
THE UNIVERSITY has spent thou-
sands on luxuries including artwork 
for Heslington Hall and gardening 
for the Vice-Chancellor’s House. 

Other  spending,  included hun-
dreds of premium mobile phones 
and iPads and extensive travel costs 
of nearly £4million,  with air travel 
costing over £1.2million.

YUSU President Kallum Tay-
lor has said there are “definitely ex-
cesses” in the spending, calling for 
higher scrutiny.

Nouse can reveal that earlier 
this year £19,100 of art was pur-
chased from Bonhams in Edin-
burgh.  This takes the total value 
of the University’s art collection to 
£640,000. 

A University spokesperson 
said: “The University has one of the 
top History of Art departments in 
the world and the section largest in 
the UK (after the Courtauld Insti-
tute).  It is very important that our 
students have the opportunity to 
study and curate works of art both 
at the University and in major na-
tional and international collections.  

“Having said that, York’s art 
collection is very modest when com-
pared with those of our major com-
petitors.”

They added students would be 
given the opportunity to view the 
artwork but so far hadn’t seen the 
collection: “Students will benefit 
directly from working with the Uni-
versity’s art collection.  For example, 
we plan an exhibition on the history 
and works of art of Heslington Hall 
in 2014.  We are currently seeking 
student interns to help us put this 
together over the summer.  There 
will be further opportunities for stu-

dents to take part in this initiative 
during the next academic year.”
Nouse also obtained a list of 

vehicles used by the University. 
Amongst these are a Renault Meg-
ane, a Volvo V50 Diesel Sportswag-
on Drive [115] ES 5dr and a Mer-
cedes E class E250 cdi SE model. 

The University has defended 
this saying it is a cost-saving meas-
ure to avoid hotel costs but did not 
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Twice as 
many don’t 
make grades

THE NUMBER of EU and home 
students accepted to the University 
after failing to match the grade re-
quirements of their offer has dou-
bled in the past year.

This year 773 students from the 
UK and EU were accepted, despite 
missing their offer, compared with 
317 for the 2011/12 academic year.

The University have cited the 
fee rise as an explanation, however 
applications to York only declined 
by one per cent, far less than the na-
tional figure of 8.7 per cent.

There have also been large dif-
ferences year on year for some de-
partments. Economics and Related 
Studies saw 24 students accepted 
despite not meeting the precise 
conditions of their offer, compared 
to none the year before.

English and Related Literature 
saw 53 students accepted having 
not met the precise conditions com-
pared to none the year before, while 
Maths had an increase from ten to 
34 and the York Law School had an 
increase from one to 43.

A spokesperson for the Univer-
sity said: “There are changes in the 
external environment (principally 
the removal of the cap on admis-
sion of students with qualifications 
over a certain level and a conse-
quent expansion of places for these 
students) which mean that we are 
operating in a more competitive 
landscape and our admissions pol-
icy and practice needs to be flexible 
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YUSU announces 
town Safe Spots

YUSU announced via their Face-
book page on Friday last week that 
Charlie Brown can no longer play 
the Summer Ball. The third act for 
the main stage shall instead be Sons 
and Lovers purveyors of ‘catchy al-
ternative pop tunes’ such as the 
‘melodic’ Set My Heart on Fire. The 
Union has been relatively lucky in 
recent years regarding headline acts 
turning up famously in 2009 non of 
the headline acts actually showed 
up at the event.

A new Safe Spot scheme has been 
launched by YUSU. The scheme 
will work by getting local business 
to sign up to be places within the 
city, where students can go if they 
feel harassed or unsafe. At the Safe 
Spots, students will be able to report 
the incident, call a taxi to take them 
home, wait until they feel safe again 
or get help from businesses or the 
police. Bob Hughes, YUSU Welfare 
Officer, said: “Although York is a 
very safe city, the Safe Spot scheme 
is designed to help students feel that 
no matter where they are, there are 
safe places to go to for support”. 

The Department of Theatre, Film 
and Television has announced it 
will be launching a new BSc. The 
new multi-disciplinary programme 
will involve technical, creative and 
socio-cultural perspectives on new 
media systems, interactive technol-
ogies and digital culture. The first 
students of the degree will be admit-
ted in the autumn of 2014. Dr Jenna 
Ng from the Department of Theatre, 
Film and Television, said:  It’s a re-
ally multi-faceted course, bringing 
together creativity, technology skills 
and critical thinking.” 

to address that. 
“The key point is that the data 

on students admitted who did not 
meet the conditions of their offer 
will include, for example, a student 
admitted with A*A*B when they had 
an AAA offer and it’s hard to see that 
as a dropping of standards.”

In 2011 the number of students 
being accepted and not meeting 
their entry requirements hit its low-
est level since at least 2008. 

The 317 students accepted in 
2011 compared to 420 in 2010, 470 
in 2009, and in 467 in 2008.

Furthermore, the proportion of 
students out of the overall number 
of offers that were accepted despite 
not meeting the precise entry re-
quirements has also increased. 

This year the number of home 
and EU students being given offers 
decreased from 12,641 to 12,377, 

therefore the proportion of students 
getting in with lower entry require-
ments was 6.3 per cent in 2012 com-
pared to 2.5 per cent in 2011.

Most universities, especially in 
the Russell Group, tend to be strict 
when it comes to students meeting 
entry requirements, even if the total 
UCAS tally is the same as the origi-
nal requirements. The next round 
of applications has just completed, 
with application figures have in-
creased by 8.5 per cent this year.

Graeme Osborn, YUSU Aca-
demic Officer, said: ”The current 
recruitment environment is very 
complex. It is likely that the removal 
of the cap on student numbers for 
those with AAB at A-Level will have 
had an impact, but it is almost im-
possible to say to what extent. The 
number does include those who 
have done worse in one subject but 
better in other, so could include 
‘better’ students. In addition, the 
figures do not include the large 
numbers who don’t take A-Levels, 
so any comment on overall stand-
ards would be misleading.”

 >> Continued from front

FIGURES OBTAINED by Nouse 
reveal there is an inequality in the 
University’s application acceptance 
process for ‘unclear reasons’.

Last edition Nouse reported 
the number of BME students of-
fered places at the University was 
substantially less than White stu-
dents. Overall 40 per cent of BME 
students received offers compared 
to 62 per cent of White applicants.

Isabelle Scott and Sairish Ta-
hir, YUSU Racial Equality Officers,  
commented: “The figure quoted for 
percentage of BME students accept-
ed into York is rather disconcerting 
compared to the 62 per cent aver-
age.”

The University defended their 
position arguing that they could not 
see the Ethnicity of students when 
deciding on an application.

However further evidence re-
veals that in 2012/13, this the aver-
age points tariff was 408 for BME 
students, compared to 419 for 
White applicants. These tariffs have 
been similar over the last few years.

A University spokesperson 
said: “We make admissions deci-
sions purely on the basis of the can-
didate’s strengths as presented in 
the UCAS application form, with 
interviews and auditions where ap-
propriate. 

“The majority of decisions are 
made, however, without these, and 
grades or predicted grades are only 
one of the factors we take into ac-
count when making decisions, with 
the personal statement and refer-
ence also being considered.”

They added: “We do not use 
contextual data in a formulaic way 
in our admissions decisions. How-
ever, there are cases where contex-
tual data may play a part. 

“For example, the York Access 
Scheme provides an opportunity for 
students who have faced challenges 
in their lives to supply additional 
information in support of their ap-
plication.

“In the case of special pro-
grammes designed to widen par-
ticipation (for example Realising 
Opportunities and Next Step York), 
contextual data is used to select the 
schools and colleges we work with 
to identify participants in the pro-
grammes.”

Scott and Tahir continued, “It 

should be a priority that the BME 
community are adequately repre-
sented on campus and no discrimi-
nation takes place within the admis-
sions process, especially with fees 
racking up to £9K a year now.

“Though UCAS points may be 
equal, there are extracurricular on 
a personal statement that often set 
apart the individual in the admis-
sions process - such opportunities 
that may not be available (due to 
financial reasons amongst others) 
in the case of some BME students 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

“The union makes great effort 
to ensure inclusivity at university 
for every student, but these figures 
bring up concern that some stu-
dents may not get a chance to make 
it to the university steps for unclear 
reasons.”

Reasons ‘unclear’ for minority 
applications disparity at York
Neil Johnston
NEWS EDITOR

        These figures bring 
up concern that some 
students may not get 
a chance to make it to 
the university steps for 
unclear reasons
YUSU Racial Equality Officers
Isabelle Scott and Sairish Tahir
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Realising Opportunities and Next Step York hope to widen participation 

         The current
recruitment 
environment is very 
complex
YUSU President
Graeme Osborn
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STUDENTS IN Wentworth E Block 
Ground Floor, have told Nouse the 
University’s response to their ac-
commodation complaints were  
'false'.

Benjamin Turner, a first year 
music student who issued a formal 
complaint on behalf of the floor, 
stated, “We believe that the way our 
complaint has been dealt with by 
the panel is unfair due to use of in-
correct information/evidence.”

The floor’s primary complaint 
detailed issues they have found 
with the living standards provid-
ed in Wentworth E, including the  
overflowing and backing-up of toi-
lets when flushed and an unrealis-
tic portrayal of student misuse of 
toilets. 

The complaints asked for a 
compensation of £15 per week for 
the term complaints were made to 
each resident, but instead have each 
received £50.

The University response de-
nying the student’s compensation 
states, “No claims, that she [Jane 
Whyman, Vanbrugh College Ad-
ministrator] is aware of were made 
by the maintenance staff that this 
problem was caused by Yorkshire 
Water or that it has been an issue for 
years and not been resolved”.

One of the key points in the 
complaint was that ‘if the University  

knew of issues with the overflowing 
and backing-up of toilets, the ac-
commodation should not have been 
let out to students in the first place.’

In correspondence with Turner, 
Whyman, stated, “As I  explained 
last night the problem was out 
of our control as Yorkshire Wa-
ter Board had to turn off the main 
pump at the pumping station”.

Further to this, in Turner's fol-
lowing email to Whyman, he stated; 

“we appreciate that the Yorkshire  
Water Board may indeed be the 
main cause for drainage issues, par-
ticularly as you said it is an issue 
that has persisted over a number of 
years”.

Turner commented, "It was tak-
en at this point that what was said 
in these emails accurately depicted 
what had been said in the meeting."

University Registrar & Secre-
tary, David Duncan confirmed, “The 

root causes of the problem lay off 
campus, but my sense was that our 
estates staff had done their best to 
cope with them and to alleviate the 
impact on the residents.”

Last years student  representa-
tive of Wentworth E Block, also 
claimed that they had severe drain-
age issues, which led to them mak-
ing a complaint themselves,  their 
response states in point 1.4 “Prob-
lems affecting toilets were beyond 
the control of the University.”

Students in Wentworth E block 
believe this proves their issues were 
known well in advance of them 
moving into the accommodation.

Turner commented, “As shown 
by the evidence, much of the de-
tails in the response regarding the 
complaint would appear to be false. 
It is my belief as well as that of my 
fellow residents that this would 
have caused the panel to consider 
our claim unfairly using inaccurate 
facts.

“The responses to our major 
complaints were inaccurate and 
contradicted previous  statements 
made in person and in email com-
munication.”

The University have apologised 
and told students were told to note 
that the Houses in Multiple Occu-
pation (HMO) regulations, and rec-
ommended sections of York’s code 
of Best Practice are for Private Sec-
tor properties and “not applicable to 
University accommodation.”
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The floor’s primary complaint detailed issues they have found with the living standards provided in E block

Accommodation services ‘inaccurate’ and ‘false’
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    Wentworth students claim University has backtracked to avoid paying out requested compensation  
DAN HOLLAND

        Much of the de-
tails in the reponse 
regarding the com-
plaint would apear to 
be false

“ !”
1st Year Music Student 
Benjamin Turner

Adam Bennett campus lease unlikely to be renewed

A UNIVERSITY source has re-
vealed that the lease on Adam Ben-
nett’s campus office is unlikely to be 
renewed.

Situated above Costcutter in 
Market Square, Adam Bennett is 
the only agent with an office on 
campus, a prime site held since its 
establishment in 2009.

Jon Beardsley, a third-year 
Maths student, told Nouse he was 
left with just £1.37 to live on for four 
days, after Adam Bennett delayed 
repaying his deposit for two weeks 
over the summer of 2012.

Jon said that when the deposit 
was returned, “They withheld £45 
without saying anything official 
about it. I repeatedly emailed Adam 
Bennett asking for ‘an itemised list 
of receipts’ etc and got no reply.

“After many attempts, after 
fair amount of time, I finally went 
to raise a dispute with the deposit 
company. It had been after the ‘X’ 
months in which you are allowed to 
raise a dispute after you move out 
and it was too late - the money was 
Adam’s.” Nouse has seen the email 
thread.

Emily, a second-year Politics 
and Philosophy student, said, “The 
main problem I personally had with 
Adam Bennett was their unwill-
ingness to accept an international 
guarantor. I’m from Germany, so 
obviously my parents signed the 

agreement. Months later, they 
emailed me saying that I either 
needed a UK-guarantor or had to 
pay rent 6 months in advance. I 
thought that sounded a bit weird 
(especially as both the UK and Ger-
many are part of the EU) so my 
parents got in touch with a friend 
of theirs who works as a solicitor in 
Scotland, and she wrote a reply for 
me - and that was the end of that.” 
Adam Bennett declined to com-
ment.

David Duncan, University Reg-

istrar, also refused to be drawn on 
the letting agent’s campus lease, 
saying, “all tenancies of commer-
cial properties are reviewed as and 
when they come up for renewal.  

“We take into account the views 
of students as to which outlets they 
would like on campus at that stage.”

Last autumn, a YUSU survey 
of 446 students put Adam Bennett 
ahead of IG Property and AP York 
for positive ratings from students, 
though no letting agent got over 
60 per cent approval. Private land-

lords were rated significantly higher 
than any letting agencies, with 71.3 
per cent of respondents rating their 
landlord as good or excellent.

Of the three most popular let-
ting agents, IG properties received 
52.9 per cent of positive ratings, 
Adam Bennett received 58.5 per 
cent positive ratings and Sinclair 
was rated positively by 58.8 per cent 
of their customers.”

Private landlords enjoyed high-
er ratings, being judged positively 
by over 70 per cent of respondents.

The number of private land-
lords catering to students has sig-
nificantly increased after many cut 
their ties with Adam Bennett last 
year, according to two landlords 
who used the letting agent.

Adam Bennett marketed 40 
per cent of all student accommoda-
tion in the five local authority wards 
nearest the University of York at the 
time.

However, one landlord told 
Nouse back in March, of the com-
pany’s policy in 2011/12, of encour-
aging his landlords to collectively 
raise rents by £10 per week back-
fired. Leaving, Adam Bennett with 
over 100 unrented properties on its 
books in August last year.

One landlord said, “He had 
seemed to learn from that” and that 
Bennett “advised landlords to re-
duce rents right back to £70 - £75 
mark, I feel he has to be applauded 
for recognising the mistake albeit a 
crude one.”

In February last year, Adam 
Bennett was estimated to manage 
570 properties, more than its three 
top competitors combined.

Bennett refused to comment 
this week, in February last year 
he said, “You can’t turn round and 
say our prices are higher because 
the whole industry is slow. Every-
one jumped on the bandwagon for 
cheap tuition fees. Last year was 
the biggest intake ever… and now 
they’re all heading into the second 
year”.

Private landlords enjoyed higher ratings, being judged positively by over 70 per cent of respondents 

Josh Boswell
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provide a reason why a cheaper car 
could not be used: “The E Class 
Mercedes (there is only one) is used 
to transport VIP visitors, 
the Vice-Chancellor 
and, occasionally, 
other senior managers 
when they are required 
to travel on University busi-
ness.  The car is leased by the 
University.  

They also confirmed that the 
car had a driver: “Typically, when 
University staff use the car they 
continue to work while en route to 
meetings.  In the case of the Vice-
Chancellor, the car is frequently 
used to transport him home from 
evening meetings in London and 
other locations outside York, thus 
avoiding the cost of an overnight 
hotel stay.  

 “The only other vehicles oper-
ated by the University are service 
vehicles used by Estates & Campus 
Services, and Commercial Services.”

Other travel costs totalled £3, 
857, 933 for 2011-12. This year’s to-

tal is not yet available.
 Overall air travel costs were the 

highest at £1,196,971 overseas and 
£52,248 in the UK. 

The University refused to break 
down the figures further, citing cost 
exemptions.

However, the cost of air travel 
works out at £408 per member of 
staff, or  £1052 per member of aca-
demic and research staff, many of 
whom did not use air travel.

Rail travel cost £966,597, while 
vehicle hire cost £305,941, and the 
staff car mileage was £199,801. 

There was a £145 of bicycle 
costs, and £581 was spent on mo-
torcycle travel.

However there is another cat-
egory which the University refused 
to provide details of. This amounts 

to the cost of  £513,278 in the UK 
and £579,339 overseas.

A University spokesperson 
said: “As one of the best universi-
ties in the world, York staff travel all 
over the globe, to (a) maintain the 
University’s international profile, 
(b) recruit international students 
and (c) undertake research projects.  
Much of the cost of travel will have 
been funded by research grants 
which include travel expenses.”

They added: “Any University 
of international repute will spend a 
considerable sum on international 
travel.  Much of that expenditure 
will have been granted by research 
funding bodies explicitly for this 
purpose.  All travel expenses have to 
be approved in accordance with our 
standard financial procedures and 
are subject to independent audit.”

On campus, the V-C’s house 
is also costing thousands. 

As well as gas bills 
of £2,807 and electric-
ity bills of £476, the 
University foots the 
bill for the water bill 
of £1, 784.

There was also a 
£5,295 bill for external 
maintenance and £638 
for internal maintenance. 
The previous year £2,714 was 
spent on internal maintenance. 

£2,335 was also spent on gar-
dening at the V-C’s lodge last year. 

In total £14,607 was spent on 
the V-C’s lodge last year compared 
to £8,363 two years ago.

Kallum Taylor, YUSU Presi-
dent, said: “Obviously some ex-

penses are necessary in not leaving 
staff out of pocket for performing 
work related duties - but there are 
definitely some excesses here and 
it’s only right that there should be 
higher scrutiny on them consider-
ing the current climate, and how 
better these excesses could be spent 
elsewhere on students’ tuition and 
services.

“Some form of student over-
sight on a regular basis might help 
keep things tighter.

“On the artwork, it might be a 
good thing for the University to pay 
our own art students for their own 
extra work. There’s certainly a lot 
of immensely talented artists in our 
own membership and it could be 
used to elevate their own names and 
platform.”

There are definite-
ly some excesses here 
and it’s only right that 
there should be higher 
scrutiny
YUSU President
Kallum Taylor

“ !”

More premium
handsets for staff

Costs 
by numbers

Anwen Baker
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

£1052 per member of academic and research 
staff on air travel within the UK and overseas.

£7249 on gardening at the Vice-Chancellor’s lodge.

£19,100 on artwork for Heslington Hall, where the senior 
 management reside.

£1,092,617 spent on ‘other’ travel with air, rail, car, 
motorcycle, and bicycle travel already accounted for.  

COMMENT  
>> Page 12

THE UNIVERSITY has spent 
over £100,000 furnishing staff 
with mobile phones in the last 
financial year.

Information obtained 
through the Freedom of In-
formation Act shows that 
£100,750 was spent in total 
(exclusive of VAT), including 
£12,480 on line rental, £11,621 
on data usage and data pack-
ages and £27,532 on telephone 
calls. These figures are taken 
from the 2011-2012 financial 
year.

512 devices were provided 
for staff in this period. This 
figure does not include devices 
bought from the budget of in-
dividual departments, of which no 
record is kept centrally.

These devices include 57 Black-
berries, 13 iPads, 5 iPad 3’s, 9 HTC 
(Wildfire and Desire), 23 iPhone 
3GS, 53 iPhone 4 and 281 Nokia 
phones. Other accessories bought 
include 42 USB dongles.

This data comes after a Nouse 
investigation last year, which re-
vealed that the University had spent 
over £35,000 on iPhones and iPads 
for staff during the latter part of 

2010 and the early part of 2011. 
The University stated in re-

sponse to these fig-
ures that 

 >> Continued from front

“Expenditure on technologies such 
as this help us to make more effi-
cient and effective use of staff time”. 

They were heavily criticised by 
YUSU for such expenditure, partic-
ularly at a time of increasing student 
fees.

The University, when asked by 
Nouse whether such top of the range 
mobile phones were a necessity, de-
fended the costs, stating that “Ex-
penditure on technologies such as 
this helps us to make more efficient 
and effective use of staff time. 

Many members of staff need to 
be in contact at all times of the day 
during the week and over weekends, 
and multifunction mobile phones 
help them to do that.”

How the new V-C’s
expenses compare
THE NEW Vice-Chancellor’s ex-
pense claims while at the University 
of Warwick can also be revealed.

Included in the claims are a 
£475.15 at a Hotel in Venice and a 
£3.65 snack at Heathrow. 

There was also £67.80 in mis-
cellaneous expenses in the US.

 He claimed £12.50 for  break-
fast in Boston during visit to Boston 
University, while there was also a 
claim for a £4.95 lunch on train to 
a Russell Group Meeting. There was 
also a £36.39 claim for Refresh-
ments while in Brazil for SEMESP 
National Forum Conference. 

Overall he claimed £5,527 in 
2011/12 and £9,133 for office ex-
penditure in 2012/13. 

This was broken down into 
£366 and £406 for Furniture and 

equipment. 
£1,532 was spent on accom-

modation, travel, and subsistence 
in 2011/12 and £2, 270 
in 2012/13. Overseas 
accommodation, trav-
el and subsistence 
amounted to £1,550 in 
2011/12 and 
£4,818   in 2012/13.

His expense claims 
& corporate card was £5, 
147. 

Total accommo-
dation, travel and 
subsistence  
t o t a l l e d 
£10,398.  
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This online data project, which 
can be found at www.nouse.
co.uk, confirmed a few anec-

dotal truisms about accommoda-
tion for us, but also provides some 
new interesting insights.

As expected, campus rents are 
far higher than anywhere else, even 
given the built-in utility costs. As 
you get further from the Uni, prices 
tend to fall.

So perhaps on Hes East and 
West you’re paying a premium for 
convenience of location. Or perhaps 

you’re paying a premium because, 
merely by convention, the Uni has a 
monopoly on first year accommoda-
tion.

The most expensive off-cam-
pus areas are just northwest of Hes 
West, but interestingly there’s not a 
huge price difference between that 
prime location and the likes of Tang 
Hall or the river side of Fulford. 
This goes some way to dispelling the 
myth that Tang Hall is the grotty re-
serve of those with shallow pockets.

Another surprise is the relative 
cheapness of living closer to or even 
inside the City walls. Bargains of 
£57 and £63 per week in the heart 

of town more than make up for the 
distance from the Uni.

This seems to be due to an un-
derlying trend: that private land-
lords are cheaper. The housing that 
orbits the two campuses is predomi-
nantly managed by the big five stu-
dent letting agents, who are able to 
bump up their prices from the per-
ceived security in your contract with 
them.

 But if YUSU’s last housing sur-
vey and our own ongoing research 
are anything to go by, you’re just as 
likely to get a good deal with less 
hassle from a private, independent 
landlord than the likes of IG, Adam 

Bennett, et al.
To some extent however, the 

results from this project – as they 
stand – are flawed. We have created 
a powerful tool, which could be ex-
tremely useful to all of you, but we 
have relatively few results.

So now you know we’re using 
your data for good, and not just sell-
ing it on to the NSA, take an extra 15 
seconds when you’re checking this 
out online to fill out your postcode 
and rent per week - if only for that 
warm fuzzy feeling.

YUSU actually provide a useful 
checklist on their website, for when 
you’re looking at houses, and which 

will help let us know the state of 
housing out there.

 There’s plenty of housing avail-
able to students in York. You don’t 
need to start looking until Febru-
ary, so YUSU tell students to avoid 
letting agencies pressurize you into 
signing contracts early. You can find 
the best accommodation on the 
University’s private sector list.

Full data project at nouse.co.uk. 
Compiled by Josh Boswell, Tim 
Waterson, Josh Goodwin and 
Brandon Seager

Josh Boswell
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

The story behind rent mapping

Mapping York’s rent 
GRAPHICS BY BRANDON SEAGER

(Inclusive)
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YORK COUNCIL may introduce 
a levy on late night bars and clubs, 
in an effort to tackle the problems 
caused by late night drinking.

With charges ranging from 
£299 to £4,440 per year, the levy 
would be imposed on any licensed 
premises selling alcohol between 
midnight and 6am, including late 
night bars popular with students, 
and all the YUSU-endorsed clubs.

Aimed at encouraging bars 
to close before midnight to avoid 
charges, those that stay open late 
will shoulder the levy’s cost, which 
may be passed on to customers.

The Council’s proposal, on 
which it is now consulting local 
bars and clubs, has divided opinion 
across the city. 

Adele Lord, Senior General 
Manager at Tokyo, said, “It all de-
pends on what time they decide to 
implement the late night levy. 

“If they set the levy at 2-3 am, I 
don’t think there’ll be any clubs left 
in the UK after about two years.

“People could stay in bars ‘til 
late, so why would they go to a club? 
The footfall is much more spread 
out.” But she continued, “It could be 
quite a positive thing.

“The times are important to 

businesses because before the 24 
hour licensing came in about seven 
or eight years ago, most pubs shut 
at 11.30 or 12, and then people 
would go out to the clubs. When 
24-hour licensing came in all of that 
changed.

“All they’re doing is taking it 
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Late night alcohol levy divides opinion

LEON MORRIS, YUSU Campaigns 
Officer, has not turned up at any of 
the Union’s recent Officer Q&A Ses-
sions. Introduced this term, they re-
place Assemblies and are intended 
to be ‘an informal chat with Officers’ 
where members can pose ‘any ques-
tions [they] have’.

The YUSU Bye-Laws state that 
the purpose of Campaign’s Com-
mittee and the Campaign’s Officer 
who chairs it is to provide ‘a central 
forum for the coordination and for-
mulation of new campaigns’. 

Whilst ‘Promoting Union cam-
paigns and policy to the member-
ship... Raising the profile of active 
campaigns amongst the member-
ship’ and ‘supporting officers who 
convene campaign networks’. 

The Bye-Laws state that their 
Committee should meet ‘five times 
a term’ and ‘make regular reports to 
the Officer Group and Community 
Assembly’. 

     Morris’ Campaign’s Commit-
tee has not met this year, and it is 
believed that again, contrary to the 
Union’s Bye-Laws, elections have 
not been held since November 2011. 

Morris, who was YUSU’s LGBT 
Officer prior to his resignation in the 
run up to this years Officer Elections 
citing ‘work load pressures’ has only 
been in post since the end of last 
term.  However, unlike the other Of-
ficer’s elected last term Morris has 

yet to update his blog informing the 
Union of how he has been acting in 
their name. 

Morris told Nouse, “Personal 
difficulties have prevented me from 
really hitting the ground running as 
Campaigns Officer, but there’s cur-
rently no strong network in place, so 
I’m working on plans to involve new 
students in YUSU’s campaigning 
activities in the new year and give 
the role some direction. I am not 

happy to say that I’ve been unable to 
attend the Officer Q&As this term, 
but will make accountability a per-
sonal priority in the coming year, as 
every student has the right to know 
what their officers are doing and 
question their actions.”

Lloyd Wallis, Union Chair, told 
Nouse that he has “cut [Morris] a lot 
of slack” because his Committee has 
never met. Keen to praise most Of-
ficers as proactive in their attempts 
to engage students he noted that, 
“Leon has not attended any Q&As 
nor the Officer Group Meeting I 
was at” and confirms that he has not 
otherwise updated members having 
not “responded to my requests for 
Officer blog posts”.

Kallum Taylor, YUSU Presi-
dent, responsible as Chair for the 
overall conduct, effectiveness and 
direction of the Community As-
sembly Committee where the Cam-
paign’s Officer sits as part of the 
Union’s executive body, also did not 
respond to the questions posed to 
him by Nouse.  

“I’m really concerned to be hon-
est. Technically he still has just over 
two terms to pick up his game, and 
I’ll be speaking to him as soon as 
possible to see if he wants to do that. 
If not, then there’s a tough decision 
to be made.

Aside from this particular mat-
ter, “Campaigning should be like 
breathing for all Officers regardless 
of portfolio. I’d be interested to see 
what others thought about that.”    

Campaigns Officer absent
Josh Allen 
NEWS REPORTER

Josh Boswell
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Tokyo manager Adele Lord said the levy could mean there won’t be  “any clubs left in the UK” in two years

back to seven or eight years ago, 
when the bigger nightclubs used to 
be the last port of call.”

Chung Wright, Manager at 
Blue Fly, was more sceptical. “What-
ever the levy is set at, it will only in-
crease. And that’s the issue. It’s the 
fact that, if they do implement it, 
there’s no going back.

“We don’t know how much we’ll 
have to pay. If it’s £200, and it’s 
£200 all the way, that’s fine. But as 

we all know, that’s not how the gov-
ernments work.”

Ben, Supervisor at Dusk, 
warned, “If they charge more for 
independent bars they’ll run them 
into the ground.”

But he said, “It’s going to affect 
the chains more than us – it’ll only 
be a couple of hundred pounds for 
us. We need to wait for the results 
really, it’s kind of hard to say what 
the effects will be.

The Council estimates it will 
raise up to £286,000 from the pro-
posed levy, of which 30 per cent 
will go to York Council, and 70 per 
cent to the Police and Crime Com-
missioner to tackle alcohol-related 
crime. According to Council figures, 
last year violent crimes occurred 
within 50m of 95 late-night prem-
ises, 130 had anti-social behaviour, 
and 78 had damage.

In the same year, the number 
of A&E attendances for victims of 
assault between midnight and 6am 
was 331, with an estimated 164 al-
cohol-related.

Lord said when it came to 
cracking down on crimes by late-
night drinkers, “Anything is a help 
really”. But when asked about po-
tential price rises in Tokyo due to 
the levy she said, “I doubt it. If less 
pubs and bars are open then we get 
an increased footfall.”

Bob Hughes, YUSU Welfare 
Officer, said, “The proposed alcohol 
levy could prove very helpful within 
the city if it is used properly as a way 
of targeting the causes and effects of 
issues around alcohol rather than as 
a blanket tax.

“YUSU will be taking part in 
the consultation as and when we 
can, speaking on the effects this 
may have on students, but overall 
the York Council have given me rea-
son to think it may go some way to 
tackling some of the root problems 
around alcohol and drinking cul-
ture.”

NEIL JOHNSTON

Harry Gallivan
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

AN UNPRECEDENTED amount 
of complaints have been made by 
Goodrickers over the recent water 
problems Goodricke College has ex-
perienced all year.

One hundred and twenty-two 
complaints have been made in to-
tal, putting huge pressure on the 
university for compensation similar 
to the settlement agreed with Lang-
with College.

The complaints form reads: 
“Several times during my residence 
in Goodricke College, all the water 
has been cut off in both my room 
and the kitchen. Most notably on 
3rd May when there was no water 
for a number of hours and over-
night between the 1st and 2nd of 
May as well as between 11th and 
12th March.

Provisional substantial (sev-
eral hours) outages reported also 
include 19th March and 20th, 25th 
and 28th November. I understand 
that occasional outages may be nec-
essary for maintenance […], how-
ever this has happened repeatedly 
since the beginning of the academic 
year.”

Moreover, only as recently as 
last week, the water supply was 
cut off to Goodricke’s Janet Baker 
Court between 10am and noon, 
leaving 226 students without run-
ning water to drink or wash.

The campaign was organised 
by Goodricke JCRC in collabora-
tion with YUSU to reach a settle-
ment similar to Langwith College’s 
compensation agreement earlier 
this year, in which they received 
£30,000 in part for water problems 
that Goodricke also experienced.

Goodricke Chair, Dean Hick-
ey, has also placed support for the 
campaign, stating the availability 
of running water is a “basic human 
right” and a “statutory requirement 
to which the university as landlord 
is bound”. 

The University’s Estates team 
has advised students they are work-
ing to fix the problem, but despite 
this water outages have continued. 

Hugh Oatts and Bob Clarke, 
Goodricke’s Campaigns Officers, 
said: “It’s great that the university 
is working hard to fix the problems, 
but it doesn’t change the fact they 
happened in the first place. We’re 
very pleased with the response from 
those affected due to our campaign.”

The swimming pool has been 
identified as part of the problem.

Complaints reach 
three figures over 
water shortages

NOUSE



THE UNIVERSITY of York has 
defended its green agenda, despite 
recently being ranked joint 109th in 
the People and Planet 2013 ‘Green 
League’ Table.

The table compares 143 UK 
institutions, awarding them either 
a First, 2.1, 2.2, Third or Fail based 
upon their environmental manage-
ment and performance.

Overall, York was awarded a 
‘Third Class’, with 28 points out of a 
possible 70 based upon 13 separate 
criteria.

Other indicators suggest York’s 
policies on protecting the environ-
ment, food recycling, renewable 
energy, water reduction as well as 
carbon emission and management 
were all rated as ‘poor’.

Moreover, ‘activities to inte-
grate sustainability issues in the 
curriculum’ were rated as ‘poor’, as 
well as York’s efforts to properly au-
dit ‘water’ and ‘emissions’.

York was also told it ‘could do 
better’ on having a well co-ordinat-
ed environment team and ‘ethical’ 

investment policy concerning the 
environment and fair trade. 

Staff and student engagement  
were classified as ‘poor’.

A University spokesman has 
disputed the table: “While we wel-
come our improved position in the 
Green League, we believe these 
rankings provide an inaccurate re-
flection of the University’s signifi-
cant improvements in sustainability.

“The University has invested 
nearly £4 million in two combined 
heat & power (CHP) units and a 
biomass boiler. 

“The total projected carbon 
saving from these measures is more 
than 6000 tonnes/year.

THE VICE Chancellor will be 
awarding a new College Cup from 
September to reward colleges for 
performing well across a variety of 
fields.

The inter-college competition 
will be based upon success in sport, 
RAG fund-raising, volunteering, 
careers development, elections, en-
vironmental campaigns and other 
activities. The proposals were put 
forward by YUSU Academic Officer 
Graeme Osborn, who worked in col-
laboration with other groups at the 
University.

Osborn commented: “The 
Cup has taken a lot of work from 
YUSU, JCRCs and Colleges and I 
am delighted that it is going ahead. 
I believe it will enhance the college 
experience and further develop col-
lege-based activities.”

The winning college will also 
receive a grant from the Vice Chan-
cellor, which is to be spent invest-
ing in the college and rewarding the 
success of its students. Details of the 
grant are yet to be confirmed.

One of the most significant fea-
tures of the new College Cup is that 
it is for the entire college, and not 
just the JCRC. 

The proposal states that the cup 
will validate the importance of col-
leges to York by “confirming their 
place at the heart of the University 
and their importance to the senior 
management”.

The Cup will run according to 
the academic year, being awarded 
at the YUSU awards at the end of 
Week 8 of summer term as of next 
year, rather than on the calendar 
year by which JCRCs are elected.  
YUSU believe this will lead to a 
boost in enthusiasm and participa-
tion in college activities.

New College 
Cup planned
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York given 
a ‘Third’ in 
Green table

    We believe these 
rankings provide an 
inaccurate reflection of 
the University’s signifi-
cant improvements in 
sustainability
University spokesperson

“
Harry Gallivan
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Amy Blumsom
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

HCSA

!”
 “Early returns indicate that in 

the first month of full operation, 
CHPs alone saved £110,000 in en-
ergy costs, as well as 550 tonnes of 
carbon.”

He continued: “We shall spend 
a further £1.5 million over the next 
two years to improve the district 
heating system. 

Nick Devlin and Jamie Elliot, 
the YUSU Environment Officers, 
told Nouse: “This is an excellent im-
provement on last year, when York 

was placed 126th! 
“But, of course, the University 

could still be doing more. It’s los-
ing points in the league all over the 
place, however more commitment 
to sustainability and an ethical cam-
pus would be able to move York up 
the table.”

While the University has in-
creased in size by over 70 per cent 
since 2002/3, there has been just an 
18 per cent increase in vehicles trav-
elling to and from the University. 

P/X/001 Lecture Theatre

A relaxed Faxy the Lion after a heavy day at Halifax’s annual festival, Faxival

A few too many drinks for Faxy...“ ”Sam Simons
1st year History student



THE UNIVERSITY has announced 
Provosts will be renamed Principals, 
under proposals for a new system, 
which will be piloted in Langwith 
and Vanburgh next year.

The new scheme will see the 
Provosts role reduced from 25% to 
16% and for the purposes of the pi-
lot, will be called the Principal, to 
distinguish the role from the exist-
ing provost role. 

Provosts are responsible for 
the wellbeing of the College and its 
members, and the new posts have 
been advertised internally.

Jane Clarbour, Goodricke Col-
lege Provost commented, “While I 
worry about the time for the Prov-
ost being reduced, I can see much 
benefit for having a full time person 
in the college. This is a pilot scheme 
for one year to see how it works.”

Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Dr 
Jane Grenville told Nouse, “The pi-
lot in colleges is an experiment to 
see whether we can improve the 
visibility and availability of staff in 
colleges. It represents a very con-

siderable investment in terms of 
resource into the college system. We 
consulted carefully with the colleges 
and, through YUSU, with the JCR 
chairs.”

Currently each provost plays 
a 25% role in the College, and the 
dean is not bought out form their 
substantive role at all, but lives in 
college and offers support in their 

out of hours time.
In this new pilot scheme, there 
will be a 100% dedicated ‘Col-

lege Officer’ who will support stu-
dents in both reactive and proactive 
ways. Reactively, they will manage 
the resident tutor team and ensure 
that pastoral support is available 
and easily accessed.

The new principals will also 

handle college disciplinary mat-
ters, with a line of appeal to the 
principal. Grenville continued, 
“Proactively, they will work to pro-
vide a programme of co-curricular 
support to students, devising and 
ensuring the delivery of sessions to 
help students with (for instance) 
employability skills, stress manage-
ment, time management and other 
generic skills. We will be interested 
to find out what sort of sessions will 
be attractive to students and an in-
tern will be working on this project 
over the summer.”

The role holder will become 
more strategic - responsible for 
the college strategy and the college 
budget, but still the person who 
leads the college and hosts the stu-
dent welcomes at the beginning of 
the year. Grenville added, “This rep-
resents a real investment into the 
college system and we want to get it 
right, hence the decision to pilot a 
new system rather than introduce it 
wholesale in one year. 

“We will watch carefully how 
it works out and decide on the 
strength of the evidence how to pro-
ceed in 2014-15.”
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Derwent 
Summer Soirée
Derwent College hosted a 1920s 
themed Summer Soirée on Satur-
day, raising money for Lauriston 
Lights, a charity founded by Der-
went Students. 
The night kicked off with a cham-
pagne reception and was followed 
by a fabulous fashion show, auc-
tion and raffle. Live music was 
provided by Solomon Senior, The 
Frame and DJs El Sam U and Joel 
Brocklehurst, Vice Chair of Der-

Provosts renamed Principals in pilot scheme
Laura Hughes
EDITOR

The new principals will also handle college diciplanary matters, with a line of appeal to the principle

        This represents a 
real investment into the 
college system and we 
want to get it right

Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Dr Jane Grenville 

“ !”

 LAURA HUGHES 

ANDREW B47
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‘I’m a great believer in freedom’
MP for York Outer Julian Sturdy tells Neil Johnston and Amadea Ng why his views on        

   gay marriage, university funding and the drink levy are down to one basic principle.

Julian Sturdy made the press recently 
for voting against gay marriage, and as 
someone who voted for the tuition fee 

increase he may seem an unlikely ally of stu-
dents.

However when Nouse spoke to the MP 
for York Outer, he claimed he wants to pro-
mote fair access and give every student op-
portunities within the society.

With the Government’s comprehensive 
spending review fast approaching, University 
funding will soon become an issue again and 
this is a priority for the MP.

Sturdy sees that “economists and the 
government agree that there has to be cuts” 
and thus, University funding will need to be 
viewed at as a whole within the spending re-
view, but “there are certain areas where (he) 
would like to see protected.”

He goes on to stress his support for re-
search: “For instance I’m very keen on the 
science sectors. I think that’s really important 
for our future economy that we 
protect the science and research 
sectors. I think that’s where as 
a country we are great inno-
vators I think we can make 
strides forwards. And I think 
that’s a key driver within our 
local economy but also within 
the wider economies. I’m very 
keen to see that area protect-
ed.”

He argues 
that while the f e e 
hike brings 
about financial 
difficulties, it 
was a 
c o r -
r e c t 
d e -
c i -

sion: “As you will be aware I did vote for tui-
tion fees and I still think that was the right 
move. The fact that you’ve got a threshold of 
21,000 before students need to start paying 
back is the right move on that.”

He argues that the crux of the problem 
lies in maintenance loans and the cost of liv-
ing rather than tuition fees and sees this as 
a potential roadblock that could stop people 
from entering university. This comes after 
meetings with YUSU have raised a concern 

that “tuition fees is something in 
the distance but actually the phys-
ical cost of paying for rent” while 

at University is a major concern for 
many.

He continues that efforts should 
be made to remove barriers: “I’m a 

great believer we must remove barriers 
for people going to University. We must 

make it accessible to all.”
When asked if 
he would sup-

port a reduc-
tion in fees if 

the financial 
s i t u a t i o n 
improved, 
he argues,“ 
(if ) we can 

lift the 
m e a n s 

t e s t -
i n g 

a 

bit further to bring more people into that so 
that would be the area that I would like to go 
at first for me it’s about removing barriers and 
improving accessibility universally to all.”

In response to a question as to whether 
there might be a further fee rise on the cards, 
Sturdy was unable to give a definite response 
and thinks its important to observe the trends 
in the next few years, to see “whether we see 
any drop off of people going to university on 
the back of tuition fees.”

He hopes that there will not be a need for 
a fee hike, to ensure that a university educa-
tion is not denied to any due to financial con-
straints, but argues that “it is right and proper 
that the threshold for paying tuition fees back 
moves with the rate of inflation as well.”

On his relationship with YUSU, he says: 
“The student union have come to see me and 
students come to see me over specific issues 
that have affected them and obviously when 
someone asks for help we try and help the best 
way we can. This is one of the most empow-
ering and important roles as an MP and the 
University is an important part of the con-
stituency. 

“YUSU have come to see me over issues 
like cost of living giving me an understanding 
of what they are going through so I can argue 
and put the case down in parliament.”

When asked about his reasons for voting 
against the Marriage (Same Sex Couple) Bill, 
he stated that “it was a very difficult decision” 
due to both his commitment to freedom and 
religious convictions.

Sturdy added that “I believe strongly in 

freedoms of the individual but also very much 
strongly believe in religious beliefs”.

After months of deliberation, watching 
the bill progress and speaking to constituents, 
Sturdy voted against the bill at the second 
reading as he believes in promoting religious 
freedom and the institution of marriage, and 
was not convinced “the state should be re-
defining” the “institution of marriage in (a) 
Christian ceremony.”

He also believes that this decision reflect 
the general consensus within his constitu-
ency: “Going back does my decision vote and 
how I voted reflect the views of my constitu-
ents as a whole on issues like this I think it is 
very much an issue of conscious when you are 
voting on issues like this.”

He commented that while people have 
politicised his decision against the Marriage 
Bill, local religious leaders have not been criti-
cised. Sturdy saw that this Bill was similar to 
one on abortion and should be voted based on 
conscience rather than along political lines.

He added that “as a principle when you 
are looking at something like that I would be 
against that as I said one of my principles is 
freedom of the individual and I think people 
should be able to make up their own choice”

On the issue of binge drinking and alco-
hol, Sturdy remains concerned about tackling 
the problem by taxation. He thinks that there 
needs to be more information available to the 
public by both the Government and local au-
thority as “people need to know the impact of 
binge drinking”.

On the NUS campaign to ban pay day 
lenders Sturdy has mixed views: “I think 
again I’m always reluctant to have a knee jerk 
reaction to ban anything. I think there is an 
argument that they should be regulated better 
but also its about information isn’t it and edu-
cation. It might be an argument further down 
the line for a ban. I’m always reluctant to go  
down that route to ban.”

Finally it was put to him what his views 
were on PRISM and the recent revelations 
on government surveillance. His response, 
perhaps like many of us, he was concerned: 
“Yes again I did share some concern over this 
again. I’m a great believer in freedom of liber-
ty and there is some I do have a concern over 
that and that would go against my beliefs.”

“I believe strongly in freedoms of the 
individual but also very much strongly 

believe in religious beliefs”

NEIL JOHNSTON CHIPPY KEV     CONSOLIDATEDPR



Society is ageing. People are living 
longer. While this is a great thing, it 
also means there is an increased risk 
of disease and disability. The UK’s 
current life expectancy is 80 years 
of age. Current statistics show that 
one in every six individuals over the 
age of 80 is suffering from a form 
of dementia, and the numbers are 
steadily rising. Dementia has many 
forms, the most common being Alz-
heimer’s disease. 

It’s characterised by neuronal 
degeneration, causing profound 
memory loss, confusion and mood 
changes. The Alzheimer’s society es-
timates 800,000 people in the UK 
are living with dementia.

As the disease progresses, car-
ing for oneself becomes increasingly 
difficult and in most cases, exten-
sive care is needed. The cost of one 
dementia patient in a care home is 
estimated at £31,263 per year. With 
current NHS shortages and cut-
backs, less money is being directed 
towards elderly and mental health 
care. 

In a published report, the In-
stitute for Public Policy Research 
(IPPR) claimed that they were con-
cerned by the lack of services and 
support offered, not just for those 
suffering with dementia, but for any 
long term health sufferer in today’s 
economic climate. 

Although austerity measures 
are attacking most public services, 
the IPPR stated that dementia care 
should be prioritised: and with an 
estimated one million dementia suf-
ferers by 2021, it’s clear why this is-
sue is deemed so important.

One of the concerns stemming 

from the NHS cuts is the effect it 
will have on the quality of patient 
life. The Guardian reported four 
out of five  doctors think that cur-
rent NHS cuts have affected patient 
care, with less support and services 
available to them. Because of this, it 
is becoming increasingly important 
that volunteers lend their hand to 
these services. The King’s Fund, an 
organisation working to improve 
UK health care, stated volunteers 
are a “core part of the care team”. 

Minds in Motion (MIM) is an 
award-winning student run volun-
teering service, aimed at helping 
those suffering with dementia right 
here in York. Our aim is to provide 
services to those suffering that help 
improve their quality of life. Suffer-
ing with dementia is confusing and 
scary, and so we provide a relaxing 

atmosphere in which service users 
can partake in activities that they 
might not get the opportunity to 
do in their everyday lives. We run 
six different sessions, ranging from 
singing to interactive music. 

Our reminiscence therapy ses-
sion provides an opportunity for 
service users to explore their past, 
using photos and souvenirs. This 
has been found to be extremely 
comforting and an effective way to 
enhance cognitive capacity.

An additional initiative run by 
MIM is the Harmony Café, which 
provides an opportunity for suffer-
ers of dementia and their carers to 
socialise with volunteers and others 
experiencing the same problems.

The Harmony Café has become 
increasingly popular over the years, 
with people attending regularly to 

partake in the raffle and make the 
most of the free tea and cake.

We believe MIM is an excellent 
project, which not only gives back 
to the community, but also provides 
an invaluable life experience. We all 
know the current difficulty in the 
job market for graduates, volun-
teering provides precious work ex-
perience that is regarded highly by 
recruiters. 

Within the next academic year, 
the projects aim is to increase the 
amount of sessions run each term 
and widen its availability to more 
dementia sufferers. If you’d like to 
become part of this fantastic project, 
then please email mindsinmotion@
yusu.org. To find out more visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
mindsinmotionyork or on twitter @
MindsinMotionUY.

SocDrawer
The section by societies, for societies

OddSoc: HAZsoc

What’sOn
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SocietyDiary

HAZsoc (Humans vs Assassins vs Zombies Society) is a society based 
around large scale campus games, mostly Humans vs Zombies and Assas-
sin’s circle. Humans vs Zombies is essentially a large game of tag with added 
nerf guns. The game starts with almost everyone as humans alongside one 
or two zombies and the tide slowly turns. Eventually the humans are fight-
ing for their lives against the zombie horde with only nerf darts and balled 
up socks to protect themselves. These games usually last around one week 
and are free to enter, but it is advised to join the society and get a bandana.
Assassin’s circle is a game where the objective is to kill your target, prefer-
ably in a creative way, before your hunter finds you. Everyone starts out 
with a target. If you assassinate your target, you move on to their target, and 
so on. Once there is only one assassin left standing, they win. There are also 
points awarded for creative kills, such as utilising booby trapped stuffed 
toys or assassinating someone while wearing a costume. Assassin’s circle 
games usually last several weeks and are open to members of the society. 
We also host smaller events such as the post-exam pillow fight.

Minds in Motion
Felicity Gordon

Following on from last term’s success at Loughborough competition, 
Dancesoc has already been very busy in the first few weeks of this term. 
The dances showcased at Roses in week 2 were a true testament to the crea-
tivity which always inspires the York dancers. Characters spotted in these 
performances included beautiful Barbie dolls, a joyous Jack-in-the-box and 
even some well-known faces from Star Wars complete with their lightsa-
bers! Celebrate York, a festival in town at the end of week 3, was another 
chance to see some of the excellent dances from throughout the year. Don’t 
worry though, there are still plenty more exciting events to come! We have 
been working on performances for both Carnival on the 16th June and 
Woodstock 22nd June. The next weekend is Woodstock, a large on campus 
event, involving a lot of dancers. This year’s performance is definitely not 
one to miss as Micha Chambers has choreographed a very sassy number to 
the Dream Girls soundtrack; be prepared for some glitz and glamour!

Going down swinging: HAZsoc’s recent post-exam pillow fight

Wednesday 19 June 
The Battle of the Lunatic 
Asylums in Eighteenth-Century 
York
Ron Cooke Hub
Public lecture

6.30pm

Saturday 22 June 
Woodstock 2013
Vanbrugh Paradise
Music festival. £5 incl. Tokyo 
after-party.

12pm

Saturday 22 June 
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
Heslington East Campus - Parlia-
ment Street
Sexual harassment awareness 
event

11am

Friday 21 June               7.30pm
Iron Man 3 at York Student 
Cinema
P/X/001
£3 admission

Friday 21 June 
University of York Jazz 
Orchestra
St Margaret’s Church, Walmgate
£13.00 admission

7.30pm

Sunday 23 June 
York Vintage Fair
Merchant Adventurers’ Guildhall
£1 admission

12pm

Friday 28 June
Wentworth Salsa Night
Wentworth Edge bar
Free entry

9pm



I can’t get enough of it. First I 
heard it on the radio, then on 
8tracks.com and finally on Twit-

ter through the sharing of a fellow 
fan. The song I refer to is ‘Blurred 
Lines’ by Robin Thicke feat. T.I 
Pharrell. 

It wasn’t until I saw the news 
that YouTube had banned the ex-
plicit version of the video from its 
site that I bothered to watch the 
video and listen to the lyrics prop-
erly. And do you know what, at first 
glance you think the anthemic chill-
out track of the summer has arrived. 
The tune is catchy and cool, the lyr-
ics playful and ironic (“You wanna 
hug me / What rhymes with hug 
me?). Watching it back, you do wish 
you were there.

But now let me point out a few 
bits you missed (and a few you prob-
ably didn’t). Three minutes fifty-
three: Some balloons spell out that 
‘Robin Thicke has a big D’. Well this 
is really grown-up. It’s not even as 
though he’s bothered with a euphe-

mism - whistle, lollipop, gear stick, 
even 50 Cent’s ‘Magic stick’ is better 
than just placing his masculinity as 
an irresistible force to anyone who 
is fortunate enough to cross paths.

Next one’s a little more obvious. 
The girls are naked. The boys less 
so. In fact they’re in suits and sun-
glasses. And they look sharp. People 
have cried for the freedom of naked-
ness. And who can deny it, being na-
ked is very liberating, but when you 
are Mr Thicke drawling ‘Just let me 
liberate you’, you have to question 
the liberation in this case. And any-
way, if nakedness is so liberating, 
why are the boys not naked as well?

Not only naked, but also in-
fantilised. The stunning and adult 
women are reduced to giggling Loli-
tas. Pharrell combs one of the girl’s 
hair like it’s her first day at school, 
but of course with his implied large 
penis and his suave suit, she can’t 
resist purring like a cat with the ex-
citement. 

All I can say is that it’s lucky the 

women have such fabulously lus-
cious hair otherwise Messrs Thicke 
and Pharrell probably wouldn’t buy 
them, or at least would take them 

back to the shop within the 28 day 
returns window.

But despite all this you still 
want to be there. Us guys want to 
be Robin Thicke, the women want 
to prance around in a skin-coloured 
thong and be admired by Pharrell. 
And this is the bit that gets me about 

this video. It is a stealthy advert for 
sexism, you tell yourself you’re a 
prude for thinking otherwise. 

The lines are blurred, to borrow 
Robin title. No longer are we invit-
ed to snigger at the hyperbolic and 
stylized sexism of the past – Grand 
Theft Auto, Eminem, and Dr Dre 
fans know this type well, the latter 
in his song ‘Bitches ain’t shit’ sings, 
“Lick on these nuts and suck the 
dick / Get’s the fuck out after you’re 
done”. It’s comical, nobody’s going 
to be swanning round campus ask-
ing girls to lick on their balls. But 
this is more sanitised sexism. It’s 
fine. It’s banter. Everyone should re-
lax. You can even share it on Twitter 
using the official hashtag #Thicke 
to show your support for #Banter 
and all the other puerilities that the 
video espouses.

If you still think this after read-
ing this, then go online and check 
out the spoof version. With the 
sexes reversed it looks about a mile 
from reality. About right really.

Comment comment@nouse.co.uk
www.nouse.co.uk/comment
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It would appear that no expense 
was spared during the Universi-
ty’s latest, somewhat indulgent, 

spending on all things fancy. Fig-
ures attained through Nouse’s most 
recent Freedom of Information re-
quests are condemning, albeit un-
surprising, and leave a lot in the way 
of explanation. Yes, the University 
has been caught red-handed, and 
it’s time someone was held respon-
sible.

The figures pretty much speak 
for themselves. Brian Cantor and co. 
have forked out almost £20,000 on 
artwork they have been leasing from 
an Edinburgh-based store for years. 
Which begs the question - why? Not 
only will the purchase be deemed 
unnecessary by the majority of stu-
dents here, the artwork in question 
takes pride of place in Heslington 
Hall - a building I doubt I’ll ever 
feel the need to enter - and brings 
the grand total of the University’s 
art collection to £640,000.

Fair enough, universities are a 
big business, with a lot of dollar in-
volved, and I can guarantee that the 
University of York is not alone in its 
love of grandeur, fast cars, and art 
investments, but this money needs 
to be contextualised. It’s worthwhile 
to consider how much the Univer-
sity is willing to spend on issues di-
rectly affecting the student body.

In April 2013, Nouse reported 
that all Langwith college students 
living in halls during the academic 
year 2012/2013 were to receive 
compensation totalling £30,000, 

after an unprecedented level of 
complaints regarding the living 
conditions on the newly inhabited 
Heslington East campus. Hats off 
to Langwith - they managed to get 
the University to recognise its faults 
and deal with the consequences, 
and £30,000 is a lot of money in 

anybody’s eyes. When you break 
it down per resident, however, the 
University found £50 per head to 
be a reasonable compensation for 
a term without running water or a 
cash point. And, although I wouldn’t 
think twice about accepting £50 
from the University, the amount 
seems a small price to pay for such a 
series of problems, especially when 
Cantor is happy to spend just as 
much on a painting.

Over a million pounds has been 
spent on flying the University staff 
around the world in the past year; 
with over £52,000 spent on staff 
jetting up and down the country. 
Because there is obviously no other 
way of getting from York to Edin-
burgh than first class on a fancy 
train. The University has retaliated 
over this issue, contesting that one 

of the reasons was to recruit inter-
national students and better exist-
ing connections with partner uni-
versities. Which sounds like a lovely 
idea, but not one that I’d be happy 
to spend a million pounds on. Ba-
sically, we are now paying to send 
University staff across the globe to 
spot and kidnap some fresh talent, 
only for the unsuspecting freshers 
to arrive on campus this October 
to find that the porters don’t know 
CPR, the library isn’t big enough  
and the Vanbrugh bridge is still un-
der construction. 

As tuition fees rise and satisfac-
tion decreases by the year, the Uni-
versity seems to be prioritising the 
wrong things. Some lucky bugger 
has even managed to claim expens-
es for a bike. Yes, a bike. There has 
evidently been a rise in the amount 
of money spent by the University 

since the fee rise last year. Which is 
fine, because the extra money might 
as well be used, rather than rotting 
away in a bank account. My point is 
that if we do indeed have some spare 
cash lying around, senior manage-
ment needs to look no further than 
campus. The University can’t af-
ford to pay all of its staff a fair living 
wage? The porters aren’t trained to 
deliver first aid? Then stop spend-
ing dollar on the destinations we 
don’t need to go to, and start invest-
ing into projects that might actually 
be of some use to students.

We don’t have much say over 
what the University draw out from 
the bank. And we have just as lit-
tle say over what they spend it on. 
Something has got to give. Either 
the University quits spending our 
money on bikes, art, and fast cars, 
or they tell us about it. 

No expenses spared, evidently

Blurred Lines between Thicke and sexism

Figures obtained on the Uni-

versity’s expenses provide 

a worrying correlation be-

tween the deterioration of 

campus and the University’s 

involvement

Thicke’s ‘Blurred Lines’ repre-

sents the new kind of sani-

tised sexism that lures men 

and women alike.
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       The University 
has been caught 
red-handed, and it’s 
time someone was 
held responsible

“
!”

       It’s lucky the 
women have such 
fabulously luscious 
hair, otherwise 
Messrs Thicke and 
Pharrell probably 
wouldn’t buy them

“
!”

Alex
Slingsby

Comment
Editor

Tom 
Witherow 



Currently, the third-year popu-
lation of University of York 
(and every other university 

across the country, I imagine) are 
desperately whooping, boozing, and 
compromising every moral prin-
ciple in a bid to get their money’s 
worth in the ubiquitous campus 
‘Gold Rush’. As I look back on my 
time as an A Level student, furiously 
studying for my exams, and feeling 
as frantic as a caged rat in anticipa-
tion of the results, I see a similar 
parallel of urgency. 

Months were set aside to make 
the equivalent of a forest of revision 
notes, all in the hope of achieving 
the grades that would secure my 
university place before the £,9000 
fee increase. Given this, it is could be 
somewhat frustrating to see that the 
University is being flexible with en-
try grade admissions, as it seems to 
be the case, as statistics shows that 
the proportion of students getting 
in with lower entry requirements 
was 6.3 per cent in 2012 compared 
to 2.5 per cent in 2011. 

Before jumping the gun, we 
must stop to consider that in the 
mix of these statistics, there will 
be those people who achieved the 
equivalent number of UCAS points, 
but in a different grade breakdown, 
like A*AB, for example. 

This however does not curb 
the feeling of irritation that usually, 
universities belonging to the Russell 
Group are very strict on the specific 
offers, and with the intense compe-
tition that characterised this year, it 
does not seem entirely fair that this 
precision is adhered to in some cas-
es and not others. 

Moreover, in years past, where 
conditions were not as lax, students 

would have narrowly missed out on 
university places for not having the 
specific AAA grades for example.

In academic terms, although 
one looks to their professor as the 
beacon of knowledge in the wilder-
ness that is Derrida’s contribution 
to Deconstruction, (to name but 
one terrifying aspect of my degree) 
collaboration with fellow students 
is essential not only to improv-

ing those ‘employability skills’ we 
are always hearing about, but also 
fomenting our passion for and un-
derstanding of subject matter. If we 
do not feel on par with each other 
intellectually, how are we supposed 
to learn from one another? 

Obviously, it goes without say-
ing that A-Level exam results are 
not indicative of intelligence, but 
they must be considered to have a 
reasonable level of importance for 
universities, in setting the standard 
by which students must aim. Whilst 
in practice, lower grade offers would 
take the intense pressure off A-Level 
students, it would not enable them 
to mature and push themselves to 
achieve their utmost, which will be 
key to their being able to compete in 
future situations.

There seems to be a two-fold 
problem emerging here. Although 
York isn’t specifically lowering its 

academic standards, it is not be-
ing consistent with its precise entry 
grade requirements. 

Attaining the grades required to 
attend this University should be the 
only option available in the inter-
ests of fairness, or else there should 
be a blanket policy that enables all 
who may have just missed out on 
their specific offer to be admitted. I 
am cynical as to how practical this 
might be. 

The second problem arises in 
the University compromising their 
precise grading policy on account 
of filling up leftover spaces. The 
University should be considering 
the socio-intellectual maturation of 
their students, above the business 
head mentality of filled up spaces 
equals cash. Because of this mental-
ity, there is a precedent of false secu-
rity being set. 

Although A-Level exams are the 
paper indicators that show our IQ is 
above the level of a primordial ooze, 
they are not excessively difficult; if a 
person cannot satisfy the demands 
of an A-Level exam, what is to say 
they will be able to make the aca-
demic leap at university level? What 
if a person achieved A*A*C, and the 
C was in the degree they were tak-
ing? Can the university really be 
confident that this person will be 
able to step up?

 Although this formula is not 
absolute, and there are those stu-
dents who may thrive in a ‘bigger 
pond’ so to speak, there are those 
that will not. Either maintain a 
standardised and specific grade re-
quirement in line with the calibre 
of university we are, or turn univer-
sity into the dog-eat-dog world that 
awaits us on the outside.

Comment
BRANDON SEAGER

Tuesday 18 June 2013 www.nouse.co.uk NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         13
www.ey.com/uk/careers

Access to students with 

lower grades than required 

not only lowers the Universi-

ty’s academic reputation, but 

can lead to problems for the 

student and peers

Tom
Lubek

Follow the debate:  
Comment online at
nouse.co.uk/comment

Recently, like all English stu-
dents, I finished the dreaded 
presentation, and now am fi-

nally at the end of my assessments. 
But, as I brooded, blancmange-
like, I wondered how different my 
life would be now that exams have 
passed for the foreseeable future. 
The conclusion that I came to was 
that it probably wouldn’t change 
that much.

During exam period, I watched  
copious amounts of daytime televi-
sion. I now continue to watch copi-
ous amounts of daytime television. I 
don’t even like Top Gear, and yet I 
seem to end up watching it. Like the 
perfectly dutiful English student, I 
read a lot of books (not relevant to 
my exam) during exam period. I still 
read a lot of books. You get the idea.

So what, if anything, is differ-
ent? There’s one vital thing missing 
from the aforementioned activi-
ties. That thing, folks, is guilt. I can 
blithely pass away hours in front of 
the television or sunning myself in 
the Museum Gardens now, without 
that constant nagging, motherly  
voice in the back of my mind. Why 
not spend the afternoon plugged 
into the PS3? No dull critical essays 
to read, no notes to make, nothing. 
Isn’t the lack of responsibility won-
derful?

Slight problem though. Lots of 
these activities are only fun when 
you’ve actually got something more 
important to do instead. That pro-
crastinatory pint tastes all the more 
delicious when you know you’ve got 
several pages of notes to make when 
you get home. Top Gear really is only 
interesting when you’re that desper-
ate for something to do. We’ve prob-
ably all seen every episode of Come 
Dine With Me, but watching one 
you’ve already seen is bearable when 
the other option is an open exam.

My procrastibaking is now 
merely baking. It feels almost as if 
something is missing. And this leads 
me to ask the unthinkable question. 
Am I going into stress withdrawal? 
Having spent so long in frantic 
avoidance mode, I feel at something 
of a loss. Which doesn’t mean to say 
that I love exam period. 

But now exams are over, I no 
longer have a goal to work towards. 
Until it all starts again next year, of 
course.

And, don’t forget, now exams 
are over, all we can do is wait. Wait 
until the carnage of results day. Let’s 
be honest, it’s never that fun, even if 
you do well. Either you’ve not done 
as well as you’d hoped, or you’ve 
done well but your course mates are 
all blubbing into your shoulder. 

So. Life after exams eh? Is it re-
ally that different? You’re a bit less 
stressed than you were, but now you 
get to stress about how you’re going 
to fill up the interminable summer 
break. The stuff you did when you 
procrastinated goes back to being 
boring. But perhaps I’m not taking 
the time to appreciate the glory of 
having nothing to do. Perhaps I’m 
unduly miserable at the prospect of 
an empty summer. 

The Grade Gold Rush

Do you believe 
in life after 
exams?

Mary
O’Connor

“ !”     

       Maintain a 
standardised grade 
requirement in line 
with our calibre of 
university 
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Let’s face it, the Vice-Chancellor of a university is entitled to a decent sal-
ary. We’re not taking a revolutionary line, or asking for a free lunch. We 
leave that to Mr Cantor. The problem here lies in the culture that expenses-
with-impunity creates among the senior members of any establishment. If 
you can splash out £19k on art exclusively for Hes Hall, help yourself to 
a chauffeur-driven Mercedes rather than a mere train ticket, and rack up 
more than £1.2m on air travel, you start to feel you are entitled to more 
than your salary. An ‘expense’ should be a necessary cost, incurred because 
you’re doing your job. When it is treated as a perk, a bonus, something has 
gone very wrong. On top of a ‘basic’ pay of more than £200k, the Univer-
sity’s expenses system allows our vice chancellor to tease out another £11k 
for utilities and upkeep on his house. A man of his position is owed a rea-
sonable remuneration, but when he seeks to stretch that salary with perks 
and extras, a fair, cost-covering system becomes an incentive for greed. Of 
course the other deeply concerning element in this story is that more than 
£1m is being spent on “other” expenses. What is this mysterious “other”? 
The University has sidestepped the question, and students should want to 
know why. Until we have clarity on the issue, expenses will continue to be a 
contentious addition to York’s corporate culture.

The Bank of England has re-
cently announced that it’s 
time for a change of faces on 

our fivers. Five pound notes cur-
rently bear the face of Elizabeth 
Fry, but are scheduled to change to 
Winston Churchill in 2016 – mean-
ing that (excluding the Queen) there 
will be no famous females on any of 
our English banknotes.

A petition has been started 
on change.org, arguing to ‘Keep a 
woman on English banknotes’, and 
has now received over 28,000 sig-
natures. The petition states that ‘an 
all-male line-up on our banknotes 
sends out the damaging message 
that no woman has done anything 
important enough to appear’, which 
in some ways sounds perfectly rea-
sonable to me. 

There are many women who 
have shaped Britain – so why not 
have their faces instead? What 
seems to be a significant reason be-
hind signing the petition however is 
the fact that women make up half of 
the population so half of the bank 
notes should have women on them. 

Proportional representation 
isn’t a sensible argument in this 
case. Six per cent of Britons are gin-
ger, so should six per cent of English 
bank notes feature the likes of our 
most famous red heads? Ed Sheer-
an, I’m looking at you.

This might sound silly, but then 
again as is the argument for repre-
sentation of women on banknotes. 
Further to this, we do in fact have 
a woman on every single bank note. 
Turn the paper over and you’ll find 
the Queen winking back at you, like 
she’s gotten away with something.

And why petition to simply 
‘Keep a woman on English bank-
notes’ when we currently don’t have 
a nonwhite, LGBTQ figure that 
wasn’t born into a life of substantial 
opportunity on our notes?

It’s also worth noting that the 
current faces on notes are all people 
that have created genuine achieve-
ments which have changed Britain 
and helped create it for what it is 
today – let’s not stick an amaz-
ing woman on a note just because 
they’re a woman; it does a disservice 

to their contributions.
Personally, I’m not sure I really 

care who’s face is on my fiver. It’s not 
really something I think about as I 
hand over my money in exchange 
for five fine shots of Sambuca in my 
favourite place in York. Perhaps that 
makes me a bad person, perhaps 
even a bad history student. 

The point is, I’m aware that 
women can achieve great things - 
we can be strong, clever, and brave. 
We can be whatever we want to be, 
and the ink on a piece of paper in-
side my purse really won’t make me, 
as a woman, more or less motivated 
in my life to contribute to society.  

But even if I did care about 
the face that’s on a banknote, I’d be 
absolutely fine with Elizabeth Fry 
stepping aside for Winston Church-
ill, of all people to step down from 
the banknote for.

She was a philanthropist and 
reformer who made a number of 
improvements in prisons, but she’s 
been on five pound notes since 
2001. Maybe it’s time to step aside 
for a more famous face. There’s no 
denying that there is a certain aura 
surrounding Churchill; from his fa-
mous speeches to the idea that he 
seems to embody ‘Britishness’ in all 
its tradition and glory. 

Let’s not get bogged down with 
what gender a banknote figure is. 
What we should remember and be 
proud of is the fact that there are 
so many amazing figures to choose 
from. The innovation and signifi-
cance of reforms, ideas and inven-
tions– rather than the person be-
hind them – is surely what counts 
the most. 

Comment
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Respect for Mandela

York’s corporate culture 

As the state of Nelson Man-
dela’s, former South-African 
president, health continues 

to deteriorate, concern about his 
welfare intensifies.  The information 
filtered out to the waiting crowds 
of journalists outside his hotel has 
been limited, and this has to be 
taken with at least a small pinch of 
salt.  The issues presented are very 
sensitive, with a fine line between 
the crowds clamouring for informa-
tion, showing genuine interest, or a 
complete lack of respect.

Respect surely must be first and 
foremost the central issue in this 
debate. Ignoring the deep-rooted, 
intrinsic connection Mandela has 
to one of the most important peri-
ods in his country’s history, he is, at 
ninety-four years, an old man strug-
gling for his life.  His struggle for his 
country is completely independent 
of his health.  Being not a serving of-
ficial, the two are entirely independ-
ent. Surely then his welfare should 
exist in the realm of his family and 
friends. Any information they do re-
lease should not be criticised for it’s 
brevity, but instead graciously ac-
cepted as something that there was 
no obligation to give.

This is particularly true in the 
case of Mandela, who chose to retire 
from public life in 2004 in order to 
take the time for “quiet reflection”.  
Since then, his pubic appearances 
have been few and far between.  
Growing old in private dignity 
seems to be of central importance 
to Mandela, especially concerning 
any medical information, which is 
an innately personal matter. His 
current inability to articulate this 
wish should not stop it from being 
adhered to. If anything, this man’s 
privacy should be respected now 
more than ever.

Moreover, with the level of in-
terest in his situation, allowing any 
leeway in media access would open 
the floodgates. Since his health 
started to become a concern a cou-
ple of years ago, the tendency of his 
office to stay quiet has frustrated 
journalists, who want to keep their 
audience informed. There is no way 
of distinguishing between those 
with integrity who would report the 
situation as it was and those who 
wouldn’t. A lack of information does 
not have the purpose of tricking re-
porters - this is simply a side effect 
of blocking those who would have 

no moral boundaries.  
Additionally, it is not just jour-

nalists who may react problemati-
cally.  Public response to the recent 
death of Margaret Thatcher, with a 
high profile campaign to get “Ding 
Dong, The Witch Is Dead!” to num-
ber one is indicative of how loud and 
upsetting public opinion can be.  Al-
though Mandela’s character is much 
less contentious than Thatcher’s, it 
nevertheless does not seem wise to 
give the wider population access to 
information when they have dif-
ficulty distinguishing between pri-
vate person and public reputation.  

Mandela stated upon retiring 
from the public “don’t call me, I’ll 
call you”. Perhaps the greatest way to 
show respect to their hero is to allow 
his family to make the calls, and not 
receive them.  If he dies, it would be 
right to allow the people he fought 
for the chance to mourn.  However 
allowing greater access and releas-
ing every medical detail would be 
pointless when it would not change 
his situation.  It would only serve 
to make his family uncomfortable, 
whose interests have to rightfully 
take precedence over public inter-
est, unfair as this may seem.  

Runner-up in Guardian Student Publication of the Year 2012
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Goodbye leaving graduates and staff
What will we miss from the University’s third years? Our student-run 
nights, Bangers and Mash, Milli Vanilli, Gin and Juice, and more will suf-
fer from their absence, the latter of which came back for one night of 90s 
nostalgia in week 8. On a more serious note the sports clubs have continued 
to go from strength to strength with a Top 40 assault, and a return from 
last year’s Roses defeat to entertain the gripped crowds and, of course, to 
take an enthralling victory. Three years on, campus arts have hit new highs 
with the Barn producing high quality shows for many of the thirty-odd it’s 
put on this year. The Norman Rea, have produced recurrent quality in their 
exhibits. Musical theatre has grown with a number of societies now produc-
ing shows with bigger casts, sharper choreography and ever-more stunning 
sets – those involved with CHMS, the Gilbert and Sullivan Society, PantSoc 
and Fusion can be proud. Media has also continued to be an area where the 
University has punched above its weight, and the hard work of its exiting 
editors should be commended. We must give a hand to Brian Cantor, he has 
provided many an amusing cartoon for our artists. On a more serious note, 
Neil Lunt (James Provost) once told us that it was Brian’s social skills that 
let him down. Perhaps bearing this in mind might allow students to take 
his achievements in perspective, and consider how far this university has 
come in 11 years. Finally, a nod must go to @YUSUBastard who will sadly 
be leaving us to bastardise at Lambeth College/Durham. We forget which.

In the last print edition of Nouse the University figure on the front page 
was quoted as £14,000. We apologise and this has been amended to read 
£400,000 online

Reasonable Rent 
York rental prices are relatively reasonable. Still, it does feel as though stu-
dents are being asked to fork out more money this year. Student rents on 
average have increased across the UK. Durham holding the highest rent 
per week for University cities in the North of England at £80.21, whilst 
St. Andrews is recorded as the most expensive Scottish University city with 
average student rental rates of £84.68. Student rents in Hull and Lancas-
ter were also recorded as having increased by 25 per cent and 24 per cent 
respectively. This reflects the rise in the cost of living within the UK as a 
whole, reported by the ONS (Office for National Statistics) to be four times 
faster than average earnings since the financial crash in 2008.  A key factor 
in determining student rents is the desirability of attending a University. 
As the number of applicants to York continues to increase, pressure has 
obviously been put on the accommodation available to us and, hence, the 
charging of higher rents. 



Regular alcohol consump-
tion and binge drinking has 
become ingrained into UK 

culture, and the increase of alco-
hol advertising has given charities 
cause for concern. Alcohol Concern, 
the charity who work towards com-
bating alcohol issues, are urging the 
Youth Alcohol Advertising Council 
(YAAC) to be more ruthless when 
protecting children and young peo-
ple from the increasing exposure to 
alcohol consumption.

When it comes to pointing the 
finger at the cause of problems in 
our society, however, people are too 
quick to blame the media. Of course 
it’s undeniable that people become 
somewhat influenced by the pro-
grammes they watch, the news re-
ports they listen to, and the adver-
tisements they unwillingly endure, 
but when it comes to the underlying 
problems (the cause for the ideolo-
gies we accept), the media is a mere 
reflection of that and, a lot of the 
time, it taps into beliefs and ideas 
which are already at work.

It’s therefore not enough to say 
that the cause for the increase of 
binge drinking in the UK is down 
to alcohol advertisements and in 
some ways it’s naive to assume that 

by restricting exposure to advertis-
ing, the problem will quickly dif-
fuse. It’s true that alcohol adverts 
present their product in a glamor-
ous and appealing manner, but it 
only really makes people familiar 
with their product and brand name. 
Take perfume adverts as an exam-
ple: consumers know that the scent 
won’t actually ensure that men or 
women will fall at their feet and be 
overwhelmed by lust and although 
the advert taps into their desires to 
be wanted and admired, it only re-
ally makes that product stand out 
from the rest. The advert doesn’t, 
however, give them the desire to be 
wanted and lusted.

Bearing that in mind, it would 
seem that charities should take ad-
vertising into account but instead 
focus on the actual reasons behind 
binge drinking and why people do it 
in the first place. There are adverts 
for alcohol all over the world, but 
binge drinking doesn’t affect each 
nation the same. 

There are countries where al-
cohol is consumed in moderation 
purely because they have more of 
a casual drinking culture and atti-
tude, which seems very different to 
the Brits’. The recurring attitude in 
the UK seems to be that alcohol is 
the solution to people’s problems; 
instead of dealing with issues in a 
healthy way, people become paralyt-
ic in order to escape their situation.    

Of course not everyone will 
have the same escapist attitude, but 
fresher’s week definitely opens up a 
whole host of ideas which infiltrate 
people’s better judgement. Fresher’s 
week is supposed to be one of the 
best weeks of your life, but many 

people don’t actually enjoy it be-
cause the whole concept of univer-
sity and change is too much to ad-
just to. When alcohol is thrown into 

the mix, people conform in order 
to make the week more bearable, 
where as others can get caught up 
in it all.

Everyone will have a different 
experience of fresher’s week, and 
of university in general, but it’s fair 
to say that people too often use al-
cohol as their therapist; when they 
feel that the stress and pressures of 
life are too much to handle. Sup-

pressing alcohol advertisements 
won’t change that. The mindset is 
already inbuilt and it’s echoed in 
the behaviour of the people around 
you, especially at university. It could 
be argued that films and TV pro-
grammes have a greater influence 
than adverts in that sense, because 
you forever see protagonists drown-
ing their sorrows in bars. 

Still, it’s doubtful as to whether 
banning all forms of media would 
change that either. People’s at-
titudes need to change towards 
alcohol in order for binge drink-
ing to stabilise into a more casual 
social drinking attitude. People in 
the UK and across the world need 
to address their personal issues in 
a healthy way, instead of escaping 
them and becoming numb through 
the excessive consumption of alco-
hol and charities should fuel more 
of their attention towards enabling 
that rather than restricting and 
banning adverts.

Are we advertising binge drinking?
Comment
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Scandal and outrage abound: an 
exclusive in the Times Higher 
Education (THE) Supplement 

had recently exposed the Russell 
group as a money-spinning lobby-
ists’ circle-jerk after a secretly filmed 
senior representative said York was 
allowed a seat at the table not as a 
“jewel in the crown” of British Uni-
versities, but merely for “moolah in 
the bank”.

Or rather, it would have done, 
had the story not been a complete 
fabrication, as is every article in The 
Poppletonian, THE’s newsfeed of a 
fictitious university.

In my naïve journalistic fervour, 
I shared this as gospel on Facebook, 
and elicited responses from similar-
ly duped students. Naturally, when 
I discovered The Poppletonian was 
as sincere as a politician’s promise, I 
felt rather silly.

But there is some truth to be 
salvaged from the now painfully 
obvious lies, and that is in the your 
reactions - students of a prestigious 
Russell Group university.

You see, nobody cared. At all. 
York’s prestige, its national stand-
ing, its governmental influence: all 
were completely undermined by this 
“sting”. But the student response 
was, perhaps understandably, a re-
sounding “meh”.

What does this say about us? 
That we’re a bunch of apolitical, bo-
vinely docile apathetics? Perhaps.

I have a more heartening ex-
planation though. Maybe we don’t 
care because at the end of the day 
whether York is in, out, or shak-
ing it all about in the Russell group 
makes very little difference to us as 
students.

What really matters for one’s 
uni experience, graduate prospects, 
and academic progression? Picking 
the right modules, having good lec-
turers (which is not the same thing 
as good academics), and getting in-
volved in the hive of student activity 
on campus.

Graduate employers are look-
ing past the superficial prestige of 
the Russell group and focusing on 
who you are, what you’ve made of 
your time at York. They want to find 
out why you’re the one for the job. 
If you’ve thrown yourself into a soci-
ety/sports team/charity venture and 
taken part in interesting and worth-
while activities that give you impor-
tant life skills, it makes all the differ-
ence. Being a “jewel in the crown” 
does not.

And the fact that nobody I asked 
in earnest tore their hair asunder 
and beat their chest in anguish leads 
me to think we have our priorities 
right. We know what is important to 
us - not senior management – about 
York. And we’re the ones in control 
of what that ‘jewel’ is worth.

My advice to any of you that 
would have been concerned by The 
Poppletonian’s fantasy romp: con-
centrate on enjoying yourself at 
York. Make the most of it, because 
before you know it you’ll have grad-
uated and then you’ll have no teeth 
and a full colostomy bag and then 
you’ll be dead.

Josh
Boswell

Africa: Made in China
Andrew 
Knowles

It’s fair to say – and hopefully 
not too condescending – that 
as a continent, Africa has had a 

rather tough time, especially con-
sidering the  nefarious trans-At-
lantic slave trade enacted by Euro-
pean slave traders from the 16th to 
the 19th century, and the compre-
hensive colonisation of almost all 
of Africa. After the independence 
struggles in the 20th century the 
previous tenants didn’t leave their 
countries in an ordered state. Post-
colonial Africa has been character-
ised by instability with civil wars, 
countless military coups (some-
times enacted by Western powers), 
endemic corruption, economic 
stagnation, and genocide. 

Post-colonial Africa has been 
less autonomous than the name 
suggests. The west has been highly 
involved, particularly economically. 
Under the neoliberal banner of the 
‘Washington Consensus’, the largely 
American institutions of the IMF, 
and the World Bank have cata-
strophically implemented ‘Struc-
tural Adjustment Programmes’ 
(SAP) on numerous occasions. The 
conditions of the SAPs have to be 
followed in order for the developing 

countries to receive further loans. 
The policies implemented are free 
market measures on many differ-
ent African countries. The endemic 
poverty and wealth inequality in Af-
rica is testament to SAPs’ failure.

The Africa of today is a very 
different one to its largely unstable 
state of previous years. But there is 
still a lot of progress that needs to be 
made. Out of the bottom 44 coun-
tries in the UN’s Human Develop-
ment Index ranking of 2012, 36 are 
African. And in the bottom 25 Af-
ghanistan is the only exception. In 
2005, 80.5 per cent of Sub-Saharan 
Africa was living on less than $2.50 
a day measured at Purchasing Pow-
er Parity. There is a clear need for 
development.

Africa is a land extremely rich 
in resources; ideally it should en-
deavour to develop a largely ‘home-
grown’ economy, where the princi-
ple agents are African and they can 
reap the benefits of the resources 
that are rightfully theirs. Unfortu-
nately this won’t be the case as the 
unstoppable process of globalisa-
tion moves across the continent; a 
lot of the rewards from economic 
development will go abroad. Africa 

is sometimes called the last frontier 
of globalisation, but although it is 
already happening, it is nowhere 
near finished; there are still count-
less countries and corporations  
fixed on the plentiful raw resources 
who have yet to act. 

Though globalisation does in-
volve a large surrender of power to 
foreign economic actors, decisions 
can be made as to which actors are 
rewarded. Africa should look away 
from the West, and look east, where 
the pendulum of geopolitical power 
is steadily swinging to- particularly 
in the direction of China.

To a large extent, it already has; 
bilateral trade between the con-
tinent and China increased from 
$9bn in 2000 to over $160bn in 
2011. Over one million Chinese na-
tionals are estimated to be working 

in Africa. Essentially, China gets 
access to raw resources such as oil, 
cotton and timber in exchange for 
large structural projects and soft 
loans. So far these exchanges have 
worked very well, developing coun-
tries such as Angola, Sudan and 
Nigeria enjoy huge improvements 
in infrastructure. China, in return, 
gets a proportion of the resources 
necessary to maintaining its un-
precedented levels of growth. 

This arrangement is far more 
successful and mutually beneficial 
than anything the West has offered. 
The loans given out before ended 
up with the disastrous SAPs .

As well as the SAPs, huge 
amounts of aid has flowed into the 
continent, but has been largely in-
effective; almost all of it has been 
short-term aid and has even helped 
created a culture of dependence in 
some countries. In contrast, China 
has offered and implemented tan-
gible changes across the continent 
that will benefit the receiving coun-
tries in the short and long run. Chi-
na’s agenda is hardly benevolent, 
but then neither is the West’s, Af-
rica must look to the Asian giant, a 
lesser of two globalising evils. 

LIZZY ROBERTS

Nicole
Sørlie
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A photographer’s mission 
to photograph gypsies’ 
humanity

The Home Office sends 
kidney patient back to 
die in Nigeria 
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Meet the woman behind the hand-knitted

graffiti movement, coming to a lamp post near you
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M16.  Rory Foster catches up with beat-
maker James ‘Handbook’ Brown.

Music.

M8.  MUSE takes a look back through a year 
of Campus Arts and Culture. 

Arts.

M9. Boohoo.com head stylist, Kate Holroyd, tells 
India Block about fast fashion and this sum-
mer’s hottest accessories.

Cover and above right: courtesy of Magda Sayeg
M2 and M3: courtesy of Esme Madil (far left), 
Mary Humphreys (middle) and Andrew Hayes 
Watkins (M3).

Image Credits.

M20.  Master chocolatier Andrew Thwaites 
tells Helena Parker all about the gooey rich-
ness of York’s Chocolate Story. 

Food & Drink.

M19.  Alfie Packham talks to Nick Murphy 
about working with Paul Bettany and his 
words of wisdom for aspiring film-makers.

M18.  Medical care is expensive in Nigeria, 
Roseline Akhalu tells Laura Hughes why 
deportation will put her life at risk.

M4. Yarn bombing has progressed far from 
its traditional roots as a rebellious Art form, 
explains Magda Sayeg.

We have spent three years in a costly bubble,
Mingled with slim singles (of gin)

While coupled with vodka doubles.
Now for some, our eyes can’t be prized off summer’s rise,

It’s time to summarise my plot of troubles.

I have been bitten by traveller’s horses,
I have ridden Reflex bulls,

I have ducked fights from duck fights,
And regretted reflex pulls.

I have found salvation, and seen it disappear,
Sipped malibu and absolute elixirs, no mixers.

Just to keep my spirits clear. (I’m so edgy)

Do you know deep house? I’m asked in clubs,
The answer I deliver

Is always yeah, but that’s a lie, that’s why they call it fibbers

What you have heard here, is the farewell of a third year
Whose welfare has fared well from the days,

I was glazed from the first beer.

I have lived in a bubble, one about to burst,
But made the most of most my seconds...

So i’m unsure about a first.

Muzzy’s
Musings...

18.06.2013

M15.  The Strypes have the youth and the 
retro repertoire. Amy Blumsom finds out 
more about the secrets to their success.

M21.  Sunaina Suri reveals the secret to the 
most delicious summer cocktail concoctions. 

Bubbles

M14. Stigma surrounding the travelling com-
munity is widespread. Mary Humphreys tells 
Mary O’Connor why she photographs them. 

M6.  Macunian writer Nicholas Royle reveals 
the secrets of story-telling and the Surreal. 
Sam Hickford writes. 

CARTOON BY BRANDON SEAGER



Smoking on the day I fin-
ished, I got shat on. And I mean 
that literally, not figuratively.

I was the unwilling recipient 
of a present from one of York’s 
grubbier feathered inhabitants, 
(probably a pigeon: those bas-
tards have always had it in for 
me) who kindly deposited a gi-
ant, gooey, green(-ish) missive. 
Wonderful creature.

Sitting there, my arm cov-
ered in shit, shellshocked from 
the combination of falling faecal-
matter and the conclusion of my 
exams, I couldn’t help wonder if 
this was the perfect culmination 
of three years study at York.

University is touted (usually 
by aged relatives who’ve never 
been to university, or family 
friends who ingested so many il-
legal substances whilst there they 
don’t actually remember it) as 
“the best time of your life.” This 
has always struck me as a hope-
fully disingenuous statement, 
after all, if the best times of our 
lives consist of consuming litres 
of cut-price Aldi spirits; vom-
itting and shagging your way 
through an extended friendship 
group; or justifying plagiarism 
by saying “It’s only second-year”; 
surely the only way is up.

But coming to the end of 
your degree does engender a spir-
it of reminiscence, a sort of fond 
affection for the mould building 
in your kitchen, and a bizarre at-
tachment towards your disserta-
tion notebooks. Fortunately, I’m 
able to inform you, any attach-
ment to your work is quickly dis-
sipated by a firm underarm lob 
into the nearest body of water. 
The mould and tendency to remi-
nisce are slightly harder ones to 
blot out.

After all, it is only at univer-
sity that you get to dress up as 
Golden Age Batman and Robin, 
charge round a club full of ‘nor-
mally dressed’ people, and pre-
tend they were the ones with 
the wrong dress-code. Only with 
university friends will you have 
memories based almost exclu-
sively around club-lit embraces 
and shared cigarettes in the 
chilly Yorkshire wind. 
Only at York are there 
more media societies 
than colleges for you to 
complain about, more 
vociferous feminists than 
vacuous footballers, a stu-
dent population with a 
profound peccadillo for 
all fowl-related mat-
ters, and a union headed 
by the angriest ‘mate’ out-
side Liverpool (excluding John 
Prescott).

Going to university is a bit 
like the first time you have sex. 
It’s a messy, on occasion unbe-
lievably awkward, process that 
many go through, and which 
you’ll only do once in your life. 
There’s no right way to go about 
it - aside from perhaps a desire to 
avoid an unintended pregnancy - 
and as Miley Cyrus sings, it isn’t 

about what’s waiting for us on the 
other side (for us unemployment, 
and for her some serious rehab 
time) but it’s all about the climb.

First times among my 
friends range from in a tent (un-
comfortable, and had to queue 
for a shower afterwards) to a 
somewhat hazardous Russian af-
fair (smashed glasses and vodka 
were unsurprisingly involved), to 
snatched in the back of a sum-
mer barbecue (hotdogs were not 
originally on the menu). Despite 
the various awkward, disastrous 
outcomes to each of the above 
mentioned events (I should prob-
ably add the barbecue one was a 
family event) they all make for 
the funniest stories.

(On this note, I’ve been 
strongly advised by my lawyer 
to my credit my housemates. A 
couple are now threatening legal 
action for defamation of charac-
ter over the past few months, so 
as a measure of reconciliation 
and trust, I’ve been counselled to 
dedicate the following column to 
them. The ungrateful bastards.)

In twenty years we won’t - I 
really hope - remember the es-
says we flopped, nor the times we 
failed to make it out, but we will 
remember the times (well, ish) 
when thanks to a night’s heavy 
drinking with friends someone 
was sick in the bin during a semi-
nar (I wish I could say I made 
that up). Or when your house-
mates fill your room with bal-
loons for your birthday, or when 
they “acquire” a leather armchair 
on the way home.

Like the bird that crapped on 
me whilst I enjoyed a celebratory 
smoke, take careful aim with your 
university experience. Because, 
like shit falling from the sky and 
the first time you have sex, it 
only happens to you once, and 
although you might feel like the 
most miserable sod in the world 
for much of the time, 
it is - honest - one 
hell of a l u c k y 
e x p e r i - ence.

The Lonely Smoker

Rose Troup Buchanan
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Interview by Fiona Parker

When are you most happy?

I love the evenings I spend with my hus-
band Leo, who is bedridden with Parkin-
sons. I have a terrible weakness for Holby 
City, I adore it.

If your life could be summed up in a song 
lyric, what would it be?

In South Pacific there was a song called ‘A 
Cockeyed Optimist’ and I think that sums 
me up really.

What would you change about the world?

There is a wonderful quote by Jean Anouilh 
which says, ‘How can I ever be happy when 
there is a single stray dog in the world.’ I 
would like all children in care and all ani-
mals to be adopted into loving homes. 

What is the closest you’ve come to death?

I was in the Paddington rail crash some 
years ago, our carriage turned over and I 
looked up and realised I was still alive. A 

kind man said, “Let’s get you out of here,” 
and he pushed me up through the window. 
I joked about wishing I had gone on a diet 
that week because I was probably too heavy 
for him!

What is the worst thing about university 
students?

A man working at GCHQ says that gradu-
ates roll up with clip boards and think they 
know everything and they truly don’t,  but 
I am sure these are exceptions rather than 
the rule.

What is your greatest fear?

I am terrified of snakes, having a stroke or 
becoming even dottier than I am now.

What do most people not know about 
you?

I don’t think many people know how ap-
pallingly,  selfishly, olympical-level untidy I 
am. Also my grandfather was at school at St 
Peter’s, York.

What advice would you give graduates?

Work as hard as you possibly can and also 
always say ‘thank you’ if you go for a job 
interview.  Thank the person interviewing 
you and if you don’t get the job, write a let-
ter afterwards.

“I am terrified of be-

coming even dottier 

than I am now.”
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Magda Sayeg talks to Fiona Parker about rebellion, feminism 
and wrapping the world up in wool

The 11th June was a day to celebrate, by covering steel 
with something crafted by the human hands. It is a day 
to stick your finger up at those who believe that street art 

can only be contained within the cylindrical prison of a spray 
can. It is a day to recognise a craft form which is and always 
will be closely associated with women and to embrace that and 
celebrate it, rather than to begin reciting some lengthy, tedious 
and ultimately redundant speech about “gender boxes”.

June 11 was International Yarn Bombing Day and 39-year-
old mother-of-three Magda Sayeg, who founded the move-
ment in 2005 is not likely to let you forget it. “I should be able 
to pick up my needles and feel just as bad ass as somebody that 
picks up a spray can.”

Magda has turned an act of simultaneous rebellion and 
kindness into a career and an artistic movement. The Hou-
ston-born Boston-based artist travels the world wrapping up 
anything from light poles and stop signs to cars and buses. 
Now in the movement’s ninth year, when she now works for 
the corporate powers of Absolute Vodka, Toyota and Mini 
Cooper as she is treks through her hometown with a suitcase 
full of pre-knitted cosies and bombing spontaneously without 
asking for money or praise.

The activities of Knitta, her yarn bombing enterprise have 
inspired 15,000 across the world to start wrapping up their 
cities in wool. I wanted to know just how all of this began and 
how it escalated from a personal hobby into an international 
street art movement. I was somewhat surprised to hear that 
Magda had not been one of those little girls who you would 
have thought had been knitting beanies in the womb.

“It actually wasn’t that much of a big thing for me when I 
started this, I didn’t have a passion for knitting at all. I found 
it to be time consuming and I didn’t really like anyone enough 
to make anything for them. I was kind of  bitter, I made a scarf 
for a boyfriend and then he turned into my ex-boyfriend before 
I finished it, so I wasn’t really into knitting “per se”. I loved 
craft and I loved making things with my hands. I wouldn’t say 
I was a brilliant knitter at the beginning, but what intrigued 
me about knitted products was the handmade quality of them.”

Magda was a brand new thirty-something when she had 
an epiphany which would manifest itself on the door handle of 
her then struggling business. “I had a clothing shop and it was 
something I was really proud of at the time. I didn’t sell any big 
names, just stuff that was under the radar. But honestly, with 
the economy here in America, it got to a point where the days 
became very quiet and I think that’s why the birth of Knitta 
happened there and then. I really was just staring out the win-
dow because nobody came into my shop and that’s when I put 
some knitting on the door. I often wonder what would have 
happened if I had been busy that day? Would this idea have 
just gone away?”

Magda had done nothing more than cover the doorknob 
on the entrance to her shop in a woollen cosy. But why exactly 
had she done it? “It was something that had such a human 
quality about it. The door handle was made out of cold steel 
and I felt like that was the juxtaposition that I wanted. I want-
ed something that made me feel warm inside by looking at it. 
I didn’t have any idea of the implications of what I was doing.”

The reaction she received from her first piece of work 
would prompt her to give up her shop and former life in or-
der to embrace her role as a knitting maverick. People began 
to come into the shop and comment on it and Magda started 
to observe pedestrians stopping in the street to take in some-
thing, the likes of which they had never seen before.

“Well I saw the reaction to my alpha piece and it really in-
trigued me so I thought well, if this is how people are reacting 
to just me putting it on the steel in my own world, what would 
happen if I put it out in the public world? I did a stop sign 
pole on that very same day. That’s when I saw an even stronger 
reaction, I saw people get out of their cars and scratch their 
heads and photograph it. It was really seductive to see how 
people reacted and then I was like “Oh my God”, I need to do 
every stop sign pole in this neighbourhood! So I got a group of 
girls together and it felt like we just went round all the streets 
in Texas.”

Magda tells me that in these early days most of her yarn 
bombing was conducted in the hours of darkness. Yarn bomb-

Granny Graffiti
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ing is a form of street art and street art cannot get up in the 
morning without a strong shot of rebellion. Anybody who 
spray paints public property is on paper, committing an illegal 
act. I wanted to know where the laws in the States stood on 
yarn bombing and whether resistance was at the forefront of 
Magda’s mind as she ran round Houston with her girlfriends 
wrapping up the city in her multi-coloured masterpieces.

For Magda if there is resistance it is against the cold 
aesthetics of our metropolitan landscapes. And please don’t 
mistake her as a girl who would run from the cops. “Rebel-
lion shows itself in all sorts of art forms – music obviously, 
and reading and writing – but I think that visually people are 
confronted with that which is unexpected, so that’s why you 
see rebellion in it. Graffiti and street art in its very essence is 
rebellion because you’re doing it without permission. A lot of 
people are just looking for alternatives to the spray can and I 
feel like as a woman I should feel more naturally inclined to 
needles, I should be able to make my own mark on the street. 
The kinds of things that I wrap are just the perfect represen-
tations of an over-developed urban environment, where there 
are fewer trees and more parking lots, fewer parks and more 
stop signs and light poles and things like that, wool couldn’t be 
more of a contradiction to all of these things.”

“Yes, if there was a very bored cop they could totally arrest 
me. Obviously I’ve done this for ten years so I’ve progressed. 
With commissioning, I do less and less that’s actually consid-
ered illegal. Cities hire me to do this now! But yes, every once 
in a while I’ll do something because I still feel like that’s my 
roots and I love giving a respectful nod to them every once in a 
while.” I can only assume from this point that the ventures into 
the night have not come to a complete standstill.

However strong this act of resistance may be, ultimately, 
Magda believes that yarn bombing offers kindness to the world 
as oppose to aggression. “It’s weird, because I don’t want peo-
ple to think I’m one of these free-loving hippies and I just want 
good and love everywhere – that’s not me at all. These are the 
random acts of kindness we yearn for, we desire to give them 
and we desire to receive them.”

In the months following Magda’s stop sign tagging spree, 
yarn bombing began to grow at an unprecedented pace. It 
wasn’t long before Sayeg became a figurehead for an interna-
tionally-recognised movement. “I think that we live in a world 
in which things go viral so quickly at an almost faster pace 
than you can ever feel completely comfortable with. Within six 
months the world started talking about it and we had media 
requests from all over the world. Within a year we had invita-
tions to go to Paris. I can’t tell you exactly why people reacted 
so strongly but they did and I feel so lucky to be that person 

who was in the position to found it.”
The feminine and maternal feelings associated with wool-

len products ought to be embraced, according to Magda, for 
then yarn bombing can offer liberation for women as well as 
sentimental feeling for those who have women in their lives 
whom they love.

“Of course it’s a craft that’s associated with women, and 
I should be proud of the fact that yes, this is a craft that is as-
sociated with me, with my women, with our women, with our 
mothers, with our aunts. Now there’s a bunch of grannies out 
on the streets doing this, I think that’s awesome. Let’s raise the 
bar and show our muscles. I am a feminist and I think every-
body should be a feminist – that shouldn’t be a bad word right 
now. I am very proud of the other women in my life and if there 
is something I can do that sheds a new light on a craft that 
has sort of been so intrinsically connected with women but has 
also had other attributes that make it seem decrepit, then I’m 
the person who will say, “No, this stuff is powerful, look what 
I’ve done with it.” That’s bad ass.”

Lest yarn bombing should be limited to merely a feminist 
movement, Magda stresses the connotations of intimate care 
and affection that are bound up in the craft of knitting and 
are relevant and personal to each and every individual. “It so 
strongly represents love to me. You can make a cabinet or you 
can make a chair or something – maybe you’re making it for 
a client, but for me knitting is done because someone wants 
to make something for somebody else who they love and care 
about.”

Today, as the world recognises its third International Yarn 
Bombing Day. Magda reflects on how the movement has de-
veloped and how her life has adapted to its progression. The 
clients, pieces and artist have all “grown up” according to the 
woman who bore this art form, act and attitude.

“Knitta has grown with me, I started this as an early 30 
year old, now, I’m almost 40. I don’t think I’m as intrigued in 
wrapping stop sign poles as I was when I was 30. That doesn’t 
mean I’m not still the person who gets on my brother’s shoul-
ders to wrap up the giant “Welcome to Manhattan” sign in New 
York. I need to be constantly engaged, at some point you need 
to keep yourself interested and so those stop sign poles that 
I was passionate about have now turned into wrapped yoga 
balls. I still dream of knitting up an aeroplane one day.”

Watch out American Airlines... M

“No, this stuff is 
powerful, look 
what I’ve done 
with it. That’s 

bad ass.”

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF MAGDA SAYEG
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You want to be a ‘writer’. You don’t really 
know how to go about it. You’ve had to 
tell your dad you’re not going to do his 

job so you better learn the method for actually 
becoming one fast.

The first method is to find a subject that’s 
commercially viable. People usually want to 
read about vampires so you could definitely 
write something about them. Jane Lovering 
has recently started writing about erotically-
charged vampires in the York area and she’s 
been selling a lot of books so obviously there’s 
money to be made here.

The second approach is to write what you 
want to write – the tales you believe you can 
tell as genuinely original entities. The writ-
ing you think will have a massive impact. The 
narratives you think will send people into a 
bewildered emotional frenzy.

Nicholas Royle, a short story writer, nov-
elist and creative writing professor at Man-
chester Metropolitan University, falls grace-
fully into the second category. Royle’s stories 
baffle and at the same time thrill, something 
vampire fiction only manages to a lesser ex-
tent. He’s been contributing to different mag-
azines for decades and writing what he can, 
when he can. He writes on arguably taboo 
topics that he really cares about, like mental 
illness and sexuality.

In one of his short stories, a hypochon-
driac walks through Manchester, fighting to 
erase a dotted line that he thinks is etched 
onto his neck. Another features a man who 
saves a goal for the first time, but ends up lit-
erally frozen in that moment.

I went to meet Royle in a giant, prison-
like building on the MMU campus. As I me-
ander into the marrow-melting midden of his 
office, I was acutely aware of my own impris-
onment.

I start by trying to find out how he wants 
the readers to react to his output. “A lot of 
people who read my stories think, ‘I enjoyed 
that but I don’t really know what’s going on.’ 
That’s fine, because for every five people who 
react like that, there’ll be one who will genu-
inely appreciate it.” Royle believes in saying 
little and letting the readers figure it out for 
themselves.

How hard was it to get started? “My dad 
was a no-nonsense Manchester man”, he 
tells me. “I showed him my early stories and 
my first couple of novels and I don’t think 
he was greatly impressed. I carried on, and 
I didn’t let that discourage me. People who 
want to write stuff that might be considered 
‘niche’ need to write it.”

This is a powerful message. Royle is a 
shining example of how the trend of trying 
to ‘second-guess’ the market should stop. 
How many authors have written something 
genuinely worthwhile just to fit into the 
market?

I’m interested, then, in how Royle man-
ages to get his stuff out, and how well-re-
ceived his stuff was at first. “I show stories 
to like-minded friends. I sent stories to edi-
tors and kept being rejected. You just have 
to carry on. I wrote eighteen stories before 
I sold my first one, but once you’ve sold one 
it’s easier.”

“It didn’t bother me if I kept getting 
knocked back. I believed in what I was do-
ing, and among my immediate friends I 
liked what they were doing and they liked 
what I was doing. That was enough encour-
agement.”

So Nick has a definitive set of contacts. 
He thinks about them rather than a mute, 
faceless market that we’re constantly told to 
think about. I press the issue and wonder 
how he came to have a circle of people who 
adored his occasionally kooky ideas and 
vice-versa.

“Some of it was bumping into people 
and becoming friends with them. I worked in 
the same office as a guy called Michael Mar-
shall-Smith and we were writing very similar 
short stories. I was published by this stage 
and he wasn’t. We showed each other our sto-
ries and I decided that his were brilliant and 
very publishable. I decided to set up my own 
press and create an anthology called Dark-
lands, based on a few more people I met.”

So Royle was very lucky. Smith’s story 
in the anthology is about a woman literally 
wrapping her mother up. He’s a writer who 
has a similar tone and 

style to Royle’s 
work, a similar 
emotional dis-
sonance. Yet 
Royle met him 
purely by acci-
dent: he hap-
pened to work 
in the same 
office as him a 
while ago.

R o y l e 
managed to 
run into like-
minded peo-
ple wherever 
he went, see-
ing that he’d 
p r o b a b l y 
be able to 
bring them 
together. He 
managed to 

create a ‘movement’ purely from incidental 
encounters.

I guess I try to pinpoint where he gets 
his ideas from without asking a silly, direct 
question. I see he has a David Lynch poster 
ominously hanging up, and adduce master-
fully that he is interested in surrealism. “I’m 
hugely influenced by surrealism. It’s my fa-
vourite movement in art, in painting, in film 
and literature, but particularly paintings. I’ve 
written two novels about the French surreal-
ist Paul Delvaux.  I wrote to him once and he 
sent me a postcard of one of his paintings, but 
I hung it directly in the sunlight and all the 
ink faded.”

Royle travels everywhere and walks end-
lessly to get his ideas. His stories take place in 
Paris, Birmingham, the South of France, Am-
sterdam… Royle’s wanderings are the heart 
and soul of his stories.

His stories seem like bizarre caricatures 
of very real experiences. He tells me more 
about ‘Kingyo No Fun’, his story set in Am-
sterdam. “It was based on a weekend I spent 
there in the company of Will Self and a bunch 
of artists and writers.”

“I take my research very seriously and 
if I’m going to write about somewhere, I go 
there. Normally, it’s the other way around.” 
Royle goes on holiday somewhere and a story 
just clicks.  “When I moved to London I be-
came known as a ‘London writer’.”

Royle has talked about his writing career 
and I ask him reluctantly about his academic 
career. Neither of us really want to talk about 

it. “I love teaching creative writing, but that’s 
quite distinct from the boring stuff. I love giv-
ing advice to good writers.”

Royle sometimes weaves the rigmaroles 
of academia into his work. “There’s a lot of 
the boring stuff in some of my work. I have a 
meeting to go to soon, and I know that I will 
sit there for two hours, contribute nothing 
and hear almost nothing that is relevant to the 
job. It kills me.”

So Royle uses his academic life to the best 
of his abilities. To form circles, to help aspiring 
writers, even every now and again as an impe-
tus for fiction, just like he uses other appar-
ently disconnected circumstances he’s been 
forced into in his life. Unemployed, working 
a boring job at Pizza Express, studying at uni-
versity: Royle does not neglect any of these 
experiences and tosses them all colourfully 
into his work. Royle constantly puts himself 
out there and doesn’t give up writing what he 
wants to write. He believes in experience.

If you don’t believe in stories about de-
praved city-dwellers, and you prefer stories 
about people having their blood drained in 
the cubicles of Kuda, that’s okay. But it is easy 
to appreciate the lesson that Royle imparts: 
get a literary idea and act on it in whatever 
way you can. After all, the future will decide 
what books really challenged and influenced 
people, not the Amazon bestsellers list.

Royle’s recent novel, First Novel (it’s not 
his first novel) was called ‘a finely honed work 
of sophisticated gaming’ by The Telegraph. 
Check it out. M

Surrealism and 
Story-telling

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NICHOLAS ROYLE

Mancunian surrealist writer, Nicholas Royle, 
talks inspiration, persistence and niche exploi-
tation with Sam Hickford.



Khaled Hosseini has set the bar high 
with his first two novels, The Kite Run-
ner (2003) and A Thousand Splendid 

Suns (2009); fortunately his latest release, 
And the Mountains Echoed, doesn’t disappoint 
and proves to be a more than worthy succes-
sor. The novel is once again set in Afghanistan, 
but feels original despite the same backdrop of 
war.

The story opens with a father telling his 
children a fable: one that ruthlessly foreshad-
ows the separation of brother and sister, Ab-
dulla and Pari, who share an unusually strong 
bond and adore one another immensely. As 
Pari is whisked away from the small country-
side village of Shadbagh to bustling Kabul, the 
lives of the siblings change forever. 

The initial rupture leads to a splintering 
circumstances that perpetuate throughout the 
story that spans 60 years. The story unfolds 
by telling of the subsequent ramifications that 
stem from the single line in the fable, “A finger 
had to be cut to save the hand.’”Just as things 
start to look up for Pari and she settles into a 
new life with the wealthy Wahdati family, she 
finds herself relocated to Paris where she will 
grow up with mysterious voids and unexplain-
able absences in her life. Hosseini is incredibly 
skilled in juggling between the third and first 
person narrative, interconnecting the multi-
faceted short stories, and in spanning three 
continents; he explores these stories with such 
precision, depth, and variety, whilst continu-
ally achieving a sense of unity and coherence.

Hosseini encompasses both the political 
and domestic worlds, as with his other nov-
els, but he also explores the deeply personal: 
the selfish and deceitful decisions made by 
one character and the consequent ripples this 
will have on the whole network of characters. 
Defying the established principles, Hosseini 
introduces a vast multitude of different rela-
tionships and stories that would ordinarily 
attract criticism, but none seem superfluous, 
none seem contrived. Instead, they all appear 
important in demonstrating the complexities 
of Afghan society. It is true that certain aspects 
are perhaps lingered upon, characters devel-
oped who could be dispensed with, perhaps 
Hosseini is a little too intent on incorporating 
his own experiences, but none of this proves 
jarring. The narrative digressions allow one 
to become absorbed in the book, to empathise 
anew for each of the characters and to create 

suspense throughout by forming an atmos-
phere in which we are on edge, not knowing 
where Hosseini will ultimately taking us.

The ending is a slight departure from 
what Hosseini fans might be used to, the ends 
come neatly together, but we are not indulged 
with the typical ‘happy ending.’ Nevertheless, 
the conclusion is aptly bittersweet, it is touch-
ing if not so much heart-warming or fulfilling. 

Ultimately it is a novel that explores un-
spoken feelings and regrets obliging any reader 
to linger upon their own missed opportunities, 
fractured relationships, and reassessing the di-
rection their life has taken; Hosseini certainly 
lives up to his name of ‘master storyteller’.
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Photography in disaster areas offers the 
most tangible case of the barbed ethics 
integral in that most precise of art form’s 

management and exhibition. 
The victors of this year’s Deutsche Börse 

Photography Prize, widely considered the 
most prestigious of its kind, offer a prime ex-
ample of the merits and dangers that shadow 
anyone wielding a camera in conflict areas.

Adam Broomberg and Oliver Chanarin 
pipped several others to the £30,000 prize 
with their 2011 book War Primer 2. Bromberg 
and Chanarin visually explore the vicious froth 
and muck of America’s “war on terror”.

Perhaps it seems ignorant to question 
anyone brave enough to put their lives on the 
same knife-edge as foot soldiers in situations 
as fraught with terror as Iraq and Syria. Inju-
ries and deaths of journalists and photo-jour-
nalists happen annually, the consequences of 
which are poignantly documented in photog-
rapher and three-limb amputee Giles Duley’s 
recent programme Walking Wounded, Return 
to the Frontline.

It is unquestionably essential to relay ac-
curate information to the public, and it is an 
incredibly noble incentive that drives one to 
document danger zones. Photography, the 
most faithfully mimetic means of documenta-
tion, seems the most appropriate for delicate 
situations’ truths. The methods and presence 
of those hungry for a story does however fun-
damentally influence the manner and activ-
ity of those fighting. War media is a business 
like any other, and business requires products 
in order to survive. These products are capi-
talised on by books such as War Primer 2, the 
cameras searching for the gold-mine of blood 
and gore that will fruit the highest readership 
back in merry England.

Subjects in War Primer 2 include Arabic 
women with guns, smiling children swaddled 
in bombs the size of life-jackets, and soldiers 
photographing corpses. These harrowing and 
real topics are sheathed in glossy paper and a 
platinum cover. They sold out copies, which 
now sit on glassy coffee tables amidst the 
comic books of the middle-classes, Vogue and 
Tatler. Guns and bombs are dismissed by the 
form they inhabit in the stylized War Primer 
2, the images of which were “compressed, up-
loaded, ripped, squeezed, reformatted, re-ed-
ited” to conform to Broomberg and Chanarin’s 
artistic visions.

The photographer’s rectangle domesti-
cates this experience, demarcating boundaries 
in a barbaric omission of what lies outside the 
frame in the given situation. Photos claim un-
questionable evidence, and require a certain 
arrogance in their claim upon truth. No other 
medium makes such a claim, words and even 
video evoking far more subjectivity. The saving 
grace for me of War Primer 2 is short poems 
beneath each photo, indicating a creative vi-
sion over a journalistically genuine one.

Susan Sontag notes how photography 
is “more than passive observing. Like sexual 
voyeurism, it is a way of at least tacitly, often 
explicitly, encouraging whatever is going on 
to keep on happening”. Attention galvanizes 
those wishing to prove themselves to the world, 
with terrorists and soldiers alike energized in 
front of the cameras in a media-triggered dis-
play. A child is more likely to break a window 
with a stone if his friends egg him on with a 
camera. The same is true for war atrocities.   

The staging process of photography en-
courages those in conflict areas to continue 
what they are doing, playing to the cameras. 
Media attention assigns importance to an 
event and exacerbates it, in the same way that 
a bully is encouraged by his peers’ sniggers.

In appropriating images into art the es-
sence of the real situation is immolated and 
the charred remains offered up as homage to 
the God of War. War Primer 2 is a powerful 
masterpiece, but one that questions the dubi-
ous role of the media in war zones.

Shooting them dead
Thomas Cox

Shakespeare’s Globe present: Henry VI
York Theatre Royal
World famous Globe theatre show a fantastic trilogy:

Harry VI; The Houses of York and Lancaster; The True Tragedy

Seamus Heaney
Central Hall
Irish poet and Nobel Laureate reads a haunting selection.

26th June: £10/£5 concession

Hedda Gabler 
Drama Barn
Henrik Ibsen’s thrilling domestic drama comes to campus

21st -23rd June: £3.50-£5

Carnival D
Derwent
Miss Dynamite, Fenech Soler and Dusky in a carnival. Yes.

27th June: £15.75  

Book review: And the Mountains Echoed
Khaled Hosseini’s third novel takes Heather Stewart on an alternative route through Afghanistan.

“The story stems from 
the fable ‘A finger had 
to be cut to save the 

hand.’”

“The ending is aptly 
bittersweet. We are not 
indulged with a happy 

ending.”



CAMPUS ARTS: 
REVIEW OF THE YEAR

York’s Arts scene has grown every year with societies being born, growing and developing to new 
heights every year. Our reviewers take a look over the year’s best creative endeavours.

Below: Birdsong 
“An evocative and as-
tute representation of 
the tangled emotions 
of war, Birdsong was 
not one to be missed.”

Left: God of Carnage 
All actors performed to 
a stellar standard and 
the direction gets as 

much out of the script as 
possible.”

Right: Little Women, 
The Musical 

“This performance 
brought everything the 

Barn needs...”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DRAMASOC



“Peter Pantomime is a 
rumbustious adventure 
through J.M. Barrie’s in-

toxicatingly imaginative world.
At £4.50 a head, the average 

Joe could frankly be forgiven for 
turning his nose up at this show 
– one with an unmistakeable po-
tential for self-indulgent tomfool-
ery on stage by an eccentric bunch 
studying less than intensive de-
grees. Oh, what an error he would 
be making! From start to finish, 
this is a show brimming full of 
genuine acting and directorial tal-
ent, and is sure to delight even the 

least enthusiastic viewers of musi-
cal theatre. 

The sheer, bloody co-ordi-
nation of the whole shebang is 
striking throughout, and with 
cultural references galore, and a 
heavy dose of self-deprecation this 
show was even able to pass over its 
two-hour running time with hu-
mour. Only a modest crowd had 
gathered for the opening night, 
and one imagines that many who 
would have loved it will never see 
it. What more is there to say? This 
is a swashbuckling, rip-roaring, 
sausageingly good show.”

The Resistance is Not Futile, Norman Rea, March

Musical of the year: Peter Pantomime

Harvey Taylor’s oil paint-
ings from digital photo-
graphs of family mem-

bers initially appear as quite 
spontaneous, almost private 
moments captured on the can-
vas. Upon closer look however, 
one can see that Taylor’s work re-
emerges as artistic interpreta-
tions with painstaking attention 
to detail, and raises questions 
about how far the artist should 

place himself from reality as he 
depicts it. Indeed, when asked 
why he prefers working from 
photographs rather than sitting 
models, he cites the distance he 
can achieve when painting as 
the reason.

Taylor observes a shift in 
his artistic style, from abstract 
paintings to more realist work. 
This exhibition however gave 
the opposite feel. The paintings 
span four years in the life of the 
artist and his family are less dar-
ing in detail as well as gaze and 
show smoother transitions, as 
if painted with the whole of the 
finished image in mind.

Harvey Taylor’s paintings 

propose an interesting contra-
diction — that realist art can 
be created through a method of 
great abstraction, in which the 
artist deliberately tries to free 
himself from the reality of the 
object of his work.

Exhibition of the year: Harvey Taylor, 
Norman Rea Gallery

STAR OF THE SHOW...

“A quite remarkable performance which 
would not have been out of place in Lon-
don’s West End. His revival of Tinkerbell 

as a kind of whorish, rough-and-ready 
Peggy Mitchell was a joy to behold and 
kept the audience sniggering and chor-

tling throughout.”

Tinkerbell, Lewis Chandler

Barn show of the year: The Vagina Monologues, 
Drama Barn, February

“I like to concentrate on one small 
part at a time. Sometimes I even 

paint upside down.”

“It’s time to talk about Vaginas, ladies and gentleman. The Drama Barn’s rendition 
of Eve Ensler’s abrasive masterpiece is a striking triumph of feminism and theatre, where 
half-heartedness is wholly absent, and the unabashed delivery of female emotion and expe-
rience are gloriously and scandalously celebrated.”

“Copeman sees the struggles of her pieces not as a struggle for humanitarian rights, 
but as the everyday limits that society places upon its subjects. The Resistance is Not Fu-
tile is perfectly suited to the Norman Rea’s space as the pieces fill the wall space, without 
looking clumsily large, farcically small, and the inevitable neglect of the long corridor.”

Central Hall, February

Arts show of the year: Fashion Fest
The Quiet Place, May

YORK’S TOP MODEL

“Aisling Chomhaill (pictured above) stole 
the show with pin-up worthy striptease and 
some impressive high-heeled moves, all the 
while rocking a cute two piece and yellow 

raincoat combo”

Aisling Chomhaill

As a glorious sunset began to cast long shadows, the crowd gathered 
on the lawn in front of Heslington Hall, lazing around on picnic 
blankets to the chilled out vibes of Breakz. Cans were cracked open, 

cigarettes were rolled…I even spotted one enthusiastic group of festival go-
ers who’d brought along their own shisha pipe.

Both mens and ladies wear was modeled, showcasing a great range 
of well put-together summer looks. The styling was sleek, professional 
and very on point, with trend-driven mini-shows featuring swim-

wear, denim, boho chic, and floral print garments. The 
swimwear show was particularly well choreographed. 

On the stalls highlights included vintage sewing 
patterns, cutesy dolls house jewellery, up-cycled 
denim jackets with embroidered stags heads, and 

some truly stunning vintage fashion finds. 
One stall was a veritable Aladdin’s 

cave of retro pieces with serious 
designer names.

The entertainment carried 
on well into the night, with 
another sleek and visually ap-
pealing catwalk show, fol-
lowed by sets from Kat 
Ronson,Chris Ashfield, 
and Kit Munro. Entry 
included a Kuda wrist-
band, and by midnight 
the club was packed with 
jubilant models and at-
tendees determined to 
dance until dawn.

Overall, Fashion Fest’s most impres-
sive achievement was the incredible atmosphere 

it generated throughout the evening, and the en-
tire events planning team should be congratulat-
ed on pulling 
off a first-time 
event smooth-
ly. They’ve set 
the bar high 
if this does in 
fact become an 
annual occa-
sion, and that’s 
not a bad 
thing at all.
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Since 2006, boohoo.com has been at the 
forefront of two major emerging trends, 
offering a potent mix of fast fashion 

and online retailing. Fast forward nearly half 
a decade later and there are few people in 
the developed world who would think twice 
about ordering clothes online. Nowadays 
modern consumers are both price and trend 
savvy; they demand affordable and on-point 
clothes and accessories. Plus, with the major-
ity of fashionistas feeling the recession bite 
harder than ever, boohoo.com is the ultimate 
destination for any young woman who wants 
to dress themselves in all the latest trends 
without breaking the bank. Simply clicking 
on the website’s ‘new in’ section as I write, I 
am rewarded with a huge selection of highly 
covetable festival-ready crochet tops and 
tie-dye dresses at prices I’d be hard pushed 
to find on the high street, and certainly not 
without considerably more effort on my part.

But sometimes so much choice can be 
overwhelming, particularly when you can’t 
try before you buy. That’s where Kate Hol-
royd comes in. As boohoo.com’s Head Stylist, 
it’s Kate’s job to show the customer just how 
great they can look wearing their product. 
Scroll down the website and you’re bombard-
ed with smiling models rocking cool combina-
tions that are just begging you to click ‘add to 
basket’, and it’s Kate’s job to mastermind the 
styling behind every image. Her role also in-
cludes working on the ‘creative’ shoots, which 
are mini editorials showcasing the boohoo.
com brand. It’s a demanding and relentlessly 
fast paced job, but when I heard from Kate it’s 
also a whole lot of fun.

“Every day is so exciting and varied,” Kate 
exclaims, “I love being able to see all of the 
new trends before they hit the high street, 
and the creative shoots are also a 

fantastic opportunity 
to work on.” Getting 

first dibs on all the 
latest styles 

aren’ t 
t h e 
o n l y 

p e r k s 
though; Kate ad-
mits “it’s not just 
all the clothes I’m 
surrounded by all 
day that make 
the job so fun, it’s 
the people too.” 
Sat at home in 
our pyjamas 

s c r o l l i n g 
t h r o u g h 

t h e 

website, you never really think about the crew 
that has to work behind the scenes to bring 
you image after glossy image, but for Kate it’s 
a dream job.

Describing her typical day as a boohoo.
com stylist, Kate explains “when I first get to 
the studio, I’ll spend maybe an hour pulling 
a rail of clothes bearing in mind the model I 
have for the day.” Keeping the model as a fo-
cus is in important part of the styling process 
is key, as is thinking of the wider picture: “I 
think its important spend time assessing what 
will best suit the models’ frames and person-
ality when prepping a rail of clothes, and 
which accessories will be needed to make a 
plain outfit that little bit more sensational for 
the camera.”

All this happens whilst the average stu-
dent is still in bed, it transpires, as Kate goes 
on to explain how she goes on to “style outfits 
from the rail, in time for the models and the 
makeup artists to arrive, which is usually by 
10am. By 11 we’ll be ready to start shooting!” 
Despite the early start, Kate’s work has only 
just begun. She tells me “we can sometimes 
shoot nearly fifty different outfits in a work-
ing day, which all include a catwalk run.” Even 
then there is no time for a Head Stylist to rest 
on her laurels. “At some point in the afternoon 
I’ll find out which model I have lined up for 
the next day,” Kate clarifies “so I have time 
to seek inspiration and do some research!” 
Even then she can’t let her guard down for a 
moment, “sometimes last minute projects or 
creative shoots 
will pop up and 
I need to fit the 
models within 
that same day” 
says Kate, add-
ing “the sponta-
neity adds to the 
excitement.”

For re-
search and in-
spiration, Kate 
looks to whatev-
er is popular in 
the fashion world right now, helping boohoo.
com tap into the sartorial zeitgeist. Currently, 
Kate has a particular muse in mind: “At the 
moment, my biggest source of inspiration is 
Cara Delevingne! There will nearly always be 
a Cara Delevingne eyebrow or hair reference 
on the mood board; we love how fun she is.” 
2013 has certainly been the year of Cara so 
far, and for girls who want to imitate her style 
without the designer freebies, boohoo.com is 
a great place to start.

To get to where she is now, Kate had to 
graft hard right from the start. As every 

job market hopeful knows, it’s all 
about experience, and Kate was 
determined to get it. “I was look-

ing for work experience in 
the fashion industry and was 
offered a full time job as a 

sample coordinator which was 

based in the boohoo studio in Manchester, so 
I was really lucky.” But Kate knows it wasn’t 
just luck: “it took a lot of hard work and per-
sistence! I started by asking to assist the styl-
ists on shoots, and a few let me.” Getting your 
first break isn’t exclusive to jobs in the fashion 
industry, and Kate imparted to me some great 
tips to help any prospective intern stand out. 
“This is definitely important to do for any new 
job,” not just fashion related ones” urges Kate 

“work your way 
up by assisting, 
and make your-
self available to 
help with any-
thing, whether it 
be big or small: 
it will be no-
ticed.”

Don’t ever 
think assisting 
is beneath you, 
seems to be the 
message, eve-

ryone has to start at the bottom. “Once I’d 
gained enough experience from assisting, I 
was allowed the responsibility of covering 
some stylists when they were away.” As her re-
sponsibilities increased, so did her ambition: 
“After about eighteen months, I applied for 
a stylist position, and got it!” So keeping at 
it and making yourself useful are key, but 
Kate also has one last gem to impart. “So 
it’s also really important to put yourself 
out there to get noticed, but make a good 
impression” warns Kate “you’ll be remem-
bered for being really good, or terrible!”

Wrapping up our conversation, I real-
ised it would be positively criminal not to 
get a professional stylist to give some hot 
insider tips on what to invest in for the com-
ing months. “I’d definitely invest in a pair of 
boyfriend fit jeans,” Kate suggests, “and team 
them slightly rolled up at the bottom with a 

low heel.” Fashion is looking after your feet. 
“Honestly, try low heels over sky-scraping 
ones this summer! You won’t regret it,” she 
enthuses. Finally, she confides “I also love eye-
catching statement necklaces at the moment– 
they’re the perfect accessory, as 

they’ll make even the 
oldest and plainest t-

shirts or shirts fresh and 
exciting, and are perfect for 

work wear.” Looking at the 
photo boohoo.com sent me to 

illustrate this piece, it seems that 
Kate is a woman who takes her 
own styling advice, and to great 
effect. Kate agrees that clever and 

confident acccessorising is key, 
and this edition Nouse has 

hand picked the cream of the 
crop for you. M
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India Block talks to boohoo.com’s 
head stylist Kate Holroyd about 
fast fashion and 2013’s hottest 
summer pieces.

Styling it out

 “We can sometimes shoot 
nearly fifty different outfits 
in a working day, which all 

include a catwalk run”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATE HOLROYD AND BOOHOO.COM
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With summer upon us, we are guaranteed 
to be thinking of the  months of sunning and the 
beautiful cat eye shades we are set to purchase.  
Meantime the fashion world is making ‘history’. 
It’s all about embracing the new, witnessing the 
return, acknowledging the past and regrettably 
mourning a loss. Elle have announced a collabora-
tion  between themselves and the iconic London 
Selfridges. Selfridges has opened a 26,000 foot 
Denim Studio and Elle are taking part in it.

On 26th June, ELLE will be bringing their 
legendary fashion cupboard to life inside the stu-
dio. Guests will experience designer exclusives, an 
on-site tailor and thirty personal shoppers at their 
beck and call. The reason for my excitement is 
that we mere mortals could be there. Elle are 
providing 250 free spots at the event. All you 
have to do is sign up; get the chance to meet 
Elle’s fashion editors and receive their expert 
advice to find that perfect pair of jeans. The 
Denim Studio will be a true blue extrava-
ganza, with everything from blue popcorn, 
to blue slush puppies. Ladies, it’s first 
come first serve. 

On a sober note, the fash-
ion world is in shock, top styl-
ist Annabel Tollman recently 
died in her sleep from a blood 
clot. Clients, such as Scarlett 
Johansson and the Olsen 
Twins, paid their respects 
to the renowned stylist. 

June is set to be a 
frenzied month of fash-
ion, from new ven-
tures to established 
returns. Haider Ack-
ermann will treat 
the men’s fashion 
industry to his sex-
less swathes this S / S 
2014. The Belgium- based designer, 
adored by female 
androgynous dress-
ers like Tilda Swin-
ton, hopes that his 
second venture 
into menswear 
will be as critically 
acclaimed as his 
first. His return 

will see him in Paris this June. The way Acker-
mann works his kimono inspired shapes, semi-
sheer tanks and drop-crotch cashmere trousers 
into a masculine silhouette has the fashion world 
intrigued. 

Get out your diaries girls; next year will see a 
true blast from the past. The Sex & the City star 
Sarah Jessica Parker is designing a capsule line. 
The sitcom was era-defining; it inspired women 
to embrace a whole new kind of fashion expres-
sion. Fifteen years later, after teetering round the 
Manhattan city streets in six inch Jimmy Choos, 
SJP is deigning her own line of shoes, bags and 

trench coats. She may be hanging onto 
the past and her heyday, but if fab-

ulous shoes are the result, then I 
am all for her embodying the Miss 
Bradshaw persona (a woman who 
appeared to be born in stilettos). 
With the help of Manolo Blahnik’s 

CEO George Malkemus, her line 
will be more heritage than 
feathers. Launching exclu-
sively at Nordstrom, with 
prices around the $200 
mark, we may look rather 
than touch. 

Finally, nine of 
France’s most luxurious 
brands, from Hermès to 
Boucheron, have come to-
gether to create individual 
gifts to celebrate Lacoste’s 
80th anniversary. The ex-
travagant collection will 
go on display from June 

10th-15th in Paris. Each 
present embodies the spir-

it of the heritage tennis brand, 
as well as the collaborator’s signa-

ture aesthetic. Hermés has created 
a crocodile skin suitcase bag, with 

a special space for a tennis racket, 
while jewellery label Boucheron 

has designed two exclusive em-
erald and diamond crocodile-
shaped brooches. Even gour-
met food company, Fauchon has 
baked high-fashion eclairs; they 

come covered in chocolate shells 
to recreate the texture of pique polo 
shirts. If only everyone’s birthday 
came with the same luxurious ac-
coutrements. Last year might have 
been the year of celebration and 
monumental events, but summer 
2013 is set to make quite a stir.

It is hard to believe just how quick the seasons go 
but here we are, presented with glossy images of Pre 
Spring/Summer 2014 already. The good news is that 
there are plenty of trends from this summer you can 

keep wearing and remain at the forefront of the 
fashion pack. We saw whites galore for 

Spring/Summer 2013 and, although 
not surprising colour choice for the 

sunny months, it will be back 
next year in full force too. White 

shoes especially are having a 
fashion moment, they’ve been 
taken from the tanned streets 
of Essex to every blogger’s 
wardrobe. Look no further 
than Chanel Pre S/S Cruise 
Collection 2014 for white 
shoe inspiration. Alongside 
Chanel’s classic black toe-

capped heel, were modern 
all white toe-capped heels and 

lady-like pointed ankle-strapped 
white stilettos. 

The high street has been inun-
dated with white shoes this spring and 

come the summer sales I recommend invest-
ing in a pair or two. Chanel were in good company 

with their choice of white shoes - amongst others 
Burberry Prosum, 3.1 Phillip Lim and Vers      

0ase all chose white shoes. Zara, as always, have a wonder-
ful selection, flats, platforms, stilettos, sandals, Zara has the 
white shoe for you. Their pointed flats for £69.99, although 
not the cheapest option on the high street, are perfect for day 
and night and they are the ideal mix of contemporary and 
classy.

Another fashion-must for many seasons still to come is 
the simple clutch. Seen all across the Pre S/S 2014 catwalks, 
a minimal clutch is the bag of choice to keep any outfit 
current. Max Mara showed clean colour-blocked clutches 
alongside caps and oversized sunglasses for a 
fresh look. A simple colour-block clutch is 
not hard to get your hands on. Topshop 
is a good place to start, but Zara again 
have a phenomenal selection of up-
to-date bags. If you can’t find col-
our-blocked, a minimal unadorned 
clutch makes any outfit chic. Zara’s 
blue daytime clutch for £29.99 is 
just the right bag to complete an 
understated look. Rebecca Minkoff 
Pre S/S 2014 favoured the state-
ment clutch. Her roll-top neon pink 
and orange clutch follows the style of 
Céline and Chloé’s much desired bags. 
Rihanna couldn’t put down her Céline soft 
trio rolled bag after she got it. Zara makes a 
rolled top bag in three different colours, each col-
our as desirable as the next. For more Pre Spring/Summer clutch 
inspiration see Diesel Black Gold, Marc Jacobs and Michael Kors.
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S/S/S: Get Catty

SPEND: ILLEVESTA CLAIRE SUN-
GLASSES

£108, Illesteva. Splash (all) your cash on 
these beauties by new brand Illesteva. Each 
pair is made by hand and promises to add 
glamour to every look you pair them with. 
Pricey for a pair of sunnies I hear you cry 
but remember, proper UV protection is key 
and these cat-eyed wonders will provide 
that. There you go mum: I’m protecting my 
eyes by this investment, and still looking a 
million bucks! 

STEAL: BROWN TORTOISESHELL 
CAT EYE SUNGLASSES
 
A steal at £10, this pair from River Island 
may not protect your eyes but they will help 
give your summer outfit that little bit of ex-
tra flair. Throw them into your bag for those 
moments when a little protection is needed, 
be that from the sun or just the world out-
side, may it be at hung-over breakfasts or 
an early lecture. Rely on a cat’s eye to keep 
you looking glam and to hide those dark cir-
cles.             
              - Izzy Ashton

Sunglasses are the ultimate accessory. They have the ability to completely trans-
form an outfit from smart to playful all in the addition of a perfectly placed 
embellishment. The power that a pair of sunglasses can have, and the confi-

dence they can give to the wearer is emulated by the queen of glasses herself, Anna 
Wintour. Never seen without them, Wintour doesn’t seem to have aged at all in the 
last thirty years. Her secret? A perfect pair of sunglasses. The sunglasses shape of 
choice this summer is tortoiseshell and cat-eyed, flattering and chic. Flicked up at 
the corners to give the appearance of an extra 4 hours sleep and a complimentary 
shade of tortoiseshell, these sunglasses are your go to pair in times of need or just 
when you need to add a little glamour to your outfit. Read on to find your own 
confidence booster.

Fashion Diary Update
RACHEL THOMPSON

FASHION WRITER

SAVE: TORTOISESHELL ACETATE 
CAT EYE SUNGLASSES

£45, Urban Outfitters. These frames from 
Urban Outfitters are a sure fine way to take 
you from dull to dashing in one swoop. A 
darker shade of tortoiseshell, these are the 
naughty little sister of the Wayfarer. They 
suggest parties and nights out: not a sofa or 
Primark pajama in sight. They ooze a cer-
tain amount of allure, leaving a little, but 
not too much, to the imagination.

MAX MARA 
PRE-SS14 
COLLECTION WHITE SHOES, ZARA, 

£69.99

BLUE CLUTCH, 
ZARA, £29.99

CHANEL 
PRE-SS14 
COLLECTION
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FEATURING FOOTWEAR FROM OFFICE YORK. 

THIS PAGE - CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: NIKE BLAZER HI SUEDE VINTAGE MID NAVY GREY: £69.99, 

NIKE AIR MAX 1 (L) BRIGHT MANGO,:£94.99, ILSE JACOBSEN MIRAGE SNEAKER NEON PINK: 

£65.00. KATY WEARS BIKINI TOP FROM ZARA AND LACE SHIRT FROM ZARA.

OPPOSITE PAGE - KATY WEARS ILSE JACOBSEN MIRAGE SNEAKER NEON PINK: £65.00
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“Think about something that you’re really passionate 
about. Then think about whether you can tell a story 
about it.”

This was the single piece of advice that spurred Mary 
Humphrey to disregard the squeamish fears of those around 
her and go to photograph the travelling community. In lov-
ing her three children dearly, her interest was piqued in those 
who were not her own. Fully aware of the myths and miscon-
ceptions that enshrouded them; Mary became fascinated with 
Gypsy children and began to photograph them. 

The stereotypes surrounding travellers are well-known, 
as students at York know all too well with the recent ‘occupa-
tion’ of Heslington East by a gypsy community.  All the usual 
typecasts came out of the woodwork, travellers quickly be-
came nothing more than dangerous, law-forsaking nomads. In 
Mary’s experiences however, she found that they were osten-
sibly difficult to place both geographically and as characters, 

as she explained that “people generally know when they have 
gypsies living in their area, but they don’t know exactly where 
they are living. They tend to go down country lanes and off the 
beaten track.”

In her own work, she has visited travelling communities 
in both the UK and Roma, the latter of which were her pri-
mary focus. According to the most recent report by Amnesty 
International, the Roma Gypsy community are one of the most 
notoriously persecuted and disadvantaged groups in Europe. 
According to statistics, 59 per cent of Roma in Moldova live in 
absolute poverty, in addition to widespread illiteracy and un-
employment. Extremely low or non-existent literacy skills, the 
number of those living in relative poverty is one of the high-
est in Europe. Naturally, they have become alienated from the 
rest of society, often looking on visitors with suspicion, as Mary 
tells me, “the travellers react against the reaction.”

 In the face of this secrecy, Mary was given the addresses of 

some campsites by the local president of the gypsy council, and 
her work began, albeit rather slowly. Initially she was received 
with cautiousness by the community, as she remembered “the 
gypsy men would not allow me to photograph them. That was 
in both Roma and England. It was very noticeable that when-
ever I walked into a traveller camp, if there were men there, 
they would walk out. That’s just their culture.” Eventually, 
after a long process of persistence and mutual acceptance of 
the other’s customs, she became affectionately known as ‘the 
photograph lady.’ 

She admits how fortunate she was to work with the travel-
ling community in the UK before the Channel 4 programme, 
My Big Fat Gypsy Wedding was devised. At this I was con-
scious of my own participation in the perpetuating of these 
deeply flawed views. As students we all have that day when 
we binge on mindless TV trash, but little do we stop to con-
sider that we might be endorsing the damaging attitudes that 

‘You are not 
welcome here’

Mary Humphrey talks 
to Mary O’Connor about 

dispelling the “Gyspy 
Wedding” myth and tell-

ing a different story.
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they promote. In Gypsy Wedding, young girls are portrayed as 
vapid commodities, whose only life ambition is to get married 
in a ridiculously theatrical dress. Mary was, in her words, a 
‘novelty’ to them, which was preferential to being “associated 
with how they are stereotyped on the TV.”

Far from wanting to turn them into a circus of perform-
ers, Mary wanted them to tell their own stories, “My conclu-
sion depended on them. I went in and took the photographs 
and presented information, which then worked away from the 
stereotypes.” Mary has managed to capture something remark-
ably beautiful about the individuals living in these communi-
ties, something unashamed and raw in its humanity, which 
still manages to remain true to their identities. Mary eluci-
dates on this, revealing, “I couldn’t speak their language, and 
they couldn’t speak English. So I would point to my tripod and 
then they would just stand there. That was completely their 
natural stance.” 

Mary’s position as an empathetic photographer resonates 
from the pictures;one photograph, for example, shows a young 
woman standing, clutching a small child in her arms. Although 
set against an austerely dilapidated background, it was the 
hollowness of the woman’s gaze that distinguished this figure 
from the others. But Mary noticed something very different, 
saying, “The colour is very important. I also liked the irony…
she’s wearing a Benetton top that was given to her. At the time 
it was absolutely freezing, but she was still wearing a T-shirt.” 
It seems almost perverse to point out, but the coupling of the 
vibrant colours and the deprivation, together serve to deepen 
just how beautiful the images were. Beauty isn’t everything, 
as Mary is keen to stress, “there are lots of lovely photographs 
that are beautiful, but then you walk away and forget about 
them. They don’t leave any lasting impression.” 

Mary’s work is in no danger from suffering from this, as I 
soon come to realise when she tells me how the travelling com-
munity responded to her photographs. At a basic level, they 
were a means of a small income for the families, to whom Mary 
gave the equivalent of 80p. Although a meagre amount to us, 
she tells me that this would have been enough to feed a family 
of four for two days. 

Digressing slightly, she remembers the kindness she was 
afforded. “When I went into one house, there was a mother 
washing her baby’s bottle in this brown, mucky water. She of-
fered me a cup of coffee, but I said I didn’t drink coffee. So they 
bought me a can of coke that they couldn’t really afford. They 
were very poor.” Instead of society hanging various trappings 
on them, Mary wanted them to see themselves through their 
own eyes, “because many of them couldn’t afford mirrors, they 
didn’t know what they looked like. I would always give them a 
copy of their photograph so they could see themselves.” 

Many young travellers wanted to pursue opportunities in 
education. In addition to photographing, Mary has worked on 
projects with traveller children in the UK which aim at pro-
moting the value of learning, most notably with residents of 
Dale Farm. She remembers one particular girl who was proof 
that the prejudices associated with the travelling community 
were undeserved.  

“There was this lovely girl called Bridie. I remember we 
took a group of the children to the Science Museum in Lon-
don and they told her off for making a noise. I was standing 
right there – she wasn’t making any noise. They automatically 
picked on her for no reason. She was a very bright and intel-
ligent girl.”

As is the norm with most traveller children who enter ‘set-
tler’ schools, Bridie’s passion for learning was threatened by 
the attitudes of her peers, who called her names like “trailer 
trash”, told to “go clean the house” or asked her why she wasn’t 
married. The difference with Bridie’s situation was that her te-
nacious spirit meant that she refused to allow these bigoted 
attitudes to carry on. With support from those around her, she 
went and spoke at the House of Lords about the treatment of 
travellers and the responsibility of programmes like Gypsy 
Wedding in perpetuating this behaviour. She won her case, 
forcing a retraction of the heavily biased posters advertising 
the programme, although it did not prevent the series from 
being aired. 

Mary’s photographs tell us as much about ourselves as 
they do about the travelling community. In her work, she in-
terrogates the use of the word ‘they.’ Used by both those inside 
and outside the travelling worlds to describe each other, she 
wonders at how destructive this one word can be. At the end 
of the book of photographs, Mary shows me the photo, which 
in her opinion is her best. It is a sign that says ‘Private. You are 
not welcome here.’  M

“Many of them couldn’t afford mirrors, so they didn’t know what they looked like. I would al-
ways give them a copy of their photograph so they could see themselves.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AESTHETICA AND MARY HUMPHREY



Hearing The Strypes is like opening 
a time capsule from the sixties. The 
Irish four-piece band consisting of 

guitarist Josh McClorey, 17, singer Ross Far-
relly, 16, drummer Evan Walsh, 16, and bass-
ist Peter O’Hanlon, 17, weave together a retro 
repertoire of rhythm and blues which at first 
listen seems to contradict their young age. 

At a time when most people their age 
are in the midst of exams, The Strypes’ music 
career has quite literally become too cool for 
school. “We’ve all left; we started with school 
this year but just got too busy with the band. 
Ross is still in school but he’ll be finished quite 
soon; he just has to do a few exams but he’ll be 
finished in June.”

According to guitarist Josh, school and 
music simply became too much to juggle. 
“That was the main reason we ended up leav-
ing, it just got too busy with the band and we 
all just felt that you can go back and do school 
when you’re a bit older but it’s more difficult 
to do this when you’re older. So we’re just go-
ing to go for it now.”

For a band their age, they’ve already 
racked up an impressive list of performanc-
es, including an appearance on Jools Hol-
land and a gig at Abbey Road alongside Paul 
Weller.  I can’t help but feel guilty for waking 
up a teenage rocker early on a Saturday morn-
ing with this phone call, but Josh assures me: 
“We don’t really buy into it to be honest. None 
of us smoke or drink or any of that. We’re just 
not interested in it; we’d rather go to bed and 
have a cup of tea.”

Josh’s voice quickens with excitement 
when I ask him about working with producer 
Chris Thomas, who’s worked with The Beatles 
and Sex Pistols among others. “It’s incredible. 
He’s such a legend...we went down to a little 
studio in East Sussex to a little studio called 
Yellowfish Studios and we did a few tracks. 
Everybody was really pleased with how it 
went. It’s incredible and we’re pretty chuffed 
to be working with him.”

Despite following in some very famous 
footsteps by working with the producer, Josh 
insists the band don’t feel any pressure. “We’re 
just our own band and you just have to focus 
on what you are and not bring any of all that 
in. As much as we love all of those bands, we’re 
not any of those bands. Chris is so great; he’s 
got no ego at all.”

Their latest single, ‘Hometown Girls’, has 
previously been named as Zane Lowe’s Hot-
test Record of the Week. “We wrote it a cou-
ple of months ago, started gigging and then it 
just grew into this really exciting track and we 
went to record it and it turned out really well, 
so we decided to put it out as a single.”

Tipped as the ones to watch by NME, it’s 
easy to think that The Strypes’ success has 
happened overnight. The band only really 
broke onto the English scene this year, but as 
Josh points out “we already knew each other 
growing up and we were all really close, we 

always jammed together in Evan’s bedroom. 
“Then about three years ago we started 

gigging with Ross and then we started doing a 
lot of Irish shows. We were gigging for about a 
year and half, just all around Cavan and then 
we started playing gigs in Dublin. We released 
our three track EP in the April of last year and 
that got us on to Irish TV, and then that gave 
us more exposure and then the record labels 
got interested. We got invited to England to 
play a gig in London and then it just took off 

from there. But before that we had to do a 
good three years slogging it out in Ireland.”

So, what is it that sets The Strypes apart? 
“I think just the simplicity has this kind of 
edge to it. I’m finding a lot new music just 
doesn’t have an edge and it’s kind of lost and 
bottomless. We just find that Rock ‘n’ Roll and 
Rhythm ‘n’ Blues are so effective.”

Comparisons with the reality show-man-
ufactured One Direction have been drawn, 
but Josh just brushes these off. “We’re the fur-
thest thing away from all that. I think the only 
reason we get mentioned in the same breath 

as the boy bands is just because of our age. 
We have just as much in common with any of 
those as Jack White does or Leonard Cohen 
did.”

The Strypes are first and foremost a Blues 
band. “We’re big fans of carrying on the blues 
tradition and doing songs by the original 
blues greats like Chuck Berry and Muddy Wa-
ters because all the bands that we really loved 
like the Stones would have done that in their 
early days. A lot of contemporary artists like 

The Black Keys still do tracks by the original 
blues bands.”

Some of their harshest critics have dis-
missed The Strypes for not producing a ‘new’ 
sound. “We’ve got two tracks out and we don’t 
even have an album out, so I think people are 
really jumping the gun by saying that to be 
honest. I mean, we don’t even have an album 
out. How can you define a sound by one or two 
tracks? I think it’s best if everybody waits until 
the album to make up their minds about it.”

Hopefully, their new album will silence 
such complaints. “We have enough songs to 
do an entirely original album but we want to 
put in those blues covers because it shows who 
we’re influenced by and introducing kids our 
age to people like that.”

The band participated in Record Store 
Day, releasing a special one-off vinyl of their 
hit ‘Blue Collar Jane’, and Josh sees events like 
this as vital in keeping the industry alive. “It’s 
a lot more effort to go and listen to a record 
than it is to just press play on an iPod. It just 
makes music a bit more valuable, you know, I 
think those things are important for vinyl and 
to try and keep music important, rather than 
illegally downloading or streaming.”

But Josh isn’t quite ready to dismiss the 
likes of Spotify just yet. “There’s two sides to 
the whole thing, more people get to see your 
music and that’s fantastic and a lot more peo-
ple hear about you through the internet than 
they would’ve years ago...Then there’s the oth-
er side to it, making music less valuable and 
not as precious. So a lot of those sites have re-
ally cheapened music a bit. I mean, they exist 
so you kind of just live with it.” M
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At an average age 
of 16, it’s easy to dis-
miss The Strypes 
as just another boy-
band. Amy Blumsom 
finds out why this 
couldn’t be further 
from the truth. 

“The only reason we get mentioned in the 
same breath as One Direction is our age.”

“The whole thing’s been savage; like, 
really, really savage.”  

REVERB.
Departing Deputy Editor and URY presenter, Rory Foster. 

What the people don’t see



The Lawrence broth-
ers have pretty much defined 
the dance scene of 2013, their 
brand of brit-house has become 
a constant breathe of 90s air in 
the otherwise stagnant charts. 
Debut album Settle might well 
achieve what Daft Punk failed 
to do earlier this month. Singles 
‘White Noise’ and ‘You and Me’ 
may be chart toppers but they’re 
only the tip of the houseberg.  

Their ‘Intro’ begs the ques-
tion “How do you get in the 
zone?” Well to be frank you just 
shove the next song on, ‘When 
A Fire Starts to Burn’, features a 
gripping spoken sample, and the 
best drop of the album. As an 
opener it serves to set the heart 
pumping and the bar MD-high. 
Thankfully – unless you have a 
heart condition - the trend con-
tinues throughout.  

It’s an entirely vocal led al-
bum, with one of the brothers 
featuring on infectious hand-
clapping ‘F For U’. The smooth 
vocals mirroring a liquidy bass, 
any club that doesn’t have this 
on the playlist within the week 
isn’t worth going to. Guy and 
Howard’s production is first rate 
and crucially, they avoid being 
sucked into the American vol-
ume war.  ‘Simulation’ with its 
looping female vocals and steel 
drum breaks is straight out of 
the 90s whilst ‘Confess to Me’ 
feat. Jessie Ware is the sexual 
garage anthem we’ve all been 
waiting for; familiarly Carib-
bean influenced, but with that 
early grimy dub sound intact. 

The aggressively titled 
‘Grab Her’ is an interesting mix 
of Mike Skinner like lines and 
a TNGHT inspired riff. It’s still 
got that old school sound, but 
with a contemporary trap twist. 
Disclosure definitely take the 
opportunity to show off some-
what in their futuristic inter-
lude ‘Second Chance’. Glitching 
vocals and percussion fluidity, 
couple to immerse you in an un-
derwater sound.  

Album closer ‘Help Me 
Lose My Mind’, featuring up and 
coming trio London Grammar, 
is the perfect warm down after 
what is essentially a constant 
mix. The down tempo, longing 
chords underpin spine tingling 
vocals from Hannah Reid. And 
with a finger click you’re deli-
cately dropped into a refreshing 
ice-bath of a chorus. 
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Jake Brown does not look like a 
man that could comfortably rat-
tle off the chronological order 

of Flying Lotus’ discography. Nor 
does he particularly suggest the abil-
ity to name the samples off of Slum 
Village’s LPs better than he can re-
member the names of the songs 
themselves. Nevertheless, these are 
things that Brown, who makes beats 
under the name Handbook, can ( just 
about) do. 

York’s second finest Sam Smith 
pub, The Hansom Cab, played host to 
our conversation where I had the best 
intentions of grilling him over his ca-
reer, his prospects and his music, but 
conversation quickly degenerated 
into gushing over hip-hop, drum pat-
terns and just how good J Dilla was. 
Nevertheless, I managed to keep it 
together just long enough to discuss 
Brown’s own phenomenal raise to 
prominence in barely the length of 
time I’ve spent at this university.

Handbook makes beats. Beats 
are derived from the track you hear 
underneath an MC’s rap in regular 
hip-hop, but since works such as DJ 
Shadow’s Endtroducing…, J Dilla’s 
Donuts, and Flying Lotus’ Los An-
geles, making beats has expanded, 
merged and converged with elec-
tronic music, jazz, funk and 
soul to become an art form in 
its own right. “You don’t have 
to try and get a band together, 
you don’t need to get a studio, 
it’s just you, a laptop and your 
equipment”. 

Originally a drummer, 
when his band parted ways 
beat-making filled the musical 
gap left behind. Brown’s time making 
beats – a mere three years – stands 
testament to how quickly things can 
move within a genre that has a great-
er presence on the internet than any-
where outside of it’s spiritual home, 
L.A. 

Sites such as Bandcamp and 
Soundcloud give artists the ability to 
connect musical styles just by seeing 
which artists are following one an-
other. Handbook’s presence on the 
latter is particularly impressive, with 
over 100 tracks uploaded covering 
numerous EPs, several LPs and a lot 
of collaboration with hip-hop artists 

and beatmakers around 
the world. With over 
20,000 followers and 
some songs having near 
100,000 plays (not in-
cluding plenty on those 
Youtube channels with 
the sexy women on the 
front), Brown knows 
just how essential it 
is to be on the top of 
both your music and 
social media game: “It’s 
so important to link 
everything together…
you post on the Twit-
ter which links to the 
Facebook, Soundcloud, 
Tumblr, even Myspace 
if you’re feeling retro”. 

Considering Hand-
book’s popularity, it’s 
perhaps surprising 
that he isn’t a regular 
performer at Fibbers. The reason 
is twofold: “Performing live at the 
moment is secondary…I don’t like a 
huge focus on me in a room, I prefer 
to be hidden away creating and mak-
ing something new.” That’s not to say 
that when he does perform live, such 
as last year’s appearance at a Circula-
tion launch party, it doesn’t go well: 

“The Circulation show was definitely 
one of the best I’ve played… it was a 
good vibe.” But the other reason why 
he’s not picked up a residency at To-
kyo yet is that fans are everywhere, 
but not concentrated anywhere: the 
one problem with your online pres-
ence exceeding your local imprint 
is that fans could be next door or in 
Australia: “I was invited to do a fes-
tival in Denmark last year…just a 
last minute call, I was so surprised 
they even knew my stuff.” The solu-
tion? “I’m refining my live show and 
making sure it’s worth coming to see, 
as it’s an essential way of getting out 

there. Currently they find me on the 
internet. With live you come to them”.

So what with the speed at which 
the beat scene moves geographically, 
technologically and the relatively 
small barriers to entry, it’s no surprise 
that the internet is flooded with peo-
ple who want to be the next FlyLo (“If 
Flying Lotus uses an oboe in a track, 
you can bet there’s 10,000 other kids 

out there that are gonna do 
the same”). It takes a lot for 
someone, especially outside 
of L.A, to make an impact. 
A particular exception to 
that rule has been the rise 
of Manchester’s Star Slinger. 
His popularity snowballed 
due to a change to less sam-
ples and more club-ready 

remixes.
But does the social media ap-

proach count as selling out, and is 
this even a bad thing? “When people 
talk about trying something different 
or… or saying ‘give this a try’. It’s not 
selling out, but actually it’s just a dif-
ferent challenge. It’s applying what 
you do in one style to another and 
most of the time that comes to really 
good effect.” It seems that at least for 
the time being then, Jake Brown is 
happy riding the online wave for a lit-
tle longer and seeing where it takes 
him: “Handbook is what I want to do, 
it’s what I’m feeling is right”.

All about the Beat
Rory Foster talks to Jake ‘Handbook’ 
Brown about beats, oboes and 
competing in the digital jungle.
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Bonobo

Disclosure
SETTLE
PMR Records
Alex Donaldson

Review.

The Plug, Sheffield
Tuesday 21st May
Rory Foster

Bonobo last year was a 
regular name at several festivals 
and gigs, but unfortunately al-
ways sporting the dreaded “DJ 
Set” suffix. Now, back with a full 
band to promote new release 
The North Borders, he reminded 
a young party-ready crowd that 
with a live show it’s not all about 
the tracks; it’s how you perform 
them.

Bonobo’s band and setup 
has varied considerably since his 
last live tour promoting Black 
Sands around 2010-2011. The 
man himself, Simon Green, is 
now in control of both laptop 
and bass guitar duties simul-
taneously for most tracks, pro-
viding him with a pretty tricky 
judgement call for certain more 
electronic songs such as ‘Cirrus’ 
and ‘1009’. But also present were 
drums, keys, three lots of brass, 
a flute, a rhythm guitar, and a 
singer, but never all at once. The 
7-piece band would switch be-
tween instruments and coming 

off and on stage as needed.
Szjerdene (who sings on 

‘Transits’ and ‘Towers’ on The 
North Borders), had the tricky 
task of providing all of the live 
vocals; juggling her own tracks 
alongside those originally sung 
by Erykah Badu, Andreya Tri-
anna, Bajka and Grey Reverend. 
She gave a fantastic perfor-
mance, even if at times it felt like 
she was over-channeling her in-
ner Beyonce and embellishing 
the tracks a little too much. Yet 
two of her best performances 
were ‘Heaven for a Sinner’ and 
‘Stay the Same’, neither of which 
she originally performed on, 
and so she definitely earned her 
place on the tour.

Clearly aware that a fair 
proportion of his new fan base 
had approached from the blos-
soming house scene, parts of 
the show had all members of the 
band leave the stage and pro-
ceedings would turn into a Bon-
obo DJ set for 15 minutes. This 
actually worked extremely well, 
but Bonobo certainly hasn’t 
forgotten his roots. Several mo-
ments within songs allowed his 
extremely talented band to show 
off, with plenty of solos includ-
ing a 5 minute drum spectacular 
nearing the close.

Simon Green and his band 
are one of the most consistently 
entertaining acts I have seen 
live. If you’re going to Beacons 
or Soundwave this August, Bon-
obo is not one to miss.

#NouseSummer
With summer coming and (mostly) going, 
Nouse shares some of our readers’ thoughts 
on what makes the perfect summer LP 
through the medium of Twitter.

@HattiLinnell
Reckon @The1975 will release the album of the summer 
- ‘Chocolate’ is amazing. Band destined for great things 
#NouseSummer

@trinort04
Have to say Curtain Call - Aiden Grimshaw - is one of my 
summer tunes! #NouseSummer

@GregdgeHarrisss
I can see 2013 as the year of the #Jackson5. Those guys 
have some promise, I see it in #their #smiles #Nouse-
Summer

@_CeeMo
Word is that @RobinThicke’s next album’s pretty leng. 
Some #freshvibes eminating from the House of Thicke 
this July #ComeHereAndHugMe #NouseSummer 

@JohnTwinco
If you want my two cents (2c), I’ve got Boris and The 
Porksteins pegged for this summer’s anthem #optimis-
ticbutsexy #NouseSummer

@CalumJStewart
Without fail you’ve got to have Sunny Afternoon by The 
Kinks on there #NouseSummer

@IsaacBD
Cosmo Jarvis. You heard it here first. #NouseSummer

/YorkNouse

“Currently they find me 
on the internet. With live 

you come to them”
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Despite an independent immigration judge ruling that 
Roseline Akhalu will die without the immunosuppres-
sant drugs she needs to live, the Home Office is funding 

a second appeal to the Upper Tribunal to remove an acutely ill 
woman from this country.

Roseline won the Ford Foundation International Fellow-
ship Scholarship in 2003, and was awarded with a place at the 
University of Leeds, arriving in the UK in September 2004 on 
a student visa. Whilst completing her masters, Roseline was 
diagnosed with end stage renal failure, and put on kidney di-
alysis until receiving a transplant in 2009. We sit in Paul and 
Dot’s home in Leeds, where Roseline has been staying. Sitting 
beside me discussing a death sentence, graceful tears break the 
silence, and Roseline tells me she is living off her faith and the 
kindness of English strangers.

Roseline’s solicitors won an injunction which prevented 
the Home Office from deporting her, until a renewed applica-
tion for permission to proceed with judicial review was heard 
last July. Rose’s lawyers were able to appeal to the First-Tier 
Immigration Tribunal, and in November, Judge Saffer over-
turned the Home Office’s decision. At the tribunal hearing, the 
Home Office accepted the evidence that Roseline would die 
if removed. Again it was repealed. Actor Colin Firth has de-

nounced the appeal, calling it “repugnant to every person in 
this country”. A further appeal with the Upper Immigration 
Tribunal will now be heard on 16th July in London.

In March 2012, during a monthly check in with the UK 
Border Agency, an officer informed Roseline she was being 
detained. “I was told ‘your case is finished’ and they just re-
fused me.” The Yarl’s Wood security escort company, Reliance, 
refused to allow Roseline to use a toilet, despite her serious 
kidney condition. After several hours she was forced to urinate 
on herself in the van, and as a result Roseline was diagnosed 
with a urinary tract infection upon arrival at the centre. “That 
was one of the worst experiences I have had in my entire life.”

Roseline was then detained for 26 days until her lawyers 
took out an emergency injunction. Roseline says she lived in 
constant fear of deportation, “I was detained on 16th March, 
and they had booked my flight for 20th March. I was taken to 
the airport even though I told them my solicitor had put in an 
appeal for my flight to be stopped. But they went ahead and 
took me to the airport, they knew it had been cancelled, but 
they wanted to psychologically torture me. It was a waste of 
money. But they have money to waste.”

During her time at Yarl’s Wood, “the reception boys were 
very hostile and you could see this aura of racism in them. You 

feel that you are nobody, as long as you are an immigrant; you 
are the least of all persons. That is the attitude you get from 
many of those who work there. They don’t even want to see 
you, and they don’t want anything good for you.”

Despite evidence of community integration and support, 
“the reality is that the UK Border Agency know my situation, 
but are saying is that it’s not their duty to protect everybody. 
People are not going to be flooding this country because they 
are sick. I didn’t just come here because I was sick - I was diag-
nosed here. My intention was not to come to the UK to live, to 
seek asylum and a better life. My intention was to come, study, 
and go back. I discovered there was a great disparity between 
girls and boys in Nigeria and I came to England to study devel-
opment and gender, with the intention of starting up an NGO 
back home. But while I was at university doing my masters, I 
was diagnosed with kidney problem. It was like a death sen-
tence for me, because I know in Nigeria there is no hope, we 
haven’t got a system like the NHS there.”

The Home Office insist that Nigeria is safe to return to 
because there is no war, “It is true that there is no battle, but I 
am not running away because of political issues. I am running 
away because of health issues.” Roseline finds it frustrating to 
hear the British complaining about the NHS. “The NHS is tak-

Poor healthcare and end stage renal failure make deportation tantamount to a 
death sentence, and yet the Home Office continues to campaign and intimidate. 

Laura Hughes hears the story of Roseline Akhalu.

Exiled to the Grave

PHOTO CREDIT: ESMÉ MADILL
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ing care of me, for which I am always grateful. When I hear 
them complain I say they have no idea. Let them try my coun-
try. You are living in luxury here. In Nigeria, I would be looking 
for around £600 each month to cover the cost of immunosup-
pressant drugs. That is a lot of money. In Nigeria money is not 
how you see it here. When you are in England £200 is noth-
ing, but in Nigeria you earn an average 350 Nigerian naira per 
month. If you put money towards medication, where is your 
accommodation and food meant to come from?”

Roseline accepts the UK Border Agency are doing their 
job removing illegal immigrants, but Roseline didn’t come 
here as a ‘health tourist’. “I came here to study and return. I 
cannot go back to Nigeria because I cannot survive, if I go back 
to Nigeria I will die and this precious organ I was donated will 
be wasted. I am being removed to die. I don’t have any friends 
in Nigeria anymore; I have built my life here. Other people win 
their cases for flimsy reasons and will be allowed to stay. It’s 
really stressful.”

The UK Border Agency says, “The UK has a proud tradi-
tion of providing a place of safety for genuine refugees. How-
ever, we are determined to refuse protection to those who do 
not need it, and will take steps to remove those who are found 
to have made false claims.” Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal 
Centre is the main facility for the detention of women in the 
UK and is operated by the private contractor Serco. Asylum 
is protection granted to someone fleeing persecution in their 
own country, this is provided under the 1951 United Nations 
Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees. Asylum seek-
ers can be detained in UK immigration detention centres for 
years. A report in May 2012 revealed that two women due for 
deportation were kept at the removal centre in Bedfordshire, 
for two-and-a-half years.

Esme Madill who has organised a petition of over 1,500 
signatories in support of Roseline commented, “For the Home 
Office to challenge the decision of its own immigration tribu-
nal, and to waste thousands of pounds of taxpayers money in 
order to threaten a sick and frightened woman with a death 

“They took me to the 
airport anyway, they 

knew the flight
had been cancelled, 
but they wanted to 

torture me.”

sentence is vindictive. No country that allows its government 
to behave in this way can call itself civilised.”

What do you do if you cannot find the money to treat an 
illness in Nigeria? “You die; today the life expectancy in Nige-
ria is 49 for women and 50 for men. People only go the hospi-
tal at the end stage and by then it’s too late. And these hospi-
tals are not well equipped, there is nothing a doctor can do if 
there is an operation to perform, and there is no electricity to 
carry out that operation. “My husband died after 10 years, he 
died in 1999 and since then I have never been married again.” 
The couple met at the church, as part of the Christian Youth 
Movement and knew each other for three years, until they first 
spoke in 1985. “He had been observing me and the way I took 
an interest in doing things... he first spoke to me when we went 
to the choir master’s bachelor party, and we were married in 
1988.”

The couple lived in Benin, where her husband was a 
trained nurse. Whilst training as an anaesthetist he was diag-
nosed with a brain tumour. “In Nigeria you just can’t survive 
with these things, we had to fly him to India or South Africa 
but we couldn’t afford it, which was why he died, we needed 
£8000. How could we raise such an amount? In England 
things are in place, people do their job, you have electricity and 
water, you have good roads, and there are socially amenities.”

Asylum seekers aren’t allowed to work in the UK, and 
so Roseline has been volunteering at the local church, and is 
the secretary of the support group for women asylum seekers 
and refugees in Leeds. “We also work with the refugee council, 
where we adopt young asylum seekers and help signpost them 
to service that are available; often they have lost their way in 
the process and so we help them.”

If granted citizenship Roseline will be provided with a 
home stay and benefits, “Then I can get a job. I would like to 
work with charities as I have office experience; I am a trained 
secretary and worked before I went to university. If I am here 
I can do something of value. But if I am dead my ideas will die 
with me.” M

PHOTO CREDIT: GEORGE OLCOTT

“It was a waste of money. But they have money to waste.” The Home Office have continued 
what New Statesman columnist Alan White has called a ‘cruel and ludicrous campaign’



 Many directors distinguish between their work on 
television and film as two stages of a linear pro-
gress, tending to view the transition as a move to 

better things. From this usually follows the desire to escape 
small screen origins and to fully indulge in the broadened 
creative horizons of theatrical film. But this is not how Nick 
Murphy regards his own move to the larger of the screens 
since 2011, with his debut The Awakening and most recently 
Blood. “I tend not to analyse my career in that way, or any 
way. I feel like I ambled from editing to directing factual pro-
grammes, from documentary into drama and from TV drama 
into movies without really looking ahead and holding a road 
map or plan. Here I am. That’s all I know.”

It is in the mechanics of storytelling where the BAFTA 
winning director sees the core distinction lying between di-
recting film and TV. “You can let your narrative slip out in a 
different way in the movie, the audience isn’t twitching the 
remote control in the same way as TV so you can string peo-
ple along, delay gratification, and leave questions hanging in 
a way that is hard to do in TV now.”

The director’s view of the homogeneity of the media may 
stem from the “tricky move” earlier in his career from docu-
mentaries to drama. A fish out of water, Nick moved away 
from the comfort of making factual films. “…I moved into 
drama and figured everyone is round with a whistle they will 
blow at any moment and shout ‘stop, stop, he doesn’t know 
what he’s doing!’ Of course I still don’t know what I’m doing 
but I’ve realised that they don’t either; we’re all just winging 
it!”

For the most part, however, Nick views the shift from his 
televisual roots as being no major change in routine. “The 
discipline is the same. The way you communicate your ideas 
to your collaborators, cast and crew is really no different. 
Sure, in features you sometimes get a higher quality of cast 
that you have to dictate to less but that is by no means always 
the case.”

Whatever the case may be, the director’s cast will have 

to earn their place on any project. “If they deserve it I give 
piles of responsibility. It’s a waste of a good cast to just crow 
bar them into your preconceived ideas - you must let them 
express and show what they have… Of course with a less able 
or engaged cast then you have to be firm and decisive. Above 
all, you must get everyone acting in the same movie, in the 
same style. Half the stuff I see contains a pallet of different 
performance tones. It’s actually quite hideous to watch.” 

To achieve consistency in style - an aspect of Nick’s work 
that has been praised by his critics - generating a rapport with 

his cast has always been central. “I’ve had varying reviews for 
my work over the years but I’m not aware of an actor who 
didn’t enjoy being directed by me. Arrogant claim? Yeah it 
is. But while I am totally shit at some things, that I can do.” 
Forming lasting relationships is a bonus, as he now calls Paul 
Bettany one of his closest friends since working with the Hol-
lywood actor on Blood in 2012. “I plant seeds and out sprouts 
something I had no idea was coming. [Paul is a] mature, 
trusting, intelligent, stupidly gifted and kind man.”

In other areas of production, the burden of budget-
ing across TV and film has also remained unchanged. “I’ve 
shot half a million pound episodes of things and five million 
pound movies, with no difference at all in the imperative you 

feel to meet budget. The expectations inflate but not the pres-
sure.” Expectations have most recently risen with Blood, his 
new thriller produced by Sam Mendes of the James Bond 
franchise. “Ask him what pressures he felt on Skyfall’s [budg-
et] and he will agree - the challenges change little. Your reach 
always exceeds your actual grasp and it is right that this is the 
case. Otherwise we are not trying hard enough.”

Nick Murphy describes his directing journey and his 
move from TV to film as “neither linear nor complete”. His 
next project will indeed be a return to television with the ITV 
“chase-thriller”, Prey. Jumping back and forth between me-
dia, Nick’s only prerequisite for directing seems only to be the 
presence of a screen: “A play scares the crap out of me. But oh 
my god I’d love a crack at a video game.” M
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BAFTA winning director Nick Murphy tells Alfie Packham about his move from TV to film, 
working with Paul Bettany, and offers his advice to aspiring film-makers

    Nick Murphy’s Advice to Aspiring Directors:

1. Work Hard: “Work harder than anyone else. Talent is 
completely irrelevant, especially at the beginning.”

2. Don’t Be Pretentious: “Don’t do things to show what a 
clever director you are. Just tell your story in the best way 
you can. Work out exactly what the story is, what you are 
trying to tell and think ‘what is the best, most efficient, 
engaging way of communicating that?’ If you ever hear 
yourself thinking ‘hey, it would be really clever to...’ don’t 
do whatever it is. Nobody gives a crap how clever you are. 
They want to know you can direct.”

3. Learn How to Edit: “Now you can do what we couldn’t 
- you can film stuff and edit it. But you will learn more 
from editing even the most spurious, diverse stuff than you 
will from a hundred books and lectures. Slow stuff with 
long longing shots too - don’t think the fast pace stuff is 
more difficult and impressive. Any idiot can do that. Watch 
Lawrence of Arabia, is that easier to cut than a pop video? 
If you think the answer is yes then find another career.”

“I’m not aware of an actor 
who didn’t enjoy being 

directed by me. Arrogant 
claim? Yeah it is.”

Murphy’s 
Law
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“Too much of a good thing is won-
derful,” says Michael Douglas’s 
Liberace in Behind The Cande-

labra. Well, Steven Soderbergh certainly 
doesn’t seem to think so: this biopic of one 
of the 1970’s most flamboyant entertainers 
marks the director’s reluctant retirement 
from filmmaking, in order to focus his ener-
gies on painting. If this is to really be Soder-
bergh’s swansong, then, he is unmistakably 
bowing out with a bang rather than a whim-

per. 
But this makes it slightly galling that all 

involved in Behind The Candelabra are in-
eligible for the Oscar nominations for which 
they were destined. All of Hollywood’s ma-
jor studios refused to finance the project for 
fear that it would be ‘too gay’ to make any 
money so the film failed to secure a theat-
rical release in the US, instead debuting on 
American television network HBO. ‘Made 
for television’ usually suggests that a film 
isn’t good enough for the cinema but, thank-
fully, Behind The Candelabra is the excep-
tion. Indeed, few films made for television 
play in competition at Cannes.

Soderbergh has a habit of defying ex-
pectation and, as with last year’s Magic 
Mike, Behind The Candelabra bears little 

resemblance to the lightweight, campy romp 
the trailer would have you believe. Less a 
conventional biopic but, rather, a uncom-
fortably candid domestic drama, Behind 
The Candelabra documents the five-year 
relationship between Liberace and his much 
younger toy-boy, live-in assistant, and, al-
legedly, adopted son, Scott Thorson, played 
admirably here by Matt Damon.

Even in one of his more ostensibly fun 
films, Behind The Candelabra profits from 
Soderbergh’s willingness to not hold back or 
surreptitiously smuggling in more subver-
sive themes. Despite the film’s willingness to 
invite us to laugh at Liberace’s excesses and 
eccentricities it also hints at the more twist-
ed aspects of his personality, and is unafraid 
to traverse darker and more unsettling ter-
ritory. 

After watching back his appearance of 
himself on The Johnny Carson Show, Liber-
ace is horrified at his appearance proclaim-
ing “I look like my father in drag,” jolting 
him into undergoing a facelift that renders 
him unable to fully close his eyes. The true 
extent of his vampish, domineering nature 
and self-love is revealed when he insists that 
Thorson undergoes cosmetic surgery too, in 
order to look more like a young version of 
himself. But the overall darkly comic tone 
of the film always remains assured, with the 
darker moments tempered by Rob Lowe’s 
hilariously overcooked turn as the self-satis-
fied plastic surgeon to the stars, Jack Startz.

Whether or not Richard LaGravenese’s 
script is ‘too gay’ for American cinema au-
diences is debatable, but it is certainly one 

of the frankest accounts of a deteriorating 
relationship in recent memory, regardless 
of the sexuality of those involved. The naive, 
corruptible Thorson, initially intent of keep-
ing his distance, is coaxed by ‘Lee’ Liberace’s 
charms after being given a tour of his tacky 
yet opulent home which the great man him-
self describes as “palatial kitsch”. Eventually 
becoming ever more jaded in the increasing-
ly claustrophobic relationship, his strained 
attempts to part himself from Liberace can 
be read as a comment on the homosexuals’ 
denial to legal partnership at the time. Da-
mon excels in the quieter of the two central 
roles: despite evidently being the wronged 
party here, and based on his book of the 
same title, Thorson is never portrayed com-
pletely sympathetically, instead shown to be 
dependent on his lover’s wealth in order to 
fuel his fervent cocaine habit.

Similarly, in less competent hands, 
Liberace could have come across as a one-
dimensional predatory monster but it is 
clear that the writer and director view their 
subject with some degree of affection. One 
of Soderbergh’s most obvious skills is that of 
savvy casting of high-profile actors in unex-
pected roles and this has never been more 
true than in the case of Michael Douglas 
as Liberace. Known most for roles, such as 
Gordon Gekko, in which he embodied a spe-
cific form of oppressive, slightly insecure, 
machismo, Douglas gives a career best per-
formance as the outrageously camp, preen-
ing concert pianist. For Soderbergh to end 
his career on such a high is bittersweet: the 
cinematic landscape will feel like a far more 

Behind The Candelabra
                                  
Director: Steven Soderbergh
Review: James Tyas

Alfie Packham: Not Quite. A variety of 
things about superhero films will indeed in-
vite the naysayers to say “nay” to them. Too few 
female leads? Perhaps. Batman’s weird voice? 
Certainly. But instead, such critics will tend to 
make the weakest claim, that “superhero films 
are just the same thing over and over again.”   

For over a decade, modern superhero films 
have consistently filled cinemas and generated 
billions at the box office each year. Along the 
way, they have provided many a unique cin-
ematic gem: Spiderman’s upside down kiss, 
Robert Downey Jr.’s one-liners, Heath Ledg-
er’s Joker. Superhero films have not sustained 
their popularity through a lack of choice for 
audiences - multiplexes would just empty. It is 
really a matter of supply to audience demand, 
which has never relented because with every 
film comes the potential of something new.

S u p e r -
hero films 
are known 
for being 
tremendous-
ly diverse. 
They have 
the potential 
to encompass any movie genre, from romance 
to period drama, from horror to comedy. The 
sci-fi can be dialled down to a plausible mini-
mum or it can be turned up to leave planet 
Earth altogether. There is a spectrum of mov-
ies which coexist within this single category. 
On one end, we have the playful comic tone of 
Jon Favreau’s Iron Man, and on the other, the 
solemn atmosphere of Christopher Nolan’s 
Batman trilogy. In between and beyond these 
lie innumerable possibilities.

Superheroes have evolved over the years. 
X-Men introduced them to a higher degree of 

realism, giving its would-be supers the new 
name of “mutants” and having them shunned 
by society. More recently, we have seen 2010’s 
Chronicle refreshingly challenge Uncle Ben’s 
mantra, “with great power comes great re-
sponsibility”, bestowing ordinary teenagers 
with super powers. 

The danger of superhero movies becom-
ing stale arises from their limited comic book 
source material. Imagination will be the key 
to keeping things fresh, rather than adapting 
increasingly obscure comics. Since nobody 
cares about the Green Lantern (and certainly 
not Captain Britain), DC and Marvel studios 
will happily continue to produce franchise 
reboots which will become fatigued and pre-
dictable. However, with superhero films still 
being of good quality in general, we have not 
yet reached this point. 

Yet even 
if these re-
boots are all 
the future 
holds, with 
e x c i t i n g l y 
radical shifts 
in these 

films’ tones, styles and thematic content from 
directors like Christopher Nolan, another ten 
years of superheroes will be most welcome. 
Here’s to Man of Steel.

Steven Roberts: More than enough. 
Whether we like it or not, Hollywood has de-
cided that now is the time for superheroes to 
have their heyday, and it would be unmindful 
to say they’ve all been the same. I appreciate 
that along the way we’ve encountered some 
intriguing villains, my favourites including 
Osborn senior and junior in Spiderman and 
Two Face in The Dark Knight. But at the mo-

ment, directors are saying villains are only 
interesting in so far as they are outsiders, 
defined by contrast with humdrum heroes. 
But we’re fascinated by villains – let’s give Dr. 
Strangelove superpowers

Our interest with the ‘dark side’ might 
even demand fewer superhero films and more 
film-length studies of their enemies, what 
could be called ‘villain films’. The scene where 
Osborne paces his deceased father’s study, 
fighting with the expectations of his Goblin 
antecedent are terrifying. But don’t tease us 
with a five-minute thriller of a character tran-
sition. The neat assumptions of a ‘transition’ 
are as sickening as that of a grand ‘becoming’: 
the Nazi-boy image of a young and aspiring 
Superman with fists curled in the latest trail-
er for Man of Steel makes me a little queasy. 
Filmmakers could see how never really fitted 
together, or blow up the good/bad binary by 
depicting the trials and tribulations of a villain 
under the persecution of a superhero. This 
should reveal that establishing an ‘enemy’ is 
just finger-pointing. 

Villains to one side, Hollywood mistreats 
even its superheroes. Instead of complex char-
acters, we’ve ended up with compound charac-
ters made up of two parts. But the evil shadow 

that supposedly follows heroes around, wait-
ing to consume them, is quite thin. Christian 
Bale’s graphite horned hero is far different to 
the golden boy image of Toby Maguire’s Spi-
derman, but their internal struggle with good 
and evil is essentially the same. 

The same goes for the surrogate fathers 
who try to set them on the straight and nar-
row: Alfred the butler is Uncle Ben. Bale’s 
husky speech impediment becomes as gim-
micky as Maguire’s tar-black fringe. Their 
identity problem is more of a self-image prob-
lem, and any root anxieties filial or other are 
relegated to flashbacks. 

The warlike mentality of superhero films 
is enough to make a filmgoer shudder, if they 
aren’t distracted from this by mere spectacle 
or fooled by so-called complex characters. . 
I’m rather tired of seeing what other people 
assume to be ideal images of ourselves on the 
screen. But for some reason, we fail to be frus-
trated when conflict is resolved by techno-su-
pernatural means of which we are incapable. I 
suspect that reason, which pervades box office 
top-listers The Avengers (3rd) and Iron Man 3 
(5th), is because their characters/products are 
associated with a desired state of being which 
is precisely the strategy used by TV adverts.

Have we had enough of the 
Superhero genre?
Alfie Packham and Steven Roberts debate whether 

superhero franchises have run their course. 

“Superhero films have the potential 
to encompass any movie genre...from 

horror to comedy. ”
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FOOD AND 
DRINK.
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Sitting at my desk, I have the rare experi-
ence of eating an item of food that is not 
Aldi’s average, or even Tesco’s finest, but 

actually an item of food at the very pinnacle of 
its class. Ethically and locally sourced, organi-
cally produced, made individually by hand 
with love and no preservatives, all the kinds 
of phrases that students tend to avoid like the 
plague when food shopping.

What I am in fact eating, is a chocolate 
lollipop. It’s glossy and sexy and smooth and 
it looks seductively up at me from its fancy 
cellophane wrapping. The reason I have it is 
because, as a treat to myself, I went to the York 
Chocolate Story to celebrate the end of my ex-
ams. And a treat it certainly was.

The tour began with the charismatic guide 
transporting us back to the Mayan times, all 
the way 
through to 
early 20th 
c e n t u r y 
York. At its 
peak, there 
were 14000 
people em-
ployed by 
the various 
chocolate families who set up here and, being 
Quakers, pioneered such innovations as the 
pension scheme and free healthcare for their 
workers.

The factories thrived during the war, and 
we are told of the singing production lines to 
keep the work interesting. “Pack up your trou-
bles in your old kit bag”, among many others, 
kept the factory workers going through the 
monotonous work of the making, polishing 
and packing truffles, chocolates, and Terry’s 
Chocolate Apples. Yes that’s right. The apple 
came first. Say what?

Before making my very own chocolate lol-
lipop, now sadly reduced to telltale crumbs on 
my desk, we were taught how to taste choco-

late. Not a hard task, I wouldn’t have said, but 
there is an art, some would even say a science, 
which includes the sound, taste, smell and ap-
pearance, of the chocolate. At the end of the 
day, it’s still chocolate, and I’m not going to 
complain, like the little girl also in my tour 
group, that I’m not allowed to eat it yet. I can 
wait, happy in anticipation, for it to melt in 
my mouth.

Later, I met Andrew Thwaite, head choc-
olatier at the attraction. A Yorkshireman, born 
and bred in the Dales, he has had an illustri-
ous 25 years in chocolate before joining the 
York Chocolate Story, and plenty of stories 
to tell from it. We sit in the café downstairs, 
I with my hot chocolate, and he with a mug 
of Yorkshire tea permanently cupped in his 
hand, for a chat.

He was 
o r i g i n a l l y 
spotted by 
the biggest 
c h o c o l a t e 
company in 
the world, 
Barry Calle-
baut, after 
doing a one 

day chocolate course whilst being a pastry 
chef, and loving it. “I actually blew an in-
surance policy and bought £7000 worth of 
equipment and set up in my garage at home, 
with just that one day’s experience.

“I was really fortunate to do a massive 
amount of training with them which honestly 
you couldn’t pay for. They have a number of 
chocolate academies throughout the world 
and the facilities they have are amazing. I did 
about three months in France, a couple of 
months in Belgium and a bit in Switzerland 
as well.

“For chocolate work in France in gener-
al, it’s not a profession; it’s a way of life. The 
French take it to a different level.” Being head 

chocolatier in the York Chocolate Story also 
means that he is given a virtually free rein to 
do what he likes. “I get paid to stand upstairs 
and talk to people about something that I 
love, and I get to play with chocolate all day. 
It’s fabulous.”

What I find the most fascinating thing to 
learn throughout my day, is the huge variety of 
chocolate that can be found. As Andrew says, 
“people think of chocolate as milk, dark and 
white, but nobody really realises how many 

different types of chocolate there are; thou-
sands and thousands.” The sample we had on 
my tour was Ghanaian, and we almost strayed 
into the inner depths of wine tasting in our 
descriptions. The Ghanaian cocoa bean, for 
example, has a smokier taste than most choc-
olate, with undertones of peat. I need to exer-
cise my taste buds more, clearly.

I ask Andrew about his most outrageous 
commission in chocolate, and he tells me 
about a 21st birthday present he was tasked 

“There’s such a lot people 
don’t understand about choco-

late, it still keeps its mystery.”

Andrew’s Spaghetti Bolognese with a Chocolate Twist

Ingredients (serves 2)

2 onions
1 tablespoon of olive oil

2 cloves garlic
! tablespoon of dried basil

A pinch of salt and black pepper
3tbsp tomato puree

450g (1lb) lean mince
2 tins chopped tomatoes

400g (13oz) spaghetti
1 teaspoon of cocoa powder

1 tablespoon of grated dark chocolate

Method:

1. Peel the onions and heat olive oil in a deep frying pan to a 
medium heat
2. Add onions to the pan and slowly soften making sure that 
they do not burn 
3. Once softened add garlic, basil, salt, pepper, tomato puree 
and the teaspoon of cocoa powder. Stir constantly for a couple 
of minutes  
4. Add minced beef and fry until it is brown and incorporated 
into the sauce 
5. Add in 2 cans of tomatoes and bring to a simmer. When the 
liquid starts to bubble, reduce the heat slightly and simmer 
gently for 30-40 minutes, stirring occasionally 
6. While the sauce is simmering, cook spaghetti and drain 
into a serving dish
7. Once the spaghetti is cooked, increase the heat on the spa-
ghetti until the sauce becomes rich and thick 
8. Add sauce to the spaghetti and sprinkle in the tablespoon 
of grated dark chocolate.

PHOTO COURTESY OF YORK CHOCOLATE STORY

Welcome to the world of the Master Chocolatier
Andrew Thwaite, head chocolatier, tells Helena 

Parker about the York Chocolate Story and life-

size chocolate rowing boats.

PHOTO CREDIT: LEE MCCOY





I’ll be blunt- I really hate summer. And 
while it’s very British to complain about 

all weather (though, we seem to think it 
makes an excellent conversation starter), 
I can’t help but see summer as positing 
its own unique form of tyranny. Beyond 
the supposedly aesthetic bliss that illumi-
nates these months, the season also brings 
with it some rather peculiar sights. Just 
this morning, I had the pleasure of meet-
ing a group of beer-bellied middle aged 
men, brandishing a curious combination 
of tattoos consisting of bikini clad women 
sitting on love hearts inscribed with the 
word “mum”. Somehow, they didn’t find 
this disturbing.

Perhaps it’s a certain degree of envy. For 
despite my Indian heritage, I’ve never 

quite been able to bear continual heat. 
While I might avoid the bright pink scars 
of sunburn, the Heavenly Father did have 
some other tricks up his sleeve. No better 
a prankster than he, to put my fellow In-
dian brothers in the hottest place in the 
world, before covering them in hair. As 

a result, I’ve now reached a stage where 
even climbing to the top of library bridge 
results in perspiration marks so large that 
even York’s coveted ‘gymLADS’ would be 
challenged.

It’s not just the physical effects of the sun 
of course. Summer on campus also re-

sults in quite strange behaviour from stu-
dent. Rearing its ugly head during the very 
peak of exam season, it’s unsurprising that 
otherwise rational students behave errati-
cally. Whether deciding to skinny dip in 
the campus lake, or eat a piece of goose 
poo for £15.00 (seriously?), the few days 
in which the ‘British Summer’ takes place, 
is also the time when students also seem 
to lose their minds. “Oh, it’s summer, stop 
being so cynical!” I hear you say. Well, 
who asked for your opinion anyway? And 
that brings me onto another point - sum-
mer is also terrible because we actually 
HAVE to interact with people. Where in 
the winter months, we can venture out-
side in the knowledge that most people 
will be cooped up in their flats or houses, 

and where the atmosphere is so deathly 
that a natural equilibrium of contact and 
isolation can easily be set, the sudden 
emergence of summer completely de-
stroys that. Now, I can’t even go and buy a 
pint of milk without a forced conversation 
with my neighbour - a lovely lady for sure, 
but there’s only so many conversations 
one can have about lizards...

So it’s puzzling how everyone seems to 
be telling me, “enjoy the summer!”. 

Rather than this idyllic paradise that 
they’ve no doubt lifted from the backdrop 
of Winnie the Pooh, the summer season 
rather resembles a horrific dystopia - one 
where the general rules of decorum 
and reserved decency that make so-
ciety operate efficiently come to a 
halt. Instead, we find ourselves 
in an unpredictable, hipster 
dominated banana republic 
under the auspices of the sun 
itself. I don’t know about you 
all, but October can’t come soon 
enough.

The Student Notebook
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The Campus Crack Tea and Troubles.
Dear Sophie,

Hussein Kesvani
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My friends and I are going to a 
festival in Croatia this summer, where 
they will all be taking a lot of drugs. It’s 
not that I don’t agree with it, I just don’t 
like the effects. How can I avoid taking 
anything without looking like a prude?

Take Calpol. Bring as many bottles 
as you can, and just tell your friends that 
they have got it wrong experimenting 
with such hard-core substances; children’s 
medicine is where it’s at. To be honest, 
many would agree that a sugar high is 
as good as any, and at least you don’t get 
the horrendous come-down the next day. 
Young generations seem to be all about 
bringing back quirks from their Nough-
ties childhoods, so I don’t see how hav-
ing a bottle of Calpol at the ready on the 
dance-floor is going to harm your street 
cred at all.

I am moving home to live with my 
parents once term ends and I’m dread-
ing it because they still treat me like a 
child and things get very fraught. What 
can I do?

Be a child. Act the way they treat you, 
which appears to be a ten year old version 
of yourself. Squeeze into your old clothes, 
refuse to acknowledge that you know how 
to cook or do any household chores, and 
your parents will be wishing they treated 
you like an adult in no time. Parents find 
it very difficult to let go, and accept the 
fact that you’re all grown up now because 
then they’d have to focus on their own 

problems. If this doesn’t work though, I’m 
afraid you’ll just have to get a job dear, so 
you can move into your own place.

I’ve heard there’s this thing called 
the ‘Gold Rush’, where third years get 
with as many people as they can before 
they leave. What’s the alternative to his 
hell?

Try the ‘Pub Rush’. Let’s face it there 
are more pubs than people in York so I 
think if you want to be promiscuous with 
anything, it should be with the local brew-
eries. Before you leave York, it ought to be 
mandatory for graduates to lock lips with 
as many different pints as possible. That’s 
what the city has got to offer, so make the 
most of it. You’d be a fool to think that this 
town’s strength was it’s anorak wearing- 
Vanbrugh canteen dwelling- archaeology 
kids waiting to pull in Willow. Be proud to 
have pulled a different pint, not a bird, for 
every day of the year. 

BRA
N

D
O

N
 SEA

G
ER

PantSoc were left with their trousers 

down aftr being spotted saluting in a 

less than auspicious manner... They in-

sisted to our reporter that they were 

innocently acting as penguins as part of 

a warm-up routine. Perhaps they should 

keep half an eye on the news.

PHOTO CREDIT: DAN HOLLAND



As President Obama pledges 
that the United States will 
provide military aid to the 

‘Syrian Opposition’ in its ongoing 
battle against Bashar al Assad, the 
question we currently face is not 
“should we intervene in Syria?” but 
rather, “what is the best method in 
which to do so?”

Why did it take so long to come 
to such a decision? For the most 
part, late involvement was heavily 
reflective of the change in the per-
ception of ‘intervention’ within po-
litical discourse. 

On one side of the spectrum we 
have the ‘Kosovo’ example - a largely 
successful intervention led by Tony 
Blair, then Prime Minister, precipi-
tated on a doctrine of moral and 
civic responsibility within an inter-
national community. On the other 
side, we have the examples of Iraq 
and Afghanistan; while under simi-
lar ideological auspices, these both 
ultimately failed in bringing about 
the desired humanitarian and po-
litical changes. 

The hesitance of the United 
States therefore represents a recali-
bration of the notions of humanitar-
ian intervention. Indeed, this was 
the case when Obama laid out the 
conditions of such procedures; the 
so called ‘red line’, whereby exter-
nal involvement would depend on 
whether any side had broken the 
proper ‘conduct’ of civil war. 

Far from Blair’s rationale con-

cerning human casualties and vul-
nerabilities, or Bush’s rhetoric on 
liberation, the current adminis-
tration defines its responsibilities 
purely in light of the conduct of war. 
While appearing distant to his pre-
decessor, Obama cannot escape the 
fact that since 2011, over 93,000 
people have died, many who were 
innocent civilians and children.

With evidence that chemical 
gas has been used, the West must 
once again confront possible scenar-
ios of intervention. On the one hand 
is the moral case; with an unprec-
edented number of fatalities in any 
recent civil war, the human costs of 
combat will be evident in Syria for 
generations. This might be negated 
in the opposition were succeeding. 

However, as pro-Assad forces 
capture key cities like Qusair and 
intensify their attacks in Homs and 
Hama, the disorganised, conflicting 
Opposition look unlikely to pose a 
real challenge. Further, through ac-
cess to weapons from neighbouring 
countries sympathetic to the gov-
ernment, it is not entirely unlikely 
that Assad may emerge more draco-

nian and vengeful. 
So long as the war continues, 

not only will there be more fatalities, 
but the risk that a post-war Syria 
may find itself a failed state, ridden 
with poverty and destitution.

Though this might stand, the 
real problems lie in practice. Un-
derstandably, there are fears that 
arming the rebels will run the risk 
of repeating the 70’s, arming rebel 
fighters associated with global Ji-
hadist groups. At the same time, 
there have also been voices of con-
cern suggesting that Syria should 
not become the playing field in 
which the West conducts a proxy 
war. And while these arguments 
must be considered, we should look 
beyond a parochial analysis of cyni-
cal geopolitical interests.

For Syria’s war is not simply an 
internal matter. In fact, its longevity 
has much to do with the influence of 
neighbouring forces, especially Iran 
and Russia. In providing arms and 
resources to Assad’s men, they also 
hope to exploit the chaos in order to 
assert their influence, even at the ex-
pense of more innocent lives.

To such entities, bloodshed does 
not represent the regrettable scars of 
war, but rather a sacrifice necessary 
to attain hegemony over the region. 
It is these efforts that are the most 
harrowing of all, for they reduce the 
civil war to a game of chess, in which 
the winning side eventually calls the 
shots. Regardless of the outcome, 

the large majority of Syrian people 
will be without a voice or adequate 
representation.

There is still hope, but only if 
the West can deal with the ghosts of 
its past. Limited intervention that 
operates as a security buffer, provid-
ing a capacity in which both pro and 
anti government forces can negoti-
ate remains the most effective path 
to attaining some form of peace. 

The advantages of this ap-
proach, sometimes referred to as the 
“light footprint”, lies in that rather 
than overtly forcing regime change 
through aggressive, monolithic doc-
trines, it places more emphasis in 
providing channels in which post-
war social transitions may be more 

easily achieved.
Though arming rebel groups 

may deliver some benefits, it is likely 
they will be short lived. After all, his-
tory has shown that more often than 
not, the most turbulent parts of any 
conflict take place in the bleak after-
math of combat. Surely if we wish 
to see Syria rebuild and thrive, we 
should ensure that it is provided the 
infrastructure and the safeguards in 

!e West are best placed to intervene in Syria

Comment

The Roman amphitheatre 
maintains a place in popu-
lar history, fodder for such 

films and television shows as Ridley 
Scott’s Gladiator or the BBC’s Rome.  
Our modern sensibilities find it fas-
cinating, yet perverse, that human 
beings derived some sort of satis-
faction out of watching their fellow 
man being killed. Individuals were 
used as objects to provide entertain-
ment and pleasure to the masses.

 Last week, in the final of this 
year’s Britain’s Got Talent, Natalie 
Holt, who was already on the stage 
as a miming violist, pelted eggs at 
Simon Cowell. In an article for The 
Guardian, she justified her throw-
ing of the eggs, which were primarily 
from the perspective of one involved 
in the music industry, because “Re-
ality TV talent shows are not the 
way to discover the next Beatles, or 
to nurture talented musicians and 
entertainers.” The final is the most 
watched programme of this year, av-
eraging 11.1 million viewers.

 The question of whether Brit-
ain’s Got Talent damages the indus-
try is not within my remit. What is 
troubling about talent shows of this 
ilk is that like the amphitheatre, 
these shows and their audience are 
content with exploiting individuals 
to provide entertainment. Whether 
indeed television talent shows con-

stitute the modern day amphithea-
tre. 

 X Factor has taken up the man-
tle of the nation’s number one sing-
ing competition. In this show, and I 
presume the same is the case with 
Britain’s Got Talent, there is a stage 
before the televised auditions where 
contestants perform in front of the 
producers. In this preliminary stage, 
producers not only identify those 
with genuine talent, but also those 
who are clearly devoid of any. 

Those that have delusions about 
their ability are prime material to be 
put on stage and laughed at. In the 
2008 X Factor final, all the misfits 
from the audition phase were pa-
raded on stage like circus animals 
as they performed a terrible rendi-
tion of ‘I Believe In Angels’ by West-
life (an ironic song-choice?). Such a 
process is shamelessly dehumanis-
ing, saying that those with talent are 
worth more than those without.

Whether it is the amphitheatre 

or television talent shows, the indi-
vidual is utterly expendable. In the 
former, a gladiator is only useful so 
long as they are able to remain alive. 
In the latter, the contestant is only 
useful until the public or the judges 
decide that they are no longer re-
quired. There is no obligation of care 
on the show’s behalf to look after 
their failed contestants. The mental-
health problems of Susan Boyle ex-
posed this.

 In both the amphitheatre and 
television talent shows, for those that 
pass through all the gruelling stages, 
the promise of eternal glory awaits. 
Contestants get a transient taste of 
the high life. Jahmene Douglas, a 
finalist in last year’s X Factor, com-
mented that “now I have had a taste 
of this new life, I can’t imagine going 
back to the supermarket.” But the 
presumption that ‘fame’ and ‘glory’ 
are the golden ticket to happiness 
and self-worth are one the greatest 
fallacies of the human condition.

The similarities between the 
amphitheatre and television talent 
shows indicate a remarkable conti-
nuity in how human beings derive 
pleasure. In both, individuals are to 
be discarded once it is deemed that 
their capacity to entertain has end-
ed. Any smugness about the back-
wardness of our Roman ancestors is 
rank hypocrisy. 

Television talent shows are the 
modern-day Amphitheatre

Adam 
Seldon

Hussein 
Kesvani

93,000 people have been 

killed in the Syria conflict 

since 2011, and the West 

have no choice other than to 

intervene

      The West must 
once again confront 
possible scenarios 
of intervention

“ !”
       Why did it 
take so long to 
come to such a 
decision?

“

Especially pleased to see liberation net-
works, colleges and welfare teams celebrat-
ed so publically. Very happy Welfare O"cer.

@YUSU_Welfare
Bob Hughes

Discussion on PM about lack of women on bank 
notes. Am I using di#erent notes to everyone else? 
Every single one of mine has a woman on...

@NickThornsby 
Nick Thornsby

My vote goes to the egg-thrower. #BGT

@piersmorgan
Piers Morgan

13 June

11 June

8 June

NelsonMandela
The Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory

“I am fundamentally an optimist. Whether 
that comes from nature or nurture, I cannot 
say” 

@NelsonMandela
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      Their audience 
are content with 
exploiting indi-
viduals to provide 
entertainment  
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Politics 
Data shows that students from the 
South still dominate Oxbridge
NEW DATA has shown that the un-
dergraduate places at Cambridge 
and Oxford universities are still 
dominated by students from the 
South.

More students from Surrey 
went to Oxbridge last year than 
Wales, and the North-East region of 
England combined, according to a 
report in The Guardian. Despite the 
fact that 319 more applications were 
received from Wales and the North-
East than from Surrey. 

 Divisions were seen to be most 
acute in the capital. One London 
borough, Barnet, had 130 offers of 
Oxbridge places from just 408 ap-
plications last year. 

By comparison Dudley in the 
West Midlands had just 61 appli-
cants and 13 offers.

Richmond upon Thames, Kens-
ington and Chelsea, and the City of 
London  sent more than 25 students 
to Oxbridge per 1,000 16 to 17-year-
olds in 2012. This differs dramati-
cally to the average of just over 2.5 
students per 1,000 for England and 
Wales as a whole.

Anglesey, Flintshire and Mid-
dlesbrough had the overall lowest 
acceptance rates.

The most damning figures il-
lustrate that  the local authorities in 
the wealthier parts of the South of 
England accounted for 30% of ad-
missions to Oxford and Cambridge 
in 2012. The top ten authorities 

Hassan Rouhani wins Iran Elections
Hussein Kesvani
POLITICAL REPORTER
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Outgoing  President Ahmadinejad’s time has been extremely controversial
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                        RANDOM PLACES

Neil Johnston
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S.TORE

Despite criticism, Oxford and Cambridge maintain to admit more southern students than northern ones

!e O"ce of the Inde-
pendent Adjudicator 
(OIA) has recorded a 25% 
increase in complaints 
made by university 
students since last year. 
Early analysis suggests that 
the increase comes in light 
of last year’s rise in tuition 
fees.

                                      

  
A number of universities 
across the UK have made 
moves to ban Payday Loan 
Lenders. Research con-
ducted by the National 
Union of Students (NUS) 
show that around 10% of 
vulnerable students are at 
risk of acquiring high debt 
repayments.

  

Bosnian Serb students 
have staged anti-govern-
ment protests, demanding 
the government provide 
a#ordable housing, higher 
education opportunities 
and greater assistance in 
combating corruption. 
Youth unemployment in 
Bosnia currently ranks at 
over 20%.

Student
Hack

DE SALLE UNIVERSITY

PIRANO BOB R

were Surrey, Kent, Hertfordshire, 
Essex, Hampshire, Richmond upon 
Thames, Buckinghamshire, Barnet, 
Oxfordshire and Cambridgeshire. 
Between them they won more than 
1,500 of the 5,100 places at the two 
Universities in 2012.

All these figures illustrate the 
prevalence of geography as an ad-
ditional factor that should be con-
sidered along with the complex mix 

of race, sex and social background 
when critiquing the Oxbridge ad-
mission processes.

These results also mirror those 
found in the Halifax Rural Areas of 
Quality of Life Survey which con-
cluded that nowhere in Northern 
England, North Ireland, Scotland or 
Wales   made the top fifty of regions 
with the highest quality of life.

 The survey takes into account 

jobs, life expectancy, health and 
housing. 

Despite Oxbridge achieving a 
per cent higher than their set quota 
for state school intake in 2012, this 
data illustrates that geographical in-
equalities in terms of quality of life 
still restricts the application process 
of Britain’s most elite universities 
in terms of achieving the most fair 
outcome. 

THE CENTRIST candidate Has-
san Rouhani has won last Saturday’s 
elections in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, after appealing to both con-
servative and reform-minded voters 
on his platform of “hope and pru-
dence”. 

A cleric, scholar and state repre-
sentative, Rouhani won the election 
by taking just over 50 per cent of the 
popular vote, with second place go-
ing to Tehran’s former Mayor Mo-
hammed Qalibaf, whose vote share 
totalled at just under 17 per cent. 

The Minister of the Interior has 
reported that last week’s election re-
corded one of the highest turnouts 
in the Republic’s history, with over 
70 per cent of Iranians registered at 
the polls. 

Of the six presidential candi-
dates selected by Iran’s Guardian 
Council, Rouhani was widely seen 
as the most progressive candidate. 

In campaign rallies and speech-
es, he pledged to free political pris-
oners and journalists, while taking 
further steps to negotiate with the 
West, especially on the Nuclear is-
sue.

 He also proposed a number of 
reforms to help Iran’s economy, in-

cluding greater investment into in-
frastructure and education.

Despite Rouhani’s victory, there 
has been a substantial degree of 
scepticism from the international 
community. No foreign observers 
were present to monitor this years 
elections, raising concerns that the 
final tallies were unfair. 

Additionally, some media 

sources have noted that Rouhani’s 
prior association with the supreme 
council may have influenced the 
outcome of the election. 

While attempting to sepa-
rate himself from his predecessor, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Rou-
hani’s victory has not been without 
concern. While congratulating the 
victory, Israeli President Benjamin 

Netanyahu expressed the need for 
caution, stating: “Let us not delude 
ourselves. The international com-
munity must not become caught up 
in wishes and be tempted to relax 
the pressure on Iran to stop its nu-
clear program”. 

He went on to say that while 
Ahmadinejad had been replaced, it 
was ultimately the Supreme Ayotol-
lah Khameini who confirmed the 
Republic’s final decisions.

Talking to the Press Corps this 
week, Rouhani will undoubtedly 
face questions on both the Nuclear 
Programme as well as the ongoing 
conflicts within the region, espe-
cially in Syria. 

Early reports from Syria’s oppo-
sition groups have urged for drastic 
policy changes, particularly drawing 
back from unconditional support 
for pro-government forces.

Speaking from Istanbul, the 
Syrian Coalition said: “With its con-
tinued support for Assad, Iran has 
used all political, military, and eco-
nomic means to block Syrians from 
achieving democracy and freedom”.

Iran’s stock exchange and cur-
rency markets reacted positively to 
the victory, with the index rising by 
2 per cent, while the Rial strength-
ened by 9 per cent against the U.S 
Dollar.

RINKJUSTICE
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history as a nation, and even more 
so because we tried to sweep it un-
der the carpet by attempting to de-
stroy the files which pertained to the 
events. We must however consider 
the graver consequences of yielding 
to the easy practice of simply throw-
ing money at difficulties. 

At some point, every one of us 
will be both the subject and pro-
tagonist of history. Whilst the Mau 
Mau were victimised, they also 
perpetrated atrocities, even if they 
were freedom fighters, as it has been 
acknowledged by the government.  
Leading from this, correcting every 

historical injustice or wrong is un-
tenable. If we were to accept that all 
abuses should be addressed, then in 
theory, why do we still allow struc-
tures like Auschwitz, like symbolise 
pain and suffering to remain open? 
Understandably, the victims of the 
Holocaust see it as a physical re-
minder of the capacity of man’s evil 
to man, but if we were to operate on 
the principle of morally correcting 
such wrongs, others might argue 
(I don’t particularly take this view 
myself ) that it should have been de-
molished alongside Germany’s repa-

Mary O’Connor

Last week, William Hague an-
nounced an out-of-court 
settlement between the UK 

government and four Kenyans who 
were tortured during the Mau Mau 
uprising in the 1950s. 

After months of wrangling over 
legal technicalities, the Foreign Sec-
retary acknowledged Britain’s role 
in the abuses, agreeing to compen-
sate those who had been left scarred 
by colonial legacies, with a payment 
of £19.9 million. 

Aside from the legal praise 
of the case as a victory for human 
rights, this payout raises longer 
term considerations, namely in the 
closing of colonial scars through the 
giving of said reparations and the 
propensity this case has to engender 
a trend of payouts to compensate all 
manner of historical wrongs.

Typically, the announcement of 
the figure was met with a divided 
reaction. Whilst legal practitioners 
acknowledged the move as a land-
mark gesture in making amends for 
the abuses of Empire, other Ken-
yans suggested that the figure was 
not nearly enough to cover the steep 
legal costs nor, more precisely, the 
number of victims. 

The exact number of cases yet 
to be heard is unknown, but the in-
dication that £19.9m is to be split 
between 5,238 claimants is reason-
able ground to suggest there could 
yet still be a high number of victims 
still to be compensated. Undeniably, 
this was an atrocious episode in our 

British immigration laws have 
come under severe scrutiny 
after complaints of families 

being kept apart. As it stands, the 
British immigration law states that 
if a British worker wants to spon-
sor a non-EU visa, they have to 
earn £18,600 a year. This rises to 
£22,400 to sponsor a child, and an 
additional £2,400 for every child  
there after.  

When asked to comment on the 
fees, the government have support-
ed the principle, saying that if peo-
ple want to bring their spouse over 
here to live, the tax payer should not 
have to pay for it. 

This, I think, is a fair statement; 
the tax payer shouldn’t have to fork 
out for the world and his wife. Yet 
in practice, the system really does 
seem unjust. The first problem it 
seems is that it is very one sided. De-
spite the couple being married, it is 
the British resident who has to earn 
the money. 

One example on Channel 4 told 
the story of an Australian national 
earning £250,000 a year in Dubai, 
who was unable to come back to live 
with his wife because she herself 
does not work. This to me seems 
ludicrous. Why, if the couple are 
married, should one person have 
to earn it all? Surely if there is a 

Mau Mau compensation controversy 

ration payments to Israel.
Britain’s acknowledgement that 

the Empire has left indelible stains 
on Kenyan history, particularly in 
the abuses of the Mau Mau is un-
derpinned by the compensation 
pay-out.  As one of the four claim-
ants commented, it was not so much 
about the money, and more about 
the fact that history has now been 
re-written, and he is now a freedom-

fighter, and not a ‘rebel.’ The lasting 
scars on their bodies show that his-
tory can never be entirely re-writ-
ten, but that it can be contextualised 
and learnt from.

 Whilst the financial payments 
will go some way to aid in closing 
the colonial scars of abuse, and the 
legacy of socio-economic exploita-
tion, they cannot bring about the 
community and international heal-

Foreign Secretary William Hague has offered Kenyan Mau Maus nearly £20 million in compensation

    THE GUARDIAN

ing process that needs to take place. 
A forum, similar to that of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Committee set 
up in South Africa, needs to be cre-
ated where victims and perpetra-
tors from both nations can discuss 
and come to terms with events. 
Although there were weaknesses 
in the South African Committee, it 
illustrates an effective attempt at 
communal binding. 

means for the pair to get a visa, and 
as long as the taxpayer isn’t paying 
it all, shouldn’t they be allowed to 
purchase one? I don’t think anyone 
would have a problem with people 
paying their own way. 

In addition, by paying to be here 
perhaps they are proving even more 

that they want to be in the country, 
something which I think can’t be a 
bad thing.  

The problem is that at the mo-
ment the cost of doing this is sim-
ply too high. Even when you do 
earn a lot of money it is hard to find 
£62,500 worth of savings to meet 

the threshold or even that level of 
investment. 

I saw another example in which 
a woman with both complicated 
health issues and young children 
was unable to work full time. For 
her it is very hard to earn £18,600 a 
year. Actually it is for many. Around 

47% of British people earn less than 
£18,600, affecting those in the 
health care and service industry the 
most. Others who are greatly affect-
ed are carers: people looking after 
children and the elderly. It’s a sad 
fact that a single parent would have 
to work around 70 hours a week on 
minimum wage just to be able to 
bring their spouse over to this coun-
try. It seems that the couple, as they 
are married, have made the ultimate 
choice that they want to be together, 
they should thus be funding it to-
gether.  

It makes it even worse when 
you consider what effect this has on 
the child. With one parent working 
full time and the other absent in an-
other country a child could end up 
seeing neither parent. This can’t be 
the stable home that the govern-
ment wants to promote. 

To have any hope of having the 
care of both of their parents they’d 
have to sacrifice seeing their parents 
at the present. In an ideal situation a 
child would have the income of both 
parents to support it. It seems silly 
to support a single mother on ben-
efits, when a whole family would be 
able to fund themselves. Surely this 
is a burden to the tax payer? Chil-
dren shouldn’t be without their par-
ents, married couples shouldn’t be 
kept apart, and the stress of earning 
enough money shouldn’t be put on 
one person. 

Immigration rules need to change 
Rosie Shields 

Having to earn £18,600 a year is stopping non-European partners from gaining visas and is splitting families 

Politics

MINK

       History 
can never be 
entirely re-
written

“   
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Dilan Gurgur

What began as a peaceful 
protest, to save one of Is-
tanbul city centre’s last 

remaining green spaces, has trans-
formed into a violent countrywide 
uprising. 

Thousands of other protest-
ers gathered on Monday in Taksim 
Square, the symbolic heart of the 
protests that erupted into violent 
clashes on Friday. People in Ankara 
and !zmir gathered on the streets 
to support the resistance in Istan-
bul. Demonstrations spread to other 
cities where citizens faced more bru-
tality and hostility from police. 

Protestors gathered from all 
across the country, from all differ-
ent backgrounds, ideologies and re-
ligions. The protests are still going 
on, and many Turks are taking pride 
in the nature of a broad mass move-
ment that isn’t drowned in party 
politics. 

There is an element of irony 
surfacing  in Turkey. As Erdogan 
was recorded as telling Mubarak, 
the Egyptian dictator, before his fall 
“no government can survive against 
the will of its people”. 

 The same man dismissed the 
civil movements in his country as 
looters. Erdogan sent the army back 
to its barracks and pushed back the 
power of Turkey’s deep state. 

The country has witnessed a 
media blackout in the press. Protes-
tors have turned to social media to 
communicate information to one 
another over the past two weeks and 
photos of police brutality towards 
protesters quickly flooded the Inter-
net. 

In one day, two million tweets 
were sent using #direngeziparki (re-
sistgezipark) hashtag. Erdogan, the 
Turkish Prime Minister, said social 
media was ‘spreading lies’, calling it 
“the worst menace to society”.

 The move by the government 
and social media could not be more 
different and confused. Indeed for 
15 days now, the response of Er-

“Plots against us made in 
secret so have to combat 
them secretly ...but lawfully 
says Hague #Prism”

“But if anyone thinks I’m 
concentrating on doing 
‘deals’ for 2015 and throw-
ing UKIP away they’re 
much mistaken.”

“!e Guardian’s bid to break 
America appears to be rather 
more literal than I "rst un-
derstood.”

“Michael Gove is the only 
true revolutionary in parlia-
ment, and Labour knows it.”

dogan has been teargas and water 
cannon. 

Erdogan’s response to the pro-
tests then remained uncompromis-
ing. “It’s over,” the Prime Minister 
told members of his Justice and De-
velopment Party (AKP) on Tuesday, 
as police were trying to force pro-
testers from Taksim Square.

 “Be warned: we will not toler-
ate it any more.” As he spoke, Tak-
sim Square, the protest hub, resem-
bled a battle scene, swathed in acrid 
smoke as police dispersed tens of 
thousands of protesters chanting 
“Erdogan, resign!” and “Resistance!” 
on the worst night of violence. 

Despite riot police and bull-
dozers demolishing protest tents, 
demonstrators returned to the area 
last week. The government seems to 

rapidly be losing both their power 
and of course the people’s confi-
dence. 

A heavy police presence re-
mained in the square, whilst thou-
sands of weary demonstrators took 
refuge in the park. Four people, 
including a policeman, have died 
during this unrest. Almost 5000 

demonstrators, many of whom are 
young and middle-class, have been 
injured. 

The protests had been hijacked 

by “an illegal uprising against the 
rule of democracy”, the Prime Min-
ister said. 

Still millions remain outraged 
by the violent reaction of their gov-
ernment to a peaceful protest aimed 
at saving Istanbul’s Gezi Park. Over 
the course of Prime Minister Er-
dogan’s ten-year term, Turkish citi-
zens have witnessed a steady erosion 
of their civil rights and freedoms. 

Arrests of numerous journal-
ists, artists, and elected officials and 
restrictions on freedom of speech, 
minorities’ and women’s rights all 
demonstrate that the ruling party is 
not serious about democracy. 

Time and again, the Prime Min-
ister has mocked and trivialized his 
nation’s concerns while Turkish me-
dia has remained shamefully silent.

@DPJHodges

@bbcnickrobinson

@Nigel_Farage

@DeborahJaneOrr

@frasernelson
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   EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

    Millions are 
outraged by the 
violent reaction of 
their government

“
!”
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Turkey facing violent national uprising

Nouse Events: Implementation key  in welfare debate

“Nick Gri#n and his good 
friend the Prime Minister 
of Syria. Appearing on a 
Euro election lea$et near 
you in 2014.” 

Peaceful protests by citizens are being met with violence and secrecy from the government and the media 

Should a single working man 
fund a family on £26,000 in 
benefits? Why is the welfare 

process so useless? How can you 
balance the North-South divide? 
These were among the questions 
discussed this past Friday when 
Nouse Events co-hosted a meeting 
of minds from around the UK as 
part of the University’s Festival of 
Ideas. Think tank directors, jour-
nalists, and academics descended 
on York for a day full of talks, begin-
ning with Julia Unwin the CEO of 
the Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
CEO and featuring Lord Sainsbury, 
the billionaire businessman, as the 
evening drew to a close.

Uninhibited by the anxieties 
of student embarrassment some 
of these entertained the crowd as 
much as any panellist, with their 
impassioned, unrestrained and fre-
quently uninvited diatribes. Among 
the panellists, the tussle between 
crusading Harriet Sergeant and 

resolute Zoe Williams over wel-
fare highlighted one of the modern 
state’s greatest challenges – how to 
justly and effectively help people 
seek work.

Williams saw few problems 
with the system itself, arguing wel-
fare skivers were almost entirely a 
product of false, government-led 
portrayals. Her assertions that work 
always pays and no one on ben-
efits misspends money designated 
for improving their job prospects-
seemed in opposition to the count-
less stories of recent years, with 
few more useful than Ser-
geant’s recent book on her 
three years with a South 
London gang.

She told of how one 
member did finally find 
work, but then immediately 
became liable for half a doz-
en taxes. With zero-
hours contracts 
now dominant, 
he quickly lost 
it, and ended 

up in court liable for council tax ar-
rears. Worse, the monolithic com-
puter system was too inert to turn 
his benefits back on, leaving him 
penniless for weeks. It’s a familiar 
and maddening tale, and, as usual 
in politics, it is barely discussed. Im-
plementation is second to rhetoric 
and policy, with the vital cog - sign-
ing up private companies to deliver 
the system - left to the civil service.

While Paul Johnson, direc-
tor of the Institute for Fiscal Stud-
ies, noted that universal credit is a 

laudable attempt to correct the 
many uncoordinated benefits 
that help make the system 
so impossible, past attempts 
to farm mass computer sys-
tems out to the private sec-
tor have failed spectacularly. 

The National Programme 
for IT in the NHS has cost 

over £6.5bn and has 
failed to deliver 

the universal 
coordination 
of healthcare 

IT it promised. The Department for 
Health have been left paying private 
sector companies, like BT and CSC, 
with contracts more expensive to 
terminate than complete 

Unsurprisingly, the delivery of 
universal credit has fallen behind 
schedule. First announced in 2010, 
a pilot is still yet to be launched, 
with promises of one beginning in 
October 2013 and a pie-in-the-sky 
hope of delivery by 2017. The pro-
gramme is on its third executive in 
less than as many years. As usual the 
delivery of a major IT system is in 
shambles, leaving the policy minu-
tiae debated on morning shows and 
the House benches irrelevant and 
abstract.

A host of other topics were 
touched on during the day, with 
Lord Sainsbury advocating state 
funding of parties, echoing Sir 
Christopher Kelly’s recommenda-
tion of recent years. The Festival is 
running until June 29th, with Brain 
Sewell and Melvin Bragg among its 
many notable upcoming guests.

Harry Lambert 
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These past few weeks has seen 
lobbying hit the headlines 
once again, as MP Patrick 

Mercer  was the first Tory MP to 
resign as the party’s whip, when a 
BBC investigation suggested he had 
been lobbying on behalf of business 
interests in Fiji. He was followed by 
Tim Yeo, who was filmed suggesting 
he knew “all the key players in the 
UK government.”

David Cameron has thus come 
under pressure to distance himself 
from lobbyists and the actions of 
Mercer and Yeo. Whilst he should 
absolutely condemn the acts of 
those individuals, the act of lobby-
ing itself is something that should 
not be considered a misdemeanour.

Lobbying itself is nothing new. 
Groups and individuals have been 
lobbying governments for eons. 
Indeed, the recent scandals should 
not distract from the fact that lob-
bying does not distort, but inform 
and enhance Parliamentary debate. 

In fact, lobbying is core to the 

work of MPs and that it has ac-
quired its dirty image is nothing 
to do with ordinary MPs, but a few 
individuals who have put personal 
gain ahead of informed Parliamen-
tary debate. 

MPs are not simply lobbied by 

large multi-national businesses, 
no, they are lobbied by teachers, 
wildlife campaigners, and people 
campaigning against and for wind 
farms. Indeed they are lobbied by 
ordinary constituents who go to 
MP’s surgeries every so often. 

There are rules for lobbying, 
and they are very simply under-
stood. MPs must not accept pay-
ment for lobbying in parliament 
when they are already being paid to 
do so by taxpayers. They should also 
declare any financial conflicts of in-
terest and register payments. 

Whilst I am not exactly a fan of 
all members of the Houses of Par-

liament, to dismiss all MPs as cor-
rupt, crooked and careless is frankly 
wrong. Nevertheless, the whole 
scandal has undermined democracy 
in this country,  and David Cameron 
must act swiftly and effectively to 
put this right. 

Whilst I do not advocate ban-
ning lobbying at the highest level, 
more must be done to improve 
transparency. This not only in-
cludes the highest echelons of the 
Conservative Party, but also the 
funding relationship between the 

Labour Party and the Trade Unions. 
Select Committee Chairs are a 

case in point. They are rightly paid 
for the considerable amount of ex-
tra work entailed but there must be 
a change to ensure that these influ-
ential positions are free from con-
flicts of interest. 

Do we therefore need a register 
or list of lobbyists? On the surface 
this seems a good idea, it would im-
prove transparency, however, the 
problem comes in how we define a 
lobbyist. Should we include chari-

ties, a group of schools or youth 
clubs meeting their MPs, a repre-
sentative of the motor industry or 
a group of underrepresented in-
dividuals campaigning for animal 
rights? As we can see, it is far easier 
to suggest who should definitely be 
considered a lobbyist, than who ab-
solutely should not. 

What is needed is a mechanism 
by which MPs and peers can record 
when they have received outside 
help in the drafting of parliamenta-
ry questions and early day motions 
and it should be absolutely clear 
not just whether they have any per-
sonal financial conflict of interest, 
but whether that extends to family 
members. 

Should MPs break the rules, 
the public is well within its rights 
to demand why the likes of Patrick 
Mercer are allowed to remain as 
MPs on full pay, when in the real 
world, an act of similar indiscretion 
would result in the loss of a job. 

It is worth remembering that 
lobbying is of many forms and from 
many people of differing ilks. The 
vast majority of it informs debate 
than distorting it for financial gain. 
It is this minority which needs be 
eliminated.
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An age of surveillance?

Political lobbying rules need to be changed

Politicians from all corners must now be aware of lobbyist’s intentions

THE LAST WORD
Sam Shepherd

proportionate threats to society 
are. However, at the very least the 
methods of any national intelligence 
agency in a democratic society need 
continuous validation by the public, 
not just by appointed officials.

In democratic terms PRISM 
has failed. Legitimisation that goes 
beyond self-certification for the 
sake of national interest takes time, 
money and effort, and PRISM has 
eschewed such processes in order 
to get results as efficiently as pos-
sible. This had lead to a crude and 
almost abusive form of data mining 
that takes in and processes as much 
aggregate data as possible to ana-
lyse the behaviour of particular in-
dividuals and groups based on crude 
statistical predictions.

       Lobbying on 
the whole does not 
distort, but enhanc-
es Parliamentary 
debate

“
!”

P

UK PARLIAMENT

Hussein Kesvani and George Wood assess what the PRISM controversy means for ordinary 
citizens and the world 

There has been much support for Edward Snowden, however his actions have been condemed by some

Revelations published by The 
Washington Post and The 
Guardian suggest that the 

world of government secrecy and 
surveillance is not simply a conspir-
acy theory. If the facts on the Na-
tional Security Agency programme, 
PRISM, are true, the data of citizens 
around the world are continuously 
accessed and stored the United 
States. 

The leak on this surveillance 
programme by Edward Snowden, 
a former CIA technical assistant, 
has reaffirmed the need to seriously 
question the trade-off between pri-
vacy and security, and how far gov-
ernments have tipped the balance in 
the name of efficiency.

This is a debate which President 
Obama has conveniently welcomed, 
despite administration and much 
of Congress remaining silent on the 
matter. Through unprecedented, 
warrantless acquisition of digital 
communications, PRISM repre-
sents perhaps the biggest encroach-
ment of civil liberties ever in record-
ed history. Furthermore, while the 
Obama administration have argued 
their case on the grounds of duty to 
the protection of their citizens, the 
social networks that are said to be 
involved, including Facebook and 
Skype, have been accused of com-
plicity handing over private infor-
mation of their users.

So while we all might have ex-
pected some form of state moni-
toring of our activity, the more 
fundamental question lies in what 
information intelligence officers 
actually have access to, and how 
far we can trust the social networks 
that govern a huge proportion of our 

lives.      
Surveillance is not a new debate, 

and we should expect some form of 
state monitoring of our activity. In a 
post 9/11 age of violence and subter-
fuge, it has become more and more 
of a necessary evil to protect society. 
The recent Boston Marathon bomb-
ings are a painful reminder of the 
risks governments are dealing with.

But how far are they worth the 
cost of our individual rights? The 
central conflict in espionage is that 
nobody can really judge the how 

While only being concerned 
with ‘metadata’ (the patterns of 
large records of data, rather than the 
specifics of the data itself ), PRISM 
is relentless and encompassing. Ac-
cording to Snowden, the NSA “tar-
gets the communications of every-
one” and “ingests them by default”, 
simply because this system of analy-
sis and storage is the easiest and 
most efficient way.

But this method of getting the 
job done by any means possible is 
a prime example of what happens 
when security officials are presented 
with the tools needed to gather in-
telligence with only the blind faith 
of national interest serving as public 
validation. It is a vicious spiral. 

“When you are subverting the 
power of government, that’s a fun-
damentally dangerous thing to de-
mocracy. And if you do that in se-
cret consistently as the government 
does when it wants to benefit from 
a secret action that it took. But they 
rarely, if ever, do that when an abuse 
occurs. That falls to individual citi-
zens but they’re typically maligned.”

Fortunately, individual citi-
zens are no longer alone in getting 
the NSA to take responsibility for 
PRISM. The European Commis-
sion’s demands regarding NSA data 
requests illustrates new attempts to 
strengthen levels of accountability. 

Now is the time for questioning 
our governments’ willingness to un-
dermine individual privacy without 
our discretion, and the measures 
that are being taken for the greater 
good. And this includes the UK gov-
ernment, which has urged airlines 
to refuse Snowden entry to the UK. 
PRISM may just be the start.

          Governments’ 
have overtipped the 
balance in the name 
of efficiency  

“
!”



In international news, Sin-
gapore’s central bank has 
reprimanded 20 banks for 

attempting to manipulate the 
benchmark interests rates. This 
has come shortly after the Libor  
rate (London Interbank Offered 
Rate) scandal, where banks in 
both the US and the UK illegally 
influenced the benchmark rate. 
The Monetary Association of Sin-
gapore (MAS) claimed that 133 
traders had attempted to manip-
ulate the rates. China, the world’s 
second largest economy, has also 
had a bad week relative to its nor-
mally rosey performance. The 
World Bank has cut growth fore-
casts for China by 1.4 per cent. 
The World Bank said its reason 
for the cut was due to the Chinese 
government attempting to rebal-
ance the economy along with the 
reduced demand for Chinese ex-
ports from its key markets that 
have been hit by the global reces-
sion in the US and Europe. 

US Government data has 
revealed that its retail in-
dustry grew 0.6 per cent 

and that car sales rose by 1.85 per 
cent. This is deemed significant, 
as retail accounts for  almost a 
third of consumption in the US, 
and consumer spending accounts 
for 70 per cent of the US eco-
nomic activity. Across the pond, 
the UK growth forecasts still look 
relatively bleak, with unemploy-
ment falling by a meagre 5,000, 
and interest rates remaining at 
0.5 per cent. However, a Paris 
based think tank has noted that 
the UK is growing just above its 
growth trajectory, possibly sig-
nalling a path to recovery.  

The Communications Work-
ers Union (CWU) has an-
nounced that they will 

have yet another walkout, the 
sixth and seventh since Easter. 
They come after plans to fran-
chise out various Post Office 
branches, which will potentially 
cut 1,500 jobs. The plans, head-
ed by the Chief Executive Paula 
Vennels, could lead to 73 Crown 
Offices either being closed down 
or franchised. The talks between 
the CWU and management rep-
resentatives from the Post Office 
have stalled, which has lead to 
Vennels being asked to intervene 
and attempt to resolve the issues.
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A Dangerous Game Business 
Bitesize

An insight into York’s Milli Vanilli

The recent E3 conference in 
Los Angeles saw Sony and 
Microsoft debut their latest 

eighth-generation game consoles 
after nearly seven years. The unveil-
ing of both the PS4 and Xbox One 
has been highly anticipated by the 
gaming community, and it was the 
first time that the rival tech giants 
launched their game consoles si-
multaneously.

In the build up towards E3, 
the internet was abound with price 
speculations, especially after the 
shocking PS3 prices back in 2006, 
when it was set at US$499, US$100 
higher than the Xbox360. 

When Andrew House, Sony’s 
CEO, finally announced that the 
PS4 would be priced at US$399 and 
£349 respectively at the press con-
ference, he was met with cheers and 
applause from the crowd. This is 
significantly cheaper than the Xbox 
One, priced at US$399 and £429.

While the new prices are a wel-
come change, British gamers have 
less to cheer about, as they have to 
fork out US$546 for the PS4 and 
US$671 for the Xbox One (£1 to 
US$1.57). 

The mystery of price discrimi-
nation continues to puzzle many 
consumers, and Microsoft defends 
its international price policies on 
factors such as “tax, tariff and ex-
change rates.” Yet, these seem like 
empty excuses that fail to fully jus-
tify the price differences. 

Firstly, there is no doubt that 
the UK release price of a PS4 at 
£349 is inclusive of 20 per cent 
VAT while the price tag of US$499 
is not inclusive of sales tax rates 
which varies across individual cit-
ies and states in the US. If we de-
duct the VAT, the PS4 will cost £291 

(US$457), nearly 15 per cent more 
expensive than across the Atlantic.

The second factor listed by 
Microsoft was tariff, yet according 
to HM Revenue & Customs, game 
consoles are duty free and thus, it 
does not explain the UK price hikes.

The final factor of exchange 
rates might be a factor in pricing de-
cisions, as seen in Apple and Aber-
crombie & Fitch’s decisions to raise 
prices in Japan due to a weakening 
Yen. However, Sony is headquar-

tered in Japan, and this fails to ex-
plain the difference between prices 
in the US and the UK.

As Pam Woodall’s Big Mac In-
dex have shown us, international 
companies hardly ever operate on a 
single global market model. Prices 
are set in individual countries ac-
cording to cost structure, customer 
perceptions, local operating costs 
and competition within the market. 

British consumers have con-
sistently been paying more than 
our American counterparts for tech 
goods and services. 

A 13” Macbook Air retails for 
£849 (£707.5 before VAT) in the 
UK and $999 pre tax in the US, 
translating into an 11.2 per cent 
difference. Spotify Premium costs 
£120 in the UK, but only £77 in the 
US. 

So why are we paying more in 
the UK? Richard Wilding, professor 
of supply chain strategy at Cranfield 

School of Management, suggests 
these companies “simply see the UK 
as a market where they can charge 
more.”

With the rise of an increas-
ingly integrated and convenient 
ecommerce industry, companies 
are finding it more difficult to set 
differentiated prices in individual 
countries without facing consumer 
dissatisfaction, as displayed in a re-
cent Australian Federal Parliament 
inquiry into Microsoft’s price hikes 
in Australia. 

With rumours of an October 
release date for the PS4 and No-
vember for the Xbox One, both will 
likely be on every gamer’s Christmas 
wish list. 

To avoid getting ripped off, 
I suggest getting someone in the 
States to buy one for you or simply 
buy on American sites; after all, 
there are no import duties on game 
consoles.  

SERGEY GALYONKIN

Satnam Shergill
DEPUTY BUSINESS EDITOR

This year has witnessed a burst 
of student-run nights emerg-
ing on the York scene, in-

cluding Tim Perera’s Milli Vanilli, 
a monthly club night in York with 
a unique blend of funk, disco and 
house.

 Tim was primarily motivated 
as a DJ, “to provide somewhere I 
could play my music out regularly 
to a decent crowd, but also more 
generally to just throw a good party 
with the music I love and a good 
ethos behind it.”

 Tim tells me if  you keep on top 
of all the other promo, and make 
sure to order tickets and posters 
early, it makes life a whole lot easier. 
“The biggest step up has been book-
ing bigger outside acts where book-
ing agencies, contracts, hotels, rid-
ers, etc. come into the question, but 
again if you’re on top of things and 
act a good host it’s all fine.”

 Organising these events gets 

easier as you go along; “The day 
before and day of the events are 
always really busy and hectic, get-
ting tickets to people last minute  as 
students leaving everything to the 
last minute is standard, and sorting 
guest lists.”

Tim wouldn’t disclose how 
much profit was made from their 
last night, “but we usually re-invest 
it into the next party coming along 
to make sure booking fees and ho-
tels are paid for, and to take the 

pressure off a bit for the next one.”
How much does Milli Vanilli  

pay DJs, and what agreement do 
they have with the venues, and who 
takes the drinks revenue? “With the 
venue the deal is we pay for secu-
rity and all the ticket sales are ours, 
whereas the drinks are nothing to 
do with us. Other costs fees, travel, 
accommodation, hospitality - din-
ner, drinks, etc, and promo - tick-
ets, flyers, posters - both design and 
printing.”

 This month it’s Milli Vanilli’s 
first Birthday and tonight the team 
has Futureboogie’s Behling & Simp-
son and Christophe playing in  Fib-
bers, and a small warm-up event in 
the afternoon at The Gillygate.

“There’s a few possibilities in 
the pipeline towards the summer, 
we might be doing a couple one-off 
joint parties with a night in Man-
chester, so both there and in York. 
We could be taking Milli Vanilli on 
tour to a couple other cities over the 
summer, with Gibraltar (my home-
town) and Aberdeen (Resident 
Harry Jones’ hometown) both pos-
sibilities.

 “As I’m a third year the ques-
tion of whether to carry Milli Vanilli 
on next year is a pressing one, but 
Tim’s looking at putting together a 
team to help with all the promotion 
on the ground to make the transi-
tion easier, “but I still aim to sort the 
bookings and DJ wherever I may be. 
Leeds next year is another possibili-
ty as I may be living there, but again 
all these things are up in the air.”

business@nouse.co.uk
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It will be cheaper than the Xbox One, but the Playstation 4 will cost considerably more in the UK than the US

MILLI VANILLI

Amadea Ng looks at the launch of the next generation of game consoles and why they will cost more 
here in the UK than across the pond

Laura Hughes
EDITOR
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         British consum-
ers have consistently 
been paying more 
than our American 
counterparts for tech 
goods and services

“
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At a time of ever increasing 
competition for graduate 
jobs, there is a growing em-

phasis on the need for graduates 
to stand out from the crowd. With 
many firms regularly receiving hun-
dreds of applications per vacancy, it 
is often exceptionally difficult to dif-
ferentiate between them. Mettletest 
is a web based company that seeks 
to rectify that problem, with an 
emphasis on real-world judgement 
rather than the traditional psycho-
metric testing. 

The idea behind Mettletest is 
simple: every fortnight a question is 
set, asking users to predict the out-
come of a global event. Categories of 
questions include politics and cur-
rent affairs, business and finance, 
and science and technology. Users 

then give a yes/no answer to the 
question, expressing a level of con-
fidence in their answer on a scale 
from 0–100. They write a justifi-
cation for their answer in no more 

than 200 words, all to be done be-
fore a set deadline. 

When the outcome of the event 
in question is revealed, a score be-
tween -100 and 100 will be ascribed 
to each user, based on the yes/no 

response and the confidence level. 
A panel of experts in their respec-
tive fields give their own answers to 
the question, immediately after the 
deadline. This allows users to get 
the expert view, and gauge how well 
their answers stacked up.

All the answers will be com-
piled in a portfolio, predominated 
by the written justifications, which 
will develop as more questions are 
attempted. This portfolio can then 
be presented to employers, who 
benefit from the ability to whittle 
down candidates far more efficient-
ly, as well as access to a pool of ex-
cellent candidates.

Mettletest offers an innovative 
way for job-seekers to distinguish 
themselves beyond their academic 
achievement, and showcase their 
use of reason and logic in real world 
situations. Due to the wide scope of 
the questions, users will be learning 

about new topics as well as sharp-
ening their use of reason, thus of-
fering a dual benefit alongside the 
increased employability. 

The growing  interest in this 

web based company comes off the 
back of recent comments by Lord 
Winston, a Labour peer, who ad-
mitted discriminating against em-
ploying first class students in favor 
of those who have enjoyed a more 
rounded university experience. 
This, in line with protests against 
the standardized examination sys-
tem currently used in the UK, seem 
to suggest that Mettletest has in-
deed found a gap in the market.

Although in its infancy, Met-
tletest has already been successful 
in forming partnerships with a va-
riety of companies from different 
industries. The focus on real-world 
judgement is an attractive feature, 
and one which will certainly help fa-
cilitate the distinction between the 
abilities of job seekers. Yet the ques-
tion of whether it will indeed suc-
ceed in revolutionizing the graduate 
job market still remains to be seen.

Prove your worth with Mettletest

The autumn of 2008 saw a 
financial crisis like no oth-
er; some of Britain’s largest 

banks, including RBS and Lloyds, 
and indeed some of the largest 
commercial investment houses in 
the world all faced the same fate: 
absolute annihilation and bank-
ruptcy.

Years of toxic debt coincided 
with the bursting of the property 
bubble. Not only did financial in-
stitutions have upon their financial 
portfolios future debts which would 
not be repayable, but current debts 
crippling both their businesses and 
the financial markets. This resulted 
in ensuing havoc for financial and 
firms and the stock market, and ul-
timately undermined market confi-
dence.

At the height of the crisis in 
October 2008, the FTSE and the 
Dow Jones fell by 300 points a 
day. Not only were banks unable 
to do business but they were un-
able to rely upon market forces to 
rebalance trade, creating by far the 
deepest peacetime recession since 
the 1930s. 

Alistair Darling, Chancellor 
of the Exchequer between 2007 
and 2010, recorded in his memoirs 
that RBS had threatened turning of 
their ATM machines if the Govern-
ment refused to come to their aid.

It was in this environment that 
Stephen Hester took the reigns of 
the Royal Bank of Scotland, the 
bank that before the global finan-
cial crisis had been the largest and 
most extensive retail bank in the 
world. Whilst his leadership has 
been seen as the saving grace of the 
bank, it came at the cost of approxi-
mately 40,000 job cuts and the 
halving of the bank’s pay-roll.

Hester’s predecessor, the for-
mer Sir Fred Goodwin, oversaw 
rapid expansion of the firm, into 
new markets and deeper into es-
tablished ones. 

RBS held shares in other 
banks, most notably ABN Amro, 
and it was in this climate - a bull-
ish belief that the good times of the 
noughties boom would never end - 

that crisis took hold.
 RBS, like many other banks, 

had become too big, too involved in 
failing businesses to expect them to 
make a full stock market recovery 
in such a small time, following such 
a seismic event as the global finan-
cial crisis is implausible.

Considering this, Hester’s lead-
ership can be seen to be somewhat 
valiant in his efforts to save the de-
mise of RBS. 

Hester has been responsible 
for and overseen RBS’s near return 
to private ownership; soon it will 
no longer be dependent upon gov-
ernment money.

It is even more impressive to 
consider the political climate in 
which Hester’s leadership of RBS 
has brought. Hester’s boss has 
throughout been the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. Both Darling 
and  Osborne can be seen to have 
given considerable pressure from 
within Westminster in addition to 
constant fluctuations of interna-
tional markets, rendering Hester’s 
job significantly harder and highly 
politcised. 

To say Hester steered the 
RBS ship away from choppy wa-
ters would be an understatement. 
Rather, Hester, along with the sup-
port of the government, helped 
raise a sunken ship; salvaging a 
business decimated by public anger 
and market failure, and made it re-
spectable again.

The redemption of RBS?Is Microfinance still a force for good?

Microfinance refers to fi-
nancial services for low-
income individuals who 

are without access to banking ser-
vices. It was developed by Muham-
mad Yunus, Nobel prize-winner and 
founder of the Grameen bank. It 
started when he launched a project 
in rural Bangladesh making small 
loans to low income families. 

Examples of microfinance can 
be seen in loaning an individual 
enough money to buy a sewing ma-
chine, enabling them to produce 
clothing and sell it on, generating 
enough income to improve their 
living standards and repay the loan 
with interest. Microfinance now 
spans myriad other services includ-
ing savings, insurance, remittances 
and non-financial services such as 
financial literacy training.

Microfinance spiked in popu-
larity during the 2000s, hailed by 
leading development economists 
and world leaders alike, as a pow-
erful tool that could help eliminate 
poverty. Expectations were high 
that the movement would enable 
individuals to lift themselves out of 
poverty, with programs often target-
ed towards poor women, providing 
the access to finance through them. 
Having women responsible for loan 
repayments improved their status 
and in some communities has even 

lead to declining levels of violence 
against women.

However since 2010 there has 
been growing criticism for micro 
finance institutions (MFI). Due 
to the high return rate, some new 
MFI’s now operate for profit and 
the market is becoming increasingly 
commercial. This trend has been 
condemned by Yunus who claimed 
that “poor people should not be 
considered an opportunity to make 
yourself rich.” 

Daniel Ortega, the Nicaraguan 
President, supported people who 
weren’t repaying their loans as they 
had been trapped in debt, while 
Sheik Hasina Wazed, Bangladeshi 
Prime Minister, described the MFI’s 
as “sucking blood from the poor in 
the name of poverty alleviation.”

A study by Kinnan suggested 
that monthly consumption (an in-
dicator of welfare) had not been 
increased in those who had received 
a loan. Potentially because families 
have invested in durable goods like 
a tin roof, providing long-term so-
cial benefits not increased income. 

There are still “not for profit” 
microfinance organisations such as 
Kiva where individuals can make a 
loan of $25, collectively with other 
donors from around the world, pro-
viding a loan for someone in a dire 
situation to help themselves and 

their families.
Currently data is inconclusive, 

as only a small amount of informa-
tion has been gathered on people 
who qualify for micro-loans but are 
not recipients. Without this com-
parison group it is difficult to draw 
conclusions on the effects of micro-
finance, but there are now larger 
scale studies being carried out us-
ing randomised controlled trial 
techniques. This method compares 

current income and assets of two 
groups - one of which opt to receive 
loans and one of which don’t - and 
these results will shape our future 
understanding. 

Many people have said Micro-
finance is not the “silver bullet” to 
end poverty, and is open to abuse by 
western companies. Whether it will 
live up to its initial expectations is 
still open to debate.
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         Sheik Hasina 
Wazed, Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh 
described  MFI’s 
as “sucking blood 
from the poor” 

“

         Mettletest of-
fers an innovative 
way for job-seekers 
to distinguish 
themselves beyond 
their academic 
achievements
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Thousands of protesters 
marched to Downing Street 
on 1 June, lead by Queen 

Guitarist Bryan May, armed with 
a petition containing 234,000 sig-
natures against the badger culling 
pilot. Recently brought into action 
in Somerset and West Gloucester-
shire. 

The badger cull is being tri-
alled in response to the increase in 
cattle tuberculosis (TB) caused by 
the bacterium Mycobacterium bo-
vis, which last year resulted in the 
slaughter of 28,000 cattle. Dogs, 
cats and other mammals can be-
come infected. 

However it is badgers, a pro-
tected species, who are the primary 
carriers of the disease and spread 
it through the air or direct contact 
to cattle. This particular type of 
TB isn’t a major risk to humans, 
although it can be passed on from 
drinking infected milk that hasn’t 
been pasteurised. 

Random tests are carried out 
on cattle and if one is found to have 
TB then it’s killed meaning every 
year farmers can lose a lot of mon-
ey. Badger culling should reduce 
the amount of TB infections in high 
risk areas and also reduce the ef-
fects in surrounding land, and this 
effect should continue for up to six 

years after the culling has stopped. 
This cull will involve trained 

marksmen aiming to shoot and kill 
70 per cent of the badgers in the 
area that it is introduced in; 2,932 
badgers in Somerset and 2,162 in 
west Gloucestershire. 

There is also talk of introduc-
ing one in Dorset. They will be 
watched by independent experts 
and post mortems will be carried 
out as part of the pilots. 

The cull will be funded by 

farmers, however there are also po-
licing costs involved due to activists 
and campaigners which may cost 
up to £0.5 million a year.

Protesters argue that culling 
the badgers is an ineffective meth-
od as it is predicted to reduce TB in 
cattle by only 16 per cent, and so is 
not worth the unethical procedure. 
Also, the cull is not selective against 
infected badgers and many healthy 
badgers will also be killed. 

The Department for Envi-

ronment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) fully supports the cull say-
ing that it is scientifically sound, 
despite conflicting evidence from 
independent trials and mixed views 
in the scientific community and 
amongst the public. They say it has 
proved to be effective in Ireland 
where their cattle TB cases are de-
creasing. 

Through the trials they are 
hoping to assess how humane, ef-
ficient and safe badger culling is, 

but the effects on TB cases are not 
being assessed. 

The RSPCA says that the badg-
er cull will not eradicate cattle TB 
from the England but instead vac-
cinations should be used. 

For example, the BCG vacci-
nations like the ones used to vac-
cinate humans could show a large 
reduction in TB if given to badgers. 
Furthermore, if oral vaccines were 
developed for badgers, it would be 
a more effective and ethical way to 
reduce cattle TB.

The Randomized Badger Cull-
ing Trial (RBCT), an independent 
field experiment carried out be-
tween 1998 and 2007 by the Inde-
pendent Scientific Group (IGS) ac-
tually showed an increase in cattle 
TB after randomized badger cull-
ing in localised areas in response 
to cases of TB compared to non-
culling responses. This was due to 
surviving badgers migrating to sur-
rounding areas, bringing TB with 
them. 

Ian Boyd, Chief Scientific Ad-
visor for Defra, believes it will take 
decades to eliminate TB with vac-
cinations and developing oral vac-
cines is very costly so for now the 
cull is the most efficient way of low-
ering cases. 

However, independent studies 
say that the effects of the cull on TB 
cases are not worth the financial 
cost and it does not provide a long 

In a landmark ruling, the US Su-
preme Court has ruled against 
the patenting of natural hu-

man genes. The ruling centres on 
the company Myriad Genetics, who 
earlier this year had a gene patent 
upheld in Australia. 

The patent concerned the own-
ership of two genes linked to an 
increased hereditary risk of breast 
and ovarian cancer, BRCA1 and 
BRCA2. Currently the only option 
for those requiring a test is Myr-
iad’s BRACAnalysis due to their 
patents preventing access to others 
who wish to carry out diagnostics 
or research on the genes.

This is the same test which 
Angelina Jolie had before deciding 
to have a double mastectomy, after 
testing positive for a faulty version 
of the BRCA1 gene. Mutations in 
the BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes make 
it much more likely that a woman 
will develop breast cancer, as well 
as ovarian cancer.

The main argument was over 
whether or not Myriad actually 
created new molecules; able to be 
patented under American law, or 
whether the molecules are “laws 
of nature, natural phenomena and 
abstract ideas” and therefore un-
able to be patented.

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote 
“Myriad did not create anything” by 

isolating the DNA. “It found an im-
portant and useful gene, but sepa-
rating that gene from its surround-
ing genetic material is not an act of 
invention.”  

This is promising news for 
both patients, who hopefully will 
soon have wider access to genetic 
testing, and for researchers who are 
now able to work on these genes 

without fear of legal action.
However, important parts of 

Myriads patent were upheld. The 
synthetic cDNA created by Myriad 
can be patented as it required a 
significant level of manipulation 
and is considered a new creation 
as it does not exist in nature. This 
mixed ruling was reflected by the 
an initial surge in Myriad’s stock 

price, followed by a slump as inves-
tors realised that Myriad would no 
longer have a monopoly on the test 
for BRCA1 and BRCA2.

Opponents to the patents had 
argued that the restrictions in place 
on research and diagnostic testing 
from other sources prevented pa-
tients from being able to make fully 
informed medical decisions. It also 

restricted medical care to those 
who could afford the $4000 test. 

The decision represents what 
is probably the best scenario for 
both patients and companies by 
creating a balance between busi-
ness and research. 

It opens up genetic research 
whilst at the same time giving in-
centive to the large biotechnology 
companies, who had previously ar-
gued that they needed patent pro-
tection to recoup the huge invest-
ment in research.

However Myriad and pat-
ent lawyers in the UK have both 
warned that the reduced financial 
incentives for undertaking such 
research will deter biotech compa-
nies in the future. 

Justice Thomas pointed out 
numerous ways in which Myriad 
could still make money from their 
discovery. “Had Myriad created an 
innovative method of manipulat-
ing genes while searching for the 
BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes, it could 
possibly have sought a method pat-
ent.”

Being that where the US Su-
preme Court treads, others tend 
to follow, the effects of this ruling 
will be felt around the world. This 
marks an interesting departure 
from the previous 30 years of pat-
enting naturally occurring genes 
and hopefully signals a move to a 
more innovative approach towards 
patient care and medical research.
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Human genes not patentable

Myriad’s ownership patents of two genes linked to cancer have been declined, opening up gene research 

OPENSOURCEWAY

Badger cull protesters march on Downing Street
Sophia Bustraan
SCIENCE REPORTER
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Many protested against the cull of thousands of badgers across the UK on the streets of London on 1 June



It’s bad news for the bees again. 
Last year, bee numbers in the 
UK plummeted by about a 

third. 
That’s the biggest drop since 

records began. For the last six 
years, beekeepers from all over the 
UK have been surveyed to find out 
how many hives they lost over the 
winter. 

Since the survey began, it has 
shown a fall in bee numbers over 
the winter but this year the fall 
has been dramatic. This year every 
region showed losses, with the av-
erage at about 33.8 per cent lost - 
more than double last year’s count.  

The reason behind the steady 

decline in bee populations over the 
last few years has, as yet, not been 
discovered. Though many blame 
a combination of varroa mite and 
certain types of pesticides. 

The varroa mite is a parasitic 
mite that can only reproduce in bee 
colonies. It weakens the bees and 
can cause deformities in bee larvae 
such as deformed wings. Even if 
they survive, the weakened or de-
formed bees cannot forage for food 
as well and so the entire colony is 
weakened. A heavily varroa infested 
hive also tends to be less resistant 
to other problems such as diseases.

This year’s sudden drop in 
bee numbers, however, has mainly 
been blamed on the wet summer 
and winter of 2012. In cold and wet 
weather bees cannot leave the hive 

to collect food and there also tends 
to be a lack of pollen available, so 
many hives were weakened by a 
lack of food over the summer and 
cannot build up the stores that they 
live on over the winter. This means 
that the especially cold winter was 
a considerable problem because the 
bees had no stores and couldn’t fly 
out to collect any either. 

While the national average was 
a loss of about one third of hives, 
the hardest hit area, the south west, 
lost almost a half of their hives. 
Glyn Davies, a Devon beekeeper 
claimed, “The weather last summer 
and this winter, the two combined 
meant there was virtually a whole 
year when bees were confined and 
stressed just because of the envi-
ronmental conditions.” 

The bad weather in combina-
tion with hives weakened by varroa 
has resulted in the high number of 
lost hives over the winter. “We are 
in a different era... the bees haven’t 
got the resistance and reserves that 
they once did because of various ill-
nesses and viruses,” said Mr Davies.

But a lack of food isn’t the only 
problem caused by bad weather. 
Young queens need to mate to be 
able to lay worker bees, meaning 
she needs to leave the hive. In bad 
weather she is unable to fly and so 
cannot lay the bees to form a func-
tioning hive. This has resulted in a 
fall of honey production in 2012 by 
70 per cent compared to 2011. 

It seems we all have another 
reason to hope for a bit of good 
weather. 
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British bee population declines 

Most of you reading this 
article will have lived on 
campus at some point in 

the last couple of years, and a few   
will have unfortunately noticed 
the aggressive mating habits of 
the indigenous duck population. 

The average mallard duck’s 
penis is approximately half the 
length of its body - a size to make 
the horses on University Road 
jealous. As you campus dwellers 
may have seen, the male ducks 
force themselves upon the females 
via their long corkscrew shaped 
penises. However, another avian 
species, the humble chicken, has 
gone down a completely differ-
ent evolutionary pathway when it 
comes to genitalia.

A study by the University of 
Florida has shown that only three 
per cent of male chickens (roost-
ers) have a noticeable penis. It is 
believed that this is due to female 
chickens choosing males with a 
smaller penis over those with a 
large penis. Therefore the males 
with a small penis were more like-
ly to pass along their genes which 
in turn creates future generations 
all with smaller penises. This 
is the theory of Bob Montgom-
erie, an evolutionary biologist at 
Queen’s University in Ontario.

This has led to modern day 
chickens having a cloaca, which 
is a single orifice from which the 
chickens urinate, defecate and 
procreate. The male and female 
chickens align themselves togeth-
er and the male then pumps his 
sperm into the female.

The Florida team looked into 
how the chickens penis develops 
by observing it growing in the 
egg. They compared this to the 
development of the ducks penis. 
They did this by creating tiny 
holes in the eggs and then used 
an electron microscope to observe 
the growth. They found that the 
both grew at the same rate until 
about the ninth day whereupon 
the chickens penis then began to 
shrink. The team found the pres-
ence of Bmp4, a protein which 
promotes cell death, at the tip of 
penis. Subsequently they used 
Noggin, a protein that blocks 
Bmp activity. Using this they 
found that the penis grew 6.5 
times larger than before.

The theory of Martin Cohn, 
the developmental biologist in 
charge of the research at the Uni-
versity of Florida is that the loss of 
the penis was a side effect coming 
from the loss of other body parts. 
This comes about because Bmp4 
also regulates the formation of 
teeth and limbs, so it’s plausible 
that when the chicken evolved to 
no longer have need for a certain 
body part it used Bmp4 to not 
grow that part. This may then 
have led to the growing penis be-
coming effected in the egg. 

The reasons why this evolu-
tionary path occurred is not un-
derstood, however one thing is 
for sure - that the ducks on cam-
pus definitely have the bragging 
rights in the avian locker room.

Cock or 
Ball?
James Ellis
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR

Bees in Britain have recently been subjected to a huge and unexplained population drop which experts warn will take months to recover from

Advances towards male ‘Pill’
 XOPHERLANCE

Trials of both of hormonal 
and non-hormonal male 
contraceptive alternatives 

to condoms and vasectomies, have 
indicated the potential for com-
mercialisation of new male contra-
ceptives. These could prove to be as 
effective as the female contracep-
tive pill.

Injectable hormonal combina-
tions of testosterone and progestin 
have proven to be up to 90 per cent 
effective in reducing male fertility 
in the short term. Moreover, the 
more recent development of stud-
ies into a gel based on a synthetic 
progestin called Nestorone at Los 
Angeles Biomedical Research In-
stitute has indicated at a more reli-
able alternative contraception with 
fewer side effects.

Studies into male contracep-
tive alternatives have been on-go-
ing since the 1930s. Despite suc-
cess rates reducing fertility to 10 
per cent the lack of commercial in-
terest in these advances highlights 
the lack of demand in providing 
alternatives, which would prove as 
effective and reversible as female 

contraceptive pills. Hormonal con-
traceptive studies have also indi-
cated similar side effects that of the 
female contraceptive pill, namely 
the increase in potential for an in-
crease in body weight, a loss of sex 
drive and night sweats.

However, research published 
by Dr Mary Roth of the University 
Of Washington’s Medicine Depart-
ment concluded that, “Testoster-
one-based male hormonal con-
traceptive regimens have not yet 
achieved a consistent enough level 

of efficacy in all subjects to allow 
drug development to progress to 
widespread use.” 

Further research into drug-
based contraception was published 
last summer in Cell. When re-
search into a cancer treating mol-
ecule, JQ1, indicated the potential 
to inhibit the formation of sperm 
leading speculations as to its fu-
ture contraceptive uses. Dr. James 
Bradner of Dana-Farber stated 
that, “the structural, chemical and 
functional data provided by this 

paper are effectively a blueprint for 
developing a drug like derivative of 
JQ1” that could hold the potential 
for a future contraceptive role. 

The Department of Cell and 
Developmental Biology at the 
University of Science and Technol-
ogy of China have been research-
ing into non-hormonal treatments. 
They found that by heating the tes-
tis of mice to between 37oC to 40oC 
fertility was lowered to 10% but 
returned to 50% within sixty days 
of the experiment. Temperatures 
above 40oC, however, left the male 
mice infertile. However, a 10% 
chance is still reasonably high. 

Dr Allan Spacey of Sheffield’s 
Human Metabolism Department 
commented: “We already know 
that injectable male contracep-
tion work. The only thing stopping 
them being used are commercial 
decisions made by pharmaceutical 
companies. The recent discussions 
about a male pill relate to non-
hormonal methods. These are less 
proven and so further away from 
being accepted. But if the clinical 
trials suggest they work, then again 
the big pharmaceutical companies 
will have to decide if they want to 
commercialise them”.

Lizzie Lynch 
SCIENCE REPORTER

 SCOTT KINMARTIN

Effective male contraception would result in fewer unwanted babies

Nicola Farthing 
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR



Three years ago England beat Pa-
kistan at Lords with Jonathan 
Trott and Stuart Broad clawing 

back the initiative with a sensational 
double century stand. 

But nobody remembers that 
match for Broad’s maiden test match 
century or Graeme Swann’s match 
winning five for. They remember Mo-
hammad Amir, Mohammad Asif and 
Salman Butt’s spot fixing.  

Spot fixing is rife in cricket 
and all attempts to combat it have 
failed. It’s slowly spreading across 
all forms of the game and to all cor-
ners of the globe.

The Indian Premier League 
(IPL) has been riddled with corrup-
tion scandals for the entirety of it’s 
existence and this season has been 
no different.

Except this time, an Indian test 
match player has been implicated 
in spot fixing. S Sreesanth has been 
accused, along with his Rajasthan 
Royals teammates Ankeet Chavan 
and Ajit Chandila, of spot fixing.

The IPL is supposedly the pin-
nacle of the t20 game and yet it is 
one of the causes of the infection 
that is slowly engulfing cricket. 

While it is fair to say that inter-
national players are educated about 
the dangers of being approached by 
book makers, there is a lack of edu-
cation on a wider scale. Young and 
inexperienced players  are vulner-
able and are being left exposed by 
the ECB. 

Spot fixing obviously is less of 
an issue as you start to go further 
down the leagues. 

But the real issue is when play-
ers who spot fix or match fix get a 
light sentence and are allowed back 
on the field. 

That sends a message to all 
cricketers in all leagues that you 
can get away with cheating. It cre-
ates a brand of cricket that accepts 
cheating and spot fixing as part and 
parcel of the game.

It’s a rapidly spreading disease 
and one that the ICC have ultimate-
ly failed to address.

The fear of spot fixing has be-
come so great that any hint of any-
thing suspicious is immediately 
seized upon by the press and the 
public. If the ball swings for one 
team and not for another suddenly 
that team are accused of ball tam-
pering. It’s damaging the game and 
it’s damaging the fine art of swing 
bowling. 

Cricket is paralysed by fear and 
it is afraid that, if it looks too deeply 
into corruption, it is going to find 
something altogether more potent 
and destructive than it ever has be-
fore.
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         Spot fixing is 
rife in cricket and all 
attempts to combat 
it have failed
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Boxing reigns in ring of fire
A LARGE and jovial crowd in a 
transformed Roger Kirk Centre 
were treated to an excellent night 
of entertainment courtesy of the 
University of York’s Boxing Society. 
Knockouts, beer and blood were in 
abundant quantities throughout the 
night.

Close proximity to The Lounge, 
alongside the promise of free entry 
into Kuda for the afterparty proved 
a success in pulling in the crowds.

The fabulous ring erected in 
the Roger Kirk Centre was sur-
rounded on all sides by an enthusi-
astic crowd, not well versed in the 
finer intricacies of the jab or upper-
cut, but fully appreciative of a good 
biff to the face when they saw one.

In fact, the bloodlust of the 
crowd was already palpable as the 
Samba band finished their perfor-
mance and the first fighters of the 
night entered the ring. 

Mark Tan and La Truong Bach 
set a frenetic pace from the off, 
meeting at the centre of the ring 
and trading blow for blow during 
the first two rounds.  Bach emerged 
as the victor via technical knock-
out in the third of the two minute 
rounds however, landing a right jab 
into Tan’s shoulder, which prevent-
ed him from continuing.

It was the first Mixed Martial 
Arts fight of the night which really 
got the crowd going, in scenes fa-
miliar to survivors of the now leg-
endary White Rose Varsity MMA 
tournament. Leon Haskins from 
the Chok Dee Thai Boxing School 
in York, came up against University 
student Jonny Glasgow. 

Haskins had the upper hand for 
the majority of the fight, pulling off 
an excellent manouevre in the sec-
ond round, deflecting a kick from 
Glasgow before sweeping his stand-
ing leg out from underneath 
him. 

Despite fighting on 
valiantly, Glasgow was 
knocked out within ten 
seconds of the final round 
beginning, by a knee to 
the face.

Zoe Robson and 
Ethne Greg-Still, 
the only female 
fighters of 
the night, 
p u t 
o n 
a 

gritty display, with tactics being 
placed to the side by both fighter. 

As Zoe and Ethne came out of 
the blue and red corners respective-
ly, the ladies captivated the audi-
ence with their ability to withstand 
continuous jabs to the face. 

By the middle of the second 
round, both fighters had dropped 
their guards, concentrating purely 
on headshots. Greg-Still emerged as 
the dominant force in the fight, us-
ing her weight and reach advantages 

over Robson to land clean-
er punches. To her 

credit, Robson 
c o u n -
t e r -

punched 
well, earning a 

hard fought tie.
“When you’re out 

there, you don’t hear the 
crowd, you’re just focussed 

on punching the opponent 
in the face!” Robson said 

backstage in the intermission, 
when asked by Nouse about the 

atmosphere in the Roger Kirk.
After the intermission, the 

crowd became progressively more 

raucous, as the alcohol flowed and 
the fighter categories increased 
in weight, from middleweight to 

heavyweight.
The most notable fight in the 

light heavyweight category saw 
UYBC’s Vice President Oli Whear, 
who was the key architect behind 
the boxing night, face off against 
Antony Mrozicki, who had a slight 
reach advantage on Whear. 

The first round was well con-
tested, with Mrozicki forcing Whear 
onto the ropes. As the second round 
began however, the fatigue of Whear 
began to become evident. 

As Whear faded badly, 
his blows seemed unable 

to even faze Mrozicki, 
whose own punches 
seemed to carry ten 
times the force of his 
opponent’s. The fight 

was brought abruptly 
t o an end when Mrozicki un-
leashed a furious left-right combi-
nation onto Whear in the centre of 
the ring, forcing the referee to step 
in and end the contest.

Aaron Davies and David Holt 
were arguably positioned as the 
highlight of the night. Both con-
testants of the exhibition match 
had previously been certified ABAE 
amateur boxers, whose licenses had 
expired. 

For the duration of the bout, the 
crowd was stunned into silence at 
the force of the blows exchanged be-
tween the two fighters, as well as the 
speed in which they moved around 
the ring.  Holt used his increased 
fitness to his advantage, staying out 
of the way of Davies’ punches. Holt 
took the bout on a decision at the 
end of the fight.

The crowd went into full over-
drive during the final MMA bout of 

the night. 
The crowd rallied hard behind 

Max Raju, who in the first round 
was battered around the ring by 
Chok Dee’s Mikey Chadwick, who 
had the support of ten feral locals. 

By the second round, Raju was 
hanging by a thread, having faced 
the count from the referee twice 
after being knocked down twice af-
ter a ferocious series of kicks from 
Chadwick. With the will of the 
crowd behind him, Raju dug deep 
to last the three rounds, although he 
was defeated by decision.

Robert Davis and Amaël 
Raynaud had the privilege of con-
testing the final fight of the evening. 
Sadly, one of the most exciting fights 
of the event was probably also the 
shortest. Davis fought with fantastic 
style, keeping his hands low and al-
lowing Raynaud territory in the ring 
to encourage him to attack. 

When Raynaud did attack, Da-
vis counter-punched with incred-
ible aggression, bloodying Raynaud 
twice, and causing a count once each 
round. It was all over in the second 
round, as Raynaud, now bleeding 
continuously from the nose, was 
prevented from continuing the fight 
by the referee.

“It just came naturally”, Davis 
said at the end of the contest, in the 
VIP area. “Fear takes over and then 
your hands take over.”

A hugely relieved Oli Whear, 
looked back on the event, which 
had been two months in the making 
with pride. “After all I went through 
to organise this, seeing it working in 
practice was amazing.”

DAN HOLLAND
Aaron Stennett
DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR

Matt Hargreaves was victorious against James Holland in a very successful night for the Boxing Club and MMA

         Fear takes over 
and then your hands 
take over.
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There are some sports that 
raise the odd eyebrow or two 
when you talk about them, 

and I think Octopush can be put 
into that category.

The whole concept of the sport 
seems, at first, bizarre. But it is, in 
fact, great fun – once you under-
stand the rules.

Octopush is effectively un-
derwater hockey. It is a six-a-side 
game, and teams work a plastic 
puck across the bottom of a swim-
ming pool, through the opposing 
team and into a metal trough, or 
goal, that is also known as a ‘gully’. 
Players wear snorkels and fins, and 
it requires real fitness and stamina 
to play it at the highest level.

I hope you are still with me.
As one of York’s smaller clubs, 

Octopush is on the rise. Not only 
has it had what some might call a 
breakthrough season in terms of 
performance, but the club’s ethos 
seems to be spot on. 

Last week Octopush was short-
listed for Most Improved at the York 
Sport Awards. This was just recog-
nition for the immense work the 
club’s committee have put in since 
the start of the year.

Martina Pentrella, the club’s 
new President, is certainly ambi-
tious for the future of the club, but 
also wants to maintain the club’s 
identity as one of the friendliest and 
most relaxed sports clubs on cam-
pus.

“We’ve had a 40 per cent growth 
in membership this year which is 
fantastic,” she says. “We now have 
a Saturday training session and a 
midweek session on Tuesday. At-
tendance at the midweek session 
has grown by 53 per cent. Our fresh-
er intake this year was huge. These 
are such brilliant statistics and show 
just how much the club has moved 
forward.”

Indeed, since the opening of the 
York Sport Village last year, the club 
has grown enormously from where 
it had been before. But sports clubs 
are not just a numbers game, and 

Pentrella is keen to stress that.
“We’ve also seen a real improve-

ment in the performance levels,” she 
continues. “At the nationals [which 
happen annually] we had our best 
performance for five years. The Na-
tionals is the biggest fixture in the 
club’s calendar, and last year we 
came fifteenth out of sixteen. This 
year we 
c a m e 
n i n t h 
out of 
sixteen.”

This 
is a phe-
nomenal 
achieve-
ment. So how did this vast improve-
ment come about for the club?

Pentrella explains. “We really 
focussed on selling Octopush to the 
freshers. Freshers week was really 
successful for us. The taster session 
was so oversubscribed that we had 
to ask people to share kit because we 
didn’t have enough.

“Off the back of that we received 
more funding as well. We are part of 
a scheme called Sportivate. 

We had a set target to meet for 
new membership, and we broke our 
set target, so Sport England and 
North Yorkshire Sport gave us a 
grant so that we could buy more kit.”

This all sounds very promising, 
and I’m in-
terested to 
hear more 
a b o u t 
the club’s 
v a l u e s , 
which it is 
clearly well 
known for. 

Matt Horry, the A team’s new 
Vice-Captain and a first year with 
almost unrivalled fitness levels in 
the pool, speaks very highly of the 
club’s inclusiveness. 

“What I liked about the club 
when I joined this year was the 
friendly atmosphere. It’s a very ac-
commodating club,” he says. “There 

isn’t a heavy lad culture, like with 
say rugby, it’s relaxed and everyone 
just gets on really well.

“The great thing about the en-
vironment is that you can make the 
sport as serious if you want to be. If 
you don’t want to take it too serious-
ly, then that’s cool. But if you want 
to really take it seriously then there 
are fitness sessions you can attend 
and other things as well.”

Often students are accused of 
living in a ‘bubble’. But, as a result 
of the values that the Octopush Club 
holds to, the University team have 
managed to build strong links with 
the local community in York. Pen-
trella re-iterates this. “On Saturday 
we train at Yearsley, which is the local 
s w i m -
m i n g 
pool in 
the city. 
We have 
p e o p l e 
a tt e n d -
ing our 
sessions 
who are in no way affiliated with 
the University. It’s great for build-
ing strong links with people living 
in York, especially families.”

Before the Sports Village was 
finished, the club used to train at 
Yearsley and regulars at the training 
sessions were frequently not part 
of the University. When the club 
moved the majority of its training to 
Hes East, there were worries about 
whether this link would be main-
tained.

But this doesn’t seem to have 
been a problem at all. Since moving 
to Hes East, local residents in York 
of all ages have come along to the 
training sessions at the new Sports 
Village. 

Indeed, in last week’s train-
ing session, the age bracket went 
as low as 14. This is a great figure 
and shows that the club have clearly 
struck up a good relationship with 
the residents of York. There is also 
a balance of PhD and Masters Stu-
dents as well, with these students 
making up 30 per cent of the club.

Now the conversation turns to 
the global game. 

Great Britain has an elite team, 
a masters team, and under-23 and 
under-19 teams. The showpiece 
event of the international game is 
the World Championships, which 
are held in Hungary. The top lev-
els of Great Britain seem to be per-
forming to a reasonable standard, 
but the under-23 and under-19 la-
dies teams are struggling. I ask why.

“The problem is that both 
teams are too inward looking,” Pen-
trella explains. “Both teams are only 
recruiting daughters of past inter-
nationals and are not really looking 
beyond there. As a result the under-
19s in particular have struggled. 

“The men’s game on the other 
hand is flourishing. They are play-
ing to a very high standard.”

It’s a rather strange situation to 
be in if you ask me. York Octopush 
club is flourishing thanks to its out-
ward looking approach, whilst the 
international women’s teams are 
struggling because they are too in-
ward looking. 

Perhaps the women’s team 
should take a look at the York mod-
el.

“The under-19s and under-20s 
are trying to solve the problem by 
starting up university clubs. But 
these aren’t really working because 
the culture is too competitive, and 
this seems to be turning people off. 

“Octopush isn’t one of those 
sports where you can really force 
first timers to push themselves to 
the limits. It’s not popular enough. 
You wouldn’t choose to go to York, 
for example, to play Octopush, 
whereas you might to do for rugby. 
It’s very different.” Blunt, but true.

But all the success this year for 
the club 
m e a n s 
that the 
club will 
need to 
get off to a 
good start 
next term 
in order to 

build on it. Pentrella, Horry and the 
rest of the committee already have 
plans in place.

“Next year we are aiming to 
maintain the culture and not get 
too hung up on our performances,” 
Horry says. “Membership for fresh-
ers will again cost £15 a year, which 
is great value and includes five free 
sessions and a free T-shirt. We are 
also doing a raffle with membership.

“We’ll get more kit next year as 
well so we don’t have the same situ-
ation [with the kit] as this year.”

In order to achieve this, ex-
President Torris Rasmussen has set 
up an Alumni fund, which aims to 
raise money for new kit. He has also 
managed to get the club a sponsor-
ship deal with The Charles pub.

Horry describes Rasmussen’s 
contribution to the success of the 
club as “enormous.” It seems under 
both Rasmussen and Pentrella, the 
club has come on leaps and bounds.

Next season, the Octopush club 
look set to make an even bigger 
splash. 

George Barrett talks to Martina Pentrella, Octopush Club President, about their season, the global game, and the club’s 

prospects for next year

Making Waves
PHOTOS: OCTOPUSH CLUB

“It’s great for building 
strong links with 
people in York”

“If you don’t want to 
take it too seriously, 

then that’s cool”



SUNDAY’S YORK Sport Awards 
celebrated a superb year of sport at 
the University. 

The pick of York’s sporting tal-
ent were honoured in the Roger 
Kirk Centre on Sunday evening, the 
Club of the Year award going to the 
Squash Club after a fantastic sea-
son across the board that saw their 
men’s first team beat Lancaster in 
the BUCS Cup final and the wom-
en’s side gain promotion.

YUSnow were highly com-
mended in that category, the com-
mendations being introduced this 
year due to the huge number of 
deserving nominees for several 
awards.

There were few surprises for 
Team of the Year, with the futsal 
team the obvious choice after be-
coming the first York side in history 
to win a BUCS Premier League title, 
before then reaching the national 
semi finals. They are now set to 

compete at the European Univer-
sity Championships in Malaga this 
summer.

Sportsman of the Year went to 
Baillie Watterson, Badminton Team 
President. Watterson has been the 
star performer for the men’s firsts 
badminton team in his time at York, 
this year guiding them to success 
at Roses and Varsity, where he was 
named Player of the Tournament.

David Thexton of YUSnow and 
fencer Brian Herling were both 
highly commended.

Fencer Sophia Henneberg 
claimed the Sportswoman of the 
Year award, after what has been yet 
another season of success for the 
women’s fencing squad. Hen-
neberg’s expertise in foil was 
a key factor in securing 
second place for the 
team in their BUCS 
Premier Division.

The Boat 
Club’s Darren 
Smith won the S e r -
vices to Sport award after yet 

another superb year in rowing that 
has seen York once again perform 
excellently, while the inaugural 
Sports Journalist of the Year Award 
went to Jack Bradshaw for his work 
with York Vision and URY.

Roses Team of the Year went to 
women’s football, who followed up 
their indoor success on the Saturday 
with a hard-fought 3-1 win on the 
Sunday afternoon in front of a big 
crowd on 22 Acres.

The Most Improved award went 
to the sailing team that reached the 

BUSA National Champion-
ships this year, with men’s 
lacrosse and boxing highly 
commended. Finally, the 

President’s Awards, in-
troduced last year to 

honour a club and 
individual of the 
York Sport Presi-
dent’s choosing 

went to the Riding 
Club and to Universi-

ty Football President and futsal 
team captain Tom Day.
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Futsal step up fundraising efforts 
ahead of European adventure
THE UNIVERSITY Futsal Club are 
stepping up their attempts to raise 
funds for their trip to the European 
Championships this summer.

Ahead of their journey to Mal-
aga next month to play against Eu-
rope’s top university futsal teams, 
the club are setting up a number of 
fundraising initiatives to help get 
them to Spain.

On Sunday, the club are holding 
an exhibition match which pits their 
BUCS Premier League-winning 
side against a College Cup Allstars 
team led by Vanbrugh’s Phil Taylor.

The full lineup of the College 
Allstars team is still to be confirmed, 

with the aim to include as many dif-
ferent colleges as possible.

The match will take place in the 
Sports Tent at 7.45pm, with tickets 
priced at £5 and available from the 
YUSU website.

Club Secretary and goalkeeper 
Jonny Sim told Nouse, “It’s going 
to be quite a spectacle. The College 
Allstars will obviously have plenty of 
talent but it will be interesting to see 

them put this into action against us 
on the futsal pitch. 

“It will be a highly entertaining 
game with plenty of goals, skills and 
a lot of pride and bragging rights on 
the line.

“There will also be a crossbar 
challenge at half time for spectators 
to get involved in! 

“As well as being a lot of fun, it’s 
also a great way of helping us get 
to the European Championships - 
your support would be fantastic.”

Other plans being put in place 
for the coming weeks include a 
competition for local futsal teams, 
the York Open, which was a regu-
lar event in past years, and a day of 
coaching from the club’s coach Jun-
ior Roberti.

“We’re planning to revive the 
tradition of the York Open which 
is an all-day competition for local 
futsal teams that used to run every 
year,” Sim added.

“Our coach, Junior Roberti, is 
also hoping to do a coaching day 
for any local coaches or teams who 
want to learn from his vast experi-
ence and knowledge. It is great to 
see a lot of new teams being set up 
especially in the Leeds area. Futsal 
is really lifting off at the moment.”

Brian Cantor, the University 
Vice-Chancellor, is also getting in-
volved in fundraising efforts, having 
offered to buy new tracksuits and 
training kits for the club ahead of 
the tournament in Spain. An email 
from the Vice-Chancellor’s office 
to the club read, “He [Cantor] was 
very impressed to read that you have 
got through to the European Finals. 
With this in mind he would like to 

support the team’s jackets and tops 
(and shirt for the coach) branded 
with the University logo.”

Finally, club captain Tom Day 
is producing a documentary on the 
club’s season

In January, the club became the 
first in the University’s history to 

win a Premier League title, before 
progressing to the semi finals of the 
National Championships, eventual-
ly losing out in a tight contest away 
at Brighton.

York were then invited to be 
the UK’s representatives at the Eu-
ropean University Championships 

after Brighton and Loughborough, 
the other British university final-
ists, declined the invitation to play 
in Malaga.

The tournament, organised 
by the European University Sports 
Association (EUSA), is due to run 
from July 21-28.

The Futsal Club qualified for the European University Championships after reaching the semi finals in the UK

THE YORK Student Think Tank’s 
most recent policy paper has found 
that many disabled students feel 
that they are excluded from taking 
part in sports. The May 2013 paper 
focused on the problems that disa-
bled students face when engaging in 
sport and how these problems can 
be addressed.

According to the report, par-
ticipation rates of disabled students 
in sport are far lower than those 
amongst able bodied students. 
There is also a general lack of aware-
ness amongst disabled students 
about what sporting opportunities 
are available to them. Communica-
tion, from both YUSU and the Uni-
versity, in relation to these oppor-
tunities was criticised by the policy 
paper. The culture of the “Wednes-
day night social” was also highlight-
ed as an issue, with some students 
feeling intimidated and thus limit-
ing their participation within a club.

However the paper also high-
lighted the issue of demand. Disa-
bled students may have been ex-
cluded from sport earlier in their 

lives, and thus their desire to take 
part in sport at university level is 
questionable.

Their central recommenda-
tion is the creation of a “Disabled 
Students Sport Network” (DSSN), 
which would act as a sister group to 
the Disabled Students’ Network but 
focusing solely on sport. The DSSN 
would raise awareness of sporting 
opportunities for disabled students 
and provide an easily accessible 
source of information on disabled 
people’s involvement in sport, with 
an emphasis on online information. 
The DSSN would also function as 
a “go-between” between students 
and clubs, where a disabled student 
is unsure of whether their disabil-
ity allows them to participate in the 
club. Leadership of the DSSN would 
be assumed by the York Sport Presi-
dent and the Participation Officer. 
During term time, the Disability Of-
ficer will also play an active role in 
the organisation.

Other recommendations in-
clude a dedicated page on the YUSU 
website for disability sport, addi-
tional funding for clubs promoting 
accessibility and YUSU support for 
non-drinking events.

Disabled students ‘excluded’
Anwen Baker
SPORTS REPORTER

PETROC TAYLOR
Dan Holland
DEPUTY EDITOR

         It is great to see 
a lot of new clubs 
being set up. Futsal 
is really lifting off at 
the moment

“
!”

Futsal Club Secretary
Jonny Sim

Awards see out successful 
year for Black and Gold
Dan Holland
DEPUTY EDITOR
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Derwent ease past James to final

Alcuin 
squeeze 
into final

DERWENT FIRSTS had an excel-
lent second half display courtesy of  
James Ramm in what was eventu-
ally a comfortable victory, as they 
defeated James firsts for the right 
to face Alcuin in the College Hockey 
Cup final.

The first goal of the game came 
with just two minutes on the clock, 
as umpire Dave Washington award-
ed a penalty to Derwent; Ramm 
converted to give his side an early 
lead. 

Finding themselves ahead, Der-
went were in a rampant mood and 

dominated possession early in the 
first half, piling pressure on their 
opponents and creating a multitude 
of chances. 

This was converted into goals, 
as just a few moments later they 
doubled their lead. 

Jack Bradshaw shot from out-
side of the area, but the ball bounced 
off a James stick on the line to go in 
and make it 2-0.

James then had a rare chance at 
goal themselves as Callum Chaundy 
slid in to defend. 

But despite his best efforts 
the ball crossed the line, creating a 
scoreline of 2-1 in Derwent’s favour.

This goal seemed to spark some 
life into James, who then began to 
settle into the game. 

Chris Butterworth did well to 
dictate play from the back, and he 
was involved as Winter’s shot rico-

cheted in off the post from a narrow 
angle to level the scores at 2-2 be-
fore the half-time whistle.

Ramm called for more urgency 
from his side in the second half, and 
this certainly paid off as he snatched 
the lead back for Derwent by slot-
ting home immediately after the 
restart. 

Ramm was then involved again 
just moments later, as some lethal 
precision from the Derwent attack 
resulted in their fourth goal from 
the slimmest of angles.

Despite James’ best efforts, 
Derwent were well on top mid-way 
through the second half. 

Four became five just moments 
later as Ramm was instrumen-
tal once again, setting up Hattie 
Whillans to get onto the scoresheet.

At this stage, Derwent were 
dominating proceedings and frus-

trating their opponents by retaining 
possession. 

Sam Richardson got in on the 
action with just seven minutes left 
as he scored right from the edge of 
the area. 

Derwent should have had 
their seventh just seconds later but 
Whillans was unable to get a touch 
on the ball from inside the area be-
fore it crossed the line.

Nevertheless, Derwent soaked 
up some later pressure from James 
and, despite conceding a late conso-
lation goal, held on to their lead.

They will now face Alcuin firsts 
in the final next weekend in what is 
sure to be an intense and heated af-
fair. 

Both sides have been in supe-
rior form in this competition and 
will deliver a mouth watering clash 
as they battle it out for the trophy.

A STRONG display saw Alcuin firsts 
squeeze past their Halifax firsts op-
ponents and into the College Hock-
ey final on Sunday.

It was Alcuin who made a bet-
ter start, but Halifax made the first 
breakthrough with just a couple of 
minutes on the clock as excellent 
build-up play from Chloe Quillam 
allowed Matt Pheasant in to open 
the scoring. 

Soon after, Pheasant went close 
again, but the scores were level just 
moments later when Alcuin’s Ruth 
Mason threaded through an excel-
lent ball to Katie Penrose who made 
it 1-1. 

Having done well to find space, 
the excellent work between the pair 
ensured that Alcuin were always 
going to get back on level terms as 
soon as the move had started.

Halifax then had a short corner 
which came to nothing, before Pen-
rose had a goal ruled out for having 
shot from outside of the D. 

Nevertheless, Alcuin were soon 
in front. 

Good work from Dave Wash-
ington at the back allowed the hard-
working Alex Wilson in to slot home 
from a difficult angle, making the 
score 2-1 at half time.

After the restart, Halifax turned 
the screw and Alcuin needed to be 
at their very best under pressure to 
prevent their opponents from get-
ting back onto level terms. 

The ball was then in the back of 
the net once more shortly later, after 
an excellent run by Robin Willows 
was followed by a shot from Wilson, 
but the ball bounced off the bottom 
of the post to stay out of the net.

Halifax continued to press for 
an equaliser as the clock ticked 
down, with strong defensive play 
from Sally Dolton allowing them to 
exert significant pressure on their 
opponents. 

Nevertheless, the Alcuin de-
fence dealt with the threat well and 
exploited openings emerging from 
Halifax’s attacking formation. 

It was ultimately this desperate 
search for an equalising goal that 
cost Halifax in the end. 

In the final action of the game, 
Alcuin broke away after a Halifax at-
tack, with Penrose crossing for Ma-
son inside the area to smash home 
and lead to a final score of 3-1 to an 
Alcuin side who now go on to play 
Derwent firsts next week.

Delighted Alcuin captain, 
Washington, told Nouse; “We 
weren’t at our best today, but we 
showed a battling quality that typi-
fies the team. 

“I’m really pleased with the ef-
fort and to be in the final. I’d like 
to give a special mention to Robin 
(Willows) who wasn’t feeling well 
but still turned up and had an excel-
lent game today.”

Jamie Summers
SPORTS REPORTER

Jamie Summers
SPORTS REPORTER

Derwent 1sts 6

James 1sts 3

Alcuin 1sts 3
Halifax 1sts 1



 

A STUNNING second half free kick 
from Alex Tringham sealed Hali-
fax firsts’ place in the College Cup 
final yesterday, as they ran out as 
deserved 3-1 victors over Halifax 
seconds.

Matt Darling’s firsts side had 
taken an early first half lead through 
Matt Mawdesley and doubled that 
courtesy of a Mitch Barwick own 
goal, both coming as a result of the 
fearsome long throws of Hamish 
Denham.

Ryan Doherty pulled one back 
in the second half, the first goal Hal-
ifax firsts have conceded all tourna-
ment, but Tringham’s spectacular 
effort quelled any hopes of a late 
resurgence.

The firsts will now go into the 
final to play the winner of today’s 
match between James thirds and 
Derwent firsts.

Naturally, the firsts team were 
heavy favourites going into the 
match, with crossovers Connor Mc-
Coy, Connor Meckin, and Denham 
all playing for their senior side. Dar-
ling also called up Dave Lewis from 
the seconds to fill his subs bench.

That left seconds skipper John-
ny McGuinness, who was already 
faced with a depleted squad, with 
little option but to call upon a raft of 
thirds players. 

And, as expected, last year’s 
College Cup runners-up started 
brightly. A Kieran Gennoy cross 
from the right was met at the back 
post by Tom Day, but he could only 
put his header over the bar.

Tringham showed his intent 
early on too, striding forward from 
centre-half to unleash a vicious left-
footed shot that swerved violently 
and only just skimmed past Bar-
wick’s post, the keeper confident 
enough to let it fly past.

It was a heated opening, both 
sides clearly up to the challenge and 
exchanging a few words with referee 
Joe Lawton.

With less than ten minutes on 
the clock, Mawdesley opened the 
scoring with almost a carbon copy 
of his goal against Vanbrugh sec-
onds in the quarter finals.

The midfielder arrived late at 
the back post to nod in the first of 
Denham’s bullet throws and put his 
side in command.

The firsts looked like running 
riot at this stage, playing some ex-
quisite passing football that left the 
seconds chasing shadows.

Ash Daly went close twice, curl-
ing one shot over the bar before his 
driven free kick was diverted away 
from goal by his teammate Dan 
Jones.

In a continuous onslaught 
of pressure, Tringham planted a 
downward header just wide of the 
post from another pinpoint Gennoy 
delivery, before he again tried his 
luck from long distance.

This time he got a bit closer, 
rattling the crossbar with Barwick 
again beaten.

But when the seemingly inevi-
table second goal did come in was 
in rather unfortunate, and indeed 
calamitous, circumstances. 

Denham again was the archi-
tect with a long throw from the 
right, which this time sailed straight 
towards the net.

Had Barwick left it and allowed 
it to go in the goal would not have 
stood, but he instead attempted the 

catch and ended up palming the ball 
in off the bar.

On the stroke of half-time, Hal-
ifax seconds at last mustered their 
first shot on goal, and a superb ef-
fort it was. 

Henry Collins hit a dipping shot 
from the edge of the D that, much 
like Tringham’s effort at the other 
end, came back off the bar. It was 
about the closest Fax keeper Jonny 
Sim had come to conceding all tour-
nament, but his 100 per cent clean 
sheet record wouldn’t last for long.

At the start of the second half, 
Elliot Ragan fed Doherty who, de-
spite the vociferous calls for offside, 
kept his cool to finish unerringly be-
yond Sim, hammering a low drive 
into the corner to hand the seconds 
an unlikely lifeline.

After the goal, McGuinness’ 
team visibly grew in confidence, 
with the play far more frenetic than 
in the one-sided first half.

Connor McCoy, who had been 
so influential in getting the seconds 
to this stage of the competition with 
his performances in the group stage, 
was looking the most dangerous 
man on the pitch. 

He continually tormented 
McGuinness down the left wing and 
could have added to his personal 
tally for the tournament but hooked 
his effort wide.

Darling was keen to make his 
superior squad size tell, with Meck-

in, Lewis, and Guy Bowden all com-
ing on in the closing 20 minutes to  
provide the fresh legs needed to see 
out the game.

McCoy produced a moment of 
trickery for the crowd to enjoy, beat-
ing his marker with style as he cut in 
from the left and fired a shot wide of 
the post.

But with 15 minutes left on the 
clock, Tringham all but sealed his 
side’s progression. 

Standing over a free kick 20 
yards out, the defender let fly with 
a beautiful dipping shot that curled 
away from the sprawling Barwick 
and nestled into the top corner. 

It was a superb strike, and a fit-
ting way to book Halifax firsts’ place 
in the final.

To their credit, the 
seconds kept fighting 
throughout the match, 
but with the score at 
3-1 they never seriously 
looked like finding their 
way back into it. 3-1 was how 
it ended, with no repeat of last 
week’s string of upsets.

That makes it seven wins 
from seven for Halifax, and 
three consecutive College 
Cup finals. 

Having lost out in 2012 
on penalties to Vanbrugh, 
the Fax contingent will 
no doubt be out to dis-
pel some demons and get 

back to the form that saw them win 
on the JLD in 2011.

Derwent firsts were the oppo-
nents in the final that year and look 
set to renew that rivalry, though 
they will have to get past the giant-
killing specialists James thirds to-
day. 

But with Halifax’s 100 per cent 
winning record intact as they 

head into the final and still just 
the one goal conceded all 

tournament, whoever 
they face will be in for 

a tough challenge 
against Matt Dar-

ling’s team, partic-
ularly if the likes 
of Tringham 
and Mawdesley 
can keep up the 
good form  they 
have shown 
so far in this 
year’s Cup.
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Tringham 
goal settles 
all-Halifax 
semi final
Halifax 1sts 3

Halifax 2nds 1

Dan Holland
DEPUTY EDITOR

Halifax 1sts: 
Sim, Darling, 
Tringahm, Seed, 
Gennoy (Bowden), 
Jones (Meckin), 
Mawdesley, Daly, 
McCoy, Day, 
Denham (Lewis.)

Halifax 2nds: 
Barwick, McGuin-
ness, Bull, Howarth, 
Cornwell, Collins, 
Henry, Kershaw, 
Ragan, Harrison, 
Doherty (Stans-
field).

1sts MOTM: Alex Tringham

2nds MOTM: Ed Henry

Halifax firsts secured their place in a third successive College Cup final with a 3-1 victory over Halifax seconds

Match Stats
Fouls

Offsides

Shots

Corners

2
5

0
0

3
2

Possession
60%

40%

14

3

4

2

Shots 
on 

target

Halifax 1sts
Halifax 2nds

ALEX SLINGSBY



DERWENT SECONDS have pro-
gressed through to the Plate semi-
final relatively smoothly, narrowly 
missing out on the Cup after losing 
to Vanbrugh seconds. 

Their campaign begun in poor 
fashion, drawing to heavy under-
dogs Alcuin thirds. However, they 
picked up their game and finished 
off the group stages with a battling 
2-0 defeat to a James firsts side that 
looked untouchable in the group 
stages. Their win over Derwent 
thirds was solid but unspectacular 
and they need to be on good form 
to progress past Halifax thirds, but 
they should do it. Derwent will miss 
their crossover players Ryan Gwin-
nett, Mirhire Overo-Tarrimo and 
Mark Askham, who are likely to play 
the firsts match beforehand. 

Halifax meanwhile have not 
had an easy run through the group 
stages, but did well to come through 
their quarter final against a poor Al-
cuin firsts side on penalties. 

After Alcuin captain Chris Boyd 
hit a 20 yard equaliser, Halifax could 
have capitulated in the shootout, but 
they kept their calm and sealed the 

win. Crossover midfielder Ed Henry 
has been crucial to both the 3rds 
and 2nds success and they will need 
him to be on top form. Other players 
to watch are Ryan Doherty and cap-
tain James McNeill, who have made 
sterling contributions. 

McNeill spoke ahead of the semi 
final, “After starting slowly in the 
group stage due to not really having 
played as a team before, we played 
better in every game which meant 
we got into the plate. Our best game 
to date was beating Alcuin firsts in 
the quarter final of the plate which 
should mean we can push on to win-
ning the semi final with another 
good performance that I know my 
team can give.”

Schoenmaker was optimistic 
of his team’s chances, “Derwent 2s 
had a slow start with a draw against 
Alcuin 3s in a tough group. Despite 
this slow start we played some very 
nice football and came out third in 
the group. We came out on top in an 
exciting Plate quarter final against 
our own 3s, who have performed 
exceptionally well throughout the 
whole tournament and we are 
looking forward to playing Halifax 
thirds. 

“Though Halifax 3s are a pas-
sionate side I  expect us to make it 
to the final with this team. Unfor-
tunately we miss Aris Moro and our 
own star player Masashi Nozaki, but 
we have enough quality to put up a 
great game in the semis.”

 

ALCUIN THIRDS began their Vase 
campaign in fine form. They put 
Derwent fifths to the sword and 
won their quarter final 3-1 despite a 
spirited performance from their op-
position.

As a squad that have been to-
gether for a long time, they are ca-
pable of some wonderful team per-
formances, most notably their hard 
fought draw with Derwent seconds 
in their first game. Star man up 
front George Brough equalised for 

his side and they were able to de-
fend fiercely for the rest of the game 
to come out with a surprise 1-1 draw. 

While they have not been able 
to match that kind of result in their 

subsequent matches, they are 
certainly capable of progress-
ing to the final.

Langwith seconds will 
be hoping to recreate the bat-
tling performance that saw 
them to the semi final; they 
defeated James fourths 2-1 
in a hard fought game. 

Langwith captain Sam 
Morley spoke ahead of the 
match, “I think Langwith 
2s haven’t reached their 
full potential yet. The loss 
of Andy Doyle before any 
matches were played and 

Mike Dunnett-Stone being unavail-
able for a lot of the matches weak-
ened our squad. 

“One man shouldn’t make 
that much difference but we 

could really have done 
with that quality in 

the middle of the 
pitch. 

“We’re looking 
forward to the semi 

final against Alcuin 3s, it 
should be a good battle. 
They have a lot of qual-
ity in their midfield so it 
should be a good game.”

 

 

WHEN JAMES thirds stunned 
James firsts to secure a spot in the 
semi final it began one of the fair-
ytales of College Cup 2013.

Now they’ll be hoping they can 
see their fairytale carry on all the 
way to the final. But Derwent firsts 
stand in their way, and they’ll be 
looking to right the wrongs of last 
year’s semi when they crashed out 
on penalties to eventual winners 
Vanbrugh. 

Derwent have been in good 
form throughout the Cup, and 
whilst their quarter final against 
Goodricke was hardly one for the 
books, they did the job and ran out 
1-0 winners. 

Despite a momentary blip 
against Vanbrugh in a highly con-
troversial and heated match, Der-
went have proved that they are a 
force to be reckoned with. 

Ollie Harrison will be one of 
Derwent’s main men. He has lead 
from the front so far and with three 
goals, two assists and five clean 
sheets under his belt he’ll be hop-

ing to lead his side all the way to the 
final. 

Harrison has plenty of College 
Cup experience to call upon from 
the likes of Dan Atherton and four-
goal David Kirk. But the addition of 
freshers Joe Easter, Dave Belshaw, 
and Jamie Trant has given Derwent 
an added dimension.

If their frontmen are firing on 
all cylinders tomorrow then they 
will surely have too much for James. 
They have reinforcements on the 
bench as well with the likes of Ryan 
Gwinnett and Alex D’Albertanson, 
who can certainly freshen things 

up for if they’re struggling to find a 
goal.

However, James are not a side 
to be sneered at. They were in great 
form in the quarters and have some 
danger men that Derwent should be 
cautious of. 

Their captain Ameer Alhasan is 
in fine form, having impressed for 
both the seconds and thirds. They 
have a solid defence with Jordan 
Steel proving particularly impres-
sive so far. 

While Derwent are undoubt-
edly favourites, they would be un-
wise to underestimate James, who 
have shown they are not a side to be 
taken lightly.

Derwent captain Harrison 
spoke to Nouse about the upcoming 
semi final: “As for the team, I’m hap-
py with how we’ve played thus far, 
however, I still feel we have another 
gear to go up. We’ve not conceded 
a goal in five weeks and haven’t 
looked like doing so. 

“Offensively we’ve created 
scores of chances and had we been 
a little more clinical we could have 
seen some ridiculous score lines. 

“As for Tuesday, our greatest 
threat is to underestimate James 
thirds. They’ve already caused the 
competitions biggest upset and we 
will have to guard against compla-
cency to reach the final.”

His opposite number Alhasan 
said, “We are pleased to have sur-
prised a lot of people by reaching 
the semi-final stage and hope to 
continue surprising everyone. 

“If we can maintain our level of 
commitment and intensity through-
out the Cup, we know we can do 
well. Having said that, it is clear 
we are massive underdogs in com-
parison to the teams left, so expecta-
tions are realistic.
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James thirds looking 
for another Cup upset

James thirds celebrate their penalty shootout win in last week’s quarter final against James firsts on the JLD
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Alcuin and Langwith battle for Vase final

Depleted 
Derwent 
face Halifax
George Barrett
SPORTS EDITOR

Beth Jakubowski
SPORTS EDITOR

Derwent 1sts: 
Woodcock; 
Askham, Brandreth, 
Belshaw, Harrison; 
Trant, Earle, Easter, 
Overo-Tarimo, 
Atherton; Kirk.

James 3rds: 
Lake; Schof-
ield, Manners, 
Steel, Embleton; 
Blumsom, Mabe, 
Goodwin, Alhasan, 
Siva; White.

Likely Lineups

Alcuin 3rds: 
Thurloway; 
Bentham, Carney, 
Taube, Quintana; 
Armstrong, Bugeja, 
Chambers, Page, 
Pearce; Brough.

Langwith 2nds: 
Williamson; Morley, 
Starling, Waters, 
Hannah; Pegg, 
Burnell, Morton, 
Hemingway, 
Dunnett-Stone, 
MacDonald.

Likely Lineups

Derwent 2nds: 
Woodcock; Elvin, 
Moris, Gow, Schoe-
namker; Highland, 
Fisher, Eyles, 
Bradshaw; Nock, 
Garness.

Halifax 3rds: 
Ziegler; Horn, 
Cornwell, Mason, 
Kershaw; McNeill, 
Henry, Dixon, 
Harrison, Doherty; 
Reick. 

Likely Lineups

AGATHA TORRANCE



HALIFAX FIRSTS captain Matt 
Darling was in buoyant mood yes-
terday afternoon, as his side secured 
their place in a third consecutive 
College Cup final.

A superb free kick from Alex 
Tringham sealed the 3-1 win 
over Halifax seconds, after Matt 
Mawdesley had opened the scoring 
and a Mitch Barwick own goal had 
made it 2-0 at half-time.

Ultimately, it was a routine win 
for the firsts side against a depleted 
seconds outfit who were missing 
their key crossover players in the 
shape of Connor McCoy, Connor 
Meckin, and Hamish Denham, who 
set up the opening two goals with 
his devastating long throws.

At full-time, Darling told 
Nouse, “I’m happy with that. 

“It was only going to be a poten-
tial banana skin, with them missing 
a few players. 

“With the crowd cheering them 
on we knew it was going to be diffi-
cult for us, but I’m pleased to win 3-1 
and absolutely delighted to make it 
three finals in three years since I’ve 
been here as well.”

Halifax reached the semi final 
after beating Vanbrugh seconds 1-0 
a week earlier, and having topped 
their group comfortably after the 
first five weeks of competition.

Darling and his side now await 
the result of today’s semi final be-
tween Derwent firsts and James 
thirds, with the final provisionally 
scheduled to be played at the end of 
this week.

Asked about his side’s chances, 
Darling said: “I think we’ve got a 
great chance. 

“We’ve got as good a team as 
anybody in this tournament and on 
our day, if our big players perform, 
we will beat them.” 

Seconds captain Johnny 
McGuinness, whose side were al-
ways going to be the underdogs 
with so many of their key players 
called up to the firsts, commented, 
“I’m a bit disappointed to go out of 

the College Cup, but we did really 
well for a seconds team to reach the 
semis. 

“Against the firsts we were nev-
er expected to win, and they played 
really well today, so did we.

“We had so many players miss-
ing today, and we were mainly com-
prised of a thirds team today to be 
honest. 

“Everyone played well though, 
so I have to be happy.”

The seconds had beaten de-
fending champions Vanbrugh firsts 
on penalties to reach the semi finals, 
but there was to be no repeat of last 
week’s series of upsets.

Whether James thirds can re-

peat their Cup heroics of last week, 
when they beat the highly-fancied 
James firsts on penalties follwing 
a battling 0-0 draw, remains to be 
seen, with Derwent going into this 
afternoon’s game as heavy favour-
ites.

Yesterday’s success means Hali-
fax firsts qualify for a third succes-
sive final on the JLD. Derwent were 
their opponents last time they won, 
a Tringham goal capping a 2-0 vic-
tory in 2011’s College Cup tourna-
ment.

But the Fax do have some de-
mons to exorcise, having lost in an 
agonising penalty shootout follow-
ing a 1-1 draw with Vanbrugh last 
year. 

Star midfielder Mawdesley was 
absent that day, so Darling will be 
hoping that, with a full strength 
squad at his disposal, Halifax can go 
all the way this time.

With seven wins from seven 
so far and only one goal conceded 
in the entire competition, scored 
by Ryan Doherty yesterday, Halifax 
have certainly justified their tag as 
one of the perennial pre-tourna-
ment favourites.
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Halifax hunt 
for win in third 
successive final
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