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“I go into an imaginitive world that’s very different from the one I live
in, but the same interests and neuroses and concerns operate in both”

NNOOUUSSEE
Nick Cave  >>  M6 - 7

GEORGE LOWTHER

PORTERS HAVE been forced to
accept that there will not be any
return to 24-hour portering across
campus, despite student protests.

Speaking exclusively to Nouse,
porters across campus revealed
their acceptance that working
hours will not be extended, regard-
less of the ongoing campus-wide
protests. Portering hours through-
out the University have been cut,
with 24-hour portering removed
from Derwent and Vanbrugh.

One porter, commented that
there is a “sense of inevitability”
about the situation, which he
believes has “gone past the point of
no return.” The same porter com-
mented that he did not “want to

appear pessimistic [but] nothing is
going to change it now.”

This conclusion is one shared
across the colleges, with one
Langwith porter stating: “We’ve all
seen the rotas. We’ve all started
making new plans. Whatever hap-
pens, nothing is going to change
this financial year.” 

“It’s just lip service. They don’t
care, they’re just not bothered.
We’re being overworked but they
say we’ve got nothing to do. In fact
we’re trying to do like three people’s
work,” another porter explained.

Student protests have contin-
ued over the past fortnight, with
both YUSU and Derwent College
JCRC arranging protests and
events. A petition has also been
passed out amongst the colleges.

“We all appreciate the
protests, but there is nothing to be

done. It may just be too little, too
late,” said one porter. The opinion
that student efforts are futile is
common amongst the porters: “I
applaud the student body for try-
ing, but the management already
made their mind up” said another. 

The current pressure on the
portering system is the third such
attempted reduction since 2002,
when students protested the move
by occupying Heslington Hall. In
2007, strong pressure from YUSU
and academics, and a high-profile
Nouse campaign, forced the
University to back down.

YUSU President Tim Ngwena
commented on the porters’ resig-
nation, stating; “I disagree because
the environment hasn’t settled yet.
Our campus is expanding, there’s
no rigid plans for the current cam-
puses, it hasn’t been put into action

so we can’t tell if it’s going to work.”
One porter explained how

Keith Lilley, Director of Facilities
Management, offered the porters
the opportunity to transfer inter-
nally to join the Security Services
team. Of the nine that applied,
Nouse understands that one was
successful, and the jobs are now
being advertised externally.

Responding to these accusa-
tions, University Press Officer
James Reed stated the University
was “looking forward to a construc-
tive discussion on the matter.”

Jim Bulley
NEWS EDITOR
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‘Too little, too late’

RAG to lose
Woodstock event
YUSU STUDENT Activities
Officer Rhianna Kinchin has
come under fire after proposing
the cancelling of annual RAG
music festival Woodstock. She has
since retracted her position, but
has announced that the festival
must change to become a YUSU
event, and one that would not
fundraise for RAG >> NEWS P7

GSA Elections
return President
RUI HUANG HAS been elected
as the new President of the
Grad uate Student Assosication.
Huang was disqualified from last
year’s elections for breaching
campaign regulations, and his
campaign this year consisted of a
single poster. Despite not turning
up for the results, he won by a
margin of 28 votes >> NEWS P3

Hes East position
for Ken Batten
FORMER HEAD OF University
Security Services Ken Batten
has taken an advisory role with
KABA, a firm contracted on the
Heslington East expansion proj-
ect. Batten, whose role was dis-
solved during the portering cri-
sis, was involved in the tender-
ing process that saw his new
employers selected >> NEWS P2

Unfair allocations
of York Sport grants
YORK SPORT HAVE been criti-
cised by a number of University
clubs following allegations of
inconsistent grant allocations.
Some clubs face severe funding
shortfalls while others have seen
a 300% increase >> SPORT P23 
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A FORMER SENIOR University
Employee whose position was dis-
solved during the recent changes to
the campus portering service has
been employed on a consultancy
basis for a firm contracted by the
University on the Heslington East
Expansion project.

Former Head of Security
Services Ken Batten, who was
involved in awarding the Hes East
contract to security firm KABA,
stepped into the advisory role
almost immediately after leaving
the University. The terms of
Batten’s contract termination are
unknown, though they are thought
to include benefits relative to his
employment at the University.

“This was a formal tender
process conducted under EU pro-
curement legislation. Ken Batten,
as Head of Security at the time, was
involved in drawing up the specifi-
cation for the contract. He was not
on the panel which considered the
tenders and awarded the contract,”
stated University Press Officer
David Garner.

When contacted by Nouse,
KABA, who are fitting all the locks
and access doors on the expansion,
were unable to provide a response.
Batten was unavailable for com-
ment.

Batten’s former role was dis-
solved after the Portering Services

moved under the control of
Campus Services head Sue
Johnston as part of the recent
restructuring of the service.

Nouse understands that the
cuts originally favoured by the
University, and supported by
Batten, mandated the complete
termination of both the Derwent
and Vanbrugh lodges this October.

The revised plan, which was
subsequently adopted and provides
for a day portering service in
Vanbrugh and Derwent, and the
amalgamation of the service under
the Campus Services umbrella
removed the need for Batten’s for-
mer position, which oversaw the
Portering and Security teams. The
latter is currently being overseen by
Bailey Oliver.

It is understood that the ter-
mination of Batten’s contract pro-
vided a uncertain amount of fund-
ing that assisted in the continua-
tion of a 12-hour service at the
Derwent and Vanbrugh lodges.

Batten was regarded by many
of the campus porters as a main
proponent of the continued pres-
sure to shrink the portering service
by the University. After telling
YUSU Senate that the shutting
down of three of the seven college
porters’ lodges for an extended
period in 2007 was “impossible to
anticipate”, one porter claimed that
Batten was “an out-and-out liar.”
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DEMOCRACY AND Services Officer
Lewis Bretts has released a set of sta-
tistics illustrating the success of The
Courtyard so far this term. Managing
to sell over 7,700 pints, 1,600 burg-
ers and 4,600 coffees, the bar
appears set to make a large profit for
YUSU in the final term of its first full
year of operation. Bretts said that he
was “really pleased that students are
using their Union bar, it’s always
worth remembering that all of its
profits go back into funding societies,
sports clubs and union services”. The
former Langwith Bar was opened
after much delay and controversy in
January 2009.

YUSU support
LGBT campaign
YUSU LGBT officers have voiced
their support for NUS’ campaign to
allow gay and bisexual men to give
blood. Peter Warner-Medley, a
YUSU LGBT officer said: “It’s
important – particularly now when
blood stocks are low – that people
realise that the epidemiology this
ban is based on is no longer relevant
or valid and that we need new, safer
restrictions.” Currently, men who
have ever had oral or anal sex with
another man are banned for life
from donating blood. The National
Union of Students (NUS) argues that
this is “discriminatory and perpetu-
ates the myth that AIDS is a ‘gay dis-
ease’”.

Bretts boasts of
Courtyard success

Anniversary of York
Campus Nursery
YORK CAMPUS Nursery celebrated
its 20th anniversary on Tuesday.
Present at the evening, Pro-Vice
Chancellor for Estates Elizabeth
Heaps said that it is a “brilliant nurs-
ery”, with the children benefiting
from a mixture of nationalities and a
green area outside to grow their own
food. She added that it was “lovely to
see so many here tonight.” Nurse
Angela Gilmore has worked at the
nursery for 15 years. “I’m very happy
working here”, she said, “we’ve some
brilliant providers of care and there’s
a good ethos about the place; it’s
great because the people that come
here, stay here.”

RReeppoorrttiinngg bbyy BBeenn GGaassccooyynnee,, VViivviiaann
CChhuunngg aanndd RRoobbiinn SSyynnnnoott

www.ey.com/uk/careers

DISABLED STUDENTS at the
University of York are “in dire
need” of basic equipment to allow
them to study, according to Deb
Taylor, the University Disabilities
Advisor. 

Student Finance England, the
body responsible for providing stu-
dent loans and the Disabled
Student’s Allowance (DSA), has
failed to process DSA applications
in time for the start of the academ-

ic year. 
This means many disabled

students at the University have
been left waiting for funding for
vital equipment, with no strong
assurances made as to when it may
be eventually received.

According to Deb Taylor:
“Even students who applied on
time or early [for their DSA] are
still waiting” for their applications
to be processed. 

One disabled student from
Langwith College, who asked to
remain anonymous, described
receiving a phone call from

Student Finance England two
weeks before she was due to start
University, in which she was told
her application was unlikely to be
processed any time before
November. 

The student described how
“starting University with a disabil-
ity is difficult enough, but having
to start knowing there will be no
support in place or funding for
equipment is just horrible.”

The idea of disabled students
going without basic and necessary
equipment has angered many and
led to questions over the wisdom of

the centralisation of the student
loans body. Yet, when asked to
comment on the delays caused by
his organisation, Seymour-Jackson
described the situation as, “reason-
able”.

YUSU Welfare Officer Ben
Humphreys commented that: “It’s
unacceptable that students who
need help to access their course are
being let down by the system in
this way. Student Finance England
needs to act quickly for all those
students who are being disadvan-
taged by the failure to sort out the
mess of student finance this year.”

Henry James Foy
EDITOR

Disabled students left without vital equipment

Former University Head of Security secures
consultancy role with Hes East contractor
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Fresher or final-year, sooner or later the
tricky question of employment will pose
itself. Are we going about finding a job in
the best way? CCaammiillllaa JJeennkkiinnss starts by
trying to find the Careers Service buliding.
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Batten holds a consultancy role with Hes East contractor KABA
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AN ALCUIN FIRST-year student
was assaulted by four fellow stu-
dents whilst heading home after
the campus event, Rave D.

The attack took place at the
Alcuin end of Derwent Bridge, fol-
lowing an interrogation by the four
assailants regarding the victim’s
college, accent and background
outside Derwent Bar just minutes
before.

The victim, who wishes to
remain unnamed, was pushed to
the floor where four male students
proceeded to stamp on his face and
kick him in the back and arms. The
attackers were then pulled off by
another student. They then fled the
scene shouting expletives at the vic-
tim. Describing his reaction, he
stated: “I was just so surprised it

was happening. I was in no state to
make any connection as to why it
was occurring. I just froze up.” One
housemate of the target described
him as returning “dazed and dis-
tressed.”

The injured party, who sus-

tained a black eye and heavy bruis-
ing, was unable to identify the
aggressors. The student who broke
up the scuffle, having failed in
calming the victim down, refused
to give any more detail.

This incident comes after last

year’s spate of attacks during wel-
come week and the subsequent
effort to up security on campus.

When later questioned the vic-
tim elaborated, “You are often
warned to be careful and have your
wits about you when in town and
when dealing with locals, but the
campus should be the one place
where you are able to be a little less
on your guard. This was not the
sort of thing I expected to happen
at the York Uni of all places.”

YUSU’s Welfare Officer, Ben
Humphrys, in response to the issue
of safety on campus, said, “Relative
to other Universities both York
campus and town are safe for stu-
dents. This incident highlights,
however, the fact that anyone walk-
ing by themselves at night time is
vulnerable to violent crime and the
need for students to be conscious of
their safety on and off campus.”

University Press Officer James
Reed commented: “Our security
team has not been made aware of
this incident. The University cam-
pus is a safe place but when inci-
dents do occur it is important they
are reported so the appropriate
measures can be taken.”

The University went on to
comment that “campus security is
continually under review. The
security team will be expanded by
an additional three members of
staff this year and a further three
members of staff will be employed
in 2010-11. Six security staff will be
on campus during the night in
addition to the 24 hours porters
services. This makes a total of 12
members of security and portering
staff monitoring the campus at
night-time.”

Student attacked by gang after leaving campus event
Sam Lawson
NEWS REPORTER
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The student was attacked by four others on the Derwent bridge

JASON LOZIER

COMMENT >> Page 14

YUSU FAILED TO act when the
current portering cuts were first
outlined to them this summer, in
direct contravention to Union
Active Policy.

In email correspondence
obtained by Nouse, then-President
Tom Scott informed the incoming
sabbatical team and the current
group of JCRC Chairs in June that
the cuts were both “inevitable” and
“not too bad”, and that porters were
not welfare providers.

Currently valid Union Active
Policy explicitly demands for
YUSU and Union Officers to “cam-
paign against any decision which
would mean a cut in the number of
hours residential lodges are staffed
in relation to the staffing of

October 2006.”
This motion, passed by UGM

in February 2007 in response to
similar cuts that were eventually
resisted by a campaign spearhead-
ed by YUSU, remains Active Policy
until February next year.

After a meeting with Pro-Vice
Chancellor for Students Jane
Grenville, Director of Facilities
Management Keith Lilley and
then-President-elect Tim Ngwena,
Scott stated: “The long and short of
it is: cuts are inevitable.”

“[The removal of 24-hour por-

tering in Derwent and Vanbrugh]
may be the most contentious issue,
but it's not too bad. Yes, I'd love
there to be 24-hour portering
everywhere - but the money simply
is not there. DFM doesn't make a
profit for shareholders, and isn't
trying to wrest more money from
students' hands here,” Scott contin-
ued.

In direct contrast to the public
campaign currently being driven by
YUSU, Scott stated: “Porters, while
much-loved, aren't meant to be a
24-hour welfare point”, adding: “I
am strongly recommending that
you meet with Jane [Grenville] -
and perhaps even Keith [Lilley]...
rather than immediately jump to
war.”

At the meeting, Scott was
informed that the University had
previously planned to close both
the Derwent and Vanbrugh lodges
forever, before the current plan,
which provides for a 12-hour serv-
ice in those lodges was implement-
ed.

Current YUSU President Tim
Ngwena has denied that Scott’s
comments should be attributed to
the Union, or that they undermine
the current ‘Save the Porters’ cam-
paign.

“I can’t speak for Tom, but it’s
not YUSU’s view. YUSU’s view is
different in the sense that – at the
time – we were focussing on a dif-
ferent issue and now we know what
we want from out porters. YUSU’s
position has changed,” Ngwena
said.

“I’m sure Tom Scott would
fully support Union Policy and
campaign for 24 hour portering,”
added YUSU Welfare Officer Ben
Humphrys.

Unlike previously successful
YUSU campaigns in 2002 and
2007 that forced the University to
back down over portering cuts, this
year’s action was slow to begin and
has been relatively ineffective.
Ngwena has denied that this is a

result of YUSU indifference:
“It might seen that it came late

but we’ve been thinking hard about
what we want from it. This isn’t the
only thing going on. I think a lot of
pressures have made it difficult to
focus, and probably delayed our
reaction perhaps more than we
should have. I disagree that this

campaign is too late.”
“The University’s approach

has been fragmented which means
we havent found the adequate time
to fight against it,” Ngwena added.

Despite receiving the email
from Scott, JCRC Chairs did not
launch any form of campaign until
the commencement of this term.

“JCRC Chairs have massive
responsibilities in week one and
over summer. Freshers’ Week has
been prioritised and that shows the
importance of colleges to first
years,” Humphrys said.

Former YUSU President Tom Scott said the proposed cuts weren’t “too bad” in a email sent in June

Henry James Foy
EDITOR

YUSU: Portering cuts ‘inevitable’
MATT GRUM

COMMENT >> Page 11
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“[This Union resolves:] To cam-
paign against any decision
which would mean a cut in the
number of hours residential
lodges are staffed”

YUSU Active Policy until Feb 2010
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Students mobilise to highlight need for

YUSU and the Derwent JCRC organised sit-ins inVanbrugh,Langwith andDerwent colleges where students were encouraged to sign a petition is support of 24-hour porters

STUDENTSHAVEmobilised across campus
to protest the recent reductions in portering
hours.

The week of demonstrations was organ-
ised by Derwent College JCRC and YUSU to
protest against the removal of 24-hour por-
tering from both Derwent and Vanbrugh col-
leges.

The first protest was organised anony-
mously and saw the complete removal of all
furniture from Derwent Bar. The action was
designed to highlight the time it took campus
Security Services to respond to the situation,
in comparison with regular 24-hour porter-
ing.

In practice it was over one hour before
Security Services noticed the removal of the
furniture, and a further half an hour before
they were able to return the items to the bar
from the grounds of Heslington Hall, where
the protesters had left them.

Posters left throughout the bar area car-
ried slogans such as “Real welfare, not just lip
service”, “Safe & Secure: 24 Hour Portering”,
“Preventative: 24 Hour Portering”, “Wouldn’t
have happened with 24 hour porters” and “24
Hour Porters Please”.

A leading member of the demonstration
commented that “if drastic measures are
needed to keep student safety a priority then
we are more than willing to keep this up.”

Derwent College Chair Joe Rankin com-
mented on the protest, saying “in no way can
it be said that students, and indeed the

University, are as well looked after as it has
previously been under 24-hour portering.”

Protesters have been widely commend-
ed for the action, although one member of
Security Services anonymously commented
on the Nouse website, explaining that; “all
you [the protesters] created was extra work-
load for myself and
colleagues who
attended that
night to move the
furniture back.”

On the day
following the
Derwent Bar protest,
Pro-Vice Chancellor
for Students Jane
Grenville released a
statement warning
students that, whilst
the University is trying
to improve the portering
system, “it will be more
difficult to make it work in
the face of ill-informed and
poorly directed protest.”

Derwent JCRC planned a party in the
Porters Lodge for their second day of
protests, but this was shut down by campus
security. Students arriving for the late night
protest on Tuesday were turned away by
security and not allowed to continue with
their planned protest.

Rankin commented on the University
response, stating that “having two security
cars and four men on the scene before the
expressed start time was a waste of resourses
and an overreaction, showing firstly how sen-

sitive the University must be about this stu-
dent campaign and also how out of touch the
management must be.”

Student action on Wednesday night was
supported by Derwent College and YUSU,
with sit-ins arranged throughout the night in
Derwent, Langwith and Vanbrugh colleges.

Protesters set up ‘Student Porters’
Lodges’ to highlight the welfare

needs which porters address
throughout the night. Rankin
outlined situations that pro-
testers at Derwent dealt
with: “we returned a
phone, helped direct a
huge amount of people
to rooms around
Derwent and generally
offered that sorely
missed welcome at
3.00am to students
returning to the College.”
Students were also

encouraged to sign a YUSU
petition in favour of 24-hour por-

tering.
Nouse understands that protests

planned for Thursday and Friday were can-
celled following pressure from the
University, although the YUSU petition con-
tinues to be circulated amongst students.

The final protest, which took place yes-
terday morning, saw YUSU Campaigns
Officer Jason Rose, Rankin and a small
group of protests go to Heslington Hall to
intercept University administrative staff on
their way to Remuneration Committee, the
committee that decides pay increases for sen-

ior administrative staff.
Protesters will then encourage commit-

tee members to refuse a pay rise and propose
that the money saved be put towards funding
the return of 24-hour portering throughout
campus.

Online protests have continued this
term, with students and parents emailing
and sending to letters to Vice-Chancellor
Brian Cantor complaining about the situa-
tion. Both Derwent College and YUSU also
run succesful Facebook groups which
encourage students to get involved with
protests.

Student protests in the defence of
porters have taken place in York since the
University first attempted to cut hours in
2002. Student Action reached a high in
2007, when Colleges, the Students Union
and Nouse led a sucessful campus wide cam-
paign protesting a proposed cut to portering
hours.

Speaking on the campaign in general,
Rose commented: “It’s been going OK. It’s
been gaining momentum and there’s been a
change of tactics in favour of actually making
changes and talking to the people who make
the decisions, which will hopefully lead to
longer lasting changes.”

Rose also admitted that he suspects the
Union has only got “somewhere between 200
and 300” signatures on the petition.

In response to student protests the
Unviersity have released a statement warn-
ing students that if changes have to be intro-
duced “in the face of continued disruption, it
will take longer.”

Jim Bulley

LEADER >> Page 12

GEORGE LOWTHER
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24-hour campus portering provision

Further welfare issues arise as
portering reductions continue

PORTERING ZONES
Green - Alcuin Porters Lodge

Yellow - Langwith Porters Lodge

Purple -Wentworth Porters Lodge

Blue - James Porters Lodge

Orange - Halifax Porters Lodge

Not shown - Goodricke

An anonymous group of protesting students stripped Derwent Bar of all its furniture,whichwas then rearranged on the pavement between Derwent and Heslington Hall

JIM BULLEY

THE UNIVERSITY’S commitment to stu-
dent welfare has again been brought into
question as reductions in the University’s
portering hours have left students isolated.

University students have encountered
dangerous situations which would have been
easily avoidable with the aid of 24-hour por-
tering, highlighting the University’s disre-
gard for student safety.

An international student, new to York,
arrived at the University in the early hours of
the morning during the introductory period
of Fresher’s week. With a porter nowhere to
be found, she proceeded to spend seven
hours sat on the floor with her luggage until
the porter arrived in the morning.

Moreover, earlier this week students in
Derwent College were confronted with an
intruder in their building. Unable to inform
a porter of this unexpected event meant that
the situation escalated, endangering
University students.

A first year politics student, who con-
fronted the unidentified man, has described
the event which took place at half past four
in the morning as “really scary”. Noticing an
unfamiliar man walking their corridors stu-
dents proceeded to investigate, realising the

man had no affiliation with the university
“we ran to the porters lodge to find a porter
but there was nobody around”.

Unable to find any assistance, students
decided to go back to their building assum-
ing their presence had startled the trespass-
er, forcing him to leave. However, returning
to their corridor, residents noticed the bath-
room in which the man had been originally
seen had been locked. After knocking to
inquire the identity, students were faced with
a man “shouting” obscenities at them.

“We got really scared and ran to my bed-
room and rang the emergency phone”
described one student involved. University
Security patrols arrived minutes later to
escort the man from the building, fortunate
to find that students had suffered no further
aggravations.

The first year student revealed that
security stated “he had been arrested twice
before and thrown off campus many times”
for similar offences, after learning the securi-
ty code.

Students in Derwent had been kept in
the dark regarding the man who had also
been stealing various food items throughout
kitchen’s in the block.

The situation would have been prevent-
able with 24-hour portering, revealed stu-
dents “we could have told porters and they
could have come straight away”.

Jamie Day



The inaugural Derwent Day, which
took place this Saturday, has been
hailed a “wonderful celebration” by
University Chancellor Greg Dyke.

Triggered by the untimely

death of the late Provost Ron Weir,
Derwent Day was foremost intend-
ed to be a commemoration of his
life, as well as a chance for students
past and present to share their
memories and experiences of their
time as part of the college.

During his after dinner
speech, Dyke, a former Derwent

resident himself, praised the efforts
of the JCRC members for organis-
ing a fitting tribute to Weir, who
died suddenly of a heart attack in
March this year. He described Ron
as “a father figure for all students”
and spoke affectionately about his
contribution to the college over the
past twenty-seven years.

FUSION PRESIDENT Cesca
Dessain has announced that this
year’s show will be larger and
include more students than ever
before. She has also hinted at a
“secret and exciting” new theme
that the Fusion committee are
planning to keep under wraps for
as long as possible.

The annual event, featuring
fashion, dance and music, has
secured a £2,000 sponsorship
grant from KPMG, and is collabo-
rating with high profile designers
as well as hoping to raise the pro-
file of the live music featured with-
in the show.

The Fusion committee has
stated that more of the student
body will be engaged as part of the
show than ever before, with stu-
dents needed in every area of pro-
duction. “I am so excited about this
year’s show,” commented Dessain.
“We’ve got big shoes to fill, but big
ideas of our own that will hopeful-

ly make for the best performance to
date.” She also added: “The thing
about Fusion is that it relies so
much on the help and enthusiasm
of the student body. It’s down to
excitement and commitment that
we are able to do what we do.
Without all the talented people out
there, the show would not go on.”

Last year’s event saw record

numbers in attendance and raised
£13,000 for its various charity
beneficiaries.

Despite restrictions on
fundraising due to a YUSU change
in policy to reflect charities laws,
Dessain stated that Fusion and its’
committee were “determined to
stand by RAG”, including them at
every stage of production.

DR BEN Goldacre, author of Bad
Science, has cancelled a lecture fol-
lowing the University’s insistence
that he fill in an expenses form.

Goldacre publically states on
his website that he will happily to
do lectures for free provided that
the institutions pay his travel
expenses, and provided that he
doesn’t have to fill out any forms to
receive the money.

Goldacre released a statement

on his website, saying that “if I have
to find an envelope, fill out a form,
find your address, write it on the
envelope, find a stamp, find the
right taxi receipts in the pockets of
whatever jacket I was wearing that
day, and then the train tickets, and
then post them, all to get back the
£80 or so that I paid to come to
you” then he will refuse to give the
lecture.

Nouse understands that the
University of York is the first and
only institute where Goldacre has
cancelled a lecture due to an insis-
tence that he fill out some type of
expenses claim form.

The lecture, which was due to
take place next Monday November
16, was fully booked at the time
that Goldacre withdrew.

Goldacre asserts that “you
don’t need my postcode. If I want

you to have my home telephone
number I’ll ask you on a date. I
don’t get it. Ask me to do a talk. I’ll
do a talk.”

A fourth year Biochemistry
student, who had booked a place at
the lecture, commented that “the
University have missed out on a
great opportunity for a notable
speaker to appear on campus.
Insisting that he fills in an expens-
es form is petty and it has cost us,
the students, this unique chance. I
do not think his request is unrea-
sonable at all.”

Goldacre’s website also
includes a statement to any institu-
tion that insists on an expenses
form: “I’m genuinely sorry if your
administrative systems can’t man-
age it, what can I say, you’re asking
me to take time out of my life to
come and do a talk and then you
want me to fill out a bunch of forms
and envelopes.

“Seriously, I love giving talks,
I’m happy to do it, I am a zealot for
evidence based thinking and sci-
ence, I would take a train to the end
of the universe to talk about it, but
you guys seriously need to think
about reciprocation.”

Goldacre also attacked the
University’s position, saying “every-
body knows that a form is the low-
est expression of contempt, you use
a form to express the fact that you
don’t have time for someone, that
your time is more important than
theirs, and that’s often true”

University of York Press
Officer James Reed stated that;
“the University was looking for-
ward to welcoming Dr Goldacre
and was keen to accommodate his
wishes in relation to his expenses.
Dr Goldacre took the decision to
cancel the lecture and we have
informed ticket holders that this
event will not be taking place.”
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HEADS OF YORK University
Media (YUM) have been stripped
of their VIP Gold Cards by Union
Council due to “personal vendettas
against the press”.

In a meeting earlier this term,
Council voted to bestow cards upon
themselves, incoming JCRC chairs
and other YUSU affiliate heads,
and ignored pleas from both YUSU
Student Activities Officer Rhianna
Kinchin and YorkSport President
Emily Scott to award cards to YUM
and YorkSport Committee mem-
bers, as had been the case in previ-
ous years.

Last week, Council then voted
to devolve responsibility for the
remaining 32 cards, instead
instructing each YUSU sabbatical
officer to chose five “deserving” stu-
dents.

In a letter to Union Council,
YUM representatives expresses dis-
belief at the decision and

denounces the “the inward-look-
ing, self-congratulatory nature of
the Council.”

“YUM work tirelessly to sup-
port, represent, inform and enter-
tain students of York. If you want to
award cards based on ‘who
deserves it for their work,’ we would
suggest that the continual 24-hour
shifts put in by YUM members far
exceeds the work of many council
members,” the letter continues.

The cards, which provide for
free entry to Tru and Gallery, are
given to the Students’ Union by
Luminar Leisure in line with a
lucrative advertising package.

YUM Chair Anna Bucks is
campaigning to change the
Council’s decision. “It seems a
shame, some might say petty, that
Union Council felt unable to make
this small guesture to recognise the
work carried out by YUM,” she said.

JCRC chairs, many of whom
who were outspoken in their criti-
cism of awarding cards to YUM
voted to keep their cards in 2010,
after they have left their position.

Ben Gascoyne

‘Self-congratulatory’ Council
strips VIP cards from YUM

Jim Bulley

Celebrity lecturer cancels
after University antagonism

Katherine Redmond

Sian Turner

Students and alumni celebrate Derwent Day

JUSTYN HARDCASTLE

IRENE SIEBERGER

Fusion hope for record 2009

Last year, Fusion raised as record £13,000 for its beneficiaries

“Just cancelled
talk at York, they
insisted i post
forms to get
train and taxi
reimbursed”

Ben Goldacre’s Twitter Feed

AlisonWeir,widow of the late Derwent Provost RonWeir,Chancellor Greg Dyke and Anna ClaireYounger



UNIVERSITY RADIO York (URY)
has claimed that the University has
failed to help them with problems
of serious damp and flooding in
their offices.

The offices and storage areas,
which are actually converted bike
sheds, have been plagued by prob-
lems of damp and mould for over
nine months.

Despite the issue having been
repeatedly reported to the
University, no assistance at all has
been given, leaving the students at
URY to attempt to deal with the
problems themselves.

Harriet Jennings, Training
Manager at URY, reported how
“last year I had to take the studio
apart myself to get try and rid of
the damp. We had to get all sorts of
chemicals in and then redecorate
ourselves. However, it didn’t fix the
problem and the damp has now
come back”.

As well as being a considerable
health risk, the students at URY are
worried about the dangers of keep-
ing such expensive electrical equip-
ment in damp conditions.

The stores, where the comput-
ers and transmitters are kept, flood
whenever it rains, with what was
described by one student at URY as
“a massive river running through
the stores. We had to lift all the
equipment up as it was literally sit-

ting in feet of water, which wasn’t
easy in the limited space we have”.

After this major incident of
flooding last year, the University
eventually sent in Estate Services to
inspect the damages. However,
nothing was ever done and the stu-
dio and storage was left to dry out
on its own.

In response to the allegations
that no assistance has been given to
URY with the flooding and damp,
the University Press Office stated:
“Measures have been taken to alle-
viate the problem, primarily the
installation of new concrete gutter-
ing to divert water away.”

“We do not have any records of
recent complaints about flooding
but our Estates Services depart-
ment is ready to help URY address
the problem if further measures are
required,” it continued.

The problem was also taken
up with YUSU in September but
the issues still remains unad-
dressed.

YUSU Student Activities
Officer Rhianna Kinchin stated: “I
informed the Facilities Manager,
and then filed an official report of
the problem with Estates. I have
had no response from Estates since
my report, and when chasing up
the problem again with the
Facilities Manager last week I was
told that these problems sometimes
take months to respond to. She
knew of some damp areas that have
been low priority and ignored for
years.”
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YUSU STUDENT Activities Officer
Rhianna Kinchin has been
attacked for her failure to support
RAG events.

A RAG committee member,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, disclosed that “every-
one on the committee is upset and
outraged” after Kinchin expressed
her desire to cancel RAG’s annual
Woodstock event in a meeting last
week.

Kinchin has since denied any
rumours that she intended to can-
cel the event. In a statement
released on Friday 6 November she
said thatWoodstock “cannot be run
in exactly the same way as last
year... [it is] a hurdle that will have
to be overcome this year.”

Kinchin continued that YUSU
are “trying really hard to do our
best for RAG”, although RAG com-
mittee members have said that
“instead of trying to work with
RAG she is stamping on it.... she
doesn’t have the passion for chari-
ties that is needed for the position
[of Student Activities Officer].”

Woodstock is RAG’s most suc-
cessful individual event of the year.
It raised £2,500 for its beneficiar-
ies in 2009.

The RAG Committee fear that
Kinchin plans to re-establish

Woodstock under the YUSU
umbrella: “She says she’s not going
to cancel Woodstock but it will no
longer be on RAG terms.”

This change would mean that
none of RAG’s beneficiaries would
receive any of the money raised,
and all proceeds would go to
YUSU. Nouse’s source added that if
the event is taken away from RAG,
“the amount of charity money will
amount to nothing.”

As well as a record for
unprecedented fiscal success, RAG
is considered crucial for creating
community spirit. Another mem-
ber of the committee said:
“Woodstock is about more than
raising money, it is about creating
cohesion. It is RAG’s flagship event.
The situation is ridiculous.”

It has been revealed that
Kinchin is attempting to curtail
RAG’s control of the event under
the facade of financial risk: “The
auditors see money going out and
there is no guarantee that it’s com-
ing back in... But the past success of
RAG shows it’s not a risky event.”

The committee fear that
Woodstock will be jeopardised in
the same way that Viking Raid was
in 2008, when it became a YUSU
rather than a RAG event: “YUSU
don’t just want the money from the
event but the kudos. They took
Viking Raid away from us, now
they want to take Woodstock.”

Some members of the RAG

committee feel YUSU is striving to
curtail campus events in the final
weeks of the academic year due to
the failure of one of their own
events, Summer Ball: “YUSU tried
to stop Big D last year but is was
prevented because they [Derwent]
had the support of their provost,
Ron Weir. RAG doesn’t have the
same support network. All events
in that week jeopardise the viability

of Summer Ball which is funda-
mentally a less successful event.”

In a statement released last
week, RAG Officers Helen Fry and
Zoe Stones said: “At the moment,
unfortunately, we do not feel as if
we are in a position to be able to
comment ourselves. We are trying
really hard to do our best for RAG
and really encourage students to
take an interest in the future of

Woodstock, but we are unable to
give an official statement.”

Kinchin commented that her
and Democracy and Services
Officer Lewis Bretts plan to “meet
over the next few weeks to come up
with a solution that will be present-
ed to the next Trustee Board meet-
ing in December.”

Laura Connor

Hannah Ellis-Petersen
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Last year’sWoodstock festival raised around £2,500 for RAG’s local and national beneficiaries

RAG ‘outrage’ at YUSU threat to Woodstock
GEORGIE MABEE
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University fails to provide
URY with vital repair works



THE FUTURE of Kids Camp is
under threat following the loss of
the position of Student
Development and Charities Officer
this year.

A meeting was held on
Monday to discuss the future of
Kids Camp. Now that it is no longer
the job of the Student Activities
Officer to manage and run the
camp there have been difficulties
finding somebody to take on the
responsibility due to the potential
liability involved; as a result, the
future of the entire project remains
in doubt.

Kids Camp is a Student Action
project that runs for a week at
Easter and two separate weeks over
the summer holidays, and has done
for the past forty years.

The camp is entirely run by
University of York students, with
the Student Development and
Charities Officer co-ordinating the
whole operation. The future of the
project is under threat after
YUSU’s decision to scrap the SDC
position in favour of another
Welfare Sabbatical for this academ-
ic year.

Taking the place of the SDC
Officer is Rhianna Kinchin,
Student Activities Officer, who is
now is charge of RAG, Student
Action and all societies. When the
Sabbatical position was modified,
the decision to remove Kids Camp
Co-ordinator from the role was
decided upon.

Nick Scarlett, Kids Club Co-
ordinator stated that “there’s a rea-
son the SDC had the word ‘develop-
ment’ in it, and not just ‘charities’.”
He went on to say that he thought
camp was important because it

“gives students an unrivalled
opportunity to test themselves in
an unfamiliar and challenging
environment.”

The children who Kids Camp
is run for are deemed as ‘in need of
a break’ by their social workers, as
all of them suffer some form of
abuse at home.

The Camp is considered bene-
ficial for the students involved, as
well as the children they look after.

The next Kids Camp is sched-
uled for Easter next year, so talks
with YUSU Trustees and Student
Action have begun in earnest and
will continue until a suitable
replacement is found.

Kinchin commented that “we
are currently going through a
review of the way Kids Camp is run,
which is a process that was
inevitable this year whether headed
up by an SDC or Student Activities
Officer.
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Kids Camp threatened by YUSU restructure

RuiHuang (top)was electedPresident,while formerActing President
RichardRhodeswon theuncontested race for FinanceOfficer

Charlotte Alexander-Marsh

RUI HUANG won the race to
become the new Graduate Student
Association (GSA) President by a
margin of 69 votes, despite failing
to make an appearance at the elec-
tion, and spending little effort on
his campaign.

Returning Officer Daniel
Horsfall announced the election
results on Friday, spontaneously
remarking: “Huang would proba-
bly want to convey his surprise at
winning without campaigning.”
His campaign was based upon just
one poster, and he was informed of
his victory by Nouse. The
President’s salary is around £7,000
for their August-July term.

Huang, who won with 148
of the 238 votes cast for
President, was disqualified
from last year’s re-election due
to a breach of campaigning
rules, at the start of a “turbu-
lent” and disorganised period for
the GSA at York. His manifesto for
the current year appeared not to
have been thoroughly updated
since, as it included five points
already won by the GSA. Like
Horsfall, many are questioning
how he won the presidency with no
campaigning.

The new President stated that
to avoid violations this year he
“read through all the rules and used
other ways than campaigning.
Students won’t stop to read posters
and we can’t put them in kitchens.”
Instead, Huang says he relied
entirely on talking to “a mixture of
students on campus: some
Chinese, some international, some
British. I know a lot of people and
had contact with people before.”
When informed, Huang did not
express surprise at his victory.

A source within the GSA told
Nouse that his success is due to stu-
dents’ recollection of his previous

campaign and sympathising with
Huang’s subsequent disgrace.

He said that he hopes “other
students will be understanding” of
his absence at the announcement.
He claims to be leaving his part-
time job - the factor preventing his
appearance on Friday - in the com-
ing weeks.

The turnout for the
Presidential election, at 238 ballots
or about 8%, was only 2% below
the national average. Other posi-
tions received a total of 100 voters
or less. Aside from the Presidential
position, Welfare Officer and
Academic Affairs Officer, positions
were un-contested or not stood for.

Horsfall stated that Huang
“will most likely

be a

g o o d
President, and is a good person, but
just lacked a legitimate mandate.”
At the elections Huang expressed
high aspirations for GSA’s future,
wanting it to be “international,
about passion and enthusiasm.” He
wishes to expand the Careers
Service this term, after his training
for the job.

An anonymous ex-officer com-
mented: “I am very disappointed
but not surprised that Rui won, as
in the last year he made no effort in
anything GSA related other than
the elections.”

Many of the new officers
demonstrated great promise for the
future during questioning at the
elections. Horsfall voiced his opti-
mism for the organisation, while
reserving caution towards disen-

gagement with the GSA by gradu-
ate students.

According to Academic Affairs
Officer Kieran Alden, the
University is lucky to “actually have
a GSA”. The new GSA Academic
Affairs Officer has attended three
other universities without a body to
represent post-graduate students

The position of Welfare
Officer was the closest contest of
this year’s elections. Heather
Rowley and Tom Farnhill made
disparate opponents, each with
very different experiences to bring
to the role. Rowley won by the nar-
row margin of three votes. She
expressed her happiness at being
elected in her speech and made
particular “thanks to the last three
people” that voted.

Rowley has previously stated
her greatest weakness as not
“knowing when to let go” in trying
to help others with their prob-
lems, which may have encour-
aged voters to elect an Officer
with a genuine interest in
their welfare.
New Services Officers

James Cousins and Finace Officer
Richard Rhodes were both uncon-
tested in the elections. Rhodes gave
a minimalist speech, saying: “I’m
glad to see every post-grad voted.
It’s good to see such good engage-
ment.”

Alden kept his acceptance
speech concise with a resolute
statement: “I won’t let you down”
His manifesto stressed his compe-
tency for the position rests in his
previous experience as an “academ-
ic representative at both under-
graduate and postgraduate level.”
He wishes to “work with, not
against the University.”

YUSU President Tim Ngwena,
also present at the elction, com-
mented: “Don’t let Huang’s
absence undermine the rest of the
new committee.”

Formerly disgraced candidate wins GSA
presidency despite lacklustre campaign
Camilla Apcar

JASON LOZIER
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There is no longer a Union official mandated to run Kids Camp



TWENTY-FOURHOUR portering
was one of eight issues debated at
the Union General Meeting on
Wednesday, where YUSU Welfare
Officer Ben Humphrys surprisingly
spoke against the motion.

If passed the motion would
mandate the union to campaign for
a return to staff levels of June
2009, as well as highlight the
importance of 24-hour portering
by involving national and local
media.

The motion was proposed by
Campaigns officer Chris Etheridge.
In the debate, Etheridge said that
University seemed “short sighted
and ignorant of the views of stu-

dents”.
However, Humphrys spoke

against the motion, saying that it
was “unrealistic to require the
University to be both prudent in its
finances safeguarding our degrees
and not impose careful budget
restraint across the board”.

He went on to say that the
University has “worked to ensure
that the loss of portering is kept at
a minimum and made changes to
push this through. The crisis in
Higher Education Funding is a bat-
tle that YUSU and the University
face together”. Humphrys will be
releasing a blog to fully clarify his
position.

A motion regarding YUSU
joining the 10:10 campaign was
also discussed, which if passed
would pledge YUSU to reduce car-

bon emissions by 10% in 2010.
Sabbatical Officers would be man-
dated to ensure that the right
measures are put in place.

An ethical gas and electricity
purchasing motion was also dis-
cussed. This motion, which was
proposed by Jason Rose, would
mandate the Union to lobby the
University to switch to ethical gas
supplies if it is economically viable.

Other motions debated
included a constitutional tidy up,
reducing free carrier bag usage,
ethical alternatives in YUSU busi-
nesses, change of RAG and Student
Action ordinary members election
times, and changing the name of
Student Action.

Voting takes place at
http://www. yusu.org/vote and
closes tomorrow.
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CONTROVERSIAL STUDENT
bar crawl Carnage returned to York
this weekend despite strong oppo-
sition from YUSU and the NUS.

In a statement on the YUSU
website, president Tim Ngwena
stated that the Union were “disap-
pointed to see Carnage coming to
York again” after “vocally speaking
out on Carnage” in the past year.
He said that YUSU had been work-
ing with the community, North
Yorkshire Police and York St. John
Student Union to minimise the
effect of the event on students and
the community.

This is the latest incident of a
long history of clashes between
YUSU and Carnage. In 2007 for-
mer YUSU president Anne-Marie
Canning called the event “disre-
spectful” and unethical in the way
that they produced their t-shirts,
causing Carnage to threaten YUSU
with legal action.

Last year’s president Tom
Scott successfully motioned the
NUS to condemn the event and at
this year’s annual conference the
NUS resolved to “oppose Carnage
and write to local authorities and
MPs to ensure that NUS and stu-
dents’ unions are not associated
with this behaviour”.

Carnage York was organised
by Varsity Leisure Group who run
Carnage bar crawls all over the UK.
The event in York saw participants
pass through venues such as Varsity
and Revolution before ending the
night in Tru. The bar crawl was
fancy-dress, with a doctors and

nurses theme and the tagline “Will
you miss out?”

The event has been hit by a
wave of controversy in the past
months after student Phillip Laing
was arrested after urinating on a
war memorial whilst attending a
Carnage event in Sheffield. Last
Wednesday he appeared at
Sheffield magistrates’ court where
District Judge Anthony Browne
criticised the Carnage event for
their role in the incident saying,
“some might say someone should
be standing alongside you this
morning.”

Last year Gethin Bevan, a stu-
dent at the University of Bath,
hung himself just after attending a
Carnage night out.

A spokesman from Varsity
Leisure Group has said that they
“do not promote binge drinking” or
“drinking to dangerous levels”. The
event poster told participants to
“drink responsibly, be safe” and to
know their limits.

YUSU have made clear in their
statement that the event was “not a
YUSU organised event” and carried
“no endorsement from YUSU”. In
the past Varsity Leisure Group have
accused YUSU of opposing
Carnage because “they clearly com-
pete with their own, less well-
resourced events” such as YUSU’s
Viking Raid.

Ngwena warned students
attending the event that in the past
there “has been heavy pressure to
drink excessively”. He also asked
students to be aware of themselves
and their friends so that “we can
avoid serious repercussions that
have followed such events in the
past.”

Leigh Clarke
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Portering motion dominates UGM as
YUSU Officers argue over budget cuts
Zachary White

Carnage returns to York
despite YUSU opposition

JIM BULLEY

YUSU DEMOCRACY and Services
Officer Lewis Bretts has been criti-
cised for failing to fulfil the key
principles outlined in his election
manifesto.

Bretts pledged in his July cam-
paign that he would enable a tem-
porary cash point in Halifax
College throughout Freshers’ Week,
but failed to fulfill this pledge for
those students who are a 15-min-
utes walk away from central cam-
pus.

Bretts explained: “I couldn’t
reach an agreement with the com-
pany I was hoping to deal with, to
create a deal that didn’t represent
too high a financial risk to the
Union, and as Freshers’ Week drew
closer I didn’t have time to shop
around as efficiently as I would
have liked.”

When asked why he didn’t
immediately inform the student
body about these complications,

Bretts replied: “Maybe I should
have done.”

Bretts has also been accused of
failing to fulfill his primary cam-
paign pledge to establish a weekly
‘fresh fruit and veg’ market stall,
which was outlined in his mani-
festo. Bretts stated that the delay
has occurred due to complications
with licensing laws.

Third-year Nick Hawkins,
who voted for Bretts in July, com-
mented: “Being the ‘fruit and veg’
man was kind of the hallmark of his
campaign.”

Brett’s added: “Co-ordinating
Freshers Week has taken time. But
we’re onto long term stuff now. I
have a whole term in office.”

Philip Lee–Wright, another
third-year who backed Bretts in
July, added “He seems a really nice
guy but we haven’t heard much yet.
‘A work in progress’ is all we know
so far.”

Bretts’ campaign was based
around four key principles; ‘More
Service You’ll Use’, ‘Stronger
Colleges’, ‘A More Accountable

YUSU’ and ‘Clearer Financial
Management’.

Concerns have been raised
that the ‘More Service You’ll Use’
pledges, which included promises
to run a weekly minibus service to
Morrisons, have not been suffi-
ciently concentrated on.

Regarding the issue, Bretts
said: “I can’t confirm any details yet
because we’re still in talks.”

Bretts was keen to highlight
the success of some of his pledges:
“The Courtyard is now selling take-
away drinks at the end of the night
and Student Cards have been
improved. They now include the
NUS and YUSU logos.”

In response to whether the
University Student Cards should
also inlude expiry dates - a feature
which mamy notable high street
stores require to allow student dis-
counts - Bretts voiced difficulties
over the procedure. He stated: “We
have been looking into it, there’s
possible options of holographic
stickers too, to prove the validity of
the cards.”

Jess Haines
NEWS REPORTER

Bretts fails to deliver election pledges



10 NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER
Tuesday November 10 2009 www.nouse.co.ukNews www.ey.com/uk/careers

3.11.09 10:12
To: president@yusu.org
From: sporttreasurer@yusu.org
Subject: Gold Cards
Mr President!

I’ve got a way to sort the sport budget dis-
pute out. I’m not happy, but one of those
fancy gold cards you’ve got might go a long
way to sorting things out? Go on, make an
executive decision.

Rosamund xxxx
---------------------------------------------------
3.11.09 11:47
To: president@yusu.org
From: chair@alcuincollege.com
Subject: RE: LOL

Look at Warner Medley go, i had no idea he
was that flexible. tough competition mate,
no way can i get my leg above my head. must
try harder.

Ollie xx

---------------------------------------------------
4.11.09 09:56
To: president@yusu.org
From: jcg2@york.ac.uk
Subject: RE: Last night’s antics

No, I will not “keep it cl” Tim. Student
pranks like that are most definitely not “cl”.

Jane
---------------------------------------------------
5.11.09 15:01
To: president@yusu.org
From: dreamz@gnarecords.co.uk
Subject: An offer you can’t refuse
Hey Tim,

Next time someone like Wiley pulls out at
the last minute, just hope you know I’m
available as well. Give me a call, any time.

Dreamz Murphy
---------------------------------------------------
6.11.09 10:38
To: president@yusu.org; council@yusu.org

From: yum@yusu.org
Subject: Just 5 words

You can go fuck yourself.
‘x’
------------------------------------------------
7.11.09 12.04
To: president@yusu.org
From: yum@yusu.org
Subject: RE: Just 5 Words

No, that was exactly what I meant.
‘xox’
----------------------------------------
8.11.09 21.42
To: president@yusu.org
Fromdreamz@gnarecords.co.uk
Subject: Hello?

Hello? This is your email
right? Holla back to me soon.

Dreamz Murphy

TIM NGWENA’S BLACKBERRY as seen by Ben Gascoyne

Where are they now?
Nouse speaks to six of York’s 2009 graduates to see how they’ve fared in the post-University world

HHeelleenn AAddaammss
RAG President 08/09

AAlleexx LLaaccyy
York Sport President 08/09

NNiicchhoollaass WWoooollff
Muse Editor 08/09

DDaann TTaayylloorr
History Graduate

GGeemmmmaa JJoohhnnssoonn
Riding Club President 08/09

OOlliivveerr LLeesstteerr
Derwent College Chair 07/08

Helen is studying for a Masters
in Heritage and Cultural
Management in Edinburgh. 

Oliver is a college tutor in Derwent
and studying for a Masters in
Film, Theatre and Television

Alex is working as a gym
instructor at a stable mental

hospital in Woking. 

Nicholas is an intern at the
Guardian and works as a 
freelance journalist.

Gemma is now an events 
coordinator for Macdonals’
Hotels in Harrogate.

Dan has been accepted to the
Sandhurst Military Academy,

starting in May.
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The voice of the electorate
demands more from YUSU

Over the past few weeks we
have seen the student
body’s awareness of the por-

tering crisis escalate. Night-long
protests in colleges robbed of their
principal point of contact, the
removal of furniture from Derwent
bar and the efforts of journalistic
outlets mean students are regaling
stories about their favourite
porters everywhere you look.

We are already treating
porters like a memory, and this
attitude has discoloured the noises
made by students. Take the protest
in Vanbrugh: grabbing any oppor-
tunity to have someone wave a
placard, my housemate, who
turned up to the protest at 4am in
the throes of post-Ziggys incapici-
tation, can be viewed on Facebook
bearing a sign begging to have the
porters back.

Back in 2002, students occu-
pied Heslington Hall until the sit-
uation was redressed, and in 2007,
the considerable involvement of
alumni and academic staff meant
that portering hours were returned
to a satisfactory level: all colleges,
all hours. The recurrence of the
problem shows that the wheels
were in motion a long time ago.It’s
just that the university has been
granted the recession, a weapon
with more concrete oomph, with
which to pummel any hopes of
tangible student satisfaction.

The recent protests are a last
gasp against desolate colleges,
populated fleetingly by the imper-
sonal security forces while they do
their rounds. The students behind
them, hopelessly trying to moti-
vate the masses, shouldn’t be too
harshly criticised. As a last gasp
they’re doing alright: the universi-

ty knows we’re unhappy, and we’ve
been enlightened with what are
apparently good reasons as to why
a reduction in portering hours is
an inevitability.

We’ve learnt during our time
here that having our say is good,
but that what we say will be dis-
carded. In our lectures we learn
about the freedom that having a
real, effective voice engenders. And
yet, we have also been drilled in
the futility of protest. The pro-
tracted inaction on bridges, essen-
tial for mobility for disabled stu-
dents, was an absolute joke. So too
is the clampdown on spheres of
social interaction. If anyone truly
believes they have helped to save
the remaining college bars they
should speak to the managers and
ask for how long they think they
will remain employed. Meanwhile,

the golden goose of Hes East con-
tinues to have money ploughed
into its distant coffers. The majori-
ty of the work to save the porters is
being carried out by JCR commit-
tee members who will, largely,
have left by the end of the year.

This needs to change. The
campaign needs to gain greater
reach and must be directed by
YUSU. We have seen green posters
bearing the “Save Our Porters”
logo. Indeed, I applaud their
designer who has done a good job
of getting the message across.

Any study of the current sabb
team will reveal the new sheen on
a dying organisation is the most
meritworthy component of New-
SU. It needs to remember that it is
a union, and not a stopgap in a
graduate’s early career. It needs to
fully represent the students’

protest, not make idle Facebook
groups only to wholeheartedly sur-
render its authority in meetings
with top brass.

The work YUSU is doing to
give colleges back their porters is
the bare minimum. We are con-
stantly told that being a sabb is a
hard job. This is a fallacy. They are
in a vulnerable but privileged posi-
tion, buoyed by the popularity
amongst the student body that
elected them.

Your electorate is speaking,
and wants proper representation.
Your job involves working with the
University, and this relationship
will continue regardless of whether
you embarrass your masters by
protesting. Your’s will be the year
when porters, and the students
they looked after, were irreparably
cast aside.

CCoommmmeenntt && AAnnaallyyssiiss

Freshers Week. Freshers
Fortnight. In Australia;
Orientation. In the US, we're

called 'freshmen'. York seems fond
of the term 'STYClets'. Oink oink.

I said it wouldn't happen but
since the Friday of Week One I'm
just another Fresher Fluer.
Statistics, that's all we are. The
truth is that being this sociable
and nocturnal was always going to
end in tears. I'm not cut out for it.
But a Facebook feed hailing from
Cardiff tells me my friend's in the
same schtick. “Man up fresher” is a
comment on her icky status. That's
right. Aren't we supposed to be
this indestructible tour de force,
work hard/play hard movement?

Forgive me, but there are 300
students doing English. We've not
had a single lecture yet where our
poor lecturer's been able to keep a
straight face. It's not funny! We're
dying here! Who knew how tricky
it was to hold a cough in until
you're in a cleverly-acoustically-
minded lecture theatre?

Also, food's been a bit of a car
crash so far. I suppose I just didn't
give the 'kitchen' situation much
thought. Maybe one of the first
conversations we had was on
where we were going to stow away
our kitchen tools. “You know, like
your cutlery and bowls and chop-
ping boards and things”. Oh. I for-
got about that kind of stuff. But I

brought a milk frother. The kind
where you heat it up in the
microwave then froth until you’re
all set for incredible cappucinos.

But Starbucks won't help me
now. Not when first floor are cook-
ing roast dinners every Sunday.

And although Special K packets
recommend it, living off cereal
really isn’t an ideal move. Things
are looking up though. Mummy
Haines took pity on me following
our first catch-up phone call and
the porter had post for me that
second weekend: 16 pieces of pink
stripy Tesco cutlery. “Crikey, I'll
never use them all”, I thought.
Then came the Ben and
Jerry's/Anchorman evening. £1.90
tubs of Cookie Dough excellence
between 10 of us? Beautiful.

When do we reach simple
'first-year' status, I wonder? Or is
the whole year a fresher-filled rite
of passage? There is an over-
whelming sense that the second

and third years can spot us a mile
off with our wide-eyed 'this is all
new' features. I like to think our
fresher's crew isn't such a cliché
though. We’ve already got a play
on the college chant going strong:
“Langwith till I leave”. You know,
that kid of apathetic, too cool for
school vibe. None of this talk of
allegiances to the death.

And the next step? Let's put
this STYClet vibe to bed and get
ourselves on the 'visit day' list. We
get £15 an afternoon and the
opportunity to show people round
and to finally be in a position
where we know what we're doing.
What a novel concept. And so the
fresher cycle continues.

  Jess Haines Living the cliché, and loving it

“There is an over-
whelming sense
that the second
years can spot us
a mile off”

YUSU have failed to support
students’ protest against
portering cuts and we
deserve proper 
representation

Liam O’Brien

MUSE Editor

www.ey.com/uk/careers

RHIANNON WILLIAMS



The funny thing about the
recession is that we, as stu-
dents, find it difficult to get

worked up about it.
Yes, we know that when we

leave this educational bubble it will
be near impossible to find a worth-
while job or a place to live. It
appears we will supposedly be pay-
ing off our parents’ debt for years to
come, but still it seems separate
from the world we occupy within
the university walls.

How wrong we all are. The
University of York is in a consider-
able amount of debt, which in this
economic climate essentially means
it is pretty much financially
doomed. We have already seen a
shocking number of porters and
cleaners cut, and in conjunction
with the rise in meal prices this
term, it seems the University is fix-
ated and insistent on boosting its
finances, seemingly at the cost of
the student body.

It is unfortunately about to get
even worse. Come next May, we are
undoubtedly going to be greeted by
the grinning face of David Cameron
as he moves his furniture into 10
Downing Street. And as we all
know, a Conservative government
can mean only one thing: a radical
cut in public spending.

The consequences of even a
small cut in the University’s income
will have a serious impact on both
present and future students. It
would mean even more internation-
al students being accepted as a way
to boost cash flow, and could lead to
the number of students, and cours-
es, being cut.

Unlike other universities that
are several centuries old, York does-
n’t have many old, aristocratic
alumni who continue to donate mil-
lions, even after they’ve died. As a
relatively new university, it is only
due to very careful spending that it
has progressed into one of the top
universities in the country, a posi-
tion that is becoming increasingly
precarious.

It may seem far too early in
the term for such apocalyptic pro-
nunciations, especially coming from

the mouth of a naïve and rosy
cheeked fresher, but if we are
already feeling the impact now, how
will it be in a year’s time?

As a university, York is
renowned for the quality of its
research, topping the field in areas
from English to Psychology, but
without the funding needed, how
can such a position be maintained?
We may soon find ourselves having
to paddle across the toxic, poison-
ous lake to get to the Exhibition
Centre as there is no funding to
maintain the bridges, or strapping
on our scuba gear in a crumbling
Central Hall as it slowly sinks into
the murky water.

What is most worrying is that
as the University’s income gets less,
they start charging us more. A rise
in tuition fees is already on the
cards, and with a new Conservative
government waiting in the wings, it
may come sooner than we all
expect. Come this time next year
and we may find ourselves in more
debt than the University.

Nonetheless, there is no need
to start tearing our hair out just yet.
For a non-red brick University that
has been around for less than half a
century, its high status in teaching
and research is all the more impres-
sive. It shows a true resilience and
strength that could help York
weather the storm of the financial
crisis, and come out all the better
for it. You could even argue that it
is tough times like these that help
define the history and values that
an institution such as York repre-
sents.

Cuts are certainly inevitable,
but as students we are all used to a
bit of hardship, so it is nothing we
can’t all handle. And the truth is, as
dramatic as these dour financial
predictions sound, it is unlikely
they will have any real impact on
the university experience as a
whole.

Yes, we may need to stop
splashing out on that tempting
Wispa Gold every time we pass
Costcutter and pasta may have to
feature more regularly in our meals
than we would like, but the likeli-
hood is you will still leave this place
with the greatest friends and mem-
ories of your life. And that is what
they call a silver lining.

In 2007, then YUSU President Anne-Marie Canning condemned the
student bar crawl ‘Carnage’ as “unethical and disrespectful”, and the event
organisers threatened legal action against the Students’ Union. In recent
months, the NUS openly criticised the event for encouraging binge drinking.
However, on the night that this newspaper went to press, Carnage was tak-
ing students on a drink-filled crawl through the city centre way into the
small hours.

One has to beg the question, if the NUS and its affiliates are truly
against such organised bar crawls, why then are they still travelling the
country, selling students overpriced t-shirts and underpriced vodka. A
Union exists to protect its members, and hot air is useless unless positive
action is taken in the name of its cause. For almost two years YUSU and now
the NUS have condemned Carnage and the havoc it wreaks both on students
and in the local community. It’s high time they put their money where their
mouth is and took action to protect their members as they should do.

It is a universal truth that students love a good deal, especially when it
involves alcohol, and Carnage understands this better than anybody. If they
chose to partake in these events and drink to excess, that is their choice.
What is most important however, is to have a representative body that has
unity between words and action. The NUS and students’ unions need to
hold true to their statements and remember their primal function, to protect
and represent the needs and rights of its members: students.
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Years of resiliance dashed
In all likelihood, this is a case of third time lucky for the University.

After previous attempts to significantly reduce portering hours were met
with irresistible pressure from YUSU, academic staff and angry, passionate
students, this year it seems to have got its way. Something has changed.

Granted, circumstances this time around are different. The over-hyped
recession looms large, giving weight to such phrases as “tough economic cli-
mate” and “belt-tightening conditions”. The opening of Heslington East and
the new bedrooms and students this provides allows for the University to
quote ‘like-for-like’ statistics and prove annual parity on employment fig-
ures. In previous years, however, such rhetoric and wafer-thin arguments
were tossed aside by a Union hell-bent on preserving a crucial service.

The words of then-President Tom Scott may well be his and not the
Union’s, and our current Sabbs may talk about “waiting for the right time” to
protest, but the Pirate President’s sentiments back in June seem to fit the
mood both in YUSU Towers and on campus today.

At the past two Union Council meetings, where in previous years Senior
University figures had been summoned to testify and explain the portering
cuts, JCRC Chairs and Officers squabble over the right to gain free entry to
nightclubs. While Union officials snigger at the pleasing and long-overdue
departure of Ken Batten, you can be sure that those in Heslington Hall are
also smiling as porters across campus solemnly accept their fate.

The work of Derwent JCRC, with all its passion and effort, was never
going to be well-funded or large enough to sway the administration. YUSU,
though mocked by many, has won battles like this before by puffing out its
chest, but failed to do so on this occasion. Threats of engaging with the local
and national media, pledges to cut salaries in order to finance an extended
portering service and occupations of administration buildings - all success-
ful YUSU tactics in the past - were ignored. Posters and badges there may be,
but the will to succeed there isn’t. We elect our representatives to work tire-
lessly for students, not to search for false positives in University rhetoric.

YUSU has developed a dangerous case of Stockholm Syndrome towards
the University, and this deference must stop.

Nomore hot air

In November 2008, this newspaper criticised the shambolic election
process and general management of the Graduate Student Association,
stressing the need for attention to be paid to this marginalised group of stu-
dents. This year’s elections successfully saw new officers elected to all paid
positions, and passed without any accusations of cheating, with a clear
majority candidate elected. These results are a far cry from last year, where
two presidential candidates were disqualified for cheating, one President
resigned, re-took office and then left the University entirely.

Indeed, in comparison to the GSA’s rollercoaster last year, these elec-
tions seem to come as something of a pleasant surprise. However, whilst the
results might look good, it is important to examine some basics. The turnout
in the elections was dismally low, and their new President didn’t even turn
up to the event itself. The Returning Officer for the elections expressed
some scorn as he read out the Presidential result, and indeed he might.
There have been some huge improvements in the GSA over the year, with
some dedicated individuals devoting time and energy to improving its
organisation. However, these results reveal there is still a way to go yet. Such
poor levels of attendance show that students are largely still unaware of
what the GSA does, and when a President can be elected without even turn-
ing up must surely raise some questions.

While we do not doubt that the elections are an improvement, the new
officers need to pick up the baton and carry it forward with gusto if it is not to
slip back into previous disarray. Like YUSU’s, they are paid to represent, and
have equally important mandates to fulfil. Let’s hope they have turned a page.

NOUSE
Est. 1964

Nouse, Grimston House, University of York,YO10 5DD
editor@nouse.co.uk

Generally the rule is, as put by
the Halifax Provost: “don’t
fuck a fresher”. But even

then: (a) there are clear violations
of this rule, if the scandalous whis-
perings through the grapevine are
anything to go by, and (b) does it
really matter?

What aspect of this relation-
ship do we object to? Is it the age
gap? To my mind this can’t be given
as argument alone. This is under-
standable in the case of schools,
where the majority of students are
‘underage’, but a one or two year age
gap can’t be viewed as a “terrible
thing… abuse of power… irresponsi-
ble” when we are all adults.

Or is it the pressure we see
clued-up, horny STYCs as putting
on naïve first years? In terms of
pressure, STYC or not, sex without
consent is not right. End of. And
although we are as yet not used to
university in terms of sharing a
kitchen with 10 people or going to
lectures etc., how naïve can you be?
We may be new but we can still
recognise when someone wants a
shag.

The main objection put for-
ward is the question of power and
trust integral to the position of a
STYC. In James, for example,
STYCs are Mums and Dads, outlin-
ing the job description clearly: to
look after their children and not to
commit incest. It somehow appears
just that little bit more shocking to
overhear that “oh, I know a girl who
hooked up with both of her dads”.
Perhaps James were aiming at an
intervention through inflicting the
psychological difficulties freshers
may have in hooking up with one’s
parent.

But, again, this is because it is
assumed that all STYCs (or parents)
will immorally take advantage, and
all freshers are unaware. In short, a
good STYC is one that helps us ease
into life here but doesn’t ease into
us at the same time.

Equally, to pressurise freshers
into seeing drinking as the only
option to have fun is quite clearly
wrong – as demonstrated perfectly
by one incident last year, where a
STYC claimed to his fresh-faced sty-
clet: “eating’s cheating: down it”, to
the predictable result of her becom-
ing paralytic.

However, this is totally unrelat-
ed to the question of whether or not
a STYC could have a lengthy and
meaningful relationship with a
fresher. For all we know, the fledg-
ling relationship is going to be per-
fectly respectable and they will get
married, have a picturesque honey-
moon and go on to have 16 photo-
genic and smiley children.

Clearly it is not the issue of
STYCs hooking up with freshers, it
is whether or not a STYC is acting
responsibly. We can all tell those
who are just in it to relive their
freshers week. If only we had a sys-
tem that could as well.

Freshers’ fun:
STYCs are not
the villains

Mia de
Graaf

Keep calm and carry on:
debt must not lead to disaster

Keep pushing forward

www.ey.com/uk/careers

“It is tough times
like this that help
define the history
of an institution
such as York”

Journalistic sensationalism has
been with us since the days of
Pulitzer. ‘Yellow Journalism’

has been characterised by ‘scare’
headlines and depictions of ‘the
underdog’ against ‘the system’. Its
lasting presence in the national
media - Jan Moir's article providing
the most recent furore - has been
inseparably chaperoned by calls for
increased restrictions on the press.
And it seems that sensationalism
has even crept gradually into cam-
pus journalism.

Every student paper acts as if
they’re fighting single-handedly
against ‘the man’ whenever any cuts
occur to student services. But typi-
cally, there exists a legitimate aim to
such antagonism, such as reinstate-
ment of 24-hour portering services.

It was when an exposé con-
cerning one of York's familiar spec-
tres - asbestos - appeared in one of
the campus’ newspapers a few
weeks ago, that I was forced to
recognise the familiar aimlessness
of scare stories - usually found lurk-
ing in the Daily Mail - on campus.
Apparently, students’ health was
suddenly in grave danger, and the

University is harbouring secrets
which, if revealed, could relieve this
hysterical condition. Brilliant. I was
just looking for someone to ease my
mortal despair.

It’s true that the student popu-
lation know little to nothing about
asbestos, but that’s hardly a revela-
tion. The average student is more

proficient at telling a Domino's
pizza from an Efes than identifying
airborne silicate minerals.

Mere knowledge of the location
of asbestos on campus would cer-
tainly not change the reality of its
presence. If you bash open your
ceiling, tell the porters! That is, if
you can find one.

As much as it may offend the
‘democratic taste’ of the press, the
Powers That Be are right not to
hand out details concerning a mat-
ter of mortality to student organisa-
tions. They have only proved that
they might use such details to alarm
the student population in a cynical
attempt to further their own ends.
Freedom of speech is great - if
bound with responsibility.

The University officials sup-
press these things because they
actually want new students! And it
is upon the quality of these students
that York's reputation depends. I'm
not saying that the Uni look out for
students’ interests at every turn, but
their asbestos policy is undoubtedly
intended for our benefit.

But the good news is that the
head of the FOIA Centre, Mark
Watts, is still around twenty years
after his time at asbestos infested
York. He’s even sufficiently healthy
to provide soundbytes on university
secrecy, giving budding journalists
material to write articles that might
bolster the vague possibility of
employment when they graduate -
and in a recession! Splendid.

RAG needs its flagship
event to stay afloat

Liv Evans

Deputy Comment
Editor

I'll be upfront about this: I don’t
do much for charity. Of course,
I’m all for improving the lives of

cute kids and perhaps even re-hom-
ing a sad looking dog with huge
eyes, but I'll never be found outside
in the pouring rain shaking a can at
people, imploring them to save the
world or else face mortal peril.
We’re in York. It’s November. I’d
much rather be at home with a cup
of tea watching re-runs of ‘The
Thick of It’, thank you very much.

But despite this, the news that
YUSU want to cancel Woodstock
still came as a surprise. For the
uninitiated, Woodstock is RAG’s
flagship event, which takes place
annually in the Summer Term. RAG
runs loads of events throughout the
year, but Woodstock is probably the
event which “average” students are
most likely to be involved in. Lots of
people perform, you may want to go
and see your friend make a prat out
of themselves on stage, or just have
a distraction from the inevitable
revision on a Saturday in June.
Cancelling it would essentially be
taking away RAG's biggest opportu-
nity to engage with the student
community en masse. This hardly
seems fair.

However, there has been talk
that it may not be scrapped alto-
gether, but run under “the YUSU
umbrella”. Quite apart from sound-
ing extremely unlikely to protect
you in a thunderstorm, this means
that all proceeds would just go to
them instead. You'd have to be pret-
ty clueless not to deduce that this
may have something to do with the
relative unpopularity of the
Summer Ball, held around the same

time. But surely this is more to do
with the ridiculous ticket prices,
lousy venue and rubbish acts? We’re
students; it's not as if we only go
out once a term (although I may
have changed my mind about this
by the end of third year). By the end
of the year, even the most over-
enthusiastic fresher has become a
bit disillusioned with uni events:
without the peer pressure of “OMG
it’s Freshers’ Week, we like so have
to go to everything”, the gloss soon
wears off. The lack of success of the
Summer Ball is less to do with other
events and more to do with its own
fundamental failings.

What makes things even worse
for RAG is the recently implement-
ed ultra vires regulations (if anyone
has the patience to get their head
round it completely). All money
raised for charity has to go to one of
the RAG beneficiaries. If you
missed the recent elections (which
is quite plausible; I doubt if the
average Halifaxer has managed to

figure out where Alcuin East Wing
is, let alone understand complicated
nuances of YUSU policy), the
chance to choose which charity you
raise money for has already gone. If
you desperately want a society to
support, officially at least, The
Sanctuary for Diabetic Donkeys or
some other obscure venture, tough
luck. But even for those chosen,
without RAG’s biggest event, will
there be many chances to raise sub-
stantial amounts of money? It
seems unlikely.

The solution is to improve uni-
wide events rather than poaching
what is deemed to be successful.
The vagueness of the statement
given suggests that YUSU know this
won't be a popular move. It hardly
sends out a positive message if
those who supposedly represent the
students consistently go against
popular opinion. The year’s only
half a term old, but it seems that a
trend has already been set. And
things look pretty bleak.

Asbestos aside, bad journalism is
not good for our collective health

Sam
Tunicliffe

“The powers that
be are right not to
hand out details
concerning mortali-
ty to students”

Join the debate at
nouse.co.uk/comment

Cuts in funding are
inevitable but they are
unlikely to have an impact
on the university
experience as a whole

MAXINE MUTTEN

HARRIET ARSCOTT

Hannah Ellis-
Petersen
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Carnage made me fat
It is generally assumed that Nousewriters all read the Guardian,
maybe branching out in third year

to other news outlets that might yield
job prospects (internship prospects is
perhaps a more realistic venture).
However, my favourite outlet for the
obligatory daily dose of news is in fact
The Sun.

The much-despised tabloid is a
more sophisticated operation than we
give it credit for. Essentially middle
class writers catering to what they
believe are the interests of the working
masses, it is a thoroughly hilarious
exercise in pantomime sophistry.

The publication’s normative news
content is composed of three main stra-
ta. Documenting the government’s
betrayal of Our Boys, the life and times
of the morbidly obese up and down our
island nation, and exposing Broken
Britain. Broken Britain is loosely
defined as a movement in the populace
whose preoccupations are binge drink-
ing (especially in women), sapping off
the welfare system and yobbery.

Their newest focus in all this is
drunk students on the Carnage-brand-
ed barcrawls in towns everywhere.
Formerly it was only Oxbridge revelries
that went too far and found national
coverage, but almost daily we now get
galleries of near-naked shots of stu-
dents stumbling catatonically and casu-
ally throwing up over their own shoes.
If cleavage is on show, all the better.

You have to imagine that when
shots of Sheffield Hallam student, Phil
Laing in a Carnage t-shirt pissing on a
war memorial emerged, a triumphal
parade  was held in The Sun’s offices. Of
course this is a disgrace blah blah, but
the paper has cleverly forged an oppor-

tunity to demonise the student popula-
tion: we drink, we don’t pay taxes, and
sometimes we engage in yobbish activi-
ty. You can safely assume that the vast
majority of their staff hold degrees.

And how clever it is to turn the
nation against the barcrawl. Having
largely spent my university years in her-
mitude, I have evaded the barcrawls
that college Ents and the YUSU equiva-
lent persist in organising. Bar crawls
are a sham, and act as the antithesis of
a comfortable, pleasurable night out
with minimal remembrance of folly the
next day. The people on them deserve to
be named and shamed, with photo-

graphs appearing in the national press.
Nevertheless, you suspect that the

focus on students (who remain, for the
majority of The Sun’s target audience, a
hazy and distant concept) will not
remain for long. Not while there are fat
people to exploit. There’s no visual that
can compete with that of an obese per-
son in a comical predicament.

Without The Sun’s interest in
those of the larger persuasion, the
nation would be crucially bereft of the
heart-wrenching stories of people like
Paul Mason, who eats 20,000 calories a
day to maintain (perhaps one day to
gloriously increase) his 70 stone weight.

And what of KFC fanatic, Natalie
Jackson? After a hard day at work,
Natalie thought there would be nothing

nicer than to unwind with a well-
deserved ‘family bucket’. Alas, she took
her time savouring the deep fried
delights and ended up with a fine for
staying in the car park for more than
the 75 minute limit.

This strand of Jeremy Kyle-worthy
stories aren’t, believe it or not, particu-
larly difficult to find. I worked over the
summer (internship rant I know but
bear with me) for a news agency in the
north. Along with the more noble aims
of representing their neck of the woods
by feeding stories to the national press,
they were burdened with other, far
more lucrative tasks.

This involved finding ‘real life’ fea-
tures for women’s magazines. I thus
found myself going on home visits in a
way not completely alienated from
those you would imagine in the job
description of a social worker.

I went to Jenny’s (names changed
here on in) house to get a full testimony
on how, for the second time (out of six),
she had been unaware of being preg-
nant until her waters broke. Here, the
idea was not to comment on the food
wrappers littering the front garden or
the messy havoc inside the house, but to
get a sense of the emotional anguish she
had suffered: all for the measly three
figure sum. Hundreds of pounds, too,
were paid to a son in bereavement after
his mother had died when she was
passed over for a heart bypass for being
too heavy (she was on the waiting list
for a gastric band). For a quick cash fix,
he handed over photos of his mum lying
on the couch watching television (these
were subsequently, to my disbelief,
printed). Whether this, or The Sun’s
brand of exploitation is worse I am as
yet undecided, but I’ll keep reading.

10/11/09

LiamO’Brien

Content
It’s the final edition for the depart-
ing team and, rather than being
sad, we are in the throes of a bru-
tally abrubt, though henceforth
uninterrupted period of calm
rejoicing. Like all good dramas,
we’ve had a happy ending: Sofia
got her prized new font (though I
suspect she’ll baulk when she
finds out it’s Helvetica), and we
didn’t print an image of a naked
10 year old. More importantly per-
haps, we hand over to our current
underlings the absolute night-
mare that is PAGE FUCKING M4.
“Fuck off you pretentious waste of
space!” you cried at Destructors,
“Henry Foy is a verbose narcissist”
you wailed at its replacement. It is
my job to assure you, who form
our varied readership, that you will
never be happy with page M4. Not
much space left for content (“pre-
tentious, self-indulgent rah rah
rah”), though I would draw your
attention to M14-23, which look
very nice indeed.
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“Natalie chose to
unwind with a well-
deserved family bucket”

I used to think that profile was best, but
now I'm not sure. There's twice the face
when you look full on, double the
impact, double the fun. I noticed while
I was chatting to Isabel earlier - she was
sitting in front of the window and it was

quite dark, so I could see my reflection
pretty clearly. Then again there's so
much more room for jaw appreciation
from the side view. Oh well, time
enough to decide later, I'll focus on
weights at the gym this evening, it's so
irritating that there are no mirrors in
front of the cardio machines.

Isabel's such a lovely girl - lovelier
if she got rid of the fringe and perhaps
dropped a few pounds (why get a latte
when you can go americano?), but I
suppose that needn't make any differ-
ence conversation-wise. I was rather
hoping she could introduce me to her
friend Chloe - apparently her Dad's
massive in London Fashion Week,
would be just OMG amazels if she
could hook me up. Perhaps it would be
better if I met Chloe without Isabel
there. I think she does Fusion so she
might be reasonable looking by York
standards. It was so depressing week-
ending in Bristol, like taking a sip from
the beauty glass only to have it immedi-
ately snatched away from you. Then
again, perhaps it’s better to be the pick
of the bunch here, it relieves the pres-
sure of maintaining a reasonable aes-
thetic by comparison to one’s surround-

ings. I felt so thin when I arrived from
London (OMG I miss London), it was
like I’d detoxed on the journey- or at
least become less toxic relatively. 

I quite want to go out tonight.
Alcohol is sooo calorific, but probably
necessary if I am to secure little Chloe
(God I hope she’s little, how tradge if
not). The things one does for one’s
career. What a mare. I’m totally break-
ing out as well and if I’m going to be
picture perfect for casting next week
(ok I know it’s only (insert something
minor and shit at later date), but still,
gotta be professional about it) I should
really be getting my regular zzzzs. Fuck
it, I’ll skip the seminar and sleep in. 

Ugh, it’ll be Ziggys and I just can’t
stand sportsfolk. It all feels so primeval,
like evolution got bored and stopped
halfway through. Why would you run at
a sixteen stone man with the intention
of throwing him to the ground and
grabbing his ball? The obligatory group
shower afterwards is  icky too, I’d rather
cleanse myself in the comfort of my
own home (none of them has the slight-
est idea of a grooming regime). And
then they all go drinking together. It
feels a touch homosexual to me.

The XY chromosome the campus model

Image Credits
Cover: Alexandru Hristea
M2: Sofia and Maddie by HJF, campus model
by Kai Z Feng
M8-9: Jason Lozier
M14-15: (Left to right) Alexandru Hristea,
George Lowther, Alexandru Hristea
M16+18: George Lowther
M17+19: Alexandru Hristea
M27: Jim Bulley
And special thanks, for being on call 24:7, and
general amazingness, to George Lowther ^-^
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I have not been out very much at all recently.
One fateful night, I drag my pasty, ghoulish
self to Derwent bar for a quick tonic water
before bed, just so people don’t forget that
I’m still alive. Rock and roll. A highly intoxi-
cated group of styclets sway into me en
masse. “WHEEYYYYYYYY!!!!!!” they cheer-
fully boom. “Um hi guys, how are you getting
on?” I ask, trying to sound motherly and car-
ing, “How are you finding...” “HEYYYY!” they
cut off my pleasant chitchat at the source.
“Your that one that never comesh out aren’t
you?” I’m a little taken aback. One member
of the motley crew begins to drunkenly free
fall towards my face, perhaps looking for a
moment of maternal comfort so far from
home, and I am momentarily panicked –
luckily, I am not his styc, and manage to
lurch to one side just before he face plants on
the corner of a concrete pillar instead. Ouch.
“Yeah you ARE that one”, one of the more
quick witted members ventures. “You’re the
hot one”. For a brief moment, all is forgiven.
They aren’t drunken buffoons they are my
University family, cheerful young scamps
with, dare I say it, excellent taste. As I con-
template playfully ruffling their hair to
express our newfound bond I am interrupt-
ed. “Well, I mean not the ACTUAL hot one,
that’s Emma, you’re like the second hottest”

They all nod sincerely in drunken agree-
ment, starting to look me up and down. I feel
like I am on York’s Next Top Model, they are
Tyra and Miss J. and I didn’t even ask to
enter the competition. “Or third” someone I
swear I’ve never even met adds and after
much more enthusiastic nodding I leave. I
wont be going out again for a while.  

“…right so all we need to do for now is weigh
you,” says a nurse, with a smile so painfully
bright at this time in the morning that its

actually giving me a migraine. “You’ll need to
take your boots off,” she adds, smiling more
than I thought was physically possible. I feel
like she is missing out on a sensational career
working as a presenter for something like
The Hoobs or CBeebies. I do as I’m told and
reluctantly remove said comfy boots to step
onto the cold unwelcoming scales, becoming
acutely aware that dressing myself at half
seven in the morning did, sadly, not include
any form of socks.  “OH!” smiley nurse knots
her forehead into a brief moment of perplex-

ion before returning once more to looking
smilier than ever, with just un petite peu of
smugness. “You’ve drawn a heart on your
foot!” she beams. Bugger. “Yes, yes I have,” I
guiltily admit, trying to think of any kind of
explanation for why, at 21 years of age, I have
still not limited myself to drawing on paper.
It is too early. One doesn’t come. I shrug my
shoulders and manage to make an expres-
sion which says half “teenagers! What will we
do with them eh?!” and half “who doesn’t
draw on their foot? If anyone here is weird
than it’s YOU! Now hurry up and weigh me
bi-hatch…” thus making a horrendously
embarrassing situation twice as bad. *sigh*

“HELLO CHARLOTTE. IT’S YOUR MUM
HERE. CAN YOU HEAR ME?” “Yes mum,
step away from the mike a bit” “Oh right,
ok…well you’ll be pleased to know that your
brother has helped me and I’ve got a new
computer and I’VE GOT SKYPE” “Mum,
still, back a bit. Oh that’s good, getting on ok
with it?” “Sorry darling. Yes I am,
although….a strange man has added me, and
I don’t like it”. “A strange man?” *A sudden
moment of doubt and perceptive clarity*
“Mum, what’s this man’s name?” “He’s called
e..c..h..o..123” “Mum, that’s the Skype test
echo” “Oh, can I remove him then?”
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Face control
It is with a grave and
regrettable inevitability
that any picture released
from the upcoming
Twilight: New Moon is
greeted by its substantial
female following with a
collective brace of
hideous screaming. Such
activity, which doesn’t
exactly strike one as
being particularly femi-
nist, has not escaped our
office. TTaayylloorr LLaauuttnneerr,
who looks a bit young
really, has been the sub-
ject of the greatest atten-
tion. Involvement with
the younger elements is
not an uncommon prac-
tice amongst our staffers.
Indeed, I wept as certain
elements of the team
were quite willing to
print an image of Brooke
Shields, 10, nude and
lathered in oil (MM2233).

To the left is an image of
the precious LLaaddyy GGaaggaa
on her new album cover.
The whole shoot, direct-
ed by Hedi Slimane - who
helmed Dior Homme
when it was popular: you
have him to thank for the
super skinny jean on men
- is a complete discourse
in amazing. Lady Gaga
has been my main preoc-
cupation this year. Sadly,
my year has thus far
evaded having fun, being
in a relationship, secur-
ing a job and generally
enjoying the pursuits that
lighten our absurd and
burdensome existence.
*Rescue Me*

Social pariah Charlotte Hogarth-Jones

My own contribution to The Sun’s canon of
Carnage imagery; sourced via the beautiful
medium of Facebook, the godsend to the
lazy hack. Please note that though the faces
are (in a move more courteous than that
offered by the red top) blocked out, rest
assured none of these are me!
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The Nouse Crossword
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Dub-step isn’t the easiest thing to dance to at the best of
times. I’ve never really got the hang of that whole
shoulders back and forth, knees-up, DJ hands splayed

thing. Give me some simple dance rubbish and I’ll embarrass
myself with my own unique sense of misappropriated co-
ordination, no problem. 

I’m warmed by the fact that, thankfully, I’m not alone in
this predicament. Travelling North last weekend to visit A, a
very old and very good friend, I found that the entire popula-
tion of Edinburgh University suffer from a similar condition.
In fact, it’s worse for them. How do you maintain that just-
woken-up chunky quiff, or the elegantly back-combed bouffe
while breaking out to Caspa and Rusko, or get down to
Skream in these horredously tight jeans, all whilst forgetting
the rather obvious fact that this underground music scene is
taking place in an 18th Century Hanoverian dining room.

What made it more difficult for the scenesters at this one
particular Halloween party - and specifically for A - was the
fag-end filled punch, both imbibed and liberally smothered
all over the floor. Filled with perhaps too much powdered
stimulant, she forgot for one fateful second her refined and
well-bred lineage, and threw wild dancing to the wind. In an
instant the slick wooden floors ultimately overcame her flail-
ing limbs, and with a sense of grace reserved for buildings
undergoing demolition, A’s lithe, vodka-nourished body came
crashing down. 

Most looked away and pretended not to notice
(though the calamity was well archived for future use,
for sure), as her - perhaps - overexcited dance part-
ner slid to her aid. One bleeding chin, and 20 min-
utes of consoling later, we were on our merry way
home, painting Edinburgh’s New Town (pave-
ments) red. 

I felt rather proud of myself, though, I must
say, having been distinctly distressed that A’s beau-
tiful housemate’s 18-year-old brother was going to
wholly outstrip me on the cool-ness front. He had
laughing gas and everything. But costume-less and
missing the warm embrace of Gallery’s musk, I dub-
stepped and breakbeated with the best of them, hoping
no-one would notice my York-honed lack of rhythm.

Having said that, I returned to York to be told by
a then-flame that she wanted to stop seeing me

because I “wasn’t exciting”. Now that’s a crash back to earth
that even A would be proud of.

Well there you go, the glorious journey is now over. Or
at least it will be tonight, as I might snap back at
anybody who fancies a pop at me in my post-pro-

duction daze. Today a two-year veteran of the best Student
Newspaper in the country, by the next edition I’ll be liberally
tossed aside by my young replacements - and I hazard this
column, complete with its awfully twatty photograph and less
than rave reviews, will be too.

But in the last few inches of its somewhat inauspicious
existence, I wish to pay my long-standing dues to a legion of
hard-working, dedicated, loyal and supportive people that I
simply could not have lead this newspaper without. 

Firstly to Jonny and Lida, the greatest of friends, whose
encouragement and support is unwavering, and whose con-
tribution to everything I do is immeasurable. To Adam and
George, forever enshrined in Nouse legend, brothers in arms
and true veterans of the golden age - I couldn’t have done it

without you. To Frances and Chris, whose dedication
to the masthead knows no bounds, and in whose
sheer brilliance I have never doubted. To Holly,
Peter and James, who have rode the rollercoaster
all the way from start to finish. To Antonia, Isaac,
Duncan and Sofia - I wish I was half as cool as you
all. To Jim, Charlotte, Laura and Camilla, and the

second and first-years ready and willing to
drive the paper onwards and upwards. And to
Raf, Nicky, Anjli and Venetia, who set the
bar so very high, and gave me the confi-
dence and support to take it higher still.
I hope we made you proud.

To Ian Smith of Yorkshire Web,
undoubtedly the best printer any Editor

could ask for, with a solution and a smile
to fix any mishap, and to Rory Shanks,

whose friendship, guidance and support
made last year an absolute pleasure. To Saul,
whose respect and care for campus media I com-
mend, and to Jane, a good friend who works tire-
lessly to make things better for all of us.

And finally, to save the best until last, my
eternal thanks to Liam and Sian, two heroes
that I simply could not have got through this
year without. Always by my side, always in my

corner, since the very first morning as the PDF
pain rained down to test the sternest of resolves,
your support and love has never wavered.

You’re everything an Editor could wish for, and
more besides, and I feel so very honoured to have
lead such a talented and dedicated team. We were
Nouse. And we were really bloody good. 

Henry James Foy

“Filled with perhaps too much powdered
stimulant, with a grace reserved for buildings
undergoing demolition, A’s lithe, vodka-
nourished body came crashing down”

US independence day (12)

Egg-based breakfast food (8)

Fuel made from coal (4)

Famous American Indian chief (8)

Respect, admiration (6)

Charged atom or molecule (3)

Dour, stately (6)

Reject, reduce volume (4,4)

To break, respond abruptly (4)

(Colloq.) A certain result (2,3,3)

US children’s programme to teach basic

knowledge (6,6)

Across

1.

6.

8.

9.

12.

14.

15.

16.

19.

20.

22.

Levitate, glide (5)

Neckwear (3)

Air scenting aerosol (9)

Intact, undamaged (9)

2009 World Series champions (5)

Further items (abbr) (3)

Road tunnel (9)

National religion of Japan (9)

Popular sweet oat-based biscuit (7)

(Glowing?) Sphere (3)

Period between dusk and dawn (5)

Headwear (3)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

7.

10.

11.

13.

17.

18.

21.

Down
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Nick Cave

Nick Cave is an unexpected rock-
star with a dedicated global fol-
lowing. An intense and – artisti-

cally at least - morbid figure with a
penchant for grandiose facial hair, Cave
sings about such disparate topics as
murder, Greek mythology and the
Christian doctrine of divine interven-
tion.

As the phone rings I’m wondering
about the ways he might answer it
when, suddenly, the ringing stops with
a bang; it seems someone has dropped
the phone. There’s a succession of loud
noises that sound like running and
things moving around until Cave even-
tually speaks: “Ca-can I call you –
[aside]: How long will I be? – Can I
call you in 15 minutes? Is that alright?”
Something about taking or collecting
the kids from somewhere. It wasn’t
quite the steely greeting I expected.
There’s an attractive clumsiness to this
notoriously shadowy figure.

Forty-five minutes later and still a
little flustered, Cave is ready to talk.
After such an introduction, I’m curious
as to how he manages to juggle the
quite extraordinary range of profes-
sions he has accumulated. He is a
musician and songwriter with two
acclaimed bands, a screenwriter,
author and, on occasion, an actor; in
his spare time he is a father of four.

Cave is puzzled as to why this
might seem odd: “Well I just ring up
[his side project] Grinderman and say
we’re going to do a Grinderman
record… Then I ring up the Bad Seeds.”
He chuckles at the simplicity of it all.
What we might perceive as balancing
many overflowing worlds of creativity
is simply what he does. Every day he
concentrates all his attention on what-
ever project he is working on at the
time until it is finished, whether in his
office in Hove, with his wife and twin
sons, recording in London, or on tour
promoting an album or his latest novel.

Despite the chaotic beginning to
the interview, any stereotypical percep-
tions of lazy musicians playing whatev-
er pops into their mind are soon
dashed upon learning of Cave’s dedicat-
ed approach. “I will work on something
exclusively and then finish that and
start on the next thing.” Just as with the
matter of balancing all these projects,
he finds it entirely logical that he has
chosen to undertake them. For him,
songwriting is the main thing, “but if I
only did songwriting, I couldn’t contin-
ue to do it. I would just burn out”. He’s
kept the flame going for over 30 years
now, since his first release in 1978.

So what goes into the making of
such a character? Born in
Warracknabeal, Australia, he initially
wanted to become a painter. “I went to
art school for two years and failed.” At
school, Cave was good at English
Literature and Art, “but at everything
else I was [meditative pause] average…
to say the least.” Music was hardly a
front-runner in his mind. The only
musical training he had was a couple of
years of piano lessons as a child. The
band he formed with friends, The Boys

Next Door, was just “great fun and con-
venient” with an added attraction in
the free drinks and club entry that
came along with performing. After
Plan A - art school - proved unsuccess-
ful, the band relocated to Europe,
releasing three albums as The Birthday
Party; their live shows became famous
for their intensity and often ended in
violent confrontation between front-
man and audience.

He appears pensive as he reflects
on the turning point in his career. “I’m
quite happy I failed art,” he muses,
almost as though there could be doubts
as to whether he ended up doing the
right thing. However, when asked if
this is another of the talents he will go
on to explore, the answer is clear-cut:
“No, I’m still very interested in it, but it
can be a very lonely job and I like being
able to work with other musicians and
collaborate on things”.

Cave continues: “In a way I don’t
think you always have control over your
destiny.” Is that an indication of his
belief in a higher power? Religion,
often in dark and menacing forms, is
an ever-present force throughout much
of his work.  But when I probe further,
he is surprisingly blunt. “I’m not a reli-
gious person”. Really? “I’m not a
Christian or involved in any religion. I
have a lot of problems with religion in
general”. Was his family religious? “No,
no they weren’t”. Once he’s made that
clear, though, he adds a little nuance,

Mia de Graaf talks to the multi-talented frontman of The Bad Seeds

describing a “vague belief in something
greater than ourselves”. It’s another
instance when Cave takes time and
care to address an ambiguous subject
with precision; I can almost get a slight
glimpse of the disciplined atmosphere
in which he weaves images and music
together. He doesn’t want to give the
wrong answer. Now he’s back to earth,
and ends abruptly: “I go back and for-
ward all the time, but there’s a lot of
doubt there, a lot of doubt”.

To a degree, he says, his work also
reflects what is going on in his life.
Such an intense approach can hardly
be constrained to only one area of his
life: overspill is inevitable. “When I go
down into the office I go into an imagi-
native world that’s very different from
the one that I actually live in, but the
same interests and neuroses and con-
cerns operate within both worlds”.

Is it possible, I wonder, within this
world of imagination, for him to get
writers block? “Well... no.” Modest of
him to consider it, but it’s clearly not a
concern that has ever bothered him. He
admits to feeling “washed out” at times,
but “you just need to write that period
out and eventually the stuff will come.”
Isn’t that what writer’s block is? “I don’t
consider that to be writers block. It’s a
necessary process to have periods that
are fruitful and periods that aren’t.
That’s what it’s all about.”

It seems this was the case when
writing his first novel ‘And The Ass Saw

The Angel’, the story of Euchrid
Euchrow, the mute child of an abusive
father and a drunken mother, who will
wreak vengeance on all who have made
his life painful. “It took me three years
to write, I found that very, very difficult
to do”. In making this period “fruitful”,
he brought the themes of the novel into
lyrics of the Bad Seeds’ album of the
time, but once finished, “I didn’t really
want to write another one after that”.
Apparently it was easier second time
around, since his new book, ‘The Death
of Bunny Munro’ - the story of a sales-
man’s journey around Brighton with
the looming threat of an approaching
serial killer - has been published to
high critical acclaim. Cave laughs at the
rumour that he’d written the entire
thing in two weeks. “No, it was about
six weeks for the first draft and six
weeks for the second, I wrote it all over
the place on tour, in the band room, on
the bus, in the taxi to the airport …”

Most people need some downtime
after completing a project; when Cave
has finished a novel, however, he does a
bit of heavy-duty performing. On fin-
ishing ‘The Death of Bunny Munro’,
Cave took to Europe with the bearded
band Grinderman – although he is now
cleanly shaven since his wife wasn’t
having anymore of the facial hair (“she
wore me down!”) He hung onto it long
enough, however, for his recent trip to
Hollywood for the première of John
Hillcoat’s new film, ‘The Road’. An
adaptation of a Cormac McCarthy
novel, Cave wrote the score along with
fellow Bad Seed Warren Ellis – his griz-
zly image no doubt helped to set an
appropriate tone for such a bleak post-
apocalyptic work.

Now he’s back home I ask who he
likes to see live, given that, for many, he
is one of the greatest live performers.
He groans, “there are too many!” He
cannot decide on an answer, but he is
going to see Spiritualized play at the
Royal Festival Hall in London this
week. On the theme of current music,
what does he thinks of Arctic Monkeys’
cover of The Bad Seeds’ ‘Red Right
Hand’? “I think it’s great!” he replies
enthusiastically, “you have bad surpris-
es and you have good ones. There was a
lot of energy in it.” The young Sheffield-
born band had a high bar to aim for:
competition includes the cover of
‘Mercy Seat’ in 2000 by Johnny Cash,
one of Cave’s greatest influences as an
artist. They did well, however, as Cave
even sees their version in some ways as
an improvement. “They got rid of cer-
tain aspects of the Bad Seeds - but they
were aspects that I really never liked
anyway! So they did a good job.”

For the duration of our conversa-
tion, Cave has proved an accommodat-
ing and thoughtful interviewee, mus-
ing about his career and beliefs as if it’s
the first time he’s been asked about
them. But the time comes for another
aspect of his multifaceted life to take
centre stage - he has to go collect the
kids. Crashing at the beginning, dash-
ing at the end. Whoever said you need
a quiet life to create great things? M
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“There’s nothing to stop you
shutting yourself up in your
room, cutting, and then going

back out again. That’s the amazing
thing about self harm, you can have the
happiest face on but inside, you can be
screaming.”

Self-harm is a secretive condition,
smothered under long sleeves and
trousers which hide the telltale signs.
For something that most people proba-
bly find impossible to understand, it is
not uncommon. According to the Royal
Institute of Psychiatry (RCP), about
one in ten young people will self harm
at some point. That’s equivalent to two
or three people in every secondary
school classroom in the country, and
it’s four times more likely to affect girls
than boys. The RCP also says that gay
or bisexual people appear to be more
prone to self harm. People who self
harm are not mentally ill; however they

ary school, mainly because I was being
bullied and had a very negative self
image. I thought anything I did to
myself, no matter how much it hurt,
could only be an improvement.”

There is not always a clear trigger
or reason that someone begins to self-
harm. Unlike Amy, Lily cannot pin-
point a cause, or even remember the
first time she cut herself, just the surge
of emotion which lay behind it: “I don’t
think it was ever a conscious decision
of, I’m going to sit down and cut
myself, it was more feelings of so much
pent up anger inside of me and that I
just had to let it out. I don’t remember
the exact time or the exact moment,
but I used to use my nails and it was
just a form of release when I was just
so frustrated and so angry with myself
that all I could do was just attack
myself, there was no other option”.

The methods self harmers use to

still desperately need help. 
I spoke separately to Lily (above)

and Amy, both successful undergradu-
ate students about this addiction which

has plagued them since they were
young girls. Amy, a first year, has kept
her habit secret from her parents since
she started to cut herself aged 12. 

“I've been doing it for eight years
and my family has no idea. I wouldn’t
have the heart to tell them. I first start-
ed self-harming when I was in second-

“You realise that you need this
to keep yourself feeling human-
then you start thinking more
inventively, more creatively... ”
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attack themselves are varied and
inventive, and all deeply personal to
each individual. They range from hair
pulling, to burning, bone breaking and
interference with wound healing (like
picking out the stitches from previous
cuts). The most common form is cut-
ting. Like a drug, what ‘works’ at first
can soon cease to achieve the desired
effect. Lily started self harming using
the most basic instrument she had, her
own nails, before she “progressed onto
knives and razor blades” after a month
or so. The ‘ritual’ becomes common-
place, and what would once have been
taboo broken. She explains:

“When it becomes more of an
established thing – when you realise
that you need this to keep yourself
going, to keep yourself feeling human –
then you start thinking more inven-
tively, more creatively... yeah you just
think, I could use this, I could use this.

*Names have
been changed
to protect iden-
tities.

One in ten people will self-harm at some stage in their lives.
Why? Holly Thomas and Sian Turner ask two girls who have 
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It’s quite a morbid process really.” 
The secrecy which Lily managed

to maintain for a period helped her to
justify her actions; if no-one knew, no-
one but her was suffering, so no dam-
age was done. The damage she did her-
self doesn’t appear to have factored in
her reasoning at the time. Her own
pain didn't matter, as long as those
around her were shielded from it.

“I didn’t want to stop for a very
long time, because I felt like I deserved
it, like it was a way in which I could
keep on going because I’d punished
myself, therefore I was more worthy. I
was allowed to keep going because I’d
already cut myself or scratched myself.
And because no one knew about it it
wasn’t affecting anyone except myself,
it didn’t matter. So it wasn’t really any-
thing I thought of stopping”

It seems that self harmers, by their
very nature, suffer from low self
esteem. Another recurring emotion is
anger, anger which cannot apparently
be released in any other form than that
of physical pain, and isolation, mean-
ing there doesn’t appear to be any-
where else to turn. Self harm is almost
a literal manifestation of self hatred;
the self that they believe is worthless
must suffer as punishment for its
shortcomings. Self harmers typically
have difficulty controlling their imme-

diate impulses, and don’t see them-
selves as ‘empowered’ enough to do so
anyway. This makes resistance when
the urge to harm takes over far more
difficult than a person who has never
experienced it might imagine. 

Ironically those who suffer are fre-
quently high achievers - clever, popu-
lar, and talented, those whom others
would least suspect of having prob-
lems, or indeed deserve any form of
‘punishment’, physical or otherwise. By
way of illustration, Johnny Depp,
Angelina Jolie, Colin Farrell, Christina
Ricci and Courtney Love have all spo-
ken openly about their own experiences
of self harm, and countless other
celebrities (such as the late Princess
Diana) are known to have self harmed
at one time or another. For some self-
harmers the desire to maintain their
high standards can make anything less
than the absolute best appear inade-
quate and thus a failure. It is this fail-
ure for which they do penitence in the

form of their abuse. Lily explains the
difficulty in letting go of these feelings:

“It’s been a lot better in the last
year, but there are still situations where
I feel bad about myself. If I’ve done
something wrong, if I’ve had an argu-
ment with someone, if I’d upset some-
one, if haven’t achieved academically
how I wanted I get the same feelings of
intense anger and hatred. It all comes
back again and it’s just this absolutely
overwhelming sense loathing and you
can’t get rid of it any other way unless
you cut yourself, nothing else will do.” 

Although harmers gain some tem-
porary ‘relief ’ from their habit, the
practise itself can perpetuate the very
feelings of inadequacy which led them
to self harm in the first place. Amy
described this conflict: “There is usual-
ly a feeling of immense relief while
doing the cut. There is something stim-
ulating about taking control of your
pain and your feelings. It’s also a very
personal thing, something no-one ever
has to see. Afterwards the guilt and
shame generally take over. Usually the
pain doesn't bother me, but sometimes
it can be unbearable, making you feel
stupid on top of everything else.”

The stigma which surrounds self
harm makes it still harder for anyone
suffering to come forward and seek
help, the fear of shattering the careful-
ly cultivated image of coping the cost of
admitting you’re not, seem too great.
Lily is in her third year, and has also
been self harming since she was 12. Her
family have known about her habit
almost from the beginning.

“My Mum knew I was depressed
and I was having therapy at the time.
The therapists asked me quite straight
up, did I self-harm, and I said yes. They
obviously told my Mum and she was
aware about it, but I hid it. As the prob-
lem got worse she began to realise that
I was getting worse and she started
checking me every night before I went
to bed. My main focus points were my
wrists and my shoulders, and she used
to check these every night to see
whether I’d done it or not.”

Looking back, Lily is appalled by
the thought of what her mother must
have gone through. “Watching her
daughter deliberately physically abuse
herself over and over is just absolutely
horrific to contemplate. At first she
never let it show that it upset her, she
was very functional about it. She’d do
the checks and if she found something,
she’d just ask me for the razor and take
it away. Then as it went on she used to
get more and more upset by it.”

Amy has never told her family,
however her boyfriend is aware of her
habit, and this has caused a great deal
of tension within their relationship:
“My boyfriend knows because he's seen
most of the scars, but this makes it very
hard because its just another reason to
feel guilty. We often have arguments
about it, which drives me to want to cut
again, so its like a vicous circle. I wish I
could make him understand but I don't
think he ever will. He sees it as almost
an insult when I do it.”

It is amazing nevertheless how
much can pass over people’s heads- and
how easy it is to hide self harming. I
spoke to a girlfriend of Amy’s and the
question of self harm came up. Amy’s
friend agreed that it was certainly a
tragedy that it was so widespread, how-
ever blithely added “At least I no-one I
know is suffering, that would be so
awful”. Lily agrees that it is all too easy
to hide the fact that you’re injuring
yourself- particularly at university, so
full of distractions that an unmen-
tioned problem can go conveniently
unnoticed: “I remember going into my

room and just falling to pieces, and
then I’d come out again and be happy
and my housemates would never
know.”

Even more worrying is when, as, in
Amy’s case, even those closest to them
cannot (or perhaps will not) see what is
right in front of them. “Occasionally my
mum has seen scars and I've made
excuses, which she has always
believed.”

It is incredibly difficult to ask for
help as a self harmer. Understandably,
there is a fear of being judged, that one
might lose the respect of everyone who
thought that you functioned so well.
The feelings which surround self harm
- of isolation, inadequacy, and hyper-
sensitivity to rejection, are exactly the
type to prevent the kind of trust and
confidence necessary to open up. Amy
says: “Of course there is a social stigma
around it. Emo anyone? I listen to
metal and wear black. This is one of the
reasons to keep it hidden. There is a
massive sense of shame and guilt that it
is hard enough letting people you're
close to know or see, let alone people
who will judge you.”

Student life can make coping with
an existing problem still harder; start-
ing at university putting further pres-
sure on someone already bowed under
the weight of old stresses. Familiar sup-
port systems are gone; everyone is a
stranger, and taking care of yourself on
top of a degree workload can make
maintaining standards still harder.

“I didn’t have the protective envi-
ronment of my school any more. My
first term was great and I had a really
good time, but then in second term
things got way more difficult. You get
over that initial excitement of being a
Fresher and going out all the time and
you have to settle down, do work, make
real friends. For the first time in a long
time I started doing it again.” 

She is adamant however, that if
students suspect that a housemate or
friend is self-harming, then they should
not ignore their instincts. "People do it
because they want help. Self-harm isn’t
suicide, it’s a way of staying alive and
it’s a coping mechanism. But there’s
obviously something fundamentally
wrong that makes a person do this to
themselves. So if someone was to
actively go up and say to them, 'Is
everything alright?', then that can be
the trigger for them to admit that no,
everything isn’t right. I need help".

It is naturally the people emotion-
ally closest who can be of most help to
self harmers in the initial stages of
seeking further aid; however the
responsibility is not with them to offer
a 'cure' or become a counsellor. Lily
stresses: "There are a lot of welfare sys-
tems in place, but students can be so
anonymous. They also require the stu-
dent to actively seek support, and if the
student doesn’t do that and people have
noticed that things are wrong, they
need to be the ones who go to alert the
welfare systems and then someone who
is trained in welfare can go and speak
to them and explain that they just want
to know that they’re alright. But it’s
making that first point of contact, and
it’s then that friends can be so impor-
tant. If people have gone to so much
effort to hide it from their own families,
they’re not going to open up to a doctor,
it will be someone they can actually
relate to.

Amy has never sought medical
help. "But there have been times when
I should have. I now have a scar across
my stomach which is about 5mm wide
and looks hideous. If I had sought help
it might have healed a lot quicker, and
not be as bad as it is now.” M

“It’s just this overwhelming
sense of loathing and you
can’t get rid of it any other
way unless you cut yourself ”
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sell in Italy, but they are big in other
places. Southeast Asia consists of cul-
tures as diverse as Singapore,
Indonesia, Vietnam and the
Philippines - all of which have their
own unique literary traditions. Their
histories are rich with exchanges and
parallel stories.” He sees something
unique in poetry, however, which
unites cultural and political differ-
ences: “Our literary scenes may be dif-
ferent but at heart we are interested in
the human story because it is our own.”

As Pang elaborates, it becomes
clear that the colonial existence he has
been raised into has both worked both
for and against his career. Due to
Singapore’s colonial past and an
English-based education system,
English has become the principal com-
mercial and administrative language in
Southeast Asia. Despite such ubiquity,
Pang says, “mastery of the language
and literature is of course relatively
uncommon.” How exactly did Pang
himself transcend the colossal task of
not just mastering the language, but
being able to become a core element of
the contemporary canon? “I’d always
been an avid reader as a child; back in
the 1970s and 1980s it was perhaps one
of the few ways to pass the time alone.
This led to my scribbling down stories
all the way through my school years.
When I got to proper literature lessons,
I was easily hooked into the art of poet-
ry, of storytelling and of finely crafted-
words. I remember thinking after my
very first poetry class at age 13 (it was a
comparison between Tennyson’s
“Break Break Break” and some tropical
island rendition of the Sea) - “I could
do this.” And that’s when I started-
thinking of myself as wanting to be a

Alvin Pang’s in love; he’s in love
with our city. Describing his first
ever impression of York back in

the early nineties, he says: “I was
bowled over by the city - charmed by
the landscape and the city, the pictur-
esque campus and great outdoors, the
cool Autumn... I felt a sense of height-
ened awareness.”

It was this sense of heightened
awareness that went on to progress
into an internationally recognised liter-
ary career for Pang. He didn’t experi-
ence the UK until his late teens, when
he arrived here as an international
Singaporean student: “It was my first
visit to the UK - indeed, to a temperate
climate - and my first extended stay in
a country other than Singapore. I’m
still in love, and visit almost every time
I’m in the UK.”

Pang’s writing encapsulates his
progression from a young Singaporean
student to an academically esteemed
English literature graduate, fusing his
Eastern roots with the Western culture:
“I am fascinated by the contemporary
Asian (by proxy: Singaporean) urban
experience.  By now, more than half the
world’s population live in cities and in
Asia, and this is set to grow. It will
change the very nature of what we con-
sider the baseline of human existence,
our quality of life, and certainly our lit-
erature. We can’t really write pastoral
literature anymore the way it might
have been possible up to the early 20th
century. I expect Asia to have the
world’s largest English-speaking popu-
lation (if it doesn’t already, counting
India); certainly its largest readership.
Looking at my native city of Singapore
alone, I have seen a range and complex-
ity of experience that is unique in the
world - yet we have not developed our
own idioms and metaphors; we borrow
from tradition.”

Pang hesitates. His cultural and
dialectical breadth of knowledge
inevitably aligns him most acutely with
another oppressively titled “convenient
beast” – post-colonialism: “I don’t feel
post-anything, nor do I consider myself
a mongrel. I prefer to find our own
names for our complex experience.

“What I have noticed is that fewer
and fewer places in the world have a
monocultural consciousness - many
Asian and some European countries
are comfortably multilingual; it shows
in the writing. The Pakistani, Indian or
Singaporean novel is a confluence of
many different cultural strands
because that’s what these places are;
what the world is moving towards.”

Despite evading the professional
pressure of a literary mode, Pang still-
recognises the disparity between cul-
tural development in the East and the
West: “There is tremendous diversity
even within regions. Northern Europe
has an altogether different attitude to
world literature and to books in gener-
al than, say, the UK. Short stories don’t

Above: Aubade,
from Salt
Magazine.

Alvin Pang
Laura Connor interviews the postcolonial poet and York graduate

poet and writer. Taking up literature at
university was a natural progression
from that; but I also wanted to be a
Computer Scientist!”.

Computer Science is just one of
Pang’s other widening interests. Over
his professional career, Pang has devel-
oped a variety of experience in other
occupations, such as teaching and jour-
nalism. Amongst all this, is poetry his
true passion – or just the thing, howev-
er coveted, he managed to be successful
at? Pang won Young Artist of the Year
in 2005 at the National Arts Council
Singapore, and was named the
Featured Poet in the Spring 2002 issue
of the Atlanta Review: “It’s hard to say
what one’s true calling is, and it would
certainly not be a job title.  But I’ve

Aubade
"My love, I fear the silence of your hands." —Mahmoud Darwish

Overnight, my heart, the forest has grown cold
and every leaf shivers with the sure knowledge of its fall,

shivers yellow and maple-red and mauve, Summer remembered
in vermillion dying. When I walk the river now

it bears merely the lightest press of feet, my body swaying
to keep balance in the whetted breeze. I had to leave you
on the absent shore, a warm bloom nesting in the reeds,

an unfixed, iridescent eye. How we part

only the morning knows, and what we said already dew.
Tomorrow after tomorrow we will find the tongue to

remember our silences, or borrow words from the night's
vocabulary of sighs. Grief will teach you new names

and I will answer, hollow, in drumbeats and echoes, 
in footsteps and softly closed doors, never looking 

at you, never back. I place these words now in the vault
of sleep before it comes. Before the burial and the blood.

dealt with words and the possibilities of
language for most of my working life - it
has been the consistent thread.  The
language arts are like the culinary arts,
and they all provide necessary nourish-
ment.  I still have plenty to learn, and
perhaps I’ve not even begun to explore
the frontiers of a skill and art which
most of us use daily and take for grant-
ed, and which is yet full of rich possibil-
ities.  Perhaps a ‘calling’ is just another
word for ‘lifelong obsession’. We all have
one, or more.” 

Just how important is it for the
contemporary poet to receive recogni-
tion for a ‘lifelong obsession’? Pang
emphasises the extent of work and
tenacity involved if one ever wants to
cultivate an exterior sense of recogni-
tion from the industry: “It is always
good to be acknowledged for one’s
efforts, but the important thing to note
is that awards and other forms of recog-
nition are always after the fact - by the
time you get around to being recognised
institutionally, you’d already have to
have been contributing for some time.
So one cannot live for recognition, it
always comes too late.  Nevertheless,
they can be useful in establishing a cer-
tain level of credibility, which can help
with funding, publishing, grants etc. My
priority is the integrity of my work.  It's
just taken me longer, but so be it.”

Despite Pang’s retention of his
“integrity” in a world of cultural dispar-
ity and fiscal competition, he still
emphasises tenacity as the key to pro-
fessional success: “Tenacity is definitely
the most important attribute to possess
in the industry... and a sense of imagi-
nation - in terms of how to approach
different markets, how to make an
impact and be heard.  But I think it is
important to be true to one’s vision and
experience - a broad readership is only
part of the game... So much of success is
down to sheer dumb luck. There is also
value in the smaller voice that inspires
one’s immediate community. Who
knows where that might lead?

“To paraphrase Heaney, the real
job is listening out for the ‘music of
what happens’. We can’t do that if our
heads are full of book industry cham-
pagne parties all the time.”

Witnessing a young international
student develop such an acclaimed lit-
erary career, not only in a climate of
economic doom, but mounting pressure
from the internet and the technological
revolution, gives one aspiring to such an
elusive career a dash of hope – as does
Pang’s advice for all us inspiring (his
words) “Yorkies”: “York is a wonderful
place to be in for a creative person. You
can do your homework and still have
fun! As for after, the most important
thing I’ve learnt about the creative
industries is that you pick things up
when you least expect it. You form con-
nections across subjects and between
people. So maximise your range of
experiences. It will show.”M



MM111110/11/09

Giving time for free
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Sian Turner speaks to a student about his experience of volunteering at university

letting people know how he feels and
what his opinions are, both for his own
sake and for that of others,” commented
Robin. “Being given the support to
enable him to express himself fully with
music has been a great way to do this.”

David admitted himself that the
project – and most importantly Robin’s
friendship – has had a huge impact on
his life in the last year: “Robin is more
than a friend. I have a brother in him
and we have a good time. Last year, I
had a bad time and he was a little bit
like an uncle to me.” 

David is also passionate about
spreading awareness about the chal-
lenges facing young people and the ben-
efits of  PACT. He sees their music as a
huge part of this project.

“We’re still writing music now. I
don’t know where we’ll go but I hope
that the work we do will affect a lot of
people, especially young people.” 

They have recently produced a
video for their favourite song - ‘Little
Orphan Boy’, which highlights the issue
of homelessness amongst children and
the work done by The Children’s Society
with young runaways. The pair also per-
formed at a charity concert at the
immensely popular Betty’s cafe in
October – “It was amazing,” says David,
grinning widely. “Really good. I feel like
it was the start of our professional rela-
tionship.” 

In light of the work they’ve done
together, David recently nominated
Robin for a Vinspired Award – a com-
petition to recognise the achievements
of young volunteers throughout the
country. He won the regional award for
Yorkshire and the Humber and will be
travelling to London later this month to
collect his award.

Despite his achievements within
the last year, Robin had no prior experi-

ence of working with people (of any
age) with disabilities:

“I heard about PACT at Freshers’
Fayre in my first year,” he commented.
“I was really keen on the idea of foster-
ing a really strong one to one link
between volunteers and young people.
PACT seemed like a unique opportunity
to make a real and lasting positive
impact on the local community during
my time at York. I have learnt so much
about disability over the past year, prin-
cipally from spending time with David
and getting to know him. It has been a
very eye opening experience that has
ended up making a massive difference
to my whole perspective on life. It has
been without a shadow of a doubt the
best thing I have done in my life so far.”

Anyone interested in getting
involved with PACT should email
Robin.Lindop-Fisher@childrenssoci-
ety.org.uk. M

At first sight, they seem like the
most unlikely pair. One is a tall,
broad student with a pierced eye-

brow and a blond streak running
through his tousled hair. The other is a
fourteen year old boy, just in from
school and standing a good foot and a
half shorter. However, the bond
between them is apparent as soon as
you meet them. Robin is a third year
Linguistics student at York, and for the
last year he has been a mentor to David,
a young person with cerebral palsy who
met Robin through an organisation
called PACT- Participation Advocacy
Consultancy and Training.

PACT is a project run by The
Children’s Society to help disabled chil-
dren and young people. The scheme
pairs up individuals with student volun-
teers who then help them to get
involved in community activities, rais-
ing their sense of self-esteem and inde-
pendence. 

Cerebral palsy is an umbrella term
for a variety of conditions generally
affecting the parts of the brain that con-
trol mobility. Cerebral palsy tends to
affect  movement and coordination, and
it can also be accompanied by other
conditions including epilepsy, and can
affect sensation and perception. David’s
cerebral palsy can affect his speech and
writing, both important to self-expres-
sion and communication. However, it is
immediately apparent that he does not
allow his condition to get in the way. He
eagerly comes over to shake my hand,
introducing himself and is keen and
eager to tell me all about his experience
of PACT: “When I first met Robin, I
didn’t know what to expect, I thought
we would be doing something like
homework,” he says.  Both laugh when
they remember this, they ended up
doing something much more exciting
than homework.

The pair aim to have a session
together every week – “David’s a busy
guy, he’s got a lot of commitments. I
have to fit into his diary.” In their first
session they discovered a shared love of
music and decided to make an album
under the band name of ‘One Friend.’

“I don’t know how it started, it was
a bit of a joke to begin with,” says David.
They’ve now completed their album,
and produced a video inspired by their
work with The Children’s Society. He
writes most of the lyrics, whilst Robin
takes control of the technical side,
arranging the music and producing the
album itself. “If we were making a film,
I’d be the producer and David would be
the director,” says Robin.

It’s clear as they speak about the
project that it has been hugely impor-
tant for both of them. They both smile
widely as they discuss their album,
comparing their relative ups and downs
and the merits of each of their songs.
For David especially, the sessions with
Robin have been hugely therapeutic.

“It was really significant to David
that we were able to make an album –
he really likes expressing himself and

Bottom left:
Robin and
David perform
at a charity
concert in
Betty’s
Right: PACT
build inde-
pendence and
self-esteem
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Those of our parents that graduat-
ed from university with a decent
degree were almost guaranteed a

good job in a sector that appealed to
them. Unfortunately, the reality for our
generation is very different. One in ten
of those that graduated in 2008 were
still unemployed come January and are
subject to settle for something less than
their dream job.

However, while the recession and
the rapidly increasing numbers of stu-
dents graduating from universities has
made the job hunt more challenging,
all is not lost yet. The university is
doing everything it can to provide us
with the tools to be successful once we
enter the real world but it seems the
student population isn’t really taking
full of advantage of what’s on offer.

Ninety percent of those surveyed
had never entered the careers office
although one second year Politics stu-
dent commented: “It does make sense,
really, that we have one. I guess I just
never put that much thought into it.”

Liz Smith, the Director of the
Careers Service, is not only attempting-
to completely revolutionise the way
students interact with the service, but
is also in the process of ensuring it’s on
their radar from the very beginning. 

“I think our message will always be
the sooner the better really. If students
come and see us when they are a fresh-
er, once we start that dialogue, then we
can really help them plan their time at
university. It doesn’t need to be a lot of
time, just a couple times a year, to make
sure that they’re thinking about things.”

She goes on to explain that it is a
mistake to leave things till the last
minute which is “quite common.”
However, even if you are a final year
student and have taken absolutely no
steps to ensure you graduate with
decent career prospects, there is still
hope to be found in the careers office.
Gayle Johnson, Operations Manager
says, “often we do have specific activi-
ties in the summer term for finalists
who have left it till then. However, we
would rather people came and saw us
throughout the year just because it’s
less stressful for them.”

Smith explains: “For the panicking
final years, it’s never too late and we
can continue to help people even after
they’ve graduated, we’d just rather it
was sooner rather than later so that we
can do more to help.”

Over 900 students come into their

Signing up will put you on the mailing
list which can be done online or at the
careers department and you’ll be privy
to a huge amount of opportunities that
you never knew existed.

According to Johnson, I am not
the only student who was unaware of
the York Award: “We were at the
YUSU fair and loads of second and
third years were saying they wanted to
sign up for it to - its a framework -if
you sign up for it, you can pick and
choose what you want to do. It’s all
about developing personally and leav-
ing university with more than a degree.

“We coordinate with student
activities, YUSU, a lot. We’re about
doing and experiencing things.
Students can get involved in a number
of ways there’s the York students in
schools programme and at the
moment, we’ve got a project going
building sensory gardens in special
schools.”

Although YUSU does provide
opportunities for getting involved,
Johnson explains the difference: “Ours
tend to be things started from scratch,
we gather the students together and
they have complete autonomy over
how they want to undertake the proj-
ect.” 

The Student Internship Bureau
(SIB) is another great way for studens
to find out businesses are looking for
interns to help out. They’ve had over
25,000 internships advertised in the
last 18 months and are always on the

office every year and many are sur-
prised to find out how many service are
on offer. Even the free coffee machine
was designed to make the place as com-
fortable as possible for us.

“We want students to wander in
and ask for our help. They can make an
appointment or come to the front desk
and talk through their options. We
have a whole library available for get-
ting started and one of the first things
people can do if they’re not sure about
is try out our self-assessment exercises
which are also available online and find
out what makes them excited and what
really turns them off. That’s a great
place to start and we’ve got loads of
resources on our website.”

“We want [students] to make the
most of their time at York and from the
start you can take advantage of things
you probably won’t be able to do any-
where else, whether thats student soci-
eties, student newspaper or sport. All
of this is going to help you shape what
you want to do in the future. It will give
you an idea of where your interests are
and where your strengths and weak-
nesses lie.” 

The Careers Service is very keen to

emphasise that they can be beneficial
to all year groups. “One of the key mes-
sages for freshers is to see what’s out
there and grab it. It doesn’t matter if
you’re not sure if you want to do it or
not but give it a go.”

While they do provide formal
interview training and CV workshops,
they are also the gateway to some real-
ly interesting programs provided by
the university including the York
Award, volunteering opportunities and
the Student Internship Bureau.

The York Award is one of their key
projects that is designed to provide
some structure to the otherwise laissez
faire university curriculum.

“It’s the University Certificate of
Personal Development and
Employability skills. When you gradu-
ate, you will go and get your degree but
you will also get the York Award
Certificate. It’s designed to recognise
all the skills and learning you get from
things like being part of a student soci-
ety or doing work experience. It helps
to put a framework around what you
already have and what you want to
develop.”

I described it as sort of a Gold
Duke of Edinburgh Award for univer-
sity students and, considering that
most of us are probably doing a reason-
able amount of extra-curricular activi-
ties anyway, it makes sense to have a
point of contact to encourage you and
ensure that you’re working to make
yourself as employable as possible.

“We inform people about the
skills that employers are really
looking for and how best to
demonstrate those”

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Securing your future in
difficult times

In the midst of a global recession, Camilla Jenkins discovers how
the University of York’s Careers Service can help the class of 2010

THE YORK AWARD
*If you already participate in loads of societies and
activities then there is a good chance that you
already fulfil the criteria of the award. If you are
still in the ‘deleting the lacrosse team’s emails’
stage, then the award may give you motivation to
actually attend a practice or two. Either way, the
York Award is the single best thing you can do to
ensure you make the most of your time at univer-
sity. 

*It consists of three components: academic study,
work experience and personal interests. You
should attend an induction workshop to get the
basic gist of the programme and ask questions.
Meetings are held throughout the Autumn and
Spring terms. You can then add your name to the
register so that you receive updates on the oppor-
tunities and courses that are offered. You can reg-
ister by emailing careers@york.ac.uk. 

*Once you’ve signed up, you
need to start building up
points to ensure you will
achieve the award. It doesn’t
matter whether these come
from activities you already par-
ticipate in or whether you start something
new. More specific information about what quali-
fies is available on the university department
website. 

*The assessment process for the award is similar
to the one used by graduate employers. You will
fill out an application form and be asked to record
and justify the points you have claimed. You will
then be invited to attend a ten minute panel
interview during the late part of the spring term
before receiving your award upon graduation. 
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Images provided by
the Careers Service

WRITING YOUR CV
*Attention to detail is important: make sure things
are spelt correctly and the name on the top of
your application is actually the person you’re
applying to. 

*Ensure your CV is geared to the job you want
and do your homework before writing the appli-
cation. 

*Personal statements at the top are generally a
waste of time. There is no point in saying you’re
competent and dedicated unless it’s connected to
evidence. 

*Analysis is more important than lists - make sure
you explain why your work experience was valu-
able. 

*Your email address should be professional. No
one wants to hire “hotlips69@hotmail.co.uk"

*Avoid the temptation to apply to 500 companies.
Ten really good applications are far better.

*Two page CVs are fine but the big banks and
American finance firms tend to look for one
pagers. It depends on what you’ve done and what
you’re trying to achieve.  

look out for new opportunities for stu-
dents. Jobs advertised vary from 12
week programs with local businesses
during the summer or term time or for-
mal intern programs with banks and
law firms.

“On our website, you can log in
and look at all the vacancies that are
available. There is even an events cal-
endar to help you stay informed about
what’s going on. All students have
access to it and it’s completely free. You
can select specific sectors that you want
to work for.”

Having experimented with the
SIB, I learned that it was not only easy-
to use but also that JP Morgan was
looking for a second year student with
a degree that I am doing to work in
London this summer. Success.

Although the application process
looked a bit daunting, Johnson
explains that they’ve always willing to
help. “We’ve got loads of CV resources
on our website. We run workshops
throughout the year, usually about once
every three weeks. We also do one-to-
one CV appointments were students
can come with questions and we’ll go
through it.”

Smith used to work as a recruiter
for a big firm and says that she’s seen a
lot of pretty disastrous CVs in her time.
“It’s often little things like attention to
details - cutting and pasting your appli-
cation and forgetting to change the
name at the top.

“I’ve seen in time and time again
despite the fact that most people don’t
think they’d be that stupid. The prob-
lem is, no matter how good your work
experience or qualifications, you’ll
never be able to rebound from a mis-
take that dire.”

However, the information from
the Careers office does not stop once
you’ve secured the internship or job

you want:  “We do interview workshops
on how to succeed and we offer practice
sessions. Basically, you do it in front of
groups of five and then everyone feeds
back on your performance. We run
these all term and, if you tell us you’ve
got an interview coming up, we can
arrange a one-on-one mock one that is
videotaped and tailored, as much as
possible, to what you’re applying for.”

“We try and inform people about
the skills that employers are looking for
and we can talk about those and what
sort of ways are the best to demonstrate
those. We also do talks with employers
about what they want - we’ve got a big
one coming up with the Co-Op on busi-
ness awareness.”

While all this is quite daunting,
both Johnson and Smith insist, for
most people there is no need to panic if
they do not have a job yet. “You still
have time to start researching the com-
panies and reflecting on what skills
they have to offer.”

“We’ve got loads of paper informa-
tion and a reading room and staff who
are willing to help. We have a coffee
machine, you can come, have a free cup
of coffee and just have a look around. If
you have any questions and don’t want
to speak in person, we have an interac-
tive system where you type in a ques-
tion and get it answered.”

Overall, the message is reassuring.
Although they can’t do it for you, they
will prepare you as much as possible for
the battle ahead.

“We’re about tooling people up.
We can’t give people jobs or tell them
what jobs are right for them but we can
give them the tools to find out what is
out there and help them decide what to
do with their lives.”M



MM1144 MM115510/11/0910/11/09 www.ey.com/uk/careerswww.ey.com/uk/careers

Far Left: Olivia wears patchwork
dress, PPQ, £995. Hat, Anthony
Peto £85. Shoes, Vivienne
Westwood Melissa £90. All from
Sarah Coggles. 
Left: Feather jacket £195. Crystal
skirt, £89. Bandeau top, £24. All
from Reiss. Shoes, modelʼs own.
Right: Leather biker jacket, £350.
Sequin dress, £175. All from
Whistles. Shoes, £55.90 from Zara. 
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This page: Olivia wears black
dress, £39.99. Shoes, £55.90.
Clutch, £39. All from Zara.
Necklace, modelʼs own. 
Right: Roman helmet,The
Armoury, £75. T-shirt, £25,
Coggles Man. 



MM117710/11/09 www.ey.com/uk/careers



MM1188 10/11/09

This year, I have decided to cycle to cam-
pus every day. This is for the sake of my
fitness (which is pretty much non-exis-

tent at the moment) and to get to my lectures
in only ten minutes instead of the painfully
boring half an hour walk.

But the main reason why I am so keen to
get on my bike is that I have finally bought a
Pashley, which I coveted for many months
over the summer.

These bikes are not cheap - brand new
from Harrods they sell for £565, but I man-
aged to pick one up off Gumtree (in perfect
condition) for £150. Bargain. The Pashley
Princess is a sit-up-and-beg vintage style
bicycle, complete with brown leather saddle
and wicker basket giving automatic style

points wherever it goes. Bicycles, albeit pret-
ty ones, seem to be taking the place of design-
er handbags as the ‘it’ possession of the sea-
son: Kelly Brooke was recently spotted ped-
aling on her Pashley wearing a silk dress and
Louboutin heels, Elle Macpherson is often

seen pottering around Notting Hill on her
Electra, a style rival to the Pashley, wearing
skinny jeans and ballet flats. Aggy uses hers
to get from one show to the next at Fashion
Week and Lilly Cole uses her Pashley to get to
lectures in Cambridge wearing white jeans
and oversized knits.

The best thing about Pashleys are that
they reject the Lycra wearing, foul mouthed,
aggressive, pointy helmet, everyone-is-in-
my-way modern biking mentality. A Pashley
for me is perfect as I have strong aversions to
Lycra, and feel no need to wear aerodynamic
shaped helmets.

Do you think speed is on my mind? The
only thing on my mind is what to wear when
on my bicycle, because if I’m not careful my
own bike might outdo me in the style stakes. 

This is a type of bike that you want to
look pretty on; all floral skirts and flowing
hair with flowers in the basket (look at
copenhagencyclechic.com for inspiration).
But think again. The reality of life in England
does not lend itself well to look good on a
bicycle.

I know this because I have cycled every-
where all week to see if it is at all possible to
look good at all times on a bicycle, which I
can promise proved very difficult. It’s either
so cold that you layer up to look like the
Michelin man, or raining so you wear a huge
poncho, or dark, which means reflective
clothing and bike lights.

I had trouble with my lights as I cant
seem to find any that actually fit onto my
Pashley and even the buffs at Halfords are
stumped. I have resorted to clipping the front
one onto my handbag which sits in my basket
- not the most practical of methods, but hey,
it works.

I even cycled into town the other night
to go to the Nouse social, and it was by far the
best method of getting from a to b with six
inch heels on; my feet didn’t have that sear-
ing pain in them which would have resulted
from the 10 minute walk into town. 

The downside? I had to squeeze my
lights into my small elegant clutch for the
evening! Lets hope things change in the
spring with longer daylight hours...

Sofia Redgrave

www.ey.com/uk/careers

“I have finally bought a
Pashley, which I coveted
for many months”

This Page: cord trousers,
£29.99. Shoes, £55.90. Blouse,
£45.90. Velvet jacket £45.90. All
from Zara. Headpiece, stylistʼs
own.
Right: pink shorts, £370, PPQ,
Sarah Coggles. Bra, £12,
Topshop. Rings, stylistʼs own.

Make-up: Tess Webb
Style assistants: Cem Turhan,
Maddy Crowe and Liam
OʼBrien. 
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David Koma’s collection has sold out of Browns
Focus, despite it being his first collection
after graduating from Central St Martins.
The reason? Cheryl Cole sported one of his
graduate designs in a recent X Factor
Saturday night show and caused a stir.
The futuristic,sculptural designs, which
look extremely tricky to wear have also
been spotted on Lady Gaga and
Megan Fox, each time dividing the
fashion critics: fab or OTT? The
designer has been awarded the
Harrods Design Award
and also the Merit
Award from
Vauxhall Fashion
Scout and his new

Spring Summer collection is
vibrantly coloured and industrial.
Tipped to be the next
best thing on the
London fashion
scene.

York kicks off its christmas celebra-
tions very early this year, specifical-
ly on the nineteenth of November.
You might think it will be all spark-

ly christmas trees and ice sculptures,
but there will also be an evening
of late night shopping. Reiss is
going all out with a DJ and
joining forces with the
Biltmore Bar and Grill to
provide an evening of
music, cocktails and
shopping: certainly a
potentially lethal mix
for your credit card!

They are also offering a 10%
discount so don't miss out.
Whistles are starting their late
nights on the 26th November
and will be open until 7pm.
Coggles will have a series of six
late nights starting from the third
of December.

CAPSULE: H&M + CHOOBLOG: TAVI YORK: LATE NIGHT SHOPPING
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DESIGNER: DAVID KOMA

Ones to watch

Fancy a pair of Choo’s for £49? Head down
to H&M this saturday, elbows out, to bag
yourself a pair of the cheapest designer shoes
of your life. The countdown has begun and
the entire collection has recently been fea-
tured in Grazia, so you can plan exactly what
you want before you hit the shops. The col-
lection features key pieces from this season

catwalks, from thigh high boots
to sequined jackets to studded
jewellery and bags. Prices
start from £14.99, so what-
ever your budget, you can
have a piece of the mainline
collection inspired by  the
wardrobe of Tamara Mellon,
who designed the collection to
“encapsulate the perfect day-
to-night wardrobe”. You will
have to travel to London,
Manchester or Newcastle to
shop the collection though, it’s
not hitting the York store!

Tavi, the thirteen year-old self-confessed
dork is fast becoming one of the major
players in the international fashion over
and above the millions of other online
bloggers. She believes her age and inexperi-
ence are the key: “Because I am insecure
about other things instead of appearances,
it is easier for me to try out kooky things”.
Tavi commented on the S/S 2010 cat-
walks with flair and attitude, describing
Rodarte’s prints as some of the best of the
season: “WITHOUT USING MIAMI
ca. 1997” inspiration. “BRAVO!!” She
has already been spotted by The New
York Times, graced the covers of POP
and Love magazines, been given front
row seats at New York Fashion Week
and been sent free clothes by Rodarte.
Jealous? You bet. She also manages to cam-
paign for genocide victims of Darfur on the
side. Check out her blog tavi-thenewgirlin-
town.blogspot.com, which updates regularly
with news from the fashion front line.



Ayear ago, I nervously stood up in front
of a room full of students. I promised
them I would overhaul the arts pages

of Nouse, shifting the focus of coverage from
our campus bubble to national culture. For
better or for worse my pledge paid off and I

was elected Arts Editor. It is with a surreal
realisation that I am penning my last column
because my tenure has flown by. The days of
scampering around for writers or pestering
press offices are gone. No longer will I be up
until the early hours of the morning during
production week, with a can of Relentless in

one hand and a fag in the other - lit by the
bluish ethereal light of my computer screen.

Over the past year interviews with Tate
curators, leading playwrights, international
artists, authors and contemporary dancers
have graced the arts pages of Nouse. Aided
by contributing writers, the formidable
L.O’B, the beautiful Beki, and the patience
and support of a certain someone, I believe I
have accomplished the agenda I set out for

the art section.
However, others have been less than

impressed with my coup. Many students
appear to believe that these two pages should
only be concerned with the artistic activities
at the University of York and surrounding
area. And I must say, I am not unsympathet-
ic to their grievances. After all, local rags
focus their attention on local happenings –
logically then a student newspaper should be
completely concentrated on its demographic
and their activities. Should I have main-
tained the old format of interviewing direc-
tors of Drama Barn productions and
PantSoc? Perhaps I should have, it would
advertise their productions, massage their
egos, and it certainly would have lightened
my workload over the past year.

The decision to shift the focus of the arts
pages was not made to snub campus arts. I
believe that as a university, we produce a pro-
lific number of diverse plays and exhibitions:
from Fusion’s extravaganza to the award win-
ning theatre company Belt-Up and the
Society of Art and Architectural Scholarship

in York’s (SAASY) lecture series. Indeed, I
have made every effort to ensure reviews of
campus productions are posted on our web-
site.

But surely, there are only so many pro-
duction previews and interviews with cam-
pus directors that one paper can take? It is all
too easy to become entrenched in the bubble
of our university. Our three years in York
should be about broadening our minds – not
restricting them to student activities. I would
hope that realigning the focus of the arts sec-
tion has introduced students to different
contemporary artists, playwrights and
dancers.

Now it is time for me to hand the edito-
rial reigns to someone else. I must confess I
am intrigued to see how the future of the arts
pages unfolds under new hands. Will they
revert to their previous format and refocus
on campus arts or will they embrace an inter-
national coverage? I for one hope they take
the latter approach. After all, aren’t easy
journalism and out-of-date reviews Vision’s
prerogative?
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Emma Rudeck interviews the creator of An Oak Tree, the seminal Michael Craig-Martin
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ARTS.

Antonia Shaw

“Should I have main-
tained the old focus on
campus culture?”

Left: Craig-Martin, An Oak Tree, (1973) 

Modern art is nothing if not
exciting and interesting. It
was these truths that first

stimulated Michael Craig-Martin’s
interest and encouraged him to become
an artist. He remembers first discover-
ing modern art aged about 13, during
the late 1950s. He explains that his
early experiences of art led him to
believe that “I had stumbled on the
world’s best secret” and confirmed
within him a desire to live and work in
the art world. 

Craig-Martin studied fine art at
Yale University in 1973. He began
working at Goldsmith’s College of Art
in London, where he is noted in partic-
ular for his influence over the Young
British Artists (YBAs). His artwork is
diverse, encompassing sculpture and
painting. His influences include
Magritte and Duchamp, who he
describes as “my heroes”. 

His work Intimate Relations is a
series of acrylic paintings on alumini-
um panels that show a disproportioned
view of everyday objects in bold, awk-
ward colours. 4 Identical Boxes with
Lids Reversed, is a conceptual piece
which undermines rational logic.  

Craig-Martin’s most famous work
is An Oak Tree, which is now regarded
as an iconic piece of conceptual art-
work. Created in 1973, it comprises a
tumbler of water placed on a glass shelf
accompanied by an explanatory text.
However, Craig-Martin insists that the
piece is in fact an oak tree. The text,
also called The Oak Tree interview,
comprises a series of questions and
answers. But instead of providing a
conclusive explanation, the text proves
to be a thought-provoking addition to
the work as a whole. 

When asked about what initially
inspired such a controversial piece,
Craig-Martin explains that it was driv-
en by a need “to discover the most
basic, the essential quality of all art -
the bottom line - the thing that sepa-
rates art from other things. My inten-

tion was to create an object of specula-
tion.” It raises complex questions about
our understanding of what makes an
object a piece of art and how we per-
ceive artwork. It is left it to the individ-
ual to judge what the piece means or
even if it has any meaning. 

Craig-Martin’s work is often con-
cerned with intricate concepts. He does
not avoid difficult or obscure ideas; he
embraces them as part of his work.
Though his work is often serious, it still
contains many humorous elements. “I
have always tried to deal with serious
and sometimes difficult things but in
ways that make them appear simple
and obvious. Humour is a wonderful
way of doing this,” explains Craig-
Martin, “and I use it whenever possible.
If I read the Oak Tree interview to an
audience and they never laugh, I feel
they have missed the point. Making an
amusing painting is more difficult.” 

As well as his work as an artist,
Craig-Martin has also been involved in
teaching and curating. He reveals that
“making new work is always filled with
a mixture of pleasure and pain, confi-
dence and doubt. By contrast I’ve
always found curating, as I did teach-
ing, to be a simple pleasure.”

The teaching position that he held
at Goldsmiths College of Art at the
time when many of the YBAs were
studying is of particular interest
because of the influential role he had in
shaping a generation of artists.
Although he does not single out any
individual experiences he had of teach-
ing the YBAs, he does explain that as
their teacher his “intention was to try
help them develop and gain confidence
in their abilities and their work so that
they might overcome the challenges
faced by anyone wishing to be an
artist.” And he admits that he is “natu-
rally knocked by how well they suc-
ceeded and continue to succeed.” 

Craig-Martin’s new website is due
to be launched in the near future.
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PRODUCTION: DEATH AND THE
MAIDEN 

VENUE: DRAMA BARN
REVIEW: CHARLOTTE 

ALEXANDER MARSH
�����

In the intimate setting of the York
Theatre Royal, playwright Naomi
Wallace’s Fever Chart brings to life
heartfelt stories based on real-life
events through intelligent, poetic
prose.

This vivid play, set in the context
of the war on terror, boasts consider-
able emotional appeal. It reaches out to
the audience through three talented
actors, who bring humanity and dis-
tinctiveness to each of their roles. 

Children and adults alike can
reflect on the universality of the Middle
East and its current predicament. The

Death and the Maiden centres
around the life of Paulina, a
Latin American woman who,
turned mad by an incident
involving rape and torture

15 years ago, believes
she has discovered
the identity of her
unknown captor
upon hearing
the Schubert’s
'Death and the
Maiden'.

The audi-
ence was

immediately gripped from Paulina’s
first scene, however this quickly
changed to unrest as the play pro-
gressed. Unfortunately, this confusion
remained a theme throughout.

Paulina, played by Pippa Caddick,
gave an excellent performance as the
deranged wife of Gerardo even though
the subject matter was a particularly
difficult one to tackle, but at times the
intensity of it seemed to throw the
actors off course. One problem that
befell the audience was that we were
often inexplicably plunged into dark-
ness to add ‘drama’ and ‘suspense’, but
all it seemed to foster was fidgeting and
coughing. 

Nevertheless, when Paulina was
fully in character, she was outstanding;
however, I often found it difficult to
keep up with the rushed acting style of
Roberto and Gerardo, played by Tom
Ellis and Tom Crowley respectively. I
hope it was first night nerves, as the
show is fantastically executed.

Arts reviews
PRODUCTION: FEVER CHART

VENUE: YORK THEATRE ROYAL

REVIEW: CAMILLE SAINSBURY

�����

audience is transported into scenes of a
shell-shocked zoo in Rafah, with a
philosophising wordsmith, an avid
pigeon collector, a doting mother, a guy
with a penchant for mops and an archi-
tect who sees beauty in ruins. 

The stories unfold as the charac-
ters themselves develop, with ambi-
tions of seeing peace and hope through
the darkness. Wallace’s play provides a
highly charged and affecting journey
into wartime, adding another dimen-
sion to the complex array of unimagin-
able situations portrayed in the media.

Prepare to be fired up with
intense emotions involving sit-
uations of life, love and
death. Wallace explores a
whole litany of political
tensions with references to
Chaucer and Plato.

Fever Chart is
showing at The York
Theatre Royal until 14
November.
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Further Afield
Amy Tobin engages with mima’s most recent exhibtion, Gerhard Richter: Modern Times   

Left: Richter, ©
Gerhard Richter
Right: Richter,
Abstraktes Bild
(809-3),
Oil on canvas
2250 x 2000 mm
© Gerhard
Richter

Middlesbrough Institute of
Modern Art, mima, is a new
institution dedicated to mod-

ern art, particularly drawing and
ceramics. At the helm of the gallery are
curators, Gavin Delahuntey and James
Beighton. For mima, their current
exhibition Gerhard Richter: Modern
Times is a pivotal show, confirming
their status as a satellite gallery to the
London institutions.

Mima’s space lends itself to exper-
imentation and play, with none of the
restraint faced by larger institutions or
private galleries. Gerhard Richter:
Modern Times is made up of four
rooms, each expounding a different
aspect to Richter’s work. 

The first room houses Richter’s
Infinity Paintings. These large scale,
reflective paintings occupy two corners
of the room with a larger grey pane off
centre but confronting the viewer as
they walk into the space. The four
smaller pieces are hung tightly in pairs
in two corners of the gallery, according
to the artist’s agenda. They create a
cross interacting with each other, at
once dividing the room and reflecting
it. The space is serene, undergoing a
strange contraction and expansion
under jurisdiction of these five panels.
Through reflections the viewer inter-
acts with these seemingly autonomous
works and is integrated within them.
The power of the room is undeniable. It

both sets up Richter as modernist
painter and suggests the hidden theme
of the exhibition - infinity. 

The second room exhibits two
sculptures made by Richter of himself
and his artist friend Blinky Palermo.
The room reconstructs their original
1971 display. The two objects, casts of
the artists’ faces mounted onto pillars
and painted ‘Richter grey’ gaze at each
other in an unbroken stare. They evoke
an eerie feeling of infinite, undisturbed
psychic connection. The works have
not been seen like this since that date.
It is this lineage which evokes a feeling
of greatness and personal presence.

The third room depicts a number
of Richter’s works from different stages

of his career. It emphasizes the master-
ly quality of his technique and almost
forms a retrospective of his work.

From the grandiose statements of
the first three rooms, the gigantic
panes, the unseeing stares, the swathes
of paint, we are introduced to Richter’s
drawings in the final room. It is the
best use of anti-climax. These abstract
and figurative works are experimental,
jovial and dark but most of all private.
This is mima’s room. Firstly in its focus
on drawing, but also in its restraint.
This room stands to the side of those
large scale paintings and is evocative in
a different and exciting way. 

Gerhard Richter: Modern Times is
showing at mima until 15th November.
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Lowenna Valerie Waters discusses Tate Modern’s Pop Life: Art in a Material World
exhibition and considers whether Pop Art is relevant to contemporary art  
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Left: 
Jeff Koons,
Rabbit, 1986,
Stainless steel,
(104.1 x 48.3 x
30.5 cm) 
©  Jeff Koons 
Top Right: 
Jeff Koons, 
Violet -Ice (Kama
Sutra),   1991,
glass,
13” x 28” x 17”  
(c) Jeff Koons
Bottom Right:
Keith Haring,
Pop Shop,
Pop Shop recre-
ation featuring
original Pop
Shop ephemera
items,
Keith Haring
Foundation, New
York 
Installation view
at Tate Modern 
Tate
Photography.

Pop Life: Art in the Material World
was originally called Sold Out,
until Damien Hirst complained

and the curators felt obliged to change
it. In my view, the previous name sums
up what this era of art (spanning from
Warhol to the late 90s) was all about:
playing the media machine and shame-
lessly self-publicising. It’s about mass
reproduction, it’s about glossy self pro-
motion, it’s about advertisement, it’s
about not just selling one’s art but sell-
ing oneself. This is crystallised in the
infamous words of Warhol: “Good
business is the best art”.

The chief protagonist of the Pop
art movement was Andy Warhol him-
self. He set the scene for the subse-
quent artists in the exhibition, who
were mainly practising in the 80s and
90s. They fly on his shirt tails and con-
tinue with his maxim of unashamed
self promotion, engagement with the
mass markets and celebrity persona as
a facet of an artist’s practice.

In the first room of the show, we
are confronted with Warhol’s sombre
and challenging self portrait. Familiar
glacial stare framed by a stack of
unnerving, dishevelled hair. That the
face is instantly recognisable is no coin-

mechanical production, self branding,
publicity spinning and money grab-
bing. This is exemplified in the painful-
ly ironic ‘Beautiful Inside my Head
Forever’ auction held at Sotheby’s.
Hirst made a record breaking £112 mil-
lion the day after the collapse of the
Lehman Brothers.

In my opinion, the Pop Life exhibi-
tion is a must see. The debate is still out
over whether the artists included have
actually sold out or whether they have
simply been catapulted into the strato-
sphere of fame. However, I am inclined
to believe that there is a proportion
that has done just that; sold out. They
have exploited the all too willing media
and in the process complied with it;
their art becomes a means to an end. 

An appropriate place to finish is
with Maurizio Cattelan’s dead horse
installation. With this piece of visual
metaphor, Cattelan is alluding to the
ultimate decline of the Pop art phe-
nomenon: the artists are simply ‘flog-
ging a dead horse’. Yes, the exhibition is
shocking, entertaining, bombastic, out-
rageous, but ultimately I believe it is
time to move on. Pop art has sold out. 

Pop Life is showing at the Tate
Modern until 17th January. 

images of Koons making love to his
then wife, the platinum blonde porn
star La Ciccolina. This is immortalised
in a series of large-scale, pastel photo-
graphs and rococo luxuriant sculp-
tures.

The theme of pornography contin-
ues throughout the exhibition,
embodying the theme of selling out all
too literally. Andrea Frazer’s Untitled
1983 video piece depicts her having sex
with an anonymous collector of her
work, chosen by the gallery at random;
who paid her £20,000 to do so.
Inextricably linked to the whole phe-
nomenon of Pop Art are the controver-
sial group of Young British Artists
(YBAs). We have Tracey Emin and
Sarah Lucas with their Bethnal Green
shop selling pieces of handmade mer-
chandise. Likewise, there is a sizable
contribution from the monolithic
Damien Hirst. His cynicism seeps from
every pore of his bling gold cabinets,
full to the brim with glinting diamonds,
his gold-encrusted wall plaques deco-
rated with butterflies and yet more pre-
cious stones. Obviously, there is a
formaldehyde preserved calf, likewise
encased in gleaming solid gold. We see
Warhol’s influence piercingly here:

cidence; Warhol tirelessly interwove
his image and his art. It advertised
video tapes, appeared on chat shows,
adorned wallpaper. He even said the
reason for creating self portraits was
purely self promotion.

The other two giants of the exhibi-
tion, both also included in the opening
room, are Jeff Koons and Takashi
Murakami. Both artists are known for
being incredibly acute manipulators of
the media machine. They have both
turned their artistic practice into lucra-
tive multi-million pound commerce
operations. 

Murakami has arguably taken
Warhol’s factory to the next level, mass
producing female figurines (such as the
one we are confronted with upon entry
into the exhibition) and packing them
into chewing gum packets – akin to
toys in kinder eggs. 

Koons is arguably the most signif-
icant contributor to the mid 1980s DIY
art scene in Manhattan’s East village.
His contribution to the show includes
the iconic Rabbit balloon. But perhaps
more interestingly to a student audi-
ence there is the exclusively over 18’s
room full of, for want of a better phrase,
hardcore porn. Explicit, shocking

Pop Life at Tate Modern
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Richard Prince
Beki Senior asks why the ‘Father of Appropriation’ had work removed from the Tate

Top Right: Richard Prince
Man Crazy Nurse #3, 2003
Inkjet and acrylic on canvas
69 x 49 inches (175.3 x 124.5 cm)
³© Richard Prince.²
Bottom Right: Richard Prince
Untitled (Cowboy), 1997
Ektacolor photograph
49 3/4 x 76 inches (126.4 x 193 cm)
Edition 1/2, 1 AP
³© Richard Prince.²

“They say I shot a man named
Lee... and took his wife to
Italy. She inherited a million

bucks and when she died it came to
me... I can't help it if I'm lucky...”

Possibly not the most orthodox
mode of correspondence, however, the
lyrics to Bob Dylan’s ‘Idiot Wind’ only
begins to scratch the surface of  the
cryptic nuances that shaped an equally
unorthodox interview with appropria-
tion artist, Richard Prince.

Renowned for his somewhat can-
nibalistic coveting of advertised
images, his  given title ‘Father of
Appropriation Art’ (interpreted by
Prince through an equally musical ref-
erence as “sounding like the Tombstone
Blues”) was facilitated by a move to
New York in 1977. Integrated into an
art scene bathing in the bright light of
artists such as Robert Rauschenberg
and Andy Warhol, Prince explains his
reasons for moving to New York: “I
wanted to be part of a soap opera. I
wanted to go to the ballet. I wanted to
sleep all day. I wanted to live in a neigh-
borhood that had three or four bars on
the block. I wanted to talk to other
artists.”

The slightly more conventional
working environment afforded by a job
in the tear-sheets department at Time-
Life in New York, described by Prince
as “like living in a giant novel”, prompt-
ed one of his most acclaimed, visually
stunning and controversial works,
Cowboys. An iconic example of Prince’s
re-photographic approach, he plays
surrogate to photographs taken for the
advertisements of Marlboro cigarettes.
Canvases densely populated by 10 gal-
lon hats, spurs and lassoes cleverly
evoke yet criticize the stereotypical
notions of ‘the cowboy’. This is a view
Prince seems to share in his ambigious
and bizarre yet somehow rational
description of them: “I shot the sher-
iff... it's like driving an RV... always on
vacation, under the stars, cups of cof-
fee. I've always been partial to a good
rodeo.” 

Despite this being the spark of an
ever burning criticism of Prince’s work
under copyright laws, the emancipated
Marlboro man broke records in 2005
when, without the constraints of ciga-
rette packets and billboards, Untitled
from Cowboys sold for over $1 million
at auction.

The peculiar normality and relat-
able innocence of Prince’s comment on
how he began getting into photogra-
phy, “I brought my mother’s camera to
Woodstock...” is reflected in his transi-
tory description of photography to
painting. This is embodied in his Joke
paintings, “The Jokes became the first
subject for my paintings. I thought it
was a pretty radical subject matter and
it needed a traditional presentation,
canvas stretchers and paint”. Comedic
lines spiked with satire of everyday
existence recollect parody in their cre-
ation. “I started drawing ‘cartoons’ that
I found in magazines. For about a year.
Then I dropped the image and concen-
trated on the punchline.”

But it seemed Prince could not
remove himself from appropriated
authorship entirely. The Nurse
Paintings provide a particularly
macabre example of his photographic
surrogacy. This time Prince has adopt-

ed the covers of pulp romance novels
resulting in 42 canvases covered in
drippings of red and slashes of white.
The ominous and menacing nature of
these works hark back to cult 70’s
slasher movies.

In 2007 Prince collabrated with
Marc Jacobs and the fashion house
Louis Vuitton to create a range of
handbags which marked a fusion of art,
design and commerce. Prince explains:
“I had no idea how important hand-
bags were in the world. For me they
became small buildings... It's interest-
ing to see one of my handbags in a
restaurant or someone walking down
the street carrying it on their shoulder.” 

It is often the case that this kind of
controversy and modern art are well
suited. The excitement and media fren-
zy caused by the former often enhances
the reputation of the latter - or at the
very least force it into a tacky day-glo
spotlight. Richard Prince is no excep-
tion. In 1983 Prince re-photographed
an image of ten year old Brooke
Shields, who was naked from the knee
up, slicked in what looks like baby oil
and dolled up like a drag queen. To
describe the work as disturbing does
not do it justice. The image was origi-
nally taken by the fashion photogra-
pher Gary Gross, and was later re-titled
by Prince as Spiritual America. This
work was recently removed from  the
Tate Modern’s Pop Life exhibition by
the Obscene Publications Unit of the
Metropolitan Police. This was a contro-
versial decision, as a 2.5 x 1.5m silk
screen of porn star Ilona Satller’s anus
stands proudly in an adjoining room.
However, this reflects the contentious
nature of the image. After all, a photo-
graph which could possibly be per-
cieved as child pornography is likely to
cause an outcry. 

When asked for his opinion on the
situation, Prince retorted with the
aforementioned Bob Dylan song lyrics
which commenced the article. Prince is
ever so enigmatic. I can’t help but won-
der whether the lyrics to Idiot Wind
refer to his lucky appropriation of the
photograph. The original image was
sold for $300 and Prince made just
over $151,000 at auction - a tidy profit.
The quite blatant associations of the
songs title, just reflect furthermore his
elusive personality and eccentricity. As
far as Spiritual America’s meaning
goes, I feel myself concurring with
Prince’s own interpretation, it is “the
last place on earth God didn’t finish”.

Controversial but always relevant,
Richard Prince’s appropriated art
simultaneously celebrates and demo-
nizes modern culture. An appropriate
end, his equivocal musings on an icon-
ic cultural phenomenon: The
American Dream? “To sing the Star
Spangled Banner sitting down.” 
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Despite my natural aversion to other
humans and social intercourse, I’ve
recently been clubbing a few times,

which has led me to making some observa-
tions from the field. Like some kind of boo-
gieing David Attenborough I’ve been playing

the participant-observer, studying the move-
ments of various tribes, doing a light jig all
the while.

What of clubbing etiquette? Herein lies
a minefield of rules and regulations, formal
and informal. The kinds of dilemma that
beset myself whilst on the dancefloor are as
innumerable as they diffuse. For example,

whilst under the influence of fine beverages
or similar delights, a perennial question that
bubbles out of my mental ooze; ‘I wonder if
my dancing is actually really good?’ My natu-
ral self-loathing responds ‘course not, no
one’s impressed’. However, the rollercoaster
of emotion is not over just yet. The creeping
suspicion that I might actually be rather
good at this dancing lark starts to take hold,

whereupon my dancing takes a more flam-
boyant turn; this is the moment when my
dancing oscillates between ‘doomed robot’
and ‘drunken uncle hit with a cattle prod’.

Another related quandary is the pres-
ence of lady folk, and trying to interpret their
complex patterns of movement. Being the
self-loathing vampire that I am, obviously
the presence of two X chromosomes is both
rare and mystifying. Here I am, deep in the
zen, thrusting and twisting like a dancefloor
Nikolay Valuev, only to be hit with the half-
glance of a Bambi-eyed creature that is a
mere two metres away. Cue ten minutes of
looking at the floor attempting to decide
whether she was in fact keen, only to realise
said lady has moved on, into the night, to
find pastures anew. 

This leads me to the next problem, that
of breaking into a circle of dancers. The situ-
ation is usually initiated by a friendly looking
character, who gives you a smile and some
gesticulation translatable usually as ‘this
music is wicked’ or ‘aww yeah’. Having joined
this crew of likeminded individuals, do you

try asserting your dominance and aim for the
most beautiful of their peoples? This tactic,
though attractive, is likely to end in pain and
embarrassment, leaving you licking your
wounds like a lion rejected from the pride.

Other dangers in this clubbing savannah
include one accidently entering the ‘Essex
Pub Quiz’ in which the questionmaster
always asks ‘what are you fucking looking at?’
and ‘do you fucking want some?’ to which all
possible answers are wrong.

The final issue on the dancefloor is that
of the pick up. Here I take evidence from a
certain French colleague of mine who appar-
ently has  an array of talent in this depart-
ment. A particular favourite for securing the
attention of the chosen lady, is running his
finger down the length of said lady’s back.
Unsurprisingly this has mixed results, most
of which are of such an unsavoury nature.
They are in fact unprintable. 

I hope these pointers help those who
find themselves in these quandaries, until
then I can only hope you take care in the dan-
gerous wilds of the clubbing landscape.

Bored of the York scene, Tom Killingbeck looks at the next generation of Leeds bands
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MUSIC.

Isaac Hewlings

“My dancing oscillates
between ‘doomed robot’
and ‘drunken uncle’”

Sometimes a city is stirred by an
unaccountable force and erupts in
a technicolor display of musical

merriment. A scene will improbably
come together, with a combination of
music, fashion and culture that perfect-
ly encapsulates the feeling of the time.
For example, London, 1977. Detroit,
1982. Seattle, 1992. Leeds, 2009. That
last one might not be completely true,
but our closest and favourite scabby
metropolis is churning out a somewhat
alarming number of first rate bands. In
recent years, the city’s reputation has
overtaken that of Arctic Monkey-rid-
den Sheffield, Wombat-loving
Liverpool, and Manchester, otherwise
known as indie Camelot. Perhaps the
city’s scene is so vibrant and ear-catch-
ing at the moment because the bands
I’m on about have rejected the current
‘commersh indie’ craze and, instead of
aspiring to be in a Topman ad, are on a
mission to take indie back to its DIY
roots. The tide has turned, and inde-
pendent labels and venues are thriving

in Leeds’ grim and darkened streets.
While the city is inundated with musi-
cal glory, five bands stand out as being
essential to Leeds’ new mission state-
ment. 

Representing the flipside of Leeds
pop indie like the Kaiser Chiefs, PPuulllleedd
AAppaarrtt BByy HHoorrsseess slay all with their
frantic, lo-fi rock ‘n roll bloodbath. Like
a special bus version of Rage Against
The Machine, replacing politics with
partying, the band have laid waste to
Leeds several times, and have now
infiltrated  radio waves and ended up
on a cushty tour with Scottish twiddlers
Biffy Clyro. Powerful riff revelry com-
bined with lyrics concerning being
macho and fighting lions, the band is
like teenage videogame combat put to
music. It’s not all ripped chests and
extreme masculinity in Leeds though,
as token pansies GGrraammmmaattiiccss prove.
While the whiff of pretension clings to
this conglomerate of fey fringy kids,
their songs are brilliantly arranged
widescreen bedroom tunes, invoking

echoes of britpoppers such as Suede as
well as English eccentrics like pagan
goddess Kate Bush. Having released
their debut album in March of this
year, the band is fast on the rise – play-
ing their first gig at the noble York
Fibbers, now they’re used to larger ven-
ues supporting the likes of Bloc Party.
Like Grammatics, SSkkyy LLaarrkkiinn released
early recordings on Leeds based label
‘Dance to the Radio’, but have become
critical darlings across the pond having
signed to Wichita (home to Yeah Yeah
Yeahs, Les Savy Fav, and Lovvers). For
fans of Sleater-Kinney and post-riot
girl punk, the band have charmed both
sides of the Atlantic thanks to their
urgent, spiky songs, grimly gurning
drummer, and the sweet-but-pissed off
vocals of singer Katie. 

Another angry girl sings for TThhee
BBaacccchhaaee, Leeds’ newest goth ghouls.
Having wreaked havoc at the Cockpit
on Halloween, the band aren’t as suc-
cessful as the aforementioned bands
(yet) but thanks to coverage at the

Reading Festival’s Introducing Stage
they’ve been extending their goth claws
nationwide. A mixture of Roky
Erickson’s evil psychedelia with a shade
of The Horrors, soulful vocals combine
with manic organ for some ass-shak-
ingly funky spook-groove. In the Leeds
music scene yearbook, the Band Most
Likely To Make It Large are probably
DDiinnoossaauurr PPiillee--UUpp. Seemingly lost in
the heady mists of grunge-era Seattle,
these plaid-clad nineties leftovers play
alternative rock the way it was meant
to be played. Tight songwriting, tighter
trousers, plenty of chugging guitar and
sunny Weezer-aping melodies combine
to create rock confectionary. Playing
Fibbers in York next week (spot the
plug), the Pile-Up have been winning
hearts and minds in tiny venues for a
few years now, and, with a place in the
NME Tent at Reading this year, things
are looking up for the trio. ‘Love Is A
Boat And We’re Sinking’, their signa-
ture tune, is one of those songs that
nests in your head and rapes your brain
repeatedly, more catchy than swine flu
and thrice as fun. They recently
released an EP called ‘The Most
Powerful EP in the Universe’ – while
this may not be true (surely they
haven’t heard the ‘Uranus’ EP by
Shellac) – it still rocks harder than sev-
eral average-sized boulders. 

The Class of ’09 is definitely the
strongest line-up of bands that Leeds
has unleashed upon the world in some
time, and what makes this all the more
marvellous is the diversity of the talent.
Instead of the usual one-band-shows-
originality-and-then-everyone-copies-
them syndrome, Leeds has everything
from balls-to-the-wall party metal, to
goth-soul, to true DIY indie. There are
plenty of other highly erotic bands as
well as the ones I’ve mentioned – That
Fucking Tank, Humanfly, The
Manhattan Love Suicides – all part of
the musical infrastructure of one of the
UK’s most exciting scenes. So what are
you waiting for? Get down the front,
get crunk and unleash the funk.

From left:
Sky Larkin,
Pulled Apart
By Horses,
Grammatics
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ARTIST: LOS CAMPESINOS

DATE: 29TH OCTOBER 

VENUE:   LEEDS COCKPIT

REVIEW: ADAM BYCHAWSKI
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Isaac Hewlings on the Public Enemy legend who’s shaking up the music industry

LLaauurraa HHuulllleeyy
La Roux - ‘Quicksand’: The
last attempt at unleashing
'Quicksand' on the general
public ended in a humiliat-
ing highest chart position of
#153. This time it is expected
to storm the Top 10, and
quite right too. Elly
Jackson's distinctive, high-
end vocals and the inevitable
broken-nintendo-meets-
drum-machine makes for
another 80s poptastic
extravaganza which you'll be
humming for weeks.

IIssaaaacc HHeewwlliinnggss
Joe and Will Ask? –
‘Mongozo’: This came out in
March, but I rediscovered it
recently and can’t stop lis-
tening to it. These two pro-
ducers have important
admirers, with Benny
Bernassi and Brodinski both

backing them. A great elec-
tro offering, with buzz saw
synth so strong it feels like
being hit by cattle prod, its
definitely the kind of song to
annoy the neighbours with.

TToomm KKiilllliinnggbbeecckk
Weezer - ‘Can’t Stop Partying’:
Weezer have been bombarded
with criticism for their recent
decision to pop up their sound.
They’ve always been a pop band
but this, a tune that marries their
familiar crunch to Gaga synths
and a Lil’ Wayne guest rap is a
knowing wink from Rivers
Cuomo at his embittered fans,
and an ironic dance pleasure.
Slick R n’ B and pop punk are
unlikely bedfellows, but here they
make sweet love. 

EEsstteellllaa AAddeeyyeerrii
Screaming Females - ‘Bell’:
Hailing from the New Jersey
DIY punk scene, this three-
piece features in fact just one
screaming female – petite
front woman Marissa,
singing, screeching, and
shredding her way through
this infectious track like a
tiny garage punk whirlwind.
‘Bell’ is roughly two minutes
of riotous thrashy goodness,
complete with a quality gui-
tar solo, a catchy bass riff,
and a wonderfully odd video.

After Los Campesinos’
(melo)dramatic all-caps
twitter update “ALL OUR
BAND IS BEING DIAG-
NOSED WITH SWINE
FLU AND WE’RE ON
STAGE IN 20 MINUTES”
there were some immediate
concerns as to personal
health and refunds. Having
already gone through 8 stops
of their UK tour, it’s safe to
assume it wasn’t Leeds
they’ve been kissing.
Thankfully it proved to be
nothing but NME article-
fodder, although the band
appeared on stage all wear-
ing face masks and with an
emergency puke point in
projectile range of new
replacement backing singer
Kim Campesinos. 

If any doubts remained,
they were certainly dispelled
by an energetic opening of
‘You’ll Need Those Fingers
for Crossing’. With a new
record– ‘Romance is Boring’
– looming for release in

February, a few new songs
were previewed, best so far
being ‘The Sea Is A Good
Place To Think Of The
Future’. An uncomfortably
dark track for LC! with
deathly lyrics and melodra-
matic strings in the back-
ground, it’s unrecognisable
from the fizzy-pop twee-ness
of their beginnings. 

Not everything new
came off so well, whether it
was down to apparently
“days of vomiting” or low
vocals, Kim Campesinos’
backing voice was almost
inaudible for the most of the
gig, making the boy-girl
responses of ‘Death To Los
Campesinos’ fall flat. Even
so, it was hard to notice with
the crowd (and myself )
more than making up for it
in their loudest repetition-
ingrained lyric shouting. 

I left feeling happy,
warm, dizzy, throaty, a tad
nauseous and oh god, a little
bit sick.
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Chuck D

Reviews
ARTIST: CALVIN HARRIS

DATE:      30TH OCTOBER

VENUE: SHEFFIELD O2 

ACADEMY 

REVIEW:  ESTELLA ADEYERI
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The music industry has recently
been dealing with its latest crisis
of file sharing and piracy with the

usual bluster and pugnacity, so it comes
as welcome news when someone
attempts to inject some dynamism into
this perennially reactionary business.
This comes in the form of the news that
Chuck D (of Public Enemy fame) is
asking for fan funding in order to pay
for his latest album. This new funding
model might sound suspiciously like
economics and not particularly inter-
esting, but given the implications of the
change it might just be worth some
scrutiny.

If ever there was a man well quali-
fied to position himself at the vanguard
of the music industry, it would be
Chuck D. The history and influence of
Public Enemy is as illustrious of any
Hip-Hop act in history. The albums
Fear of a Black Planet and It Takes a
Nation of Millions… released under
Def Jam were part of the great wave of
90’s Hip-Hop, inspiring such greats as
A Tribe Called Quest and Eric B. &
Rakim. Full of venom and politics, it
seems impossible to imagine some-
thing of their ilk being handled by any
major label today, and we’re much the
worse for it. 

On top of his fine lyrics, Chuck D
also brought in a wide range of political
and afro-centric themes, which had
been entirely ignored in Hip-Hop until
Public Enemy’s arrival. Similarly, the
fusion of rock/metal with Hip-Hop
vocals has started a trend which has
recently been replicated by just about
every current rap artist, albeit fusing it
with dance rather than metal. Clearly

Chuck D
performing

then - cometh the hour, cometh the
man; and if this time it’s Chuck D, then
so much the better.

So what is this new system?
Essentially, it works a little like charity
websites like ‘Justgiving.com’ in that
the artist asks for a set amount of capi-
tal, and the fans then donate accord-
ingly. What distinguishes it from
straightforward charity though is the
fact that when you give a certain
amount (say $25) you are guaranteed a

copy of the material. Thus, instead of
buying the album in a shop, you ensure
the production (of a potential album)
and it gets delivered straight to your
house. If you want to finance a larger
amount, you a goody bag and if you’re
crazy-rich you can buy enough to spend
some time with them in the studio.
Should the album never get released
you’ll get your money back – which is
probably what most people who bought
Chinese Democracy are now wishing

had been the case.
In the case of Public Enemy’s lat-

est release they’re looking for
$250,000 for the as-yet untitled offer-
ing. One question that remains howev-
er: is there enough demand for a new
album and generally is there enough
demand from average consumers to be
making expensive, non-mainstream
albums? The benefit of the SellaBand
system is that the demand has to be
fronted before the product hits the
market, so whilst it may not be a huge
success, certainly no one’s going away
empty-handed. The second question is
an issue – whilst the hardcore of P.E.
fans may help to sponsor its creation,
just as many people can share and
avoid buying the album subsequently.
Yet, research suggests that as music
purchasing over the internet gets easier
and more widespread, file-sharing will
account for less of a drain on the indus-
try. Similarly, acts like Public Enemy
will always be able to rely on selling out
big arenas and live shows.

Whilst this may not be the silver
bullet to deal with all of the music
industry’s problems, it certainly does
offer a potent device for creating new
work. Especially given that smaller acts
can make a name for themselves on the
live circuit and then mobilise fans for
relatively modest donations, this sys-
tem may well lower the entry-level for
artists starting out in the industry.
Whilst lots of it may not be very good
quality, surely more music and more
production can only increase the likeli-
hood of finding new Public Enemy’s
and Chuck D’s? If that’s the case, then
I’m all in.

Tonight felt more like a party
than a gig, with various pre-
Halloween get ups dotted
around the venue, my per-
sonal favourite being the
barman in a banana cos-
tume. Mr Hudson kicked off
the festivities, with their
bright alt-pop tunes whip-
ping the crowd into a sing-
along, arm-waving frenzy -
the most notable tracks
being ‘White Lies,’ ‘Stiff
Upper Lip,’ and of course the
summer smash ‘Supernova’
to close their set.

Soon the stage was pre-
pared for the Mr H we were
all really there to see.
Stepping out to what can
only be described as the
soundtrack of an electro
spaceman warrior, Calvin
and his backing band
launched into an awesome
rendition of ‘The Rain,’ then
moved into ‘Merrymaking
At My Place,’ which had the
whole venue getting down
and celebrating recreational

substance abuse raucously
enough for Leeds to hear.

From then on the set
only improved; that break-
down from ‘Colours’ got a
much appreciated extension,
‘Acceptable In The 80s’
received a dirty new twist,
and album track ‘Relax’ pro-
vided a devastatingly sexy
bassline. Calvin had the
crowd jumping, screaming
and singing at will, and their
love was secured during ‘The
Girls’ by his dutiful addition:
“I like them Sheffield Girls!”

The encore featured a
storming version of ‘I
Created Disco,’ which the
foundations of the academy
must surely have suffered
for, and finally number one
single ‘I’m Not Alone,’ which
gave way to the kind of
mosh-pit activity usually
reserved for things a bit less,
well, electro. A brilliant
night, proving that Mr
Harris sure can throw one
hell of a party.
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There’s an interesting sub-genre
in American cinema, of which
The Men Who Stare at Goats is a
good example: the Based-on-a-
Journalist’s-True-Story. Spike
Jonze’s Adaptation satirises its
conception well - when Kaufman
tried to adapt The Orchid Thief,
the resulting film ended up
charting his attempt to adapt
The Orchid Thief. David
Fincher’s Zodiac shows us how
it’s done, meticulously transfer-
ring the detail of Robert
Graysmith’s book to the screen
and compromising as little as
possible in the name of tried and
tested narrative clichés: if you’re
willing to power through the 2
hour 40 minute runtime, the
experience is very rewarding.

The Men Who Stare at
Goats learns no lessons from
these films, with the exception of
its casting of big, sexy names:
search for Jon Ronson, who
wrote its source book, and
Graysmith on Google Images,
and you’ll see that they look
nothing like Ewan McGregor
and Jake Gyllenhaal. Like the
insignificant film of Fast Food
Nation, it turns a probably
important investigation into a

fictional, knockabout comedy.
The story concerns journalist
Bob Wilton’s search for a story in
present-day Iraq, his meeting
with ex-soldier Lyn Cassady
(George Clooney) and the dis-
covery of the U.S. army’s secret
investment into psychic warfare.
A former general-turned-hippy
(Jeff Bridges) tried to use New
Age concepts from hippy culture
to create a unit of ‘Jedi Warriors,’
whose peaceful values and hope-
fully telekinetic capabilities
would bring an end to war.

It’s an incredible story, the
implication of the bizarre ven-
ture being that the emphasis on
the human psyche in combat
helped produce horrific modern
torture methods. But rather than
being an incredible film, or a
particularly funny film, it instead
won’t stop waving at you, insist-
ing that it’s incredible and funny.
A key problem is that a flat road
trip that Cassady and Wilton go
on is invented to frame this story,
and even takes precedence over
it. There’s a lot of car crashes,
some attempts at odd couple
banter, a kidnapping by the first
Iraqis they meet (a meeting with
a kind, suffering local is a poor

attempt at contrasting sympa-
thy) and a few encounters with
wacky characters who try and
live up to the pseudo-Catch-22
tone that so jars with Ronson’s
investigation. It reaches a
reunion with the characters of
Cassady’s tale and ends with a
warm-hearted but unconvincing
tribute to the hippy culture they
once adored.

Grant Heslov previously
wrote the brilliantly simple Good
Night, and Good Luck with
Clooney at the steering wheel,
but here he directs great talent

poorly: Kevin Spacey enduring
an acid trip and Jeff Bridges re-
living the glory of The Dude
should be among the greatest
moments of the year, but end up
as depressing. There are some
great moments, in brief flash-
backs to combat in Vietnam and
a Dr. Strangelove style conversa-
tion between two top generals in
the height of the Cold War. But
it’s an exasperating film: it tries
to paint a telling portrait of the
U.S. military, but dumbs it down
by stressing the good-hearted-
ness of all the figures concerned.

What with last month’s Up and this month’s
Fantastic Mr Fox, there is much debate over
children’s films’ tendency to cater to adults
rather than children. For filmmakers, it’s a
result of the age-old predicament of getting
both mum and dad chortling at obscure
adult pop-references as well as seating their
children in front of the obligatory slapstick
silliness. So hitting two birds with one stone
is the name of the children’s movie game.
But it’s no easy balancing act.

I propose that Up got the balance just
right and Fantastic Mr Fox perhaps just
missed the mark. The latter’s pernickety
attention to production design details, its
focus on adult themes (oh how the kids love
didactic discourses on egoism!) and refer-
ences to the likes of Sergio Leone westerns,
distracts director Anderson from the crucial
task of children’s story telling. There’s no
doubting Fantastic Mr Fox is a wonderful
film and a beautiful piece of animation
(evocative of the endearing, juddering stop-
motion animation of BBC’s Bagpuss), but its
nostalgic filmmaking will undoubtedly
appeal more to the (much) older audiences.

Up has received much more criticism,
for dealing with issues deemed too emotion-
ally weighty for the young target audience. I
presume the criticism is mainly levelled at
the opening scene, where our widowed pen-
sioner Carl looks back at his sweet and lov-
ing marriage to his deceased wife Ellie.

I discreetly shed a manly tear beneath
my 3D specs while my girlfriend unleashed
an unashamed waterfall throughout, but,
unsurprisingly, I failed to notice a single one
of the sprightly youngsters bat an eye-lid.
And this scene isn’t merely squared at
adults, it seeks to capture the children’s sym-
pathies by showing Carl and Ellie mucking
around as youngsters. But the point here is
that it isn’t just the animation that’s ren-
dered in 3D, but the emotions bare a multi-
dimensional character: the death of Bambi’s
mother is oft lauded as the most delicately
touching children’s movie moment in histo-
ry, but still seems a rather 2D representation
of death for children to grapple. On the
other hand, Carl’s loss of his wife, the unful-
filled dreams that went with her and the
morose imprint left on Carl’s spirit are truly
three dimensional: upsetting, but real.

Come the end of Up, when my irksome
cinephile tendency to provide an on-the-
spot review kicked in, I caught myself ask-
ing, ‘why on earth do the dogs talk, and in
that ludicrous way?’ It’s easy to forget: this
film is, first and foremost, for children, and
the balance between the two is still an art
mastered best by Pixar. The recent animated
film 9, for instance, missed the mark by a
long way; imbued with dark imagery and a
technophobic message that would most cer-
tainly fly over kids’ heads.

The problem of alienating younger
viewers is something auteur directors like
Anderson, who are showing increasing
interest in animated films, should take into
account, bearing in mind classic children’s
films are those that cater to both older and
younger audiences:  The Nightmare Before
Christmas, Toy Story and Shrek.

FILM: THE MEN WHO STARE AT GOATS
DIRECTOR: GRANT HESLOV
STARRING: GEORGE CLOONEY, JEFF BRIDGES
REVIEW: MICHAEL ALLARD 
RUNTIME: 93 MINS
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FILM: FANTASTIC MR FOX 
DIRECTOR:WES ANDERSON 
STARRING: GEORGE CLOONEY,
MERYL STREEP
RUNTIME: 87 MINS
REVIEW: DUNCAN PELHAM
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Director Wes Anderson is not the
most obvious choice for an ani-
mated adaption of Roald Dahl’s
classic children’s book Fantastic
Mr Fox. His films are famous
peculiar peppered with dry wit.

It follows that this is a beau-
tiful, bizarre and audacious chil-
dren’s film. However, parents
will most certainly enjoy it more
than their younglings, revelling
in its visual trickery and sly refer-
ences to genre films. The stop-
motion animation is endearingly
rendered; the jerky movement of
the puppets are sweetly reminis-
cent of 60s British children’s TV
shows. Anderson provides a
masterclass in retro animation:
billowing explosions of smoke
are fashioned by curling and
twisting bundles of cotton wool,
while the farmers’ shotgun shells
riddle the walls with delicately
arranged ringlets of thread. And
Anderson’s glowing golden
palette of autumnal reds and
browns bring a beautiful model
world to life, instilled with a glo-
rious vintage sheen.

Children probably won’t be
enthralled by it. The action set
pieces are presented in such
deliberately idiosyncratic ways
that they lack excitement. The
menace of the villainous farmers
is downplayed, never as ominous
or darkly vicious as in the book.
Roald Dahl characters, then,
they are not. Similarly, there is a
noticeable absence of peril
throughout – tension and fine
story-telling take a backseat to
the meticulous niceties of ani-
mation and quaintly framed
shots.

Dahl devotees may be dis-
mayed to see the book’s dark
tones and enchanting story-
telling missing. Anderson fans
however will leave the cinema
positively beaming.

2009 has been a year of constant
anniversaries and commemora-
tions. However, one anniversary
overlooked is the 20th anniver-
sary of the release of Spike Lee’s
Do The Right Thing.

Do The Right Thing is Spike
Lee’s magnum opus on the topic
of futile racism, bigotry and com-
munal discontent which can so
easily infest society from the
smallest, trivial gnat of a matter,
growing into a monster that
invariably wrecks people’s lives.

Set on the hottest day of the
summer in the melting racial pot
of Bedford-Stuyvesant, New York,
the day starts off pretty ordinarily
for the local community centred
around the spot of Sal’s Famous
Pizzeria. However, when a rowdy,
pseudo-black power activist starts
to organise a ‘boycott’ of the pizze-
ria over a lack of black faces on the
restaurants wall gallery, it sets
into motion a string of encounters
between the multi-ethnic commu-
nity that ultimately ends in
tragedy.

The film follows a multi-

racial community featuring Afro-
Americans, Asians, Hispanics
and Italians, who seem superfi-
cially at ease with each other, but
with deep underlying tensions
simmering under everyone’s skin
that come to boiling point over
the most ridiculous and unlikely
of spats. Here no one is immune
from the grasp of bigotry as it
spills out left, right and centre,
whether it be in protest over pic-
tures on a wall, the hardships of
being part of a minority or
moaning about immigrants run-
ning a local shop. 

As one watches the movie
from its unassuming beginning
right to its explosive ending, it’s
sure to leave an alarming yet
thoughtful taste in the viewer’s
mouth. 

www.ey.com/uk/careers

FILM: DO THE RIGHT THING
(1989)
DIRECTOR: SPIKE LEE
STARRING: DANNY AIELLO,
SPIKE LEE
REVIEW: JAMES GILL
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FILM.
Duncan Pelham
Are children’s ani-
mated films
becoming too
adult-centric?



In what appeared to be a bid to find
the cheapest grease-pool presented
on a tomato-mozzarella-pepperoni
plate, my flatmates have almost
every night, without fail, produced
a brand new soggy cardboard box
containing our ‘dinner’. We’ve even
branched beyond fathomable pizza
toppings: for the first two weeks I
marvelled at seeing such things as a
real life doner kebab pizza, a ‘chips’
pizza, and even the occasional ‘Efe’s
Special’ (6 types of pizza in one).
But freshers week is finished and I
am now determined to kick my
health back into shape since the
novelty of ‘student eating’ has most
definitely worn off. Predictably, my
housemates were reluctant, so to
make for a smooth transition I set-
tled with the upmarket equivalent:
an Italian restaurant.

I had walked past Toto’s
before, and although the exterior
hardly transported me to the heart
of Florence, it seemed like a cosy
not-so-central, not-so-obvious
restaurant. My flatmates were
onboard after looking at the web-
site to assure we weren’t wasting
precious investment in Efe’s, and
rejoicing to find that all pizza or
pasta dishes are £3.95 between
5pm-7pm! Life was good: we felt
civilized, not too guilty, and would
still have enough money to go out
afterwards.

The red, white, and green
colours of Toto’s quaint little build-

ing seemed to float towards us as
we approached our rendezvous.
Having hurriedly dashed to the
cashpoint and paced through the
rain (we were pushing 6:20 – didn’t
want to take any chances) we were
suddenly halted by the notice
board outside, which, from our
reaction, passers-by may have
taken to brand a death warrant for
our lives. It in fact read: “HAPPY
HOUR: 5pm-6:30pm. Any pizza
or pasta dish is just £5.95”. It was a
blow. But casting our mind’s eye
back to the empty kitchen, we
decided to just bite the bullet and
open the door.

First impression: much more
authentic than I had expected from
outside, with vintage Italian
posters, dim lighting, rustic colours
and actual Italian waiters. Second
impression: a loud Italian woman
shouting across the vast space of 10
cm between us to ask if I had
reserved a table. To my embarrass-
ment, after admitting that I had
not, she looked absolutely appalled,
communicated this absurd phe-
nomenon to her colleague in the
loudest possible way before they
both decided it best to “put them
upstairs”.

Unfortunately, well before our
food arrived, we were struck by the
bad quality of service. Eager to
enjoy this night out, I attempted to
put it down to Italianisms, but I’m
sure it’s not inherently Italian to be

blatantly reluctant to take our
order before happy hour finishes.
Later, when serving the drinks, our
waitress carelessly threw the nap-
kins from our glasses onto our
plates to get them out of her way.
Perhaps I was just taken aback by
such brazen behaviour, but we all
came to dread her approaching like
naughty children afraid of a
teacher.

The food’s arrival, however,

was a god-send, saving the service
from becoming irritating, the
schmaltzy music sickening, and the
décor too bizarre (our table sur-
rounded by, among other things, an
accordion and a bush). Although I
was poised ready to criticise, I
couldn’t: the generous portions
looked delicious and the bottle of
wine was cleaned up well before
the end of the meal. I got a
spaghetti bolognese, which was

great, but the thing to order there is
definitely the pizza. They are in
another league, and I enviously
watched as my friend smugly fin-
ished off a huge stuffed calzone
pizza.

Overall it’s great for a group
wanting a change of scene, but they
are going to have to lose the cheesy
Italian ballad music, tone down the
over the top interior, and smile a
bit more.
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Chekhov once said that
“people don’t notice
whether it’s winter or
summer when they’re
happy”. I wonder if
Anton would have
reached a similar
epiphany had he been writ-
ing at the desk in my bed-
room which, at this time of
year, more closely resembles
Superman’s ice fortress than student
accommodation. My mood is predicated on
the weather. The bountiful plenitude of dis-
eases I’ve contracted since the onset of
these arctic conditions render me a perfect
candidate for the role of the consumption
victim in any one of those substandard BBC
costume dramas that plague the television
schedule for the duration of the holiday
season. You know you should really start to
worry when your RDA is comprised pre-
dominately from those 15 sachets of
Lemsip you drink out of a pint glass in the
morning just to give you the moral
strength you need to make it to the library
before midday.
Winter, however, does have its bene-
fits in the form of the full
bodied, hearty reds which

warm the cockles and help
you momentarily forgot
the avaricious spectre of
the 25th waiting in the
wings to sink its claws
deep into your bank bal-
ance. This is the time of
year to turn to sturdy, highly

alcoholic numbers which
complement robust cuisine and

help drown out bothersome
requests from significant others to go ice

skating and such like.

Asda Extra Special Primitivo, 2006, Italy
(Asda, £5.88) – Great little jammy winter
wine from the south of Italy to inject some
sunshine into you life. Drink alongside
hearty dishes.

Casillero Del Diablo Cabernet Sauvignon,
Various Vintages, Chile ( Tesco, £4.99,
Sainsbury’s, £6.97) – Concha Y Toro may be
a big, nasty, blood sucking corporation but,
to their credit, they do produce consistently
good quality wine. Casillero, their mid-
range and most recognisable brand, is a

lovely wine for everyday occasions and
will never disappoint.

Terrazas De Los Andes Reserva Malbec,
Various vintages, Argentina (Field &
Fawcett, £11.80) – An absolutely first class
Malbec from Mendoza which is, incidentally,
this week’s Decanter wine of the week.
Expect big – but not flabby – dark fruit with
a hint of spice.

Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference Primitivo,
Various Vintages, Italy (Sainsbury’s, £5.99) -
This wine comes from a respected producer
– the Cantine Due Palme co-operative in
Puglia – who’s more upmarket wines can be
sampled at L’antica Locanda, an intimate
Italian restaurant on the Shambles.

Oddbins Own Red, Various Vintages, France
(Oddbins, £4.49 or 3 for £10) – Everyday
but eminently gluggable Southern French
red from notable producer Paul Mas. Drink
in any watertight receptacle, as an accompa-
niment to anything and everything or even
nothing. I really can’t recommend this
enough especially at this price.

Whisky: Winter is the season when even the
most metrosexual of men feel a deep seated
carnal desire to drink what is universally
renowned as a ‘proper’ drink. Here are a few
recommendations.

Monkey Shoulder Vatted Malt, Scotland,
Speyside (Oddbins, £21.99 down to £19.99,
Sainsbury’s, £20.39) – A vatted malt is sim-
ply a blend of single malts; a blended whisky
without the horrible, hydrochloric acidy
grain whisky which has a nasty tendency to
burn holes through your esophagus. This
whisky is a steal for the price and should be
drunk straight or in a rusty nail (with equal
measures of Drambuie) if you can handle it.

Royal Lochnagar 12 year old, Scotland,
Highlands (Oddbins, £23.99 down from
£27.99) – The prefix is not merely a cheap
gimmick; Lochnagar is the official royal tip-
ple when it comes to malt. This beautiful
scotch has a nose consisting of “fruitcake”
and “burnt currants” according to Michael
Jackson (whisky legend not ‘living in Cuba’
popstar) and is well worth the money.

Penderyn, Malt Whisky, Wales (Sainsbury’s,
£30.49, Oddbins, £33.99) – Feel like you got
a bit of a bum deal in devolution? Drink
Welsh instead with this excellent single malt
whisky from the Brecon Beacons National
Park. Have not tried the stuff myself but it
comes highly recommended from many gen-
tlemen in the know and at 46% abv who
could possibly complain?

FOOD & DRINK.
RESTAURANT:  TOTO’S RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA
ADDRESS: 1 FAWCETT STREET
PRICES: £9 FOR MAIN MEAL AND DRINK
REVIEW: MIA DE GRAAF
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The Burning Question
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Past its sell-by date: why
Freshers’ Week is not so fresh

It’s my 20th birthday andI’m jammed in between
thousands of freshers

pushing their way to the DJ
booth to get a shout out.

In typical freshers’ style
everyone is overly sociable
so it doesn’t take long before
I am ambushed and some-
one is screaming questions
in my ear to find out where
I am from, what am I study-
ing and where do I live?
These questions would be
relatively easy to answer
except that I have to awk-
wardly admit that I have, in
fact, gatecrashed Sheffield
Hallam and that I don’t
start university for another
three weeks.

So, why do I have to
spend my birthday sneaking
into someone else’s freshers’
week? This is simply due to
our ridiculous term dates.
The majority of university
terms this year began in mid
to late September. Even
Oxbridge start the weekend
before York. For some rea-
son we are forced to stay at
home, whilst people ask us if
we are enjoying uni when

we haven’t even started yet.
As if waiting to start

uni wasn’t nerve wracking
enough, we have an addi-
tional three weeks to sit
around twiddling our
thumbs and imagining the

worst possible scenarios;
our flat mates are all ex-
cons, our rooms are smaller
than Harry Potter’s cup-
board under the stairs and
we’ll starve to death without
our Mum’s cuisine. I spent
my three weeks on the
depressing non-reality of
Facebook flicking through
my friends’ photos and sit-
ting on the end of a phone
listening to the stresses and

joys of freshers before I
even got to experience it
myself. Shopping for uni
took up some time and I
managed to spread it across
the three weeks. Monday;
coat hangers, Tuesday; tin
opener, Wednesday; bed
sheets. And so on.

So when Freshers’
Week finally arrived, I was
so emotionally drained from
imagining the fate before
me and physically exhaust-
ed from my sporadic shop-
ping, I barely felt like
becoming Little Miss
Sociable. But at Christmas
we will get our own back
and will be dancing the
night away whilst our
friends at home will be
stuck under a Christmas
tree with Aunty Doris
telling them how much
older they look.

When next year comes
around, I can guarantee I
will be spending my 21st
birthday stuck at some
Sheffield University freshers
night enduring some more
awkward conversations.
Maybe I’ll just lie this time.

To be a part of the debate and for exclusive web content go to www.nouse.co.uk/comment

Starting term later
than other universities
is a huge inconven-
ience to students

Having lived most of
my life in a tiny vil-
lage, even coming to

York was a venture into the
big city for this country girl.
My mum was freaked out at
the thought of me being
alone, and so I was duly fur-
nished with a rape alarm, a
torch and some interesting
advice about how to repel
attackers by jabbing my keys
into their eyes.

But seriously, how safe
are we on campus? Student
welfare has been cited as a
major reason for retaining
the 24-hour porters, and the
protest in Derwent proves
that point. If it took security
services over an hour to
respond to all the furniture
being removed from the bar,
how long would it take them
to react to an assault? How
can we feel safe when the
reaction time of our on cam-
pus security team is so slow?

Living on a campus is
assumed to be safer than a
city university, where it is so
much harder to keep tabs on
people. But York’s sprawling
campus is open to anyone;
and while it’s lovely to see
families strolling through
campus during the day, with
the lake sparkling and the
ducks quacking away, it’s a
very different story at night.

The campus in the early
hours of the morning is eeri-
ly deserted. No people, no
ducks, nothing. The security
team responsible for student
safety is nowhere to be seen.
And although the majority
of the University walkways
are OK, there have been
numerous complaints about

the lighting on the pathways
from Halifax College to the
rest of campus. College bars
and university events will be
poorly attended by students
fearful for their safety.
Facilities like the library and
the gym are open long after
sunset, and should be able
to be used without fear.

The worry is still there,
whether the threat is real or
not. Even falling into the
lake, whilst funny if you
were with your mates (and if
you weren’t the one falling
in), could have awful conse-
quences if you were walking
through campus alone.
Walking to town alone is
discouraged, and most peo-
ple wouldn’t walk down the
ominously nicknamed ‘Rape
Alley’ by themselves.

Is the University as safe
as it thinks it is? I know stu-
dents can encourage oppor-
tunities for crime, with win-
dows left open and doors
propped open with fire
extinguishers (double points
for that one). But shouldn’t
the University cater for
naïveté, inebriation and the
arrogance that comes with
newfound independence?

The University security
systems need to see things
from a student perspective.
Would a 19-year-old girl feel
safe walking along, some-
what unsteadily? The
University cannot change its
location, and so the walk to
town will always be an issue,
but the safety of students on
campus is under their con-
trol. They can make
changes. We live here; we
should feel safe.

LLeetttteerrss Nouse, Grimston House, Vanbrugh College

Nouse welcomes your letters. Please indicate if 
they are not intended for publication. 

Email lleetttteerrss@@nnoouussee..ccoo..uukk or write to:

Initiations observations are not valid everywhere

www.ey.com/uk/careers

This week, Nouse asked:

Would you be happy
for security services to
replace portering?

184 people voted, with the
majority stating

No

““PPeeooppllee aasskk
uuss iiff wwee aarree
eennjjooyyiinngg UUnnii
wwhheenn wwee
hhaavveenn’’tt eevveenn
ssttaarrtteedd yyeett””

Paranoia over
a security
shambles

23 people
voted 
Yes

(13%)

161 people
voted 
No 

(87%)

Hannah
Brearley

Hannah
Clugston

Priorities are all wrong
Dear Nouse,

If the university is so impoverished then
how come it’s not behaving as if it’s on its last
legs when it comes to issues other than por-
tering? A massive new campus, a huge salary
for the VC and unnecessary library guides (if
you can’t work out how the library works
within five minutes unaided, you shouldn’t
be here). These are not the type of things one
finds in an institution which is unable to pay
for something as important as a night porter-
ing service.

I want to know why Vanbrugh JCRC are
being so crap about the cuts in portering. I
could have survived without the STYC
scheme but not without portering. I’d defi-
nitely add Vanbrugh JCRC to the list of sin-
ners. They need to take a leaf out of
Derwent’s book and get off their arses.

A Vanbrugh First Year

Dear Nouse,

I am the Activities Officer at Sussex
University Students’ Union and was horrified
to see an article in Nouse last edition.

I am aware that University Sport Team
Initiations is a national issue and Sussex are
in no way exempt. Having said this, the
‘interview’ with the Sussex Hockey Fresher
that appears in this article contains events
that are simply not true.

Here at Sussex, we are aware that
Welcome Events take place. We do however
have a system within the Union that requires
a risk assessment to be checked, then fol-
lowed up with a monitoring of the event and
a thorough comparison to the risk assess-
ment.

Risk assessments are only approved if
they implement a strong sense of inclusion;
provide non-alcoholic options and a compul-
sory “opt-out” option if any members wish.

Additionally, our mini buses are only

hired out for official training, matches and
fixtures. By no means would the bus have
been hired out for any evening social event
without a detailed outline of the planned
event. This alone proves the claims very
much false.

I am extremely disappointed in the
unsubstantiated journalism displayed in this
article with no attempt of verification; the
author has later claimed that the presented
facts in the article were “rumour” (in the
comments below the online article).  This
false story has not only been damaging to the
reputation of our Men’s Hockey Club, who
are making a notable effort to change the
focus of their club to inclusion and sporting
achievement, but also the Student Union and
University who pride themselves on a safely-
run sport social programme.”

Scott Sheridan,
USSU Activities Officer

No

Yes

Dear Nouse,

After reading comments on your online
article regarding RAG beneficiaries, I was
angry about the direction the debate took.
Turning a discussion on a serious issue with
far wide consequences into a “debate” circled
round personal attacks is unacceptable.

If an individual wants to raise awareness
of an issue, then writing personal comments
isn’t the right way. In the future, I hope such
issues are focused on direct and specific
issues, rather than irrelevant points which
don’t affect policy or ability.

It is all too often the case that people can
make rude and offensive comments online,
behind a veil of anonymity (or worse, pre-
tending to be someone else). This is just cow-
ardice. If you wouldn’t feel comfortable
admitting your views, don’t state them.

Halifax Fresher

A veil of anonymity
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The past month can be
summed up with three Ps:
Parties, Promoters and Piss-

takers. Promoters and Piss-takers
may be synonymous, but really,
who cares. I hope you’ll forgive me.
Anyway, the other P could be any
number of things; Pretty Pathetic,
Poor Party Princesses, Please
Pretend to like me… oops, done it
again. It’s been a whirlwind of
excitement that has whizzed by in a
flurry of fake eyelashes and con-
dom breakages. And that is one
messy flurry.

The first Fusion event of the
year went off with a bang:
Orgasmic was a very apt

choice of venue, if only in name. It
effectively consisted of the Arian-
esque members of our student
body, all sewn into their dresses
and downing their KPMG cock-
tails. Chiseled chins and the
dropped-arm-elbow-out pose
("don't worry if you don't get it first
time, I'll teach you") were out en
masse, but all were overshadowed
by the pack I have most recently
come to fear - The Shoe Booted
Amazonians.

Lithe and hungry, they stalk
campus in their sky highs (even
through snow, as I was informed by
a proud member), striking terror
into the hearts of all undesirables.
Everyone is unworthy to these
gruesome individuals; they don't
even lust after men, but Louis
Vuitton bags. Forget lopping off a
right breast; the York Amazonians
forego a healthy air supply in pur-

suit of the ultimate waist-cinching
skirt. Much braver, and let's face it,
much more now.

I listened in dismay to one
woman warrior recount her tale of
woe- on an “Ah-may-zing night in
Lahn-dah-n” she “lost her shoe
boots babe!” and what on earth
could she do- she “literally lives in
them babe.” I suggested she go
barefoot under my breath, but I
don’t think she heard me. One
night out, the leader of the pack
towered over me and demanded to
know where my top was from. If
she'd asked, I would've given her
my watch and gone with her to a
cash machine to get out all I had.
Or tripped her up walking down
the stairs. Tempting...

Halloween was markedly less
frightening. It was fascinat-
ing to watch the ladies sex

up the costumes of skeletons and
Barbies - two such socialites man-
aged to make a pumpkin revealing.
How? Why? I was actually more
aroused than spooked at No. 239
Hull Road; until I witnessed the
birthday boy funneled into obliv-
ion. Drinking at the party was a bit
more of a gamble than usual; one of

the "Death Punches" had, allegedly,
been spiked with Ex. That would've
been one explanation for the
unusually large number of panting
and heaving shapes in the shadows
of the garden, but somehow, I
doubt it. One Pink Lady had a very
eventful evening with a tall, vomit-
specked Clown and boy, did she
turn his frown upside down.

What is it about Ziggy's that
brings out the aching
libido inside? Rather than

put up barriers to better manage
the queue, my advice would be to
demand chastity belts as a condi-
tion of entrance. These last couple
of weeks have seen one or two ath-
letic pretenders make Ziggy’s their
own veritable sexual stomping
ground; and shockingly, the deci-
sion hasn’t quite paid off. One York
Hornet has been a very busy little
bee; caught on CCTV giving what
I'm sure was a purely instructive
and innocent display of her gym-
nastic abilities, she was politely
asked to leave. Back to try her luck
a week later with the privileged
recipient of this private show, she
bravely declared her undying lust,
sorry, love, only to be put on hold
for another year. And after all that
hard work? Pom-poms don't tickle
everyone's fancy, it would seem.

Acertain second year has been
doing more than her fair
share of community service

with the Rugby team: whether or
not she discriminates between the
Firsts and Seconds is as of yet
unclear, although there are cur-

rently statisticians hard at work to
determine any kind of pattern. But,
if her previous track record is any-
thing to go by, hope leaps eternal to
the boys who don’t get as much
action on the pitch. I wondered in a
more philosophical moment
whether the time-old technique of
watching previous matches to
improve a game translates to their
bedroom antics; if so, the guy hold-
ing the camera must be enjoying
the ride.

Beatcake is back, and it is
everywhere. Lock your doors
and switch off the lights as

the hurricane that is their promo-
tion team storms through in a
whirlwind of stickers, posters and
last-minute efforts. I applaud the
enthusiasm of the girls who took
their wares out on Wednesday
night and whacked them all over
the moistened walls of Ziggy's but
alas, this sentiment wasn't echoed
by the owners. La Bouffe and her
newest recruit, Mini Bouffe (identi-
cal in every way except an inch less
in hair height- she’ll get there) were
roughly ejected with a lifetime ban.
Have your cake and beat it.

In other news, High Cruel
Musical is on this week. Who
would’ve thought that this

unfathomable phenomenon could
inflict more pain on the general
public - but watch this space... Also,
keep your eyes peeled for a pair of
size 5 platform shoe boots. I seem
to have mislaid mine.
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The Acquaintance
with Poppy Babcock



WHEN JAMES PURNELL resigned earlier
this year and Gordon Brown faced the threat
being ousted as Prime Minister, Ladbrokes
had Alan Johnson as the favourite to take
over. Now Johnson seems to be faced with
his own walkout saga involving a govern-
ment advisory body: the Advisory Council on
the Misuse of Drugs.

Following the controversial sacking of
ACMD Chairman Prof David Nutt, two of his
colleagues on the council have resigned and
the threat of more members of the Council
following looms. In particular the resigna-
tion of the only pharmacist representative,
Miriam Walker, poses a problem: without
Walker the ACMD cannot function since the
absence of a pharmacist representative con-
travenes its statutory requirements.
Unfortunately for Johnson the fact that the
ACMD is currently in limbo leaves the gov-
ernment powerless to amend or develop
drugs policy.

In July Prof Nutt gave a lecture at Kings
College London in which he discussed the
relative harm of both illegal and legal drugs.
He expressed his view that government clas-
sification of drugs should be proportional to
their relative harm on the grounds that doing
otherwise would be misleading to the public
and make it harder to avoid injustices.
Home Secretary Alan Johnson deemed the
comments to be inappropriate given Nutt's
role as Chairman of the ACMD, after all
according to Nutt’s findings several drugs
were incorrectly classified. Johnson told Sky
News "You cannot have a chief government
adviser at the same time stepping into the
political field and campaigning against gov-
ernment decisions. You can do one or the
other: you can't do both."

Several of Johnson's statements seem to
make it pretty clear that Prof Nutt's conduct
was inappropriate for someone in his posi-
tion. Yet if we look at the government's own
"Code of Practice for Scientific Advisory
Committees" it seems far from clear that Prof
Nutt did actually break any rules. The Code
states: "Rules of conduct need not affect a
member's freedom to represent his or her
field of expertise in a personal capacity." The
rule is perhaps unsurprising given the nature
of the work that scientific advisers do. As

Chairman of the ACMD Prof Nutt was
unpaid and, naturally, held many academic
positions requiring him to discuss his and
review the work that he does.

In terms of his conduct, then, it seems
that the key issue for the government
becomes that of whether or not Nutt was

speaking in a "personal" capacity. The
Director of the Centre for Crime and Justice
Studies, Richard Garside, shed some light on
this issue in a letter he wrote to the Home
Secretary. "Professor Nutt gave his lecture,
and agreed to its subsequent publication, in
his capacity as the Edmond J Safra Chair of
Neuropsychopharmacology at Imperial
College London. This is stated clearly in the
original publicity and in the subsequent
paper. Professor Nutt made some references
to the ACMD in his paper as it was relevant
to his argument. At no point did he make ref-
erence to his role as chair of the ACMD, nor
did he give the impression that he was speak-
ing on behalf of the ACMD."

An important part of being a scientist is
having the right to discuss findings in public.
It seems that controversy only creeps in
when scientific advisers make public their
views on how their science should shape pol-
icy. Regardless of the rights and wrongs of
that particular debate it seems that Nutt has
acted in accordance with the government's
own advice. As a consequence he deserves to
stay. If Johnson has an objection to this then
he must surely seek to clarify the govern-
ment's Code of Practice or, better still, follow
Nutt's own advice in creating an independ-
ent organisation to replace the Council.

GlobalFocus
1. LONDON, UK---------------------
7766%% ooff UUKK ppoossttaall wwoorrkkeerrss hhaavvee
vvootteedd ffoorr aa nnaattiioonnaall ssttrriikkee wwhhiicchh iiss
dduuee ttoo ttaakkee ppllaaccee dduurriinngg tthhee rruunn uupp
ttoo CChhrriissttmmaass.. RRooyyaall MMaaiill ooffffiicciiaallss
ccllaaiimm tthhaatt pprrooffiittss aarree nnoott nneeaarrllyy
hhiigghh eennoouugghh ttoo mmeeeett tthhee ddeemmaannddss
ooff tthhee CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn WWoorrkkeerrss’’
UUnniioonn mmooddeerrnniissaattiioonn ppllaann aass wweellll
aass mmaaiinnttaaiinniinngg tthheeiirr ggeenneerroouuss ffiinnaall
ssaallaarryy ppeennssiioonn sscchheemmee.. TThhee ssttrriikkeess
aarree tthhoouugghhtt ttoo hhiitt tthhee MMeerrsseeyyssiiddee
aanndd LLoonnddoonn ppoossttaall rreeggiioonnss mmoosstt
ddrraammaattiiccaallllyy..

2. BARI, ITALY---------------------------
IIttaalliiaann bbuussiinneessssmmaann GGiiaammppaaoolloo
TTaarraannttiinnii hhaass bbeeeenn aarrrreesstteedd aatt BBaarrii
aaiirrppoorrtt oovveerr aaccccuussaattiioonnss ooff ssuuppppllyy--
iinngg PPrriimmee MMiinniisstteerr SSiillvviioo
BBeerrlluussccoonnii wwiitthh ccaallll ggiirrllss ffoorr hhiiss
ppaarrttiieess.. TThhee ‘‘eennttrreepprreenneeuurr’’ iiss aallssoo
aaccccuusseedd ooff pprroovviiddiinngg tthhee IIttaalliiaann
lleeaaddeerr wwiitthh ddrruuggss.. 

3. SAO PAULO, BRAZIL-----------------
SSaaoo PPaauulloo,, oonnee ooff tthhee wwoorrlldd’’ss
llaarrggeesstt cciittiieess,, hhaass ccoommpplleetteellyy
bbaannnneedd bbiillllbbooaarrdd aaddvveerrttiissiinngg..
TThhoossee ccaauugghhtt ddiissoobbeeyyiinngg tthhee llaaww
wwiillll ffaaccee aa ££33,,550000 ffiinnee-- aa llaaww wwhhiicchh
hhaass aallrreeaaddyy bbrroouugghhtt tthhee cciittyy mmoorree
tthhaann ££1155mm iinn ffiinneess.. TTeelleepphhoonnee
lliinneess aalllloowwiinngg cciittiizzeennss ttoo rreeppoorrtt
aabbuusseess ooff tthhee llaaww ssoommeettiimmeess
rreecceeiivvee 33,,000000 ccaallllss iinn tthhee ssaammee ddaayy.. 

4. BERLIN, GERMANY-------------------
WWeeddnneessddaayy sseeeess tthhee 2200tthh aannnniivveerr--
ssaarryy ooff tthhee ffaallll ooff tthhee BBeerrlliinn WWaallll..
BBeerrlliinneerrss wwiillll bbee cceelleebbrraattiinngg wwiitthh
ssttrreeeett ppaarrttiieess.. TThhee cceelleebbrraattiioonnss wwiillll
iinncclluuddee tthhee eerreeccttiinngg ooff 11,,000000 wwaallll--
lliikkee ssllaabbss ooff ccoonnccrreettee ccoovveerreedd iinn
ggrraaffffiittii,, wwhhiicchh wwiillll tthheenn bbee ppuusshheedd
oovveerr lliikkee ddoommiinnooeess ttoo rreepprreesseenntt tthhee
cchhaaiinn ooff eevveennttss lleeaaddiinngg ttoo tthhee ffaallll ooff
tthhee wwaallll.. 

5. MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA----------
TThhee AAuussttrraalliiaann RReeppuubblliiccaann
MMoovveemmeenntt hhaass rreeooppeenneedd tthhee
ddeebbaattee oovveerr wwhheetthheerr tthhee ccoouunnttrryy
sshhoouulldd bbeeccoommee aa rreeppuubblliicc aanndd
cceeaassee hhaavviinngg tthhee BBrriittiisshh QQuueeeenn aass
hheeaadd ooff ssttaattee..  AAccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthheeiirr
ppoollll,, 5599%% ooff vvootteerrss wweerree iinn ffaavvoouurr
ooff aa rreeppuubblliicc aanndd nneeaarrllyy ttwwoo--tthhiirrddss
wwaanntt aa rreeffeerreenndduumm oonn tthhee iissssuuee..
TTeenn yyeeaarrss aaggoo tthhee iiddeeaa ooff aa rreeppuubblliicc
wwaass rroouunnddllyy rreejjeecctteedd bbyy 5544.. 8833%% ttoo
4455..1133%% 

6. MALABO, EQUATORIAL GUINEA-
MMeerrcceennaarryy SSiimmoonn MMaannnn hhaass bbeeeenn
ggrraanntteedd aa ffuullll ppaarrddoonn ffoorr hhiiss ppaarrtt iinn
aa ffaaiilleedd ccoouupp pplloott iinn tthhee ttiinnyy ccoouunn--
ttrryy.. MMaannnn,, 5577,, wwaass dduuee ttoo sseerrvvee aa 3344

sseenntteennccee ffoorr aatttteemmppttiinngg ttoo oouusstt
PPrreessiiddeenntt TTeeooddoorroo OObbiiaanngg
NNgguueemmaa MMbbaassooggoo.. 

7. WASHINGTON D.C., USA--------------------
OObbaammaa’’ss ccoonnttrroovveerrssiiaall ££660000mm
hheeaalltthhccaarree rreeffoorrmm ppaasssseedd tthhrroouugghh
tthhee UUSS HHoouussee ooff RReepprreesseennttaattiivveess
bbyy jjuusstt 55 vvootteess.. OObbaammaa’’ss sshhoowwccaassee
ddoommeessttiicc ppoolliiccyy mmuusstt nnooww ppaassss
tthhrroouugghh tthhee SSeennaattee bbeeffoorree bbeeccoomm--
iinngg llaaww.. TThhee HHoouussee aallssoo aapppprroovveedd aa
bbiillll ppllaacciinngg ttiigghhtteerr ccoonnttrroollss oonn ssttaattee
ffuunnddeedd aabboorrttiioonnss.. 

8. COPENHAGEN, NORWAY----------
HHooppeess ooff aa lleeggaallllyy bbiinnddiinngg cclliimmaattee
cchhaannggee ttrreeaattyy bbeeiinngg eessttaabblliisshheedd iinn
CCooppeennhhaaggeenn hhaavvee bbeeeenn ddaasshheedd,,

aafftteerr BBrriittiisshh ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ooffffiicciiaallss
hhaavvee aalllleeggeedd tthhaatt wwoorrlldd ppoowweerrss aarree
ssoo ffaarr aappaarrtt oonn tthhee iissssuuee tthhaatt
aannootthheerr yyeeaarr mmaayy bbee nneeeeddeedd bbeeffoorree
aann aaggrreeeemmeenntt ccaann bbee rreeaacchheedd..
EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaalliisstt ggrroouuppss hhaavvee ccrriitt--
iicciisseedd ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss ffoorr tthheeiirr llaacckk ooff
aaccttiioonn aanndd hhaavvee aaccccuusseedd tthheemm ooff
nnoott ttaakkiinngg tthhee iissssuuee sseerriioouussllyy.. 

9. LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM---
TThhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt wwiillll uunnvveeiill ppllaannss
ttoo ffaasstt--ttrraacckk aa nneeww ggeenneerraattiioonn ooff
nnuucclleeaarr ppoowweerr ssttaattiioonnss llaatteerr tthhiiss
wweeeekk.. CChhaannggeess ttoo tthhee
IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree PPllaannnniinngg ppeerrmmiiss--
ssiioonn wwiillll aallllooww iitt ttoo ssppeeeedd tthhrroouugghh
nneeww sscchheemmeess iinn lleessss tthhaann aa yyeeaarr iiff
tthheeyy ‘‘ffiitt iinn wwiitthh ppoolliiccyy ssttaatteemmeennttss’’.. 

10. CALAIS, FRANCE-------------------
IInn aann aatttteemmpptt ttoo eenndd iilllleeggaall mmiiggrraa--
ttiioonn ttoo BBrriittaaiinn,, tthhee FFrreenncchh ggoovveerrnn--
mmeenntt hhaass llaauunncchheedd aa ssttaattee aattttaacckk
oonn ‘‘TThhee JJuunnggllee’’,, aa ssmmaallll sshhaannttyy
ttoowwnn hhoouussiinngg 330000 mmiiggrraannttss.. TThhee
mmoovvee hhaass bbeeeenn mmeett wwiitthh ccrriittiicciissmm
ffrroomm mmiiggrraanntt rriigghhttss ggrroouuppss,, wwhhoo
ccllaaiimm tthhaatt ttoo tteeaarr ddoowwnn TThhee JJuunnggllee
wwiitthhoouutt pprroovviiddiinngg aann aalltteerrnnaattiivvee
ppllaann ffoorr mmiiggrraannttss iiss ‘‘iinnhhuummaannee’’.. 

11. PALESTINE---------------------------
PPaalleessttiinniiaann pprreessiiddeenntt MMaahhmmoouudd
AAbbbbaass aannnnoouunncceedd tthhaatt hhee wwoouulldd
nnoott bbee ssttaannddiinngg ffoorr rree--eelleeccttiioonn ttoo
tthhee ppoossiittiioonn.. TThhee PPaalleessttiinniiaann
lleeaaddeerr’’ss ddeecciissiioonn hhaass bbeeeenn mmeett wwiitthh
sshhoocckk bbyy gglloobbaall ccoommmmeennttaattoorrss,,
wwhhoo ffeeaarr tthhaatt tthhee mmoovvee ccoouulldd ssiigg--
nnaall mmaannyy yyeeaarrss ooff ttuurrbbuulleennccee ffoorr
UUSS--PPaalleessttiinniiaann rreellaattiioonnss..

12. MOSCOW, RUSSIA-----------------
RRuussssiiaann PPrreessiiddeenntt DDmmiittrryy
MMeeddvveeddeevv aannnnoouunncceedd tthhaatt
MMoossccooww ccoouulldd bbaacckk ssaannccttiioonnss
aaggaaiinnsstt IIrraann iiff tthheeyy ffaaiill ttoo bbeehhaavvee
ccoonnssttrruuccttiivveellyy dduurriinngg iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall
ttaallkkss oonn nnuucclleeaarr pprroolliiffeerraattiiiioonn..
PPrreevviioouussllyy,, tthhee IIrraanniiaannss hhaavvee bbeeeenn
ffoorrcceedd ttoo bbooww ttoo tthhee AAmmeerriiccaannss
bbeeccaauussee ooff ssaannccttiioonnss bbuutt tthhiiss mmoovvee
ssuuggggeessttss tthhaatt tthheeyy mmaayy ssoooonn bbee
llooookkiinngg aatt iinnccrreeaassiinnggllyy ssttiiffff ppeennaallii--
ttiieess ffoorr tthheeiirr llaacckk ooff ccoo--ooppeerraattiioonn..

13. BEJING, CHINA---------------------
CChhiinnaa hhaass pplleeddggeedd $$1100 bbiilllliioonn iinn
nneeww llooww--ccoosstt llooaannss ttoo AAffrriiccaa oovveerr
tthhee nneexxtt tthhrreeee yyeeaarrss.. IItt hhaass ddeeffeenndd--
eedd iittsseellff aaggaaiinnsstt aaccccuussaattiioonnss tthhaatt
tthheeyy aarree pplluunnddeerriinngg tthhee ccoonnttiinn--
tteenntt’’ss nnaattuurraall rreessoouurrcceess.. TThhee llooaann
pplleeddggee wwaass ddoouubbllee tthhee pprreevviioouuss
llooaann ccoommmmiittmmeenntt iinn 22000066.. 
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OVER 100,000 ITALIAN women
have signed a petition condemning
Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi for comments made on
a late night television programme.
The movement rose to national
attention less than two weeks after
it was broadcasted.

Berlusconi was criticised for
his "cretinisation of women" after
he stated that Rosi Bindi, a political
opponent, was “more beautiful
than intelligent.”

Bindi, seemingly unaffected by
his harsh comments, replied she
was “not a woman at [his] dispos-
al”, making a snide reference to the
controversy which has plagued
Berlusconi after his alleged acquisi-
tion of prostitutes for his private
parties earlier in the year.

Berlusconi has been severely
criticised at home and abroad for
his womanising habits and follow-
ing a string of derogatory and
seemingly sexist comments about
women.

The female population of Italy,
who have been silent for several
years now in the face of the Italian
leader’s numerous scandals, are
now speaking out against these
incidents en masse.

Critics of Berlusconi have used
this incident as further evidence of
his chauvinistic attitude and con-

tinued disregard for women in
Italian politics.

He encouraged the Italian
female population to “cook on
Election Day and bring that to the
polling station to be examined”
rather than express political views.

He has also spoken negatively
about the female politicians of the

opposition party, claiming “the Left
has no taste even when it comes to
women”.

In 2007 when Berlusconi was
introduced to cabinet member and
former model Mara Carfanga he
stated "if I was not already married
I would marry you now."

Berlusconi was later forced to
apologise for his comments and he
went on to make Carfanga his min-
ister for equal opportunity. In
2008, there were allegations
against the pair for engaging in
explicit phone conversations that
were tapped by an Italian anti cor-
ruption investigation.

Sexism isn’t the only scandal
currently facing the Prime
Minister. Having lost his immunity
from prosecution earlier this
month, the senior politician seems
to be losing his grip over Italian
politics.

Berlusconi’s supporters claim
that his remarks are merely acci-
dental and that any offence caused
is unintentional. However, it seems
that the continual scandal plague-
ing Berlusconi is beginning have an
effect on his poll ratings.

What follows will delight some of
you: I was wrong. It now appears
to be increasingly unlikely that
Tony Blair will be the first
President of Europe.

Failure to secure the backings
of Angela Merkel and Nicolas
Sarkozy last week means that
Blair’s bid is now all but redundant.

In the wake of his departure,
the new frontrunner is the Belgium
Prime Minister, described as a man
“who can barely stop the traffic in
Brussels”, Herman Van Rompuy.
While low on charisma, he is amply
supplied in the department of
shrewd operation. As the second
frontrunner, he is now more than
likely to be a serious contender for
the position.

But for those who would like
to see British blood at the top of the
European greasy-pole, there is
hope yet.

David Milliand is considered
by many to be the frontrunner for
the job of High Commissioner, a
£275,000 a year role that would
require him to resign his seat in
Parliament before the General
Election. Some sources even claim
that he has already been offered,
and accepted, the job.

If he gets the job, expect car-

toonists to have fun with the image
of a rat jumping from a sinking
ship.

Miliband’s resignation would
mean that a by-election would need
to be held in his constituency, and
would occur before the General
Election itself. Even if Labour won,
Brown would be in a very weak
position, with one of his closest
allies, previously seen as Prime
Ministerial material, having effec-
tively abandoned him in his hour of
need.

With polls in the last month
predicting the Conservatives any-
thing up to a 100-seat majority at
the next election, the last thing that
Brown wants now is one of his key
political players taken out of the
game. Sadly, he may not have this
choice, and could suffer the added
humiliation of having to nominate
Miliband for the job for the sake of
procedure.

Brown’s frustration certainly
showed last week during his out-
burst to the Spanish Prime
Minister and Austrian Chancellor,
in which he said that they face “per-
manent irrelevance” for not back-
ing Blair for President. He was
wrong.

It is Brown who now faces
becoming permanently irrelevant.

Mandelson takes on the internet pirates

Lord
Mandelson
speaks to
the Labour
Party
Conference.

Cieran Douglass
CONTRIBUTOR

FOLLOWING A similar deci-
sion in France, the UK govern-
ment has recently announced
its intention to legislate against
persistent illegal file sharers.

Secretary of State for
Business, Innovation and Skills
Lord Mandelson has been keen
to push through laws which
would see frequent sharers of
copyrighted files either discon-
nected by their ISP (Internet
Service Provider), or have their
internet speeds significantly
reduced. Intended to become
UK law by 2011, it would intro-
duce a “three strikes” system
similar to that used in France.
File-sharers would first be sent
an email by their ISP, followed
by a written letter, then finally
disconnection.

Naturally a controversial
issue (some estimates put the
percentage of UK internet users
sharing copyrighted material at
60%), groups have divided into
two camps.

At the centre of the opposi-
tion are the ISPs themselves.
They argue that they should not
be forced by the government to
check what their service is
being used for. Often used to
demonstrate this point is the
analogy of roads. The govern-
ment couldn’t arrest a road-
builder because a getaway car
from a bank heist drove upon it.
Just checking all the UK’s traf-
fic will require much more
effort, as well as potentially
slower Internet speeds, as traf-
fic is re-routed through authen-
tication servers.

Even with the plans in

place, it’s nearly impossible to
distinguish legitimate users
from their illegitimate coun-
terparts (the University for
example blocks the ports used
by the BitTorrent protocol, dis-
regarding the fact that it has
many legitimate uses).

Civil liberties groups such
as the Open Rights Group and
the Electronic Frontier
Foundation are also both
strongly opposed to the plans.
While in favour of monitoring
“illegally shared” content, such
plans, if put into place open the
door for future governments to
monitor citizens’ internet use
more closely.

Many have also argued
that piracy would simply move
into newer places, a ‘darknet’ of
sorts, behind the ‘prying eyes’
of the government or ISPs.

Of course, there is an
equally strong argument in
favour of disconnecting or

slowing down pirates, mainly
from the holders of content
being shared. Record groups
such as Warner Music and
EMI have welcomed the sug-
gestions.

A campaign headed by
singer Lily Allen has given its

support to efforts to harshly
reduce piracy. In opposition to
the Featured Artists Coalition,
another group comprising
‘older’ musicians who feel that
such heavy-handed treatment
is not necessary and punishes
fans. Allen has criticised the
group, which consists of

already successful musicians
such as Radiohead, Blur and
Pink Floyd as content to rest
on its laurels, having already
made its money in a climate
where illegal file sharing was
significantly harder, and ignor-
ing the plight of newer artists
losing revenue.

One thing that is for sure
is that the music industry is
changing. Recent court cases
against popular BitTorrent
tracker ‘The Pirate Bay’ have
shown this.

Perhaps hope lies in appli-
cations such as the increasing-
ly popular Spotify, providing
free, ad-supported streaming.
It’s impossible to stop internet
piracy completely. Maybe it’s
about time the music giants
stopped trying to punish those
sharing files, and put some
effort into offering attractive
alternatives to ween them off
piracy willingly.
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‘Sexism’ allegations damage Berlusconi
Catherine Stimpson
CONTRIBUTOR

“If he gets the job,
expect cartoonists to
have fun with the
image of a rat jump-
ing from a sinking
ship. ”

Some estimates put
the percentage of
UK internet users
sharing copyrighted
material at 60%
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The Obamas welcoming Berlusconi to September’s G20 summit
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Europe marks 20 years since fall of Berlin Wall
Sam Lawson
Victoria Lee

Fraud accusations rife in Afghanistan

The Berlin
Wall today

Abdullah
(centre) has
been
Minister of
Foreign
Affairs since
2001

TWENTY YEARS ago, the
world watched the gradual dis-
integration of the Soviet Union
as the Berlin Wall was removed.

President Reagan’s famous
command to Gorbachev that he
must “tear down this wall” in
1983 echoed in the minds of the
repressed people of Berlin that
had undergone significant sup-
pression of human rights as well
as being denied basic necessities
for decades.

In Berlin, oversized, bright-
ly coloured dominoes were
placed for one and a half kilo-
metres along part of the area
where the Wall used to stand. A
nudge from both ends collapsed
the line in a gesture to represent
the fall of the Wall in 1989.
Open-air concerts, speeches and
fireworks ensued as Berlin was
brought together once again in
its ‘Festival of Freedom’ as they
celebrated the anniversary of
the reunification of Berlin.

Anniversaries of historic
events come and go. The land-

mark fall of the Berlin Wall on
the 9 November 1989, however,
represented much more than
that. Alongside the signing of
the Declaration of
Independence and the Good
Friday agreement, the destruc-
tion of the physical, social eco-
nomic and political barriers
between the East and West,
changed the world irrevocably.

The celebrations of yester-
day are an important celebra-
tion of a massive change in the
geo-political landscape of
Europe and are an important
reflection on one of the greatest
moments in history.

Over 100,000 people
gathered in Berlin to celebrate
this “Festival of Freedom”. The
implications of the fall of the
Berlin Wall are still being felt
today and, of course, as with any
such situation, have led interna-
tional leaders to look to the
future and question what has
yet to be achieved.

U.S. Secretary of State,
Hilary Clinton recently spoke of
the need to “form an even
stronger partnership to bring
down the walls of the 21st cen-

tury,” and pledged her and the
United States’ efforts towards
working for greater internation-
al co-operation.

Although the anniversary
deserves remembrance and cel-
ebration, Clinton’s and other
world leaders’ comments have
led some to question the gen-
uine achievements of that fate-
ful day. Indeed, most agree that
there is still much continuing-

THE DECISION of Afghan
Presidential candidate
Abdullah Abdullah to pull out
before the second round of the
Afghan elections has left many
questioning the legitimacy of
Hamid Karzai, the winner by
default.

Karzai, the subject of
investigation for electoral fraud
and vote-rigging by the
Independent Complaints
Commission (IEC), was
declared President the day after
Abdullah’s withdrawal.

Abdullah withdrew his candi-
dacy after his demands for a
new chairman of the IEC were
ignored. He said he could no
longer take part in an election
with biased officials and was
standing down “in the interests
of national unity”.

Azizullah Ludin,
Chairman of the IEC described
how the IEC commissioners
had come to a “unanimous”
decision to name Karzai
President and cancel the second
round of voting. Ludin’s deputy,
Zekria Barakzai, said: “It does
not make sense to have just one
candidate taking part [in a sec-

ond round] - the people would
know the results before they go
to the polls.”

Although Barakzai is
“totally disappointed” about the
way the elections have turned
out, he said concerns about the
country’s security situation and
the vast costs of a second round
of voting were deciding factors
in naming Karzai President.

However, many of
Abdullah supporters have
attacked the decision, accusing

the IEC of failing to follow the
rules of the Afghan constitu-
tion, which requires a President
to win at least 50% of the vote.
Saeed Rahi, a lawyer, said of the
50% rule: “The constitution is
quite clear on this, but this
process is now a political game
run by the international com-
munity.”

After the announcement,
the US embassy endorsed
Karzai in a statement: “We con-
gratulate President Karzai on

his victory in this historic elec-
tion and look forward to work-
ing with him.”

However, many political
commentators believe that this
election has highlighted the
severe problems with the struc-
ture of the Afghan Government.
Candace Rondeaux, Chief
Afghanistan Analyst at the
International Crisis group in
Kabul, has described it as a “sys-
tem [that] is fundamentally
broken”. She said that the cur-

work to be done on repairing
East-West relationships.

UK Foreign Secretary,
David Miliband’s recent visit to
Russia has highlighted the con-
tinuing difficulties of the rela-
tions between the East and
West. The demands Miliband
made show the West’s desire to
see democracy and the recogni-
tion of human rights embraced
by Russia. Yet again, the two

rent constitution had created a
weak parliament and, conse-
quently, an overly strong
President: “Afghans will have to
suffer another four years when
Presidential powers cannot be
checked”.

The Afghan Government is
also highly centralised. The
election debacle has left many
questioning whether the
attempt to force a centralised
Western-style government on a
country whose traditions have
been local and tribal for over
1,000 years.

Judith Kipper, Director of
the Middle East programme at
Washington’s Institute of World
Affairs, has publicly questioned
whether increased international
support. “Concentrat[ing] more
on the local [Afghan elections
next year] than on Kabul and
Karzai” could be the answer to
rebalancing the power base of
this “extremely primitive coun-
try” Kipper commented.

It has also been suggested
that increased focus on local,
rather than national, leadership
could help to reintegrate the
tribal-based Taliban into local
communities.

For now, Karzai has the
support of the international
community.

However, Prime Minister,
Gordon Brown warned that the
extra 500 British troops needed
to stabilise southern
Afghanistan will not be
deployed until the returning
Karzai administration puts into
place: “urgent measures for
tackling corruption, strength-
ening local government and
reaching out to Afghan society”.

“Security concerns
and vast costs were
deciding factors in
naming Karzai
President”
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massive powers disagree. The
Litvinenko crisis and continu-
ing extradition argument sug-
gest the idea that our celebra-
tions may be premature.

The Cold War, spanning
from 1945 - 1991, was a war of
ideologies and led to a state of
continual political conflict fol-
lowing post world war tensions.

The war was fought via a
nuclear arms race, espionage,
propaganda and technological
competition. This was effective-
ly ended on the 9 November
1989 by the uprising of
Berliners. They took hold of
sledge hammers and began
breaking down the metaphori-
cal and physical borders that
had stood for so long between
East and West.

Times and tools have
changed, and the purported
‘people power’ that the world
saw then has been refashioned.
The current political world has
altered substantially to how it
was in 1989, and the fall of the
Berlin Wall clearly had a huge
part to play in this.

However, the question
remains; to what extent?

Victoria Lee
CONTRIBUTOR

US DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

YANKANI



change in planning laws and
building regulations.

However, the figure of £4.5
Billion is a low estimate based
on spending of £20,000 per
child (the current cost of an
academy place), which does not
take into account inflation or
pupil premiums - the scheme
designed to support children
from disadvantaged areas.

The Tories have also
attempted to win graduate votes
by calling for a review into high-
er education tuition fees and
student satisfaction although
this would not be complete
until after the election, leaving
many current and prospective
students in the dark about
changes to the student finance
system.

Immigration is set to be a
contentious topic in the run up
to the General Election due to
the growing popularity and
influence of the BNP. The Tories
plan to introduce greater con-
trols and checks on immigrants
entering Britain, with the aim of
finding and prosecuting terror-
ists, traffickers and illegal immi-
grants, and controlling the
overall numbers admitted into
Britain.

Overall, although the
Conservatives have attempted
to provide a detailed sketch of
their vision of the future of
Britain, it has come across as
more of an approximation of
what they hope can be achieved.

Although flip-flopping on
their EU policy may pander to
the more right-wing members
of the party and their member-
ship, the majority of the elec-
torate has been left feeling
uncertain about what to expect
from a potential Conservative
government.

Indeed, although attempts
have been made to address key
policy areas such as healthcare
and education, the electorate
should and will demand a more
coherent manifesto before cast-
ing their votes in the General
Election.

age from 65 to 66 are likely to
prove deeply unpopular.
Although the Tories promise to
protect budgets related to inter-
national aid and the NHS, the
U-turn on European policy
leaves many concerned about
whether the Conservative com-
mitment can be trusted.

Education has largely been
ignored by the Conservatives
and they have failed to make a
clear announcement on
whether they will reduce fund-
ing. The cornerstone of educa-
tion policy is the commitment
to provide 220,000 extra school
places, the cost of which is esti-
mated to be around £4.5
Billion. This will be funded by a

Tories withdraw support for EU

The leader of the
Conservative party, David
Cameron, has announced

plans to reverse his party's poli-
cy on the European Union.

A series of new policies
were announced in a key speech
delivered to Conservative MPs.

If elected, Cameron has
pledged to amend the 1974
European Communities Act to
prevent powers being trans-
ferred to the European Union
without a referendum.

The planned sovereignty
bill would ensure that there was
greater autonomy for
Parliament although the new
act would still allow EU legisla-
tion to take superiority over
domestic law.

The new policies are seen
as a clear attempt to placate the
Euro-sceptics within the party.
he Tories no longer plan to hold
a referendum on the Lisbon
Treaty due to the Czech
Government’s recent ratifica-
tion of the treaty which will
come into force on the 1
December 2009.

Cameron responded to
criticisms after his abandon-
ment of a previously “cast iron”
guarantee of a referendum on
the treaty stating: "we will
make sure that this never, ever
happens again. Never should it
be possible for the British gov-
ernment to transfer power
without the consent of the
British people".

However, for some mem-

bers of the party these new pro-
posals do not go far enough to
address their concerns over the
loss of decision making power
to Brussels.

Two leading Conservative
MEPs, Daniel Hannan and
Roger Helmer have resigned in
protest to their party’s new
stance on Europe.

These new proposals have
been openly criticised by the
French European Minister
Pierre Lellouche who claimed
that the Conservatives have
showed “a very bizarre sense of
autism” and have “castrated UK

influence in the European
Parliament”.

William Hague, Shadow
Foreign Minister responded
stating “We will stick up for our
national interests, which
French ministers never fail to
do”.

This debacle can be seen as
setting the tone for Anglo-
European relations if the
Conservatives win the next elec-
tion. The abandonment of a key
manifesto pledge before an
election has left many voters
questioning the commitment of

“If we win this election, it is
going to be tough.There
will have to be cutbacks in
public spending and that
will be painful. ”

the Conservatives to other poli-
cy promises on issues such as
spending, education and
healthcare.

In his conference speech,
David Cameron also warned of
tough times to come “If we win
this election, it is going to be
tough. There will have to be cut-
backs in public spending, and
that will be painful.”

The Conservatives have
promised to put addressing the
public sector debt which cur-
rently stands at around £175
Billion and is set to rise further
in the coming months is at the
forefront of their agenda.

The shadow Chancellor
George Osborne has so far
announced a series of cuts and
tax rises, including a rise in VAT
to 20%, a move that would
bring in around £10 billion.
They are also committed to cut-
ting Whitehall red tape, reduc-
ing spending by a further £3
billion.

Osborne also promised to
use the reallocation of funds to
tackle other problems.
However, some have questioned
the effectiveness of the budget
cuts and state that more drastic
measures are necessary to sub-
stantially reduce the deficit. .

A radical shake up of the
welfare system has also been
discussed, with suggestions of
getting 500,000 people off
incapacity benefit and into
work. This, combined with the
likely increase of the retirement

David
Cameron
andWilliam
Hague work
on an EU
speech
(top): The
European
Parliament
in Brussels
(bottom)

CONSERVATIVE PARTY

Kate Goligher and Emily Foster discuss the Conservative Party’s decision to reverse their poli-
cies on the Lisbon treaty and what this means for the future of Britain and the European Union
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The University of York Polo Club

THE SETTING IS picture book rural
idyll. Amidst the rolling fields of the
East Riding, among the trees and
hedgerows stripped of all foliage by the
autumnal blasts, lies the White Rose
Polo Club, the unfussy, unpretentious
venue where the University Polo Club
are busy blazing a trail for the sport in
the north.

Under black November rainclouds,
laced with defeated sunlight, an intense
three-on-three practice match is
unfolding. In one of the only mixed con-
tact sports, the splendid polo ponies
hustle and bustle in an equine mêlée as
their riders, adorned in York’s smart
black and gold livery, try and manoeu-
vre an oversized ball between two
crudely assembled posts. In such con-
fined quarters – the grass pitches, three
times the dimensions of their football
equivalents, are off-limits until the new
season – it represents a beautiful spec-
tacle.

The afternoon is cold, as days this
time of year tend to be, but the warmth
of the club’s welcome easily negates the
chill. This isn’t the sport of polo as it’s
all-too-infrequently depicted on the six
o’clock news or alternative sports chan-
nels – the stuffy domain of the wealthy,
landed and royals – but all-embracing,
accessible and friendly.

Club President Sarah Freites neat-
ly illustrates the difference when the
post-training discussion moves to
membership fees. To join the club for a
year will set you back £15, which
includes a free taster session. Outside of
the student bubble, it would set you
back at least £20,000 annually to
merely cross the threshold of a polo
club, thus emphasising the point that
university polo is a million miles away
from people’s preconceptions.

Under the expert supervision of
the White Rose’s Tony Wesche, a hand-
ful of freshers, for the cost of an average
night out, are learning both the basics
of riding and the sport itself. They trot
around merrily, soaking up their first
experience of the sport, while grappling
with reins and mallet to keep their gra-
cious mounts in check. One of the club’s
ponies was formerly owned by Prince
William and, beautifully groomed by
the in-house stablehands, looks fit for a
future King. Once the initial nerves
have been overcome – most have not
played the sport before university – the
afternoon passes all-too-quickly.

Without elevating the pace to any-
thing more than a canter, the new
recruits learn how to perfect the broad,
sweeping windmills needed to direct
the ball in the intended direction. A
wooden version of the real thing stands
adjacent to the playing area, allowing
additional opportunities to hone hitting
techniques without the added compli-
cation of movement.

The secret of the White Rose Club
is out, however. York train alone on this
occasion, but the venue, just off the Hull
road thirty minutes drive from campus,
has become aMecca for northern-based
university polo clubs. Traditionally con-
fined to the southern counties, polo is a
blossoming student sport, as demon-
strated by the recent successes of the
Newcastle and Durham university
teams at national competitions.

The venue is certainly appealing -
secluded and modest, with rustic sta-
bles and outdoor training facilities
capable of staging anything from a
casual knock-about to a full-blown
tournament. Opened just two years ago
to promote polo in a generally apathet-
ic Yorkshire region, it has developed in
lockstep with the university club.

Although unaffected by the recent
York Sport budget cuts, the club are fru-
gally saving for the highlight of their
year – the La Martina National
University Championships. Entry to
this prestigious event, which offers stu-
dents a rare taste of the high life, is usu-
ally set at a budget-stretching £150 per
player, though this has been negotiated
down to £50.

Last year, York’s inexperienced
teams made a positive impression at the
Offchurch Bury Club, near Leamington

In delightful contrast to the usual stereotypes about the sport, Sports Editor Adam Shergold
finds a warm, all-inclusive and pioneering club. Exclusive photographs by Irene Sieberger.

Spa inWarwickshire, winning a number
of chukkas, though they were handi-
capped by what those present now
jovially call ‘psychopathic’ ponies. At
this level, much depends on the alloca-
tion of ponies and an unsuitable mount,
lacking in the necessary agility and
speed, can ruin even the best laid plans.

Little wonder the novice team trio
of Freites, Steph Ritchie and Molly
Riggins have been working hard on the
almost telepathic understanding need-
ed to deliver success. In the chaos of the
chukka, with peripheral vision reduced
to a blur by the speed of movement,
knowing precisely where to position the
ball, so that a teammate can capitalise,
is essential. In the aforementioned prac-
tice match, the trio find themselves on
opposing sides, much to their distaste.

The sense of community within the
club is emphasised by Jess Grundy, who
graduated last year, returning to oversee
her friends’ preparations, and the club’s
socials, notably the imminent and iron-
ic chav-themed night out.

So, what lies on the horizon for the
club? The next task is to organise the
inaugural Northern Championships, a
barometer that the sport is growing
nationwide. University teams, both
brand new and well-established, from
Manchester, Leeds, Durham and
Newcastle will offer ready-made oppo-
sition in this new venture. It is another
example of how the York club are pio-
neering as well as playing.

Not that a north-south divide is
being encouraged: the club plan to visit
the famous polo team at Cambridge
University and the Rugby Polo Club, in
Warwickshire, to benefit from different
coaching methods, different approaches
to training and different perspectives on
the game. It is all part of a rich and var-
ied polo education and the members
buzz with excitement at the prospect of
learning new facets of the sport.

In just a few years, the University
Polo Club have risen from humble
beginnings to become a powerhouse for
the sport in the north, but they have not
forgotten what should be at the heart of
every club – inclusion, cordiality and
ambition.

For further information on how to
get involved with the Polo Club, e-mail
polo@yusu.org or visit the website at
www.yusu.org/polo.

Polo was first played in Persia during the 6th century BC as a training
game for cavalry units, though it wasn’t popularised or codified until
the 18th century by British colonialists in the Asian subcontinent.
The first Polo club was founded in Calcutta in 1862 by two British
soldiers,who later spread the sport to England. Field polo,where
goals are scored by manouevring a ball of high-impact plastic
between two posts with a wooden mallet while on horseback, is
played by teams of four on a pitch three times that of a football field.
Polo must be played right-handed - left-handed play was outlawed
in 1975.Games are divided into six chukkas, each of seven minutes
with a rest of four minutes between each one and ten minutes for
half-time.Variations include camel polo, beach polo and segway
polo.

Top: Club
President Sarah
Freites with
‘Humereda’

Bottom:The Polo
Club executive
(Left to right) Edd
Davenport,Molly
Riggins, Jess
Grundy and
Sarah Freites

POLO: A BLUFFER’S GUIDE
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THE GULF between the haves and
have-nots of university sport was
neatly illustrated by Saturday’s
inaugural sports day between
James College and Collingwood.

Facing opposition from the
University of Durham who enjoy
almost endless financial input and,
in their matching red and black
tracksuits, looked infinitely more
professional, James’ pluckiness
against stacked odds only took
them so far. 

Following excellent, fighting
performances in the netball and
squash events, the day went quick-
ly downhill for James, as defeats
were suffered in the hockey and
football. 

The anticipated showpiece of
the day, a rugby match, was can-
celled at short notice, with no clear
explanation emerging as to why
Collingwood failed to send a team.

The morning’s netball clash
was nip and tuck throughout, with
James matching their visitors
point-for-point in a 20-20 draw. In
front of a boistrous crowd, includ-

ing a nine-foot high, dehydrated
Collingwood stag mascot and Neil
Lunt, the James Provost, the hosts
salvaged a tie in the dying seconds
having earlier led 18-16.

In the squash, played simulta-
neously, all depended on Gemma
Lambert  with the overall score
finely-balanced at 2-2. With the
minimum of fuss, she won in
straight sets 9-2, 10-8, 9-1 to deliv-
er James’ first win of the day. 

However, their good fortune
didn’t extend to the football, where
Collingwood were good value for
their 3-1 win in a drab encounter.
James, forced to field a team com-
prising of second and third teamers
because of UYAFC commitments,
took the lead through Ben Cooke’s
volley. 

However, Collingwood quickly
responded and equalised courtesy
of an own goal, before adding fur-
ther, decisive strikes from Jamie
Butler and Chris Wright in the sec-
ond-half.

So, with one win apiece, every-
thing hinged on the evening’s hock-

ey. In a massive anti-climax, James
were outclassed, losing 11-0. The
home side fronted up well during
the first-half, going in only 3-0
down at the interval, but the gap in
quality showed afterwards, a point
picked up by Karen Coulton, the
former Captain, afterwards.

“The money put towards them
[Collingwood] is helping them to
achieve more,” she said. “We don’t
get pitch time or equipment. Last
year, I had to pay out of my own
money for pitch hire. 

“We have good players and
they showed lots of commitment.
The James College Sports Reps are
really supportive this year.”

Tim Green, James College
Sports Rep, revealed that the com-
petition will become a bi-annual
event, including a summer version.

“It went fantastically.
Everyone enjoyed themselves and
it was very competitive. We hope to
make this a regular thing, especial-
ly with a summer tournament,
where sports such as cricket and
tennis can be included,” he said.   Huw Harrow heads goalwards during the hard-fought football

encounter, which Collingwood won 3-1. Photograph: Justyn Hardcastle

TheMixer
All sports clubs are created equal, 
some are just more equal than others THE MIXER has learnt that last

week’s football firsts’ game was
moved as the referee decided their
pitch was not up to standard.
This was due to a large amount
of “geese droppings”covering
the field - apparently a health
and safety risk. 

TM assumes the referee
is new to York University,
and therefore hasn’t seen the
general state of our duck ridden
campus. If he did, he would sure-
ly have to advocate cancelling of
lectures, evacuation and - seeing
as he objects to crap on a football
pitch - banning Langwith from
playing in the college league. 

More concerning perhaps was

the reluctance of the men’s team to
move, causing a full blown argu-
ment on pitch with the referee.
Apparently undeterred by the
prospect of playing in a field of
shit, they stated that moving
pitches would reduce the qual-
ity of the game.

TM wonders what advan-
tages there are to playing
amongst excrement. Will
those slide tackles become
just a little bit easier? The
passing a little faster? Or
were York hoping that it
would distract their opposi-

tion, like some messy variant on the
Liverpool beach ball incident? TM
dreads to imagine.

College football mystery man
Freshers week, and in a fleeting
hour of sobriety, a mysterious man
decides it will be a novel idea to
attend his college’s football
trials. Sadly, after shank-
ing several shots into adja-
cent fields in the style of
the timeless John Smiths
adverts, his attempts at
Derwent football stardom
fade to the backdrop of
mocking laughter.
Undeterred, our intrepid
hero swaps  university
cards with his perma-ine-
briated flatmate and heads
for the Wentworth try-outs safe in
the knowledge that they will always
need someone without shame to

play for them. 
Unfortunately, after a few crunch-
ing Dan Horsfall tackles, our mys-

tery man again finds
himself unwanted
and heads to the next
college in search of
ninety minutes. 
After he was
rumoured to have
made an appearance
at university trials,
TM, armed with pipe
and magnifying
glass, has got on the
case. Keep tuned for

the next instalment of Sherlock
Holmes and the case of ‘have boots,
will play.’ 

Football’s duck shit dilemma

Mid-table mediocrity Going downFlying high
Derwent have scored nine goals in
just two matches to storm to the
top of the league.  Dreamz Murphy
has netted in both of their games,
apparently unaware that you’re
meant to leave university after you
finish a degree.

The three 1-1 draws on Sunday
must rate as some of the most
uninspiring ever seen on the 22
Acres, almost as good as last
weekend’s postponed fixtures.
The teams seem to be stuck either
on one or four points.

Langwith’s defence is leaking more
than Rosamund Wood in front of a
dictaphone. Nine goals conceded
in two matches suggests the Yellow
Submarine is sinking. Never mind
guys, there’s still plenty of points
up for grabs.

www.ey.com/uk/careers

In a busy day of sport, James College hosted Collingwood, from the University of
Durham. Sports Editor Adam Shergold rounds up the action.

While the Caving and Pothole Club
only have sufficient ropage to nego-
tiate their way into the under-
ground kingdom, and the skydi-
ivng club are being forced to cut
down on parachute provision, the
Royal York University Squash
Society are raking in the readies. 

Due to a glitch in the York
Sport accounting department,
their budget has been trebled for
the forthcoming year. Returning
from Harrods clutching an invoice
for 3,000 caviar-laced truffles and
impossibly expensive French
curvees, club President Lord
Edward Hartwell Goose refused to
answer TM’s questions, swotting us
away with a solid gold raquet. 

In order to assert their finan-
cial dominance, the club have
booked all five of the Sport Centre
courts until 2056, much to the cha-
grin of the local commoners. 

After securing lucrative spon-
sorship deals with Bugatti, Krug,
Prada and Rupert Murdoch, the

Mervyn King asking for a
bailout. 

Elsewhere, the similarly
wealthy rugby club are planning
a summer tour which takes in
New Zealand, Tahiti, Bognor
and the Moon. 

Looking on from the Sports
Hall at the Most Glorious
Kingdom of Squash, the
Volleyball club, playing in tat-
tered rags with a ball of recycled
Blu-Tack over a net constructed
of chairs and a ladder remarked:
“Can you spare any change?”

The football team are also
facing a tough year following
budget cuts. Without enough
money to even afford someone
to clean duck shit off their pitch-
es, the club are apparently rest-
ing their hopes on an imminent
takeover by a Russian oligarch.
He’s currently going through the
rigorous York Sport ‘fit and
proper persons’ test.

TM will keep you updated.  
club were approached by belea-
guered Bank of England chief
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Leigh Clarke

CRITICISM HAS BEEN aimed at
York Sport by clubs following reve-
lations of inconsistencies in the
amount teams have seen their
annual grant altered by this year.
Despite Nouse revealing last
month that certain clubs are facing
financial difficulties after signifi-
cant cuts, it has since emerged that
some sports societies have seen
their budget increase by up to three
times last year’s amount.

Joshua Chipman, President of
the Volleyball Club, complained
about the “lack of support and
reward” his society has received
from York Sport “despite a sus-
tained push over the years to make
our club one of the best in the
country”. The club have seen their
allowance cut from £1,300 last
year to £394, despite the men’s
team consistently competing in
Northern Division 1A, making it
one of the highest achievers at the
University.

In contrast, the Squash Club
have seen their budget treble this
year. Edward Hartwell Goose, the
President, said that they are now
“comfortable” particularly as they
“don’t have much equipment to
buy”. As a result, their membership
prices have stayed the same and
they have been able to attract far
more participants. He called the
year so far a “massive success”.

Another of the University’s
most successful clubs, Rugby
Union, has seen its budget increase
following their promotion last year
to Northern Conference 1A.
President Rob Grant said that
increased money was needed
because journeys were longer and
therefore transport was more
expensive. He said: “The budget
hasn’t gone up as much as we
expected but I doubt we will strug-
gle this season. It’s had a positive
effect on the club.”

that the club received a “decent
grant compared with most York
Sport clubs” and would be “fine”
financially this year.

York Sport President Emily
Scott said that each budget was
worked out by “data supplied by
the clubs in their grant application
forms” and aimed to “cover the gap
between expected expenditure and
expected income”. She said that
size and success were not factors
when allocating budgets and the
clubs that have found themselves
in difficulty did so because their
previous committee “underesti-
mated expenditure”.

Yet Chipman, who was on the
Volleyball Club’s committee last
year, said that they had “included
their elevated travel costs in the
application, yet had still received
cuts.” He said that their grant of
£300 is a third of what they
expected and they could find them-
selves in the situation where they
would be unable to travel to certain
fixtures.

However, it is not just the
smaller clubs that are facing finan-
cial difficulty. Greg Gardner,
President of the Football club, said
the club would be “treading a fine
line to stay in the black” this year
despite doubling their sponsorship
income. While conceding that they
“were far from the worst club hit”
he said that he felt more money
should be given to bigger clubs so
that “the maximum number of
sportsmen and women at York can
play their sport of choice”. He
praised last year’s budget allocation
which, he said, meant “larger
sports rightly secured a fair per-
centage of the overall grant”.

Despite York Sport treasurer
Rosamund Wood saying earlier in
the term they did not have the
“financial support” to bail out clubs
that entered the red, Scott empha-
sised that York Sport had “no
intention of allowing any club to go
under” this year.

Chipman said that Volleyball
also face increased transport costs
as a result of their team competing
at a high level. He said that “a cou-
ple of slips-ups” and an inability to
organise cheaper transport would
see the club enter the red.

He criticised the budget allo-
cation for not taking into account
that minority sports clubs have less
members and therefore can expect
less revenue from membership

Accusations of unfair allocations as
York Sport budget row continues

Volleyball and Football are clubs that have criticised grant allocations

ALEXANDRU HRISTEA AND JUSTYN HARDCASTLE
York Sport President
We’re into week five of term and
the York Sport budget has been
under scrutiny from the campus
press for five weeks. However, it’s
been something I have been work-
ing on since coming into office in
July.

It’s no secret the whole budg-
et has been cut, but now’s not the
time to moan and ask why this hap-
pened. Instead, we need to accept
things are tighter this year and
attempt to work efficiently to
ensure the money goes as far as
possible.

Non-essential things may
need to be cut back on across the
York Sport board and there is little
doubt that this year will contain
complications. However, it is huge-
ly important for all of the clubs to
work together and to appreciate
the bigger picture. Although we
may be in an age of austerity, we
will pull through and the York
Sport committee is there to offer as
much advice and support to the
clubs as possible.

An emphasis has been placed
on training and increased commu-
nication from the York Sport com-
mittee to the clubs, and vice versa.
With presidents’ and treasurers’
training held in week zero, as well
as an extra financial training ses-
sion held by Ernst & Young in week
three, the clubs are well aware of
the realities of the frugality that is
needed this year, as well as the
importance of record keeping and
communicating problems with the
York Sport committee as soon as
they envisage them arising. We do
not intend to let any club ‘go under’.

The cuts to the York Sport
budget as a whole have unfortu-
nately had to be partially reflected
in the amount of money available
to distribute to the clubs in their
annual grants. However, the pro-
portion of the decrease in the over-
all club grant pot is less than the
reduction to the entire budget.

The method used to discern
the grant allocation was the same
for each club; it used figures pro-
vided by the clubs for expected
expenditure and income, not
including entrepreneurial income
such as sponsorship or fundraising.

Despite having a few teething
problems, we envisage using a sim-
ilar system next year to try to
increase equality between the
clubs. Grant allocations will also be
worked out earlier in the year to try
and ensure problems can be ironed
out before the summer holidays.

This year, more than ever, it is
important to think holistically and
remember that each club is one of
fifty-nine, each facing different
issues and finding different ways of
resolving these.

I personally wish to under-
stand each club better and, in a bid
to do so, I intend to go to a training
session with each club to try my
hand at their sport and thus better
understand each clubs’ concerns,
both financial and otherwise. I will
be blogging my progress at
www.yusu.org/sport.

Emily
Scott

The strange death of university sport

A LOT HAS changed for sport at
the University of York in the past
couple of years, and not all of it has
been for the better. The recent mas-
sive budget cuts are just one part of
this.

I had heard that some clubs
were having their budgets cut by as
much as two-thirds, and this
seemed incredible until it hap-
pened to us at the Archery Club.

My reason for writing here is
not to sound off about the budget
cuts – I’m sure this will happen
through all the student media out-
lets – but rather to give a brief out-
line of how this and other problems
are affecting sport at York.

It doesn’t take a genius to see

that a club losing two-thirds of its
budget is going to have to make
some serious cutbacks. For many
clubs, it will be necessary to
increase the membership fees,
potentially driving away newcom-
ers.

For equipment-intensive
sports, amongst which archery cer-
tainly counts itself, the budget cuts
will mean less new equipment for
the training of beginners and fewer
repairs to our existing kit. These
are things that virtually all sports
clubs at York are now facing.

Added to this major problem
are a host of others. For clubs that
use the Sports Centre, relations are
becoming somewhat strained.
Sports clubs have become enforcers
for the combined York
Sport/Sports Centre membership.

This change was made last
year and it is a good idea in that it

saves money for the majority of
people. However, not everyone is
willing to pay it at the start of term,
and you can tell people about it
until you are blue in the face, but
many do not pay immediately.
Queues build up at the front desk,
and the clubs are blamed. Having
to apologetically enforce someone
else’s rules is a remarkably awk-
ward experience.

The problems continue. When
I wanted to speak to the sports cen-
tre staff about additional coaching
passes, I was told to speak to the
York Sport President, who would
plead our club’s case for us. This
seems like a lot of extra bureaucra-
cy for all concerned, but there is a
hint of something more sinister.
Last I heard, campus facilities were
there for the benefit of students.
Now, it seems, we have to go
through an intermediary to get our

voices heard.
What all this really means is

simple. It is becoming increasingly
difficult to run a sports club at this
university. Bureaucracy creates dis-
illusionment amongst existing
members. Lack of investment
means that equipment standards
are going down and membership
costs are rising, deterring the new-
comers who are so crucial to all
clubs.

Of course, there is some kind
of financial crisis. But contrary to
popular belief, not all students are
riding it out on a carefree wave of
student loans and cheap pints.

University sports should be
accessible to all, with reasonable
resources to ensure that we can
attract and retain new members,
without having to pit ourselves
against the organisations that are
supposedly here for our benefit.

www.ey.com/uk/careers
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fees. He said that each year the club
can expect “twelve students who
want to play” regularly. This con-
trasts with big clubs such as
Hockey who, President Rob
Newton said, make “an absolute
shed load from membership”. He
said they can expect “60 or 70 new
members”, particularly with the
expansion of Heslington East, and
have increased membership by five
pounds. Despite this, he revealed

CASE STUDY - ARCHERY
Edward Russell-Johnson
Club Development Officer
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DERWENT MOVED to the
top of the College Football
League table with a thump-
ing 6-1 win over Langwith in
the second round of fixtures
this weekend. The win piles
further misery on Langwith,
who sit bottom of the table
having conceded nine goals
in two matches.

Four goals from Chris
Barnett gave Derwent the
win in a dominant display
against a Langwith team
desperately missing their
attacking focal point, Paddy
Sloan. Ed Lacaille flicked
home the opener, before
Barnett opened his account
from the penalty spot as
James Grey was brought
down in the box.

Barnett was at the cen-
tre of everything and soon
got his second as a slick pass-
ing move found him
unmarked on the left side of
the penalty area. He pro-
duced a stylish half-volley to
seal the result for Derwent.

The second-half fol-
lowed the same pattern as
Barnett scored two more
goals to cap an outstanding
individual performance. The
first again came from a
penalty as Langwith defend-
er Tom Parker was some-
what harshly penalised for a
handball in the box.
Langwith could hardly count
themselves unlucky, particu-
larly as an Anton Murphy
strike and a fourth from
Barnet made it six.

Langwith grabbed a
consolation through Bruce
Starkey near the end - their
first goal in the competition -
but it did not detract from a
performance that will con-
cern Derwent’s rivals.

James take on
Collingwood
The Durham college
proved too strong for
James on a day of sport-
ing contests, although
mystery surrounds the
rugby cancellation

COLLEGE NOTEBOOK >> P22

The weekend’s College
football and rugby in
full, plus York City’s FA
Cup first round tie
with Crewe Alexandra
and much more

Leigh Clarke
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

Hot to Trot - Polo Club in Focus

News and
match reports

IRENE SIEBERGER
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Elsewhere, Alcuin and
Goodricke, two sides that
had looked outstanding in
the first round of matches,
played out a sloppy 1-1 draw.
Alcuin looked dangerous in
the opening stages, with Joe
Cooper having a number of
golden chances, but they
were not able to find the
goal. Goodricke defended
well, particularly Danny
York who dealt with constant
Alcuin pressure on the right
side.

In the second-half,
Goodricke had most of the
chances but were undone by
a goal that came completely
against the run of play. An
excellent corner from Miles
McDermott found the head
of Paul Reiss who put the
ball past the keeper.

Goodricke continued to
press and found the equalis-
er with ten minutes remain-
ing. An excellent ball into the
box from Josh ‘Tank’ Barker
was bundled in by Dave
Coupland to seal a deserved
draw for Goodricke.

Alcuin captain Miles

York Sport budget irregularities:
Analysis and reaction inside
Criticisms have been levelled at York Sport
following revelations of inconsistencies in
grant allocations. Full story, Emily Scott’s
response and an in-depth account of the
Archery club’s struggles written by their
former President all inside
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McDermott said it was a
“scrappy game, typical of
college football” and praised
the team’s performance,
especially considering many
of their key players were
unavailable.

Wentworth and
Vanbrugh, who were both
on the receiving end of 5-1
thrashings last week, drew 1-
1. Wentworth had the early
chances, with Luke Fleet
forcing two key saves from
Vanbrugh goalkeeper Paul
Taylor.

However, it was
Vanbrugh who had the best
opportunity to go ahead
when they were awarded a
penalty after Ali Prince was
hauled down in the box.
Matt Scaysbrook stepped up
but sent his effort wide.

Despite this, Vanbrugh
took the lead near the end of
the first-half with a close
range tap-in from Phil
Taylor. They defended well
after the break, but a mis-
take from goalkeeper Taylor
allowed Matt Glover to level
the scores.

Halifax looked as if they
would continue their good
form, having beaten
Langwith 3-0 last week
against James when they
went ahead after twenty
minutes through a 35-yard
screamer by Tom Regan.

However, a scrappy
header from Aquilino
DeGirolamo on 60 minutes
gave James their first point
of the season. Halifax
Captain Mark Lund said
that they “were the better
team” and praised the oppo-
sition goalkeeper Tim Green
who kept out four late
Halifax chances.

Additional reporting by
Adam Shergold, Jake Farrell
and Henry Cowen.

Derwent hit Langwith for
six to move top of College
football league standings
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Vanbrugh 1
Wentworth 1

Goodricke 1
Alcuin 1

James 1
Halifax 1

Derwent 6
Langwith 1

THE RESULTS

Nouse analyses the Conservative Party’s
decision to reverse their policies on the
Lisbon treaty and what this means for the
future of Britain and the European Union
>> POLITICS P19
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