
THERE HAS BEEN a widening 
disagreement between the stu-
dents and their representatives 
with the University over the rise in 
prices of on-campus accommoda-
tion. A new group has formed on 
society, York Cut the Rent, who will 
be protesting the rent increases to-
day in Greg’s Place. There has also 
been a dispute between YUSU Sab-
batical Officers and the University 
concerning their role in setting ac-

commodation prices.
This is following a rent in-

crease for the next academic year 
with the average campus rent ris-
ing to £153 per week, with the 
cheapest room costing £109 a 
week and the most expensive room 
costing £190. This academic year 
the average campus rent is £148. 
As Community and Wellbeing Of-
ficer, Steph Hayle, pointed out in a 
Facebook post, the maximum stu-
dent loan is £8700 a year, or £167 
per week, which leaves an average 
of £14 a week remaining.

Students have been expressing 
their dissatisfaction with Universi-
ty of York accommodation through 

the hashtag #rentrants. As well as 
anger over pricing, students are 
also dissatisfied with the quality 
of the accommodation as students 
complain of silverfish infesta-
tions, a lack of heating and issues 
with damp and flooding. Circuit 
Laundry has also been attacked as 
overly expensive and inadequate, 
with many people reporting bro-
ken machines, clothes coming out 
marked or clothes not drying fully. 
Hayle and the York Cut the Rent 
campaign also emphasise the nega-
tive impact on mental health, and 
physical health, as a consequence 
of the financial stress of the high 
living costs at the University. A rep-

resentative from York Cut the Rent 
said to Nouse that their aim with 
the demonstration is to: “engage 
a large number of students with 
the campaign.” And that their “ul-
timate goals are to cut and freeze 
rents, increase mental health sup-
port, democratise university deci-
sion making, and have half of all 
accommodation £100 a week or 
less by 2025.”

Union President James Dur-
can expressed his opinions on the 
rent increase in an Open Letter 
to the new Vice Chancellor stat-
ing that “We must find a way to 
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UNION MEMBERS COULD be de-
nied a campus referendum on YUSU’s 
affiliation with the National Union 
of Students (NUS), if responses to a 
consultation do not demonstrate a de-
mand for the vote, Nouse reveals.

The decision comes despite expec-
tations that a referendum on affiliation 
would definitely be taking place this 
term. Instead, YUSU has decided to 
launch a consultation in the form of a
questionnaire. The questionnaire will 
ask students whether they want the 
vote to go ahead. This will be used to 
determine whether the referendum 
will take place this term as planned or 
be scrapped until an unspecified time 
during the next academic year.

In the 2 October edition of Nouse, 
it was reported that a referendum on 
NUS membership was due this year. 
In a statement by the YUSU’s Sabbati-
cal Officers at the time, they acknowl-
edged that referendums are “the most 
effective way to engage membership as 
widely as possible in decision making” 
and added that “a referendum will take 
place early in the summer term.”

YUSU must “review” its affiliation 
with the NUS every three years, in ac-
cordance with official policy. York stu-
dents last had their say on NUS affilia-
tion in June 2016, when a campus-wide 
referendum resulted in the renewal of 
YUSU’s membership of the national 
bloc for three more years, expiring in 
June 2019. In that referendum, 53 per 
cent of students voted to remain affili-
ated and 45 per cent voted to disaffili-
ate, with two per cent abstaining.

Every year YUSU pays tens of 
thousands of pounds to the NUS as a 
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Even as I whispered it, I knew the ques-
tion was foolish and reckless: “Can we 
crack open the emergency wine now?” 

It’s been quite a draining week at this student 
paper, from monitoring the troubling patch-
es of water that seem to be emerging on the 
floor of our lakeside office, to hauling togeth-
er our final extra publication of the term in 
the Roses supplement. The fact is, concerns 
about the structural integrity of our office 
foundations aside, Nouse has it pretty good at 
York. We have great access to the University 
and sabb teams, and our funding allows us to 
print eight times every year.

In short, we know how lucky we are: 
other student media outlets are not doing as 
well. Take Bailrigg FM, Lancaster’s 50-year-
old student radio station, which at the end of 
August, will lose their valuable FM license 
due to ‘budgetary re-evaluations’ by the 
University. The station that gave you broad-
casting legends like James May and Magic’s 
Richard Allinson will now be forced online, 
following a consultative survey by Lancaster’s 
Student Union. 

Bailrigg’s members thrive off the valu-
able experience and hard skills they get from 
keeping a station on air 24/7. One supporter 
wrote on Change.org that they knew “count-
less others” who owe their media jobs to suc-
cesses in student media beforehand. Another 
cited the “confidence and self belief ” that 
working at the station gave them. Perhaps 
most egregiously, Bailrigg isn’t the only stu-
dent media society on the chopping block at 
Lancaster: the main student paper, SCAN, 
will soon be losing £1 750 from their annual 

budget.
These cuts have a tangible effect on how 

well student media can hold their unions and 
universities to account: whatever you think 
of the journalism we do here at Nouse, I think 
you’ll agree that being able to house fewer 
viewpoints would not improve the quality 
of the paper you’re now reading. We rely on 
our substantial grants to print supplements, 
maintain our website, and fix our dated PCs, 
one of which is only slightly younger than 
the Minster itself. Student media justifies its 
cost.

Campus journalism deserves more than 
a future as a glorified podcast outfit. No one 
else will cover crucial stories like ballooning 
rent prices, or mental health services that 
force genuine change at the University. Fur-
thermore, as Roses draws ever closer, York’s 
sports teams will be facing Lancaster organi-
sations that have had their funding substan-
tially boosted in recent years. The idea that 
honing the skills of student journalists isn’t 
equally as important as teaching student ath-
letes to yeet a rugby ball is pretty sad. Univer-
sities should be better than that.

I’m thankful that our Students’ Union 
respects the importance of keeping all of 
York’s student media outlets funded, even 
The Lemon Press. Long may that continue, 
until the Nouse office, like all great historical 
institutions should, slides proudly into the 
waters of campus lake. We hope you enjoy 
this edition of the paper!

A NOTE FROM THE DEPUTY EDITOR...
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Study visas revoked  P.8
Has the government gone 

too far in its pursuit of 
exam cheats?

NEWS
Goose egg scandal P.5

The truth behind the 
smashed egg that went 

viral

NHL playoffs P.24
The competition for the 

Stanley Cup heats up

Year in review P.27
York teams hit new 

heights just in time for 
Roses

Sustainable fashion M. 9
How to dress well without 

hurting the planet

Clash of Comments P.14
Should we be pirating the 

TV shows and films that 
we love?

 #Bustice campaign P.14
Is the anger at First Bus 

misplaced?

The pets at No. 10 P.16
Inside the lives of Britain’s 

most reliable bipartisans

Rise of the far right P.17
Nicky Morgan urges 

caution against inflaming 
British extremists

Roots reviewed M.19
Nouse pays a visit to a
top restaurant in York  

York campus jobs M.16 
 The opportunities to make   

extra cash while at 
university

POLITICS

FASHION

FEATURES

COMMENT

SPORT

Printed by Mortons of Horncastle Ltd, Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs, LN9 6JR, UK. For back copies, 
contact the JB Morrell Library. Front images: Warner Bros, Her Majesty’s Government, and York Centurions. Back 
images: PixaBay, Olympic Games, BUCS Sport, Philippa Grafton

Patrick Walker

CONTENTS

IMAGE: JAY DYER

IMAGE: HER MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT

IMAGE: HBO

IMAGE: LUKE SNELL

Screwball comedy M.14 
The enduring brilliance 
of the Hollywood genre

FILM & TV

FOOD & DRINK



TRAGEDY HAS AGAIN haunted 
the city after a staggering five deaths 
in our city’s river so far this month. 
The victims are aged from 19-70. 
This is becoming an all too familiar 
story following a number of deaths 
in recent years. This has led to the 
family of one of the victims, Sonny 
Ferry, 19, to launch a campaign to 
fund a new rescue boat.  In addition 
to this the York Central MP, Rachael 
Maskell, has called for an inquiry 
into river safety. 

Three out of the five victims 
have now been named. The body of 
missing York resident Lee Everett, 
48 was recovered on 6 April. The 
body of a woman in her 70s was 
recovered on 12 April. Sonny Ferry 

from Rutland was on a night out 
and fell into the river on 14 April. 
Steven O’Neil, 29, from Mersey-
side died on 20 April after being 
involved in a police foot chase. The 
North Yorkshire Police have been 
referred to the Independent Office 
for Police Conduct over O’Neil’s 
death as part of routine procedure 
for all deaths involving the police. 
Sadly, on the morning of 26 April, 
the body of an elderly woman was 
recovered from the river Ouse. She 
has yet to be formally identified. 

The family of Sonny Ferry have 
launched a campaign to fund a new 
rescue boat. They aim to raise £45 
000 to fund a new rescue boat fit-
ted with a sonar system to map the 
river, among other safety features. 
Currently, the rescue boat does not 
have the space for rescuers to per-
form “potentially lifesaving proce-
dures” on anyone they pull from 
the rivers. The other safety features 

the fundraising campaign hope to 
equip the boat with include a new 
radio system alongside typical safe-
ty equipment such as lifebuoys and 
throwlines. 

The York Rescue Boat is a 
search and rescue charity that start-
ed in 2014 after several river deaths. 
The rescue boat is operated by vol-
unteers who are only provided with 
helmets as protective gear. The ap-
peal managed to raise nearly £1 500 
in the first day after it launched. 

 In an emotional message the 
Ferry family said: “Our sweet pre-
cious boy is safe now, no longer is 
he lost in the dark, he is no longer 
frightened, he is no longer so very 
cold, or in any pain, he is no longer 
screaming for help, and he is no 
longer gasping for air, it is for every 
other child, every precious person 
still breathing we need to do this.” 

After meeting with the Ferry 
family, the York Central MP, Ra-

chael Maskell, speaking to the York-
shire post said;  “Following a tragic 
fortnight on the river, I am calling 
for a new inquiry into river safety 
in York, involving all the relevant 
agencies, so that residents and visi-
tors can be kept safe by the water.”

She praised the Ferry family 
for launching their campaign and 
urged residents to support the York 
Rescue Boat charity. She added: 
“Kate and Stephen Ferry want to 
partner with residents across York 
and Sonny’s friends in supporting 
York Rescue Boat and to see im-
provements in river safety.” 

In response, Tom Brittain, City 
of York Council’s assistant director 
for community safety, said: “Our 
sincere sympathies go to the fami-
lies affected by the recent river fa-
talities.

“While placing railings along 
the entire length of York’s rivers is 
not practical, given that much of 

the land is in private ownership, we 
continue to work proactively to im-
prove river safety in the city centre 
and to ensure that appropriate pre-
ventative measures are taken.”

The council reviewed in 2014 
to improve river safety and Mr Brit-
tain said the York Rescue Boat and 
vigilance of door staff of riverside 
businesses have been “extremely 
successful in preventing potential 
fatalities”.

In response to the recent deaths 
YUSU President, James Durcan, at-
tended a water safety meeting and 
the University will be sending a rep-
resentative to the river safety forum 
meeting as it regularly does. This is 
all part of the University’s efforts to 
keep students safe. 

If you wish to share or support 
the campaign to fund a new rescue 
boat, you can find it here:  www.
gofundme.com/the-sunshine-cam-
paign.

A FINAL YEAR Computer Science 
Exam has received exceptionally 
low marks with a majority of stu-
dents unable to meet the 40 per 
cent pass threshold. An investiga-
tion concluded that the exam was 
more challenging than it should 
have been and steps are being taken 
to mitigate the effect this will have 
on student’s degrees. This module, 
Fundamentals of Machine Learning 
(FUML), ran for the first time this 
year.

The University Teaching Com-
mittee, Standing Committee on 
Assessment, the Computer Science 
Department and external examiners 
have agreed upon steps to be taken 
to remedy the situation. Marks have 
seen “significant scaling” and the 
module has been converted into 
pass/fail with those receiving a 
scaled mark of 40 per cent or more 
passing the module. The option has 
been given for students to keep their 
original mark if they wish. 

Students that failed the mod-
ule, receiving scaled marks of 39 per 
cent or less, will need to resit the 
exam, set by a different academic, 
in Week Ten of term in order to 
graduate as planned. The exam will 
also be pass/fail and sat as if for the 
first time. Students unable to resit 

in Week Ten will be able to attend 
a resit in August, though this would 
mean graduating in January.

Additional support will be pro-
vided during Week 8 and 9 of Sum-
mer Term. However, this exam and 
study period are in the final weeks 
of term which are normally left 
free for students who have finished 
their studies by this point. A final 
year Computer Science student ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction with 
the department’s error, stating: “For 
the several weeks at the end of term 
that many final year students will be 
relaxing, I have to continue study-
ing under pressure because of the 
Department’s error.”

A spokesperson for the Univer-

sity said: “The Computer Science 
Department received no complaints 
regarding teaching during the run-
ning of the FUML module, which 
ran for the first time in 2018/19. 
As with all new Computer Science 
modules, a sample exam paper was 
made available to students prior to 
the exam to help them prepare. Ad-
ditional teaching support is being 
put in place for students required 
to retake the exam for this module. 
The teaching and exam material 
will be re-assessed for the next aca-
demic year.”

Despite no complaints being 
received regarding the quality of 
teaching while the module was on-
going, the exam paper did not seem 

to reflect teaching material. A final 
year student said, “the teaching we 
received did not cover a sufficient 
amount of the content that we were 
later examined on.” In a VLE an-
nouncement for students on the 
module, the Department admitted 
its failings, telling students, “We 
recognise that the teaching experi-
ence you had for the module was 
not the one you expected from our 
Department.” The sample paper 
students were provided with has 
also received criticism, with the 
same student commenting that it 
“bore little resemblance to the ac-
tual exam paper.”

Another final year student ex-
pressed their disappointment in the 

department for “how the situation 
even managed to occur in the first 
place.” They also lamented why the 
situation was only solved after the 
fact. “I felt like their approach to 
just removing it and giving every-
one every opportunity to pass was 
nice, but it felt like they were cov-
ering themselves more than looking 
after the students.”

YUSU Academic Officer, James 
Hare, responded to the situation 
saying: “I am glad to see that a reso-
lution has been reached so that stu-
dents are not overly disadvantaged 
by a poorly set exam - credit must 
go to the academic reps in Comput-
er Science who dealt with the issue 
swiftly and professionally, which I 
highly commend them for. 

“However, this issue should 
never have arisen in the first place 
and I hope that the Department 
learn from this moving forward and 
ensure such a situation never occurs 
again. The inconvenience to stu-
dents of having to retake the exam 
and the stress the situation will un-
doubtedly have caused is incredibly 
disappointing, even now the situa-
tion has been resolved.”

This is not the first time that the 
Computer Science Department  has 
been lax with exam consistency. In 
a 2018 second year summer exam, 
students reported that a paper cor-
rection was read out in one of two 
exam halls, but not in the other, 
resulting in inconsistencies across 
exam scripts.
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Nouse would like to direct the 
membership of the York Tories to 
their new website at YorkTories.
co.uk. There, they will find that 
the domain has been bought by an 
anonymous attacker and is cur-
rently displaying an explicit pic-
ture involving Garfield and Jon. 
The domain is registered until at 
least 2020. Good luck.  

From Friday, YoYo are starting a 
trial for this term that allows us-
ers at Courtyard to order ahead 
through the app. Students will 
be able to purchase cocktails, 
beer, and wine without walking 
up to the bar and queueing. This 
change will finally allow YUSU to 
properly compete with a similar 
system in place at Wetherspoons. 

Amazon has installed one of their 
trademark orange lockers in the 
lobby of the University library. It 
will allow students to take advan-
tage of one-day pickup for quali-
fying small items, and easier  item 
returns. This is a positive change 
for Heslington East residents: 
Heslington West has had the ad-
vantage of one in Nisa for a while. 

YUSU’s ranking in the annual 
WhatUni? Student Union poll 
of British universities has fallen 
to 94th out of a field of 131. The 
ranking is down 20 places from 
its prestigious ranking of 74th 
last year. The league table is based 
purely off student reviews: 41 
000 responses contributed to the 
rankings this year.
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stop this as it becomes less and less 
affordable for some to choose to 
study at York”, citing continual price 
increases, oft above inflation, and 
the increase of premium accom-
modation. The University makes 
around £5 000 000 profit from ac-
commodation per year, according to 
the latest HESA Statistics.

The University gave a state-
ment to That’s York TV when dis-
cussing York Cut the Rent, stating: 
“Rent at the University of York is 
set by the University Rents Group 
which includes representation from 
the two Students’ Unions.”

Union President, James Dur-
can, stated in a Facebook post that 
this statement by the University is 
“blatantly false”, citing the terms of 
reference of the ‘Rents Group’ which 
state that the group “make recom-

mendations” on annual rents rather 
than set them.

The University Executive Board 
has the final say on the rate of on-
campus accommodation, and the 
‘Rents Group’ acts in an advisory 
capacity and does not have the final 
say on rent prices. Student Officers 
argue that the University have sole 
responsibility for their unaffordabil-
ity and poor living conditions of ac-
commodation on campus and that 
the concerns of the Union are being 
ignored.

Durcan said to Nouse: “Having 
spent all year firmly making the case 
to the Uni for the need for more af-
fordable lets, improvements to the 
worst quality rooms and a fairer 
allocation, we were right to go off 
on one about the false statement 
they published! The University Ex-
ecutive Board, which has no student 
representation, makes the decision 

on rent proposals each year.
“Accommodation prices are go-

ing through the roof year on year, 
forcing students into excessive 
hours of part-time work, or even 
worse, preventing them from join-
ing York in the first place - and we 
need drastic action now!”

Durcan added that: “student 
reps have been very clear through-
out extensive meetings that we are 
not willing to make any recommen-
dations to UEB that do not include 
more affordable lets, that we require 
assurances about improvements in 
the worst quality accommodation, 
that we expect increased transpar-
ency in accommodation allocations 
and that we demand an affordability 
policy.”

When questioned on the ac-
curacy of their original statement 
to That’s TV York, a spokesper-
son for the University denied that 

it was misleading at all or had the 
potential to be misunderstood. A 
spokesperson from the University 
commented to Nouse: “UEB has fi-
nal sign off on rent proposals set by 
the University Rents Group, which 
includes student representation”

They reiterated that student 
representatives do act in an advisory 
capacity and influence the setting of 
rent prices: “The recommendations 
for rent price that are presented to 
UEB each year are worked on col-
laboratively by a range of stakehold-
ers including representatives from 
YUSU and the GSA. As part of this 
process every member of the rents 
group has multiple opportunities 
to express their opinions and make 
suggestions which in turn influence 
the UEB.

“We continue to work with 
elected student representatives 
from YUSU and GSA, and have 

held four workshops to date, which 
have covered benchmarking of our 
rents using external sources, agree-
ing joint priorities, competitor and 
city analysis, and responding to any 
issues raised by YUSU and GSA”. 

York Cut the Rent remain un-
happy with the University’s state-
ment and their lack of action on 
decreasing rents: “They had an op-
portunity to talk about student ex-
periences but instead they chose to 
lie. We stand with the YUSU officers 
in calling their response for what it 
was. We can’t be constructive with 
management when they disrespect 
students by lying to their faces. 
They clearly stated students were 
involved in rent setting. This is not 
the case, as they well know.”

They are pleased, however, with 
the response of YUSU in lobbying 
the University for improved accom-
modation.

STUDENTS IN NEED of activity 
and performance space who have 
been disrupted by ongoing renova-
tions will be able to access a new 
£5 000 compensation fund after 
successful lobbying from student 
groups and YUSU.

Central Hall, one of the princi-
pal performance spaces on-campus, 
has been undergoing renovations 
for several years. In February, Nouse 
reported that student groups had 
been forced off-campus for their 
performances, to the financial detri-
ment of students and alumni.

Student Activities Officer Finn 
Judge, who took a leading role in 
lobbying the University, said: “The 
budget for Central Hall renovations 
runs into the millions - so £5 000, 
in comparison, is a drop in the wa-
ter. It’s absolutely right that we’ve 
secured this money on behalf of stu-
dent groups who’ve been disrupted 
by these works, so they can be active 
and perform elsewhere.

“If student groups cannot find 
suitable, on-campus space as an 
alternative to Central Hall, I would 
urge them to contact me or the next 
Activities Officer. We can alert the 
University and get our groups the 
subsidies they need for off-campus 
space - right up until the end of the 
next academic year.

“I’d also like to thank Nouse 
for capturing the student voice on 
this. Their coverage of the problems 
we’ve faced with flat floor, storage 
and performance space has genu-
inely made the University listen.

“We’ll continue to work in part-
nership and bring students with us 
to fight for a better campus.”

Although students celebrated 

the announcement of the new fund, 
they were frustrated to discover that 
James Hall was closed for an unex-
pected period of renovation at the 
start of this term. The renovations 
began during the Easter break but 
will continue into Week Three. The 
space is often used by sport clubs, 
who currently cannot access the 
space.

Commenting on the closure of 
James Hall, York Sport President, 
Zac Sheppard, said: “We are ap-
palled by the University’s handling 
of the closure of James Hall. The 
first that YUSU and student groups

heard of its closure was through 
an automatic notification from 
Planon saying their bookings had 
been cancelled.

“The timing of the work is ab-
surd, closing the building when 
many student groups need it to 
practice, especially in the build up to 
Roses, and with Central Hall closed 
at the same time! The University 
has to do more to think about the 
impact on students when decid-
ing on the timing for works, and as 
Officers, this is something we’ll be 
pushing for as well as the need for 
more flat floor space.”

Responding to the criticism, 
a University spokesperson said: 
“James Hall will be accessible this 
term and will be in use for the Roses 
weekend. The lighting, fire alarms 
and heating needed to be renovat-
ed and updated. This will lead to 
improved user comfort as well as 
significantly increasing energy ef-
ficiency. During the work to replace 
the ceiling the opportunity was tak-
en to repair and polish the floor and 
decorate.

“The timing of the project over 
the Easter vacation represented the 
best opportunity based on space us-
age; every effort was made to avoid 
major impact on users and all con-
firmed bookings for the Hall were 
relocated by Space Management.”

Rent row grows between University and students
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STUDENTS FROM THE Univer-
sity of York, including YUSU’s new 
Environment and Ethics Officers, 
Merry Dickinson and Mark Mat-
thews, have recently been taking 
part in “International Rebellion;” 
the climate change protests that 
have been taking place in central 
London for the past ten days in-
volved marches, arrests and wide-
spread disruption. The demonstra-
tions began on 15 April.

This follows action which has 
taken place in York, such as the 
“mass die-in” and climate change 
protests in the city centre. Interna-
tional Rebellion involves two weeks 
of non-violent direct action and 
civil disobedience, happening all 
around the world.

As Merry explained to The Tab: 
“The government is failing to do its 
job, to protect its citizens, through 
its wilful disregard of the climate 
emergency that we are living in. 
This rebellion will continue we are 
told and our Government is doing 
everything within its power to avert 
climate catastrophe. We believe 
that we have to engage in this form 
of action, as for decades people have 
tried the traditional forms of organ-
ising and yet there is still a lack of 
meaningful action. I can’t count 
how many letters have been sent, 
petitions signed, marches attend-
ed, conferences held and treaties 
signed about climate breakdown. 
Yet we continue to pursue profit 
over life itself, seen through things 
like extractive industries, and the 
fact that emissions are still rising. 
People are already suffering and 
dying from the impacts of climate 
breakdown, and this is only going 

to get worse in the near future.”
The protests have been heavily 

monitored by police, with numbers 
of arrests passing 1 000, and Merry 
herself being arrested. However, 
she was prepared for it as she went 
into the situation knowing that 
they were arresting large numbers 
of people.

As recently elected officers, 
Mark and Merry intend to esca-
late their campaigns to make the 
University take radical climate ac-
tion. This begins by pushing for the 
University to officially recognise a 
climate emergency, and integrate 
this into all their policies. Another 
key point for them is drawing atten-
tion to the inseparability of climate 
and social justice, and mobilising 
students to engage in activism. This 
promises to kick-start changes to 
the way the University handles its 

environmental impact and could 
prove to implement the largest 
changes to policy made in this area 
in years. YUSU President, James 
Durcan, commented on the action 
of the part-time officers: “It’s in-
credibly encouraging to see YUSU 
Officers getting engaged in cam-
paigns on a national level.

“Our past and present Environ-
ment and Ethics officers have put 
an immense amount of pressure on 
our University to consider its im-
pact on the environment, whether 
that be through divestment cam-
paigns or joining the Youth Strikes 
against climate change and we’re 
beginning to see changes being 
made as a result! So its testament  
to the students that they are also 
campaigning nationally to stress 
the seriousness of climate change 
on all of us.”

Compensation fund 
amid ongoing works

YUSU officers arrested during 
recent climate change protests

Lily Robertson
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Joseph Silke
EDITOR
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IN THE WAKE OF the fire at 
Notre-Dame in Paris, the ques-
tion of rebuilding has become a 
prominent one. What students 
at the University of York may not 
be aware of is that our own York 
Minster may be important in un-
derstanding Notre-Dame’s repairs 
because the Minster was badly 
damaged in a fire caused by a 
lightning strike in 1984. 

The Master Mason, 
John David, in charge of the 
repairs at York Minster, is 
relatively optimistic about 
the work that will be go-
ing ahead at Notre-Dame. 
Admittedly, the repairs 
look as if they will not run 
short of funds in the near 
future, with £650 million 
raised within 10 days of the 
fire on 15 April, while the 
Minster was repaired at a cost 
of £2.25 million. 

John David was called upon 
to work at York Minster after the 
fire of 1984. A lightning strike in 
the early morning of 9 July took 
hold in the roof, allowing the fire 
to remain undetected for a con-
siderable amount of time. Once 
alarms sounded, there was a rush 
to remove artefacts from within the 
church while 114 firefighters tack-
led the blaze; when they arrived, a 
third of the roof was already ablaze 

and collapsing in on itself. In order 
to prevent it from spreading, they 
targeted burnt timbers, bringing 
down as much of the roof as they 
could. In doing so, the fire was pre-
vented from spreading further. 

 The famous Rose Window 
was held in place only by lead that 
had recently been refurbished but 
had broken in 40 000 places and 
was thought to have been exposed 
to tem- pera-

tures as h i g h 
as 450 degrees celsius in the fire. 

David has been quoted dis-
cussing the task facing the teams 
restoring Notre-Dame. When York 
Minster was restored, it was done 
so with the aim of maintaining the 
original style, which is likely to be 
the same approach taken by those 

in charge of restoring Paris’ iconic 
cathedral. 

David’s general tone was hope-
ful as he was quoted by the BBC, 
saying that in the case of the Min-
ster: “There was no fear about put-
ting it back and I imagine that’s 
the same in this case… It’s quite 
achievable to see it [restored] and 
it’s an opportunity to show that this 
work can still be done.”

 He said initial rebuilding 
steps include removing the scaf-
folding currently on Notre-Dame, 

which was undergoing restora-
tive work before the fire. 

York’s Dr Kate Giles was 
quoted on the restorative 

process and explained 
that debris cleared from 
within the building will 
be inspected to deter-
mine what can be re-
stored and reused and 
what must be replaced. 
Throughout all of this, 

workers will have to be 
careful of any stones or 

structures that became 
unstable after the fire and 

could fall onto people working 
below. 

However, Notre-Dame may 
not be rebuilt exactly the way it was 
before. Submissions of designs for 
replacement include a glasshouse 
roof alternative. Whatever the case, 
with an expert like John David 
with real experience of renovating 
a similar cathedral, there is hope 
that the famous Parisian monu-
ment will be restored to glory – be 
it former or with a modern twist. 

The Minster to aid Notre-Dame

COUNCIL ELECTIONS, held on 
2 May, are set to include a record 
number of student candidates. Last 
Thursday, The Lemon Press hosted a 
hustings to give students running in 
the upcoming council elections the 
chance to meet potential voters. The 
event was hosted by Henry Dyer, or-
dinary member of The Lemon Press, 
and Callum Tennant, the Politics 
Editor of Nouse. 

The event was expectedly light-
hearted, presenting a healthy mix 
of political accountability, technical 
failure, and well-meaning derision 
to a packed-out SLB/118 of over 30 
people. Candidates were quizzed 
on areas of policy, as well as other 
important political stances such as 
their approval of the four classical 
elements. 

The candidates who made the 
brave decision to show up for judge-
ment were Chris Small for the Lib-
eral Democrats, George Norman 
for Labour, Patrick Thelwell for the 
Green party, and Rob Ward for the 
Conservatives, all standing for the 
Hull Road ward that encompasses 
both campuses, and most of the stu-
dent rentals north of the University. 

Currently, the student centric-
ward, where over 34 per cent of resi-
dents are aged 20-24, is represented 
by three councillors, none of whom 

attend the University as students. 
This is likely because students have 
not historically voted or stood for of-
fice in great numbers. 

This year, it is hoped with more 
students running there will be 
greater diversity. Nationally, over 
half of councillors are over 60, and 
this often results in issues crucial to 
young people, like environmental 
sustainability and housing costs, be-
ing overlooked.

The new candidates for Hull 
Road ward want to change that. 
Green candidate, Patrick Thelwell, 
told Nouse: “Councils are content to 
ignore the issues that motivate stu-
dents.” He theorises that running for 
councillor often “feels out of reach 
for young people”, and encourages 
students thinking of running to ac-
cept that even if not victorious, the 
campaign will always result in a 
much-needed “good discussion with 
your neighbours.”

There is more work to do before 
councillors reach parity with the 
rest of the population. A BBC report 
highlighted that not enough women 
and minorities stand for election. 
The Lemon Press panel was all-male, 
and all-white, although female can-
didates were contacted to appear. 
Nevertheless, the current student 
offering is a substantial demograph-
ic improvement, and a good outlook 
for Thursday’s elections.

The details of all candidates up 
for election in Hull Road ward are 
available at: tinyurl.com/hullroad-
candidates.

Students running 
in council elections
Patrick Walker
DEPUTY EDITOR

Eloise McMinn Mitchell
NEWS EDITOR

AN INVESTIGATION by the Uni-
versity has found “no evidence” 
that a student was responsible for 
smashing a goose egg on campus 
over the Easter break.

Moreover, it was discovered 
that the egg in question was already 
rotten and the University suspects 
it was likely from last year’s mat-
ing season. No chicks, therefore, 
were harmed when the egg was de-
stroyed, and it is likely the egg was 
removed from a nesting site by the-
waterfowl themselves in advance of 
this year’s mating season.

In a statement, a University 
spokesperson said: “The University 
has investigated this incident. The 
smashed egg was already rotten 
and therefore likely to have been 
from last year. It is common for 
geese to remove old eggs and egg 
shell from nesting sites at this time 
of year. “There is no evidence to 
suggest a person smashed the egg.”

The investigation followed 
outcry by people on campus and 
across the world, after a post on the 
Facebook anonymous confessions 
page, Yorfessions, from 24 March 
went viral and was shared over 
80 000 times. In the post, the au-
thor claimed that the egg had been 
smashed by a person, and threat-
ened to drown them in the campus 
lake.

Dubbed “egg-gate” by horrified 
users online, the post was picked 
up by animal rights groups and 
news organisations, who regurgi-
tated the accusation without due 
verification. Some called for the 
alleged perpetrator to be expelled, 
while others hoped they would be 
attacked by the animals in an act 
of vengeance. One noted: “Most of 
the geese I’ve met are assholes and 
I hate them, but they don’t deserve 
this.”

The destruction of wild bird 
eggs or their nests is a crime un-
der the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981. Part I of the legislation, 
which deals with the protection of 
birds, makes clear that if any per-
son intentionally “takes or destroys 

an egg of any wild bird”, they are 
guilty of an offence. Those found 
guilty can face an unlimited fine, 
six months in prison, or both.

The 500-acre University cam-
pus, across East and West, is home 
to a wide range of animal species, 
but the geese are perhaps the most 
famous residents. The geese typi-
cally mate from February through 
to April. Geese often have one mat-
ing partner and may not find a new 
one if their mate dies, instead living 
as a widow. The incubation period 
of eggs generally lasts for between 
28 and 35 days, with hatching tak-
ing up to three days.

A University spokesperson said 
of York’s waterfowl population: 
“The welfare of all our wildlife on 
campus is very important to us and 
we are particularly proud of the di-
versity of our wildfowl population 
… Anyone who has any informa-
tion of suggested deliberate mis-
treatment of wildfowl on campus 
should contact campus security.”

Students are encouraged not 
to believe everything they read on 
Yorfessions.

Joseph Silke
EDITOR

NOMINATIONS HAVE been 
opened for representative roles 
within the Graduate Students’ As-
sociation (GSA). 

Three full-time sabbatical roles 
are up for grabs: President, Vice-
President Wellbeing and Commu-
nity, and Vice-President Academic, 
as well as positions of Student Trus-
tee which continuing postgraduate 
students can apply for. 

The nominations opened on 
Monday at the same time as the 
GSA Annual General Meeting. 
Nominations close on 13 May with 
campaigning beginning the follow-
ing week on 20 May. Postgraduates 
will be able to vote for their repre-
sentatives from 24 May and results 
will be announced on 31 May. 

Postgraduates will receive an 
email when voting opens with a 
unique voter link which allows 

them to cast their ballot. 
GSA elections follow the same 

system as YUSU, which is a Single 
Transferable Vote per person. This 
system involves ranking person-
ally preferred candidates. The new 
full-time sabbatical officers will take 
over from the incumbents in Sep-
tember 2019. 

The President represents GSA 
membership to the University and 
acts as the organisation’s figure-
head. The Vice-President for Well-
being is responsible for ensuring 
the wellbeing of postgraduate stu-
dents. Vice-President for Academic 
is responsible for representing the 
academic needs of postgraduate 
students.

Student Trustees sit on the  
GSA Board of Trustees, but do not 
hold full-time jobs like the sabbati-
cal officers do. They take an over-
view of how the GSA is performing, 
both financially and in delivering 
services to students. The sabbatical 
officers are also on the Board.

Any postgraduate student can 
be nominated.

Nominations open 
for GSA elections 
Lily Robertson
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

“No evidence” Yorfess goose 
egg was smashed by student
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membership fee for affiliation. Op-
ponents of the NUS argue that this 
money would be better spent else-
where and accuse the NUS of be-
ing out of touch with the issues that 
ordinary students care about. Sup-
porters of the NUS see it as a vital 
national voice for students and ar-
gue that it provides important sup-
port and training for its member 
students’ unions. 

The uncertainty over a refer-
endum at York comes during a his-
toric year of crisis for the NUS. The 

organisation found itself in major 
financial difficulty, with Nouse re-
porting in November that it was 
running a £3 million deficit; this, 
too, at a time when the bloc has 
seen a successive series of students’ 
unions vote to disaffiliate. The cri-
sis forced the NUS to consider ma-
jor measures of reform to ensure 
that the near-century old organisa-
tion did not completely collapse.

Measures taken by the NUS 
to stabilise its financial position 
included putting its London of-
fice up for sale, applying for a loan, 
and dramatically reducing its staff 
numbers by making 54 redundan-
cies and reducing the number of 
its elected officers from 20 to 12. 
These reforms were passed at the 
recent NUS national conference in 
Glasgow over the Easter break, but 
were opposed by some delegates.

The conference also saw the 
election of the NUS officer team. 
Zamzam Ibrahim, former Presi-
dent of University of Salford Stu-
dents’ Union, was elected as the 
new NUS President. Ibrahim has 
called for students to engage in a 
national “strike” and said in her 

election speech that she hopes the 
NUS will be a “fighting, unwaver-
ing force that is primed to brave the 
challenges that lie ahead.”

The Sabbatical Officers claim 
that scrapping the referendum this 
term could give students the op-
portunity to make a more informed 
decision at a later date based on the 
reforms. A preliminary poll con-
ducted by Nouse, however, suggests 
a majority of students want a refer-
endum on the NUS this term, with 
65 per cent of those polled saying 
they do want the vote, based on a 
sample of 191.

On the consultation, Union 
President, James Durcan, told 
Nouse: “At National Conference 
2019, which was attended by five 
elected delegates from York’s stu-
dent body, NUS passed major re-
forms to turnaround the organisa-
tion and reset its priorities. These 
reforms open up the opportunity 
for the NUS to survive the finan-
cial insecurity it has faced in recent 
times and to continue to act as the 
national voice for students.

“As a member-led charitable 
organisation, YUSU wants to give 
each and every one of our students 
a say on key issues. Reviewing our 
NUS membership is something 
we have to do, but instead of sim-
ply calling a referendum, we want 
to gather a deep understanding of 
what the NUS means to our stu-
dent body. As we’ve seen in recent 
years, it’s important that big deci-
sions are based on quality informa-
tion and a strong understanding of 
why people feel a certain way.

“So, in our NUS questionnaire, 
we’re asking a number of questions 
including whether students want 
us to hold a referendum in Week 
eight or delay this until the next ac-
ademic year, once there is a clearer 
picture of what the NUS looks like. 
If you’re interested in finding out 
more about the NUS, pop down to 
our AGM at 6pm on 8 May, to hear 
from the NUS CEO Peter Robin-
son.”

SIX NEW STUDENT groups have 
been ratified over the last two 
months. The six join the pre-exist-
ing 223 societies making the grand 
total of 229 official societies. 

The new six encompass a wide 
range of topics. Saudi Students So-
ciety, BEAT society, Competition so-
ciety and Sober Society were ratified 
last week, following the ratification 
of Flat Earth Society and Military 
History society at the end of Spring 
Term. 

YUSU Activities Officer, Finn 
Judge welcomed the news: “I’m re-
ally happy to have ratified these new 
groups alongside Societies Commit-
tee. It’s been such a high quality of 
late; ratifying new societies three 
times a term has revolutionised the 
process. We’re having brilliant dis-
cussions with passionate students 
about potential new societies all the 
time.”

Ratification status is decided 
by a YUSU committee. Ratification 
gains a society support from YUSU 
in a variety of ways. One potential 
way is through grant entitlement. 
The YUSU website states that “If 
you charge more than £4 per mem-
bership, you will then have the op-
portunity to apply for a New Socie-

ties Grant”.   
BEATsoc describe their recent 

ratification and the resultant sup-
port of the Student Union as “in-
valuable when it comes to running 
events and creating a platform for 
BEAT on Campus”. BEAT society 
was originally denied ratification in 
March due to worries over an over-
lap with the Mental Health Aware-
ness Society but, due to persever-
ance, the society secured ratification 
last week. 

A spokesperson from the newly 
founded society stated: “BEATsoc 
will be a society which focuses on 
student wellbeing and tools 
and techniques to manage the 
day-to-day pressures of life at 
University and being today’s 
millennial.” Anyone inter-
ested in joining BEATsoc is 
encouraged to visis their Ins-
tagram @beatsocyork or their 
Facebook @beatsocyork.

Another new society 
is Flat Earth Society. 
Despite the name 
suggesting a niche 
belief system, its 
description on 
the YUSU website 
states: “Regard-
less of whether or 
not you believe that 
conspiracy theories 
are true, we welcome 
everyone to our events 
so please do come 
along”. The society de-

scribes itself as dedicated to answer-
ing questions such as “Is the Earth 
flat?”, “Do aliens exist?” and “Are we 
being controlled by chemtrails?”.  

Military History, Competition 
Society, Saudi Students Society and 
Sober Society are all yet to be given 
a description on YUSU’s website 
and  establish themselves on Social 
Media. 

If the 229 societies aren’t 
enough then getting your own new 
society ratified might not be as com-
plicated as you think. Full instruc-
tions are accessible on the Univer-
sity of York and YUSU websites. A 

form is required to be filled and 
ratification must be passed via 
a committee.  The committee 
sometimes rejects propos-
als. Where Flat Earth and 

Military History were suc-
cessful in March, several so-
cieties failed to gain the com-
mittees approval. Suggested 

groups included the Avril 
Lavigne Society and 

the Cheese and Wine 
society. Cheese 

and Wine society 
was reportedly 

rejected on 
the princi-
ple of be-
ing too 
similar to 
the Wine 
Apprecia-

tion Society 
of York.

NUS vote in doubt

Flat Earth and Military History 
among newly ratified societies
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YUSU and GSA launch drink 
and drug  anonymous survey

YUSU’s ADVICE & SUPPORT 
Centre and the Graduate Students’ 
Association (GSA) have worked col-
laboratively with staff from Chang-
ing Lives (York’s drug and alcohol 
service) to create their first survey 
on drink and drugs. The aim of 
this anonymous questionnaire is to 
identify current trends of drug and 
alcohol use among University of 
York students. 

The ques-
tionnaire will ask 
students several 
questions relat-
ing to drug 
and alcohol 
use includ-
ing student’s 
a w a r e n e s s 
of drug and 
alcohol use 
among oth-
er students, 
how students, 
think students 

unions should raise awareness of 
drug and alcohol related issues, and 
how students would prefer to access 
drug and alcohol information and 
support.

The results of the questionnaire 
will provide an indication of the 
needs and experiences of University 
of York students and will help YUSU 
and GSA to determine the content 
and dissemination of future drug 
and alcohol awareness campaigns. 
The overall aim of the campaign is 
to raise awareness among students 

about the potential risk as-
sociated with drugs 
and alcohol use and 
will aim to reduce 

t h e harm caused by 
these substances.

The question-
naire should take 
approximately 
10 minutes to 
complete, and 
students can 
choose not to 
answer any of 
the questions at 
any point. The 
anonymity of the 
ques t ionnaire 

means it does not ask for any identi-
fying information and will therefore 
protect the identity of people who 
choose to fill it out. It may be possi-
ble through a combination of differ-
ent questions to indirectly identify 
students. However, they will never 
use or publish any information that 
could risk identifying a participant. 
If students do provide any addition-
al comments, it is important to not 
include any information that could 
identify students, as they are unable 
to respond to this information. 

The results of the questionnaire 
will be shared with the University of 
York in order to influence policy de-
velopment relating to student drug 
and alcohol use. The results will also 
be shared with Changing Lives due 
to their involvement with the survey 
and future campaign work. A sum-
mary of the main findings and rec-
ommendations will be made avail-
able once all the results have been 
evaluated.

In 2018, the National Union of 
Students called on Universities to 
stop reporting students found to be 
in possession of drugs to police fol-
lowing “hundreds” of reports to the 
police.

Lily Robertson
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR
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Fire at Opera House

FIRE BROKE OUT on stage at 
York’s Grand Opera House on the 
afternoon of last Wednesday, 24 
April. The blaze began following 
that afternoon’s matinee perfor-
mance, after a glitch in the electri-
cal lighting caused the curtains to 
catch fire, according to North York-
shire Fire and Rescue.

Hose reels and a ventilation 
fan were used by the four attending 
fire crews to extinguish the flames. 
While nobody was injured, the fire 
caused damage to the curtains and 
cabling insulation. Cleaner Phil 
Bell, who discovered the fire, said 
that “If I’d not been there, I think 

the whole lot could have gone up.”
General Manager, Rachel 

Lane, told Minster FM that she 
was “incredibly proud” of the thea-
tre’s team for how they responded, 
and that the visiting Rock of Ages 
company had “equally been fantas-
tic throughout this.”

Customers for Wednesday’s 
performance will be contacted by 
the ticket office about compensa-
tion. The production is currently 
touring the country so an addition-
al York show wasn’t possible.

Customers on social media 
praised the theatre’s staff, with one 
commenting: “Glad everyone is 
safe and hope the incident is rec-
tified soon,” In addition to the fire, 
staff arrived on Saturday to find 
the window of the Box Office had 
also been smashed by a “drunkard”, 
according to Ticketing and Sales 
Manager, Jay Edevane.  

Oscar Bentley
SENIOR REPORTER

65
The percentage of 
students who want 
an NUS vote this 
term, according to 
a Nouse poll 



NOUSE HAS LEARNED that 
YUSU has hired an external con-
sultant to conduct a sweeping re-
view of the methods the union 
uses to change policy. The aim is to 
transform the policy reform frame-
work such that it allows better en-
gagement with students and a more 
accessible process that more people 
are likely to use. Although no details 
about the consultancy have yet been 
released, a large variety of student 
groups have been consulted so far, 
and concrete results are expected 
before the end of the term.

Currently, YUSU requests poli-
cy proposals a few times throughout 
the academic year and all students 
are welcome to submit ideas, from 
changes to the media charter, to re-
quests to change quorums for cer-
tain referenda. These ideas are then 
put online and publicised to collect 
valuable feedback from the student 
body. Inevitably, much of the feed-
back is received from a small group 
of hyper-engaged students, that 

may not represent the views of the 
entire student body. Arguably, this 
produces a set of feedback warped 
by a specific set of student groups. 
The Policy Review Group (PRG) 
uses this limited set of feedback to 
decide which policies to adopt. The 
group is headed by the Policy Co-
ordinator, who is also elected every 
February.

The hiring of a consultant is 
likely a reaction to the frequent crit-
icisms of transparency and inclusiv-
ity levelled at the process from stu-
dent media, societies, and beyond. 
The criticism of the policy process 
recently included current James 
College Chair, Jack Edwards, and 
incoming YUSU President, Samara 
Jones, writing in the Comment sec-
tion of Nouse.

When asked about the scope of 
the consultancy, YUSU President 
James Durcan, explained: “the ex-
ternal consultant has already met 
with various reps from sport, soci-
eties, student media, the colleges, 
the PRG; as well as with student 
trustees and a randomly selected 
group of students”. The results of 
the inquiry are expected “soon”, but 
for now, YUSU are “keen to hear 
even more students … through the 
survey”.
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Consultant hired to 
review policy process
Patrick Walker
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‘Sexpress Yourself’
events take place

WEEK TWO OF summer term was 
Sexpress yourself week. The week 
was filled with events about “sex-
pression” in order to help students 
talk about sex, sexual health and re-
lationships. Events were incredibly 
inclusive, with the podcast ‘Brown 
Girls Do It’ kicking off the week, a 
talk about lad culture, and an open 
evening run by FetSoc. The Friday 
panel “Sexposé” wrapped up the 
week in style. 

The campaign was run by Sex-
pression UK. The independent 
charity is led by students aiming to 
help young people feel empowered 
about the decisions they make relat-
ing to sex and sexual relationships. 
They have branches at 26 Univer-
sities across the UK, including: 
Lancaster, Cardiff, Aberdeen and 
Oxbridge among others. The York 
branch released a survey called the 
“Great York Sex Survey” to talk to 
students about their sexual experi-
ences and preferences. Comments 
from the survey were used as ques-
tions to ask the panel for the Sexpo-
sé itself. The panel was the big event 
of the week, featuring teams and so-
cieties from the University with the 

Wellbeing Sabbatical Officer Steph 
Hayle and Sexpression member, 
Rowan Kitchen, presenting it. The 
organisers mixed in formats and 
styles from various TV gameshows 
to help make the event even more 
interesting. 

Sexpression UK was founded 
in 2000 after UCL organised a sex 
education workshop for medical 
students that was meant to be “ex-
ploratory”. They provide lessons for 
students and the wider community 
that are “engaging and tailored to 
[your] group of young people”. 
Their “core offer” is targeting 14-
18 year olds. Their strengths as a 
charity come from the fact it is stu-
dent led which they believe helps 
strengthen engagement. 

Young people may find it easier 
to discuss sex with people closer 
in age to them than their teach-
ers and parents, which helps boost 
participation. There is an emphasis 
on respect within the charity that 
undoubtedly helps encourage an air 
of tolerance and empower young 
people. The charity hopes that as a 
result of their efforts, they can help 
push for a society where the youth 
can find reliable information relat-
ing to their sex and sexuality, result-
ing in lower rates of freedom from 
STIs, unwanted pregnancies and 
people making uninformed deci-
sions regarding their own bodies 
and health. 

Eloise McMinn Mitchell
NEWS EDITOR 

YUSU WILL HOLD their An-
nual General Meeting (AGM) on 
Wednesday 8 May. An event which 
gives students an opportunity to 
have an input on how the Union is 
run and to gain an insight into the 
direction in which the organisation 
is going.

Any student is free to attend 
the meeting which will take place 
in D/L/36 from 6-8pm, with some 
food available from 5.30pm. The 
AGM will include reports on key 
Union activity, reviewing YUSU’s 
accounts and encourage open 
questions. 

Union President, James Dur-
can, has emphasised that it is 
hoped that as many students as 
possible will engage with the AGM 
by asking questions: “This year, we 
want as many students as possible 
to take up the opportunity to have a 

say on the direction of their Union 
by questioning and commenting 
on what we’ve been up to - so we’re 
doing things a bit different. 

“We’re kicking off with a few 
presentations on YUSU’s activities 
before answering questions on the 
Union and all that we’ve achieved 
as Officers. We’ll be taking ques-
tions on social media in the week 
for any student that uses the 
hashtag #YUSUAGM2019, so even 
students that aren’t able to attend 
can get involved.”

As well as the core AGM busi-
ness, there will also be presenta-
tions from bodies outside of YUSU. 
YUSU have invited Stephen Tall-
boys and Liz Gatheral, representa-
tives from the University’s Estate 
Team, to come to present about 
the University’s masterplan for the 
development of campus. On their 
presentation, James Durcan com-
mented that:

“This is a great opportunity for 
students to hear more about build-
ing plans aimed at improving the 
student experience, and for those 
attending to ask questions and find 

out more about the impact.”
Additionally, at a time when 

YUSU’s membership of the Na-
tional Union for Students is up for 
review, as discussed elsewhere in 
this edition, NUS representatives 
will be visiting. Peter Robinson the 
NUS CEO, as well as an NUS of-
ficer will be presenting at the AGM 
on 8 May. Their presentations will 
report on reforms the NUS is cur-
rently undergoing. Durcan says it 
presents an opportunity for York 
students to gain an insight into the 
organisation:

“Finally, we’ve invited Peter 
Robinson (NUS CEO) and an Of-
ficer from the NUS to present on 
the National Union of Students, 
to give our York community a bet-
ter insight into what’s been going 
on! The NUS is undergoing big 
reforms to help reset its priorities 
and to make it into a more effective 
representative at the national level 
of the seven million wide students.”

YUSU’s AGM presents a good 
opportunity for students to go 
along and learn more about the op-
eration of the Union. 

YUSU to hold AGM next week

THE YUSU AWARDS season 
is just around the corner, with a 
whole host of different awards re-
cently opening up their nomina-
tions. Among these are the YUSU 
Student Media Awards (YUMAs), 
the York Sport Union Colours Ball, 
the Excellence Awards which cel-
ebrate staff members, the Love 
York Awards which recognise stu-
dent achievements, and the STARs 
which celebrate YUSU-ratified so-
cieties. 

The YUMAs, which celebrate 
the achievements of student-led 
media groups will take place on 
Saturday 1 June. The University 
prides itself in its multitude of pub-
lications and multi-media groups, 
and as such, this year’s number of 
awards has nearly doubled with 19 
different titles to win. 

The York Sport Union Colours 
Ball is an annual awards dinner, 
this year being held keep 2 June 
at The Principal Hotel. This year 
marks the 21st anniversary of the 
Colours Ball celebrating sport. 

On Tuesday 4 June, the Ron 
Cooke Hub will host the Excellence 
Awards, which allows students to 
commend the work of staff mem-
bers across the University. These 
awards were set up to recognise the 
contributions made by academ-
ics, support staff and anyone else 
working at the University who has 
made outstanding contributions to 
students’ lives. 

In recognition of the outstand-
ing achievements of students at the 
University, the prestigious Love 
York Awards will take place on 
Wednesday 5 June at the Joseph 
Rowntree Theatre.

Finally, the STARs commend 

the achievements of YUSU-ratified 
societies. The STARs were inau-
gurated in 2018 by then Student 
Activities Officer, Mikey Collin-
son, and this year new awards have 
been added. 

Union President James Dur-
can, commented:  “awards season 
is always a highlight for everyone 
at YUSU, as the different events 
are the perfect way to wrap up the 
year and celebrate the successes of 
our students. There’s nothing more 
inspiring than to read through the 
nominations for all our awards, so 
make sure you submit yours for a 
friend, committee member, a team 
or even yourself.”

YUSU awards season to begin

Niamh Carroll
NEWS EDITOR

Jodie Sheehan
NEWS REPORTER

IMAGE: ALH1IMAGE: JAY DYER

IMAGE: YUSU



IT HAS EMERGED that since 2017, 
UK universities have spent £87m 
on Non-Disclosure Agreements 
(NDAs.) This has been coupled with 
accusations from several academics 
that these so-called ‘gagging orders’ 
have been used to prevent bullying 
and sexual harassment from be-
coming public. The investigation 
by the BBC uncovered that around 
4000 NDAs had been issued in the 
past two years, with the ‘pay-offs’ at-
tached to these agreements totalling 
£87m.

NDAs are seen by many aca-
demics as a routine part of academic 
work, designed to keep confidential 
research and commercially sensitive 
information within the respective 
institution. However, the BBC was 
contacted by dozens of academ-
ics saying that the agreements had 
been used to silence them over com-
plaints they made regarding bully-
ing and harassment. 

One academic speaking anony-
mously to the BBC said that she 
was bullied by the same man over 
a six-year period at two separate 
universities. After she complained 
to her employer about the senior 
male academic, she was advised to 
leave and sign an NDA. She then 
left to work at another university 
only for the same man to follow her 
there and the bullying continued. 
She could not inform her current 
employer about the previous allega-
tions without risk of being sued due 
to being in breach of the NDA she 
had signed. 

In response to these allega-
tions, Universities UK (UUK) said: 
“Universities use non-disclosure 
agreements for many purposes, in-
cluding the protection of commer-
cially sensitive information related 
to university research. However, we 
also expect senior leaders to make 

it clear that the use of confidential-
ity clauses to prevent victims from 
speaking out will not be tolerated.”

UUK added: “It is important 
to note that a confidentiality clause 
will usually be one part of a wider 
settlement agreement that has been 
negotiated between two parties and, 
crucially, the signing of an agree-
ment containing such a clause does 
not prevent staff or students from 
reporting criminal acts to the police 
or regulatory bodies, or from mak-
ing a disclosure under the Public 
Interest Disclosure Act 1998.”

Astrophysicist, Dr Emma 
Chapman, says she was sexually 
harassed by a man while working 
at University College London. After 
a two-year sexual harassment case, 
she received a £70 000 payout. She 
refused to sign an NDA and opted 
for a confidentiality waiver instead, 
believed to be an industry first. This 
allowed her to defend herself and go 
public about what had happened. 
Speaking to the BBC, Dr Chapman 
said she wanted “to see this culture 
of silence banished and confidenti-
ality waivers being given as stand-
ard so that victims can protect their 
careers and universities are held to 
account”. UCL says it no longer uses 
NDAs for cases of bullying, harass-
ment and sexual misconduct, but 
acknowledges that “historically” 
it has “not always got the balance 
right.”

The BBC report focused on the 
story of a University of Liverpool 
employee, Anahid Kassabian who 
felt pushed out of the job she had 
been working at for a decade after 
she was diagnosed with cancer. By 
speaking to the media she broke her 
NDA in the hope that she could help 
others in a similar position. Her 
stressful situation is not unique.

The results of this investigation 
come after similar revelations about 
the use of Non-Disclosure Agree-
ments to silence victims in the en-
tertainment industry and the busi-
ness world. It is clear that the world 
of academia is no exception to this 
recent disturbing trend.

OVER 1000 STUDENTS have been 
forcibly removed from the country 
following a Home Office investiga-
tion into cheating on an English 
language exam. 

A further 34 000 have had visas 
cancelled or curtailed, according to 
a report by The Guardian earlier 
this month. The investigation has 
been fraught with accusations of in-
consistency and mismanagement, 
and many students are criticising 
the Government for their aggres-
sive handling of the situation.

The Test of English for Inter-
national Communication (TOEIC) 
came under fire following a Pano-
rama investigation in 2014 that 
revealed at least 25 people who had 
either been assisted by test centre 
staff, or had proxies take the test for 
them. The response from the Home 
Office (at the time under Theresa 
May’s leadership) was a large-scale 
campaign to ensure that supposed 
cheaters were no longer permitted 
to study in the country. 

Although the new system is “de-
signed to tackle abuse,” it has seem-
ingly cast its net too wide in trying 
to route out dishonest applicants. 
The Government’s ruling seems to 
be that the majority of the students 
who sat the test between the years 
of 2011 and 2014 had cheated. As a 
result, the campaign has been wide-
ly criticised on the grounds that its 
scattershot approach has impacted 
many people who say they are in-
nocent, including one notable ex-
ample of a student doing a PhD in 
English Literature.

Home Secretary, Sajid Javid, 
now faces calls to halt the pro-

gramme, after many students have 
lost thousands of pounds in tuition 
and rent after mistaken eviction 
from the country. 300 legal chal-
lenges have also been levelled at the 
Government through the Court of 
Appeals in an immigration scan-
dal that MPs have warned could 
be “bigger than Windrush” if not 
dealt with adequately by the Gov-
ernment. The BBC estimates that 
36,000 students and graduates 
have had their visas affected as a re-
sult of the policy since 2014.

To complicate matters, many 
of the students who had to leave 
the country as a result of the crack-

down found themselves unable to 
immediately appeal the decision. 
As the investigation rolled on, the 
Home Office’s hostile environment 
policy simultaneously removed ap-
peal rights and legal aid for immi-
grants facing deportation orders. 

Those engaged in legal cases 
against the Government have found 
submitted evidence to be inade-
quate in building cases for deporta-
tion. As Nouse goes to press, Sajid 
Javid has noted that he is “sympa-
thetic” to the plight of the students, 
but has not yet outlined his solution 
to the problem, which is “at the top 
of his priority list,” according to The 
Guardian.

Students are reportedly hav-
ing to put their “lives on hold” as a 
result of the Home Office’s actions. 
Wahid Raman, a 29-year-old grad-
uate originally from Bangladesh, 
says he has had “all his rights” taken 
away. Speaking in English to Victo-
ria Derbyshire, he said that he had 

lost access to jobs, to renting, and to 
travelling using his driver’s license: 
“It’s like an open prison”. Even after 
Raman took another English test 
in an effort to prove his fluency, the 
Home Office was unrelenting, writ-
ing that his “conduct” and “charac-
ter” make it undesirable for him to 
remain in the country. Today, MPs 
such as Labour’s John Timms have 
criticised the government for leav-
ing honest graduates “in limbo” and 
have called the Government re-
sponse to the crisis a “disgrace.”

For their part, the Home Office 
has issued a statement saying: “The 
2014 investigation into the abuse of 
English language testing revealed 
systemic cheating, which was indic-
ative of significant organised fraud. 
The home secretary has listened to 
the points raised by MPs and other 
groups and has asked for further 
advice from the department.” No 
solution to the crisis has yet been 
announced.

Meanwhile, students apply-
ing from the EU may have to face 
higher fees starting in 2020. Cur-
rently, EU students pay the same 
as ‘home status’ students around 
£9000 per year. This is unlikely to 
remain the case in the aftermath of 
Brexit. Nick Hillman of the Depart-
ment for Education warned that 
universities need 18 months notice 
of changes for student applications. 
Hillman stressed the necessity of 
delays to Brexit being stopped in 
order to modify application pro-
cesses accordingly. 

The Scottish Government has 
already promised that students ap-
plying to study in autumn of 2020 
(next year’s graduating cohort) will 
have home fee status in Scotland; 
which is no fees. The University 
and College Union said that Britain 
is pulling up a drawbridge on inter-
national students in response to the 
potential change. 
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As an LGBT person, the inten-
sified handwringing in the 
media over “gay issues’ hasn’t 

exactly gone unnoticed to me. I 
can’t recall a time since the legalisa-
tion of equal marriage that so many 
straight, white men have taken it 
upon themselves to debate my right 
to exist. Living at university, in what 
we are so frequently reminded is a 
“safe space”, these matters can feel a 
world away. Do not be deceived. Not 
all is well in our ivory tower. No, we 
are not facing an outbreak of homo-
phobic lynching in the leafy student 
suburbs of York. 

However, with the mishandling 
of several LGBT issues by the Uni-
versity over the last year, and given 
our political climate, I am far from 
confident going forward. The deci-
sion by the Philosophy Department 
to extend its platform to a promi-
nent anti-trans thinker to deliver 
a talk on exactly that issue, namely 
why trans women are effectively not 
real women, is what has garnered 
the most attention. 

This speaker was paid by the 
University, was permitted to specify 
who could be in attendance, and re-
fused to answer questions. Under-

graduates who attempted to gain 
entry were simply sent away. 

This is clearly problematic. I 
do not intend to be another whing-
ing leftist, demanding that we “no-
platform” a controversial thinker. 
I, along with most sensible people, 
believe that university should be a 
space for the transmission of ideas 
freely. But that is not what takes 
place in a closed invitation, no-
questions environment. 

The University should feel free 
to invite and fund any and all speak-
ers who are willing to engage in a 
genuinely open discussion where 
opinions and ideas can be chal-
lenged and tested. Or should they? 
I do not imagine that anyone would 
think it appropriate to extend an 
invitation to, say, a racial hygienist, 
regardless of whether they were tak-
ing questions. Perhaps you would 
say, well yes, but those people do 
not have a serious point to make. 
Neither, I contend, to TERFs or 
any other anti-LGBT activist. But 
here we are, and it is exactly that 
situation in which we find ourselves. 
There is, I would posit, a solution to 
this: quite simply, we need to estab-
lish far more rigorously the terms 
of the debate in which discussions 
about gender and sexuality take 
place. Extending my rather vapid 
analogy with ethno-nationalists, 
which I acknowledge is at best ten-
uous but at least is demonstrative, 
the reason we would feel so uncom-

fortable listening to a prominent 
far-right figure is because we know 
exactly where the line is. Take as an 
example: a recent article published 
in the New Briton by a prominent 
conservative York student, enti-
tled ‘Trans Activism is Becoming 
a Risk to Women’. In it, the writer 
referred to trans women as “biologi-
cal men”; the piece elaborated that 
while it was a prerogative of anyone 
to “liv[e]… in a way they see fit,” it 
should not impact “real” women. 

The baseless assertions multiplied: 
the constabulary were being or-
dered to arrest those who “misgen-
der”; that unisex bathrooms were 
the site of 90 percent of rapes. Ig-
noring the fallacious statistics and 
ludicrous argumentation, I would 
call attention to the very terms of 
the debate here. It would not be dif-
ficult, rather than throwing around 
terms like “biological men” or any 
other such term, to refer to people 
as ‘assigned male at birth’ (AMAB) 
or something similar. Why should 
the privileged majority be allowed 
to deny the agency and identity of 

one of society’s most vulnerable 
groups? Perhaps we have found a 
line. It would be disingenuous to 
point the finger at militant conserv-
atives as the sole or even primary in-
stigators of problematic discourse. 
Many of those who are perfectly 
liberal, intersectional and compas-
sionate err in much the same way. 
The fact that the establishment is 
primarily composed of these types 
institutionalises and reproduces the 
issues our allies seek to combat. 

A prime example of this would 
be last year’s decision to redesig-
nate the YUSU Women’s Officer as 
Women’s and Non-Binary. Obvious-
ly, I was delighted at the progres-
sive step to extend representation. 
However, I ask readers to pause and 
consider the optical and structural 
implications of such a move. Non-
binary people effectively become a 
footnote, permanently othered as a 
consideration for women to resolve. 

How, exactly, would a hetero-
sexual cisgendered woman would 
be appropriate to address my con-
cerns as a non-binary AMAB, is im-
possible to tell; it would be equally 
ridiculous for me to seek to remedy 
the ills women face on campus. I 
suspect that, as with the semi-liter-
ate ramblings of our friends on the 
right, it stems from not only a lack 
of understanding but an unwilling-
ness to understand. It seems per-
fectly logical to think: “Ah yes, non-
binary people. I respect them; but 

I’m never going to be non- binary, so 
I’ll never get it, so they can do that 
in a special safe space away from our 
concerns.” It is there, in that liminal 
site, cast out and misunderstood 
even by our allies, that gender and 
sexual minorities fall prey to attack. 
It would be very well to simply cri-
tique the dynamics of oppression at 
play and offer no practical solutions. 
However, I like to think I leave my 
intellectual masturbation behind 
in the English classroom, and can 
hopefully deal in the concrete still 
from time to time. 

The principal obstacle to real 
progress in debates surrounding 
gender and sexuality is clearly a lack 
of understanding of not just how to 
“handle” these matters, as in tiptoe 
around offence, but an actual grasp 
of what is being discussed, the intel-
lectual grounding of gender studies. 
If the big wigs in YUSU grasped the 
meaning of their actions, I do not 
think they would have proceeded as 
they did. 

Obviously, the University needs 
to allow open invitation and ques-
tions to any speakers they invite, 
but there must be an insistence that 
intellectual debate be held in the 
terms of the minority whose agency 
they can so flippantly query. 

Those on all sides of the debate 
can no longer push gender minori-
ties into a vulnerable, other space; 
respect us, embrace us, understand 
us and then we can talk.

The myth of the University’s supposed safe space
The cliché campus tolerance is a facade hiding a growing issue of trans discrimination and ignorance  
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Welcome to the Nouse 
Comment section. Six 
pages and eleven articles 

worth of York students and their 
opinions. What could possibly be 
better than that? 

All our writers exhibit their 
individual opinions in their own 
original way and giving these writ-
ers a platform to publish them is 
why I love the Comment Section so 
much.  

People can pretty much write 
whatever they want, within reason, 
and we can help them share it with 
the small proportion of the world 
(the University of York) who actu-
ally read the paper.   

There is, however, one issue 
you will not find in this section, for 
this issue at least. The word we all 
hate to hate: Brexit. It is ironic that 
I’m now talking about it at all, thus 
giving it far more attention than it 
deserves.

Its exclusion is no accident, 
however, so I think it’s important 
to explain why I’m wasting this 
space on it and why something 
which by all means is of incredible 
significance, does not feature at all 
within these pages.   

There are two real reasons 
this is the case, a conscious and 
sub-conscious. The conscious one 
being that, as a team, we are sick 
of it. The word now immediately 
instils annoyance in the same way 
words such as “chillax” do when 
they’re used. In lectures its men-
tion is groaned at in the same way 
a child might groan at the thought 
of the dentist. Our extraction from 
the EU can certainly be regarded 
as similarly as painful as the ex-
traction of a tooth, and no one likes 
a dentist just like no one seems to 
enjoy Brexit. 

At Comment we’ve been mak-
ing a conscious effort to distinguish 

ourselves from the Politics Section 
(yes, we do actually have one, it’s 
pg.16-17). In order to do this, we 
need opinions on a wide range of 
topics and not just political ones.   

There are simply more impor-
tant or interesting issues for people 
to write about. Yes, whether we 
should be paying to watch Game 
of Thrones isn’t necessarily of the 
same global significance as Brexit 
but I know what I’d rather read two 
writers argue about.  

It’s not just about entertain-
ment either. Several of our articles 
touch on significant issues that 
would potentially otherwise not be 
given the air time they deserve.   

The second reason there’s no 
Brexit on these pages is that no 
one wanted to write about Brexit 
anyway. I’m sure people who are 
finding Brexit incredibly entertain-
ing still exist but where actually are 
you? Every issue we put out sug-
gestions for our writers but they 
also pitch their own ideas. No one 
is pitching Brexit articles.   

I think the main reason for 
this is that most of the opinions 
have all already been written. To 
write an opinion piece you’ve got 
to have some sort of fairly original 
opinion. Despite every comedian 
having their own whacky analogy 
for what Brexit is, even their origi-
nality seems to be drying up.   

Another reason; and perhaps 
the most important reason is that 
people agree that there’s more in-
teresting stuff going on. It’s not just 
us who think there’s better stuff to 
talk about. Original takes on Brexit 
are hard to come by: why should 
we devote time to that when there 
are more interesting issues?

I do seriously feel the hypoc-
risy of this piece. Giving so much 
space to a topic to claim it isn’t in-
teresting doesn’t sound like a great 
idea. However, I think it’s impor-
tant for us to justify our decision 
to exclude such an important topic. 

Despite this I am left wonder-
ing whether I should’ve just writ-
ten this note on Diane Abbott’s 
mojito instead. 

Jonathan 
Wellington 

On Good Friday, the world 
woke up to the news that a 
young journalist had been 

murdered on the streets of Derry 
while covering the riots there. Per-
haps onlookers were not overly sur-
prised that a young journalist had 
been killed in a historically troubled 
area; but, for the people of North-
ern Ireland, the murder of Lyra 
McKee provoked fear that peace is 
under threat.

Lyra McKee was a 29-year old 
journalist, killed by dissident Re-
publicans participating in riots in 
Creggan, Derry. The timing of her 
death, the night before Good Fri-
day, was particularly poignant. The 
Good Friday Agreement brought an 
end to the Troubles. Lyra was what 
she called a “ceasefire baby”; she 
wrote in a piece: “We were the Good 
Friday Agreement generation, des-
tined to never witness the horrors of 
war but to reap the spoils of peace.” 
Yet, despite the promises made, 
Lyra wasn’t safe from violence, and 
was killed by those who aim to de-
rail the peace in NI while doing her 
job as a journalist.

I grew up in Northern Ireland 
and am eight years younger than 
Lyra; I can attest that, certainly for 
my generation, “the Troubles” seems 
well-confined to the past. While 
there are obvious remnants of sec-
tarianism in Northern Ireland, that 
there was a time when bomb alerts 
were daily, and shoppers were secu-
rity searched, seems alien. For many 
generations before mine, they grew 
up with constant headlines of sec-
tarian violence which pervaded the 
North of Ireland. Instead, I grew 
up watching news about the shared 
government between Unionists and 
Nationalists.

Lyra’s generation and my own 
grew up with the optimistic back-
drop of the peace process. Yet, given 

recent developments, it is easy to 
be pessimistic about the future of 
Northern Ireland. Lyra’s murder 
was like something from the dark-
est days of the Trouble. The dissi-
dent Republican “New IRA” have 
claimed responsibility for her death, 
but there is nothing new about the 
hateful ideas they profess. Saraodh, 
a dissident Republican party, issued 
a half-hearted apology for the “acci-
dental” death of Lyra, who, in their 
twisted version of events, was killed 
by “a republican volunteer attempt-
ed to defend people from the PSNI/

RUC”. This statement echoes those 
made by paramilitaries in the Trou-
bles, who would always defend the 
murders of ordinary people on the 
basis that it was an “accident” on the 
way to the goal of killing “legitimate 
targets”. This depressing rhetoric 
drags Northern Ireland back to a 
time when the supposed “acciden-
tal” deaths of innocent people was 
commonplace.

In addition to Lyra’s tragic 
death, the once highly-regarded 
shared government in Stormont has 
been suspended for over two years. 
Politicians in the North of Ireland 
seem in no rush to re-establish the 
shared government, considered a 
bedrock of peace.

Perhaps there is every reason to 
be depressed about Northern Ire-
land’s future, certainly when I woke 
up to the news of Lyra’s death I felt 
emotionally drained. But it is the 
life of Lyra McKee and others like 
her that gives me hope for Northern 
Ireland.

When those in Great Britain 
and beyond think of Northern Ire-
land, I imagine two prevalent imag-
es come to mind; paramilitary men 

in masks and, in recent times, the 
MPs of the DUP with their naysay-
ing social conservatism. These peo-
ple are not Northern Ireland; Lyra 
is Northern Ireland.

Lyra was a talented young jour-
nalist. She wrote for Buzzfeed and 
The Atlantic’s website, among other 
publications, and she was an editor 
for Mediagazer, a website based in 
Silicon Valley. She was an author 
who had published her first book 
and had signed a two-book deal. 
In 2016, Lyra was listed in Forbes’ 
“Thirty Under Thirty” list of promi-
nent young people working in the 
European news media. Lyra was 
also an LGBT+ activist; a moving 
letter she wrote to her 14-year old 
self about growing up gay in North-
ern Ireland went viral in 2014. Most 
importantly, by all accounts she was 
consistently kind and loving.

Rather than viewing Northern 
Ireland as a place of sectarianism 
and violence, it should be seen as 
a place that produces people like 
Lyra. People with talent and drive, 
who work hard to achieve their 
dreams. People who are passion-
ate about causes beyond green and 
orange politics. People who care 
about others and want to make the 
world better. If Britannia is the per-
sonification of Britain and Erin the 
personification of Ireland, perhaps 
Lyra is the personification of the 
Northern Ireland I know.

It is Northern Ireland that al-
most unanimously condemned Ly-
ra’s death, and one that loudly de-
clared “Not in our name”, painting 
the mantra on walls and splashing 
it across social media. The outcry 
over the young woman’s death has 
shown that there is no desire to re-
turn to the “dark old days”. There 
was also a telling moment during 
Lyra’s funeral on Wednesday when 
Father Martin Magill asked why it 
had taken the death of a 29-year old 
woman to get politicians together; 
this prompted a standing ovation 
from the packed cathedral. The 
message was clear: Northern Ire-
land wants progress, it is now up to 
our politicians to deliver.
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Niamh Carroll

Lyra’s death shows our problems, her life shows our potential
The people demand progress 
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“The elephant in the room: The impending Brexit crisis.”

Lyra is the 
personification of
the Northern
Ireland I know
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The fire of Notre-Dame is a 
tragedy of Shakespearian 
proportions. Having been a 

fixture of the Parisian skyline for 
the past 1000 years, it is more than 
a building, but a beacon of the city, 
of France’s heart. The shocking na-
ture of its fire shows how old cul-
tural buildings across Europe need 
urgent restorations done: no more 
putting off due to inconvenience or 
a culture of we’ll-do-it-later. 

Most prominently for the UK, 
Notre-Dame’s fire should be a 
wakeup call for the Palace of West-
minster, and MPs need to vote for a 
total restoration, rather than resto-
ration in small increments. But the 
fire was also a metaphor for how 
inaction and inequality is crippling 
Western society. It’s a feeling that 
has been expressed by critics across 
Twitter, that Notre Dame’s fire was 
an emblem for revealing sinister 
lurking social imbalance. 

Depending on varying re-
ports, €850 has been donated by 
Europe’s super rich to restore the 
monument. France’s richest man, 
Bernard Arnault, owner of Louis 
Vuitton, pledged €200 million to 
the Cathedral – the same Bernard 
Arnault who was exploring a bid 
for Belgian citizenship a few years 

ago to take advantage of its ultra low 
tax status. €100 million was pledged 
by billionaire François-Henri Pin-
ault, the chairman of the group that 
owns Gucci and Yves Saint Laurent, 
French cosmetics firm pledged an-
other €200 million, and old com-
pany Total €100 million. On top of 
this, French President Emmanuel 
Macron launched an international 
fundraising campaign to rebuild the 
cathedral. This is rather sickening. 

A national French construction 
economists union estimated that as 
little as €300 million to as much as 

€600 million may be required to 
repair the cathedral, meaning that 
due to the actions of a few super rich 
within days, Notre-Dame could po-
tentially be restored twice over.

 Just imagine what good could 
be done for society if the super rich 
were made to give up their mass re-
serves of capital, most of which they 
will never spend and will simply sit 
in offshore bank accounts. What is 

even more outrageous is the in-
ternational fundraising campaign 
launched by Macron. 

Notre-Dame is owned by the 
state, if the state wants to fund 
something this should be done 
through progressive taxation, not 
appealing for donations: imagine 
if a world leader called for dona-
tions in order to fund a govern-
ment department? It’s unheard 
of. In the wake of the Gilet-Jaunes 
movement and riots, which were a 
fight back against the burden of tax 
reforms falling on the French mid-
dle and working classes rather than 
the wealthy, this new found philan-
thropy leaves a sour taste. Progres-
sive taxation, such as AOC’s that 
call for a 70 per cent tax on wealth 
over $10 million, should be used 
to fund not only the restoration of 
Notre-Dame, but services across 
France which will improve inequal-
ity. Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of 
Notre-Dame has been recalled due 
to the tragedy which has just befell 
its location, but perhaps the fire is 
more an emblem of Hugo’s other 
well known work: Les Misérables. 
150 years on from the publication 
of Les Mis, we’re reminded that the 
intense inequality in French society 
the novel shone a light on has not-
disappeared. 

The other symbol Notre-Dame 
has become is one of our govern-
ments’ inabilities to take action 
on the biggest threats facing our 
societies. No, the part destruction 
of a cathedral may not be a major 

threat, however much it means 
to the people of France, it is just 
a building after all. But officials 
at Notre-Dame had been calling 
for more money to fix the decay 
across the cathedral for years. 
No wealthy donor came to its 
rescue then, only for an obscene 
amount to be pledged only when 
it was too late. 

In the wake of a fortnight 
of climate protests taking over 
London and spanning across the 
globe, climate change however 
is still an existential threat that 
our politicians fail to take ac-
tion on. Yes, like Notre-Dame, 
they may do something, incre-
mentally looking to restore the 
building, or incrementally look-
ing to decrease our impact upon 
the planet and its ecosystems. 
But it’s at a pace nowhere near 
fast enough (with all the insuf-
ferable back patting about what 
little they are doing not helping 
either). 

The super rich pledging 
billions to protect countries 
and themselves against climate 
breakdown 50 years down the 
line is useless – action needs 
to be taken now before it’s too 
late. Because, unlike the roof of 
a building, we can’t just rebuild 
the Earth. Notre-Dame’s fire 
should be a wakeup call. It’s not 
just about the state of our cultur-
al monuments, but for all it rep-
resents. Inequality. Inaction. In-
difference to our societies’ flaws.

Action needs to 
be taken now ... 
because unlike 
Notre Dame we 
can’t rebuild the 
Earth

Oscar Bentley

You may not have noticed but 
your ‘elected’ National Union 
of Students (NUS) delegates 

attended the annual NUS confer-
ence in Glasgow. With exceptionally 
low turnout, I somehow got elected. 
I must have more friends than I 
thought. Four other delegates in-
cluding the Union President and 
myself set off to Glasgow to a con-
ference that the majority of stu-
dents don’t know takes place, for an 
organisation mostly seen as nothing 
more than a discount card. 

I’m a Conservative, as those 
who know me will be well aware of. 
So, I’ve been asked to write a piece 
for Nouse about my experience of 
the conference from the point of 
view of a conservative delegate. So 
how would I describe by experience 
of the conference in one word: un-
surprising. 

This conference was ‘historic’, 
well, in the sense that the NUS fi-

nally realised they actually needed 
to do something about their finan-
cial situation and reform before 
they go bankrupt. So, during the 
first-time delegate training at 10am 
on the first day, we were advised 
by those running the show to vote 
through these reforms. 

The first day itself was presi-
dential elections. As you walk into 
the conference centre during breaks, 

you are bombarded by various indi-
viduals wearing different coloured 
shirts and stickers indicating the 
faction they’re endorsing and ask-
ing you to vote for. Remember that 
most students at NUS are not there 
to represent the actual students at 
their respective universities. They 
are there to promote their radical 
political philosophy. On one leaflet, 
a candidate proudly declared her-

self a “revolutionary socialist”. I can 
say, as a Conservative, she did not 
get my vote as I’m not sure how well 
I’d come out of a revolution. 

Factions are a defining feature 
of NUS. People check their What-
sApp and various messenger apps 
to check how to vote. This unfor-
tunate, as ideology often gets in the 
way of debating what actually mat-
ters for students around the coun-
try. I decided before the conference 
that I would not get involved in fac-
tions, which was a good decision as 
the closest thing to a Tory faction 
was run by my friend from school. 
Let’s just say they were the smallest 
and most unpopular faction, using 
procedural motions to filibuster. 
This year the Presidency shifted to 
the left, undoing the good work on 
reform done by Shakira Martin. 

As I have mentioned, this year’s 
conference was one of the most 
important in the NUS’s almost 
100-year history. It faced financial 
collapse if reforms to the whole or-
ganisation were not passed. This 
was a controversial aspect of this 
year’s conference with many del-
egates from the left not happy with 
the reforms required to gain the 

bank loan and keep to the NUS ob-
ligations as part of the loan. While 
I’m against the NUS, I felt that it 
was important to vote for the re-
forms as it should be students at 
York who decide whether we wish to 
stay part of this organisation; vot-
ing to sabotage it would not be the 
morally right thing to do. I’d rather 
York students voted to leave via an 
on-campus referendum, and we 

must get that choice. Reforms were 
passed but unfortunately, so many 
amendments passed that I question 
how sensible this was, considering 
that the agreed upon loan relied 
upon the reforms passing pretty 
much unchanged. 

I was very content that this 
year’s York delegation represented 

a wide range of views. I believe this 
resulted in all York students having 
a voice at this conference. 

After the reform motions had 
been debated it moved onto mo-
tions, which are submitted by vari-
ous students’ unions across the 
country. These range from motions 
relevant to students and motions 
that are a complete waste of time. 
The NUS would benefit from some 
honesty about the extent of its influ-
ence, although I was amused when 
someone advocated nationalisation 
of 150 of the top banks and compa-
nies. Motions included aspirations 
like this on issues that the NUS 
have little chance of influencing, yet 
hours are wasted on them. 

Being a conservative delegate at 
NUS conference will not make you 
the most popular, but I felt proud 
to represent those views that do ex-
ist on campus and deserve a voice 
on the national student stage. With 
the NUS still on the brink, and stu-
dents’ unions disaffiliating, should 
we jump before the ship sinks? I 
believe we deserve a say and in an 
on-campus referendum after my 
experiences at conference, I would 
vote to disaffiliate.

Want to write for us? Email comment@nouse.co.uk...
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Why value a building over the planet’s future?
If only the population had the same concern for our environment that they seem to have for our buildings 

Students at York must have a say on the NUS
Robert Ward

After representing York at the NUS conference, I believe we need a referendum to escape the chaos

      Tuesday 30 April 2019

IMAGE: VENEZUELA

”

IMAGE: MILLIPED

Ideology often
gets in the way 
of debating what 
actually matters ”

It should be 
students at York 
who decide 
whether we wish 
to stay with NUS”



A lot of people are forgetful. 
Mistakes are easy to make, 
and things are often ac-

cidentally neglected or missed out. 
This is what I told myself through-
out school and college when my 
culture was continually ignored, 
downplayed or on occasion denied 
across the curriculum. Only having 
reached university do I understand 
that this is much more than a mis-
take, and that the colonial oppres-
sion that still permeates society is 
one I can – and should – rail against.

The biggest problem for me is 
that Ireland’s colonial past is one 
that is often ignored. Even in writ-
ing this article, I’m aware that it is a 
somewhat divisive topic, and might 
easily incite the same defensive re-
action I get when trying to explain 
the existence of anti-Irish prejudice 
(of course it "counts"). 

The reality of the situation is 
that Ireland spent over 300 years 
under colonial rule. Its citizens 
were robbed of rights on numer-
ous occasions. The language and 
culture were criminalised. Ireland 
itself was divided up among Eng-
lish landowners who ruled over the 
native Irish. Colonial power was 
only lifted in the South in 1921 – 

the year of partition. Northern Ire-
land, in the eyes of many, remains 
a colony.

Perhaps this isn’t some sin-
ister plot to smooth over colonial 
relations – perhaps this is just con-

sidered obsolete, or less rel-
evant to those controlling 
our educational system. 
Perhaps I’m overly sensi-

tive to the cause. We study 
many instances of colonial or 

post-colonial rule. We’ve been 
taught the incredible repercus-
sions of civil war and anti-mo-
narchic revolts: I could explain 

in detail the events leading up to and 
following the French Revolution 
(dated and drummed into my head 
by year eight history), as well as the 
aftershock effects rippling through 
Britain. But while I was told about 
the Jacobite rebellion, and Roman-
ticism’s republican sympathies, the 
1798 United Irishmen Rebellion 
was conveniently left out, despite 
being directly linked to the French 
efforts, and supported by 

them. 
When I 

studied the Brontës, 
there wasn’t so much as a hint to-
wards their Irish ancestry (their 
father, Patrick, was from County 
Down, and moved due to anti-co-
lonial violence.) Though I studied 

both Romanticism and the Victo-
rian era, there was no suggestion 
of the 1847 Famine, or the printing 
presses in Dublin that popularised 
radical texts, or Percy Shelley’s open 
support of the Irish cause. How 
many of us are aware that Oscar 
Wilde was not only Irish, but was 
the son of a famous and fierce re-
publican supporter? We look at the 
complexities of the First World War 

and ignore en-
tirely the 1916 
Easter Ris-
ing, which 
caused all 
sorts of 
c o m p l i c a -

tions at home 
and away 
from the 
trenches.

And then 
we reach The 
Troubles. A 
30 year war, 

within the 
United King-

dom finished in  
1998. Many of us had 

already been born. Yet no-
where in my education have I come 
across so much as a mention of the 
fighting. On the occasions I’ve men-
tioned this to friends, I’m painfully 
unsurprised to see they are unaware 
of it at all. How is it possible that a 
colonial war continued for 30 years 
within our nation, yet the genera-
tion immediately after knows noth-

ing about it? We continue to study 
the landmarks of our history: the 
First and Second World Wars and 
revolutions across Europe, so that 
we are able to learn from them. This 
is so that historical mistakes are not 
repeated. 

By ignoring the impact or even 
existence of colonial rule in Ireland 
we, as a nation, refuse to acknowl-
edge it as a mistake. By extension, 

we refuse responsibility for the mil-
lions of deaths and the population 
decimation of an Ireland that is yet 
to recover. We are separated from 
each other by a continuous suppres-
sion of culture that does nothing but 
breed further hatred and ignorance, 
and prevents us from approaching 
any kind of successful union. How 
can we hope to maintain a multicul-
tural society if we are still ignoring 
the impact of cultures outside of our 
own?

In English law, 'the man on the 
Clapham omnibus' is the exem-
plar figure of intelligence and 

rationality (or in modern parlance, 
'facts and logic'.) Their University of 
York cousin, however, 'the student 
on the Walmgate omnibus', seems 
to be a damned fool. They may 
have their heart in the right place 
in terms of the importance of public 
transport for a multitude of reasons, 
but too frequently their complaints 
about the buses of York are simply 
ridiculous.

What better way to demonstrate 
the in(s)anity of the complaints 
than that paragon of journalistic 
formats, the listicle? Complaint #1) 
"I only want to buy a single ticket, 
#Bustice now!"

This argument is perhaps the 
most infuriating of those I've heard. 
Students and staff at the University 
of York get substantially cheaper 
fares than most of the rest of York. 
Yes, a single ticket costs £2 on the 
bus from campus to the city centre, 

but you can do the same trip on the 
same bus for £1 with the application 
of the slightest bit of common sense. 
The Yorkey Card. While it may have 
a terrible name, is available for £10 
or £20 for 10 single trips or 20 sin-
gle trips respectively. The trips are 
valid for three years. Even better, it 
is valid on all buses in York run by 
First. You could buy it online or on 
their app, and then top it up. It is 
an exceptionally good offer for stu-
dents.

Complaints about two fare 
structures are also absurd. First are 
financially incentivising use of the 
Yorkey card because it makes for a 
more efficient service as drivers and 
passengers don't have to fiddle with 
change. When the Oyster contact-
less card system was introduced in 
London, Transport for London did 
much the same thing to encourage 
a transition from cash to Oyster, 
and now, all London buses are cash 
free. This is beneficial for operators 
and consumers. By 2010, boarding 
times on London's red double-deck-
er buses had increased from 10 pas-
sengers per minute to more than 40 
passengers per minute. A 2011 study 
for the European Commission on 
Public Transport Smartcards found 
that "faster boarding times allows 

buses to run more reliably, faster 
and frequently, reducing operat-
ing costs, fuel and CO2", which is 
no bad thing. In other words: buy a 
Yorkey card at the beginning of your 
degree, get on the bus, top it up as 
need be, and stop complaining.

Also, 'Bustice' is a term second 
only to 'Brexit' in its political point-
lessness. What do we want? Soft 
Bustice? Hard Bustice? EFTA Bus-
tice?

Complaint #2) "The bus waits 
for ages at stops when no-one is 
there"

As hard as it may be to believe, 
York's bus drivers are not engag-
ing in some sort of metatheatrical 
performance of Beckett's Waiting 
for Godot at the stops when they do 
this, nor do they wait to get a sadistic 
kick out of personally torturing you. 
They're doing this in order to ensure 
that they follow their schedule and 
leave particular 'timing point' stops 
at the right time.

Complaint #3) "Why isn't there 
a bus that goes from my house via 
my lecture theatre to my favourite 
club and back?"

On the whole, York's buses 
are really rather good. In January 
2019, 100 per cent of routes in the 
York area were rated good (average 

schedule deviation less than four 
minutes, 10 per cent) or outstand-
ing (average schedule deviation 
less than two minutes, 90 per cent) 
in terms of their monthly average 
punctuality. The 2018 Transport 
Focus survey had an 89 per cent 
satisfaction rate with the overall 
journey in York.

There are, of course, legitimate 
concerns about the pro-
vision of public 
transit, and the 
effect this can 
have upon 
people's lives. 
There are 
always im-
provements 
that could 
be made 
to York's 
t r a n s p o r t 
infrastruc-
ture: more 
o r b i t a l 
routes as 
o p p o s e d 
to the hub 
and spoke 
m e t h o d 
used at the 
m o m e n t ; 
expansion 

of the car-free zone within the city; 
further funding to improve what 
is already a superb city for cycling; 
bus lanes to avoid congestion. A bus 
from Tang Hall to Aldi via the Uni-
versity, however, is going to be of 
limited utility. Students are already 
getting a great deal with ticketing 
and provision of a 24-hour bus from 
the city to campus.

For a real, genuine travel 
alternative, there’s only 

one campaign: 
#Trol leybus-

tice now. 
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Anger about First Bus is misplaced and infuriating

Ireland's history should feature more in education

People are too quick to demand #Bustice over concerns that could be solved with some common sense 

The UK's curriculum ignores vital parts of Irish history in a way that is ignorant and damaging to us all

Henry Dyer

Orla O'Hagan 
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We look at the 
complexities of 
the First World 
War and ignore 
entirely the 1916 
Easter Rising ”
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Don’t be deceived by the title - 
I do not disagree that animal 
conservation is a valuable 

and worthwhile cause. Quite the 
opposite. I think it’s great that most 
people in our country are aware of 
and care about animal conservation 
to varying degrees. 

My article’s concern is why 
people in many societies across 
the world increasingly care about 
the poaching of wild animals, even 
though the majority of these people 
are simultaneously willing to have 
countless numbers of animals killed 
for their personal consumption. 

First of all, why do people care 
about conservation? One motiva-
tion that certainly carries weight is 
that if we do not drastically reduce 
current extinction rates, there will 
likely be serious or even catastroph-
ic implications for humans. Though 
extinction of species has always ex-
isted, the extinction rate today is 
between 1000 and 10 000 times the 
natural rate, and this is threatening 
the stability and viability of many 
ecosystems across the world, upon 
which a lot of humans depend. 

Or, maybe, many of us feel an 
affinity with conservation because 
we want to preserve the natural 
beauty of the planet, which entails 
protecting both the environment 
and a wide variety of species of ani-
mals. Just as we preserve artistic 
masterpieces, we should aim to pre-
serve the world as we found it. 

The third possible motivation, 
and the one of greatest interest to 
this article, is that we care about 
animal conservation because we 
feel guilt or some kind of moral 
responsibility to limit the often un-

necessary damage caused by human 
activities. When we see images of 
rhinos or elephants shot dead with 
only bloody cavities where their 
tusks used to be, or a leopard shot 
dead for its fur coat, it seems to 
evoke a sadness that such majestic 
and innocent animals would be so 
needlessly killed. 

This may be followed by a virile 
anger towards the perpetrators of 
the killing, seeing them as heartless, 
selfish and savage. Many people go 
even further and take pleasure in 
the death of poachers when they are 

mauled to death by the animals they 
were trying to poach - poetic justice, 
many would argue. 

While these feelings are under-
standable, are we really any more 
virtuous than poachers when most 
of us indirectly commit similar (or 
arguably worse) crimes against 
animals every day as a result of our 
meat consumption habits? Does our 
society deserve a form of poetic jus-
tice for the millions of animals we 
mistreat and slaughter every day for 
food? Some may contest the moral 
equivalency between the poachers’ 
actions and our actions in eating 
meat, but killing an innocent el-
ephant so you’re able to feed your 
family or even just to line your own 
pockets, is no more morally repre-
hensible than killing an innocent 
pig because it tastes nice, or is con-
venient. 

So, why is our society so eager 
to assist in conservation efforts, 
sharing videos and campaigns on 
Facebook or donating to charities 
that protect endangered species, 

while simultaneously ignoring the 
plight of the billions of innocent 
animals who needlessly suffer for 
our meat-consumption habits? The 
human-benefit arguments that con-
servation of ecosystems secures the 
future of humans and that natural 
environments hold an aesthetic val-
ue certainly play a large role. 

What I see as the fundamen-
tal reason, however, is that it costs 
us very little to care about conser-
vation. As valuable and righteous 
a cause it is we, in our relatively 
wealthy society, don’t have to sacri-
fice much to help. We don’t depend 
on the income generated from sell-
ing the ivory nor does ivory play a 
significant cultural role like it does 
in China, for example. Contrasting-
ly, when it comes to caring for the 
animals that we choose to raise for 
meat, this involves a significant sac-
rifice that most of us are unwilling 
to make. 

The consumption of large quan-
tities of meat is heavily ingrained in 
our culture; seen as an essential part 
to most meals. Just as Chinese peo-
ple are unwilling to abandon their 
ivory-consumption habits, many of 
us are unwilling to give up meat. 
Just as Chinese ivory-lovers don’t 
need ivory ornaments, meat-lovers 
don’t need meat. I’ll be the first to 
admit that meat and fish do taste 
nice and are convenient, but these 
are morally vacuous justifications 
for the horrendous suffering that we 
impose upon the overwhelming ma-
jority of animals we eat. 

I’m not advocating we treat the 
issue of conservation with the same 
moral neglect that we treat the eat-
ing of meat. 

Rather, we should attempt to 
remove the moral inconsistency, 
look past our own interests and real-
ise that if we feel poaching animals 
in the wild for their fur or ivory is 
morally wrong, then killing animals 
to eat them is no better.

In short: yes. See what I did 
there? I gave a direct answer 
to a story’s subject and at this 

point, after finding the answer to 
the article’s headline, many of you 
would flick to the next article. This 
is especially the case when we talk 
about how we read online. 

We scan online content as 
quick as we are able to, take in the 
bare minimum information and 
still get a grasp on what the news 
is telling us. I think that this can 
be a good thing: we can learn key 
information very fast, we aren’t to-
tally clueless when someone brings 
up a big headline, we can indulge in 
having the attention span of a gold-
fish, and all the effort to achieve 
this amounts to a click on a story, 
a quick scan of the first paragraph, 
and a click back off.

It is also apparent that this 
kind of quick grab and take, to 
then dispose of information, bleeds 
through into other areas of mod-
ern life; take the desperate hurry 
of swiping to find a Friday night 
fling on Tinder. We want things at 
instantly, this has become a norm 
for us, and our fast-paced culture 
utilises, in particular, online media 
platforms to expose more news at 
a faster rate, whereby news stories 
may be considered both breaking 
and out of date within just an hour 
of online publication. 

So the next question is: how 
can newspapers possibly keep up 
with online platforms’ instant pub-
lishing? The answer is that they 
simply cannot. But this does not by 
any means devalue the importance 
of our dear newspapers. 

A newspaper will provide the 
most relevant and carefully select-
ed news that we need to know in a 
day, because there just isn’t enough 

space for too much feeding of non-
sense. 

We see one big headline on the 
front page, where over ten other 
big news stories could have taken 
its place. All the other options will 
probably make it online, but we 
cannot make a distinction so easily 
of what is important when attempt-
ing to sieve through what news is 
relevent when it’s all in the same 
place. 

More worryingly online con-
tent often relies on the use of click-
bait to entice readers into fake 
news, or at least not the whole 
picture, which gets muddled with 
real news and leads to ill-informed 
judgements made by readers. It is 
fine to come across the odd click-
bait news story, even in newspa-
pers, as they can admittedly be en-
tertaining. But, sadly, clickbait has 
been used so frequently online that 
often people will share news stories 
based on clickbait, without reading 
the article, only to find out that in-
side the article the binary opposite 
is being argued.

Alarm bells should be ring-
ing when we think about how we 
might be using poor stories like this 
to form our more serious opinions 
and judgements about say, how the 
country should be run. On the read-
ers’ part, the surface-level reading 
that is encouraged by online media 
means that we generally don’t have 
the same in-depth and reliable un-
derstanding that newspapers guide 
us towards. 

So if you’ve made it this far, let 
this be a reminder that it is impor-
tant to think about the way you are 
consuming the news as a reader. 
While newspapers may be dying 
out, and finding out information 
online and believing it isn’t a crime, 
do take the time to consume infor-
mation properly, actively reach for 
more, whether that means check-
ing various media platforms or, as 
I would suggest referring back to 
your trusty newspaper, especially 
Nouse!
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Has video killed
the newspaper star?

People condemn hunters without considering their own damaging actions
Why care about conservation?
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Are we really any 
more virtuous 
than poachers? ”

By consuming fast-paced news and brief 
online stories we lose more than we gain

IMAGE: NOUSE



Let’s be honest, HBO can probably take 
it, but are we really having a discussion 
about whether a product costing over 

$90 million to produce, and employing a 
small army of people over several continents, 
should be stolen at the viewer’s leisure?

Reports from MUSO have estimated 
that Game of Thrones was watched 

over a billion times without making 
a cent of income for HBO. The 

show is, according to the firm, 
undergoing a piracy frenzy: 

even as it smashes nightly 
records for legal views, 

those numbers have 
become dwarfed 

by the swarm of 
illegal stream-

ing sites. 

O f 
course, early 

leaks from third 
party companies 

have not helped mat-
ters. Game of Thrones is 

both unique in its world-
wide popularity, and its vul-

nerability to leaks due to the 
large number of global distribu-

tion partners HBO uses. “It’s like 
protecting your house”, co-showrunner 

David Benioff told Entertainment Week-
ly, presumably commenting from atop his 

pile of dragon money. Even with technologi-
cal advances and HBO’s reported attempts 
to contact the internet service providers of 
illegal viewers, “it’s impossible” to completely 

secure the show.
The problem with piracy cannot simply 

be boiled down to the fact that industry giants 
are losing money. That’s not just blatantly ob-
vious, but well-documented too. One estimate 
by Digital TV puts the cost at $52 billion lost 
in potential revenue across multiple sectors 
and 132 countries by the end of 2022.

The real problem is the way that the cost 
for this loss in revenue is not simply borne 
by cigar-chewing, ranch-owning American 
media bosses; it is often passed onto the 
consumer. Fewer paying customers for their 
service means that the customers who do pay 
must progressively cough up more to enable 
the stuff they want to watch keep be pro-
duced. If you’re riding a train that someone 
has taken without a ticket, you’re probably 
paying, in some way, for their journey, either 
through a worse service or a pricier ticket. At 
$15 a month, a HBO Go subscription is one of 
the more expensive streaming services on the 
market in the US.

Less money going towards the creative 
industry also means lower funding for the 
stuff you love: that doesn’t just mean multi-
episodic, medieval epics like Game of Thrones, 
but less popular, niche shows. The idea that 
illegally streaming content doesn’t hurt those 
who illegally stream it isn’t true. HBO relies 
heavily on Game of Thrones as a principle 
income source, and by not making as much 
money on their principle offering, there is 
less funding to go around for the interesting, 
smaller-scale projects.

The argument that HBO should offer 
Game of Thrones to better, or cheaper servic-
es also doesn’t hold. Forget coughing up for 
a NOW TV subscription: Canadian viewers 
have to sign up to a $150/year membership 
to watch the show in their region, and Brit-
ish fans have it pretty well-off, with a three-
month deal covering the entire season. It 
shouldn’t be a difficult choice between fund-
ing something you love, and leaving creatives 
without a verifiable source of income.

It shouldn’t be up for debate whether to 
pay someone for incredible creative work or 
not, especially as the pain of funding content 
creations are being made more visible to us 
through our relationship with smaller, online 
creators. It’s frankly bizarre that the show has 
simultaneously such enthusiastic fans, and 
such high piracy rates. If you love the content, 
pay for it. Everyone benefits in the long run.

Patrick Walker

Despite the fact that I’m writing this to 
justify illegal streaming, I would like 
to begin by asserting that piracy as a 

concept is immoral, and in an ideal world it 
would not exist. However, we don’t live in an 
ideal world; our world is economically imbal-
anced, and as a result, in order to consume 
cultural products such as films and TV shows, 
people with less money simply can’t afford to 
legally watch them. For a student to watch all 
the shows they wanted legally (without paren-
tal assistance) they would have to fork out for 
Netflix subscriptions, a TV license and much 
more, all of which can add up to an extortion-
ate amount of money – money that could be 
used for essentials and for helping with their 
studies. If you can afford to legally stream, you 
should, but for those of us who simply can’t, we 
have to find another way. 

Also, illegal streaming does generate mon-
ey. Think about it – if you can’t afford to pay for 
Sky, and thus cannot watch Game of Thrones, 
you wouldn’t be able to tell Sue down the road 
about it, who may then buy Sky to watch it, nor 
would you be able to indulge yourself in all the 
merchandise that HBO yearly spill out. It is a 
lie to suggest that streaming takes money away 
from producers, because ultimately piracy still 
generates income. Look at it this way; the high-
est grossing TV show of our time is Game of 
Thrones, but it is also the most pirated show. 
This proves that there is little to no correlation 
between extreme loss of income and the illegal 
streaming of a product. If streaming was taken 
away, the audience of shows such as this would 
dwindle in numbers, and result in the amount 
of fans (merchandise loving fans) dramatically 
decreasing due to the fact that they can’t afford 
to watch the shows they love, because buying 
bread for the table is more important than pay-
ing for TV subscriptions. 

Additionally, we all know how bad stream-
ing sites are: they’re bad quality, riddled with 
viruses, and slow. Because of this, people who 
begin watching on streaming sites will prob-
ably get fed up of it and move to legal modes of 
viewing. This is what happened to me. When 
I began getting into shows such as Game of 

Thrones and The Walking Dead, I couldn’t 
afford to pay for Now TV or Sky, so I had to 
stream them online. I found the overall experi-
ence pretty awful, what with buffering taking 
about four hours and the lack of subtitles for 
the fictitious languages on GoT. Despite this, I 
still loved the shows, so much so that I begged 
my parents to take me to Georgia (USA) to vis-
it the filming locations of The Walking Dead. 
Without the ability to stream these shows I 
would not have the desire to do this, nor would 
I have had the desire to save up money for a 
Now TV pass, swas able to rewatch the series 
I had streamed. Therefore, it is clear that 
streaming is not wholly unjust, as it al-
lows for everyone to experience the 
media, not just those who can af-
ford it. If those who cannot afford 
to buy subscriptions right now 
are given a platform which 
allows them to still expe-
rience it, then they will 
most likely fork out 
later in life for 
subscriptions 
to stream-
ing sites 
w h e n 
they 

can afford 
to. 

To sum-
marise, those who 
can afford to stream 
legally should, otherwise 
the film and TV industry 
will begin to suffer. How-
ever, those who can’t afford to 
should not be denied the ability to 
consume cultural products. Piracy is 
bad, yes, but it also promotes the spread 
of the show through word of mouth, the 
sale of merchandise, the purchasing of the 
product later on. This increases the fan base, 
and ultimately allows for no one to be denied 
experiencing the shows they love. Ultimately, 
shouldn’t art be available to everyone? 

CLASH OF COMMENTS
YES. NO.

Is the illegal streaming of films and hit shows such as Game of Thrones justifiable? 
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Is the illegal streaming of TV 
shows and films justifiable? 

Should Arts & Humanities 
tuition fees be lower than for 

Science subjects?

Source: Nouse

No: 73%

Source: Nouse

Yes: 68% No: 32%
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Saskia Starritt 
THE FLAT WHITE OPTIMIST 

I think a few words need to be said about 
the coffee craze on campus; the issue has 
become so intense as to beckon in a charge 
on disposable coffee cups, the infamous ‘Yor-
Cup’ scheme, and perhaps most crucially, a 
Nouse Comment piece debating the ‘Yor-Cup’ 
scheme. I ask what’s wrong with just having 

a mug of instant before you set 
off to campus in the morn-
ing? Why feel the need to 
flaunt your supersize skinny 

soya  caramel cappuccino all 
over campus?  Why does tea 

get such a bad reputa-
tion? Why am I so an-
gry about something 
so lame anyway?

Spoilers have gone too far.  I mean, just last 
week Avengers: Endgame came out and 
thousands flocked, at midnight, to cinemas 
across the country to watch the first screen-
ing for fear that their viewing pleasure would 
otherwise be inevitably jeopardised. “Spoiler 
culture” creates a strange sense of unneces-

sary urgency.  With new on-
demand services, episodes 
are available to watch years 
after they first air.  And yet, 
we feel a sense of “watch it 
live or miss out.”  We, weird-

ly, live in an age where 
we can “watch it later” 
but in a society that 
won’t allow us to.

I am so sick of supermarkets’ ‘Free From’ 
ranges being more expensive than its aller-
gen-inducing and ethically-ambiguous coun-
terparts. It’s completely unfair to those who 
either need or choose to buy these alterna-
tive products. It also doesn’t make any sense: 
surely the products that these foods are free 

from are the expensive com-
ponents? These products 
cannot be considered a 
novelty anymore either. If 
the production of chick-

peas and soybeans are 
genuinely more ex-
pensive than that 
of meat, that’s even 
more bewildering.

Maisie Le Masurier Michael Maitland-Jones 
STOP SPOILER CULTURE‘FREE-FROM’ INEQUALITY
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Saskia Starritt faces her 
latest fear of Endings
By the time that this, my final editor’s 

note, has been printed, I will have endured 
the undeniable emotional trauma of Aveng-
ers: Endgame and the third episode of Game 
of Thrones’ final season. It seems that so many 
beloved and important aspects of my life are 
coming to an end in the next few months, the 
most glaringly obvious of this being my time 
at university, and this is a rather overwhelm-
ing fact. I have never really been averse to 
change and the ends of eras, rather the op-
posite actually, but in retrospect I’ve realised 
that is because I have been ready to move on. 
While my enthusiasm towards my history de-
gree may have declined over the past three 
years, MUSE, and my unrequited love for the 
Stark family, aren’t quite so easy to give up. 

However, one thing that has been empha-
sised during this production week, and within 
this edition of MUSE, is that the ending for 
one is not just a beginning for another, but 
an opportunity to rebuild. Debates of how we 
should rebuild our world are particularly rel-
evant considering the recent events at Notre 
Dame, and Joseph Higgins offers insight into 
how the gaming world is impacting said dis-
cussions. Sustainability is the main focus of 
this edition as Seren Hughes explores the re-
use of food waste, the fashion team tackle sus-
tainable shopping, and Lily Abel shows just 
how simple environmentally friendly travel 
can be. The matter of sustainable living in lieu 
of the devastating damage that our planet has 
suffered is one with particular resonance and 
concern for young people. Overcoming envi-
ronmental crises will require a complete over-
haul of our societal structure and thus is of-
ten seen as a hopeless fight for the individual. 
Nevertheless, this edition of MUSE shines a 
light on the differences that we can personally 
make, and that are being made within our lo-
cal community: a reassuring number of peo-
ple are striving to rebuild our world. 

I suppose that I should take this opti-
mism and apply it to my own life. I will find 
new TV shows and film franchises to obsess 
over. There will be new, albeit terrifying, op-
portunities in my professional and personal 
life. As for MUSE, a new team will take over 
by the end of this term, and they too will be 
able to innovate and transform the canvas that 
all our predecessors have laid for us. Endings 
can be happy and rewarding, as our editors 
have mused in this edition’s Ask the Editors. 
Although they may be daunting, the reflection 
and introspection that tends to come with an 
ending often evokes sentiments of pride, fulfil-
ment, and gratitude; no better way could I de-
scribe my feelings towards my time at MUSE.

Q&A M3

Editor’s
note

18

Langwith College Tutor, Lottie jones, discusses student Exam 
stress and the best ways to combat it

“Instead of feeling guilty   
  about planning social 
 activites and taking time 
   to chill, view this time 
      as being as important 
         as work, as they allow  
          you to recharge.”

How does stress affect exam perfor-
mance? 

An optimum level of stress can be beneficial 
around exam season to motivate you to do 
your assignments or revise. However, once 
optimum levels of stress are exceeded, this 
is when performance is impaired because of 
the increased levels of anxiety. Furthermore, 
feeling stressed may impair your sleeping 
pattern and appetite, both of which are vi-
tal for exam performance. Therefore, it is 
important to plan well in advance to ensure 
you feel prepared and have enough time to 
complete all of your work. 

How can we make sure we are keeping up 
a healthy balance of work and social ac-
tivities this term?

Often during exam season we feel that in or-
der to do well we should be working during 
every waking hour. However, this could ac-
tually be reducing productivity and will have 
a negative effect on mental wellbeing. By 
timetabling out your work in advance, you 
can set yourself a manageable workload each 
day, which if you stick to, ensures you cover 
everything you need to before the deadline. 
By keeping to this timetable, this also allows 
you to plan social activities, or time when 
you can just chill. Instead of feeling guilty 
about these, view them as being as impor-
tant as work, as they allow you to recharge 
and benefit your mental health. Depending 
on the amount of work you have, everyone’s 
balance will be different, but make sure that 
you get some down-time each day.

What are the benefits of exercise? 

Exercise has many benefits for brain activity, 
and can be the perfect way to have a break 
from work, while also doing something pro-
ductive. Even going on a brisk walk around 
campus will re-energise you and increase 
your focus if you are struggling to concen-
trate. Furthermore, doing exercise could be a 
good opportunity to catch up with friends, if 
you are part of a sports club for example, or 

like to go to the gym with others.

What other activities can help to reduce 
stress? 

The best way to reduce stress around the 
exam period is to do something that you en-
joy, or something that calms you down. This 
could be anything from making yourself a 
cup of tea and reading your favourite book, 
to phoning a friend to have a quick chat, or 
practicing mindfulness through colouring or 
meditation. There are many apps promot-
ing daily mindfulness which allow you to put 
everything into perspective and take some 
time out of your day to truly relax. 

How important is diet?

Even though you may be sat down revising 
for eight hour periods at a time, your body 
still needs food to fuel your brain. Make sure 
to eat a healthy, balanced diet, while also al-
lowing yourself some treats as motivation. If 
you enjoy cooking, then making meals each 
night will provide a good time to relax. If 
not, then a good idea is to batch cook food 
which you can reheat for the next few days 
so you don’t have to cook every day. Catch-
ing up with friends over dinner is a good way 
to unwind, and making group meals can also 
save time. 

How important is maintaining a good 
sleeping pattern? 

A good sleeping pattern is essential for con-
centration and energy levels, and getting into 
a routine will help structure your day. Un-
derstanding when you work best is the key to 
maintaining a good sleeping pattern. Some 
people work well in the morning, in which 
case they will want to get an early night, 
whereas others work well in the evening, so 
may want to stay up later. Whatever your 
preference, make sure to get around 8 hours 
of sleep each night to ensure your brain has 
time to consolidate the work you have done 
and rest. Make sure you also give yourself 
some time to unwind before you go to sleep, 

so you are not still thinking about work once 
you do go to bed.

How can we best keep focused? 

By organising your time using a revision 
schedule, you then know each day what you 
are meant to be focusing on, which makes 
it easier to know where to start. Make sure 
to get rid of distractions for example, by 
switching off your phone, working in the li-
brary, and turning off email notifications. It 
is also a good idea to keep a post-it note next 
to you, so if you remember anything non-
urgent which you need to do later, you can 
jot it down and come back to it in a break. 
Bear in mind that everyone has different lev-
els of concentration. You may find that you 
can concentrate for 30 minutes, but after 
that you start procrastinating. In this case, 
stick to 30 minute blocks of working with 
a set break in-between so you can refresh 
your mind, but also know when to go back to 
working. To help you stick to these timings, 
it may be helpful to download a study app 
which can lock certain apps, for example all 
social media, for specific time periods to help 
reduce temptation. 

What kinds of things does Langwith Col-
lege offer to combat stress? 

In Langwith, our Cosy Corner in the Com-
mon Room is the perfect space to relax 
during exam season. Curl up on a beanbag 
with a book, or get creative with some of the 
mindfulness colouring books to unwind. We 
also put on weekly yoga sessions with Con-
stantine in The Forum, and have started a 
gardening club this term, to plant fruit and 
vegetables on Hes East. Both of these would 
be great as a revision break, and the garden-
ing club means you also get some fresh air. 
Lastly, we offer regular wellbeing workshops 
covering themes such as conquering stress 
and pushing through procrastination which 
you can book onto here: bit.ly/Wellbeing-
workshops.

Interview by Jodie Sheehan



If food waste were a country it would be 
the third largest emitter of greenhouse 
gases. So many of us have chucked out the 

last few bites of dinner, or cut off extra con-
servative chunks from fruit or veg to avoid 
mould or bruising. As an individual, a little 
bit of food waste a day does not seem like 
much, but globally, almost one third of all 
food made for human consumption is wasted. 
That amounts to over a billion tonnes of food 
every year. To break that down, in the UK, 
the average family throws away 22 percent 
of their food shop costing the average family 
£700 per year. You could go on holiday for 
that, or pay several weeks’ rent. The Univer-
sity of York alone disposed of 149 tonnes of 
food waste from student accommodation and 
catering last academic year.

Of course, households are not the only 
culprits. Food waste is an issue which crops 
up all along the supply chain. Food manu-
facturers are the worst, wasting 1.8 million 
tonnes of food. Next is the hospitality sector, 

which wastes one million tonnes, and finally 
retail wastes 260000 tonnes of food. This is-
sue is not one which can be fixed by house-
holds alone, as the whole food industry is at 
fault. 

One of the driving forces behind food 
waste is expiration dates. Supermarkets can-
not legally sell food which is out of date, and 
many consumers wrongly believe all food 
which has gone out of date is bad for them. 
The reality is that expiration dates are often 
conservative, and especially with foods such 
as fruit and vegetables there is nothing wrong 
with eating them out of date. Consumers 
should be weary of the difference between use 
by date and best before end date. Use by dates 
mean the food is unsafe after the prescribed 
date. However, some foods can be frozen be-
fore that date to prolong their life. With best 
before end dates, the food is still safe to eat 
after the date, it is just at its highest quality 
before that date. 

Okay, fine, we waste a lot of food, but 
what does that mean? One in nine people on 
this planet are starving or malnourished. Yet, 
all of those millions of people could be fed, 
and well, on less than a quarter of the food 
that is wasted in the UK, USA, and Europe 
each year. 

Let that sink in. We could end hunger 
worldwide just with food waste. 

Hunger, malnourishment, and poverty 
are a whole different issue entirely, but part 
of the problem is the food industry. Western 
demand for certain foods grown in develop-
ing countries diverts food away from those 
who need it. For example, a worker may grow 
bananas in Costa Rica and yet go home every 

night hungry, because the produce he grows 
goes abroad. Furthermore, Western 
demand increases the price of 
staple foods, thereby aggra-
vating the hunger issue.  

And hunger is not 
just a problem in de-
veloping countries. 
In the UK, 8.4 mil-
lion people cannot 
always afford to put 
food on the table. 
That’s the entire 
population of Lon-
don. Even if redis-
tributing all our food 
waste worldwide is not 
realistic, we could easily 
make the lives of so many 
malnourished people here in 
our own country better. 

Food waste is not only wasting food 
which could curb starvation, but also damaes 
our planet unnecessarily. Land that could 
fill the entirety of China is used to grow food 
which is never eaten every year. That is a 
waste on many levels: that land has been de-
forested, removed the habitat of certain ani-
mals, moved indigenous populations, wasted 
labour, wasted energy, wasted packaging, and 
degraded the soil. Also, uneaten food wastes 
fresh water, which is used to irrigate crops 
and is used in the production of many edible 
goods. Worst of all, when food waste goes 
to landfill, as opposed to when it is added 
to compost, it decomposes without oxygen 
and creates methane, which is a worse pol-
luter than carbon dioxide. In a society where 
we are becoming increasingly aware of the 
environmental consequences of our way of 
life, surely stopping food waste should be a 
top priority, as it is easier than making all cars 
electric or using renewable energy. 

So, being less wasteful with our food 
could help feed the world, prevent unneces-
sary environmental destruction, save money, 
and save unnecessary packaging. There are 
many different ways to remedy food waste, 
but the easiest and best way seems to be re-
distribution, so that those needing food can 
be given the surplus food of others. Your Café 
in York does just that. 

YourCafé is a weekly café, located in the 
Tang Hall Community Centre in York, which 
serves meals made from food which would 
otherwise have been wasted. Yourcafé not 
only tackles local food waste,and also has be-

come a community hub, as diners sit at long 
tables eating together. As a charity, 

the café is run by volunteers, and 
even better, payment is pay-

as-you-feel, which makes 
Yourcafé so much more 

accessible for people of 
all means, as you can 
pay with money, time, 
services, or whatever 
you can provide. 

YourCafé collects 
surplus food from 
a variety of places 

around York. These in-
clude Tesco, Marks and 

Spencer’s, Costcutter, and 
Co-op. Recently, even Uni-

versity of York catering out-
lets have been donating their un-

used food to Yourcafé. The volunteers 
also include a gardening team who grow veg-
etables for the café to bulk out the meals and 
ensure they are nutritious. Sometimes, the 
food received from the suppliers is obscure: 
for example, one week they received 60 litres 
of milk. A more normal example of a weekly 
donation is: 24 x 2kg bags of potatoes, a few 
carrots, some sweet peppers, a box of mush-
rooms, six bags of mange tout, a few leeks, ba-
nanas, and some cheese slices. The Yourcafé 

kitchen also has a store cupboard with herbs, 
spices, grains, pulses, beans, flour and more. 
With all this combined produce, the cooks 
make a range of meals which cover all sorts 
of diets and delicacies. There is always a non-
vegetarian main, and also vegetarian and ve-
gan options, a non-vegetarian main, a starter, 
and a dessert. 

Any left over food is then passed on to St 

food waste: just start sharing
seren hughes takes a look into yourcafé and other initiatives that are feeding mouths rather than wasting food
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Nick’s, York’s nature reserve and environment 
centre, or to the parents of Tang Hall Primary 
School to ensure absolutely nothing is wasted.

Yourcafé also runs Luke’s Larder, a food 
stall which redistributes surplus food. Instead 
of the produce being cooked for you, Luke’s 
Larder acts as a mini-market. The Larder also 
runs on a pay-as-you-feel basis. 

Thanks to Yourcafé, 30 tonnes of sur-
plus food was saved in 2018. That is enough 
food to feed 41 people every day for a whole 
year. I spoke to Margaret Hattam, co-found-
er of Yourcafé, about the impact of the café. 
She said that “climate change is the 
main challenge for us, so rais-
ing awareness of the con-
tribution made by our 
food choices is 
essential.” 

Margaret has also said that community is at 
the heart of their work. 

Margaret and her co-founder Margaret 
Hogg were inspired to set up Yourcafé by 
Adam Smith’s The Real Junk Food Project. 
As he is based in Leeds, it was easy to meet 
up with him and they decided to take on his 
ideas to create something similar in York. 
Yourcafé started in 2015, and since then they 
have served over 4000 meals.

The Real Junk Food Project began as a 
café, Armley Junk-tion, in Leeds in 2013, and 
has now inspired over 120 projects in over 
seven countries worldwide. In the UK alone, 
there are similar projects in cities like Shef-
field, Brighton, Birmingham, Coventry, Man-
chester, and Liverpool. The Real Junk Food 
Project has intercepted 5000 tonnes of food 
waste, the equivalent of 11.9 million meals. 
The pay-as-you-feel model and community 
spirit are at the heart of their work. 

Adam Smith of TRJFP said in a Ted Talk 
that “we are manipulated by… expiration 
dates”. He blames them for the issue of food 
waste, and accuses the food industry of being 
a “system” that was “set up to exploit hu-
m a n - ity”. That is, to make money 

rather than to strive to feed 
the world. In this talk, he re-

vealed that even food banks 
waste a lot of food, as they are 

only allowed to keep pro-

duce for a certain period of time. Therefore, 
even if it is canned food which is able to be 
preserved for a long time, food banks cannot 
keep it beyond the designated few months. 

Notably, Adam exposed Children in Need 
for wasteful behaviour. He revealed that they 
made the longest chain of cupcakes – 15000 
of them – but did not plan to eat them. In-
stead, Adam was called in to redistribute 
these thousands of cupcakes across the coun-
try. If he had not been there, all that food 
would have gone to waste. Even charities are 
to blame for the food waste crisis. Adam calls 
for a new outlook concerning food: for it to 
be considered as nourishment, not as a com-
modity or taken lightly. It should be valued 
and taken seriously. 

Aside from Yourcafé and The Real Junk 
Food Project, there are a range of different 
initiatives out there tackling the issue of food 
waste. Olio is like the Depop for food. You 
post a picture and description of any food you 
want to get rid of, and others in the local area 
can contact you to pick it up. Even better, that 
food is free if you pick it up. So, you can con-
nect with your neighbours, reduce food waste, 
and get some great free food! 

Too Good to Go is similar to Olio, but 
the app is for leftover restaurant food waste, 
so that you can get the leftovers from a buffet 
or your favourite place to eat. Fare Share re-
distributes surplus food to charities and com-
munities. These include homeless hostels, 
children’s breakfast clubs, lunch clubs for the 
elderly, domestic violence refuges, community 
cafés, and more. Fare Share ensures surplus 
food is going to those in need. 

 Aside from redistribution, there are oth-
er ways to combat food waste. There is Wrap, 
which helps organisations reduce their waste. 
The food waste advisers at Wrap helps these 
businesses realise the economic benefits as 
well as the efficiency of reducing their food 
waste.  

In terms of advice, Love Food Hate 
Waste has a website full of tips on minimising 
household food waste. This includes tips such 
as: only buy what you need, finish your food, 
use your freezer, and use all of your leftovers. 
There are lots of recipes to eat up leftovers, 
such as potato peel soup, but also simple meal 
ideas such as curries or French toast to get 
cooking your produce, rather than letting it 
go to waste. 

I spoke to Mark Clough, the University 
of York’s Sustainability Manager, who told me 
about on-campus initiatives such as The Big 
Green Clean, which allows students to donate 
their non-perishable unopened food to YUSU 
Offices at the end of the academic year, to be 
redistributed to local charities. The Univer-
sity of York website itself has tips on how to 
reduce food waste. These include: plan your 
meals, do not let food go off, and cook with 
your housemates. Also, colleges have food 
waste bins, so make sure you use them! 

Many supermar- kets are selling 
“wonky” or “ugly” vegetables, which 
would have other- wise been thrown 
out because they are deemed not at-
tractive enough to eat, despite being 
perfectly edible. 

The City of York is doing their part with 
Allerton Waste Recovery Park, which gener-
ates electricity from household waste. Homes 
across North Yorkshire and York fuel this 
electric power plant, so to avoid waste going 
to landfill. Crucially, AWRP sorts waste, so 
that it is recycled or transformed into energy. 
Organic material is also separated so it can 
go through an anaerobic digester, to gener-
ate renewable energy. Of course, this whole 
process of biofuel releases carbon dioxide, so 
although it is renewable, it is not the cleanest 
energy source. However, it is one solution to 
food waste, and it is better than fossil fuels for 
the environment. 

Tackling food waste can help combat 
world hunger, deforestation, loneliness, and 
more. It is essential that tackling the issue of 
food waste involves the community and the 
suppliers. Part of the issue with food waste 
seems to be that we have forgotten that the 
food we buy in supermarkets does not have 
to be eaten only by the person who bought it. 
There is a whole local community around us, 
not to mention those who are actually in need 
of food, who would welcome leftover nourish-
ment. With the rise of smartphones and the 
internet, we seem to be forgetting that people 
live next door. All it takes is for us to share. 

Equally crucial to the food waste revolu-
tion is a system change, whereby food is made 
to be eaten, not sold. In our current system, 
only those who can afford food have access to 
it. However, every human being requires food 
in order to live. If we are willing to throw out 
our excess food, then we should at least make 
sure that excess food feeds someone rather 
than being left to rot. 

Yourcafé is open Wednesdays from 11am 
to 12pm in Tang Hall Community Centre. 
Luke’s Larder is open on Wednesdays in St 
Luke’ Church Hall. And, there is now a stu-
dent branch Feed Bellies Not Bins, which 
brings a stall to the Spring Lane Building on 
campus a few days each term. 

Yourcafé is always looking for volunteers 
and donations to help their  

important cause. Email ad-
min@yourcafe.co.uk 

if you are inter-
ested in help-

ing out 
their ef-

forts. 
M
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The Real Junk Food 
Project has now in-

spired over 120
projects in over seven 
countries worldwide

”

The Real Junk
Food Project has
intercepted 5000 

tonnes of  food
waste, the equivalent
of  11.9 million meals

”IMAGE: YOURCAFE
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York is a city full of very talented and 
incredible people. You see them in the 
local news, in our University, and even 

walk past them in the streets. Now take a step 
back and consider the amount of people that 
would have influenced York throughout his-
tory, and the role that they may have had in 
making York into the wonderful place that it 
is today. 

In relatively recent history, women have 
made huge steps in gaining equal rights. 
Through time, they have worked hard to 
earn and receive their deserved recognition 
and appreciation. However, what about the 
women that have made an impact before re-
cent times? What about the women that, even 
today, are not recognised in the ways they 
should be?

Theatre has often taken up the role of 
bringing history to life, whether it is truthful 
productions or fictional versions of true ac-
counts. This is a way of sharing people’s sto-
ries, not only to inspire people to consider the 
difference they could make but also to show 
how society has changed through the decades 
and even through the centuries. By present-
ing these big changes throughout history, it 
helps to stress how different things may be in 
the near future. Admittedly, some historical 
plays aren’t always beacons of positivity, and 
are often produced simply because certain 
moments in history can be made into riveting 
theatre.

This project highlights that these histori-
cal stories don’t always need to be about past 
rulers or moments from battles and wars, as 
interesting as they are to stage. There are oth-
er heroes that we probably walk by everyday 
who have always been there but unfortunate-
ly, in this case, have been under-represented; 
it would be interesting to consider whether 
this would have been the case if they were 
men. This is why it is important to represent 
them now. Not only to tell their stories and 
celebrate their lives, but also to highlight the 
progression of equality in our society. There 
are still injustices for women in the world,. 
However by representing the great things 
they have done, it allows us to celebrate the 
women that drove us forward in society, who 
inspired us, and helped to give us the oppor-
tunities we have today.

Herstory York has many volunteers work-
ing towards putting together recounts of 100 
women from past to present, who have made 
an impact on or influenced York. These can 
be found on their website and often offer pic-
tures and factual information on who these 
women are, and why we should know of them. 
Students are also actively involved in this pro-
ject, allowing them a deeper understanding of 
the women that they are representing. Dram-
aturgs are researchers for theatre and there-
fore have the job of ensuring that the script is 
historically correct.

Some information on the women is just 
not available leaving the scriptwriters with a 
certain amount of artistic license to fill in the 
blanks and build a story to present to an au-
dience which is engaging and doing justice to 
the untold stories. It’s important they work 
closely with the writers, relaying their find-
ings and exploration of not only the women, 
but the times they were living in and what it 
meant to be alive then. This ensures a consid-
eration of how they would have spoken, what 
class they were, as well as what sort of educa-
tion they would have had. 

However, that is just one aspect of the 
extensive research that needed to be done 

to stage these women realistically. Although 
politics is often connected to governmental 
matters, within theatre we must consider 
personal politics. Personal politics refers to 
the small political details that are formative 
to someone’s life and experiences; a prime ex-
ample being class. When representing some-
one who perhaps doesn’t have their whole life 
recorded, these little details are often help-
ful in realising the answers to questions that 
haven’t been documented. 

The Herstory team accumulated this in-
formation by searching through archives and 
articles as well as other sorts of records and 
documentation. Each woman has a page, or 
several, on their lives, families and what they 
did for York that made a difference. Some of 
these women are still alive to this day and 

are actually at the peak of their careers. An 
example of such is Juliet Forster who is cur-
rently the Associate Director at York Theatre 
Royal, and continues to advance her impres-
sive career. Kate Atkinson is also featured in 
the play, being a successful writer who spent a 
long time based in York. She now lives in Ed-
inburgh. This allows us to 
truly see the impact that 
these women have had 
not only in the past, but 
also continuing to this 
very day. 

If anything is to be 
taken from this project, it 
is that change still needs 
to happen 

within our society and 
arts. After fighting for 
their rights, women still 
are often underrepresent-
ed and, although things 
are a lot fairer now, there 
is a long way  still to go. 
Some of the women being 
researched are alive to-
day  yet don’t seem to be 
talked about as we’d would expect or 
hope, considering their impact. 

This is such a wonderful project be-
cause it contributes significantly to the lo-
cal history and highlights women. TFTV 
have decided to make this their yearly po-

litical theatre project. 
By putting these women on stage, it al-

lows us to materialise some of their stories 
and hopefully bring more awareness to the 
project and the good things it is doing. Al-
though only some of the women themselves 
will be put on stage, it is the aim to represent 
them all through this medium and illustrating 
how they are part of a bigger picture.

The performances to represent this pro-
ject run from the 9-11 May, and will be made 
up of three separate half an hour shows all 
put together by different groups of TFTV stu-
dents. With original scripts written specifi-
cally for the evening, each group will be tak-
ing a unique approach to representing these 
women. The hope is that, although not all the 
women can be put on stage, there will be a 
showcase in the foyer of the theatre for more 
of the women to prove the point that this ex-
ploration of women through history cannot 
end here; it is absurd the amount of women 
still neglected within traditional narratives 
and histories. 

The three shows titled inVISIBLE, After 
Words and 3 Women Walk Into a Bar will be 
held at the Black Box Theatre in the depart-
ment of Television, Film and Theatre with 
tickets for the shows already selling online. 
The project will be created over four intensive 
weeks, this includes the research, writing and 
design of the show overall. Therefore, the cast 
and crew are working rigorously to bring the 
show together on time. 

Although this project is focused on the 
role certain women have had throughout 
York’s history, it has the potential to highlight 
the sheer quantity of British women who have 
remained unnoticed despite their signifi-

cant influence on society, 
be that the arts, religion 
or education. It is both 
shocking and saddening 
to think of just how many 
women in British history 
still fail to be recognised 
for the good things that 
they have done, especially 

when we compare this to 
the recognition of their 
male counterparts. 

One of the women fea-
tured, Nellie Hewitt, was 
a nurse during the First 
World War and worked 
in a workhouse in York, 
tending to the injured. She 

started nursing at the young age of 16 
and was working when York got its worst 

bombing during the war in 1916. The in-
juries and travesties that Nellie would 
have had to face are a stark contrast to 

how most people in the UK spend their teen 

years, and thus provide such powerful stories 
to tell through the stage.

This contrast to the stereotype is a recur-
ring fact for many of the women being repre-
sented as they lived unusual and often chal-
lenging lives. Despite this, they still fought 
to mskr difference for both the women and 
men of their time, and for people in York to-

day. The struggles these women faced truly 
struck me, as they drew attention to some of 
the more disregarded difficulties that people 
have faced in the past, and continue to today. 
Despite these personal and circumstantial 
challenges seeming so difficult to overcome, 
the women studied are proof of the strength 
that we as individuals have, and how this can 
also be used to help others.

In a sense, this project as a whole func-
tions to highlight the recurring struggles 
within society throughout history. However, 
more significantly it shows how people have 
continued to strive forward and change their 
lives, and their wider communities.

Nevertheless, the fundamental core of 
this project is an emphasis on, and showcas-
ing of, the journey women’s rights has taken, 
and how the different challenges that women 
have faced are a product of the time in which 
they were living. It evokes optimism through 
showing how our society has changed in such 
a short amount of time, suggesting that there 
is hope in continued progression and develop-
ment in the short-term future.

Currently, the Herstory volunteers are 
working closely with the teams at TFTV to 
build up a production which represents the 
politics and history of these women’s lives 
correctly and putting this context into a story 
which can engage audiences. There is a small 
exhibition planned on being put outside the 
theatre space, offering a more detailed insight 
into the women that the project has focused 
on. The aim of this exhibition is to ensure 
that the audience can enjoy the theatre with 
a deeper understanding of the individual and 
their historical context.

One of the most exciting and impressive 
aspects of this project is how it has brought 
different communities in York together, work-
ing towards a collective goal of effectively 
representing the people of our shared past. 
While we are considering what these women 
did for York’s history as individuals, it is also 
important to appreciate how they continue to 
influence the city by connecting students and 
local volunteers, and collectively inspiring this 
project and its production work. The quality 
of the educational resources that the Univer-
sity of York has contributed is particularly im-
pressive, and has expanded the research that 
existed before this project. M

If you are interested in the Herstory pro-
ject and the worthwhile work that they do, 
then further details can be found on their web-
site: www.herstoryuk.org.

it’s time for herstory
HOPE JENNINGS-GROUNDS EXPLAINS THE LATEST PROJECT FROM TFTV WHICH AIMS TO BRING UNHEARD FEMALE STORIES TO LIFE
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Historical stories

don’t always need

to be about

battles and wars

“ 

Putting women

on stage allows us

to physicalise some

of  their stories

“ 
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Letters. We experience them now as bank 
statements left unopened, a reminder 
about your unpaid electricity bill, or the 

occasional card from your granny. But what-
ever happened to good old-fashioned letter 
writing and what it used to signify? 

Letters have been in circulation for thou-
sands of years: the creators of civilisation, the 
Sumerians even had their own form of letter 
writing, confirming that letter writing is a 
necessary foundation for human life. In fact, 
written records enable us to study history 
today. The Greeks invented the first writing 
tools: a bone or ivory pen on a wax table. This 
quickly developed to the invention of Indian 
ink, commonly used by 1200 BCE. The crea-
tion of the alphabet in ancient Greece in 2000 
BCE, paved the way for centuries of widely 
loved art. Letter writing in Britain increasing-
ly advanced following the introduction of the 
postal service in 1660 under Charles II. The 
invention of the typewriter also sped up the 
process and heightened the appeal. Yet after 
centuries of advancements, why is it that let-
ter writing has decreased so dramatically, with 
Royal Mail predicting an 8 per cent decrease 
in the number of letters sent in 2019/20?

Letters can act as tactile memories. Talk 
to your grandparents, or your parents even, 
and they will reminisce about long, heartfelt 
letters of devotion from old flames, scraps of 
notes written by childhood friends, lengthy 
interchanges from pen pals, sometimes in 

French, or between countries visited on a 
school exchange. 

I remember receiving my first letter. I was 
about seven at the time, and it was from a girl 
I had met at a farm shop service station: we 
had played on the swings together and I re-
member a strawberry stain on her top. Having 
no mobile phones at the time, we exchanged 
addresses, with the exciting thought of be-
coming pen pals. I sadly lost her address, but 
I kept the letter she wrote to me for ages: it 
was written in purple gel pen on a lilac Groovy 
Chic pad. The excitement of waiting to see if 
a letter would arrive and the happiness it gave 
me made me feel special: here was something 
someone had sat down and taken the time to 
write, to me! 

Is instant communication deteriorating 
our quality of communication, and therefore 
the quality of our relationships? We live in 
a world now where everything is immedi-
ate: click instant buy and you’ll get next day 
delivery of that t-shirt you wanted; tap send 
and within seconds someone will receive a 
text that you’ve probably spent a millisecond 
thinking about. There is something special 
about the compulsory wait for a letter back: 
the time letter-writing takes that enhances the 
value.  It means the quality of communication 
between you and the sender is increased, due 
to the time and effort taken to sit down and 
write a letter, which is so different to sending 
a text or an email during a busy day. 

Perhaps we are losing touch with people 
through the artificial world of communication 
that is social media. Is scrolling through your 
friend’s glossy and carefully selected photos of 
their sunny holiday really keeping in touch? 
Or is it creating a false impression of their life, 
when a postcard or letter would have revealed 
more about how they were feeling at the time 
and the experiences they had? 

My friend and I started writing to each 
other in 2013, and I discovered that there is 
such a confidential nature to letter writing, 
the feeling that you can write anything, thanks 
to the fluidity of the words; a therapeutic and 
important process for a strong friendship, in 
my opinion. 

Another magical aspect of a letter is the 
snapshot of the sender it conceals inside the 
envelope. A letter can contain so much about 
someone: individual handwriting can already 
tell you so much. Is it cursive, printed, roughly 
scrawled? Are the words carefully printed out 
in neat, block writing, or is it frantically scrib-
bled across the page in a rush? Letters have 
acted as the most essential historical docu-
ments throughout time. None of this unique 
individuality and creativity is displayed in a 
text. Is instant messaging therefore eradicat-
ing creativity and individuality from daily life?

There is a lot to be said for the positive feel-
ing that letters emulate and the way they im-
prove friendships. Letters give something back. 
The same warm feeling you get when you see a 

hand-
written 
letter ad-
dressed to 
you on your 
doormat, is 
the same feeling 
your receiver will 
experience, result-
ing in an expression of 
gratitude on their part. 
This feeling of gratitude helps bring you 
closer to other people and friends. 

I urge you, instead of sending a quick 
text, watching a night out snapchat story, or 
viewing an aesthetically staged coffee on In-
stagram, pick up a pen and paper and write 
to someone you’ve been thinking about. Tell 
them about your day and ask how they’ve 
been feeling? What were the people on the 
train this morning wearing? What did you do 
last time you went away? It can be anything. A 
letter is not only a lovely thing to receive, but a 
lovely thing to send. As the author Susan Len-
droth explains, “To write is human, to receive 
a letter: divine!’”
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lost letters: writing your way to happiness
Jessica Tomey contemplates the lost art of letter writing and proposes what it could offer our modern lifestyles

@nousemuse

shades of grey: the characters we love to hate
izzy shaw evaluates the role of the anti-hero in literature and takes a look at some of the most famous examples

As readers we have grown accustomed 
to the traditional heroic stereotypes 
that writers award their leading char-

acters with. The archetypal protagonist tends 
to be courageous, selfless, charismatic, and 
noble. They have a steadfast moral compass, 
overcome the trials and tribulations that come 
with being a hero, and ensure that good tri-
umphs over evil once again. More complex 
and certainly more intriguing than the con-
ventional hero is the anti-hero, a trope that 
throws the more alternative and, at times, un-
likeable characters into the spotlight. 

Anti-heroes can be hard to identify at 
first, although some are more obvious than 
others. An anti-hero is defined as a protago-
nist who “lacks conventional heroic attrib-
utes”, blurring the lines between hero and vil-
lain and offering a more controversial take on 
problem-solving. An anti-hero is, in essence, 
a central character who is morally grey; they 
don’t always make the most virtuous decisions 
and often justify their questionable choices 
as a means to their desired end. From teen-
heartthrob Edward Cullen, whose morals and 
conflicting ethics take centre stage through-
out the Twilight Saga, to the more contro-
versial interpretation of anti-hero Christian 
Grey, whose moral ambiguity is a talking 
point among critics, modern fiction has ignit-
ed an increase of complicated characters who 
stray from our typical perceptions of a hero. 

Anti-heroes can be found everywhere, 
from the classics to more contemporary litera-
ture, and many of these protagonists are cat-
egorised as some of the most popular and fa-
voured literary characters of our time despite 

their unorthodox views, methods and choices. 
There is a certain appeal to the anti-hero 

which explains our fascination with them— 
it’s refreshing to follow a character who strays 
from the moral path to pursue their own 
goals, who breaks the  traditional mould of 
heroism and showcases their more complex 
personality. 

One of the most renowned examples of 
the anti-hero is the infamous Jay 
Gatsby, the star of Fitzgerald’s 
1925 classic The Great Gats-
by and a prime example of 
moral ambiguity in literary 
protagonists. Gatsby is a 
pursuer of affluence and 
his idealistic vi- s i o n 
of an unattain-
able future fuels 
his questionable 
morals. He is 
deceptive, ma-
nipulative and 
dishonest, yet 
he is not the 
villain of 
his own 
s t o r y . 
Gatsby 
c o n s , 
l i e s , 
a n d 
i n -
dulg-
e s 
in his 
wealth with one 

purpose in mind: love. Gatsby does not do 
these things to be villainous, but to win back 
the heart of his beloved Daisy—his morals 
are  undeniably skewed but his ultimate goal 
comes from a place of affection. 

Justifying moral ambiguity with love 
and passion is a common occurrence among 
anti-heroes; Wuthering Heights’ Heathcliff 
is cruel and violent but hopelessly motivated 
by affection, Macbeth is easily manipulated  
by his shared desire for power with his wife 

and resorts to murder to push their personal 
agenda, and, more recently, Harry Potter’s 
Severus Snape emerged as a popular anti-
hero whose vindictive exterior and ques-
tionable morals are effortlessly explained 
away by his undying love for Lily Potter. 

Although this passion does not ex-
cuse the callous decisions made by these 
renowned anti-heroes, it does allow us 
to empathise with them, which makes 

them increasingly difficult to dislike. Per-
haps this is why the anti-hero has become 

a favourite among authors and readers 
alike; anti-heroes are well-rounded, 

compelling and entirely more 
relatable than the faultless, 
one-dimensional heroes who 
can be unrealistically unwa-
vering in their ethics.

The modern take on an-
ti-heroes is even more cap-
tivating, commonly taking 
a route which encourages 
the reader to sympathise 
and root for the anti-hero 
despite their lack of con-

ventional morality. Amy Dunne, the deceptive 
and cunning protagonist of Gillian Flynn’s 
2012 novel Gone Girl has become the arche-
type for this interpretation of the literary anti-
hero. 

Amy is an unreliable narrator, who 
frames her husband as retribution for his 
unfaithfulness and wrongdoing towards her. 
Although Amy is revealed to be sociopathic, 
manipulative and entirely grey in her morals, 
she is multi-dimensional and can evoke sym-
pathy from the reader— she deviates from the 
traditional stereotype of the immaculate pro-
tagonist and instead emerges as a synthesis of 
hero and villain, neither good nor truly evil. 

Anti-heroes like Amy Dunne are compel-
ling and force the reader to understand pro-
tagonists who are ultimately more deliberate 
in their unconventional approaches. These 
modern interpretations demonstrate how 
characters should be known for their com-
plexities and accepted in spite of them.

The anti-hero is not the ideal protagonist, 
the anti-hero shows that there is no ideal pro-
tagonist. Leading literary characters have be-
come more developed and realistic over time, 
but many still seem to lack the intricacies that 
all humans possess. 

Readers are often drawn to the anti-
heroes because of the fact that they are open 
about their moral ambiguity and demonstrate 
how a protagonist is not always able to make 
the best decisions. Anti-heroes are realistic, 
able to be sympathised with, and add a new 
level of complexity to literature, making them 
some of the most admired, celebrated and 
memorable literary characters.IMAGE:  WARNER BROS
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Now that summer term is kicking in, 
you’re probably beginning to spend 
a little more time in the library than 

you’d necessarily like to be. We’re all well-
accustomed to the different sections of the 
library by now, with each of us adopting a fa-
vourite haunt, whether you’re a Morrell kind 
of person, needing that pin-drop silence to 
concentrate, or more suited to Fairhurst, pre-
ferring a bit of buzz around you and maybe the 
comfort of a sofa. Or even, God forbid, a Bur-
ton fan, notorious for its more-than-deathly 
silence. Endless disputes have ensued among 
us over where the optimal study spot resides, 
but have you ever wondered who John Bowes 
Morrell, Harry Fairhurst and Raymond Bur-
ton actually are? The same goes for the person 
your seminar building is named after, or your 
college. We say their names so often and so 
flippantly around campus that they lose their 
meanings. But needless to say, all these names 
belonged to historical figures who have im-
pacted and left their traces on our university. 

Harry Fairhurst was the fourth person to 
be employed by the University of York; he was 
the very first librarian in 1962, starting this 
job before the library had actually been built. 
Meanwhile, Raymond Burton was a philan-
thropist and businessman, with the Raymond 
Burton Charitable Trust funding a generous 

amount of his namesake’s library, which was 
officially opened in September 2003. But per-
haps the most interesting and impactful life, 
especially in terms of its influence on the city 
of York and our university, is that of J.B. Mor-
rell.

Have you ever noticed the bronze Buddha 
statue that sits in the lotus position between 
Vanbrugh and Derwent? The chances are you 
have probably missed it, well-concealed as it 
is among the foliage in a hidden nook of cam-
pus. Even if you have seen it, you probably 
didn’t know that this year marks the thirtieth 
anniversary of its gifting to the University in 
1989 by none other than the daughter of J.B. 
Morrell, Elizabeth Cooper. It came from the 
art collection owned by Morrell himself, a lit-
tle piece of him back on the grounds of the 
university he contributed so much to.

John Bowes Morrell lived a varied and 
impactful life, touching many aspects of our 
beloved city of York, including the Univer-
sity. As you will know if you have completed 
the York Chocolate Story guided tour, York is 
steeped in a rich chocolate heritage, home to 
Rowntree & Co, which incidentally was the 
company that Morrell entered into when he 
first left school. In fact, by the age of 24, he 
had gained a place on the company’s board 
as the only non-family director in 1897, and 
eventually became finance director in the 
early 1920s.

Indebted as we are to our library’s name-
sake for his contributions to the chocolate 
industry, his influence doesn’t stop there. He 
and two others went on to form the North of 
England Newspaper Company in 1903, and 
bought the Yorkshire Gazette to provide an 
outlet for liberal opinions throughout York. 
Fittingly, our own student publication, Nouse, 
prides itself in being the oldest society at the 
University, and has won many awards and 
commendations over the years. 

Morrell is also largely responsible for 
the development of York’s cultural amenities, 
and its advancement as a tourist and indus-
trial centre. As the first Progressive elected 
to York City Council in 1905, he made huge 
contributions to the development of, among 

other things, York Library, Art Gallery and 
Castle Museum. Of the latter, Morrell himself 
later commented, “I suppose the best work I 
did was in getting the Castle Museum estab-
lished.” He spotted an opportunity when the 
old Castle Prison site was being taken over by 
the York City Council, envisaging a museum 
situated in the historic building. His cam-
paign was eventually successful and on 23 
April 1938 the York Castle Museum was for-
mally opened, attracting visitors ever since. 
So we’ve got Morrell to thank for many of our 
best-loved tourist attractions. 

Can you get any more 
quintessentially York 
than the Shambles? 
This famous medieval 
street has long been 
considered the heart of 
the city’s charm, but by 
1938 it was living up to 
its name, with the build-
ings becoming a bit of 
a shambles them-
selves, in need of 
serious repair. 
Morrell chaired 
the Shambles 
Area Commit-
tee from 1939 
to 1945, and 
directed the 
restoration. 

He is also responsible for the renovation of 
many other historic York properties, and the 
York Conservation Trust, formerly the Ings 
Property Company, is still run by the Mor-
rell family today, looking after many historic 
buildings in central York.

His fascination with and devotion to the 
city of York led him to write several books on 
its architecture and history over the years, 
including his most influential book The City 

of Our Dreams (1940, expanded 1955) which 
explored the past, present and future of York, 
and presented his ideas about how the city 
could be modernised and beautified.

Last but certainly not least, Morrell was 
a key figure in the campaign for the establish-
ment of our university. The initial request to 
start up a university in York dates back all the 
way to 1641, with renewed unsuccessful pe-
titions cropping up periodically through the 
centuries, until at last, a bid for a university 
in 1958 was successful. Heslington Hall and 
its grounds, partly acquired by Morrell, were 
able to serve as the nucleus of the university 
site. Rowntree & Co. and the C. and J.B. Mor-
rell Trust provided indispensable financial 
backing for the founding of the university, 
and consequently, upon its opening in Oc-
tober 1963, the library was named after J.B. 
Morrell. Morrell died in April 1963, just a few 
months before the first students began arriv-
ing on campus. 

During his life, Morrell served as Lord 
Mayor of York twice, in 1914 and 1949, be-
came alderman in 1916, was made an honor-
ary freeman of the city, and was offered a seat 
in Parliament in 1912 as well as a knighthood 

in 1937, both of which he turned down. With 
a pretty impressive repertoire attached 

to his name, Morrell certainly made 
his mark on his beloved city. His com-
mitment to our beautiful city con-
tributed so much to making it what 
it is today, and not only do people 
continue to flock here from far and 
wide to visit it, but our thriving uni-
versity continues to flourish.

So next time you tell your 
coursemate that  you’re off to Mor-

rell to settle down begrudgingly to 
some overdue revision, or when 
you next see his name while 
perusing YorSearch for inspi-

ration for your next essay, 
you’ll be able to put a life to 
the name. Or, if you are lucky 

enough to stumble upon that 
inconspicuous Buddha stat-

ue, you’ll have some fun trivia 
to tell those around you who 

are none the wiser. So now 
you know: there really was 
more to Morrell’s life than 

the library. M

more to morrell than the library
FEATURES M8

As we become library-bound this term, Jodie Sheehan delves into the extraordinary life of our library’s name-sake

Have you ever 

wondered who  J.B. 

Morrell, Harry

Fairhurst and

Raymond Burton

actually are?

“

Morrell made huge 

contributions to  York 

Library, Art Gallery 

and Castle Museum

“
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Now, more than ever, we’re questioning 
our habits when it comes to what they 
do to our planet. One habit that I’ve 

been led to question recently is the choices I 
make when it comes to clothes. Anyone who’s 
met me knows I have a fairly extensive ward-
robe, and while previously my main concern 
was the damage done to my wallet, lately I’ve 
been feeling guilty about the harm it is caus-
ing the environment too.

The term "fast fashion" used to be a sell-
ing point, expressing that clothes in stores, or 
more often online, were quickly changing to 
keep up with the latest trends, so-called "mi-
croseasons" in between the traditional S/S 
and A/W collections. I’ve heard it more times 

than I can count, and not in a good way. With 
the fashion industry being accused of being 
one of the most polluting there is, something 
has to change. While it may not be you person-
ally pumping pollutants into the atmosphere 
or the ocean, we’ve seen that we can’t rely on 
the multinational corporations that are doing 
it to change their ways, not overnight at least. 
However, we can change ours.

I’m sure I’m not the only one who’s felt 
bad before for not buying something from 
the more "sustainable" range in a high street 
store, but with it often costing a fair bit ex-
tra for what more or less seems like the same 
item, who can blame us? The first step here, 
of course, is, if you can afford to, take that op-

tion wherever it’s available. Rethinking what’s 
important to us is sometimes the hardest 
thing to do, making us really challenge our 
own priorities. But I get it, you work hard for 
your money, so maybe you’ll splash a few ex-
tra quid when you can on the environmental-
ly friendly option, but sometimes the option 
isn’t there, or you really can’t afford it. What 
else can you do?

Annabel Mulliner’s previous article 
makes some excellent suggestions, and I’m a 
big advocate for charity shopping too. Chang-
ing where and how you shop is 
half the battle, but what about 
the piles of clothes you already 
have? 

First and foremost, love 
them. I may own a lot of clothes, 
but I don’t buy things I don’t love. 
As anyone who follows my Ins-
tagram feed will know, based on 
how much I post about my outfits (I 
promise I do try to hold back) it’s not 
good for your wallet, nor the planet 
to buy something for a handful of oc-
casions and then chuck it out. 

If you take nothing else from 
what I say, all I ask is you don’t throw 
clothes away. Again, Annabel has some 
great suggestions you can use for clothes 
you’re getting rid of, as well as ones you 
want- things like Depop and clothes swaps 
- but it doesn’t have to be a coordinated 
event. Something doesn’t fit as well as you 
thought but it’s too late to give it back, or 
you don’t like it as much as you thought? 
Speak to your friends! Chances are, they 
probably don’t hate your taste in clothes, and 
they would appreciate you gifting, or trading 

in exchange for a drink whatever item you 
don’t want.

If you’re doing more hefty spring clean-
ing of your wardrobe, check out donation 
boxes. We have all probably had collection 
bags posted through our doorsteps for various 
charities, and if you're passionate about the 
relevant cause, then this could be your first 
point of call! If not, try schemes like H&M's 
‘Recycle Your Clothes’, which is available in all 
s t o r e s . In exchange for a voucher, you can 

simply drop off whatever clothes 
you don’t want, whether it is 
new and unused or something 
that’s been loved till the end of 
its life.

Even better, some brands 
will even take things like 
ripped tights, a fact I wish I 
had known back in school 
when I almost definitely 
laddered about a million 
pairs. Obviously, such 
items cannot be reworn 
or reused as the more 
pristine and higher 
quality garments can. 
Nevertheless, they 
can still have a more 
useful and eco-
friendly  future 
than ending up in 
landfill or incin-
eration. And you 
get a little some-
thing back to go 
back out shop-
ping with (sus-

tainably, of course).

M9FASHION

sustainable brands, student price tag

the student's guide to sustainability 
aMY WELLS suggests the small swaps that you can make to get an eco-friendly wardrobe revamp for this season

daisy wallis and EILIDH HIDE give their top picks of sustainable and ethical brands perfect for a tight budget

For the shoe-lovers, vegan footwear brand Koi Footwear of-
fer a range of different styles for less. Committed to sustain-
ability, Koi packages their shoes without plastic and poly-
styrene, making their boxes fully recyclable. Most recently, 
the brand collaborated with fitness Youtuber, Grace Fit UK, 
releasing four new designs of trainers and boots. The col-
laboration offers vegan alternatives to your classic staples, 
featuring chunky white trainers to replace your worn-out 
Filas. With a similar price tag to Topshop shoes and train-
ers and frequent discounts, Koi Footwear offers streetwear 
style on a student-friendly budget.

koi footwear

Arguably one of the best high street brands for sustainabil-
ity, H&M in 2019 is going even further with their sustain-
ability initiatives. Already, 57% of all materials used by the 
brand are either recycled or sustainably sourced according 
to their reports and the brand are not stopping there; they 
aim to only use recycled or sustainably sourced materials 
by 2030. Their latest Conscious Collection for SS 2019 fea-
tures floral dresses, delicate lace tops and smart blouses 
made from recycled materials and sustainably sourced cot-
tons.  Unlike its counterparts, the collection has budget-
friendly price tags with items for as little as £8.99. 

H&M CONSCIOUS

Much like H&M, Lindex have rolled out numerous initia-
tives encouraging their customers to not only recycle old 
clothes, but have an awareness for the amount they actu-
ally purchase. Most recently, as part of their educational 
initiatives, Lindex launched their Your Smart Wardrobe 
editorial. The editorial looks to encourage more to adopt 
the capsule-wardrobe style, encouraging mindfulness when 
purchasing clothes in a clear three step plan. In addition, 
the brand already have over 200 styles available in their 
Sustainable Choice edit, all of which have a high street 
price range perfect for student living. 

lindex
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ALESSANDRO PASQUARELLI
stories of provincial love and friendship  
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Born in Italy, Alessandro is a talent-
ed amateur photographer with a BA in 
Fine Arts and Communication at the 
Academy of the Arts in Novara. He 
has recently relocated to Sydney and 
has started a travel vlog. Alessandro’s 
portraits represent the everyday lives of 
his loved ones in Biella, where art and 
nature have intertwined since the Middle 
Ages to give the town its timeless beauty.



Homosexuality was only decriminalised 
in the UK in 1967, and as a result ,the 
1970’s saw a wave of queer icons born, 

with the music industry at the forefront. In 
1970, Dusty Springfield admitted in The Even-
ing Standard: ‘I know that I’m as perfectly 
capable of being swayed by a girl as by a boy’ 
and in 1972 David Bowie told journalist Mi-
chael Watts: ‘I’m Gay and always have been’. 
In 1976, Freddie Mercury came out to his 
long term girlfriend Mary Austin, although he 
never publicly spoke about his sexuality. Back 

then the terminology was loose and although 
these artists were paving the way for the LG-
BTQ+ community, they often resisted label-
ling themselves as gay or bisexual. 

In some ways, a lot has changed since 
then. Gay marriage is now legal in 25 coun-
tries (as of October 2018), the UK govern-

ment has put forward proposals to (finally!) 
ban conversion, and filming has just recently 
finished for RuPaul’s Drag Race UK! In other 
ways, not much has changed at all: artists are 
still rejecting labels when it comes to their 
sexuality, despite a far greater understand-
ing of sexuality. Most recently, Ariana Grande 
responded to a tweet stating that she didn’t 
need to label her sexuality with, ‘I haven’t 
before and still don’t feel the need to now… 
which is okay’. 

 In the 70s and 80s, labelling was general-
ly resisted due to a lack of acceptance and un-
derstanding. While Bowie outright declared 
himself as gay, his long term relationships 
with women suggested otherwise and allowed 
him to present gender-bending, sexually 
fluid characters onstage, while still conform-
ing to a fairly heteronormative personal life. 
Freddie Mercury, on the other hand, kept his 
fluid sexuality distinctly private, and whilse-
his flamboyant performances and suggestive 
lyrics made him the gay icon he is today, the 
closest he came to confirming anything publi-
cally was when he came clean about his AIDS 
diagnosis in 1991. 

Of course, not all of today’s artists have 
resisted labels. In a recent interview with 
Rolling Stone, Janelle Monae stated ‘I read 
about pansexuality and was like, ‘Oh, these 
are things that I identify with too.’ I’m open 
to learning more about who I am.’ Her ad-
mission caused an 11000 per cent increase in 

searches for the term ‘pansexual’ on Merriam 
Webster and has helped empower a group 
within the LGBTQ+ community who have 
often been overlooked and erased. By iden-
tifying herself, Janelle Monae has had 
a significant impact on helping others, 
especially among her younger fans, to 
identify themselves and feel good about 
that identity. So why aren’t other artists 
following suit?

In Harry Styles’ song ‘Medicine’ he sings 
‘The boys and the girls are here / I mess 
around with him / And I’m OK with it’. The 
song has been hailed as a bisexual anthem, 
which has resonated in particular with young 
bisexual male fans who often feel underrep-
resented in modern media. Similarly , Ariana 
Grande’s impromptu single, ‘Monopoly’, with 
Victoria Monet, features the line ‘I 
like women and men’, though the 
line could be about 
Monet’s sexuality 
as she came out 
as bisexual on 
Twitter in No-
vember 2018. 
Like Freddie 
Mercury, to-
day’s pop art-
ists are convey-
ing their sexuality 
more through lyrics 
and performance than 

public declarations, and that isn’t a bad thing. 
Everyone is different, and we have a 

greater understanding now of just how 
fluid gender and sexuality can be. 

For some of us there isn’t one label 
that can completely define us. Bi-
erasure and Pan-erasure remain 
as significant problems even 

within the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity itself, and while I would 
love to see more artists come 
out and represent bisexual-
ity and pansexuality, it is up 
to each individual how they 
choose to define and express 

their sexuality. 
One thing that’s cer-
tain is that the music 

industry will 
always be at 
the forefront 

of LGBTQ+ 
represen-
tation. 
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Blacklisted words: revision, exams, due 
date. It’s spring, and although the blos-
som and baby ducklings are a beautiful 

backdrop to our lives. For students, this is all 
a vicious, solitary time. Spring only spells the 
build up to exam season. So, the panic sets in 
and adrenaline rushes to the get smart quick 
regime; playing your revision notes to 
yourself in your sleep after spend-
ing hours recording them into 
your phone. Highlighting every 
key point and realising the 
page is now luminous pink; 
or steering down a different 
highlighter avenue and col-
our coding EVERYTHING. 
Did that really need to take 
two and a half hours? 

Yet, the age old classic 
habit for revision is, in fact, 
listening to music. Revis-
ing with the accompaniment 
of music may not be so much 
a harmonious orchestra, but 
more an experimental free 
jazz set. Now, nothing is 
entirely wrong with free 
jazz, but it can be al-
togetherhard to fol-
low; equally, the 
presence of music 
when trying to 
focus can make 
things hard to 
follow. The mu-
sic, as beautiful 
and catchy as it 
may be, entices 

and entertains part of your brain when learn-
ing. Engaging in music uses the cerebellum 
and memory centres such as the hippocam-
pus and frontal lobe, that would otherwise 
be active when studying in order to retain 
information. Blocking these pathways makes 
revising more difficult than it needs to be, 

and only elongates the entire process. 
While soaking up this weeks heat-

wave, I write this to the sooth-
ing sounds of Joss Stone. Her 
beautifully developed vocal 
range and melodic tunes have 
my foot tapping and my head 
bobbing. It would seem I am 
having a good time, and ad-
mittedly it is lovely. Undeni-

ably I am writing slower, and 
more prone to distractions such 
as the unexpected arrival of the 

Mambo Number 5 on my play-
list, but greater than this, it is prob-

ably taking me twice as long to 
write this piece than it should.

On the other side of the 
fence is the almost sworn 

pact of music with revi-
sion. I don’t struggle with 
procrastination as such, 
but my mind wan-
ders during the meal 
of information that is 
served with my course. 
Music, therefore, acts 
as a deterrent to these 

thoughts, keeping me 
motivated and on a 
momentum that would 

otherwise be a struggling trek. When the mu-
sic plays, my mind knows it is study time, yet 
to a more easily distracted mind this might be 
the lure needed for procrastination. Evidently 
from experience the type and genre of music is 
a major factor in distraction. The Mozart Ef-
fect was a study in the late 1990s that linked 
to the improvement of spatial-reason after ex-
posure to ten minutes of Mozart. For me, this 
would create a form of my personality that 

would mirror the stereotypical classical music 
listener – a form of Stephen Fry. Although this 
has proved helpful before speeches and pres-
entations to see and vibe such a confidently 
intelligent persona, but this is not permanent 
and before long you are yourself again and 
struggling with basic calculations. 

The solution here is to listen to yourself. 
Cheesy. But only you can know how you study. 

When I was a young warthog in second-
ary school it was normal for all students to un-
dergo a test that would formulate what strain 
of learning works for the individual; whether 
that be oral learning, visual learning or hear-
ing. One of our senses would be a stronghold 
to build our revision on top of. My results? As 

it turned out, I had equal scores on each fac-
tion of the learning spectrum, so where did 
that put me? It placed me in a wonderful sec-
tion of the ignored students. That said I start-
ed a long and timely trial and error method 
before finding that my revision style changed 
depending on my mood and emotion. Feeling 
like a spiritual guru, I had found that my study 
style would depend on the day, therefore, I 
would have different techniques in place to 
suit my mood. Sometimes I’d sit down with a 
text book and underline notes that would find 
their way to sticky notes to form Cavallini mo-
saic across the walls of my bedroom. 

Unless we want to get all mystic yoga 
about things, music and revision can only be 
specified as a partnership both good, bad and 
ugly. It is up to us how we manage it. Music, 
like everything, else can become addictive, a 
crutch. But it is also freeing and joyous. It is 
up to us not to abuse music. 

That feeling you get when you listen to a 
song that has been your alarm for the past few 
months. It’s almost song abuse. But we do it 
because our love for music outshines anything 
else. Although, with great music comes great 
responsibility. 

Here are four tips for revising: 
I. Take decent breaks. Create good time to 

relax and mediate on your work - and is just as 
important as your revision! 

II. Drink plenty! Snacks are also advisory. 
III. If you’re easily distracted try music 

without lyrics, or ease yourself into revision 
with music for the first half an hour!

IV. Don’t overwork yourself. Not every-
thing has to be done today. Take it easy, stress-
ing out only blocks those memory processes!

“ Pop artists

are now conveying 

their sexuality

more through lyrics 

SHATTERING STEREOTYPES: SEXUALITY IN POP 
Helena Senior looks at the bisexual and pansexual icons of the music industry and the resistance to labelling 

“ Our love of  music 

can outshine almost 

anything else

With great music comes great responsilibity 
Beth colquhoun ponders the age-old question of whether or not listening to music can actually help your studies
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When I first encoun-
tered Fontaines D.C at 
a small London venue 

in early 2018, I was blown away 
by the experience; they were a 
small group of angry Irish lads 
playing offbeat punk music, and 
I couldn’t get enough of it. Their 
style and approach felt fresh and 
exciting, a welcome revitalisation 
of Irish punk that blended ef-
fortlessly poetic storytelling with 
blistering guitars. 

With raging guitar riffs and a 
Dublin accent thicker than Guin-

ness, Fontaines D.C thrash their 
way through 11 brilliantly fresh 
and unique post punk bangers in 
one of the most exciting debuts of 
2019. their guitar work is tight 
and unrelentingly raw, 
basslines slink and 
meander with all 
the energy of The 
Fall or Joy Divi-
sion, and twitchy 
drum grooves 
hold the whole 
thing together 
with a kinetic 
angst. Influences 
are pulled from 
everywhere - from 
80s post punk and 
90s alternatives to 60s 
garage rock and contemporary 
punk and reconstituted into a 
perfect evocation of nostalgia 
that somehow manages to seem 
fresh and unique. It’s a perfectly 
executed post punk album, easily 

transitioning between the aggres-
sive chanting of ‘Big’ and abrasive 
guitars of ‘Hurricane Laughter’ to 
the more mellow cuts like ‘Dub-

lin City Sky’. There’s never a 
moment that feels stale 

or dull. Even tracks 
that debuted on 

earlier EPs such 
as ‘Too Real’ and 
‘Boys In The 
Better Land’ 
carry the same 
cathartic gut 
punch of energy 

that they packed 
on a first listen. 

Frontman Gri-
an Chattan’s gutteral 

vocals are unique and dy-
namic, full of character and very, 
very Irish. There’s something 
brilliantly violent about Chatten’s 
menacing snarl at times, it’s vi-
cious and Irish; like being glassed 
with a bottle of Jameson. 

The lyrics are a joy to listen 
to, whether it’s observational 
commentary or black humour, 
Fontaines D.C never fall into the 
realm of the mundane or cliche. 
Much like Joyce’s Dubliners, the 
band revel in painting poeti-
cally astute and unapologetically 
grimy images of their home town 
with cynicism and wit that will 
surely result in a strongly worded 
letter from Dublin’s tourist board. 

It’s undeniably hard to de-
fine Fontaine’s D.C; even in this 
review I haven’t really been able 
to do so properly. To some, they’re 
the punkier little brother to bands 
like Idles, wielding Fender’s and 
channelling fuzz and fury. To 
others, they’re poetic indie boys 
extolling the virtues of Irish cul-
ture, gleefully referencing James 
Joyce and their beloved Dublin. 
The only thing that’s certain is 
that (in their own words) they’re 
‘gonna be big’.

Describing his singles as 
“giving away a good book 
one page at a time”, I got 

the feeling that Loyle Carner was 
as eager to release his album as I 
was eager to listen to it. 

The long-awaited sequel to 
his debut album Yesterday’s Gone 
made me nervous in the same 
way any sequel to a favourite film 
would. So often the sequel disap-
points, and the benchmark set 

by the first album and the recent 
three stunning singles left me 
anxious that the rest of the al-
bum wouldn’t live up to the same 
standard. I had nothing to worry 
about.  

The album flows 
like it was all one 
tale, told by a true 
story-teller with 
purpose and 
profoundness 
that I can’t be-
gin to explain, 
or even com-
prehend. The 
whole album will 
make you stop 
whatever you’re 
thinking about and 
listen in complete contem-
plation.  My first listen was on a 
delayed train, which suddenly 
seemed irrelevant, and I was left 
with a huge gratefulness that I 
was heading home to see my fam-

ily. However, texting my mum my 
ETA seemed wrong as I wouldn’t 
be giving the songs adequate at-
tention, and pausing it seemed 
somehow disrespectful to the 

music. 
Not only is the al-

bum a more than 
adequate sequel to 

Yesterday’s Gone, 
it feels like a real 
progression for 
Loyle Carner: 
an evolution. 
Through the 
album you can 

feel his personal 
growth and it’s so 

relatable that I’m 
left reflecting on my 

own growth. 
It might seem like an odd 

comparison, but the only thing 
I can equate the feeling of this 
album to is my experience with 
the Harry Potter books. The feel-

ing that I was somehow grow-
ing up with the characters is the 
same one I have listening to this 
album. It’s a feeling I never even 
considered could be achieved 
through music but Not Waving, 
but Drowning somehow achieves 
this through it’s soulful beats and 
clever lyrics. 

The topics touched upon 
within the album, the struggle of 
friendship (‘two best friends who 
shared the torch, barely talk’ on 
Krispy) the struggle of moving 
away from home (‘out the house, 
never out of touch’ on Dear Jean) 
and the notion of people suffering 
silently (Not Waving, But Drown-
ing), will certainly all strike a 
chord with many of us. 

This album is simultaneously 
a story, a poem, and an amazing 
album. But most importantly for 
me, it’s a reflection of growth; a 
pencil mark on the wall for Loyle 
Carner and all his listeners.
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“WHEN I WAS 10 WATCHING 
BILLY RAY SING ON HANNAH 

MONTANA, I WAS LIKE WOW I 
HAVE TO MAKE A SONG ABOUT 

HORSES WITH THIS MAN”
- LIL NAS X on Twitter

SHIT 
MUSICIANS 

SAY.

For people who want to dig a bit deeper 
than the sort of hip hop you’d hear in 
Kuda on a Tuesday, Alex Thompson has 
collated the essential tracks to get you into 
one of the most unique and influential 
genres in hip hop. From the classics to the 
basics and the easy listening to the plain 
weird, here are the tracks to get you into 
the sound of the underground. 

1. Madvillain - Accordion
2. Cannibal Ox - Iron Galaxy
3. Aesop Rock - None Shall Pass
4. El P - Fantastic Damage
5. Black Star - Definition
6. Del Tha Funky Homosapien - 3030
7. Quasimoto - Low Class Conspiracy
8. Jaylib - Raw Shit
9. Mos Def - Mathematics
10. Lupe Fiasco - Superstar
11. Viktor Vaughn - Saliva
12. Freddie Gibbs - Thuggin
13. Earl Sweatshirt - Nowhere2Go
14. MF DOOM - Vomitspit
15. Microfiche - Open Mic Eagle

Follow this playlist and more on Spotify:
@NouseMuseMusic

the music team’s

UNDERGROUND
HIP HOP
starter pack

reviews 

Not waving, but 
drowning
loyle carner
Jonathan wellington 
5/5

DOGREL
FONTAINES D.C
ALEX THOMPSON
5/5

After five long years and 
being drip fed with EPs 
and singles throughout 

the latter half of last year, Hozier 
has finally released his second al-
bum, Wasteland, Baby! But has 
it been worth the wait? Has the 
Irish heartthrob progressed as 
an artist? Most importantly, will 
he ever be able to form an iden-
tity aside from “the guy who sang 
‘Take Me To Church’”? 

Trying to describe the album 
genre is challenging, as I know 
of no other artists creating mu-

sic like his. The 14-track album 
gives us all aspects of Hozier’s 
musical personality, with his sig-
nature guitar blues interlacing 
with elements of upbeat pop, me-
lodious ballads, jazz, gospel and 
acoustic. On first listen, you 
really don’t know what 
to expect from each 
track and, even after 
multiple listens, 
different tracks 
stand out and of-
fer inspiration.

Lyrics have 
always been at 
the forefront of 
Hozier’s work, 
and in this record, 
Hozier has contin-
ued to create songs of 
lyrical genius. ‘Shrike’ uses 
the predatorial actions of the bird 
of the same name as a metaphor 
for love and produces a beauti-
fully quiet, simplistic tune of the 

pain of heartbreak. ‘Movement’ is 
another of my favourites, begin-
ning slowly and building to the 
crescendo of the chorus, mov-
ing from a soft, delicate voice to 
a powerful, strong one. Hozier 

makes excellent use of 
his powerful voice 

throughout the 
chorus, keeping it 

hidden to build 
the tension, 
then releas-
ing it in the 
mighty cho-
rus’ of ‘Would 
That I’, ‘Dinner 

and Diatribes’ 
and ‘Sunlight’. 

Similarly, ‘Nina 
Cried Power’ is full of 

vigour and volume with 
the use of the gospel choir pay-
ing tribute to the American civil 
rights era, namechecking the leg-
ends of John Lennon, James 

Brown, Nina Simone, and Ma-
vis Staples (who features on the 
track).  

Smooth rhythms oper-
ate throughout the album, with 
‘Talk’ sounding hypnotic, ‘Almost 
(Sweet Music)’ probably provides 
this record’s equivalent to ‘Some-
one New’ with the same upbeat 
vibe and is for sure one that’ll get 
stuck in your head.

Hozier has returned with 
proof he is more than just a one-
track wonder and I believe I am 
going to love this album as much 
as the first. It may not immediate-
ly hit you as an excellent record, 
but I urge you to give it time. 
Following up an album after five 
years is always going to be dif-
ficult as the audience has grown 
so attached to the first record, 
yet this release is just as brilliant, 
drawing out more of Hozier’s im-
mense talent and exhibiting it in 
different ways. 

Wasteland baby
hozier
kirsten murray 
4/5



Screwball comedies are ro-
mantic comedies from 
the 1930s to early 

1940s, supposedly 
named after the 
term for a par-
ticularly erratic 
baseball pitch. 
They are very 
d i s t i n c t i v e 
in tone and 
themes, of-
ten based 
on battles 
of the sexes, 
class con-
flict, outra-
geous slap-
stick, razor 
sharp dialogue, 
and for some 
reason a truly be-
wildering array of 
highly unusual pets, 
such as Baby the leop-
ard in Bringing up Baby, or 
Emma the snake in The Lady Eve. 
While they are between seven 
and eight decades old, they 
retain their subversive, 
hilarious brilliance, 
and deserve to be 
watched today 
alongside the 
most popu-
lar modern 
r o m - c o m s ; 
perhaps the 
most obvi-
ous display 
of progres-
s i v e n e s s 
within this 
genre is its 
approach to 
gender rela-
tions.

Forget the 
stereotypical sim-
pering starlets and 
hyper-macho leading 
men of classical Hollywood, 
one of the defining features of 
Screwball is its gleeful tearing up of 
the traditional gender conven-
tions rulebook; it is chock-
full of utterly formi-
dable, subversive 
women. To name 
but a few iconic 
c h a r a c t e r s : 
Rosalind Rus-
sell’s capable, 
d i z z y i n g l y 
fast-talking 
j o u r n a l i s t 
Hildy John-
son in His 
Girl Friday, 
or Barbara 
Stanwyck ’s 
magnificently 
sexy Jean in 
The Lady Eve, 
who, with a care-
ful deployment of 
skilful manipulation, 
outrageous sexuality, 
and card sharping, manages 
to play the man she is after like 

a fiddle. No helpless damsels in 
distress here.

However, it’s not 
just the women that 

get to subvert 
gender expecta-

tions. The men 
of Screwball, 
in order to 
serve as wor-
thy foils to 
their female 
c o u n t e r -
parts, are 
freed from 
the restric-
tive and dull 

shackles of 
conventional 

movie mascu-
linity. They serve 

as legitimate ob-
jects of desire for the 

women, without having 
to conform to usual ideas 

of male desirability. Perhaps 
the key figure showing this is Cary 

Grant. Grant, with his power-
ful, rugged physique, might 

be better known for his 
more traditionally 

masculine, com-
manding perfor-

mances in films 
such as Hitch-
cock’s Notori-
ous, but in 
S c r e w b a l l 
he is free to 
become a 
dazzl ingly 
deft and 
c h a r m i n g 
comic per-

former. In 
Bringing up 

Baby he plays 
an endearingly 

flustered palaeon-
tologist, serving as 

the perfect foil to Kath-
erine Hepburn’s irresistibly 

chaotic force of nature, who 
bewilders and attracts him in equal 

measures. 
It is delightful to see 

Grant and Hepburn 
upending gender 

expectations, such 
as in the iconic 

scene where he 
runs around 
her house in 
her fluffy 
d r e s s i n g 
gown, hys-
t e r i c a l l y 
j u m p i n g 
a r o u n d 
and prov-
ing himself 

a master of 
slapstick com-

edy while she 
calmly goes about 

her business.
Even so, while 

the gender dynamics of 
Screwball are undeniably 

ahead of their time, these films 

are not straightforwardly feminist in the 
twenty-first century sense of the term. Despite 
its bold challenging of received gender roles, 
Screwball certainly isn’t free from traditional, 
outdated patriarchal structures. One of the 
(remarkably few) aspects of Screwball com-
edy which has not aged well is its tendency to 
emphasise the role of the female protagonist’s 
father. For example, in both It Happened One 
Night and The Philadelphia Story, the ap-

proval of the female protagonist’s father is in-
tegral in securing the couple’s happy romantic 
resolution. There is a somewhat queasy echo 
of the traditional patriarchal structure of a 
woman being handed down from her father 
to her husband. Nevertheless, it is important 
not to lose sight of the revolutionary gender 
relations of Screwball comedies, with their 
well-written, redoubtable women, while also 
acknowledging that they are in other ways 
dated.

Another factor giving Screwball its highly 
distinctive feel is the fact that it came from 
the era of the Great Depression. This context 
arguably shows in its escapist tendencies, 
with its recurring theme of wealthy, beauti-
ful people being very silly in a series of zany 
situations. However, far from simply indulg-
ing itself entirely in escapist shenanigans, 
Screwball engages with its socioeconomic 
context, often with a fantastically light touch. 
Money and class is an integral part of Screw-
ball, with almost all of them involving some 
sort of confrontation between classes. Some-
times this is uncompromisingly barbed, such 
as in The Lady Eve, in which the heroine and 
her father, both professional con artists, re-
duce their mega-rich victim, a desperately 
naïve and prudish Henry Fonda, to a wreck 
both mentally and physically. This is done in 
relentless, beautifully executed feats of slap-
stick which leave him sprawling in the mud, 
covered in roast beef, falling over sofas and 
in many other undignified positions. Others, 
such as Frank Capra’s It Happened One Night, 
arguably the first Screwball comedy, address 
class dynamics with both wit and tenderness, 
with Claudette Colbert’s sheltered heiress 
taking an odyssey through ordinary, working 
class America as she hitchhikes her way from 
Florida to New York, overcoming class bound-
aries by making genuine, human connections.

Perhaps another consequence of Screw-
ball’s origins in the Great Depression, a pe-
riod of great uncertainty and instability, is 
the fact that these films defy straightforward 
resolutions. They acknowledge, in a playful, 
entertaining way, the unpredictability of all 
relationships, including marriage. Romance 
is not presented as the ultimate certainty, as it 
so often is in modern rom-coms, with our rap-
turously lovestruck protagonists completely 
assured of eternal happiness and fulfilment. 

Nothing stays still for long in the world of 
Screwball, and this extends to relationships, 
which are explosively dynamic and anything 
but certain. One particularly notable exam-
ple of a film in which marriage is presented 
as wildly erratic is The Philadelphia Story, in 
which the icily imperious heiress Tracy Lord 
(Katherine Hepburn) must choose between 
her fiancé George Kittredge (John How-
ard), the handsome, cynical young reporter 
Macaulay Connor (James Stewart), and her 
down-to-earth, albeit somewhat oddly named, 
ex-husband, C.K. Dexter Haven (Cary Grant). 
The film ends with Tracy running from one 
wedding ceremony into another hasty (re)
marriage ceremony. It is nail-bitingly unpre-
dictable up until to the very last minute.

An appreciation of these various aspects 
of Screwball brings me to what is easily the 
most important feature of any romantic com-
edy - they are blisteringly funny. These films 
may be seventy to eighty years old, but they are 
still overflowing with deep-cutting one liners, 
and genuinely hilarious moments of slapstick, 
all delivered by extremely skilful comic actors. 
What really stands out, though, is Screwball’s 
incredible verbal dexterity. There is a popu-
lar saying that once film learned to talk, it 
couldn’t stop talking, and Screwball, emerg-
ing as it did in the mid-1930s, at the begin-
ning of talkies becoming standard practice, 
certainly supports this statement. I prefer to 
watch His Girl Friday with subtitles on, so as 
to keep up with the electrifying, superhuman-
ly fast dialogue between Rosalind Russell and 
Cary Grant, whose legendary verbal sparring 
is quintessential Screwball.

Despite the often startling modernity of 
Screwball comedies, in other ways they are 
also undeniably very much of their time. The 

world of Screwball is almost universally white 
and heterosexual, very few of them are likely 
to pass the Bechdel test, and, of course, they  
inevitably emulate patriarchal social struc-
tures. However, they have a greater purpose, 
with so much more to them than simple  boy-
meets-girl, ultimate meaning found: end of 
story. Romance is presented in these films as 
a dynamic and exciting clash, in which tra-
ditional gender and class relations are often 
boldly challenged, and what’s more, they are 
hysterically funny.

Screwball is the wellspring from which 
the modern rom-com emerged, and the best 
of them, such as Intolerable Cruelty, the Coen 
brothers’ criminally underrated 2003 rom-
com, take very clear inspiration from them, 
foregoing gooey sentimentality for sharp wit 
and a relentlessly compelling battle between 
the central couple. However, Screwball com-
edies deserve to be watched, not just as an 
important part of film history, but as brilliant, 
trailblazing films in their own right, which 
can be appreciated both on a political level, 
and as ingeniously constructed, extremely en-
joyable comedies. M
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molly leeming examines the appeal of a classic hollywood genre that has managed to withstand the test of time

old but gold: In praise of Screwball Comedy 

Romance is not 
presented as the 

ultimate certainty, 
as it so often is in 

modern rom-coms
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The most
important part:

screwball comedies
are blisteringly funny
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The New Manic Pixie Dream Girl: an exploration

The term ‘Manic Pixie Dream Girl’ 
(MPDG) was first coined by film critic 
Nathan Rabin in 2007, but the charac-

ter has been around practically since the 
beginning of cinema. The MPDG 
is unconventionally beautiful, 
she has a unique soulful en-

ergy and she’s 
full of 

quirkiness and endearing qualities. Her pur-
pose in the film is to entice the main male 

character into her web of living 
freely and loving deeply. The 

purpose of the MPDG is in-
herently sexist as she exists 

to help sad white men live 
a better life – with little 
regard for her own. There 
have been multiple at-
tempts to pull apart the 
concept of the MPDG, 
however I would argue 
that the MPDG has taken 

on a new form. She has be-
come something else in the 
modern world in order to 
fit in more with the target 

audience.
My favourite film, and 

one I feel features an interest-
ing manifestation of the Manic Pixie 

Dream Girl, is Almost Famous (2000) di-
rected by Cameron Crowe. Almost Famous 
follows William as he writes an article for 

Rolling Stone aged 15 at the height of rock 
and roll in the 70s, joining the fictional band 
Stillwater on tour. 

The girl in question here is, of course, 
Penny Lane, played wonderfully by Kate 
Hudson. She describes herself as a band-aid: 
“We are not groupies. Groupies sleep with 
rockstars because they want to be near some-

one famous. We are here because of the music, 
we inspire the music. We are band aids.” The 
men she draws into her web are Stillwater’s 
lead singer Russell, and William who is also 
infatuated with her. She catches their eyes for 
being different and is a unique beauty in a way 
that is archetypal of a MPDG. 

However, where Penny Lane differs is in 
the ending of her story. Most MPDGs exist 
just to support their male counterpart(s) and 
the film ends with the two falling in love, for 
example: Sam and Andrew in Garden State; 
Drew and Claire in Elizabethtown or Juno and 
Paulie in Juno. However, Penny Lane doesn’t 
do this. She moves to Morocco, she pursues 
neither Russell nor William; she has her own 
ending. This independent version of a MPDG, 
I believe, has been constructed to appeal to 
the growing desire for the representation of 
independent women and there are multiple 
examples of it in more recent works in film.

Another film that features this new 
MPDG is American Honey (2016), directed by 
Andrea Arnold. The story follows Star (Sasha 
Lane) as she joins a magazine sales crew. We 
watch as she meets new people, forms new 
bonds and goes on a journey of self-explora-
tion through the Midwest. Star’s home life 
is unconventional and uncomfortable, she’s 
constantly groped by her alcoholic father and 
is tasked with looking after her two younger 
siblings. On a shopping trip she meets Jake, 
who is attracted to her and invites her to join 

his group on their travels. Upon first watch-
ing, American Honey may seem like a classic 
boy-meets-girl romance (albeit slightly more 
complicated.) However, what it is really about 
at its core is watching Star grow up and away 
from this storyline. The film ends with the 
crew lighting a bonfire, to the soundtrack of 
“God’s Whisper” by Raury. Jake approaches 
Star and gives her a turtle. Star could choose 
to treasure this turtle, as a symbol of her hold-
ing on to the toxic love she has for Jake. In-
stead, she releases it back into the water, let-
ting Jake go, and emerges from the water as if 
she is born again – free from the chains of her 
relationship.

I think this new MPDG has a different 
target audience to the original. She is built 
to inspire girls and women. Instead of being 
created for all the men watching the screen 
to want her, she is created for all the women 
watching the film to be her. She’s sexy and de-
sirable, but has a level of independence that 
proves she can function and thrive without 
a man. Fundamentally she defines her story; 
the men in the film are an accessory – not vice 
versa. 

The new MPDG can be described perfect-
ly by an old MPDG; Clementine from Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind: “Too many 
guys think I’m a concept, or I complete them, 
or I’m gonna make them alive. But I’m just a 
fucked-up girl who’s looking for my own peace 
of mind. Don’t assign me yours.”

Growing up, I loved the movie Bend It 
Like Beckham so much. While it was 
an extremely funny and feel-good 

movie, I came to realise that the fact that it 
was centred around a British-Indian family 
was a huge reason for my bias. It was also one 
of the only films of this kind. Yes, it was true: 
I saw myself in the protagonist Jasminda. 
She was one of the only characters in Western 
films which shared a similar perspective and 
cultural dilemmas that I did, as the movie 
eloquently depicted the clash of cultures that 
many children of immigrants face. 

The movie was from her perspective and 
she was arguably the hero of the story. Seeing 
a positive portrayal of someone who I felt rep-
resented by proved to me why representation 
matters so much. While I had this one promi-
nent example growing up, it would have been  
encouraging to see many more representa-
tions.

It is true that a lot of the time, alternate 
cultures, especially from third world coun-
tries, are depicted in a derogatory and patron-
ising way. For example, Rajesh Koothrappali 
in The Big Bang Theory fills the racially di-
verse void, yet he is still only the sidekick who 
conforms to a typical stereotype. He is subject 
to racial remarks and is consequently patron-
ised. As a result, this negative media stereo-
typing reduces self-esteem and expectations. 
It also gives an inaccurate representation 
of racial minorities and makes them seem 
like ‘the other,’ highlighting their differences 
which can consequently influence people in 
the wrong way and lead to discrimination.

Additionally, the BBC’s series Bodyguard 

(spoiler alert) was controversial as the terror-
ist within the TV show was a Muslim woman 
who wore a burqa. While she was the master-
mind behind the terrorist actions and thus 
challenged the stereotype of Muslim women 
being passive and oppressed by their hus-
bands, it still represented a Muslim woman 
who wore a burqa as a terrorist which ulti-
mately contributes to Islamophobia. 

It is certainly dangerous if the only main-
stream representation of women who wear 
burqas is as terrorists because it attaches a 
negative label towards them. This has nega-
tive implications for Muslim women and also 
impacts the perception people have towards 
Muslim women and people of colour. Films 
and television shows undoubtedly affect the 
way in which viewers perceive the world and 
have great power in influencing attitudes as 
they are so prominent in everyday life. 

Why is it that when racial minorities are 
portrayed they have to conform to the promi-
nent stereotype? Even Jasminda had strict, 
overbearing parents - a classic stereotype of 
Asian parents.

BAME backgrounds need to be the heroes 
of the stories in film; their cultures need to be 
valued, respected and not degraded. Black 
Panther (2018) was celebrated by African-
American people all across the USA because it 
defied all Hollywood stereotypes. It had a pre-
dominantly black cast and was hugely influ-
ential for the representation of black people. 
Black Panther incorporated fantastic repre-
sentations of strong African women and black 
people who were the kings and superheroes of 
movies. It is important that children grow up 

seeing themselves and their culture in 
this way as it allows them to develop 
greater self-esteem and believe 
they are capable of anything. It 
also means that they can feel 
proud of their own culture rather 
than being constantly portrayed 
as ‘the other’ and consequently as-
piring to be something else.

Luckily, there has been in-
creasing emphasis on mi-
nority representation in 
Western films, and TV 
shows such as Fresh 
off the Boat, Master 
of None and Jane the 
Virgin have made 
protagonists eth-
nically diverse. 
While this does 
wonders for per-
ception and in-
clusivity, it also 
has a positive 
effect on ethni-
cally diverse ac-
tors who sometimes 
find it hard to be cast 
in movies and television 
shows that do not seek 
ethnically diverse actors. 

However, there is 
still a long way to go. 
According to research 
by USC Anneburg, in 
popular films from 2006-
2014, 70.8 per cent of ac-

tors were white, 13.6 per cent were black, 
5.7 per cent were Asian and 7 per cent 

were Other. This overwhelming lack 
of diversity is an indicator of the need 
for greater representation and why 
the Oscars in 2016 was boycotted 
because it lacked diversity, hence the 

hashtag #Oscarssowhite.
People are influenced by what 

they see, which is why representation 
is so important; it allows differ-

ent cultures to be properly 
appreciated. Characters are 

used to comment on soci-
ety but also people search 
for their own identity in 
them and seeing a char-
acter like ourselves al-
lows us to be architects 

of our own narratives. 
It connects us to 
stories and histories 
of those like us. It is 
very important be-
cause through medi-
ums like film, people 

see themselves through 
the way they are portrayed 

by characters like them.
As Rupi Kaur said in her 

poem the sun and her flow-
ers: “Representation is vital 
otherwise the butterfly sur-
rounded by a group of moths 
unable to see itself will keep 
trying to become the moth - 
representation.”

Representation on screen: it does matter. a lot. 
Sabrina Doshi explores the need for and benefits of ethnically-diverse representation in films and television series

ROSIE HOUGH DISCUSSES THE FRAGILITY AND MODERN reinterpretations OFthis particularly UNREALISTIC CHARACTER TROPE
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Part-time campus jobs are some of the 
most competitive positions for students. 
Their convenience, being just a couple 

of steps away from where students already 
spend most of their time, makes them ex-
tremely popular. So, if you fancy yourself for 
one of these limited positions or are thinking 
about lining up work for the next academic 
year over the summer, you’ve got to stay 
ahead of the game. To do this, there are three 
main places to keep your eye on: YUSU, the 
University website and the Careers Gateway.  

First up, YUSU. The University’s Student 
Union offers many different types of jobs, in-
cluding part-time work on campus. Perhaps 
the most popular is work in the YUSU Bars 

(V-Bar, Courtyard, Glasshouse, D-Bar and 
The Lounge). All these outlets rely on stu-
dents working both behind the bar and in 
catering, positions which are highly sought 
after. Student staff are contracted to work a 
minimum of eight hours per week during 
term time, with pay ranging between sev-
en to just over eight pounds depending 
on age. Like with most bar work, ex-
perience is preferred, but YUSUBars 
are open to applications from anyone 
who is keen and hard-working, so past 
experience is never a requirement. The 
best place to find out about the differ-
ent jobs YUSU is recruiting for at any 
given time, other than the YUSU 
website itself, is to follow YU-
SUBars on either Facebook or 
Twitter, where they post when 
job opportunities arise.

Another part-time 
role within YUSU 
worth considering 
is that of a YUSU 
Student Ambassa-
dor. Working as a 
YUSU ambassa-
dor, you would 
be involved 
in promot-
ing YUSU 
on open days 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the year, as 
well as at one-
off events, in-
cluding: Fresher’s 
week, Summer Ball 
and Roses. With pay 
ranging between £7.83-
£8.21 depending on 
your age, the pay for 
this role is the average 
for on-campus part-
time work. Applicants 
would need to be able 

to commit to at least three out of the four 
open days the University runs each year, so if 
you’re looking for more consistent work then 
this one may not be the role for you. But if 
you’re a chatty person who would enjoy work-
ing at events and engaging with members of 
the public and other students, then this po-
sition offers decent pay for an odd few days’ 
work scattered throughout the year.

The next place to look for on-campus 
work is through the University itself, where 
one of the roles available is a Student Ambas-
sador position similar to that being offered by 
YUSU. Offering essentially the same pay for 
both roles, with successful applicants earn-
ing between £7.70-£8.21 dependent on their 
age, the choice between these positions essen-
tially comes down to the type of events you’d 
prefer to be working at and what quantity of 
work you’d be prepared to commit to over the 
course of the year.

This Student Ambassador role, offered 
directly by the university, offers more work 
throughout the year. They require their am-
bassadors to work not only on open days, but 
also on post offer days, taster days, participate 
in student talks and panels and to run activi-
ties with school groups.  A University Student 
Ambassador is required to work a minimum 
of twenty-four hours over the academic year. 
So, while the YUSU ambassador role involves 
working at events for current students as well 
as at open days, the University’s Ambassador 
role involves only working with prospective 
students or parents and within the commu-
nity.

The YUSU roles also require their am-
bassadors to be promoting the Student Union 

specifically as opposed to focusing pri-
marily on the University; both im-

portant factors to consider when 
applying. It is also key to note 
that there are International Stu-
dent Ambassador roles available 
too, offered by the University for 
international students to apply 
for only. Another part-time oppor-
tunity offered by the University is 

as a YUCall Student Fundraiser. 
This involves working as part of 

a team of forty, to call Univer-
sity of York alumni and ask 

them to make monthly 
charitable donations 

to the University. 
While the job de-

scription involves 
needing to ask 
alumni ques-
tions and gen-
erally chat to 
them on the 
phone, the 
key element 
of the job is 
e s s e n t i a l l y 
asking for 
money, so if 
that’s some-

thing you don’t 
think you would 

be comfortable do-
ing, this role isn’t for 
you. However, for those 
who wouldn’t mind this 
element of the job, this 

role’s pay is one of the 
best for part-time work on 
campus offering £8.76 per 

hour and providing the potential for progres-
sion to become a Senior Fundraiser or Super-
visor. Work as a YUCall Fundraiser only runs 
for twelve weeks of the year, organised as two 
blocks of six weeks, with fundraisers needing 
to be able to work a minimum of six hours 
each week.   

To keep up to date on all the student jobs 
being offered by the University, head to the 
‘Work While You Study’ section of the Univer-
sity’s website. Jobs are updated throughout 
the year, with new positions becoming avail-
able constantly, so be sure to keep checking-
throughout the year.  

The third place to be looking for job op-
portunities is the Careers Gateway. By go-
ing the ‘search opportunities’ section on the 
website, you can narrow down the selection 
of jobs shown to you. Jobs displayed on the 
Gateway are always changing and are not 
offered by the University itself but are from 
external companies, so the University recom-
mends looking into opportunities thorough-
ly especially if they involve any kind of zero 
hours contract. While jobs will often promote 
being “flexible around your studies” as a sell-
ing point, it is a good idea to investigate fur-
ther to ensure what the exact specifications of 
the role are.

An example of a job currently being ad-
vertised on the gateway is companies look-
ing for transcribers. For proficient typists 
this could be a good option, allowing you to 
take on as much or as little work as you want 
typing out transcripts from audio recordings. 
Depending on the speed and accuracy of your 
typing, skills that would improve the more 
you worked, this job offers a competitive pay 
of between £7.50 and £12 an hour.

Working as a tutor is another option. 
Regularly advertised on the Gateway, work-
ing as a tutor in a subject you love could be a 
great opportunity, especially for those poten-
tially interested in teaching as a future career. 
No previous teaching experience is required, 
as training is provided, however be careful to 
investigate how much (if any) work is guar-
anteed after training, as many programmes 
do not guarantee work or require students 
to find their own tutoring jobs. But if you do 
manage to get work, tutoring can be one of 
the best paid student jobs around with pay 

ranging between £17 to £55 per hour.
And finally, another opportunity cur-

rently being promoted on the Gateway is 
that of a Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Ambassador. This role would involve pro-
moting the Office’s ‘Travel Aware’ campaign. 
Ideal for students interested in writing, social 
media communication or creative projects, 
part of this role would involve promoting the 
campaign from your personal social media, 
meaning this job is not ideal for those among 
us who haven’t updated their Facebook pro-
file picture in several years and who’s Twitter 
followers include their mum and a few spam 
accounts. The role is instead directed more 
at those constant tweeters and regular Insta-
gramers. Applicants should have some kind of 
journalistic experience, even if that is simply 
having a blog or YouTube channel. This role 
looks like an excellent opportunity for any-

one wishing to pursue a career in journalism 
or even public relations, as candidates would 
need to be comfortable talking to large groups 
of people as well.

Although this was just a brief run-down 
of the part-time on-campus jobs available, the 
take home message should be that these roles 
are some of the most competitive student jobs 
in town and so to be in with a chance it is key 
to stay vigilant! The websites we have given 
you should be a good start: keeping up to date 
with opportunities as they are published by 
regularly checking YUSU Jobs, the University 
of York’s ‘Work while you study’ page and the 
Career’s Gateway, offers you the best chance of 
securing yourself one of these highly sought-
after positions. M
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I t seems that over the past few months, 
gaming has been in a process of realign-
ment. At last, the endless wave of Battle 

Royale clones have stopped their monotonous 
march. It also seems as though the backlash 
against gaming corporations’ greed has finally 
hit what nerves the triple-A games industry 
have left. Furthermore, the beginning of the 
year saw a string of games announced that 
god me particualrly interested. Ob-
sidian’s The Outerworlds was con-
firmed to be an exciting worldly 
romp, the carnage of Borderlands 
will return to our screens in a 
new iteration, and even the In-
die titan of Super Meat Boy will 
be returning in the coming year. 
It was then to my dismay that 
I couldn’t play them because 
they weren’t being released on 
Steam, but were in fact being released on the 
new Epic Games Store.

With the exception of Valve and Steam, 
when specific game companies release their 
own exclusive store to the internet it always 
come soff as unnecessary. When EA launched 
Origin and Ubisoft released U-Play as dedi-
cated stores, it struck me as a hapless ploy to 
get gamers to come to their treehouse club in-
stead of just sticking together. In short, they 
usually don’t work. However, the Epic Games 

Store has successfully dodged the traps that 
doomed Origin and UPlay. Firstly they caught 
on from Valve’s success that it is a lot easier 
to sell other peoples games then to only sell 
your own. Epic Games has done brilliantly in 
that respect as they have managed to capture 
not only some exclusive titles, but also the col-
lective works of David Cage and 

even 
a couple of 

Ubisoft sandboxes. Sec-
ondly, they have successfully 
evaded marketing their store as a social 
platform and instead focused on acquiring 
big franchises. One of EA and Ubisoft’s big-
gest mistakes was assuming that just because 
I was stuck playing alongside MadJOBS69 
for 5 games meant that I wanted to be his 
friend, learn his life story and then elope to 
Vegas for the shotgun Elvis wedding. Maybe 

this is a personal point but 90 per cent of the 
people I meet online whirl up to me, say I 
suck then run away shouting racial expletives. 
Why would I want to be friends with them? 
Better to stick to Steam’s formula of provid-
ing a diverse video games marketplace. One 
of Steam’s strengths is its diversity of games to 

play; from simulator to strategy, Steam has 
the game for you. If the Epic Store can 
pull the same trick, they might sur-

vive.
In all, the suc-

cess of the Epic Games 
Store relies solely on 
its exclusive title ap-
peal. It also relies on 

how many people can 
be persuaded to use the system in-

stead of Steam. Steam is to gaming stores 
what World of Warcraft is to MMOs, you can 
only hope to garner the public’s interest for a 
brief moment before they leap back into their 
comfort zone. Like Origin and U-Play, Epic 
Store is hanging in the balance. They can only 
survive as long as they hold exclusive appeal, 
after that they must try to find a unique sell-
ing point in a hegemonic marketplace. I am 
all for the competition that this development 
will generate, but I cannot see Epic Games 
surpassing Steam for a long time. It will take 
more than exclusives to make this fad last.

Ubisoft Montreal, developers of the ac-
claimed Assassin’s Creed franchise, 
have spoken out about the tragic fire 

that destroyed the beloved Cathedral of Notre 
Dame in Paris. After the fire had been dealt 
with by Parisian emergency services the 
game developer pledged both €500,000 
and the use of their custom-designed 
and painstakingly rendered art assets 
from their game Assassin’s Creed: 
Unity to the reconstruction efforts 
of the beloved cultural landmark.

Ubisoft Montreal, the key 
development studio of the fran-
chise, and their parent com-
pany Ubisoft have prided 
themselves on their faith-
ful renditionings of histori-
cal events and locales with 
minimal artistic licence for the 
actual setting of their games. 
Throughout the 12 year lifespan 
of the Assassin’s Creed franchise up 
to this point, the developers have 
painstakingly rendered some of the 
world’s most beloved landmarks in 
HD with almost one to one exact 
likeness for even details as intri-
cate as the brickwork. In Assassin’s 
Creed: Brotherhood, they recreated al-
most all of the historical landmarks in 
Renaissance Rome, including the Colos-
seum and the Vatican. In Assassin’s Creed: 

Syndicate, Victorian London and 
landmarks like the Houses of Par-
liament got the same treatment. 
Now Assassin’s Creed: Unity and 
it’s painstakingly crafted digi-
tal reconstruction of the Notre 

Dame Cathedral could be the 
key for restoration teams 
in their efforts to repair 
the damage.

Ubisoft Montreal 
reportedly spent around 
two years creating their 
digital modeling of the 
cathedral which has 
been called a “brick-
by-brick” recreation 
of the landmark by 
one of the game’s 
art designers Caro-

line Miousse, 
who worked 

a l m o s t 
solely on 

the Cathe-
dral in the 

game. Unity’s 
depiction of 
the Cathedral 
could offer 

the restoration 
teams more than any scans of 
the original building simply be-

cause of its details. This includes a full digital 
recreation of many of the more intricate deco-
rative designs on the roof as well as much of 
the art on display in the form of the stained 
glass windows on the walls which did not sur-
vive the fire. Ubisoft’s design of the cathedral 
might be the single most detailed resource for 
those that need to see what the Cathedral used 
to look like in order to restore it to its former 
glory.

Ubisoft’s pledge to help the rebuilding 
efforts and their generous monetary dona-
tion to the rebuilding fund were accompanied 
with the following statement the week after 
the fire: “As the smoke clears on the events 
that unfolded on Monday at the Notre-Dame 
de Paris, we stand in solidarité with our fel-
low Parisians and everyone around the world 
moved by the devastation the fire caused.” It 
is clear that Ubisoft’s dedication to historical 
accuracy extends beyond their virtual worlds.

Questions are still being asked about 
what and who exactly caused the fire, and 
whether the Cathedral should even be rebuilt 
or completely restored. However, it is a fan-
tastic thought that the time, dedication and 
hard work of video game designers like Caro-
line Miousse might be used to rebuild and 
restore one of the world’s most famous land-
marks. Whatever opinions people might have 
about the tragedy’s importance, the useful-
ness of video games in this instance will give 
the entire industry an important boost.

Publisher: Maxi Games
Genre: Upholstery-em-up 
Full Cost: £389
Rating: Motherlode/10

The greatest argument against a human 
god, Sims proves time and time again 
that you can never have enough five 
pound DLC for tinsel coloured wallpaper. 
There is no end to the fun of taking lad-

Publisher: Koei Tecmo Games
Genre: Waifu Strategy Games
Full Cost: £997
Rating: Nico Nico Nii/10

The Japanese Beat em up that never saw 
the light of day. 100 per cent action with 
a few too many “mature moments” to 
grace the Steam page. Add all the DLC  
to guarantee satisfaction and lose noth-
ing but dignity as it shows all your Steam 
friends what you just spent a grand on.  

Publisher: Dovetail Games
Genre: Thomas Sim
Full Cost: £5458
Rating: Replacement Bus/10

You play retired superspy Max Chads-
worth in his latest high octane adven-
ture; taking the delayed 7:03 LNER ser-
vice from Peterborough to Grantham. A 
suspension of disbelief is required in this 

Publisher: Ubisoft
Genre: Phat Beat Sim
Full Cost: £575
Rating: Boomer /10

The fantasy of taking the front stage at 
Glastonbury is replicated perfectly in this 
button masher. If your hard-on for hard-
ware is not complete, add the entire ar-
chive of BBC Radio Humberside for just 
two months rent!

Gaming M17

CAN UBISOFT’S GAMES HELP NOTRE DAME?
joseph higgins looks into ubisoft’s involvement in restoring the notre dame cathedral

The Epic Store cannot surpass steam 
Jan De Boer asks whether Epic Games’ new online store can survive the heat of Steam

Quickfire Review by Joseph Higgins 
Borderlands GOTY Enhanced
Players: 1-4  Type: Video Game
Final Score:  8/10

Revealing the long-awaited Borderlands 3 wasn’t 
enough for Gearbox and 2k Games lately. They’ve 
also gone all in on remastering the game that 
started it all. The definitive loot shooter. Border-
lands Game of The Year (GOTY) edition is now 
“enhanced” so it’s a great time to dive into the 
franchise. 
That said, the enhancement hasn’t changed all 

that much in the game. A revamp of the infa-
mously bad final boss was welcome, a mini-map 
like the subsequent games had was almost a ne-
cessity and the graphics have been given a sur-
prisingly good clean up considering the timeless 
art style. The addition of SHiFT support encour-
ages social media interaction with the developers 
to earn powerful leveled gear. Also, guns. Thou-

sands more guns. Added to the hundreds of thou-
sands of guns You’re gonna be literally tripping 
over guns. It almost makes you wish they’d added 
a way to get more inventory capacity but alas, 
no game is perfect. Borderlands might not have 
known the dynasty it would spawn but enhancing 
the game a decade later means that everyone gets 
to experience this modern classic.

The Most 
Expensive 

games
Train Simulator 2019

The Sims 3

World of warcraft

Dead or ALive 5

Rocksmith

Publisher: Blizzard
Genre: lvl 110 Boosting 
Game
Full Cost: £50+Purgatory
Rating: LEEROY!/10

The old timer still brings a mountain of 
surprises and costs if you fancy playing 
beyond the first three hours. The king 
of cash-flow is still one of the greats of 
the genre, but it still has my vote as the 
wallet sponge to rule them all.
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Travelling sustainably can be hard, espe-
cially when you’re faced with airports 
full of packaged foods, disposable coffee 

cups and water bottles. However, it is easy to 
be mindful over what you pack so you can do 
your bit to help the environment as you travel!

Bamboo toothbrushes are something you 
can easily use in your day to day life as plastic 
toothbrushes are one of the worst contribu-
tors towards plastic consumption. Plastic, 
foldaway tooth brushes realistically do not 
save a great deal of room when packing for 
travels, therefore using a bamboo one which 
will biodegrade will be far more sustainable. 
Plastic toothbrushes will never disappear 
once you have thrown them away!

Rather than using single use knives and 
forks which are often readily available in air-
ports, bring your own bamboo or metal ones. 
You can get packs of forks, knives, spoons and 
even packs with a bamboo straw. If you search 
on the internet or check out a local zero waste 
store you will find a variety, I carry mine eve-
rywhere!

Plastic water bottles are one of the worst 
polluters of the ocean and it is so easy to carry 

around a re-usable one that will also carry 
more liquid. This is perfect for any type of 
travel as access to water is a necessity and 
most airports have water refills; alternatively, 
you can ask a bar to fill it up after you have 
gone through security.

If you are someone who can’t go anywhere 
or get through the day without a coffee, pack-
ing a re-usable coffee cup is a must. Bringing 
one of these on your travels means that if you 
are time restricted and need to collect your 
coffee/tea/hot chocolate and get going, you 
don’t have to damage the environment by us-
ing a disposable cup. There are various brands 
of these and, once again, you can check online 
or in a variety of shops, even Paperchase has 
them!

A simple way of both avoiding the stress 
of checking how much liquid you are carry-
ing and contributing to plastic waste is to use 
solid toiletries. You can get most things from 
Lush such as bars of soap, conditioner, sham-
poo, deodorant, moisturiser and even tooth-
paste. It cuts back on waste and stress!

To cut down on waste it’s best to bring 
your own snacks and food in reusable con-

tainers which you can use later on in your 
travels. Making sandwiches, overnight oats, 
biscuits etc for the journey not only cuts back 
on waste, but will save you money too! If 
you’re having a meal on the plane due to it be-
ing a long haul flight it is always better to be 
organised and bring your own, airplane food 
isn’t great anyway!

Finally, it is always handy to bring a reus-
able bag, just in case, whether it’s for arrival at 
your location and the trip to get supplies, or to 
put excess things in that might not pack away 
in your main bag. You never know when you 
might need it!

These are just some simple things you can 
do to help the environment and cut down on 
single use plastic. Implementing these things 
into your everyday routine will also make 
a difference. Of course a key way to really 
make a difference is to try and cut back on the 
amount of flights you go on per year, as flying 
is one of the worst things you can do for the 
planet. That said, every little bit helps and the 
big changes can only come from the top (look-
ing towards the government) so do your part 
to encourage them to take action!

If you’re considering a trip to Budapest for 
some late-night escapades, then this as-
pect of Budapest’s cityscape is not to be 

missed. Once you’ve been into one ruin bar, 
you’ll be hooked. Whether you’re admiring 
the gardens of Szimpla Kert, dancing under 
the hanging cages of Instant, or kicking back 
with tacos in Ellato Kert, you’re guaranteed to 
have the time of your life.

Though the pride and joy of Budapest’s 
famous nightlife rose from the ashes of 
WWII, the city’s ruin bars are an extremely 
recent development. Hungary has certainly 
been through the mill in the last century. Dur-
ing the Nazi occupation of 1944, 10 000 Hun-
garian Jews were deported from Budapest 
to concentration camps, leaving hundreds of 
buildings in the city’s Jewish Quarter aban-
doned and derelict. The area remained in this 

state, until the turn of the century when some 
young entrepreneurs saw riches where others 
saw rubble.

 It all began with the opening of Szimpla 
Kert (which translates to ‘simple garden’) in 
2004. A group of young entrepreneurs were 
looking for a cheap place to set up business, 
and decided that a dilapidated stove factory, 
due for demolition, would do the trick. Rather 
than renovating the building, they decided 
to work with the space as it was, adding un-
conventional furnishings, like seating made 
from a bathtub, and a table placed inside a 
car. They turned the building into an eclec-
tic, unique space that’s been embraced by lo-
cals and tourists alike. The sprawling bar has 
grown in both popularity and size, boasting 
an upstairs garden, shisha bar, and a burger 
restaurant. Considering Szimpla Kert is fa-
mously labelled as the original ruin bar, and 
hence is a renowned tourist hotspot, it is very 
affordable for students. Prices in Hungary are 
generally low, so while in other ruins bars you 
may pay £1 for a pint, in Szimpla Kert you 
may pay £2.50. Wetherspoons prices, with 
significantly better ambience.

Szimpla Kert provided the blueprint for 
all future ruin bars, which quickly sprung up 
throughout the noughties, some permanent, 
some only around for a single summer. The 
Jewish District gradually became the hub 
of Budapest’s nightlife. If you’re looking for 
expertly made yet cheap cocktails alongside 
some cheap Mexican cuisine, Ellato Kert is 
worth checking out. For an all-night rave, 
Instant is unmissable. Renowned as the big-
gest ruin bar in Budapest, Instant recently re-
located to Akácfa street 49, having outgrown 
their old premises. It hosts four dancefloors 
and eight bars, and sells pizza, so you could 
feasibly stay there from early evening till early 
morning.

As with all quirky local hangouts, the 
chic, grungy sprawl of ruins bars have become 
increasingly popular with pesky tourists like 

ourselves, especially for stag dos; Budapest 
ranked 3rd in Ampilot’s top ten European 
stag do destinations. But the ruins bars have 
remained a popular local phenomenon, offer-
ing more than just unforgettable (or perhaps 
un-rememberable?) nights out. In the day, 
some ruins bars are transformed into flea and 
farmers markets, which is a great opportunity 
for local producers to show off their ware. For 
example, Szimpla Kert hosts a Sunday farm-
er’s market from 9:00am until 2:00pm.

 In February 2018, a referendum was 
held in the Jewish Quarter, proposing that all 
bars and clubs close between midnight and 
6:00am. Only 15 per cent of residents showed 
up, and the result was declared invalid. It’s 
easy to see why some residents aren’t raving 
about the continual party, but for many resi-
dents of the Jewish Quarter, the ruins bars are 
a colourful, welcome addition to local culture. 
After all, the entrepreneurs behind the expan-
sion of these bohemian spaces took build-
ings otherwise destined for demolition, and 
turned them into something beautiful, bring-
ing vibrancy and new life to an area which had 
borne scars of war for too long. 

In between drinking and dancing, the 
House of Terror on Andrássy Avenue is well 
worth a visit. When admiring the shabby chic 
of the ruin bars, it can be easy to forget that 
their dilapidated state is the result of a long 
period of terror in Hungary. The House of 
Terror was formerly the headquarters of both 
the Arrow Cross Party (Hungarian Nazis) 
from 1944 to 1945, and the AVH (the secret 
police under the communist regime) from 
1945 until 1956. Under this roof, hundreds 
of Hungarians were tortured and executed. 
It doesn’t make for a light-hearted afternoon, 
but it does provide a comprehensive overview 
of the terror under which Budapest’s citizens 
suffered and is well worth a visit. 

The Jewish Quarter’s ruins bars really are 
a sight to behold and it is an area not to be 
missed on a visit to Budapest. After all, the 

area can only continue to flourish and grow 
with continued support. The future state of 
Hungary’s ruins bars is yet to be seen, but 
given the rapidity of their growth, I can’t see 
them disappearing any time soon. The offer 
of unique, upcycled spaces with pints for a 
pound is a hard one to turn down.
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lily abel gives some simple tips on how you can make your travel zero waste and environmentally friendly
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the szimpla life of budAPEST’S RUIN BARS
aNNABEL MULLINER EXPLORES THE HISTORY ofthe hungarian capital’s ruin bars and recommends some of the best to visit



During a period of overwhelming and 
ceaseless academic focus that con-
sumed a disproportionate amount of 

my Easter ‘break’, one evening I was offered 
a moment of respite in the form of a remark-
able and modern cuisine. Named after owner 
Tommy Banks’ book of the same name, Roots 
opened its doors in September last year. It is 
situated on Marygate and tucked away just 
within the banks of the River Ouse, 
directly outside the city walls. 
The latest addition to Banks’ 
Michelin awarded Black 
Swan in Olstead, Roots 
promises to continue 
his legacy of simplic-
ity, detail and high 
quality. 

 I started the 
evening with a 
Roots’ original cock-
tail called Nose to Tail 
in the upstairs bar: a 
cosy modest area above 
the restaurant, kitted out 
with interesting pieces of 
furniture. As the name sug-
gests, the cocktail was comprised 
of swine associated ingredients: bacon 
calvados, fennel pollen and truffle. These un-
conventional ingredients combine in a sur-
prisingly appealing drink. Only when I was 
informed of the ingredients did I begin to 
detect the subtle and salty notes of this porky 

pairing. 
When we were informed that our table 

was ready, a staff member brought our drinks 
downstairs to the restaurant. The restaurant 
resembles the same candour as the bar: mini-
mal, expressed by an agreeing Birchwood 
interior, occasionally interrupted by neutral 
grey accents. All elements of grandeur are 

solely reserved for the cuisine. 
The ingredients are experimen-

tal without being pretentiously 
abstract. For the food, we de-
cided on the Roots Feast to 

get an all incorporating fi-
nesse of the menu. 

The courses are 
allocated by small 

s h a r i n g - p l a t e s , 
initiated by sour-
dough bread 
(baked inhouse) 
seed crackers, Lin-

colnshire Pacher 
Custard and butter. 

This was a sufficient 
sized beginner: warm, 

savoury with a contrasting 
variety of textures. Although 

Roots offers vegetarian dishes, 
meat-eaters will receive an added cu-

linary experience; a notable dish being the 
Lamb and Fermented Turnip Bao. The lamb 
was soft, but not sinewy the Bao bun was both 
delicate and fluffy, and the turnip was detect-

able, although not excessive. 
A stand-out aspect for me was the level 

of knowledge that the staff possessed. Each 
course was accompanied by a detailed de-
scription, from the origin of the ingredients, 
to their process and, finally, to the composi-
tion of each dish awaiting consumption. The 
wines were presented with the same amount 
of scrutiny, providing recommendations be-
yond the overused ‘white with fish, red with 
beef ’ proposal. 

Coincidently we were recommended a ca-
rafe of each: A red Miles Mossop Stellenbosch 
called The Introduction for starters followed 
by a white carafe of Le Petit Arvine. Dessert 
was Rosemary Toast with forced Yorkshire 
rhubarb compote and honey ice cream. The 
toast was presented as two soft and steaming 
parallel cuboids dusted with sugar. The com-
pote was sharp, distinct and greatly accom-
panied the creamy sweetness of the honey ice 
cream. 

Unfortunately, the restaurant does not 
adhere to a student budget and I must dis-
close that hospitable associations granted 
me the benefit of eating here at a discounted 
price. Despite the prices not conforming to 
the budget aesthetics, they are by no means 
unwarranted. 

That said, this is an experience I would 
highly recommend if only once. I am of course 
referring to Roots being an essential venue 
for graduation celebrations, providing your 
guests are footing the bill.

Along with red double-decker buses, 
the Queen and crumpets, tea is a key 
component of British culture. The 

Brits love for tea is known globally and the 
beverage has become a huge part of British 
experiences. The humble tea leaf has come on 
an impressive journey to become the nation’s 
favourite drink. So, in honour of Britain’s Na-
tional Tea Day, which took place on 21 April, I 
shall delve into how a plant originating in the 
Eastern hemisphere became a crucial part of 
Britain’s culture. 
In the Beginning:
There are many myths surrounding the ori-
gin of tea, the main being the Chinese story 
of Emperor Shen Nung, who was also a re-
nowned herbalist. The story goes that when 
a tea leaf from a nearby shrub blew into his 
boiling drinking water, he then tasted the 
brewed tea and the beverage was born. Hav-
ing said that, tea does indeed have a rich his-
tory in China, being consumed from 550 BC, 
and was passed from royal circles to the aver-

age man by 900AD.
A Political Past:
Tea first came to the UK through the East In-
dia Trading Company. In 1664 the monopoly 
put in its first order of tea from China. Tea had 
become popular in Britain thanks to the mar-
riage of Charles I and Catherine of Bragnza, a 
Portuguese Princess who loved a cuppa. From 
this, tea became an admired drink in courtly 
and aristocratic circles. By the 17th Century 
tea drinking had become a common activity 
for the whole population, and the East In-
dia Trading Company’s imports and profits 
rocketed. The East India Company started to 
run into financial issues in the 1770s, forcing 
Parliament to allow them to ship directly to 
America, but with tea that would be heavily 
taxed for the Americans. This led to The Bos-
ton Tea Party in 1773, which saw 342 chests of 
tea dumped into Boston Harbour. After this 
revolution, interest in tea in the American 
colonies dwindled as coffee became the new 
favourite pick-me-up.  No longer used as a po-

litical chess piece, tea is enjoyed by many in 
Britain, and is seen both as a home comfort 
and an indulgence all in one.
The Taste of Tea:
60 billion cups of tea are consumed in the UK 
each year, according to the Tea and Infusion 
Organisation. Chugging more than 900 cups 
a year each, the British public must truly love 
the taste of tea, but why? The taste of tea all 
boils down to how it’s grown, processed and 
brewed, and the level of sunlight each plant 
has – all these factors impact what we taste 
when we drink our brew. Green Tea, for ex-
ample, has a higher level of chlorophyll as the 
bushes are grown in the shade. The drying of 
the tea leaves that can also amp up a tea’s fla-
vor. Green tea leaves are immediately steamed 
or put into a hot pan after the leaves have been 
picked, whereas black tea leaves are bruised 
and then dried over a long period of time be-
fore being popped into a pan.  While the tea 
leaves dry, enzymes that are naturally found 
in the plant begin to turn their simple mol-
ecules into more complex ones, hundreds of 
different compounds build up in the tea leaves 
over time impacting the flavour. When the tea 
is then fried it halts the process by killing the 
enzymes. 
Health Impacts:
Considering the popularity of tea, you’d think 
that there must be some health benefits to 
drinking the beverage. So far there is only 
inconclusive and conflicting evidence as to 
whether tea does much more than accompany 
biscuits on a lunch break. It is true, however, 
that tea is a stimulant. Brewed tea has around 
half the caffeine of an equivalent amount of 
coffee, so it’s perfect for a little pick me up if 
you’re looking to avoid a complete caffeine 
induced buzz. It is also true that tea has a 
good level of antioxidants in it, specifically 

flavonoids, which can soak up ‘free radicals’ 
produced by factors such as pollution and UV 
rays that may challenge our normal state of 
health. So drinking tea does in fact have some 
small benefits other than just breaking up li-
brary sessions and going well with scones and 
jam.
The Perfect Brew?
According to the UK Tea and Infusions As-
sociation, to make the perfect cup of tea you 
need to ensure any teabags or loose leaf teas 
are stored away in an airtight container to en-
sure maximum freshness. For black tea, boil-
ing water is best to ‘energise’ the leaf and ‘ex-
tract its character’, whereas green tea can taste 
bitter if the water is boiling when adding it to 
the tea, so having water at around 80 degree 
sis better. The water you use in your tea must 
be freshly boiled, oxygen is key to draw out 
fresh and fragrant tones, and each time water 
is boiled, it loses oxygen. One teabag or tea-
spoon of loose leaf to one cup ratio is best for 
a full flavour. Brewing time should be around 
three to four minutes and, of course, unless 
you’re a monster, milk goes in last.

Alice Weetman spills the tea on the history, benefits, and politics behind of one of the uk’s favourite beverages

Food & Drink M19

Eddie Kaziro visits roots, A sharing plate restruant just outside york’s city walls
Restaurant Review: Roots

the beautiful brew: britain’s love for tea
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The Team’s Favourite teas
We asked the Nouse Team what their fa-
vourite brew is and why:

Chamomile tea because it makes me feel re-
laxed and sleepy - Andrew Young, MUSE 
Editor

Yorkshire Tea, milk no sugar: it’s the perfect 
way to start and end the day, and reminds 
me of home - Jonny Wellington, 
Comment Editor

Yorkshire Tea strong with one sugar: the 
only way to have it - Alex Thompson, 
Music Editor

Green tea with a slice of lemon, it’s very re-
freshing and a nice palate cleanser - Saskia  
Starritt, Deputy MUSE Editor

Earl Grey because it gives you a bit of a ‘zap’ 
in the throat (and I do like spicy food, I’m 
not as korma as that seemed) - Maddie 
Thornham, Chief Sub-Editor

I only drink green tea because it makes me 
feel like I’m looking after myself - Charlotte 
Rogers, Sub-Editor

Betty’s Special Blend because it’s got a nice 
box - Joseph Silke, Editor

Earl Grey because I like the citrus notes, but 
it has to be without milk - Beth Colquhoun, 
Music Editor

I’d go for Jasmine tea because it has a won-
derful fragrant aroma - Jodie Sheehan, 
Deputy Features Editor



Musings M20

1) The exploding cloud of Key Texts receipts. Yes, it’s deforesting the Yorkshire 
Moors, but that one time you forgot to print off a receipt was the one time you 
got fined. Besides, what if you’re famous one day, and you want to cite in the 
memoirs no-one ever reads what you were doing at 6:17PM on 3 February? 
Moreover, you never know when you may be under suspicion due to a curious 
incident of a duck in the night-time, so you’ll need those receipts for your alibi.

2) The napkin with your phone number on it. One day, Koen Lamberts will 
come back into your life, and then you will give him your number. He’s a Capri-
corn, you’re a CapriSun, it’s just meant to be. Sure, roughly 1/12th of campus is 
also a Capricorn, but you don’t let that faze you. The stars have spoken.

3) Those vouchers you got at Freshers’ Fair and never used. You can’t throw 
away money, even if it’s money for a purchase you would never even make be-
cause you always go to the same takeaway after a night out. Besides, when the 
world economy buckles under the weight of climate change, you’ll want that 
expired 2 for 1 at Viking Pizza coupon.

4) That lonely, lonely sock. It’s a nice sock, and one day its partner will come 
home from the war. In the meantime, you will shelter this woollen widow in 
your sock drawer, and maybe partner it up with another divorced sock.

5) Your friend left this behind 10 months ago. They’ve never mentioned it, 
they’ve probably forgotten all about it, maybe even replaced it. But what if, 
though? What if next time they visit, you have to tell them what became of their 
chipped phone cover and soggy paper fiver? You can’t throw away what’s not 
yours.

6) That nylon costume you wore at a party once. It sparks static more than it 
sparks joy, but it’s full of memories, like that photo album you made that you 
haven’t looked at for two years. Yes, it’s past its best, but it’s history and only evil 
people destroy history.

7) That Man Booker Prize winning novel you’ve read eight pages of. After a day 
of cramming long words into your head, you’re not actually in the mood for 
navel-gazing with more long words. You’re in the mood for blood, sex, lasers, 
waifus, and, y’know, jokes. But you can’t admit that to yourself, this is 2019, the 
year you’re supposed to be classy.

8) That electoral registration letter you were supposed to reply to in Janu- wait. 
Oops.

“I have to go for my favourite film Before Sunset. It is one of the most romantic films ever made and the 
ending is a magnificent, perfectly acted ‘cliffhanger’ that left audiences waiting in anticipation for nine 
years until Before Midnight came out.” - Andrew, MUSE Editor

“The complete shock, discomfort and disgust I felt at the end of Gone Girl is something that I don’t 
think many other films or books can ever compare to. It’s so frustrating yet fitting to such a twisted 
tale.” - Saskia, Deputy MUSE Editor 

“Romeo and Juliet. The reminder that even the truest of loves can never last is exhilarating.” - Patrick, 
Sport Editor

“The Inheritance Cycle. While amazing, fast-paced, and full of emotional moments, it teaches us that 
nothing lasts forever. So live in the present and live it to the full.” - Callum, Politics Editor

“I love the ending to Sophie’s World. I’ve read that book so many times and I’m still not entirely sure I 
understand everything, but it’s a fascinating, clever, and frustrating ending to a novel that will never 
fail to make me think.” - Helena, Deputy Music Editor

“Anything that ends with, ‘and they woke up and it was all a dream’ always gets me, such a surprise!” - 
Sebastian, Deputy Politics Editor

“I like the ending of Rogue One because the protagonists don’t kiss and Darth Vader goes absolutely 
mental.” - Joseph, Editor

“Paddington 2 - because Hugh Grant.” - Emily, Design Director

“Breaking Bad because it was the culmination of five seasons of drama and character deveopment that 
no movie could pull off.” - Patrick, Deputy Editor

“Point Break. A brilliant story about best friends, bank robbing and surfing with an even more cliche 
ending. Keanu Reeves walking away from the beach with the rain pouring... “He’s not coming back”. 
Iconic stuff.” - Jonathan, Comment Editor

“It’s quite bleak, but I’d go for 12 Years a Slave because of the pure raw emotion that it imparts on the 
viewer.” - Maddie, Chief Sub-Editor

“I love the end of Billy Elliot. It is the perfect moving and exhillarating ending to one of my favourite 
films.” - Oscar, Social Secretary

what is your favourite fictional ending? (beware of spoilers...)

Ask The Editors...

All The Things You Were Meant To ‘Spring-Clean’
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EVe Bottomley on quasiModo’s big mistake
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World’s largest democracy votes Election fever continúa Election thunder, Down Under Not the right man for Sudan

Another continent another election...
Scott Morrison, the Australian PM, 
has called an election as his Liberal 
Party’s ratings continue to fall. If the 
Australian Labour Party wins this 
election, then Australia will have its 
7th Prime Minister in 12 years. How-
ever in most polls there are only a 
few points separating the main two 
parties, so let’s watch this space.

Pedro Sanchez, Spain’s social-
ist Prime Minister, who called a 
general election for 28 April has 
won the largest number of seats in 
Parliament, but falling short of an 
overall majority. Spain now enters 
an uncertain period in its politics 
as both a left wing alliance and a 
right wing alliance struggle to form 
a possible coalition.

POLITICS

GLOBAL Voting kicked off on 11 April in India, 
starting a month long seven phase 
voting marathon. With an electorate 
of over 900 million people, India’s 
incumbent Prime Minister Modi will 
be hoping to secure another major-
ity. The last phase of voting is held 
on 19 May, with results being on 23 
May. Modi’s record, the economy and 
security have been leading issues up 
to now.

POLITICIANS constantly top lists 
of most hated and most mistrusted 
professions in the UK. The resi-
dents of 10 Downing Street are not 
going to win any popularity con-
tests. But one resident has proven 
himself widely loved by all, at least 
all whose opinions matter, and has 
become Britain’s most treasured 
civil servant: Larry the resident 
Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office, 
whose responsibility is to keep the 
rodent population of 10 Downing 
Street under control. Larry arrived 
as a stray from the Battersea Dogs 
and Cats home in 2011, where he 
now has a Blue Plaque in his hon-
our. His popularity also saw a surge 
of adoptions from the shelter.

However, soon after Larry’s 
arrival, his work ethic came under 
scrutiny. No consistent narrative 
has emerged of Larry’s ability as a 
mouser. The government fractured 
into factions with some lambasting 
Larry as lazy and possessing a “dis-
tinct lack of killer instinct” while 
others touted his hunting abilities 
with a staff member even accusing 

him of ‘wanton cruelty’. But these 
accusations meant were not of mat-
ter to the British public who fell for 
the furry civil servant. For them it 
does not matter if Larry was nap-
ping while Cameron resorted to 
throwing a fork at a mouse during 
a cabinet dinner. He is a cat, and for 
Larry’s adoring fans, this is enough.

Cameron, however, reportedly 
tried to get the feline fired when he 
failed to catch a mouse in his study 
in 2012 but fearing the public out-
cry a secondary cat was bought in, 
so no feelings were hurt. Freya, the 
new mouser, proved to be effec-
tive at her job but spats with Larry 
and her desire to roam further than 
Downing Street meant she retired in 
2014 and Larry, once again, became 
the sole mouser of Downing Street. 
Larry has also had altercations with 
Foreign Office Chief Mouser, Palm-
erston, shortly after Palmerston 
snuck into 10 Downing Street and 
had to be evicted by Police.

The role of cats in British poli-
tics is not a new phenomenon. The 
position of Chief Mouser was cre-
ated in 1929, but they have played a 
significant role from 1515 when Car-
dinal Wolsey placed his cat by his 
side while acting as Lord Chancel-
lor during the reign of Henry VIII. 
Despite this, it took until 1999 for a 
cat to lead a political party with Cat-

mando co-leading the Official Mon-
ster Raving Loony Party for three 
years who oversaw the greatest elec-
toral performance of the party. He 
remains the only cat to lead a UK 
political party.

Though cats are seemingly 
loved by the nation, they are not 
exempt from political scandal. 
Humphrey, who served as Chief 
Mouser for eight years under the 
premierships of Margaret 
Thatcher, John Major and 
Tony Blair, left the position sur-
rounded by mystery. When the 
Blairs moved into their Down-
ing Street residency press 
reported friction between 
Cherie Blair and the Chief 
Mouser. In response, 
photographs were 
released of 
C h e r i e 
a n d 

Humphrey, seemingly at peace, 
but the public still feared for Hum-
phrey’s job security. He retired 
shortly after, moving in with an el-
derly couple in London, with kid-
ney problems cited as the reason 
but some believed the bad blood 
between Cherie and Humphrey as 
the true cause.

The secretive manner of Hum-
phrey’s retirement from Downing 
Street, report- edly done to 

reduce the risk 
of kidnap at-
tempts, made 

some concerned 
for Humphrey’s 
wellbeing. Con-
servative MP, 
Alan Clarke, sus-
picious about 

Humphrey’s re-
tirement, de-
manded proof 

of life, saying 
“Humphrey is now 
a missing person. 

Unless I hear from 
him or he makes a public 

appearance, I suspect he has 
been shot.” To refute these ac-
cusations Alistair Campbell, 
journalists were taken to a 
secret location where Hum-
phrey was staying. A hos-
tage-style photo of Hum-

phrey was released with him posing 
next to the day’s paper to prove that 
reports of his assassination were 
greatly exaggerated.

The role of cats in British poli-
tics may seem like a frivolous, if fas-
cinating, history. But they remain 
one example of how politicans at-
tempt to humanise themselves or 
appeal to the public. Across the 
pond ,Donald Trump has become 
the first president in America’s 
enentire history not to have any 
pets. Trump has stated that he has 
been advised to get a dog as it would 
look good politically: the Obamas 
had one, called Bo. The recent arrest 
of Julian Assange saw an outcry of 
concern over his well-dressed, but 
otherwise indifferent, cat. 

Being seen as an enemy of the 
Downing Street mousers can be-
come a public relations nightmare 
and fuel for a smear campaign. They 
are more than a cute and furry nov-
elty, but the relationships between 
politicans and animals have become   
important to politicanss’ public im-
ages. It demonstrates how attatched 
the public are to their pets and how 
unattatched they are to their po-
liticans when the potential removal 
of the 10 Downing Street’s Chief 
Mouser from their office is more 
outrageous than the removal of a 
counry’s leader. 

THE SRI LANKAN authorities 
and public are still trying to come 
to terms with the rapidly changing 
security landscape following last 
weeks terror attack. On Easter Sun-
day Islamist extremists carried out 
coordinated suicide bombings on 
multiple churches and hotels, kill-
ing over 250 people and injuring 
more than 500. What makes the at-
tack even more shocking is that the 
Sri Lankan Government says the 
group who carried out the attack are 
the little known National Thowheed 
Jamath (NTJ). The Islamic State, 
however, has claimed that it was 
behind the attacks. The Sri Lankan 
Government has said that it believes 
that “these attacks could not have 
succeeded” without assistance from 
international networks.

Scrutiny and criticism of some 
members of the Sri Lankan Govern-

ment and the security agencies has 
been growing after it emerged that 
warnings about an upcoming attack 
were ignored. Both US and Indian 
intelligence was allegedly used in 
early April to warn the Sri Lankan 
authorities. This intelligence about 
possible attacks was supposedly 
passed onto the relevant heads of 
security branches. What is clear is 

that there has been a monumental 
failure of intelligence, communica-
tion, or both. A cabinet Spokesman 
said that following large disagree-
ments and arguments last year be-
tween the Prime Minister and Pres-
ident that the Prime Minister had 
been cut out of security briefings. It 
is not yet known if Mr Sirisena – the 
President – had seen the security re-

ports; he has that he had not.
A further 15 people, including 

six children, were killed on Satur-
day during a police raid in Saintha-
maruthu, a town near where the 
suspected ring leader of the attacks 
lived. During a police raid, gunmen 
opened fire on security officials and 
three men set off explosive devices. 
State television images show weap-
ons and a drone mong the explosion 
wreck. It is reported that in another 
raid that occurred simultaneously 
that a drone was also found on that 
premises. This has raised fears that 
a remote attack may be attempted, 
and that the group may have po-
tential capacity to cause harm than 
originally feared.

One thing that has become 
alarmingly clear is that Sri Lanka 
– which suffered for decades from 
a bloody separatist from the Tamil 
Tigers – is now grappling with a 
new terror threat. Security presence 
around the island has been height-
ened. Churches have said they will 
close indefinitely and security at 
Mosques around the country have 
been stepped up as the Muslim 

community fears revenge attacks.  
One of the most heart wrench-

ing stories to come out of the attacks 
is the story of Ben Nicholson. He 
had been on holiday in Sri Lanka 
with his wife and two children, stay-
ing at the Shangri-La Hotel, one of 
those targeted. Mr Nicholson was 
later to realise that his youngest 
daughter, Annabel, 11, his son Alex, 
14, and his wife Anita had all been 
killed in the hotel explosion. He 
went to Sri Lanka with his family 
but will be returning home alone. 
Sri Lanka held its first mass funeral 
for victims of the attack yesterday. 

The island remains on high 
alert over possible further attacks 
of a similar nature, Sri Lanka’s 
President has said that up to 130 
individuals were involved with up 
to 70 still at large and posing an ac-
tive risk. Sri Lanka, which  saw its 
tourist trade devastated by the 2008 
Boxing Day Tsunami has seen the 
number of foreign tourists surge in 
recent years in a remarkable recov-
ery. The UK  government has now 
warned against all but essential 
travel to Sri Lanka.  

Sri Lankan security forces in race against time

“I, for one, welcome our new feline overlords”
Emily Taylor
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT 
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Callum Tennant
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Peaceful protests in Sudan forced 
the long-standing President Ab-
delaziz Bouteflika to resign. He 
was replaced by the former Defense 
Minister who resigned just one day 
later after protesters refused to ac-
cept his rule. The military leaders 
have said that after two years Sudan 
will transition into civillian leader-
ship.



SPEAKING ON BBC Radio Four’s 
Today programme, Conservative 
MP and former Education Secre-
tary, Nicky Morgan, made clear her 
opinion about a rather shocking 
link between the language used by 
her Brexiteer fellow party members 
and violent threats against MPs. 
In response to statements made by 
Sir Bill Cash in the Telegraph, who 
accused the government of “ap-
peasement” and “abject surrender” 
to Europe, Morgan warned that 
such rhetoric goes toward “stoking 
up” the public to express anger and 
abuse toward MPs. 

Such a claim may at first seem 
like a bit of a reach,  however, it 
must be considered against the very 
real backdrop of the general rise in 
right-wing extremist violence in the 
UK, and specifically threats against 
MPs. Home Office statistics show 
that there has been a sharp increase 
since 2015/16 in the number of in-
dividuals referred to anti-terror ser-

vices such as Prevent, for concerns 
related to right-wing extremism. 
Notably, referrals for concerns of 
Islamist extremism decreased over 
the same period. 

Morgan also spoke of the re-
cent imprisonment of Jarod Kirk-

man, who was jailed for making 
death threats and racist comments 
in emails to MPs including Morgan 
herself and David Lammy. Such in-
stances of abuse toward MPs have 
become much more regular. The In-
dependent Group MP, Heidi Allen, 
has been the target of multiple cases 
of violent threats, which she said 
made her “worried for [her] own 
personal safety.” 

Rosie Cooper, a Labour MP, 
was targeted by Jack Renshaw, a 
white supremacist and member of 
the neo-Nazi group National Ac-

tion, who plotted her murder in 
2017. National Action is the first 
extreme right-wing group to 
be banned by the government 
since World War Two, which 
testifies to the severity of its 
ideology. There is evidence 
that its members still meet 
in secret, although they are 
banned from public activity.

The plot was luckily 
foiled, however, Renshaw is 
yet to be sentenced. Robbie 
Mullen, a former mem-
ber of National Action 
who alerted police to 
the threat against 
Cooper and testi-
fied against the 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
now finds him-
self under serious 
threat of attack. 
Far-right terror-
ism has afflicted the 
world, recently and 
devastatingly in the 
attacks on mosques 
in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, 
which left 50 dead. 

It is under-
standable that 

many  citizens of the UK 
see the rise of far-right 

groups such as Brit-
ain First and the 
English Defence 
League as a worry-
ing development 
for our politi-
cal future. The 
monitoring of 
language used 

by MPs is a 
c o n t e n -

tious is-
sue – 

i n 

our two-party system, conflictual 
language abounds in the parlia-
mentary chambers, and free speech 
in parliament is one of the corner-
stones of UK democratic freedom. 
However, MPs should have the right 
to carry out their business free from 
the threat of violence, regardless of 
their political leanings. This threat 
of course became a stark reality with 
the murder of Jo Cox at the hands of 
a far-right terrorist in 2016. The in-
cident reminded the nation that ter-
rorism from the far right was a real 
and tangible problem to the MPs at-
tempting to support constitutents. 
Therefore, it seems that refraining 
from militaristic and inflamma-
tory language is a small price to pay 
for public safety. Words have real, 
sometimes deadly, consequences.

Of course, there is a great deal 
of frustration within parliament 
and the nation over the uncertainty 
which still mires our exit from the 
EU. This will not get easier bearing 
in mind the extension. However, if 
the legacy of Joe Cox’s murder can 
teach us something, it is that valid 
points and criticisms can surely be 
made without using language which 
has the potential to stir up tensions 
which are already high. 

WELL, AS ALWAYS IN politics 
there is a lot happening and to look 
forward to. Australia, India and 
Spain could soon have new leaders, 

the UK Parliament, like us, is back 
from its break. As students we are 
about to enter a busy period, exams 
and deadlines are looming and last-

minute revision is likely in over-
drive across the University. While 
we’re currently all probably far 
too focused on our exams to think 
about anything else, after exams we 
will have a period of time before we 
return home. Politics and elections 
are all about opportunities and 
possibilities, so as Politics Editor, I 
urge you to take full advantage of 

the opportunities you have while at 
University to pursue all sorts of pos-
sibilities. So, take a shot at learning 
a new skill, picking up a new hob-
by, or just giving something out of 
your comfort zone a try. Of course, 
this could be writing for Nouse for 
the first time! I hope it is. Writing 
for us is an opportunity for you to 
develop your writing and journal-

ism  skills. It provides the chance 
for you, through writing, to go from 
having an interest in a particular 
issue to being a mini-expert on the 
chosen topic. So why not challenge 
yourself? If you feel tempted, send 
Nouse a message. If you feel nerv-
ous or don’t think that you can do it, 
then just remember, politics is the 
art of the possible.

AFTER A 22 MONTH investiga-
tion, the 448 page long Mueller Re-
port was released by Special Coun-
sel Robert Mueller III on 18 April. 
Since then it has been subjected 
to gruelling debate, and is further 
polarising the United States. Its 
contents confirm, but also debunk, 
some of the information that have 
circulated over the past two years. 
This article examines the conclu-
sions of the report of whether there 
was evidence of coordination and 
obstruction of justice.

First of all, there are a few 
things to be clarified. This report 
is a legal document, and as such, 
it operates in the realm of legal 
terms. Therefore, the report states: 
“Like collusion, ‘coordination’ does 
not have a settled definition in fed-
eral criminal law” and goes on to 
define coordination as “an agree-
ment—tacit or express—between 
the Trump Campaign and the Rus-
sian government on election inter-
ference. That requires more than 
the two parties taking actions that 
were informed by or responsive to 
the other’s actions or interests” (Vol. 
I, p. 2). First of all, this implies that 

the campaign slogan of “no collu-
sion” lacks substance. Secondly, it 
means that even if the Trump cam-
paign had prior knowledge of Rus-
sian actions, only their approval of 
those actions would be criminal. 

Starting with the question of 
coordination, the report found: that 
“While the investigation identified 
numerous links between individuals 
with ties to the Russian government 
and individuals associated with the 
Trump Campaign, the evidence was 
not sufficient to support criminal 
charges.” (Vol. I, p. 9). However, it 
is important to note that large parts 
of the report connected to contacts 
with WikiLeaks remain redacted, as 
they are part of an ongoing investi-
gation into Roger Stone’s conduct. 

Furthermore, Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr, who oversaw the 
redaction of the report in a news 

conference on the 18 April declared 
that: “any campaign collusion 
with WikiLeaks could not amount 

to a criminal conspiracy because 
WikiLeaks’ publication of the emails 
was not a crime so long as it did not 
help Russia hacking them.’’ Despite 
the lack of coordination, the report 
acknowledges that: “The Russian 
government interfered in the 2016 
presidential election in sweeping 
and systematic fashion” (Vol. I, p. 
1), which is in line with previous re-
ports from the intelligence services, 
but was repeatedly questioned by 
the President. 

Moving on to the question of 
obstruction of justice, the report 
does not offer a clear cut answer, as 
it states “while this report does not 
conclude that the President com-
mitted a crime, it also does not ex-
onerate him” (Vol. II, p. 2). It states 
“we were not persuaded by the argu-
ment that the President has blanket 
constitutional immunity to engage 

in acts that would corruptly ob-
struct justice through the exercise 
of otherwise-valid Article II powers” 
(Vol. II, p 177). 

However, Mueller clearly in-
dicates that the President had the 
intention to block his investiga-
tion, and outlines these as “efforts 
to remove the Special Counsel and 
to reverse the effect of the Attorney 
General’s recusal; to the attempted 
use of official power to limit the 
scope of the investigation; to direct 
and indirect contacts with witness-
es with the potential to influence 
their testimony.” He concluded in 
the end that “Viewing the acts col-
lectively can help to illuminate their 
significance” (Vol. II, p. 157). But 
even though the report states that it 
could not find enough evidence on 
obstruction of justice, it also states: 
“If we had confidence after a thor-

ough investigation of the facts that 
the president clearly did not commit 
obstruction of justice, we would so 
state.” (Vol II, p. 182). 

This, and other parts of the 
report were widely understood on 
the Capitol as indications for the 
possibility of continuation of the 
investigation in Congress. It does 
not mean, however, that the report 
advised on further investigation, 
rather, that it was created in such a 
way that if such steps were taken it 
would provide a valuable roadmap 
towards prosecution. Two weeks on, 
and a polarisation can be observed 
as some Democrats called for im-
peachment proceedings, while most 
Republicans are on full defence. 
This heightened tension was not 
helped by Donald Trump, who is 
opposing any of his aides testifying 
in Congress.

All in all, the report wasn’t the 
smoking gun many Democrats had 
hoped it would be, however it  did 
not exonerate the President, thus 
disappointing in some ways both 
Democrats and Republicans. It is, 
however, a document that sheds 
light both on some of the false sto-
ries, like the Prague meeting be-
tween Michael Cohen and Russian 
officials in Prague, but it also pro-
vides a window into White House 
behaviour that is not positive to say 
the least.

Jan Sztanka-Toth
POLITICS CORRESPONDENT

LEFT WING 
RIGHT WING
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AS THE DEADLINE for loan appli-
cations for student finance fast ap-
proaches, this article will look into 
the merits and flaws of our current 
system.

As it stands, students can ex-
pect the full tuition loan of £9250 
and a potential maintenance loan 
between £4000 and £11 000 (de-
pending on parents’ income) from 
the state. These loans accrue inter-
est as soon as they are sent at a rate 
of 3 per cent on top of Retail Price 
Index (RPI), currently this means 
6.3 per cent. RPI is a crude meas-
ure of inflation (the gradual rise in 
prices), which is far higher than the 
widely adopted Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) which stands at 2.1 per 
cent (instead of 3.3 per cent). 

The difference between them is 
that RPI includes the rise in hous-
ing costs such as mortgage rates and 
council tax, two factors that very 
rarely directly influence student 
lives as we are unlikely to take out 
a mortgage and are exempt from 

council tax. Nonetheless, students 
take on this interest for their full 
time at university, a rate only seen 
after graduation if students earn 
above £46 305.

The threshold for beginning 
repayment (and added interest on 
top of RPI) is £25 725, which is 9 
per cent on every extra pound earnt 
above this limit (before tax). How-
ever, a time limit of 30 years exists 
that removes the loan and outstand-

ing fees, this begins on first repay-
ment. For example, a first year PPE 
student might expect to earn in 
the very rough region of £22 000 
after graduation (according to es-
timates for Philosophy and Politics 
students), and suggesting a wage 
growth of 2 per cent they would 
start paying the debt back around 
eight years after starting work. 

Even then it would be a mea-
gre £45.48 paid back the first year 

of a debt (suggesting tuition fee and 
minimum maintenance loan with 
interest for three years) worth a 
staggering £57 691.73.

In actual fact many will never 
pay their student debt back fully, 
if you are curious, there are many 
online calculators, all of them very 
rough estimates based on future in-
come.

David Bailey, head of the public 
sector division for the Office of Na-
tional Statistics, went on to confirm 
this when he said, “The design of the 
[loans] system means much of this 
student loan debt will never be re-
paid, and is therefore written off by 
the government”.

The UK deficit accounting has 
recently been changed so that these 

loans which are expected to lapse 
without repayment will be under-
written in the financial year they 
were issued rather than when the 
lapse effectively occurs. This will 
mean governments are more aware 
of the direct and immediate finan-
cial costs to make the budget more 
representative instead of delaying 
the costs.

However, is it worth all the 
trouble since having tripled the tui-
tion fee in 2011, to then absorb most 
of the costs anyway through this 
new system? The tuition fees and 
respective loans also do not differ 
for most courses. Worries have been 
raised over this considering an Eng-
lish Literature student for example, 
has far fewer contact hours than a 
Mathematics student and yet both 
pay the same fee, on top of which 
any literature is often expected to be 
purchased by the student.

Many fear that just the ex-
pected astronomical debt is enough 
to dissuade some to take on an un-
dergraduate degree at all. But if this 
article represents anything it is to 
say that though the system is flawed 
it still does allow cheap education 
despite the ridiculously advertised 
price tag.

A LEAKED REPORT obtained by 
The Daily Telegraph on Wednesday 
revealed that the Chinese telecom-
munications giant Huawei will be 
authorised to build “non-core” parts 
of the UK’s next generation network 
5G, despite repeated international 
and domestic warnings  about the 
Chinese tech giant and its relation-
ship with the Chinese state. This 
comes just a day after the CIA re-
portedly uncovered evidence that 
Huawei was receiving funding from 
China’s National Security Commis-
sion, the People’s Liberation Army 
and a third branch of the Chinese 
state intelligence network. 

Huawei is the world’s second-
largest phone manufacturer by 
volume and the world’s largest 
manufacturer of telecommunica-
tion goods such as antennae, phone 
receivers and transmitters. It was 
involved heavily in the implementa-
tion of the U.K’s 4G cellular network 
in 2009, so why is there such con-
cern about the company’s involve-
ment in the implementation of the 
5G network now? To answer this 
you have to understand what the 5G 
network actually is. 1G was about 
the analogue phone allowing us to 
call one another, 2G allowed us to 
send SMS message, 3G introduced 
the smart phone allowing us to ac-
cess digital broadband services and 
4G increased the speed at which the 
first three generations worked.

5G, however, will introduce us 
to an interconnected system where-

by technologies are able to commu-
nicate with one another and com-
municate with you. For instance the 
5G network will allow our homes 
to regulate their temperature to an 
optimum level, allow our fridges 
to order groceries when empty and 
our washing machines to clean our 
clothes when we’re not there. In 
our current world we have to in-
struct our machines what to do, in 
a 5G world machines may choose to 
communicate directly to us or with 
each other. As 5G networks connect 
and run more of our infrastructure 
the potential economic gains from 
such an interconnected technology 
network are estimated to potentially 
increase annual growth to as high as 
6.3 per cent GDP. 

Huawei claims that currently 
they are 18 months ahead of their  
nearest competitor in research and 
development of 5G technology and 
are therefore perfectly positioned 
to implement the UK’s 5G network. 
So what’s the problem? The core is-
sue with Huawei is that there have 
been concerns over the companies 
relationship with the Chinese state, 
the founder and CEO, Ren Zheng-
fei, was himself formerly a member 
of the Chinese People’s Liberation 
army in the 1960s. Further concern 
came in July 2017 when the Chinese 
government passed the national in-
telligence law part of which states 
that if asked, all Chinese citizens 
and companies must assist the Chi-
nese intelligence services in any 
matter relating to national security.

The fear is that Huawei will 
build backdoors into our most sen-

sitive and secure core networks on 
behalf of the Chinese state in order 
to allow the Chinese intelligence 
services to carry out surveillance 
and espionage operations. This, in 
conjunction with a new network 
of billions of interconnected ma-
chines, would give the Chinese state 
the ability to interrupt our commu-
nications, shutdown traffic control 
systems and even the national grid. 
The situation has been complicated 
further by the US which has actively 
instructed all members of the “five 
eyes” intelligence grouping (US, 
Canada, Britain, Australia and New 
Zealand) to exclude the company 
from any involvement of the imple-
mentation of a 5G network out of 
fear that it will comprise routine in-
telligence sharing between the five 
nations.

 Huawei’s relationship with the 
US was complicated further in De-
cember when Huawei’s CFO, Meng 
Wanzhou, was arrested in Vancouver 
on behalf of the US, which wants to 
extradite her to face trial on charges 
relating to Huawei’s dealings with 
Iran. The arrest caused major up-
set between American and Chinese 
relations, mainly because she is the 
daughter of Huawei’s founder Ren 
Zhengfei. Shortly after Meng Wan-
zhou’s arrest in Canada, two Cana-
dian citizens were detained in Chi-
na on unspecified national security 
charges, while a further Canadian 
citizen, Robert Lloyd Schellenberg, 
had his initial sentence of 15 years 
increased to the death penalty on 
drug smuggling charges. 

The UK’s decision to authorise 

Huawei’s involvement in the imple-
mentation of its 5G network comes 
after a report was published by the 
National Cyber Security Centre (a 
branch of GCHQ) in November 
2018. In a recent interview with 
BBC Panorama the head of the Na-
tional Cyber Security Centre, Dr. 
Ian Levy, stated that although there 
was no evidence of initial cyber es-
pionage or surveillance in Huawei’s 
existing technology, there were 
concerns that its cyber security was 
“very shoddy” and could leave core 
networks highly vulnerable to cyber 
attacks. 

Despite the repeated warn-
ings of the US and the UK secu-
rity services, the decision to allow 
Huawei to supply equipment in the 
implementation of our 5G network 
is believed to have been taken at a 
meeting of the government’s na-
tional security council on Tuesday. 
However, the leaked report to The 
Daily Telegraph on Wednesday also 
suggests that the move to authorise 
Huawei’s involvement is believed 
to have been met with opposition 
from four senior cabinet ministers, 
raising questions about the source 
of the highly sensitive leak. The fact 
still remains, however, that Huawei 
will now play a role in the imple-
mentation of the UK’s 5G network 
and subsequently a part in the UK’s 
national security infrastructure. The 
question we are therefore left with is 
not can we trust Huawei but how do 
we deal with the global dominance 
of Chinese technology firms and 
more importantly the emergence of 
China as the new global hegemon.
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WITH THE PAUSE in protest from 
Extinction Rebellion and the efforts 
from Greta Thunberg, the issue of 
acting against climate change is 
once again on everyone’s lips, pro-
viding some relief—no doubt—from 
some of the Brexit monotony. While 
the headlines, statistics and scien-
tists paint a terrifying and tempes-
tuous picture about the progressive 
deterioration of our planet if sub-
stantial changes aren’t being made, 
there’s the potential for a green fi-
nancial revolution to occur.

Many people will be familiar 
with the actions that we, as con-
sumers, can make to lessen our del-
eterious impact on the Earth, such 
as changing to a plant-based diet, 
phasing out single-use plastics and 
so on. Moreover, a great wealth of 
information is available on the in-
dustries that contribute the most to 
greenhouse gases—agriculture and 
construction for instance. However, 
significantly less attention is paid to 
the role of capital, banks and other 
financial institutions, which un-
doubtedly have a huge impact on 
climate change through providing 
investment to those same destruc-
tive areas of commerce. 

With the pressure mounting on, 
people are becoming increasingly 
concerned about the decisive action 
that needs to be taken. Organisa-
tions such as the Church of England 
(CofE), 350.org and Climate Ac-

tion 100+ are playing a leading role 
in the divestment and shareholder 
activism that is occurring in order 
to coerce companies to go beyond 
greenwashing by meeting the aims 
of the Paris Climate Agreement, and 

more recently, to phase out fossil fu-
els entirely in response to the rous-
ing Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) report, giving 
the world just over a decade to re-
verse the impact of climate change. 

It can be exceptionally difficult 
to compel the larger corporations 
which are responsible for emitting 
the majority of greenhouse gases, 
however, as they are resistant to 
divestment strategies which might 
threaten bankruptcy because of 
their wealth of assets in fossil fuels.

Nonetheless, a significant im-
pact has already been achieved with 
Glencore committing to capping its 
coal production and more than $33 
trillion in assets signed on with the 
Climate Action 100+ initiative. 

While the vast majority of us 
students currently have investment 
far from our minds, we, like millions 
of other British people, will be mak-
ing lifelong financial contributions 
into pensions for retirement. Cur-
rently, in the UK, there’s a case of 

enforced ignorance about pension 
investments that is slowly changing, 
though many are still unaware of 
the impact that their money is mak-
ing. Associations such as ShareAc-
tion have played a leading role in 
raising awareness of where contri-
butions are being made and shaping 
the portfolios of financial investors 
such as NEST and the CofE. As the 
name suggests, ShareAction oper-
ates via share activism, whereupon 

buying a share in a company such as 
BP, they’re now able to exercise lev-
erage in voting power, appearing at 
AGMs and persuading larger share-
holders to help implement neces-
sary changes to combat climate 
change. Pensions also offer a unique 
opportunity for the individual. Peo-
ple can check to see if their fund is 
involved with organisations such 
as Climate Action 100+ or whether 

decision-making members on pen-
sion finance boards are educated on 
the science behind climate change 
that’ll allow for informed invest-
ment. 

Moreover, people might be in-
clined to contribute more to their 
pensions with the knowledge that 
it’s for a good cause. Such changes 
will positively impact the role of 
capital in preventing the corrosion 
of the planet.

A green financial revolution is 
exciting, to say the least. The prob-
lem occurs when asking whether 
the change it brings is seismic and 
quick enough to side-step the dis-
aster that the IPCC report warns. 
Though the change is promising 
and becoming progressively popu-
lar with corporations, with so little 
time to spare, winning slowly is the 
same as losing.

THE NEW SYSTEM rolled out in 
October 2013 under the coalition 
Government, representing an ar-
dent desire to simplify the current 
system and streamline it to make 
it more cost effective. After all, the 
Department for Work and Pensions 
hires the most employees of any 
other UK Government organisa-
tion, including the Ministry of De-
fence and that of Justice. 

Universal Credit has rolled six 
separate systems of benefits and tax 
credits into one; including Housing 
Benefit, Child Tax Credit, Income 

Support, Working Tax Credit, In-
come-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, 

Income-related Employment, and 
Support Allowance. It works by tak-
ing the different benefit claims and 
servicing monthly payments (bi-
weekly in Northern Ireland). 

However, there have since been 
many claims that its aim is to re-
duce payments, leaving some on the 

brink worse off. With reports that a 
UN poverty envoy claimed the UK 
Government has inflicted “great 
misery” on its people with “punitive, 
mean-spirited, and often callous” 
austerity policies last year. 

He went on to say that in the 
UK “poverty is a political choice. 
The figures themselves are stagger-
ing as the Institute of Fiscal Stud-
ies report that around a fifth of the 
UK population live under the pov-
erty line, and it is predicted that by 
2022 child poverty will rise to 40 
per cent.

This is by no means to say that 
Universal Credit has solely engi-
neered these changes, for many of 
the austerity policies doled out af-
ter the Global Financial Crash were 
very harsh and focused on cutting 

benefits. But austerity has been 
widely suggested to have worsened 
the state of the UK economy since 
the 2008 crash, as economic theory 
(and was successful for many coun-
tries who applied it during this pe-
riod) suggests that governments 
should actually increase spending 
during a recession rather than cut-
ting it. In short, though the idea to 
streamline the benefit system had 
a lot of merit, in practice it would 
seem as though, like many of the 
policies in the last few years, it costs 
the poorest of the population the 
most, some of whom are already on 
the breadline.

Only recently the Universal 
Credit system has hit headlines 
again after the UK Government dis-
missed claims that it was plunging 
hundreds of families into poverty. 
This was despite a report by the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies finding 
that around 1.9 million people will 
be £1000 poorer every year com-
pared to the previous system. 

A spokeswoman for the DWP 
later attacked the report saying: 
“This report wrongly assumes that 
everyone was claiming their full 
benefit entitlement under the old 
system, which they weren’t because 
the system was overly complex”.

Potential green financial revolution?
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THE IDEA THAT humans may not 
be the only sentient life in the uni-
verse has fascinated us for centu-
ries, and the fierce debate has often 
divided scientific, as well as public, 
opinion. Millions of pounds have 
been spent on programs such as the 
Allen Telescope Array and the Keck 
telescopes, which are used by organ-
isations such as the not-for-profit 
S E T I  

(Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intell-
ligence) Institute.

SETI’s mission is to “explore, 
understand and explain the origin, 
nature and prevalence of life in the 
universe”. One of their programs in-
cludes the use of radio and optical 
telescopes to search for deliberate 
signals from alien life, while further 
research carried out by the Carl Sa-
gan Centre for the Study of Life in 
the Universe includes the discovery 
of extrasolar planets, potential for 
life on Mars and other planets with-
in the Solar System, and the study 
of extremophiles. 

 The overarching aim of all 
these programs is to find existing 

life or evidence of life that may 
have once existed within 

our solar system. There 
are many planets 

and moons that 
scientists believe 

could support 
life: Venus, 
Mars, and 
Ceres (a 
dwarf plan-
et), as well 
as Europa, 
Ganymede 
and Callis-
to (moons 
of Jupiter), 

and Titan 
and Encela-

dus (moons of 
Saturn).

Venus’ atmos-
phere may contain 

microbes, and the Her-
schel Space Observatory has 

confirmed that there is water va-
pour in the atmosphere of Ceres. 
Frost may also have been detected 
on the surface. The presence of 

water, as well as the relatively mild 
temperatures on Ceres has led to 
speculation that it could harbour 
life. Because of this, the Dawn space 
probe was in orbit around the dwarf 
planet until November 2018.

Microbial life could exist in 
heated oceans under the surfaces of 
Callisto and Ganymede, but Europa 
is considered to be the best target 
for discovering extra-terrestrial life 
as the water is in contact with rock 
and the moon has tidal energy (as 
well as a higher temperature) due 
to its closer proximity to Jupiter. 
In 2011, it was discovered that vast 
lakes exist within Europa’s thick, 
icy shell. A European Space Agency 
mission planned to launch in 2022 
and arrive in 2029 will attempt to 
determine the habitability of all 
three environments.

Enceladus has some of the con-
ditions for life, including geother-
mal activity and water vapour, as 
well as possible subsurface oceans 
heated by tidal effects. In 2005, the 
Cassini probe detected carbon, hy-
drogen, nitrogen and oxygen during 
a fly-by through one of Enceladus’ 
geysers which was spewing ice and 
gas. The temperature and density 
of the plumes indicated a warmer, 
watery source beneath the surface. 
However, no life has been detected 
so far.

Titan is Saturn’s largest moon 
and is also the only known moon 
with a significant atmosphere. Data 
from the Cassini-Huygens mis-
sion has demonstrated the exist-
ence of liquid hydrocarbon lakes at 
the poles - the first stable bodies of 
surface liquid discovered outside 
Earth. In June 2010, scientists ana-
lysing further data from the mission 
reported anomalies in the atmos-

phere near the surface which could 
be consistent with the presence of 
methane-producing organisms but 
may alternatively be due to non-liv-
ing chemical processes. More con-
temporary analysis and modelling 
of Titan’s rich organic chemistry has 
revealed the presence of possible 

chemical precursors of life similar 
to Earth’s primordial chemistry. For 
example, in 2015, scientists mod-
elled a cell membrane capable of 
functioning in liquid methane and 
composed primarily of acrylonitrile, 
a volatile liquid found in Titan’s at-
mosphere.

There has never been any abso-
lute proof of life existing on Mars, 
but evidence is now building that 
Mars once was habitable to life or 
may currently harbour life forms. 
Serious searches began in the 19th 
century, and they continue today via 
telescopic investigations and landed 
missions. Modern scientific inquiry 
has emphasised the search for wa-
ter, chemical biosignatures in the 
soil, rocks at the planet’s surface, 
and gases such as carbon dioxide 
and nitrogen in the atmosphere.

In 2008, laboratory tests 
aboard NASA’s Phoenix Mars 
Lander identified water in a soil 
sample. Photographs from the Mars 
Global Surveyor from 2006 showed 
evidence of recent (within 10 years) 
flows of a liquid on Mars’ surface. 
There is evidence that Mars had a 

warmer and wetter past: dried-up 
river beds, polar ice caps, volcanos, 
and minerals that form in the pres-
ence of water have all been found. 
Present conditions on Mars may 
also support life; lichens were found 
to successfully survive Martian con-
ditions in the Mars Simulation Lab-
oratory (MSL) maintained by the 
German Aerospace Centre. In June 
2012, scientists reported that meas-
uring the ratio of hydrogen and 
methane levels on Mars may help 
determine the likelihood of life on 
Mars. According to the scientists, 
“Low H2 to CH4 ratios…indicate 
that life is likely present and active.”

Mars is of particular interest 
for the study of the origins of life 
because of its similarity to the early 
Earth. Due to its cold climate and 
lack of plate tectonics or continen-
tal drift, the planet has remained 
almost unchanged for billions of 
years. This means that it currently 
holds the best record of the condi-
tions leading to the formation of 
life. In January 2014, NASA re-
ported that current studies on Mars 
by the Curiosity and Opportunity 
rovers will now be searching for evi-
dence of ancient life. The search for 
evidence of habitability, taphonomy 
(related to fossils), and organic car-
bon on Mars is now a primary ob-
jective of NASA.

The fact is that there are 100 
billion planets in our galaxy, and 
at least 100 billion galaxies in the 
universe. The idea that we are alone 
among this simply astronomical 
number of planets is inconceivable. 
It’s just a matter of finding, or at 
least believing in, the extra-terres-
trials that share our ever-expanding 
universe, whether they are microbes 
or even entire civilisations.

THE ABILITY TO SEE in colour vi-
sion is a trait most people take for 
granted in everyday life. It works 
by letting us distinguish different 
objects from the wavelengths of the 
light they reflect or emit. 

The actual percep-
tion of colour is derived 
from specialized retinal 
cells, called cone cells, 
which have different spec-
tral sensitivities. Humans 
have three types of these 
cells, which are sensitive 
to three different spectra, 
resulting in us having tri-
chromatic color vision.

Two different com-
plementary theories of 
vision, both which are ac-
cepted as different stages 
in visual physiology, ex-
plain this. Trichromatic 
theory proposes that 
each of the three types of 
cone cells are sensitive to 

blue, green, and red light individu-
ally. The opponent pro-
cess theory, on the other 
hand, states that colour is 
interpreted by the visual 
system in opposing pairs, 
for example red vs green 
or blue vs yellow.

Research has sug-
gested that our tri-
chromacy, especially our 
ability to distinguish the 
colour red, has come 

from the need to 
select fruit and 
other foods from 
green vegetation 
that was not ed-
ible or beneficial 
to our survival. 
Other research also sug-
gests that this has come 
from our need for commu-
nication, via flushing and 
other physical mood signs 
that have influenced the 
development of primate 
trichromatic vision

In comparison dogs 
only have two types of 
cone cells in their eyes, 
and therefore have dichro-

matic colour vision. They perceive 
only blue and yellow wavelengths, 
and although this does not means 

they cannot see green or 
red objects, it means they 
cannot distinguish colour 
between them, similar 
to humans with deutera-
nopia (red-green colour 
blindness).

Tetrachromacy is 
when an organ-
ism possesses 
four types of 
cone cells in the 
eye, and so has 
four independ-
ent channels for 
conveying col-
our information. 
Organisms with 
tetrachromacy 

perceive the sensory colour 
space in a four-dimension-
al way. 

Although humans are 
normally trichromats, a 
small percentage of peo-
ple with 2 X chromosomes 
may be Tetrachromats. 
Some studies suggest that 
around 2-3 per cent of 

women in the world may be tetra-
chromats. Many may not 
even realise they are, as 
they will grow up without 
realising how tetrachro-
matic vision is different.

For human tetrach 
-romats, this practically 
means that they see wave-
lengths beyond those of 
a typical human’s vision, 
and will therefore be able 
to distinguish between col-

ours that nor-
mal humans 
would perceive 
to be identi-
cal, such as the 
edge of a leaf, 
or the colour 
of a shine on an object.
This comes about as hu-
mans have two cone cell 
pigment genes on the X 
chromosome. If an in-
dividual has variation 
in cone pigment genes, 
such as female carriers of 
major red/green colour-
blindness, they could de-
velop tetrachromacy. It 
is estimated this is how 

most cases of tetrachromacy come 
about.

An example of some-
one with tetrachromacy 
is the artist, Concetta 
Antico. She, having real-
ised that the colours she 
had been able to see were 
invisible to most others, 
and therefore her art-
work, gives us a rare and 
vivid view into her world. 

When describing a 
grey pebble footpath, she 
said “The little stones 
jump out at me with or-
anges, yellows, greens, 
blues and pinks. I’m kind 
of shocked when I realise 
what other people aren’t 
seeing.”

Scientists are un-
derstandably currently unsure as to 
whether Tetrachromacy is an evolu-
tionary trait that has arisen out of a 
benefit that it provides, or a more 
random condition like regular col-
our blindness. What it does show 
us, however, is that nature is always 
surprising us with new and unique 
perspectives on life over the course 
of evolution.
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AS EXTINCTION Rebellion pro-
testers announce an end to their ac-
tivities in London and stoic 16-year-
old school striker Greta Thunberg 
meets with influential politicians 
across Europe, climate change has 
never been more newsworthy. It is 
undeniable that we need to act fast 
and strike hard (even as corpora-
tions and governments continue to 
deny it), but is it really possible to 
meet the ambitious goal of going 
carbon-neutral before it’s too late?

Based on current pledges made 
under the Paris Climate Agree-
ment, signed by 195 countries, it 
is predicted that we will still fail 
to keep global warming below the 
‘safe limit’ of 1.5°C before the end of 
the century. There is a frightening 
lack of urgency among world lead-
ers when it comes to making the 
large, sometimes radical changes 
needed to achieve change. This is 
understandable on many levels – 
rapid and large-scale changes to 
infrastructure are disconcerting for 
many, and not a popular way to win 
votes. Our political and economic 
systems are not yet set up for the 
changes that need to be made.

But rapid change has hap-
pened before, and many be-
lieve it can happen again. In 
the early 1930s, President 
Roosevelt laid the ground-
work for his New Deal, a 
response to the Great De-
pression, in the first 100 
days of his presidency. A 
few years later, at the 
outbreak of World 
War II, UK citi-
zens could not 
have imagined 
the changes 
which played 
out in almost 
every aspect 
of their lives 
over the 
next six 
y e a r s . 
T h e y 

consumed less, radicalised gen-
der roles and emerged with the 
confidence and clarity of vision 
that defined the post-war boom. 
Within the living memory of even 
our youngest politicians, the 2008 
financial crisis is evidence that gov-
ernments are willing to invest vast 
sums of money to revitalise econo-
mies in the face of impending dan-
ger.

What could a carbon neutral 

UK look like, if our government 
were willing to assign adequate 
resources to implement structural 
change? Changes would happen 
across the board and almost un-
doubtedly affect each of us. Massive 
subsidies will be needed to ensure 
taxes do not hit the poorest hard-
est, while more aggressive taxing of 
corporations who do not play ball 
will undoubtedly be unpopular.

The biggest changes would 
almost certainly be seen in the 

energy sector. Numerous re-
ports have indicated that the 
UK already has the technol-
ogy and natural resources 
to meet all its energy needs 
with renewable energy, al-
lowing us to consign fossil 
fuels to history. The govern-

ment would first need 
to increase subsidies 
for renewable en-
ergy systems, but 
further changes 
are needed to en-
sure demands 
can be met. 
R e n e w a b l e s 

have a vari-
able energy 

supply, so 
we need 

to im-

plement energy storage solutions 
such as insulated heat storage and 
industrial-sized batteries. Govern-
ment initiatives would also need to 
encourage consumers to minimise 
their energy usage through rewards 
and subsidies. Tax breaks to oil and 
gas initiatives would be cut, and 
businesses who do not reduce their 
usage could be taxed.

Transport, too, could change 
beyond recognition. Flying would 
become a luxury, something only 
called upon in an emergency. A 
first step towards this would be 
cancelling the already controversial 
Heathrow expansion and imposing 
greater taxes on frequent flyers. Bet-
ter urban planning and increased 
investment in public transport net-
works would help make driving less 
attractive than alternatives, while a 
concerted effort to improve electric 
car charging networks might aid 
the long-awaited rise of the electric 
car.

We would need to see a shift 
towards envionmentalism in hu-
man diets, with most scientists 
agreeing that we need to move away 
from eating meat in favour of plant-
based alternatives with a lower car-
bon footprint and less damaging 
farming practise. Intensified taxa-
tion of meat products (and subse-
quent subsidisation of UK-grown 
agriculture) would result in a re-
duction of grazing livestock. Agri-
cultural policy would also need to 
change to support farmers to use 
land more effectively and grow a 
wider range of produce, including 
pulses. A shift from intensive farm-
ing practices that more damage 
environmental ecosystems towards 
more diversified ‘agro-ecological’ 
systems would improve the carbon-
storing ability of soil and improve 
nutrient efficiency, freeing up some 
land for reforestation and biofuel 
crops.

We might also notice a differ-
ence around the home, with many 
calling on the Treasury to subsidise 
the retrofitting of tens of thousands 
of draughty UK homes to improve 
heating efficiency and ensure less 
energy is wasted. New buildings 
would need to conform to strict 
super-efficient standards. Geother-
mal heat pump technology, which 
draws up heat from deep below the 
ground, could be installed in homes 
across the nation in an attempt to 
curb our soaring gas usage.

So which of these changes 
would you be willing to accept in 
your life? A carbon neutral future 
will certainly look different from 
our current state of affairs, and 
some of the adjustments will take 
some getting used to. A combina-
tion of old-school frugality and cut-
ting-edge technology is likely the 
way forward. We are more resistant 
to the material change in our daily 
lives to change than we think – we 
just need to hope that it doesn’t take 
a depression, a war or a recession to 
galvanise our politicians to action.
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55 MILLION LIGHT years from 
Earth, what was previously be-
lieved to be ‘invisible’, has now 
been pictured. The iconic picture 
that has been plastered over the 
internet this past week shows the 
accretion disc around a black hole: 
orbiting around the black hole dif-
fuse material produces this image 
with immense temperatures caus-
ing these particles to emit elec-
tromagnetic radiation. The black 
mass in the middle of the photo 
marks the ‘event horizon’ - a gravi-
tational boundary beyond which 
neither light nor matter can es-
cape. 

But why the halo shape? To 
put it simply, whatever angle the 
black hole is viewed from, a halo 
shape will form due to gravity 
bending the light. Captured by a 
large global network of radio tel-
escopes, called the Event Horizon 
telescope, the first picture of the 
supermassive black hole was pro-
duced in order to test Einstein’s 
general theory of relativity which 
scientists use to explain phenom-
enon in our galaxy.

The scientific paper published 
alongside the incredible image 
said: “Overall, the observed im-
age is consistent with expectations 
for the shadow of a spinning Kerr 
black hole as predicted by general 
relativity. Many of the features of 
the observed image match our 
theoretical understanding surpris-
ingly well.”

It took a huge collaborative 
effort to pull this off - the eight 
telescopes were located in Hawaii, 
Mexico, Arizona, Sierra Nevada, 
Chilean desert, and Antarctica. In 

order to coordinate the exact tim-
ings required to take the photo, an 
atomic clock called the hydrogen 
maser was used, giving the time 
accurately within one second every 
100 million years.

Among the hundreds of peo-
ple working on this project, a no-
table mention must go to Katie 
Bouman, who when studying at 
MIT came up with the algorithm 
that made the black hole image a 
reality. In her own words, the black 
hole is so far away it is the equiva-
lent of attempting to view an or-
ange on the surface of the moon 
from earth. In order to see this 
far into space an optical telescope 
roughly equivalent to the size of 
the earth was needed - an impos-
sible feat.

Instead, Katie’s computer al-
gorithm made it possible to recon-
struct the black hole image by hav-
ing the eight distinct view points 
which contributed to produce new 
information as the earth rotated. 
Using ‘puzzle pieces’ from a va-
riety of different images of space 
and everyday objects alongside in-
formation from the telescope, the 
algorithm combined  data from 
many different sources in order 
to put together the most likely 
representation of the black hole. 
The idea is, no matter what puzzle 
pieces are used, if the images pro-
duced are comparable with each 
other, this will be a true represen-
tation of the mysterious supermas-
sive black hole. 

Two years ago, speaking at the 
TEDx conference in 2017, when 
the Event Horizon Telescope Col-
laboration was in full swing, this 
project’s success can be attributed 
to the “melting pot of astronomers, 
physicists, mathematicians and 
engineers, and that’s what it took 
to achieve something once thought 
impossible”.

Cosmic puzzle: the 
first photograph of 
a black hole taken

How long before the UK can 
meet its carbon neutral goals?
Evelyn Greeves
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR

Izzy Hall
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR

Rapid change has 
happened before, 
and many believe 
it can happen 
again. ”
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Advertise with Nouse
Nouse is the oldest society at the Uni-
versity of York. We distribute print cop-
ies of our newspaper across campus 
to hundreds of students per edition, 

and can be found everywhere from D-
Bar to the 66 bus. If your business is 
looking to reach out to the heart of its 
demographic, or perhaps find a new 

one, look no further. Our price ranges 
fit budgets large and small, and loy-
alty is rewarded. For all requests and 
queries, email editor@nouse.co.uk.





Cup Group 1
Goodricke 1s

Constantine 1s
Derwent 3s
Alcuin 2s
Halifax 3s

Cup Group 2
Halifax 1s

Vanbrugh 1s
Derwent 2s

James 2s
Langwith 3s

Cup Group 3
Halifax 2s
James 1s
James 3s
Alcuin 1s

Derwent 5s

Cup Group 4
Langwith 1s
Derwent 1s

Constantine 2s
Goodricke 2s
Vanbrugh 2s

 

Never have I been so glad 
to write this Editor’s Comment, 
signifying the end of another 
edition. Except this hasn’t been 
a standard edition. On top of the 
usual five pages of cutting-edge, 
SPA Award worthy journalism, 
Patrick and I have created an 
incredible 16-page Roses sup-
plement. If anyone has bothered 
to read this, although I’m not 
expecting much, please read the 
supplement. It’s got statistical 
analysis, it’s got a history lesson 
that even Joe Silke couldn’t de-
liver, and some incredible photos 
from the great Luke Snell.

A huge amount of sport 
has gone on since our last edi-
tion in March. Tottenham have 
moved into their new stadium, 
hitting the ground running with 
some excellent results, only to be 
brought right back down to earth 
with a humiliating defeat to 
West Ham. Spurs fans, like Pat-
rick Hook-Willers, claim that it’s 
a meaningless game to them, but 

seeing the look on his face when 
I met him in my Hammers shirt 
told a completely different story.

Back to the edition though. 
To my left, we have the official 
College Cup groups. Always a 
fantastic tournament to end the 
year on, this years looks set to 
be closer than ever before. Be-
low, Nouse Stat Zone features a 
combination of BUCS and Roses 
analysis, celebrating past suc-
cesses, and hoping for more this 
weekend.

Across, Allegra Mullan looks 
at another twist in the career of 
the legend that is James Crack-
nell, while Alex Woodward gives 
us an insight to the NHL (Ice 
Hockey) season which is now 
underway.

Oscar Bentley features on 
26, as he ticks another section 
off the list with his fascinating 
environmental piece on the To-
kyo Games. Below this is Alex 
Woodward on the NFL Draft. I 
normally despair having to read 
about NFL, but reading Alex’s 
piece and a few more around the 
Draft. I think I might finally start 
supporting a team. 

Page 27 features a review of 
the BUCS season. If anyone is 
unhappy about being called out 
for poor performances, tough. 
You should have played better. 

  
       COYNouse, George

College Cup 2019: The Groups EDITOR’S
COMMENT

NOUSE STAT ZONE
Nouse take a look at the key BUCS and Roses Stats
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This years Roses competition will feature 51 different 
events, making it the biggest University Varsity compe-
tition in Europe.

The Men’s Athletics Team finished first, second and 
third in the Roses Cross-Country for the first time ever.

Women’s Tennis have recorded a 100 per cent record in 
the League this year, the second time they have done so 
in four years.

Following the 1s relegation and the 2s promotion, both 
Men’s Lacrosse teams will be playing in the same divi-
sion for the first time since the 2016-17 season.

York’s Men’s Pool team will be looking to make it seven 
consecutive home Roses wins this season.

Vase Group 1
James 4s

Wentworth 1s
Vanbrugh 3s

Constantine 3s
Langwith 4s

Vase Group 2
Goodricke 3s
Derwent 7s
Langwith 5s

Alcuin 3s
Halifax 5s

Vase Group 3
James 6s

Goodricke 4s
Vanbrugh 5s
Derwent 4s
Halifax 4s

Derwent 6s

Vase Group 4
Vanbrugh 4s

Alcuin 4s
Constantine 4s

James 5s
Langwith 2s
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THE TAMPA BAY Lightning be-
came the first team in NHL history 
to win the Presidents’ Cup and then 
be swept in a first round that was 
full of surprises. 

The Lightning had a historic 
regular season, winning the Presi-
dents Cup and winning 62 of their 
82 games, tying the record for the 
highest number of wins in the regu-
lar season. It looked like it was go-
ing to go well for Tampa when they 
took a 3-0 lead in the first period 
of the first game but saw three go 
against them in the third to lose 4-3. 

The end of that game set the 
tone for the rest of the series. The 
power play was significant in a 5-1 
win for Columbus in game two. A 
3-1 win followed in game three and 
a big 7-3 finish wrapped up the se-
ries in four. It’s a momentous win 
for the Blue Jackets, their first play-
off series win since being founded in 
2000. 

The second sweep came in the 
East as the New York Islanders 
beat the Pittsburgh Penguins in 

four games. New York 
got their first win in 
overtime (OT) to win 
4-3. 

In game two, they 
came from behind, 
scoring three unanswered 
to win 3-1. Game three they 
came from behind again to 
score four unanswered and 
win game three 4-1, and 
then repeated game two to 
win 3-1 and complete the 
sweep. It is the first time 
New York have completed     
a sweep in the playoffs 
since 1983. 

Pittsburgh this 
year looked older 
and slower than 
ever, for a team that 
has always based 
itself on speed. ‘Sid 
the Kid’, Sidney 
Crosby is not getting 
any younger. This, 
therefore, could be 
the start of the end 
for this Pittsburgh 
core. 

The best series 
of round one though 
has to be the series 
between the San 

Jose Sharks and last 
year’s runners-up, 
Las Vegas Golden 
Knights. San Jose 
took the first game 

at home 5-2. Vegas 
tied the series in game 

two with a 5-3 win, their 
first coming after 58 sec-
onds and the second be-
ing a short-handed goal 
when San Jose were on 

the power play. Mark 
Stone got his first NHL 
hat-trick in game 

three as the Gold-
en Knights won 
6-3 and looked 
to have secured 
the series when 
they won 5-0 on 
home ice. San 
Jose pulled the 
series back in 
game five with a 
comfortable 5-2 
win. San Jose 
then levelled 
the series with 
a historic short-
handed goal in 
d o u b l e - o v e r -
time to win the 
game 2-1. Vegas 

looked like they had finally got the 
series back in their own hands when 
they went three goals up going into 
the final period. 

However, a disastrous five-min-
ute power play saw the Sharks score 
four, eventually winning 5-4 in OT 
and taking the series 4-3. Vegas fans 
have been blaming the questionable 
decision to give a five-minute power 
play in game seven, but the fact is 
that there should have never been 
a game seven and they should have 
never given up four goals in five 
minutes. 

Last year’s Stanley Cup cham-
pions also failed to make it out of 
the first round this time of 
asking. The Washing-
ton Capitals lost to the 
Carolina Hurricanes in 
seven. 

The Capitals start-
ed the series with two 
solid wins, one of which 
coming in overtime be-
fore Carolina hit back 
hard with a dominant 5-0 
win, and barring a poor 6-0 loss in 
game five, hardly put a step wrong 
on the way to a 4-3 win in OT in 
game seven. 

For Washington, it’s yet more 
disappointment; excluding last 

year’s Stanley Cup win, the Capitals 
have always had promising regular 
seasons, but bitterly underdelivered 
in the postseason. 

With generational talent, Alex 
Ovechkin’s years running short, 
have we seen the Championship 
window shut? Elsewhere both the 
leaders of the Pacific and Central 
Divisions in Calgary and Nashville 
respectively saw early eliminations 
at the hands of the Dallas Stars and 
Colorado Avalanche. 

With the Lightning and Capi-
tals going out as well it means 
that no division leader has made it 
through to the second round this 

year. The St. Louis Blues are 
also through, after beat-
ing the Winnipeg Jets 
in six.

Looking ahead to 
the second round of the 
action, the Stars take 
on the Blues. The Ava-
lanche play the Sharks. 

The Blue Jackets take 
on the Bruins and it’s Hur-

ricanes v Islanders. There are two 
rounds left before the finals of the 
NHL get going. 

For each of the remaining eight 
teams, the dream of lifting the cup 
of Lord Stanley will be growing.

THE ANNUAL OXBRIDGE boat 
race between Oxford and Cam-
bridge had an added star quality 
this April as Olympian and mature  
student James Cracknell became 
the oldest man in Boat Race history 
by almost a decade at the age of 46. 

Cracknell, who is currently 
studying for an MA in Human Evo-
lution, rowed in the victorious Cam-
bridge boat and despite dangerously 
clashing oars with the dark-blues 
boat while being closely tailed by 
Oxford, maintained the lead to the 
finish. 

The boat race may be a univer-
sity event rather than one on the 
world circuit, but Cracknell’s place 
in the boat is representative of a 
change in the sporting world. He 
shows that age is increasingly be-
coming less of a limiting factor for 
athletes; but he is also an example 
of the fact that they have to be pre-
pared to make sacrifice.

Cracknell has accumulated an 
impressive sporting resume. He 
earned six World Championship 
golds and two Olympic medals. His 
first Olympic gold medal in rowing 
came with Sir Steve Redgrave in 
Sydney in 2000, going on to claim 

a second four years later in Athens. 
Between this and his recent 

performance on the Thames, Crack-
nell rowed the Atlantic in a 24 foot 
boat with friend and television pre-
senter, Ben Fogle. 

The race took the two of them 

just under fifty days and they fin-
ished third. Cracknell also took time 
to venture to the South Pole. 

His inclusion in the team is 
even more of a feat considering 
that in the summer of 2010, Crack-
nell was badly injured in a collision 
with a petrol tanker while cycling in 
America. Cracknell suffered a con-
trecoup injury - the majority of the 
damage being on the opposite side 
of the brain to impact - and was 
saved only by his helmet. The acci-
dent meant he had to relearn how 
to walk and speak. Even after this 
recovery, Cracknell suffered from 
epilepsy and an altered personal-
ity. He and his wife, Beverly Turner 
(now separated) were candid about 
the new difficulties they faced in day 
to day life.

These challenges make his 
qualification for the light-blue team 

even more impressive. Of course, 
there are controversies about the 
inclusion of a former professional 
competitor in the team, yet this is 
not unheard of in the world of uni-
versity rowing. In fact, only a month 
previously, Oxford Brookes’ Univer-
sity Boat Club raced Cambridge on 
the same river with former world 
champion, Matthew Tarrant, at an 
oar. 

Cracknell is only one of many 
sporting greats changing the expec-
tations we have long held of older 
athletes. This is especially clear 
when looking at sports in the USA. 
Lacrosse player, John Travers, is 
also 46, while NFL player, Peyton 

Manning, retained his role until 39. 
41-year-old Tom Brady has 

promised he will play for the New 
England Patriots until he is 45. 
Many of these athletes show no 
signs of slowing down. Improved 
technologies and medical knowl-
edge mean that the body can train 
at a higher level for a longer time 
and work at a higher intensity, even 
as it ages.

These victories may be glori-
ous but inevitably also involve mak-
ing sacrifices. The combination of 
training and studying in Cambridge 
resulted in Cracknell being away 
from his children for eight months 
and this was, according to his wife, 

the reason for the pair’s separation, 
describing his participation as “self-
centred pursuits.” Cracknell’s re-
sponse to her statements shows the 
attitude required to row at his level 
in your forties: “Rowing and sport 
aren’t the most important things in 
life, but to [achieve in sport], you do 
have to be a single-minded person.” 

It seems Cracknell is right, you 
have to be completely committed 
to a sport in order to compete at a 
professional level. As technologies 
improve, we should expect athletic 
careers to lengthen. It will take a 
‘single-minded person,’ but perhaps, 
one day even Cracknell’s boat race 
record can be beaten.

Want to write for us? Email sport@nouse.co.uk... 25Tuesday 30 April 2019

James Cracknell became the oldest man to feature in the Boat Race, Allegra Mullan asks how, and why?
Lasting longer as you get older: James Cracknell
Allegra Mullan
SPORT CORRESPONDENT 

Alex Woodward assesses the National Hockey League as it gets underway with the first round of fixtures 

Alex Woodward
DEPUTY SPORT EDITOR 

Round one of the NHL kicks off the new season
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James Cracknell’s 
age in days upon 
taking part in the 
Boat Race 2019



OKLAHOMA Quaterback Kyler 
Murray was announced as the first 
overall pick in the 2019 NFL Draft 
one that yet again was full of sur-
prises. The number one pick cre-
ated history as it’s the first time that 
two Heisman Trophy winners from 
the same college have been taken 
in consecutive years with the first 
overall pick. Murray also became 
the first player to be picked in both 
the first rounds of the National 
Football League and Major League 
Baseball drafts, after being selected 
number nine overall by the Oakland 
Athletics. 

However, he decided to pursue 
a career in the NFL as opposed to 
the MLB. Murray going to the Car-
dinals is a somewhat interesting 
pick, as Arizona traded up last year 
to take QB Josh Rosen, who now 
seems on his way out. 

San Francisco picked Nick Bosa 
with the second overall pick, the De-
fensive End from Oklahoma State 
University. If the name Bosa rings 
a bell, then it’s because his brother 
Joey is a Pro-Bowl Defensive End 
for the San Diego Chargers. As 
well as Joey, John Bosa played in 
the NFL for the Miami Dolphins 
between 1987 and 1989. All three 

have been taken in the first round 
of the draft. The only other family 
to do the same are the Mannings. 
Father Archie and sons Eli and Pe-
yton all played Quarterback after 
being drafted in the first round. 
Whether Joey and Nick can repeat 
the remarkable four Su- p e r 
Bowls of Peyton and 
Eli is a seriously tough 
question to answer. 

T h e 
first surprise of 
the draft was the 
Oakland Raiders draft-
ing Clelin Ferrell, the de-
fensive end from Clemson with 
the fourth overall pick. Most did not 
expect Ferrell to go before the 20th 
pick of the draft. General Man-
ager, Mike Mayock, talked about 
the importance of making the right 
tone-setter with your first pick. Fer-
rell might tick these boxes as he has 

been highly praised for his attitude 
and determination. 

Nick Bosa might be on the 
way into the NFL but Eli Manning 
might be going out soon. The New 
York Giants drafted Daniel Jones 
from Duke, clearly showing that the 

Giants are identifying that 
the Manning era is now 
coming to an end. Daniel 
Jones was reportedly se-

lected for his 
ability to handle 

the pressure and 
interest of playing in 

a market as big as New 
York. However, there are wor-

ries about his arm strength. Eli is 
in the last year of his contract, so we 
could see Jones sooner rather than 
later.

The first trade of draft night 
was a surprise, with the Steelers 
moving up from pick 20 to pick 
10 in return for this year’s 2nd and 

next year’s 3rd going to the Bron-
cos. The Steelers rarely ever trade 
up in the draft, meaning they will 
be extra hopeful that linebacker, 
Devin Bush from Michigan, hits the 
ground running. Every year, there is 
a player who surprisingly falls down 
the draft board. Aaron Rodgers did 
so in 2005, Dan Marino in 1983 and 
Randy Moss in 1998. This year, it 
was the turn of Ohio State Quar-
terback, Dwayne Haskins; someone  
who many had predicted to be in 
the top five, and maybe even the top 
three, but dropped to number 15. 
Two Quarterbacks were taken be-
fore him, Denver traded away their 
number 10 pick when they needed 
a Quarterback, and the Dolphins 
ignored him. He was eventually 
picked by Washington, his home 
town team who had been rumoured 
as wanting to trade up for him, but 
they didn’t need to. Falling in the 
way Haskins did has in the past 
motivated players, and Washington 
will be hoping that Haskins com-
ments that “the league done messed 
up” is a sign that he’ll be determined 
enough to become the future fran-
chise Quarterback. 

There were many surprise 
moves over the course of the NFL 
Draft, Training camps will get going 
in June, while pre-season starts in 
in August. The 100th regular sea-
son of the NFL will get underway 
on September 5, when the Chicago 
Bears host the Green Bay Packers. 

Roses 2019 underway
Roses got underway last 
weekend with Cross Coun-
try, Kendo and Rowing all 
battling it out before the 
weekend. The score going 
into this Friday’s official 
opening stands as York 17-11 
Lancaster.

Nouse to feature in 
Roses Commentary
Nouse will be working in 
partnership with YSTV 
to deliver commentary 
throughout Roses this 
weekend. George Cook and 
Patrick Hook-Willers will 
be commentating on the 
Opening Ceremony on Friday 
night, as well as several 
other events throughout the 
weekend with team members 
Allegra Mullan and Alex 
Woodward.

Trampolining Club 
alumni tie the knot
Two former members of the 
University of York Trampo-
lining Club were married 
earlier this month. Joe In-
goldsby and Sophie Samuels, 
who met as freshers, had a 
perfectly themed trampolin-
ing wedding cake at their 
ceremony.

Zac Sheppard clothing 
line established
Official merchandise for 
Roses has been released 
and will continue to be sold 
throughout the weekend. 
Hoodies, t-Shirts and even 
bucket hats are included, as 
Zac Sheppard single-handed-
ly reinvents the new campus 
look.

Netball team benefit 
from celebrity visit 
England Netball Captain, 
Ame Agbeze, delivered a talk 
and training session for the 
University of York’s Netball 
Club, as they prepare for 
one of their biggest games in 
years on Friday night. Agbeze 
was Captain when England 
won the Commonwealth 
Games in the dying seconds 
against Australia last year.

‘Roses is Coming’
Actor Mark Addy, better 
known as King Robert 
Baratheon, will make a 
speech at the Greg’s Place 
Festival on Friday. Addy is 
well accustomed to Roses 
tournaments, having been 
born in York, where his 
family have lived since 1910.

York Sport team clos-
ing in on charity chal-
lenge
Head of York Sport, Keith 
Morris, and York Sport 
President, Zac Sheppard are 
getting closer to completing 
their 50@50 challenge, a 
fantastic effort in aid of an 
excellent charitable cause.
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Gold, Silver and Bronze go green in 2020
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games announce medals to be made entirely from recycled materials

THE ORGANISERS BEHIND the  
upcoming Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games have come up with an inno-
vative idea to improve the sustain-
ability of the games: making the 
medals out of 100 per cent recycled 
materials. 

All medals awarded at next 
summer’s Olympic and Paralympic 
Games will be made from recycled 
electronic waste, such as old lap-
tops, mobile phones, and tablets.

To create the 5000 medals 
which will be awarded to podium-
placing athletes, Tokyo 2020 need-
ed to collect 30.3 kilograms of gold, 
4100 kilograms of silver, and 2700 
kilograms of bronze, with a project 
beginning in Japan in 2017 to col-
lect enough metal for the medals. 

The bronze target was met in 
June 2018, while as of last October 
more than 90 per cent of the re-
quired gold and 85 per cent of the 
required silver had been collected, 
according to organisers. 

Collections were closed at the 
end of last month, indicating organ-
isers have been successful in collect-

ing enough metal to ensure medals 
are entirely recycled. A tonne of old 
mobiles can yield up to 300g of gold 
according to Umicore, a Belgian 
mining company, 

While this is the 
first time the Olympic 
Games is planning to 
have 100 per cent 
recycled medals, 
medals created 
from partially 
recycled metal 
were awarded 
in Rio, where 
an estimated 30 
per cent of bronze 
and silver medals 
were created from 
recycled metals. 

According to organ-
isers, this is, 
however, the 
first time a pro-
ject had been 
launched to get 
citizens proactively 
involved in donating 
their used electron-
ics, with recycled metal 
being collected from the 
general public as well as busi-
nesses.

An approximate 67 180 tonnes 
of old electronic devices have been 

collected, while approximately 5.75 
million used mobile phones have 
been donated by the Japanese pub-

lic at NTT DOCOMO shops, 
a Japanese phone 

operator company. 
Over one and a 
half thousand 

municipal au-
thorities (over 
90 per cent 
of Japanese 
m u n i c i p a l 
authorities) 
have been in-
volved in the 

project, with 
over $3 million 

worth of metal 
having been donated.

The Tokyo 2020 
Committee 
has yet to 
reveal the 
design of 

the games’ 
medals, which 
is set to be an-
nounced this sum-

mer.
In a statement on 

the project, organisers 
said: “The Tokyo 2020 Organising 
Committee is actively working with 
project participants, NTT DOCO-

MO, the Japan Environmental San-
itation Center, the Ministry of the 
Environment and the Tokyo Met-
ropolitan Government, to realise a 
sustainable society and secure the 
Olympics and Paralympics legacy.”

Ashton Eaton, retired decath-
lon athlete who gained gold med-
als at London 2012 and Rio 2016 
expressed his delight at the new 
scheme: “thanks to the Tokyo 2020 
medal project, not only do the ath-
letes inspire with their stories, but 
each medal itself has a story of its 
own! The best part is that each citi-
zen has a chance to contribute to 
the story, to raise awareness about 
a sustainable future and to make 
a unique contribution. And, most 
excitingly, they have a chance to be 
part of the Olympic journey.

“The weight of a medal around 
your neck is always a good weight. 
And when an athlete at Tokyo wins 
a medal, the weight of it will not be 
from the gold, silver or bronze; it 
will be the weight of a nation. The 
awesomeness of this project makes 
me want to come out of retirement 
and compete for one.”

The decision to make Tokyo 
2020’s medals from recycled elec-
tronics marks the movement of the 
IOC into a new age of envrionmen-
tally friendly initiatives in sport.

Oscar Bentley
SENIOR REPORTER

NFL Draft sparks excitement for season
Oklahoma Quarterback Kyler Murray picked first by the Cardinals in a draft full of surprises
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WITH ONLY A handful of BUCS 
fixtures remaining this year, the 
University of York are on the verge 
of a top 40 placing for the first time 
in three years. 

With Lancaster University just 
five places behind (45th), it sets up 
what should be an extremely excit-
ing Roses Tournament, which of-
ficially gets underway in just three 
days time. 

Over 20 clubs have contrib-
uted to York’s current tally of 793.5 
points with Volleyball (93), Rugby 
Union (88.5), Fencing (84), Bad-
minton (59.5) and Lacrosse (52) 
being the most successful. All have 
had teams win promotions, with 
several completing an entire season 

without defeat.
Volleyball have consistently 

been the University’s most suc-
cessful team throughout the 2018-
19 campaign. The Men’s 1s team 
finished top of the Northern 2B 
league, winning promotion back to 
the Northern 1A league at the first 
attempt, following their relegation 
last season. On top of this, they 
won the Northern Conference Cup, 
defeating the University of Sun-
derland in the final back in March. 
However, they did lose their home 
clash against bitter rivals Lancaster, 
so will be desperate to get revenge 
this coming weekend.

 The Women’s 1s and Men’s 2s 
both finished second in their re-
spective leagues, coming up just 
short of promotion. It rounds off an 

excellent season for the club, who 
have gone from strength to strength 
this season. Eloise McMinn Mitch-
ell, News Editor for Nouse, said: “It 
was an incredibly season in spite of 
many injuries.”

The successes of York’s Wom-
en’s Rugby Club are widely known 
to most people on campus, and the 
men have also had plenty to shout 
about. Although they finished 
fourth in the Northern 2B League, 
they reached the final of the North-
ern Conference Cup, losing 25-24 to 
Northumbria 2s in an agonisingly 
close tie. 

The Women’s 1s dominated 
their league this season, winning 
all ten of their games. They also 
reached the final of the National 
Trophy, dispatching Cardiff Met 2s 
67-22 to win the tournament for the 
first time in York’s history. Next sea-
son, the team will be competing in 
the Northern Premier league, tak-
ing on the big University sporting 
powerhouses like Durham, Lough-
borough and Birmingham.

Fencing is a sport that many 
students on campus may not be 
aware of, but is really on the up at 
York. With performance funding 
from YUSU, and several interna-
tional and former international 
athletes in the teams, there is a real 
excitement around the club. 

The Men’s 1s dismantled all of 
their Northern 2B League rivals 
this season, winning all ten games. 
They have now won 14 consecutive 
games, which is a club record. As 
well as this, the team were trium-
phant in the Northern Conference 
Cup, thumping Manchester 1s 134-
88. It rounded off an excellent sea-
son for the side, who are back in the 
Northern 1A Division. 

The Men’s 2s also went the en-
tire season unbeaten, earning pro-
motion to the Northern 2B league. 
Their unbeaten run now stretches 
back to the beginning of Febru-
ary 2017. The Women’s 1s finished 
fourth, but comfortably avoided 

relegation in their first season back 
in the Northern 1A League. To have 
all three teams performing so well is 
a testament to the excellent coach-
ing the team have, and shows how 
much teams can improve when they 
receive sound financial backing.

York’s Men’s Badminton 1s 
team lost just one of their ten league 
games this season. However, that 
wasn’t enough to lift them out of 
the Northern 2B league, as Newcas-
tle edged it by just two points. It was 
an excellent season nonetheless, as 
they reached the quarter-finals of 
the Northern Conference Cup. With 
a talented pool of freshers, they can 
hopefully build on this in the com-
ing seasons.

For the Women’s 1s, this season 
was unfortunately not as rewarding. 
They were relegated to the North-
ern 2B League, winning just one 
game all season. When they were 
last in this division in the 2015-16 
season, they went the entire cam-
paign unbeaten, so will be looking 
to replicate that and bounce back.

The fortunes of the two premier 
Lacrosse sides have been vastly dif-
ferent this year. The Men’s 1s were 
relegated from the Northern 1A 
League, finishing fifth. They man-
aged just 52 goals this season, their 

lowest tally since the 2011-12 sea-
son. Worst of all, it was York’s bit-
ter rivals Lancaster who finished 
fourth, subsequently avoiding the 
drop. All of the team will no doubt 
be out for revenge this weekend 
though, when they face Lancaster in 
one of the major fixtures at Roses. 

The 2s were promoted to the 
Northern 2B league, rounding 
off an excellent season with a 7-3 

thrashing of Newcastle at the end of 
last term. Luke Tang has arguably 
been the standout player. Having 
only started playing the sport in just 
September, he has improved with 
every game, becoming an integral 
part of the 2s’ defence. 

The Women’s 1s were also pro-
moted, returning to the Northern 
1A League after a two-year absence. 
Losing just one game all season, it 
was their best win ratio since the 
2013-14 season, when they suc-
cessfully completed the entire cam-
paign without losing.

As much as York’s sports teams 
have had moments to cherish over 
the last, year there have been some 
other unfortunate relegations. The 
Men’s 1s and Women’s 1s Football 
teams will both be playing a divi-
sion lower next season, although 
the latter can take comfort in know-
ing they are still in a much better 
position than they were in the 2012-
13 season. The Men’s 2s Futsal side 
and the Men’s 1s Futsal side have 

also been relegated but will hope 
to return next season.

There are still many opportu-
nities where York can pick up of-
ficial BUCS points this season. The 
cricket season gets underway to-
morrow (Wednesday 1 May), with 
York fielding three Men’s teams 
and one Women’s. To add to the 
pre-Roses hype, the Men’s 1s make 
the journey westwards and play 
Lancaster. A win there, and a win 
on 22 Acres at the weekend, will 
no doubt be a four days the team 
remember long after they gradu-
ate. 

The University of York Boat 
Club will also compete this week-
end, with a strong contingent 
making the trip to the Holme 
Pierrepoint Watersports Centre 
in Nottingham. Later this month, 
both the Sprint and Standard dis-
tance Triathlon Championships 
will be held, where York athletes 
will be competing.

All of the successes so far this 
season bode very well as we ap-
proach Roses this weekend. In the 
overall BUCS table, York sit 41st on 

800.5 points, with Lancaster not 
too far behind in 45th, with 732.5 
points. Their most successful sports 
have been fencing, badminton, table 
tennis, squash and volleyball. Given 
that many of these of are some of 
York’s best sports too, these look to 
be standout clashes this weekend.

It is often said that York’s tar-
get should be a top 40 finish in the 
BUCS table. This may sound like a 
pretty dismal position, especially 
in comparison to where the Uni-
versity ranks in academic circles. 
However, given the limited funding 
that York’s sports clubs receive, fin-
ishing in the top 40 is an extremely 
impressive feat. To compete with 
the likes of Loughborough, Dur-
ham or Birmingham, the University 
would need to contribute millions. 
With performance funding for clubs 
proving to be a success, hopefully 
this can be expanded to include 
more clubs in the coming years, in 
the hope of cementing the Univer-
sity firmly in the top 40. 

For those who wish to see some 
of York’s finest sportsmen and 
sportswomen in action, the annual 
Roses varsity with Lancaster gets 
underway this Friday. There are 
over 50 events taking place, includ-
ing the classics like rugby union, 
football and lacrosse, as well as 
more minority sports like mountain 
biking, darts and trampolining. 

Netball will be the sport to of-
ficially open the weekend’s compe-
tition, with a packed Sports Arena 
expected on momentus Friday 
evening.

(All statistics are correct as of 
Saturday 27th April 2019)

George Cook 
SPORT EDITOR
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As another BUCS season draws to a close, York are on the verge of achieving their best finishing position in three years

  14 The number of 
consecutive wins 
by Men’s Fencing - 
a club record

  52
The number 
of goals Men’s 
Lacrosse 1s scored 
this season; their 
worst tally since 
2011-12

  6 York’s Men’s Volley-
ball 1s’ unbeaten 
run, their best 
since 2016

York’s teams 
should feel 
confident as we 
head into Roses 
weekend ”
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FOLLOWING PRESSURE from 
disgruntled students, headed up 
by the Nouse Sport editorial team, 
York Sport have submitted plans to 
reduce the cost of one-off swims for 
all students during the exam season, 
in a bid to combat the usual stresses  
and anxieties students face in the 
most intense period of the academic 
year.

The current price list allows 
people one-time entry into the 
swimming facilities at York Sport 
Village for £5.10 as an adult, £4.35 

for an adult with a ‘YorkCard,’ £3.85 
for a student without a YorkCard 
and £3.10 for a student with one. 

One student that spoke to our 
team said that “the prices for swim-
ming at the sport village are outra-
geous, especially given the prices 
of rent and other day to day stuff 
in uni accommodation and near to 
campus.

“I like to swim regularly, like 
three times a week, and having to 
spend nearly four pounds a time is 
just stupid. Twelve pounds is near-
ly half of a weekly food shop! We 
shouldn’t have to spend so much to 
be healthy in the ways that suit us.”

An average student that swims 
once per week would have to spend 
£38.50 over the course of one term;  

more than the average cost of a stu-
dent’s utility bills for a whole month, 
which were calculated at £37.50 
through a survey by SaveTheStu-
dent. 

The costs at York Sport Village 
echo the wider problem of just how 
expensive physical activity is on uni-
versity campuses across the coun-
try. The cost of swimming at Leeds 
Beckett is £4.50 per trip, £3.50 at 
the University of Sheffield, rising to 
£4.50 in peak periods. Other uni-
versities across the north have simi-
lar prices, with those in the south of 
the country costing even more.

The dilemma is that universi-
ties say they want to make active 
lifestyles and sports like swimming 
more accessible, yet they are not 

able to subsidise it enough so that it 
is affordable for the average student 
on campus.

Fortunately, York Sport and the 
University of York will be making 
temporary changes during exam 
week. Regardless of whether stu-
dents are members or non-mem-
bers at the York Sport Village, all 
will be able to swim for £1. 

At the Sports Centre on Cam-
pus West, all fitness classes will cost 
just £1, regardless of whether stu-
dents have a membership or not. 

This scheme may well be rolled 
out to include classes at the York 
Sport Village, although a final deci-
sion is yet to be made. Exam Week 
begins on Monday of Week 5 (13 
May), and ends on the Friday of 

Week 7 (31 May), giving students 
the opportunity to take part in a 
huge number of fitness classes at a 
discounted cost.

Credit must be given to YUSU 
and the York Sport team, for sub-
stantially reducing their prices to 
ensure that students’ mental health 
and exams can take priority, during 
what is an extremely stressful and 
hectic period. Students are encour-
aged to take full advantage of this, 
because if it proves to be successful, 
then it may become a regular oc-
curence during both summer and 
winter exam seasons.

For any further queries sur-
rounding the three-week discount, 
contact either Zac Sheppard (York 
Sport President) or YUSU.
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