 
really should have hit the target fol-
lowing Gwinnett’s corner. 

Soon after, Gwinnett was again 
the creator as he burst down the 
wing and crossed low into the path 
of Naylor. On the stretch, Naylor 
could only direct the shot into the 
grateful hands of the Collingwood 
goalkeeper.

Derwent were impressive 

throughout and were able to cruise 
to victory during the latter stages 
of the match. For all Collingwood’s 
admirable organisation, they were 
largely ineffective in attack, which 
can be attributed to the strength of 
the Derwent back four. 

The gulf between the sides was 
apparent from the offset and the 
victory, while not enough to alter 
the overall competition score, was 
well received by the Derwent faith-
fuls on the touchline.

After the game, Derwent’s cap-
tain Ryan Gwinnett spoke to Nouse 
saying, “I’ve really enjoyed the whole 
day, we were just so hungry from the 
moment we started. We won every 
fifty-fifty and we were really up for 
it.”

Gwinnett was quick to highlight 
the benefits of a delayed start, as he 
went on to say, “Getting a proper 
warm up was a bit of a luxury, but 
was really good. “I think one nil is 
a little flattering as I think we could 
have had at least two or three. I’m 
really pleased.”

Sport
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Derwent solid in victory

Netball: 1sts
Hild Bede 28-28 James

Rugby: Women’s 1sts
Van Mildert 2-6 Derwent

Hockey: Mixed 1sts 
Castle 4-3 Vanbrugh

Football: Men’s 1sts
Collingwood 0-1 Derwent

Basketball: Mixed 1sts
Ustinov 66-47 Vanbrugh

Volleyball: Mixed 1sts
St Mary’s 0-3 Wentworth

Durham 60
York 36

IMAGE: PETROC TAYLOR

  Volleyball: Mixed 2nds
  Queens 3-0 Halifax

  Netball: 2nds
  Hatfield 15-21 Derwent

  Darts: Mixed 1sts
  Castle 4-3 Derwent

DERWENT WOMEN’S rugby play-
ers were in fine form on Sunday 
afternoon as they dismantled their 
Durham counterparts six tries to 
two.

It was an impressive perfor-
mance not least for the sheer size of 
the pitch they were asked to play on; 
having agreed on 7’s touch rugby, 
the ladies found themselves playing 
on a full size rugby pitch. Ultimately, 
their stamina and pace proved too 
much for Durham and they eased to 
a stylish win.

Durham started the match well; 
they pressed into the York 22 and 
forced York to make several sloppy 
handling errors. After a good break 
by Durham through the middle of 
the field, York were jolted into life 
and they ran in their first try af-
ter Beth Christen made a dynamic 
break down the left side. 

Durham responded almost im-
mediately from the restart, they 
brushed off the scrambled York de-
fence and touched down for an easy 
try to bring the scores level. 

But Durham soon found them-
selves in arrears again, a neat pas-
sage of play from York with a superb 
offload to Ella Rackstraw saw York 
ease ahead 10-5. 

York strung together a series of 
probing phases, as Durham’s shaky 
defence was simply incapable of 
keeping up with York’s phenomenal 
pace.

Player of the match Josie Phil-
lipps was in imperious form as she 
turned in two exceptional breaka-
way tries. Durham managed to pull 
one back before the break but it 
wasn’t enough to halt York’s domi-
nant performance. Further tries 
from Jess Bromovsky and Ellie 
McLaughlin capped a brilliant Der-
went performance.

They finished proceedings dem-
onstrating their abilities in defence, 
reading the game well to ensure 
Durham wouldn’t mount a come-
back and the final whistle blew to 
delighted cheers from the York con-
tingent on the touchline.

Derwent crush 
Van Mildert

Matt Kirkum 
SPORTS EDITOR

Derwent 30

Van Mildert 10

Derwent 1

Beth Jakubowski 
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT 

Derwent should have scored more in what turned out to be a comfortable victory over Collingwood in Durham

IMAGE: JAMES HOSTFORD

Collingwood 0
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Steph’s scholarship success How not to watch sport
Tom Harle talks to Steph Clutterbuck, one of the 
recipients of a £5,000 Santander Scholarship 
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Beth Jakubowski takes a light hearted 
look at watching sport as a student 
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Good week, bad week
The Nouse Sport team look back 
on the best and worst of this year’s 
College Varsity in Durham

Morning mauling costs York

Varsity reports 
from Durham
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THE SECOND College Varsity tournament 
between Durham and York ended in a heavy 
defeat for the Black and Gold, with Durham 
running out 60-36 winners. 

Pivotal to Durham’s success was a string 
of nine unbeaten fixtures, with only Alcuin 
managing a draw in the squash seconds 
match. 

The mood was set in the first fixture of the 
day, with a heavy 12-0 defeat for Halifax in the 
mixed lacrosse firsts. Such was the strength of 
the Durham colleges, only one sport – wom-

en’s rugby – saw York take maximum points, 
compared to Durham, who took maximum 
points in four of the day’s sports.

However, the final score was somewhat 
misleading considering the quality shown by 
some York teams. Derwent were incredibly 
unlucky to lose in their rugby fixture and Van-
brugh were similarly bereft of fortune in their 
men’s football fixture. 

In fact, there were seven fixtures in which 
York came out on the losing side by two points 
or less. 

College Sport Officer, Dave Washington, 
was resoundingly positive about not only the 

performance of the York squad, but the spirit 
of those involved: “All of York’s teams per-
formed fantastically today, and despite the 
overall loss I’m incredibly proud of York and 
our college system. Once again we showed we 
can compete with Durham.”

Washington went on to thank his coun-
terparts at Durham for the effort they put into 
this event: “I’d like to thank Durham, and in 
particular Tom Newman, for all their hard 
work in organising the event, and this year 
we have developed the tournament to make it 
even more successful.”

He also took the time to reflect on some 

of the best individual and team performances 
of the day, commenting: “there were some 
exceptional performances, with the women’s 
rugby teams, Goodricke badminton, and Der-
went football among the highlights. A special 
mention has to go to Wentworth volleyball, 
but I was incredibly impressed with the spirit 
and effort of all our teams.”

With the possible addition of other sports 
in the future, and the inevitable beneficial ef-
fects on York’s college sport system, the time 
will come when York will claim their first vic-
tory. Until then, we can reflect on another ex-
cellent day in the college sport calendar. 

Rob Middleton
DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR


