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Conflict between student promoters and York Parties

CONFLICT HAS arisen between 
York Parties and their student club 
promoters, following accusations 
that the company failed to pay the 
promoters in full and ignored com-
munications.  

Adam James Hamilton, more 
commonly known as Adam Jay, is 
the owner of York Parties. York Par-
ties is responsible for promoting 

and running the three YUSU-spon-
sored club nights: Kuda Tuesday, 
Tokyo Thursday and Vodka Revolu-
tion Sunday, as well as other events 
around York. York Parties are not 
employed directly by YUSU but by 
the clubs themselves.

Jay has been accused of paying 
student promoters as little as £1.50 
for a night’s work of getting clubbers 
through the doors, as well as avoid-
ing contact with these promoters 

when worries about low payment 
were raised.

One former Brand Manager of 
the Kuda Tuesdays club night, a stu-
dent at the University of York, made 
a series of allegations about Jay’s 
treatment of both him, and other 
promoters, during their time work-
ing for York Parties.

“Every single sales rep that was 
promoting for Adam’s night for 
Kuda Tuesdays were also mistreat-

ed. The majority of my reps were 
also reps for other nights run by 
York Parties. They never received 
money until I sent a letter of griev-
ance” the promoter told Nouse.

The Brand Manager has also al-
leged that he is owed £3800, based 
on a contract which was promised 
by Jay, and that he was forced to pay 
promoters working for York Parties 
out of his own pocket, because Jay 
had failed to do so.

He has claimed that a contract 
had been agreed verbally, but would 
be formalised at a later date be-
tween Jay and himself. However he 
told Nouse that the targets set were 
so high that there was no realis-
tic chance of getting the promised 
money.

Though they had agreed to a 

Continued on page 2

A former Brand Manager and student at the University of York has alleged that he is owed £3800 for his work for York Parties
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MEMBERS OF the band Sugark-
ing allegedly  ‘trashed’  a room in 
Goodricke on Saturday after they 
performed at the college’s annual 
festival, GoodFest.

One student talked of the mess 
telling Nouse “my friend certainly 
had a nightmare of the evening try-
ing to sort it out”.

The band were allocated the 
seminar room to use during the 
event. The source continued saying 
that there was “no lasting break-
ages to furniture but they’d smashed 
glasses against walls and overturned 
tables”.

Another source told Nouse that  
“In terms of the actual seminar 
room, there was smashed glass all 
over the floor and beer stains all over 
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Students will launch social enter-
prise named Life Updates with the 
aim of tackling loneliness in old age. 
It is hoped that teaching the elderly 
to use the internet will help them to 
communicate with others more eas-
ily, reducing feelings of social isola-
tion. Approximately 10 per cent of 
people aged 65 and over report fre-
quent feelings of loneliness, which-
can lead to depression and affect 
physical well-being. Life Updates 
will form part of ENACTUS, a glob-
al student-run organisation “com-
mitted to using... entrepreneurial 
action to transform lives”.
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York chemists through 
to competition final 

Reporting by Amy Wong

Researchers from the University 
have been named as finalists in this 
year’s Royal Society of Chemistry’s 
Emerging Technologies Competi-
tion. Professor James Clark and 
Dr Vitaliy Budarin will pitch a pat-
ented, low-temperature microwave 
technology to commercial experts 
at the Royal Society of Chemistry’s 
London headquarters on 25 June. 
The technology was developed by 
the University’s Green Chemistry 
Centre and makes it possible for 
biomass to be converted into high 
value chemicals, energy products 
and materials. If they are successful, 
they will win £10,000 and receive 
mentoring from the competition’s 
multinational parters. 
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York sixteenth in uni 
league table
The University of York has been 
ranked sixteenth for the second year 
running by The Guardian’s univer-
sity league tables. The University 
was awarded a score of 74 out of 
100, less than one point lower than 
the University of Loughborough, 
which scored 74.5. The University of 
Cambridge once again claimed the 
top spot. The league table takes into 
account a number of criteria, in-
cluding the average entry tariff, the 
amount of money spent on students 
and the quality of the teaching.

 

sum of £200 a week if they 
managed to get at least 650 peo-
ple into Kuda each week along 
with other targets, the student felt 
they did not get a fair financial 
settlement when targets were not 
reached.

“I was given targets which were 
impossible to reach, and even af-
ter trying so hard to reach them, 
Adam still refused to pay me and 
ignored all messages regarding my 
pay.

“I have been constantly been 
ignored by Adam and left in the 
dark about everything, despite be-
ing a Brand Manager.”

In a previous official letter of 
grievance sent to Jay, the student 
elaborated:

“I had to get Kallum Taylor, 
YUSU President involved to help 
me get my money and he assured 
me I would get my money as York 
Parties are under a YUSU contract 
and any malpractice with pay-

ing students will come with conse-
quences. 

“Eventually [Jay] gave me £400 
(£600 less than expected if it my 
pay was £200 per week) and the 
money for my rep’s commission.”

However, Jay responded to these 
accusations, highlighting York Par-
ties’ investment in a computerised 
system to ensure promoters were 
paid fairly, as well as his personal ef-
forts to settle the matter.

He told Nouse: “It was my be-
lief that this matter was amicably 
resolved and that York Parties had 
gone beyond anything that was ac-
tually required of us in order to en-
sure that the individual was treated 
as fairly as possible.

“We have gone through the fine 
detail and numbers with YUSU and 
the complainant, who, at the end of 
that process, had accepted the value 
for work done at £238 and a total 
of £638.

“When you consider the practice 
of recruiting a rep consists of ask-
ing, ‘Would you like to be a rep for 
this event? Click on the URL and 

login,’ I’m sure you appreciate just 
how little was done. This wasn’t a 
case of us disputing one or two reps 
in order to pay targets–work simply 
wasn’t done.”

Jay said: “It had become my 
opinion that the individual thought 
that he could use York Parties’ rela-
tionship with YUSU as a reason to 
not do the required work of hit tar-
gets, but still be paid for it.”

However, another previous York 
Parties Brand Manager, also speak-
ing under conditions of anonymity, 
was adamant that payments had 
been withheld from numerous pro-
moters and other Brand Managers.

He said: “Ask anyone who pro-
motes in York or knows anything 
about York’s nightlife about York 
Parties, and they will say to you, ‘Oh, 
are they the ones who don’t pay?’”.

Kallum Taylor, YUSU Presi-
dent, was involved in negotiations 
between York Parties and the com-
plainant. He told Nouse: “At this 
time of year – when we’re looking 
at who to work with for next year’s 
club nights – we should be really 

careful with these complaints espe-
cially as we’ve only actually received 
one. If people have a genuine issue 
they should hit us up and we’ll look 
into it.

“On the one complaint we did 
receive – because there was no con-
tract - I made no assurances that 
we’d get them ‘their money’ but 
instead said we’d do everything we 
could, which was pretty hard given 
that barely any targets had been 
met. 

“Beyond those that had been 
met, and paid for, it was one word 
and against another. 

“York Parties were under no ob-
ligation to pay a penny more once 
they had paid for the targets which 
were met, but still offered £200 as 
an acknowledgement of ‘something’ 
being done above what had been 
paid, despite it being at best im-
measurable and, at worst, question-
able.

“Now however, we’ll be making 
sure that all student staff employed 
by our partners for next year are un-
der contract.”
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A STUDENT has spoken out over  
the inadequacies of the University’s 
Student Support Services system af-
ter she allegedly underwent months 
of psychological bullying within her 
own home.

Sally, who wished for her real 
name to be withheld, felt “alone and 
without a life in her own home” af-
ter falling out with a housemate.

She told Nouse: “He verbally 
abused me, sent numerous abu-
sive text messages, cyberbullied me 
through Facebook and psychologi-
cally tormented me. Even after lock-
ing myself in my room, after one 
particular incident, he continued to 
bang on my door and shout at me. 
He would often smash objects such 
as plates and cups and kick doors to 
intimidate me.” 

Sally went on to say, “I wasn’t 
eating properly and I had difficul-
ties sleeping. I wasn’t able to do any 
academic work and I was missing 
lectures and seminars.”

The University eventually pro-
vided Sally with funds to leave the 
property. Nouse understands that 
the harassment allegations have 
been fully investigated by the Uni-
versity, although outcomes of such 
investigations are confidential.

However she has gone on to 
accuse the University’s Student 
Support Service staff of a “failure 
to understand the grandeur of the 
situation”. 

Sally told Nouse: “They didn’t 
respond to my emails very quickly 
and there are several emails they 

never bothered to respond to at all. 
I think they should have dealt with 
the situation faster.  In the begin-
ning, the staff there only suggested I 
should look for alternative housing 
and find somebody else to replace 
me.”

Sally believes this lack of un-

derstanding stemmed from the psy-
chological and non-physical nature 
of the bullying. According to Sally, 
the housemate never threatened 
her with any kind of violent act. The 
bullying could also not be classed as 
domestic violence due to the fact the 
pair had never been romantically 
linked. 

Sally said she felt that had he 
hit her “he would obviously have 
been removed.” 

“because he didn’t hit me, he 
psychologically bullied me–it wasn’t 
a clear cut case.” The student also 
sought advice from the University’s 
counselling service, the Open Door 
team. Despite showing empathy, the 
student believes that the service did 
not offer appropriate advice. 

“Despite being empathetic 
Open Door told me not respond to 
any aggressive texts, outbursts and 

incidents”, Sally told Nouse. When 
asked whether this helped the situ-
ation, she said: “While Open Door 
supported and advised me as best as 
they could, they were unable to sug-
gest a better course of action.”

Sally went on to say: “It was my 
academic department who fought 
and continue to fight for me.”
The student also believes that the 
case calls for greater attention to be 
given to students who live off-cam-
pus: “When you are in halls it can 
seem a lot easier to inform a college 
tutor and to move quickly into dif-
ferent accommodation. When you 
get to second year and third year 
and you’re living outside, you’re ef-
fectively left on your own and ex-
pected to deal with it.”

Sally believes that in-house 
bullying is an issue which needs to 
be brought to awareness. She told 
Nouse: “Mine can’t be a unique situ-
ation”.

George Offer, YUSU Welfare 
Officer, commented on the situa-
tion, saying: “Although one student 
has spoken out, it’s important to 
remember that Student Support 
Services help hundreds of students 
every year, most of whom are re-
ally satisfied with the help they get. 
Casework is often complex, and 
the University doesn’t always get it 
right, but if you’re ever unsure what 
help you can or should access in dif-
ficult situations remember you can 
get advice from YUSU.”

Sally warned other students of 
the possibility of bullying, saying: 
“When you get put in student hous-
ing, there is a tendency to accept 

anything that occurs. But at 18, 19, 
20 you have only lived with your 
parents. 

“You know that everybody can 
be a bit rowdy or a bit lary. You 
don’t know what is normal or what 
isn’t normal. I’d advise others to 
trust their instincts. If it seems like 
it’s not getting better–don’t blame 
yourself and get out.” 

A University spokesperson de-
clined to comment on the situation, 
saying: “We are not able to com-
ment on individual cases.” 

“The University’s harassment 
policies do cover situations that may 
arise online and via social media. 
The Open Door Team do help ad-
dress issues and provide ongoing 
support but won’t always be able to 
address issues entirely to every stu-
dent’s satisfaction.”

“Off campus students have ac-
cess to all support services whether 
this be those based in their College, 
Student led support (including 
nightline) or from Student Support 
Services”. 
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The seminar room which was allocated to Sugarking during GoodFest was reportedly left a mess

Student condemns University 
support after housemate bullying

        because he 
didn’t hit me,  he 
psychologically
bullied me, it wasn’t 
a clear cut case
Sally

“ !”

the carpet.
“A couple of the band members 

were nice but one was particularly 
remorseless and obnoxious”.

Tara Annison, Chair of 
Goodricke College, refused to com-
ment on the identity of those who 
were responsible for the room 

wreckage. She did tell Nouse that 
“damage was done to the room but 
nothing structural was damaged 
and the room will be cleared up 
and returned to normal” by Sunday 
evening.

Sugarking denied their involve-

ment in the event, saying: “We were 
really annoyed the state of the room 
too [sic] , and we really shouldn’t 
have left the door open to allow it to 
happen. 

“It’s really not the end of the 
world though, and we really won’t 
let it ruin what was a quality gig and 
day for Sugarking at GoodFest. The 
event was fantastic and everyone 
was so welcoming – we’ll be back in 
York very soon after our EP launch 
this Friday.”

Sugarking were one of six 
main acts at Goodfest, accompany-
ing Sons & Lovers, Coasts, Y Street 
Band, Boney, and Dandy & Delions. 
The band have played at many Uni-
versity events in the past few years, 
including the Summer Ball this 
year. One of the band members is 
the brother of Kallum Taylor.

GoodFest included a variety 
of events with an assault course, 
shisha, comedians, tie dye, pole ex-
ercises, and face painting and was 
the fifth time the event had been 
held. Security have not confirmed 
that  the band were responsible for 
the mess, organisers are waiting on 
CCTV footage.

Goodricke seminar room reportedly ‘trashed’ after festival

Fiona Parker
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

JHAYMESISVIPHOTOGRAPHY

Sally has alleged that she was cyberbullied by her housemate for months
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        It’s really not 
the end of the world 
though,  and we 
really won’t let it 
ruin what was a 
quality gig !”
“ 

Sugarking



Economics papers branded a ‘joke’
ECONOMICS STUDENTS have 
voiced their anger after a series of 
misprints and formatting errors 
were found in their summer term 
exam papers.

Second year Economics stu-
dents found problems with three of 
their exams. The paper topics were 
Commodity Markets, Mathematics 
for Economists and Econometrics 
for Economists. The errors were 
compiled in a report by student 
course representative David Sis-
sons.

The report states: “Mathemat-
ics for Economists has been labelled 
a joke by many over one question in 
particular. In the top trading cycle 
question there was no table provid-
ed at all! In Econometrics for Econ-
omists, there was a correction sheet 
provided. Many students did not 
realise the importance of this sheet 
and missed out on using it entirely.”

“In Commodity Markets, five 
minutes before the exam started, an 
error was spotted by the paper setter 
who spent five minutes correcting it 
(so delaying the start). A few min-
utes into the exam, he stopped the 
paper to let everyone know ques-
tion two had a major error in it. He 
wrote the correct solution on the 
board then left to re-write question 
two, before handing it out.

However, this newly corrected 
version also contained errors. Sis-
sons’ report states that “one was 
pointed out but he [the paper set-
ter] tried to justify it as not being 
an error. Another was spotted by 
multiple students. The error was ad-
mitted by the paper setter. He then 
didn’t tell anyone else, only the stu-
dent who directly asked him.”

Sam Baldwin, an Economics 
student who sat the Commodity 

Markets exam said: “I feel hugely 
let down by the department that 
the exam occurred in this manner, 
despite an additional 15 minutes be-
ing added onto the exam time. Hav-
ing spoken to many other students 
about this, they were all in agree-
ment that no exam should have 
been so poorly organised, written 
and dealt with, especially as the out-
come will contribute to the overall 
degree grade.”

Himalee Tailor, a second-year 
Economics student said: “After re-
ceiving a table that should have 
been part of the paper, we were told 
that it was impossible to answer the 
question as the table was wrong... 
The constant updates distracted 
our train of thought and when mis-
takes were found and the lecturer 
was contacted, there was no sign of 
him. I feel that this is highly unpro-
fessional and, because this has hap-
pened more than once, it is unac-
ceptable.”

Another second year Econom-
ics student told Nouse: “I fail to see 
how a leading academic can be so 
incapable of writing an exam paper.”

A University of York spokesper-
son responded to the exam errors, 
commenting: “The Department of 
Economics is aware of the misprints 
in the Commodity Markets, Econo-
metrics for Economists and Mathe-
matics for Economists exam papers. 

“The misprints in the Econo-
metrics for Economists paper were 
found before the exam took place; 
an additional sheet containing the 
corrections... was added to the exam 
and students were made aware of 
the changes.

“The misprints for the Com-
modity Markets and the Mathemat-
ics for Economists are regrettable 
and are due to formatting problems 
between different versions of the 

papers. The markers of both papers 
will take due consideration of this 
fact.”

Thomas Ron, YUSU Disabled 
Students Officer, raised the issue 
of the welfare of disabled students 
during the error-laden Economics 
exams. Some students take their ex-
ams in a separate location to other 
students, with a different invigila-
tor. Complaints have been made 
that disabled students taking their 
exams outside of Central Hall were 
not provided with the correction 
sheet during the Econometrics for 
Economists exam.

Ron said: “It is really concern-
ing to me that the Economics de-
partment would not see the need to 
ensure that all students had the cor-
rections to their papers. Not every 
student sits in the main room, and 
frankly, if a lecturer messes up on an 

exam, they should take the time out 
of their lives to go around and en-
sure everyone knows of the problem 
so no one is penalised.The Econom-
ics department really needs to re-
member that not all students are the 
same, and be a lot more accommo-
dating towards disabled students.”

He added: “The issue of not tell-
ing students in separate locations of 
faults with the paper is hardly en-
demic to Economics, and I am going 
to be discussing with the exam office 
on how to fix this issue.”

Outside of Economics, second-
year students sitting the Linear 
Algebra Mathematics exam were 
asked a question not taught in their 
lectures. Mathematics Professor 
Maxim Nazarov sent an email on 
behalf of the department apologis-
ing to students after the exam.

The email said: “We have just 

found that the formal definition of 
invariant suspace was not given in 
the lectures. It seems it has fallen in 
between the two parts of the course, 
with the change of lecturers.” 

The email went on to promise 
all who sat the exam full marks for 
the question regardless of their an-
swers.

Alice Mills, a second-year 
Maths and Economics student said 
of the Linear Algebra paper: “It was 
annoying to be asked a question 
that wasn’t based on material from 
the lecture notes, but I am satisfied 
that the department is compensat-
ing for the error.”

Luke Burgess, a Maths student 
who also sat the exam, said: “I think 
that it was a very easy mistake to 
have made, but more care should 
definitely have been taken when 
writing the paper.”

UNIVERSITIES SHOULD lower 
admissions requirements for stu-
dents from comprehensive school 
backgrounds, according to a recent 
study. 

The study, commissioned by 
the Department of Education and 
conducted by The University of 
Warwick and The Institute for Fis-
cal Studies, found students from 
non-selective state schools possess 
greater academic potential and go 
on to achieve higher results at uni-
versity than their privately educated 
peers. 

Findings from the report re-
veal that when comparing students 
with similar attainment levels from 
non-selective state schools and in-
dependent schools, students from 
non-selective state schools were 
more likely to graduate with a better 
degree classification and less likely 
to drop out. One of the key findings 
from the paper showed that an in-
dependently educated student was 
10 per cent less likely to get a first 
or a 2:1 degree than their compre-

hensive school educated peer. This 
was based on a comparison of the 
A-Level and GCSE results of stu-
dents from differing academic back-
grounds who were studying similar 
subjects at university. 

The report concludes with the 
cautious suggestion that the find-
ings of the study “may, in turn, sug-
gest that university entry require-
ments could be lowered for pupils 
from non-selective or low-value-
added state schools in order to 
equalise the potential of all students 
being admitted to university.” 

Claire Crawford, the author of 
the report, has suggested that the 
findings could be useful to univer-
sities when taking account of the 
offers they give out to prospective 
students, particularly when consid-
ering widening participation. 

Students from lower achieving 
state schools are less likely to apply 
for and attend more prestigious uni-
versities, however following these 
results favouring the higher aca-
demic attainment of comprehen-
sive school students, high-ranking 
universities may begin to consider 

encouraging  students from said 
academic backgrounds. 

Some universities from across 
the UK already have schemes in 
place that take into account non-
academic criteria. 

The University of Leeds’ ‘Access 
to Leeds’ scheme lets students pro-
vide wider contextual information 
and is aimed specifically at students 
who may be unable to demonstrate 
their strengths based solely on their 
A-level grades. 

A University spokesperson told 
Nouse: “The University’s widening 
participation strategy is focused on 
increasing the number of students 
from the lowest socio-economic 
groups, rather than on students 
from a particular type of school.  
We are very successful in this - we 
attract a higher proportion of stu-
dents from disadvantaged back-
grounds than other Russell Group 
universities.  

“We take into account individu-
al circumstances in making offers to 
applicants, but we do not systemati-
cally discriminate in favour of appli-
cants from state schools.”
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THE WELL-WORN corridors of 
the infamous Vanbrugh accommo-
dation block Eric Milner A have 
been allocated £160,000 for refur-
bishment by the University. 

Earlier this year Nouse reported 
on the dilapidated state of the build-
ing and the unhappiness of its resi-
dents, with many reporting sight-
ings of rats and silverfish. 

One student stated that they 
also had “broken lights, broken win-
dows, mould in their rooms, clogged 
drains, broken showers and broken 
toilets”. 

Another resident commented: 
“The attitude seems to be ‘That’s 
Eric A for you, just get on with it!’ 

whereas if the same problems were 
in Barbara Scott or Donald Barron 
there would be a much bigger deal 
made about it.”

There were fears that the build-
ing, built in 1969, would be demol-
ished along with its neighbour Eric 
Milner D.

The University has allocated 
funds for repairs to entrance ways, 
bathrooms, kitchens, dining rooms 
and a general “deep cleaning” pro-
gramme. The improvements are 
due to be made by the start of the 
next academic year.

Michael Duncan, Chair of Van-
brugh College, told Nouse: “While 
this certainly doesn’t make up for 
the problems in Eric A this year, I 
think this is a really positive step for 
the future. I’m glad that the Univer-
sity has recognised that these older 
blocks need significant investment 
if they’re going to have students liv-
ing in them for years to come.  

“I’m looking forward to carry-
ing on working closely with the uni-
versity and the college to make sure 
that this money is spent in the best 
way possible for future generations 
of Eric A residents. 

“At the same time, though, I 
hope the University will recognise 
that, if they apply for it, compensa-
tion for this year’s residents would 
be more than fair.”

News
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MR TINDC

The organisers of a greyhound rescue charity, the 
Tia Greyhound and Lurcher Rescue, are hoping 
to beat their record of 2013 with over 100 dogs 

and owners taking part in a dog walk through York. 
The Tia Greyhound and Lurcher Rescue is a  cen-

tre which looks after and rehouses greyhounds and 
lurchers who have been abandoned or retired from the 
race tracks. 

It is the largest of its kind in the North, and is hop-

ing to relocate from its current Hebden Bridge site.
As part of the Great British Greyhound Walk, an 

annual national dog walk, Team Pointy, who are or-
ganising the York event, are aiming to raise money for 
the Tia Greyhound centre and to celebrate black grey-
hounds, who are often overlooked during the adoption 
process.

The walk is set to take place at 10.30am on 22 
June, starting from the Fulford Arms. 

Greyhound 
gambol

Student 
satisfaction 
levels fall 
Amy Wong 
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

A FREEDOM of Information re-
quest by the BBC has found that 
more than 20,000 complaints and 
appeals were made by students to 
universities during the last aca-
demic year, marking a ten per cent 
increase from 2010-2011.

The Freedom of Information re-
quest, to which 120 universities out 
of the 142 that were contacted re-
sponded, also found that the amount 
of compensation paid to students 
has risen to more than £2m. Anglia 
Ruskin University received the most 
complaints and appeals, although 
the University said these figures 
were “hardly surprising” given the 
large student population. 

It also pointed out that they al-
low more students to appeal than 
some universities. Professor Lesley 
Dobree, Deputy Vice Chancellor of 
Anglia Ruskin University, told the 
BBC: “If anything, we’ve been quite 
generous.” She also stressed that 
only 10 out of the 992 complaints 
and appeals made were actually 
complaints. Staffordshire Univer-
sity had the second highest number 
of complaints and appeals with 948 
being made in the last academic 
year.Many of the complaints made 
last year were about grades, with 
students also complaining about 
the structure and content of their 
courses.

According to a University 
spokesperson York recieved a total 
of 173 complaints and appeals in 
2011-2012. In 2012-2013 this figure 
rose slightly to 209 in total.

David Willetts, the Minister of 
State for Universities and Science, 
called the increase in complaints 
and appeals a “good thing”. He went 
to comment on why it is a good thing 
stating that: “Students are more 
aware of what they should expect of 
funding and are more demanding... 
When there’s a fee of £9,000, the 
university is obliged to show what 
they’re doing and provide a decent 
service.”

Rob Behrens, the Independent 
Adjudicator for Higher Education, 
agreed that the rise in tuition fees 
has affected the number of com-
plaints made by students, adding: 
“Students do see themselves more as 
consumers than they used to. They 
want the best possible degree they 
can get.”

Behren handles university com-
plaints which cannot be resolved 
internally and reported a rise in 
the number of complaints which 
he had receive, saying: “In the last 
five years, we’ve seen a continual 
year-on-year increase in the num-
bers of complaints, often to the tune 
of between 20 per cent and 25 per 
cent.”However, Behren, whose office 
received 2,000 complaints in 2012, 
went on to say: “Very recently, that 
has tailed off, which is encouraging.”

The Competition and Markets 
Authority is currently investigating 
whether universities are fulfilling 
their responsibilities under consum-
er protection legislation.

Vanbrugh Eric Milner A  block 
allocated £160k for refurbishment

UNIVERSITY OF YORKAnwen Baker
NEWS EDITOR

The much maligned Eric Milner A block, pictured here in happier timesA silverfish found in Eric Milner A
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Students raise nearly £40k for charity

A meeting of minds
The In-Between Collective, 

a student art group, have 
teamed up with Harmony 

Cafe, a student-run community 
group, to create the Memory Pro-
ject, an art show exploring the is-
sues surrounding memory and the 
relationships it builds between gen-
erations. The collective, made up of 
students Alice Kewellhampton, Im-

ogen Lacey, Owen Walton and Ellie 
Robinson-Carter, have visited the 
cafe several times, meeting those 
with dementia and other memory 
problems and encouraging them to 
share memories and pictures from 
their own lives. The In-Between 
Collective said: “Memory has been 
a fantastic project which has re-
ally fulfilled our aim of doing work 

that connects with the local com-
munity in York. Harmony Cafe is 
an amazing endeavour, and visiting 
it allowed us to see people coming 
together and borders being broken 
down between different genera-
tions, and between those who do 
and don’t have dementia.” The show 
will take place on 20 June from 
3-11pm at Orillo Studios. 

OWEN WALTON

SEVENTEEN STUDENTS from 
the University will be travelling to 
Peru this summer to undertake the 
Inca Trek and raise money for the 
Breast Cancer Campaign and the 
Epilepsy Society.

Each student participating in 
the Trek has to raise at least £2950 
in order to take part. Overall they 
have raised almost £40,000 so far.

The group will be trekking 
through the Lares Valley to Machu 
Picchu, the pre-Columbian ruins 
located between the Andes. During 
the trek they will be visiting ancient 
ruins and natural hot springs. The 
trek will take them to a climb of 
4500m at which point altitude sick-
ness often sets in.

Students were able to pick 
which one of the charities they 
wanted to sponsor. The Epilepsy 
Society offers support  and advice 
for those suffering from epilepsy. 
Money raised for the Breast Cancer 
Campaign will go towards funding 
research based in Leeds into how 

cancer develops and spread.
The group have been holding 

bake sales and collections across 
York to raise money. 

One of the participants ex-
plained her reasons for taking part 
in the Trek, writing on her cam-
paigning page: “Growing up, I’ve 
witnessed my favourite teacher 
at school, my mum’s best friend 
and both of my Godmothers battle 
breast cancer. 

“Being able to raise funds for 
Breast Cancer is something I’ve al-
ways wanted to do. 

“I want more women out there 
to understand how fatal breast can-
cer can be and the importance of 
check-ups. 

“Most importantly, I dream of a 
cure that would do justice to all the 
brave breast cancer warriors so that 
they can win the battle, and have an-
other chance in life.”

At the YUSU Awards last Fri-
day Sarah Roughton, one of the cur-
rent RAG officers, was announced 
as the winner of RAG volunteer of 
the year. Volunteers raising money for the Breast Cancer Campaign. So far RAG have raised nearly £40,000 for their chosen charities

Anwen Baker
NEWS EDITOR
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By-election 
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MAIN PAPER POSITIONS:
- News Editor
- Deputy News Editor
- Comment Editor
- Deputy Comment Editor
- Business Editor
- Deputy Business Editor
- Science Editor 
- Deputy Technical Director 
- Advertising Director 

MUSE POSITIONS: 
- Gaming Co-Editor
- Deputy Features Editor
- Deputy Arts Editor 

Run for a position 
and join the team! 

Student letting agency plan delayed by Trustee Board 

PLANS for a YUSU letting agency 
have been delayed by the Trustee 
Board. The Board are slowing down 
the process of establishing a YUSU 
letting agency to ensure that all ar-
eas of YUSU are able to cope with 
the burden of the new business. 

YUSU have worked in tandem 
with the York St. John Student Un-
ion (YSJSU) to develop the letting 
agency and it will be a shared com-
pany between the two student un-
ions. A business plan was originally 
intended to be completed by this 
summer, along with the selection of 
the first few houses and key staff.

Kallum Taylor, YUSU Presi-
dent, told Nouse: “It’s great that the 
Trustee Board back the business 
case because a hell of a lot of work 
has gone into developing it, both on 
our part and with York St John Stu-
dents’ Union. However, the board 
was of the respectable opinion that 
whilst we should still move forward 
with it, we should do so at a much 
slower pace to ensure that other ar-
eas of YUSU are in a better shape 
initially so that no undue burden 
falls onto them as we implement the 
new business. 

“It was a really healthy meeting 
and reassuring that even though the 
board might back our plans, there’s 

still plenty of fair and constructive 
criticism. That’s exactly what it’s 
there for, constructive and smart 
guidance.”

A referendum for the proposed 
agency was held in October 2013, 
where 1,086 students voted Yes and 
117 voted No to the business plan. 
The agency aims to provide cheaper 
accommodation without sacrificing 
quality. It is hoped the agency will 
provide cheaper accommodation 
without sacrificing quality, easing 
problems caused by other lettings 
agencies including Sinclair and 
Adam Bennett. 

Megan Ollerhead, a member of 
the joint steering committee and the 
former Chair of the Socialist Society, 
told Nouse: “I think the term “delay” 
is pretty misleading given the actual 
comments made by the YUSU trus-
tee board. We will still be proceed-
ing from 2014, as the trustees love 
the proposal and find it both viable 
business-wise and inkeeping with 
the original aims of the referendum. 
It’s just that the trustees felt a little 
more time was needed by YUSU to 
bring other areas of the Union up 
to scratch before the letting agency 
starts trading. The final decision on 
how to proceed will not be made 
until the YSJSU trustees have met 
in July, and after a joint meeting 
between the boards of both unions.”

Beth Jakubowski
DEPUTY EDITOR

The YUSU letting agency has been delayed to ensure that all areas of YUSU are able to cope with the new business 

AGATHA TORRANCE
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YUSU Awards 2014: In Pictures
ALL IMAGES: PETER WARNER-MEDLEY

THE ANNUAL YUSU Awards took 
place on Friday night, celebrating 
the achievements of students and 
societies. 

Notable winners from the eve-
nings celebrations included Ben 
Leatham, Derwent Chair, taking 
home the award for Outstand-

ing Leadership. Alcuin JCRC were 
named Committee of the Year while 
the York Student Cinema won Soci-
ety of the Year.

The awards were hosted by 
Kallum Taylor, YUSU President, 
and Anna McGivern, Activities Of-
ficer. There were speeches from 
Jane Grenville, Deputy Vice Chan-
cellor and Kate Dodd, Academic            

Registrar.
Outstanding Contribution to 

Student Life was awarded to Dave 
Washington, College Sport Officer 
and ex-Vision editor. The last award 
of the evening was the YUSU Life-
time Achievement Award which 
went to Charlotte Russell with Amy-
Eleanor Bascombe highly com-
mended.

 Beth Jakubowski
 DEPUTY EDITOR
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Listings

CHMS to stage Witches of Eastwick

MUSIC
18 June - University Choir & Symphony Orches-
tra. York Minster. 7.30pm. £5-£23
19 June – Trumpeter, What Are You Sounding 
Now? National Centre For Early Music. 7.30pm. 
£3-£10
20 June – The Provoked Wife. Scenic Stage The-
atre, Department of Theatre, Film and Televi-
sion. 7.30pm. £5-£10
20 June – University Jazz Orchestra. National 
Centre For Early Music. 7.30pm. £3-£13
3 July – Hit the Road Jacques. York Theatre Roy-
al. 7.30pm. £11-£15
8-12 July – A Taste of Honey. York Theatre Royal. 
2.30pm/7.30pm. £10-£24
10 July - Hespèrion XXI. Sir Jack Lyons Concert 
Hall. 7.30pm. £5-£28
13 July - Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment. 
Sir Jack Lyons Concert Hall. 6.30pm. £5-£25

STAGE
9-21 June - The Jekyll & Hyde Case. Unit 6 (En-
terprise Complex). 7. 30pm. £6-£10.
19-22 June - Transmission Contemporary Dance. 
Theatre, Film and TV Building. 7pm/8.15pm. 
Free
20 June - Cendrillon. York Grand Opera House. 
7pm. £9-£21
20-22 June  - Tonight at 8. The Drama Barn. 
7.30pm. £5
23 June - Play in a Day. The Drama Barn. 
7.30pm. Free
24-28 June – Avenue Q. York Theatre Royal. 
2.30pm/7.30pm. £6-£24
25 June – Summer Solstice: As You Like It. The 
Quiet Place. Ticket prices TBA
11-12 July – Thirty Little Plays About Life. York 
Theatre Royal. 8pm. £5

LECTURES
17 June – Poetry and Ill Health: Words For Im-
portant Times. Huntingdon Rooms, King’s Man-
or. 7.30pm. Free
18 June – Writers’ Round Table. V/045. 4pm. 
Free

19 June – Human Rights and Reconciliation in Sri 
Lanka. 1pm. AEW/104. Free
19 June – Writing the Living, Writing the Dead: 
Patrick French in Conversation. Berrick Saul Audi-
torium. 6pm. Free
19 June – Poetry and Illness. York Theatre Royal. 
8.30pm. Free
20 June – Linda McAven MEP (Language and Lin-
guistic Science Event). D/L/002. Free
24 June – Frogs Don’t Need to Get Hot. Alcuin 
Research Resource Centre (ARRC) Auditorium. 
6.15pm. Free
25 June – Development of an Advanced Scanning 
Transmission Electron Microscope For Material 
Science Research. P/L/002. 11am. Free
1 July – The Sea is Rising: Visualizing Climate 
Change in the Pacific. Bowland Auditorium, Ber-
rick Saul Building.

FILM 
18 June - The Fault in Our Stars. York City Screen. 
9pm. Free
21 June – LUMA Film Festival. Department of 
Theatre, Film and Television. 12pm. Free

COMEDY 
19 June - 24 Hours of Comedy by Comedy Soc. 
V/045. 7pm. £5 for non-members
12 July - Dawn French. York Barbican. 7.30pm. 
£45.10 

GENERAL INTEREST
17 June - Summer Recruitment Day. Careers. 
12pm. Free
18 June - Summer Ball. York Racecourse. 8pm. £35
19 June - RAG Skydive. Hibaldstow Airfield. 8am. 
Minimum fundraising target.
19 June – An Audience With Michael Morpurgo. 
York Theatre Royal. 6pm. Free
21 June – Woodstock. Vanbrugh Paradise. 12pm. 
Ticket prices TBA
21 June – York Pride. Starting at York Minster. 
12pm. Free
3 July – Remembrance and Beyond. York Theatre 
Royal, 6.30pm. Free

21 June - York Pride. Starting 
at York Minster. 12pm. Free

WILL CORDER

CENTRAL HALL Musical Soci-
ety have announced that their main 
show of 2015 will be The Witches of 
Eastwick.

The musical, which will be 
performed in February, was chosen 
over the controversial rock musi-
cal Spring Awakening following 
pitches in May. Auditions for the 
show, which will be directed by Cao-
lon Keaveney, will take place in the 
second week of autumn term. The 
musical’s online launch is currently 
scheduled for Week 10.

Cassiopeia Berkeley-Agyepong, 
the show’s producer, said: “The 
Witches of Eastwick is a truly fan-
tastic musical. It’s witty, sexy and 
refreshingly funny and represents 
a type of show that CHMS hasn’t 
explored in recent years. It has a 
darkly comic edge perfectly suited 
to a university demographic but is 
also imbued with a West-End spar-
kle found in smash-hit shows such 
as Wicked. We are thoroughly ex-
cited to have been awarded the op-
portunity to work with the incred-
ible talent here at the university to 
share this brilliant musical with the 
people of York.

“All the cogs have been set in 

motion and our fundraising ef-
forts are already well underway - it’s  
going to be an absolutely stunning 
show, so don’t miss the chance to get 
involved!’ 

CHMS’ last show, Jesus 

Christ Superstar, won the award 
for Best Event at the YUSU Awards 
on Friday. 

The show   recieved highly posi-
tive reviews, with a Nouse reviewer 
giving the performance five stars. 

Amy Wong
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Jane Grenville made an OBE 

JANE GRENVILLE, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor, is one of two University 
staff members who has been named 
in the Queen’s birthday honours 
list. Grenville, who stands in for the 
Vice Chancellor when necessary, 
has been made an OBE for services 
to higher education. As Pro-Vice-
Chancellor for Students she also 
ensures that student welfare and 
engagement is kept at the forefront 
of all of the University’s policies and 
procedures. 

Professor Hilary Graham, of 
the University’s health science de-
partment, has been made a CBE for 
services to public health research. 
Graham gained her BA in sociology 
at York in 1968 before studying for 
an MA and PhD and subsequently 
becoming a public health research-
er. Her primary research focus is so-
cial inequality in health and health-
related behaviour. 

Graham was also Director of 
the ESRC Health Variations Pro-
gramme (1996-2001) and the Di-
rector of the DH Public Health Re-
search Consortium (2005-2011).

Overall a total of 1,149 people 
have received an award this year 
with roughly the same percentage of 
women and men honoured.

Rosie Shields
EDITOR

UNIVERSITY OF YORK
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A year in news
 

The Nouse editorial team pick their favourite stories of the 2013-2014 year, from Vision’s maggot 
terror to our own animal antics

Vision’s latest front page demonstrat-
ed once again our cultural fascina-
tion with the anti-hero. The campus 

red-top set the stage for a lovable rogue (a 
maggot), who led a brash assault on the 
tyrannical empire of Nisa. The story had 
everything: a complex protagonist, action 
(a shocking broccoli attack), and mass ap-
peal (the story would go on to be 
picked up by the Fresh Produce 
Journal).  It’s difficult to say 
which exclusive revelation 
was the more gob-smacking 
about this story, but for me 
it was the link between 
one head of broccoli 
and the dwindling 
hygiene rating 
of several food 
outlets in 
t o w n . 
W h o 
knew? 

Thanks to Vision editor 
Helena Horton, pictured 
here bravely conquer-
ing her broccoli fear 
for her Nouse debut.                          
Alfie Packham.

If I had known the furore 
that would come to sur-
round my small, seemingly 
insignificant story regard-

ing the abolition of printer 
credits, I might have cared 
slightly more at 4 o’clock 
in the morning when I 
was frantically typing it 
up. It sparked an intense 
and somewhat alarming 
response online with peo-
ple angrily claiming that 
we would be over zealous 
with our use of paper. One 

commenter even claimed it 
would cause “great misery and suf-

fering”. Another boldly stated that Kallum 
Taylor was trying to invoke a “communist dystopia”. I 

definitely should have considered the implications of the abolition 
scheme when I was desperately trying to fill the space on the page by add-

ing needless bits of information such as the cost of printing an A4 side in colour, 
and that it was the double the cost to print it in A3. Groundbreaking journalism. 
Beth Jakubowski.

In February, weeks of non-stop rain 
and strong winds left penguins at 
Scarborough Sea Life Centre “thor-

oughly fed-up and miserable”. I’m still 
not entirely sure quite what this had to 
do with the University, or even York, but 
nobody really cared because it meant we 
could make a pun with our title “Unhap-
py feet” and have a picture of a penguin. 

Since then, cute animals have become a 
news staple and even took over the front 

page when we reported the birth of three 
Sumatran tiger cubs. From stray horses to 
the sad passing of t h e 
black swan, Nouse have 
been there to keep you 
up-to-date on all things 
furry and adorable. We’re 
clearly a big bunch of ani-
mal lovers–although Eric 

Milner can keep its vermin. 
Amy Wong.

We’ve covered some heavy stuff in the last year here at 
Nouse, from YUSU blunders and revenge porn to in-
ternet privacy and mental health. But can you guess 

which story was one of the most read of the entire year? Tom 
bloody A-C. The maverick (for want of a better word) YUSU Presi-
dential candidate got himself banned from online campaigning after 

calling one candidate a radical feminist and accusing an-
other of not really being Irish. In his defence he told 

Nouse: “It’s not all rainbows and flowers. If peo-
ple want to cry about every single thing then no 
wonder there are floods in Somerset”.  I for one 
am disappointed that he will not be taking on 
Taylor’s scarf shaped mantle this year. Student 
media had a brief funny turn over the candidates 

in this year’s YUSU elections. “A lobster! A femi-
nist! Loads of white guys!” we breathily exclaimed. 

Unfortunately for us none proved to be particu-
larly interesting or controversial. So here’s to 

the real winner of the YUSU elections, the 
only truly interesting sort-of candidate, 
this one’s for you Argath the Devourer! 
Anwen Baker.

PETRO
C

 TAYLO
R

This story got off to a strong start with the word 
‘nipple’ in the headline. Sure, it was a tiny bit 
misleading in that nobody outside of certain 

Vision editors’ bedrooms actually said “strip to your 
boxers and cream up your nipples” ... but I think we 
can all agree that what was and wasn’t said 

fades into unimportance in the face of 
an opportunity to get a slightly naughty 
word on the front page of a student 
newspaper. sThe story is that a male 

student had whipped cream licked 
from his nipples by a female stu-
dent on the Tokyo stage. Student 
journos immediately leapt to 
the conclusion that he must 
have been pressured into non-
consensual oral contact, but 
he actually commented on the 
online version of the article to 
allay any faux-concern. It’s a 
shame that this technically 
makes the whole thing a non-
issue, but he did say that he was 
happy to make it into the paper. Bless. 
Gary Holland.

Constantine College got off 
to a bad start this year as 
it was revealed that their 

logo contained the wrong em-
peror.  It turned out that the 
picture, embedded in a lovely 
pink C, was actually a rather 

bearded Emperor 
Hadrian and not the 
beloved Constantine. 
Incredibly, even Jane Grenville, University  Deputy Vice Chancel-
lor, who herself is an archaeologist, didn’t notice that the logo contained 
the wrong Roman. In short, the University tried their hand at a little bit of 
culture and sadly got it wrong. The next attempt was a bit better, although 
it sort of looks like a weirdly square flying fried egg.  Oh and also it’s hot 
pink, a very ‘bold’ choice for any college. Although who doesn’t like pink 
right? Rosie Shields.



Giving enfranchisement to 16-year olds is not the answer

Intensely emotional documen-
tary Kris: Dying to Live and 
the media coverage of the last 

weeks of Stephan Sutton’s life have 
recently thrown cancer in our age 
group into the limelight. Previously 
completely healthy, young, vibrant 
people, given death sentences. They 
seem a world apart from us, but at 
the same time could be our neigh-
bors. This uncanny quality to their 
stories is unsettling, but prompts 
us to be aware of cancer in our age 
group, in our peers, in our bodies.

My recent interactions with the 
disease have forced the issue upon 
me more than I would have liked, 
but the silver lining is that it’s given 
me something to write for my last 
comment.

Cancer is not an irrelevant is-
sue in your 20s. 

Students have an optimistic 
tendency to cling to the teenage 
perception of themselves as invinci-
ble. They ignore the warning signs. 
It’s all too easy to push on with your 
degree, go travelling or take that in-

ternship instead of facing up to the 
changes in your body.

Granted, cancer is rare in the 
15-25 age group, accounting for less 
than 1 per cent of cases, but that 
doesn’t mean it doesn’t happen.  It 
can happen, it does happen and it 
could happen to you.

Similarly, not all diagnoses are 
terminal, but, like any serious dis-
ease, a diagnosis of cancer would 
put your life on pause. Pausing 
your life for treatment would be far 
more troublesome than pausing to 

check your body regularly. Getting 
to know how you normally feel and 
look is crucial to early diagnosis.

However, this isn’t a priority for 
the Government. It’s not part of the 

curriculum in a relatable way, and 
years of campaigning for a lowered 
age of smear tests have produced 
minimal results. If the government 
won’t help us, we must help our-
selves.

This year, the campaign for 
lowered age of smear test invites 
has been raised again following the 
death of Sophie Jones. She was just 
19 and died from cervical cancer. 
Steve Rotheram, Labour MP for 
Liverpool Walton, made her case in 
a Parliamentary debate, but to no 
avail. Expanding the scheme to in-
vite women aged less than 25 in for 
screening is simply not conducive 
with current cost cutting measures. 
It’s not as if you turn 25 and sud-
denly cervical cancer starts to creep 

into your body. Young people need 
to know what they should be aware 
of- a few months ago I know I was 
almost utterly clueless.

The same Kris in the documen-
tary referenced above runs Coppa-
feel, a charity which recently began 
a joint campaign with Page 3 to pro-
mote ‘Check ‘em Tuesday’- a scheme 
intended to make cancer checks a 
regular feature of the morning rou-
tine. Whatever your opinions on 
the collaboration with Page 3, the 
premise behind the campaign is 
important. Knowing how your body 
normally looks and feels allows mi-
nor changes to become glaringly 
obvious.

I am not writing this to scan-
dalize. I write in the hope that more 

women reading this will coppafeel, 
and more men will grab life by the 
balls. Wouldn’t you rather know? 

Checking yourself is easy, im-
portant and potentially lifesaving. 
We need to talk about cancer more. 

       Students have an 
optimistic tendency 
to cling to the teen-
age perception of 
themselves as invin-
cible. 

Comment comment@nouse.co.uk
www.nouse.co.uk/comment
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Younger voters won’t curb apathy

We need to talk about cancer

KATIE JACKSON

Ellie Rice 

Comment Editor

Katy Marshall

It could happen to you, so checking yourself is vital

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Labour recently reaffirmed 
their plans to lower the UK 
voting age to 16 if they are suc-

cessful in the next General Election. 
This would be a swift reform, to 
make sure it affected the 2016 Lon-
don mayoral elections. Announced 
last week by Sadiq Khan, the shad-
ow justice secretary, the stated aim 
of the reform is to combat political 
apathy.

When compared to some other, 
already-legalized age restrictions, 
the move seems logical. Sixteen-
year-olds get National Insurance, 
can join a trade union, pay tax, con-
sent to sex, and even marry or sign 
up to the armed forces. However, 
unless you’re marrying in Scotland, 
those latter two points depend on 
parental consent. The vast major-
ity of 16-year-olds still live at home. 
A range of activities are still illegal 
for them: driving, jury service, buy-
ing alcohol and tobacco; all of these 
must wait another two years. The 
argument that voting should be an-
other right earned with the rest at 

16 forgets that more, and more im-
portant rights, are conferred at 18.

Under-18s have suffered under 
the current government through 
loss of their EMA, reduction in child 
benefit, and a range of controversial 
education reforms. It is argued, 
therefore, that from the age of six-
teen, people should have the right to 
vote, because the reforms of parlia-
ment will affect them. By making 
them an electoral force, political 
parties will be forced to represent 
their interests. However, the gov-
ernment doesn’t start changing lives 
at sixteen; it affects all ages. Fur-
thermore, at this point in their lives, 
they are still considered children by 
the law, and so their interests are 
represented through parents and 
guardians, just as those of under-
s. The debate boils down to that of 
political maturity: are 16-year-olds 
capable of an informed vote?

This question exposes age limi-
tations as rather arbitrary. Political 
maturity depends entirely on the in-
dividual. Some are perfectly capable 

at 16, but equally, many are arguably 
not capable at 18, or any age. Decid-
ing who is and isn’t informed at the 
polling station would be impossible. 
Instead, a study found that ‘political 
maturity’ increases with age until 
the mid-20s, and that 16-year-olds 
are thus not mature enough. There-
fore, rather than allowing them a 
vote too soon, the focus should be 
on preparing them to vote when 
they turn 18, by promoting relevant 
education and debate in schools and 
colleges. 

Labour’s stated aim is ulti-
mately to reduce political apathy, 
by increasing the electorate and 
hopefully stimulating young people 
to participate. But increasing the 
number of eligible voters will not 
change the proportion of those who 
will actually vote. This reform is an 
attempt at fixing the problem in-
stead of going back to the root cause 
– the widespread distrust of politi-
cians – and addressing that. This is 
what political parties should really 
be focusing on.

!”

REBECCA BLAKE

“

       Young peo-
ple need to know 
what they should 
be aware of - a few 
months ago I was 
utterly clueless

!”
“
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Views from 
the
Ouse

A recent study commissioned 
by the Department of Edu-
cation found that students 

from non-selective state schools 
or “less effective schools” are more 
likely to do well at university than 
students who achieved similar 
grades in private or “more effective” 
schools and sixth forms. In fact, a 

privately educated student is 10 per 
cent less likely to get a 2:1 or higher 
than a state-educated student with 
the same grades, studying the same 
course at similar universities. This is 
all fascinating, but the really inter-
esting thing is the suggestion that 
this is a reason to lower university 
entry requirements for comprehen-
sive students.

Claire Crawford, the author of 
the study, was actually very careful 
about this. She specifically didn’t 
say that universities should do it, 
rather she suggested that it’s just 
something they might want to think 
about. So let’s say university bosses 
do think about it. What conclusion 
should they reach? Well, they’re ac-

tually more likely to get a full three 
years’ worth of fees from a compre-
hensive student, as the study also 
found that privately educated stu-
dents are more likely to drop out. 
But let’s imagine for a moment that 
there are other things than money 
on uni bosses’ minds.

 What speaks in favour of low-
ering entry requirements for state-
educated students? Well, the real 
question is why admissions work as 
they currently do. High-perform-
ing students are favoured not as 
a reward for knuckling down and 
ignoring their friends for a couple 
of months leading up to their A-
Levels, but because good A-Level 
grades are typically thought to be a 
reasonable indicator that somebody 
is capable of doing well at university. 
But if getting two As and a B at A-
Level from a comprehensive sixth-
form is as good an indicator of that 
as getting three As at Eton, then it 
certainly seems like they should be 
treated equally in the admissions 
process.

 And this is great news for stu-
dents from state schools that didn’t 
do as well as they might have in 
terms of helping pupils reach their 
full potential. I actually went to a 
wonderful state sixth form, but I 
would imagine that if I felt I’d been 
let down by my teachers then I’d be 
very happy to hear that the playing 
field was being levelled.

 But then you have to ask: what 

if I were so bright and hard-working 
that I’d leave sixth-form with a slew 
of A*s no matter whether it was the 
worst state institution in the coun-
try or Eton? And suppose my par-
ents are so fantastically wealthy that 
they can afford to send me wherever 
I want to go. Doesn’t it seem a bit 
unfair that I’d actually be less likely 
to get into university afterwards if 
I opt for the college that’s actually 
likely to give me the ‘better’ educa-
tion?

 Of course, this is basically 
the problem that state students 
face right now. Anyone who would 
achieve better grades with the one-
to-one tutoring and other benefits 
of the posher fee-paying schools 
but can’t afford to go to one has 

the likelihood of them getting into 
university dictated not even by a 
choice they make, but by what they 
(or rather their parents) can afford. 
This doesn’t seem quite right either, 
does it?

 Some will disagree, but I don’t 
believe that we can reasonably de-
cide that either one of those situ-
ations is more justifiable than the 

other. And this problem will persist 
as long as there’s such a significant 
difference in the performance of 
private and state schools. In fact, it 
will persist as long as there’s such 
a difference between the best and 
worst state schools but hopefully 
that’s the (relatively) easier of the 
two problems to solve.

 Now, I’m ideologically commit-
ted to the idea that private schools 
are basically fine. I believe that peo-
ple should be able to choose better 
goods, services and even education, 
if they have the means. Pragmati-
cally, however, it’s just untenable. 
As long as these differences exist, 
somebody is going to be getting 
shafted by the education system.

 And this actually illuminates 
the problem with the argument for 
lowering entry requirements: while 
universities should be able to pick 
students who are going to perform 
well, educational institutions should 
first and foremost be about offering 
everybody an equal opportunity to 
better themselves and improve their 
future prospects.

 If the DoE’s study is seen as a 
reason to level the playing field at 
the university admissions level, stu-
dents will still suffer. It will just be 
different students to those that cur-
rently suffer. The only solution is a 
complete overhauling of our educa-
tion system, and I don’t see any way 
to go about it without scrapping pri-
vate schools.

Comment
CHARTERHOUSEPD
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Lowering entry requirements for comprehensive students won’t fix the unequality in education

Follow the debate:  
Comment online at

nouse.co.uk/comment
and on Twitter 

@nouseopinion 

If there’s one thing nightclubs 
have taught me, it’s that a fez 
never looks as cool as you think 

it does.
…OK, if there’s one OTHER 

thing nightclubs taught me, it’s that 
a cavalcade of wonderment awaits 
down at the local thrift shop. A big-
ass coat! Fur-fox skins! References 
to songs they stopped playing three 
months ago, and so on.

“But Mr. Kingfisher”, I hear you 
cry: “I don’t have time to go shop-
ping, and charity offends me! What 
should I do? Also you’re awesome 
and cool and that fez was totes hi-
lar, no matter WHAT that asshole 
bouncer said!”

Well, you’re in luck! I won’t 
judge you if charity offends you, you 
awful person, and there’s a way to 
get all the great deals without ever 
having to leave Facebook! Just go on 
to the YorkUniSwapShop group!

A cursory glance there turns 
up a few options. A red flowery 
dress, where the only description 
was “makes you look hot as f*ck” (I 
was tempted, I admit.) Then there 
was “for sale: Red Vans size 5 never 
worn”, which I assume is a tragic ad-
aptation of Hemingway’s poem to 
reflect the death of authenticity in 
modern times. Or I’ve been doing an 
English degree too long.

There’s things on there you 
never knew you wanted, until you 
see it and realize you still don’t want 
it. Badminton shuttlecocks! A used 
hairpiece! Used skin oil! A bin! 

Train tickets to nowhere! That’s 
a little industry – quite a few people 
have been putting up single tickets 
from York to, say, London. They’ve 
been selling like maggot spray in 
Nisa. Seems odd, but if they watch 
the page I suppose it might work as 
a passive-aggressive way to get rid of 
people you don’t like.

Then things get weird. One 
seller gave out a free piano on the 
condition the buyer had to move it 
out of the house (comes with its own 
set of keys). One sold a plastic rhino. 
Someone else was selling a punch-
ing bag, which I think was adopted 
by the LibDem Society and named 
“Nick Clegg”.

But the Golden Double-Take for 
Achievements In “How Did You Get 
That, And Why Do I Want It” goes to 
a fully lit up takeaway menu. Going 
for £275. Queue starts here, folks.

Well, this is the year’s last col-
umn, so live well and be excellent 
to each other. …what? If I go for 
the title of “Resident Nouse Misan-
thrope”, I have to face Thomas Fen-
nelly in trial by combat. And I’d like 
to KEEP my eyes, thanks.

The playing field must be 
levelled before university

Gary Holland

       The only solu-
tion is a complete 
overhauling of our 
eductaion system

www.ey.com/uk/careers
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       A privately 
educated student 
is 10 per cent less 
likely to get a 2:1 
or higher

“
!”



“           .              ! ! .   ” Understand that? 
Nope neither did I. Now imag-
ine opening an exam paper to 

find that. This is exactly what hap-
pened to some Cambridge English 
students this term.

Okay so they were English stu-
dents, if anyone could deal with that 
question presumably they could. 
Punctuation is a crucial part of lan-
guage and there’s a lot to be said for 
the good old full stop if you think 
about it long enough. 

English students should under-
stand how punctuation gives mean-
ing to poetry so they should be able 
to comment on elements of voice 
and structure. Now I don’t mean 
you should tell them exactly what’s 
going to come up in the exam and 
I don’t even really mean that you 
should show them a wordless poem 
before they enter an exam. Yet the 
only way they would have been able 
to work it out is if their lecturers had 
provided them with the right tools.

 Exams are there to provide the 
lecturers with a way of assessing 
you on what you have learnt and so 
they need to make it clear what that 
assessment will involve. In other 
words, you don’t want to spend a 
year learning about South African 
politics to go into an exam to find all 
the questions on UK politics. 

But this seems obvious, right? 
Yet sometimes exams do feel un-
fair. The English exam mentioned 
above in my opinion doesn’t really 
show this, but I’ve definitely been in 
exams where over half the content 
just hasn’t been mentioned dur-

ing the year, to the point where the 
skills I have learnt just really aren’t 
relevant. 

I would at least expect to know 
vaguely what the exam was based 
on and be able to actively build on 
things I’d learnt throughout the 
year in lectures and seminars. This 
doesn’t mean that you should ac-
cept a basic comprehension exam. 
What it does mean though is that I 
can feel somewhat prepared for my 
exam. Exams shouldn’t be out to 
‘trick’ students and establishments 

shouldn’t set them up to fail.
If you’ve worked hard all year, 

put your own thought into it and 
revised well, you should be able to 
tackle the exam. This doesn’t mean 
you’ll necessarily do well in the 
exam, it is meant to test you after all, 
but it does mean that it shouldn’t be 
unexpected to the point of the im-
possible.

In other words, it feels as point-
less to have an exam in which barely 

any content from the year comes 
up as it would to just have a basic 
comprehension exam, you should 
be accurately accessed on your un-
derstanding of the year’s work.

 That comes to another in-
teresting point, I also don’t think 
everything you’ve learnt over the 
year needs to necessarily come up. 
It should never be a waste to learn 
new things and just because they 
don’t come up in your exam doesn’t 
mean they aren’t important and 
worth your thought.

 We’ve come to university to 
broaden our knowledge and the 
great part of learning is inspiring 
thought, I don’t want to be spoon 
fed for an exam, I want to learn and 
think and challenge myself too. Yet 
everyone should be able to have 
a fair crack at the exam and so it 
should at least relate to what you 
have been learning throughout the 
year in some way. 

Ultimately, lecturers should 
stretch and challenge students and 
exams should fairly assess their pro-
gress. There needs to be a way of 
differentiating between those first 
and 2:1 candidates and this almost 
certainly has to come in the form of 
some challenging questions.

Yet it shouldn’t literally be a 
case of guess work. You should be 
tested but it shouldn’t be impossi-
ble! Paper setters need to take more 
care when setting the exams and 
even about constructing the year’s 
syllabus. 

And don’t even get me started 
on mistakes in exam papers!

Set up to fail NOUSE
Est. 1964

NOUSE
Online: www.nouse.co.uk
Twitter: @yorknouse
Facebook: www.facebook.com/yorknouse

Letters and complaints: Nouse, Grimston House, 
University of York, YO10 5DD or contact@nouse.co.uk

Contribute: editor@nouse.co.uk

Comment
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LUCY WEGERIF

Rosie Shields 

Editor

The planned refurbishment to Eric Milner A comes as great news to 
many. As Heslington East continues to expand with not only new ac-
commodation but plans for supermarkets and other commercial en-
terprises, Heslington West is in danger of being left behind. It is great 
to see the University campus developing and expanding. Yet it cannot 
be forgotten that students still have to live in the old accommodation 
on Heslington West. Investments to improve these facilities are es-
sential to these students whose year’s are spent in the older rooms on 
campus. With so much time and money going into building new fa-
cilities it seems like the old ones are virtually ignored. Nouse reported 
earlier this year that students had to be moved out of Eric Milner 
D which is now being knocked down. It is clear then that there are 
problems with these older blocks that need addressing. As long as 
these old blocks exist measures need to be taken to improve the life 
of the people who live in them and ultimately ensure their welfare.

Errors in exams aren’t acceptable 

The University of York shall remain affiliated with  
the National Union of Students (NUS) after 1259 stu-
dent at York voted in the referendum across weeks 7 and 8.
The shockingly low turnout for referendum may take many by surprise. 
Mainly because who knew there was such a referendum going on? 
Just 7.65 per cent voter turnout might well be 6th highest in the history 
of YUSU but that does not make it acceptable. Such an overwhelming 
disinterest in campus politics is alarming. That we are so opinionat-
ed and active in some many areas of our lives contrasts starkly to the 
way York students approach campus politics, which implies that is is 
not our inability to develop opinions that is the root of the problem. 
The issue seems to lie with an awareness of the issues be-
ing debated here in York. Covering the campus with card-
board is not engaging us, and the University, YUSU and 
the student body should look for ways to change this.

www.ey.com/uk/careers

      It feels as point-
less to have an exam 
in which barely any 
content from the 
year comes up as it 
would to just have a 
basic comprehension 
exam!”

“
Mistakes by the University in the organisation of exam season are 
hardly surprising. It’s a logistical nightmare to arrange who is doing 
what exams, when and where. Once this is finalised however, the er-
rors in papers and misinformation from departments is unaccepta-
ble. As is the lack of effective strategies to deal with these problems.
As we all know, exam season is a stressful time for pretty much 
every student and adding any complications to that period can 
be detrimental to ones’ success. The nerves of exam day are eas-
ily doubled by forgetting your lucky pen, opening the paper to 
find frustrating errors have been made by your tutors could 
lead to a meltdown. It is unfair that students have been the un-
fortunate victims of these mistakes, those who claim to have 
checked the exams and set the papers must apologise to them and 
make amends, or risk a resentful and untrusting student body.

Low voter turnout shows worrying apathy

Old blocks need our attention
Exams shouldn’t be out to ‘trick’ students and establishments shouldn’t set them up to fail



Allsopp’s foibles

Universities such as Cam-
bridge, Cardiff and Univer-
sity College London have 

come under fire for the use of kit-
tens in scientific experiments. Some 
of the cats had their eyes stitched 
shut, while others had their lungs 
collapsed or their skulls broken so 
electrodes could be attached to their 
brains.

Now, taken entirely on its own, 
that may be the most objectively 
evil sentence in the news this week. 
Once you drill through your first 
kitten’s skull to attach electrodes 
to its brain for science, you should 
probably start checking your lab 
for villagers with torches and pitch-
forks; in-between practicing dying 
your hair a stylish black and white 
combo, and gathering Dalmatians 
to make a coat.

The universities mentioned 
were quick to distance themselves 
from the tests. University College 
London said the cat experiments 
were done back in 1992 and 1998, 
while Bristol University claimed 
the kind of research highlighted 
hadn’t been carried out there for at 
least seven years. Cardiff University 
said their experiments ended in the 
misty, far-off past of 2010. 

Cambridge took a different ap-
proach, and argued the eye-stitch-
ing experiment was vital to find a 
cure for amblyopia (also known as 
“lazy eye”), “which affects one in fifty 
children”. Possibly. Probably. They 
might have found a cure, provided 
the cat wasn’t stressed enough that 
the results couldn’t be compared to 
human hospital patients anymore. 
And then they might have been able 
to use it on humans later down the 
road, if it didn’t fail the tests that 

came afterwards.
Still, even after all that, it must 

be said that Cambridge has a point. 
Collapsing the lungs of a cat isn’t 

exactly humane, but it’s better than 
doing it to a human being. And 
when animal testing does work, it 
saves lives. The only established 
clinical treatment for strokes came 
from inducing them in rabbits. Po-
lio vaccines came in part from ex-
periments on mice and monkeys, 
and open heart-surgery and pace-
makers were discovered and devel-
oped through experiments on dogs. 

Animal testing advocates also 
argue the outrage over the cats is 
disproportionate when, for exam-

ple, 26 chickens are killed for meat 
every second. However, the com-
parison isn’t entirely sound: at least 
the chickens were killed quickly and 
humanely.

How are things closer to home? 
The University of York’s official 
statement on the use of animals 
reads that “permission to carry out 
a specific research project is grant-
ed only if the potential benefits to 
humankind or other animals are 
judged to outweigh any likely ani-
mal suffering”, and, importantly, 
“when there is no alternative.”

So, what are the alternatives? 
The majority of “basic research” in 
the scientific community has al-
ready been brought down to “low-
er-order” animals. Fruit flies are a 
favourite: they share nearly 60 per 
cent of human genes, have a wake-
sleep cycle and react in a similar 
manner to most drugs. 

They can reproduce quickly, 
and housing and feeding them is 
significantly less expensive than for 

a monkey or a cat.
Sometimes models can be 

made in a computer and the effects 
of a drug estimated from there, or 
cells can be grown from a test tube. 
Science has made great strides in 
the production of artificial skin to 
replace cosmetics testing, and in 
human-patient simulators that can 
breathe, bleed, talk and even “die”. 

However, pharmaceutical com-
panies argue this is still not enough. 
The components of the human body 
are heavily interconnected, and 
there can be unforeseen side effects 
that are impossible, at present, to 
simulate. The companies, and even 
most governments, agree: for a drug 
to be proved totally safe, it must be 
tested on a living body.

So then, for now, animal test-
ing must continue. We can but hope 
for a day where it isn’t. But for as 
long as it remains a necessary evil, 
we must make sure cruelty is mini-
mised wherever possible, and if an-
other option is available, to take it.

Animal testing can bene!t 
Comment
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Kirstie Allsopp, the female 
face of property TV, has 
garnered a reputation for 

her traditionalist and somewhat 
old-fashioned views. Allsopp has 
propelled herself into the path of 
derision by shunning the feminist 
agenda by suggesting that young 
women should forego a university 
education to instead marry and 
raise a family by the age of 27.

I applaud Allsopp’s courage 
in advocating such a controversial 
move, but what she fails to real-
ise is she supports an antiquated 
model. 

More women than ever are at-
tending universities, pushing the 
limits of female education further 
than feminists of the nineteenth 
century would believe. In fact the 
Office of National Statistics has 
said that as of 2008-9 six in every 
ten UK higher education students 
were women. Statistics such as this 
are indicative of the development 
of female freedoms in the past cen-
turies.

The society we live in places 
a high value on education for all, 
so why should young women turn 
their backs on something that 
brings them so many benefits and 
is easily accessible?

It is undeniable that a univer-
sity education is foundational of 
many career paths. Gaining quali-
fications in your younger years 
can make all the difference to the 
heights one reaches in a chosen 
path. Leave this too late and you 
limit how aspirational you can be.

Progression from compulsory 
education to further education is 
not just about gaining an impor-
tant qualification. For many young 
people it represents a transition 
process from youth to adulthood. 
University is so significant because 
it provides an environment in 
which this transition can occur.

The hope is that students grad-
uate with not only a degree certifi-
cate but a handful of life experienc-
es and even a sense of who the are. 
Making the leap into motherhood 
without this liminal experience 
could be detramental- how many 
of you feel ready to bring another 
human into the world?

Women are no longer re-
stricted to childbearing, they have 
a wealth of choices to make about 
their path in life. Allsopp has re-
verted to an archaic image of wom-
en in which they are no more than 
mothers.

This view is simply not concur-
rent with the modern woman. To-
day’s society has provided women 
with an array of opportunities be-
yond that of the maternal. It defies 
an age of forward thinking and in-
creasing tolerance to assert, as All-
sopp has done, that fertility is the 
driving force of femininity. 

It is antiquated to suggest that 
women shouldn’t take the opportu-
nities afforded by education. Even 
today we should not take these 
things for granted. 

Topical Tweets
from the Twittersphere

Had such a lovely day, sunbathing and BBQ with my ba-
bies and now a night out... #sleepy #faves #endofexams

  
   Naomi Cooper

Just passed a student cycling to town covered 
head-to-toe in green body paint #endofexams

@Emma_Holmes_90
Emma Holmes

Glad I achieved my aim of not going to sleep before 
sunrise #endofexams #allout #toodrunktounderstand

Beth

8 June

11 June 7 June

@SaraThompson124
Sara Thompson

8 June

I am starting to hit the boredom barrier already 
#endofexams #nothingtodo

@Naomicoops

@Beth_Hampton

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Animal testing might be cruel, but it is also vital

       Collapsing the 
lungs of a cat isn’t ex-
actly humane, but it’s 
better than doing it to 
a human being. !”
“

       Some of the 
cats had their eyes 
stitched shut, while 
others had their lungs 
collapsed or their 
skulls broken 

“
!”
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Beth Jakubowski

Deputy EditorWho actually cares about 
the World Cup?

 #minstergram

What’s the weirdest
thing you have seen in the 
Library?
I once saw a guy 
wash his full 
body in the 
toilets
Andreas, 3rd year,  
Sociology 

I saw a whole 
sports team 
march in with 
horns on their 
heads
Kate, 3rd year, History

Someone brought 
their own kettle 
in, then o!ered 
me a cup of tea
Alice, 2nd year,

Psychology 

One man walked 
past the quiet 
area, farted, then 
carried it on for 
about  twenty 
strides. 
Katie, 3rd year, Childcare 

There was once a time when 
footballers were gods among 
men. They were worshipped, 

revered and idolised. Wide-eyed 
children would beg their parents 
for shirts with their heroes’ names 
on the back and parents would grit 
their teeth and pray that their child 
wasn’t a fan of Hull City’s odiously 
named Venegoor of Hesselink. It 
wasn’t just the shirt, there were 
pencil cases, rucksacks, folders and, 
in some cases, shower curtains, all 
proving your dedication to your  
club.

OK, maybe not everything has 
changed. Kids still buy Manches-
ter United pencil cases and Tot-
tenham Hotspur rucksacks but 
the adulation seems to have dis-
appeared. Maybe it’s the cynicism 
that ingrains itself in your spirit 
as you get older, or maybe it’s be-
cause of advanced technology and 
the ludicrous amount of coverage 
that football gets. Footballers are 
seen as footballers these days. Not 
gods, or idols, just well paid blokes 

with very co-ordinated feet. Once 
upon a time the likes of Maradona, 
Pele and ‘fat’ Ronaldo achieved the 
status of cult heroes. Perhaps the 
only footballer today that comes 
close to the levels of hero worship 
these iconic players received is 
Cristiano Ronaldo. The swagger, 
the arrogance and the electric tal-
ent make Ronaldo untouchable; 

not even Lionel Messi can claim 
to have the same brand-image that 
Ronaldo does. Maybe this is why 
World Cup fever hasn’t really hit 
the heights expected. 

But the real malady interna-
tional football faces is the tragedy 
of the modern footballer. People 
have stopped revering them; their 
wages are ridiculed and the diving 
menace that plagues the sport has 
spilled over into the public’s con-
sciousness. Quite frankly, there is 
no personal connection between 
players and the public. Footballers 
are an entity wrapped up in brand-
ing, sponsorship and preposter-
ously coloured boots. 

Football has alienated the 
public to the extent that the World 
Cup hasn’t been greeted with the 
same giddy excitement of previ-
ous years. To put it simply, no one 
cares about the World Cup any-
more. It’ll be treated with general 
apathy until the final, and then 
the whole world and his wife will 

have an opinion. That opinion will 
mostly revolve around slagging 
off the players that are fortunate 
enough to be on the pitch. 

Holding the World Cup in 
Brazil is FIFA’s way of trying to ap-
peal to the fans’ sense of nostalgia. 
We recall frenzied scenes of yellow 
and green, laced with out of this 
world skill and explosions of col-
our and noise. If any country can 
reinvigorate the world’s obsession 
and love of the game, it’s Brazil. It 
remains to be seen whether they 
can rise to the occasion.

As English fans the only hope 
we have of participating in the fi-
nal is if an English referee is cho-
sen to officiate. But, that doesn’t 
look likely, it didn’t go particularly 
well last time considering Xabi 
Alonso got kung-fu kicked in the 
chest and Nigel De Jong sauntered 
off with a yellow card. World Cups 
aren’t England’s thing, if we can’t 
even referee it properly, we cer-
tainly can’t expect to win the damn 
thing. 

Of course, if we miraculously 
reach the quarter finals the whole 
of England will be wholeheartedly 
behind their team. Honest. But 
we’ll go back to our usual apathet-
ic state when we eventually crash 
out. We wouldn’t be British if we 
weren’t pessimistic, after all.

Until the World Cup can pro-
vide icons we all want to see suc-
ceed and bring back the sense of 
nostalgia that comes with swag-
gering, exciting players, it will 
never have the same ecstatic fol-
lowing. Politics of this World Cup 
aside, apathy has become the de-
fault emotion for many football 
fans, and I don’t see that changing 
until football changes.

I don’t think he liked me very much.. 
#barnacle #barnaclegoose #geese #nature 
#wildlife #uniofyork

@Lucy_Mayor

James College hold the best events 
ever #jamescollege #yorkuni #fuuuun

@Louxsmith

Nouse takes a look at what you’ve been Instagramming recently in York

“       Footballers are 
seen as football-
ers these days 

        Holding the 
World Cup in Brazil is 
FIFA’s way of trying 
to appeal to the fans’ 
sense of nostalgia. 
We recall frenzied 
scenes of yellow and 
green, laced with 
out of this world 
skill 
!”

“

!”

The death of the football hero has led to World Cup apathy
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M7. Our top five picks of E3 2014’s most 
exciting game releases

M18.  Student directors from Luma film 
festival offer insight into their short films

Three years of missed lectures, 
Long breakfasts, and cups of tea, 

Three years of awkward post
 Coital meetings in the bread 

Aisle of morrisons, 

Three years of assuming the 
Careers service is not 

A misnomer, 

Three years of initiations, 
‘Freshers lunches’ and social proliferation, 

Three years of flaunting the title
‘Embittered Failed Oxbridge Wanker’, 

Three years of earning 
A degree in 

Dinner Party Conversation, 

Three years of writing poems 
On an empty stomach and 

A full bottle of wine, 

And it ends like this: 
Hungover, on a bicycle.

Poppy
Bullard
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M12. Here comes the sun:  The Shoot 
embraces vintage style
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M11.  The fashionista’s guide to your summer 
holiday

Arts. 

M20.  Investigating al fresco dining across 
the globe 

Food & Drink. 

M6. Camilla Barnard turns everyday objects 
into wood-art
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M19.  We review the somewhat soppy film 
adaptation of The Fault in Our Stars 

Music. 

M10.  Outfit inspiration for this sunny sea-
son, wherever you are

M17.  Reviews of new album releases from 
Passenger,  Kasabian and Clean Bandit

M21.  Leeds-based chocolatiers Lauden tell 
us about their sweet success

M16.  Our guide to the best music festivals 
across the UK
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Muse Editor
Alfie Packham laments the 
passing of the third years

Summer’s here and this can only mean the promise 
of joy. The acutely aggravating sibilance of “exam 
stressssss” pervading the library is gone at last, and 

is sure to be substituted for fun outdoor activities in the 
upcoming months. 

But despite the many reasons to be joyful on the ninth 
week of term, a tangible melancholia has been lingering in 
the Nouse office air these past few days. That and the sour 
milk smell wafting from the mini fridge in the corner that 
hasn’t been opened since February. 

While the latter problem can be easily fixed by turning 
around on one’s swivel chair and ignoring the existence of 
a mini fridge, post-term sadness has proved more stub-
born. As for where this strain of the blues comes from, it’s 
partly to do with exam results; the grim ritual of collecting 
a sheet of paper that reduces a year of growth and academ-
ic enrichment to a damning number that’s a bit lower than 
you wanted it to be. And perhaps you’re not in the rudest 
health after ingesting fourteen-thousand jagerbombs to 
celebrate/commiserate the year either. 

The real reason Nouse is down in the dumps, though, 
is that we’re losing our third-year members. There’s so 
much talk of the future at University that it comes as a dull 
little shock when the future actually arrives, and watching 
these people leave our protective campus bubble is yet an-
other reminder of this. 

Muse’s own casualties will be our illustrious house 
poet Poppy Bullard, our ever-present columnist Tom 
Witherow, our trusty deputy Features editor Georgie An-
drews, and our meticulous Gaming co-editor Adnan Riaz, 
along with a long list of contributors who will be sorely 
missed. 

It’s probably for the best, then, that the academic 
year’s final edition of Muse is focused on the fun, smiley, 
summery things that we all have to look forward to this 
holiday. Take inspiration from our musical festival guide, 
our summer fashion showcase, or our top picks of the E3 
gaming conference if you’d prefer to stay indoors. 

As usual, we’ve also gone and done some interviews – 
check out our features on  artist Camilla Barnard, a couple 
of Yorkshire chocolatiers, Chair of York Pride Greg Ste-
phenson, the student directors of the Luma film festival, 
and Ocean Ramsey, friend of the great white shark.

If you’d like to get involved with our next edition 
(when we’ll all be a lot more cheerful), don’t hesitate to 
turn up to our by-elections and fill the shoes of the paper’s 
departed editors. Alternatively you can send us any arti-
cle ideas you’ve been brewing to editor@nouse.co.uk. In 
the meantime, 
I’m going to 
teach the thing 
that’s trying to 
get out of the 
fridge how to 
use our editing 
software.

Nouse’s by-elec-
tions will take 
place on Tues-
day 17th June 
at 5:30pm in 
P/T/006. 

“I don’t think 

that there are 

any limits to 

what can be 

talked about 

by comedians”

I studied Psychology at York from 1989 to 92. I have to 
admit I wasn’t the most studious of students. I think I got a 
little over excited about being away from home for the first 
time - I was very easily distracted! I joined lots of sports 
clubs: I played women’s rugby and under water hockey! I 
also spent lots of time doing plays. Those are some of my 
happiest memories.

In 1992 I went to the Edinburgh Festival with some oth-
er students from York. We did a very serious Max Frisch 
play at the Fringe. It was directed by David Grindley, a York 
English graduate. The lovely thing is we are working to-
gether again at the moment after all these years, on another 
production going to the Festival this year.

I like working with Andy Parsons. Mock The Week can be 
a very competitive situation but I have always found Andy 
to be a very supportive and generous comic on the show.

I really do like playing big rooms. I don’t get the opportu-
nity to do it that often but when I do I love it. I did a Gala 
show a few years ago in Melbourne and it was a fabulous 
theatre. I just find it great fun to walk out on stage in front 
of 3,000 people; it gives me a real buzz!

The biggest challenge I’ve faced in my career is my own 
doubts and fears. But I think that is very common with 
people who do what I do. Most performers I know have 
been crippled with self-doubt at some point in their career. 
I have found that one of the nice surprises to me about get-
ting older is that I am losing the fear more and more as 
time goes by. I guess you genuinely reach a point where you 
think, well ...what’s the worst thing that can happen?

I don’t think that there are any limits to what can be 
talked about by comedians. We all use humour to get over 
adversity, grief, fears. I guess it all depends on what the in-
tention behind the joke is.

I have no idea at all what I would be if I wasn’t a come-
dian. I don’t think I could work in an office; I find it very 
difficult to give a shit about mission statements and targets. 
I am not cut out for promotion ladders and motivational 
days out. I think I might work in same way with nature - I 
like being outside.

I once got given an etching of my own face. It was sweet 
but disturbing in equal measure. 

The funniest film I’ve seen is Team America. This is going 
to sound very low brow but there were scenes in that film 
that are amongst the funniest ever in my opinion. The dicks, 
pussies and assholes speech gets me every time. I love Tina 
Fey as a writer, 30 Rock was brilliant.

I would invite Grace Jones, Tilda Swinton and Hugh 
Jackman to a dinner party. We would eat steak and drink 
vodka martinis straight up with a twist.

Comedy awards are lovely but you have to take them with 
a pinch of salt. I am still proudest of my runners up rosette 
I got at the age of 11 at my riding class. I was always being 
told I rode like a cowboy and this pleased me immensely.



Tom Witherow: The York tradition that will die hard
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Student 
LIFE.
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GOING
UP...

GOING
DOWN

History of Student Life in 1000 
Objects #8: Hipster glasses

Student Cinema.
Everyone’s favourite P/X/001 
hijackers won YUSU society of the 
year–and deservedly so.

Macho football 
conversations. 

The World Cup has 
only just started and 

yet we’re already 
bored of blagging: 

what is a “Pirlo” 
anyway?

George, 20 is sick of trying to be cool. He’d 
worked so hard to fit in by trying to look indi-
vidual, a trendy outsider to the  dreaded main-
stream, but it was to no avail. The girl from his 
seminar, who he is infatuated with, would never 
be interested in him. No number of edgy and ob-
scure gigs in town would ever forge him the iden-
tity that he longed for. He would lie on his single 
bed with his laptop, browsing vintage clothing 
on Ebay. He’d even answered every question to 
the ‘How hipster are you?’ quiz on Buzzfeed, but 
that only confirmed in red lettering his recurrent 
fears: he just wasn’t a member of “the cool club”.

 With only one year left at university, Geor-
geneeds a solution, and quick. Time is running 
out and soon he’ll be thrown into the job market, 
where his cool quest would be lost. When trawl-
ing through his “guide to being a hipster” book, 
inspiration hit him in the face: ironically thick-
framed hipster glasses.

 Walking around campus wearing his con-
spicuous specs, George feels like a new man. 
Suddenly, he gets a glimpse of seminar girl from 
across the Uni thoroughfare, and plucks up the 
courage to chat to her, feeling confident behind 
his new lenses. Her back is turned to him. It’s a 
beautiful back. 

“Hi, I’m George - you’re in my Tuesday semi-
nar aren’t you?” 

Seminar girl turns around, and strokes her 
beard. Style, it seems, had come at the price of 
an accurate optical prescription. 

CARTOON BY KATE MITCHELL

Festivals. 
Nothing feels 

better than blow-
ing your student 
loan on sitting in 

a field.

Broccoli.  
We can think of 
Nisa ways to get 
your five a day.

Basshunter. 
He must have felt 
right at home at 
Willow judging 
by his 
discogrophy. 

Horses.
Our long-faced 
friends have 
taken “post-
exam freedom” 
to heart, running 
around campus 
like there’s no 
tomorrow. 

Campus Population
If you’re reading this then you’re 
probably not a third year or on an ex-
otic holiday like everyone else seems 
to be. Poor us.

Entering the weird world of the 
graduand via an eight-hour 
Courtyard drinking binge, you 

find yourself in an awkward limbo be-
tween the crushing atmosphere of the 
exam period and the forty-five years of 
work awaiting you in the real world. 
But for the most part, those York ‘tradi-
tions’ that are hurriedly invented to fill 
our three short years won’t be coming 
with us.

Take the bucket list. In this limbo 
before Summer Ball, we third years re-
turn to a fresher-like state through this 
great tradition. No one will ever com-
plete it, unless that is you can pull 27 
different people, sleep with 18 more, 
and drink the equivalent of 13 bottles 
of vodka in 33 days. But tradition de-
mands we must attempt it.

We will tell of our plans to under-
take the crate-escape, finish Edward 
Ciderhands, make a quote-wall and roll 
down Clifford’s Tower, all in the first 24 
hours of post-exam freedom. Waking 
up the next morning we find our bod-
ies a) are no longer 18, and b) have suf-
fered three years of drinking the likes of 
which probably won’t be repeated again 
in their lifetime. 

My plan to go out ten nights in a 
row, “like we did in freshers”, has had to 
be reassessed. Three is considered ac-
ceptable; the loss of face is avoided this 
way.

Tradition two: the Gold Rush has 
returned, an ancient ritual that people 
pretend to partake in. It pains me to 
break it, but if they didn’t want to get 
with you in terms one to eight, term 
nine isn’t going to be any different.

Meanwhile, Quiet Place copulation 
has been denied by the university, as it 
didn’t appear in the campus security 
notes. I feel for the poor security guard 
who keeps stumbling upon the many 
students getting busy, but who is then 
too shy to report it. Unfortunately, peo-
ple taking part in ‘outdoor activity’ will 
find a whole new meaning to the phrase 
doing the dirty – there’s been too much 
post-exam rain for an enjoyable experi-
ence. It’s not a tradition anyone will be 
taking with them into future life.

Other rituals have been included 
crowding into a housemate’s bed to 
share in hangover pain – something 
that can surely only happen at univer-
sity.

York’s collection of chunder stories 
and ‘Never Have a I Ever’ tales can cer-
tainly be dropped, as can some of our 
university’s more bizarre societies. No-
one can regret such gloriously unim-
portant activities as barbershop sing-
ing, Scottish dancing and pantomime, 
but dabbling in things in which you 
have such little talent is something I’ll 
probably shelve… until retirement.

 But York has one thing that no 
graduate of our brutalist landscape 

should forget. If we can pretend 
that sixties architecture is beau-
tiful, we’ll have no problem re-
taining optimism into the future 
that the education we’ve received 
here will serve us well into out 
futures. 

York students’ sense of hu-
mour has been evident in 
every one of my 90 weeks, 
no more so than when 
York Mosque was threat-
ened by an EDL wing, 
hundreds of students 
turned out to face 
them … armed with 
cups of tea. 

Think back to the 
1960s and you can 
imagine a comic ad-
venturer waking up in 
Freshers’ Week and tell-
ing a hungover flatmate, 
“It does look like a space 
ship”. 

Binge-drinking, 
sexual daring and dab-
bling in singing (out 
of tune), dancing (out 
of time) and acting (I 
forgot my lines) can be 
left in the annals of the 
‘University Experience’. 
If there’s something I’ll 
take from York, I hope it 
is the optimism, kind-
ness and sense of 
fun that all its stu-
dents, lecturers 
and staff display. 
York, it’s been a pleasure.

“My plan to go out ten 
nights in a row, ‘like we 
did in freshers,’ has had 

to be reassessed.”

Rik Mayall.
This barmy bas-
tion of comedy  
will be remem-
bered for far more 
than  a football 
song:  a Young 
One forever.
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York
PRIDE.

Walking with pride
Chair of York Pride Greg Stephenson talks to Erin Rodgers about the LGBT image

This Saturday, the streets of York will 
play host to York Pride. An anticipated 
crowd of over 1000 people will come 

together to celebrate the city’s LGBT commu-
nity. An annual event recognised for over two 
decades, York Pride began as a humble gath-
ering of a mere two dozen people, but over the 
years has gone from strength to strength; it 
currently boasts the largest Pride gathering in 
North Yorkshire. The event is the culmination 
of a week of festivities designed to entertain 
with a line-up of various music and comedy 
acts. But it is also to raise awareness of impor-
tant issues with which the LGBT community 
continue to struggle.

I asked Greg Stephenson, Chairman of 
York Pride, how he would advertise the event 
to somebody who doesn’t identify as LGBT 
and who hadn’t considered attending it this 
weekend. He emphasised the inclusive nature 

of the event, explaining, “York Pride is for an-
yone who would like to attend and show their 
support for the LGBT community. It’s a great 
family friendly celebration of LGBT culture 
and diversity. We have a great line-up this 
year with something for everyone.”

In the past, 
events such as 
York Pride have 
been perceived 
as exclusively for 
the gay commu-
nity to celebrate their sexual orientation away 
from heterosexual dominance. However, to-
day’s “something for everyone” notion at the 
heart of the event’s ethos suggests that such 
occasions have transcended this straight-gay 
binary and evolved into something that is uni-
versally inclusive of all sexual preferences. 

In a society that is increasingly exploring 

the spectrum of sexuality in both the media 
and day-to-day conversation, is it now consid-
ered as boring and old-fashioned to be reluc-
tant to associate with, whether personally or 
through others, non-heterosexual identities?

I asked Greg about various celebrities 
who strive to 
make their im-
age more excit-
ing and ‘racy’ by 
involving them-
selves in public 

displays of bisexual curiosity. For example 
Miley Cyrus and Katy Perry’s recently papped 
intimate kiss at a concert in Los Angeles. In 
a recent survey, 54 per cent of heterosexual 
women between the ages of 18 and 24 say 
they’ve kissed another girl. That number 
drops to 43 percent for women aged between 
25 and 34. Whilst it seems that as years go by, 

young women less frequently equate kissing 
other women to identifying as bisexual, the-
real so exists a cultural phenomenon of young 
women, including celebrities, going through 
what they recognise as a ‘bisexual phase’. 

Greg agrees that treating such activity as 
a ‘phase’ is more damaging than the sporadic 
encounters that 43 per cent of us claim to en-
gage in. “This is definitely wrong and harm-
ful” he asserted, “if celebs are lying about 
being bisexual when they are not just to be 
trendy they should be ashamed.” I suggested 
that such normalisation of having sexual ex-
periences with both men and women could 
be translated by young people as a celebratory 
and supportive act. Greg explained, however, 
that it is important to define superficial sexual 
performance such as these risqué stunts away 
from genuine sexual identity: “I think it’s a bit 
of a mockery of those who do identify as bi-

“I think society as a whole is 
much more promiscuous”



sexual.”
We went on to discuss public perceptions 

of homosexual relationships within the com-
plex web of today’s ‘sexed up’ society. Greg told 
me, “I think society as a whole is much more 
promiscuous, with dating websites and apps 
widely available.” 

Statistics such as the fact that one in three 
married couples now meet online demon-
strate a reformation within the dating world. 
However, more modern apps such as Tinder 
and Grindr allow people to find others of their 
sexual preference to meet up with, often with 
the sole aim of having sex by the end of the 
night. 

Stories of 
sexual encounters 
that have come as 
a result of a ‘match’ 
are increasingly 
less surprising. 
Experimental sex 
is now the key 
focus of interest 
and discussion 
amongst younger 
generations due to 
increased sexual promiscuity. The act itself is 
no longer seen as newsworthy.

I discussed with Greg whether he thought 
that increasing sexual openness in general was 
fundamental to the simultaneously increasing 
acceptance of the LGBT community. He ad-
dressed the way in which this boost in sexual 
activity of those who don’t identify as LGBT 
has antiquated a common preconception 
about gay relationships, “are the gay commu-
nity more promiscuous?... I’m sure someone 
will do a study one day and I’d be interested to 
read the results!”

Greg explained how he believes that these 
new and open attitudes towards sex do posi-
tively affect the experiences of young people 
who identify as LGBT, yet those of “older gen-

erations can struggle with their LGBT iden-
tity, some of which have kept their identity 
hidden their whole lives.” He also suggested 
that those only educated about straight, mo-
nogamous and un-experimental sexual rela-
tionships can find it hard to embrace today’s 
more explicit approach towards sex. 

Therefore, one of the key themes of this 
year’s York Pride is to address the problems 
faced by this age group. Greg expanded on 
this point, saying, “on the other side of the 
coin, there are those that have lived being 
open about their LGBT identity, yet struggle 
to continue to be open when they get to the 
stage of needing residential care.” He main-

tained that educa-
tion is a principal 
focus of York Pride, 
and that while we 
might be heavily ex-
posed to sex, we re-
ceive very little for-
mal education about 
both its physical and 
emotional aspects.

Greg asserted, “I 
personally think bet-

ter sex education is needed in schools not just 
for the LGBT community but for everyone. 
Certainly from my experiences, no references 
at all were made to same sex relationships or 
trans-relationships.” 

We discussed how, for many people who 
still feel uncomfortable with LGBT relation-
ships, it is the physical side rather than the 
romantic that they take issue with. So, then, 
is educating children about LGBT sex in the 
same way and at the same age that schools 
normally provide sex-education the way to 
encourage further accommodation of LGBT 
sexuality? Greg believes that this would help 
to tackle homophobic and transphobic bully-
ing within the education system, another of 
the focuses of this year’s Pride.

We went on to the question of whether 
film and television can be positive educational 
tools in regards to their presentation of LGBT 
characters. I proposed that from my own ex-
perience, television shows such as ‘Glee’ and 
‘Sex & the City’ present gay men as typically 
white, cultured and camp, and that surely this 
representation advocates an unrepresentative 
stereotype.

Greg agreed to an extent, but added, “in 
recent years I think this has started to change. 
Off the top of my head, I can think of 
Aaron on ‘Emmerdale’ and 
Stephen Brendan on 
Ho l l y o a k s ’ w h o 
aren’t ste-
reotyp ica l l y 
‘camp’ or ‘cul-
tured’. I think 
the variety 
in LGBT 
c h a r a c -
ters ap-
p e a r -
ing on 
o u r 

s c r e e n s 
is great.” He acknowledged 
that whatever stereotypes that film 
and television present, there are real people 
who live up to them. As long as “this is bal-
anced out and the LGBT community is fairly 
represented in a diverse way,” then such ste-
reotypes are not a damaging concept.

This opened up the question as to wheth-
er programmes should seek to use LGBT ac-
tors to play such roles. The director of mul-
ti-award winning film, Dallas Buyers Club, 
was recently criticised for casting Jared Leto 
to play a transsexual character, rather than 
electing a transsexual actor. Though Greg told 
me that he hadn’t been aware of this contro-

versy when I asked him about it, he did speak 
about the current transgender storyline on 
Hollyoaks in which Blessing Chambers re-
vealed she was born a man. “Her storyline is 
moving and emotional and is being well por-
trayed by the actress playing the role. I would 
imagine, as with any acting role, that plenty 
of research is key. I know that Modupe Adey-
eye, the actor who plays Blessing has worked 
closely with various charities, including ‘All 
About Trans’ to ensure she does the role jus-
tice.” Greg added how important he thought 
it was that actors should not be discriminated 

against in terms of being considered for a role 
based upon their sexuality. This also applies 
to straight actors auditioning for LGBT roles.

Recent media coverage of stories such as 
the aforementioned girl-on-girl kisses, Dallas 
Buyers Club and Austrian drag singer and Eu-
rovision winner, Conchita Wurst, has elevated 
questions and issues surrounding LGBT sexu-
ality to a high profile level.

 I asked Greg whether such glamorisa-
tions have caused events such as York Pride to 
become less political and less centred on eve-
ryday issues. “I think it’s very easy for Pride 
events to lose all sense of purpose and just 
become a big party,” he said, “York Pride has 
always ensured it has a serious theme to it. 
This has helped us to ensure that people have 
a good time but still remember why the Pride 
movement was born. It always helps us to re-
member those less fortunate than ourselves 
who aren’t able to be freely openly LGBT.” 

In 2011, York Pride featured speeches 
and a balloon release to honour the memory 
of David Kato, a Ugandan gay rights activist 
who studied in York and was murdered in his 
own country because of his sexuality.

From speaking to Greg, it’s clear that strik-
ing the balance between having a celebratory 
day of entertainment, as well as encouraging 
the crowds to engage in more serious aspects 
and messages of the event is deceptively chal-
lenging. However, Greg and the other unpaid 
volunteers who coordinate York Pride seem to 
be hitting the nail on the head when it comes 
to ensuring that this is achieved.

I asked G r e g 

which ele-
ment of York 
Pride he is most 
excited about: “The 
Parade is my personal 
favourite part of the day. 
It’s great to see the LGBT 
community, along with our 
straight allies, coming together 
to celebrate how far equal rights 
have come. But it’s also great 
to raise awareness of LGBT is-
sues that still exist both here and 
abroad.” M
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“If celebs are lying about 
being bisexual when they 
are not just to be trendy 
they should be ashamed”

“I personally think 

better sex education is 

needed in schools”
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It’s been six years since we last saw a Rainbow Six title and fans have been yearning 
for the release of a new instalment in the Tom Clancy franchise. Rainbow 6: Pa-
triots was meant to be the natural successor to Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six: Vegas 
2, but unfortunately the title was delayed and struggled early in its development 
stages. However, Ubisoft continued to put complete faith behind the title and rein-

vented it as Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six: Siege.

Siege is visually stunning and its gameplay feels authentic in trying to deliver 
the definitive shooter experience: for example, walls can be damaged by grenades 
and then the player can use the holes to obtain a tactical advantage over their op-
ponents. This upcoming title will please fans of the series for retaining the team-
based tactics which were essential in the competitive multiplayer experience that 
the Rainbow Six series has thrived upon in previous instalments. Rainbow Six: 
Siege closed Ubisoft’s conference with style, and it is certainly a promising first-

person shooter title coming to Xbox One and PlayStation 4 (Ubisoft is also hinting 
at an open beta for the title, so it’s certainly worth keeping an eye out).

Ubisoft’s long-standing franchise returned at E3 and it was one 
of the highlights from their conference – the other was Rain-
bow Six: Siege, if you were curious to know. Assassin’s Creed: 
Unity is the seventh title in the franchise to carry on the main 
story and it will be the first entry on Xbox One and PlayStation 4. Set 
during the French Revolution, the story follows Arno Dorian and his 
allies in their attempt to expose the people who are secretly behind the 
uprising.

Unity features a 4-player co-op mode for the first time in the franchise’s 
history, allowing friends to join in on missions. It’s great to see Unity developed 
for the new consoles only, specifically for how the graphics have excelled com-
pared with the last generation consoles. Gameplay has also been polished up 
during the demo, with Arno’s freerunning looking a lot smoother. With the 
success of Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag, Unity is looking like another 
promising entry in this renowned franchise.

Metal Gear Solid creator and director Hideo Kojima loves the limelight. Un-
fortunately for Kojima, his trailer was leaked before the Sony press conference 
took place, but he still turned up anyway and showed off Metal Gear Solid V: The 
Phantom Pain. This trailer demonstrated Kojima’s capability to push the true 
potential of PlayStation 4 software, with his Fox Engine creating breath-taking 
visuals. Following on from the prologue, Metal Gear Solid V: Ground Zeroes, 
Big Boss is seen cremating the fallen soldiers of Militaires Sans Frontières (his 
previous organisation), and The Phantom Pain begins the transformation of his 
character from a legendary hero to villain.

Diamond Dogs–yes, that is a reference to David Bowie–is Big Boss’ newest 
organisation and pushes forward his plans for creating an ‘Army without Bor-
ders.’ Kojima has a history of picking the best music to perfectly suit his trailers, 
and this time Mike Oldfield does the honours with “Nuclear.” MGSV has had 
gameplay featured outside of the conference and only reiterated how Kojima 
has continued to revolutionise the series mechanics. MGSV is another test for 
Kojima in seeing how far he can push the boundaries in gaming.

This may not strictly be a ‘proper’ announcement for the Wii U’s ros-
ter, as it doesn’t have an official title, but it is without doubt one of the 
most exciting prospects we’ll see out of E3. Nintendo’s slight finan-
cial troubles are nothing short of common knowledge but with Mario 
Kart 8, Super Smash Bros. and Mario Party 10 all destined for their 
debuts on the Wii U, this title will be another powerhouse that will 
undoubtedly boost Wii U sales. 

We can’t possibly ignore the dazzling beauty, detail and raw-action 
that was in the small snippet Nintendo used to tease us. The vast land-
scape shot paired with the information that we can go anywhere within 
this world finally gives us the sense of scale we’ve been looking for. 
As Eiji Aonuma discussed, fans want that feeling of being lost in 
the fields of Hyrule, of the world being the ultimate puzzle. Not only 
this but who can deny that the sequence where a giant metal cephalopod-like 
creature promptly attacks Link and the ensuing battle were not some of the most 
colourful, nostalgic and anticipatory moments of E3 this year.

Even though we had been given an insight into the gameplay prior to E3, the 
Microsoft conference was the first time the game was given a truly theatrical 

entry. Its showcase began with a new trailer after which Ted Price, the CEO 
of Insomniac Games, appeared to introduce some gameplay footage. This 

game is the 1990s hyperbolised. The colours are extremely bright, the 
violence is rife, the humour is vulgar, and the music is punk. Ninetees 

tropes are taken and played with transforming them into pure, insane 
fun.

Their previous work on the Spyro and Ratchet and Clank titles is evident 
in the art style and vibrancy of the action. But given the responsibility of it be-
ing Insomniac’s first Xbox exclusive title, it feels like they wanted to dive off the 
edge of a cliff a bit. They want to experiment with how you do extreme violence, 
blowing mutants and humans apart and generally being a bit of an insane ba-

dass. The protagonist’s elaborate breaking of the fourth wall throughout the 
trailer is witty but at the close of the trailer where the protagonist asks ‘”Can 

you save Sunset City? Can you? For the love of God, can you!...Of course you 
can, it’s a f****** video game”’ really makes me want to.

Five standout 
titles from E3 2014
Adnan Riaz and Alex Killeen select 
the most intriguing titles of this year’s 
Electronic Entertainment Expo

The Legend of Zelda

The Assassin’s Creed: Unity Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six: Siege

Sunset OverdriveMetal Gear Solid V: The Phantom Pain
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Amy Blumsom previews the ones to watch at this year’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival
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Get Your Fix

Cendrillon
Grand Opera House York, £9-21, 20 June 

Following their excellent Don Giovani, York’s Opera 
Society interpret Jules Massenet’s classic.

The Provoked Wife 
Scenic Stage Theatre, 20-22 June 

John Vanbrugh’s witty play deals with marriage, 
courtship and temptation.

Tonight at 8
Drama Barn, Week 9 

DramaSoc take on three of Noel Coward’s short plays; 
“Red Peppers”, “Shadow Play” and “Still Life”. 

Empress Dowager Ci Xi
National Science Learning Centre, 22 June
Best-selling author of  Wild Swans Jung Chang talks about 

her biography of the Emperess Ci Xi.

Deborah Lam

York’s own Comedy Soc is sending two acts to the Fringe this year. The 
Shambles will be braving the paid festival, and also performing a free 
sketch show - Present and Correct: Now Recruiting. 
Venue: Surgeon’s Hall and Sportsters Bar
Date: 1-23 August

York Comedy Soc

Back of the Bus

Its not entirely clear how singing and acupuncture have come together, 
or what this performance will entail, but we’re intrigued to find out. 
Olivia Rhee gives a one woman show about her life so far.
Venue: Just the Tonic at The Mash House 

The Singing Acupuncturist

Grimm

Perhaps its just the excellent use of pun, or the poster of Oscar Wilde 
holding a muffin, but this musical interpretation of The Importance of 
Being Ernest has caught our interest and looks set to capture the wit of 
Wilde.
Venue: C Venues - C Cubed

Ernest; or much ado about muffins

Edinburgh University Savoy Opera Group tackle everyone’s favourite 
puppet-based musical. The Tony Award winner navigates sex, racism 
and sexuality, and somehow manages to leave you feeling good.
Venue: Paradise in Augustines 
Date: 2-10 August

Avenue Q

Spoken word isn’t everyone’s cup of tea but with such a wealth of tal-
ent at the Fringe, it would be a waste to miss out on the full experience. 
Storytelling meets poetry in Danny Chivers’ ‘darkly funny true tale of 
rhyming and rebellion.’
Venue: Stafford Centre 
Date: 2-13 August

Arrest That Poet!

Hypnotist Theatre offer a devised adaptation of  the Brothers Grimm 
talesto explore themes of childhood and memory. It looks disturbing, 
but is definitely one to watch.
Venue: C venues - C too 
Date: 31 July - 16 August

An innovative show and a potential ride home after- what more could you want? Fresh from sell-
out shows in Australia and New Zealand, watch as dancers propel themselves across a classic red 
bus. Well worth going if only to marvel at how it slipped past Health and Safety.
Venue: Assembly George Square Gardens
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Most people would argue that making stationary that 
isn’t in any way useable doesn’t make much sense. 
Scepticism to one side, wood sculptor Camilla Bar-

nard does exactly that with great success. Her wood stationary 
collection is gaining increasing attention in the art world, and 
all for the right reasons.

The collection, which consists of stationary items such 
as sharpies, pencils, protractors and rulers all made from 
wood, was produced for Camilla’s final show whils studying 
at Brighton University. She tells me, “You pretty much learn 
how to make absolutely anything from wood, ceramics, metals 
and plastics.”

However unique the collection may sound, it was actually 
born from simple origins. Camilla credits her open obsession 

with stationary, and a lapse in inspiration, as the ba-
sis of her sculptures. “I was kind of a little bit stuck 
as to what to make for my final show and there 

was a drill just in front of me, so I thought okay 
maybe I can just make loads of random stuff 

that I see all around me, contemporary every-
day objects, out of wood.”

Since graduating, Camilla has con-
tinued to expand her collection; making 
further collections of wood-based items 
including toasters, televisions, drills and 
further stationary equipment. For eve-
ry show, she starts a new project, and 
thus adds to her ever-growing world 
of hand-carved stationary. People of-
ten approach Camilla with a random 
theme or she creates a new collection 
based on everyday objects that she 
finds aesthetically pleasing.

The stationary collection has been 
attracting attention in the stationary 
world and online, with stationary re-
tailer Ryman tweeting Camilla with 
compliments about the collection, 
as well as bloggers who have seen 
the product to buy online on art 
website L’ArcoBaleno. Camilla 
believes the products make good 
gifts for stationary enthusiasts, as 

little gifts for people to put on their mantelpiece or desks.
Just recently Camilla was commissioned by high-end de-

signer brand Paul Smith to make a window display of musical 
equipment and camera for one of their stores, and more bi-
zarrely by American lifestyle brand Anthropologie to produce 
dog-inspired wooden objects for America’s puppy adoption 
week. These included a wooden rubber chicken, a dog basket 
and tennis balls; items that Camilla deems to be the strang-
est she’s ever made out of wood. “I don’t know if anyone else 
in the world has ever made a wooden rubber chicken. It was 
weird trying to write down forms for customs describing ex-
actly what everything was. I can imagine a really serious per-

son asking: “why are they shipping a wooden rubber chicken?”
Camilla’s wooden stationary also leaves people puzzled 

due to the similarity of each item to its usable equivalent. She 

recalls how she used to trick people in the univer-
sity art studios, leaving her pretend tools, pens 
and pencils around because “it was nice to 

see people for a split second do a 
double take. It’s quite nice when 

people pick up a sharpie 
pen made out of wood 
and think it works. An ele-
ment of practical jokes I think 
is in there.” She admits to 
even sometimes tricking her-
self because “I’ve got all of my 
real pens mixed in with lots of 
wooden ones.”

Camilla produces her 
wooden products economically, 
never buying wood, and instead 
reusing bits that she finds on 
the street or in bins on her 
way to work. Her explanation 
for this is simple “There’s just 
loads and loads around. Peo-
ple chuck lovely, lovely bits of 
wood away, especially when 
they’re demolishing buildings, 

and stripping places.” She re-

calls “I conveniently cut down a birch tree just at the end of 
my road a couple of months ago. I’m the weird one carrying 
big logs around on the underground.
Camilla explains the process behind creating her wooden 
sculptures. For larger sculptures, she explains “I get the object 
in front of me, draw round it on the bit of wood then cut it. 
Then I do loads and loads of sanding until it looks like the 
actual thing.” For smaller items, such as pencils and pens, the 
process is a little less complex. Camilla cuts branches into 

the right lengths and then sands them down. “Pens and 
pencils are very easy to 

make, one of 
my faster sculptures” After 

the wood is shaped, she paints the wood 
with everyday acrylic paint, then outlines the details with per-
manent marker, either sharpie or promarker, before painting 
on the final details.  “Sharpie on sharpie – it’s that sort of weird 
irony.” Whether Camilla’s wooden sculptures are to your taste 
or not, one thing is for sure. Camilla plans to continue add-
ing to her collection as her fan base continues to grow as she 
affirms, “my dream is to make everything in the world out of 
wood, but I think that could be a bit tricky.”

Sheer madness or bold creativity? That’s a decision for 
you to carve out for yourselves. M

Rising star Camilla Barnard has already received commissions from designer Paul 
Smith. Grace Marsh talks to her about carving out her own success

Sculpting stationary

“It’s quite nice when people pick 
up a sharpie pen made out of 
wood and think it works”

PHOTOS: CAMILLA BERNARD
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Campus style: what are you wearing?
Dhechen Lama, First Year, English Literature , Halifax College

That summer state of mind

Festival Chic 
!e festival vibe is truly at its peak this summer, with brands such as Topshop and River Is-
land "aunting their new specially adapted collections. To capture this look, team vintage high 
waisted shorts with bright tribal patterning, & don’t forget those all important wellies! Add a 
hint of glamour with these crown hair charms; perfect for a more chilled out hippy look.Clock-
wise: Reclaimed Vintage Levi 501 Shorts in Light Blue, Asos £40.00; Earrings, Missguided £4.99; 
Hunter Wellies £95; Embroided Playsuit, Warehouse £42.00; Charm Hair Crown, Asos £10.00; 
Folk Tee, Topshop £35; Retro sunglasses, River Island £13.00; Cuzco Backpack, Topshop £36.

Compiled by Izzy Ashton and  Beki Elmer 

Garden Party 
For those celebrating summer a little closer to home we’ve put together a classy, yet relaxed 
look for the classic British BBQ. !ese cool blue "oating dresses and "oral print trousers are 
perfect for embracing the summer spirit whilst keeping you covered in British weather! Don’t 
forget to add some "at-buckle shoes to capture the outdoors look while staying on trend. !is 
summertime, team blues with o#-whites to keep your look fresh and sophisticated. Clock-
wise: Blouse, Zara £29.99; Buckle-Shoes, Dorothy Perkins £15; Print Trousers, Miss Selfridge 
£28; Broderi Dress, Warehouse £55; Embellished Clutch, Miss Selfridge £35; Maxi-Dress, H&M 
£29.99; Straw Bag, H&M £24.99.

City Break
It’s always important to keep your cool when on holiday in a city because the last thing you want be 
is uncomfortable. !e ensemble of choice for this summer should be a midi skirt and a structured 
crop top. Breezy enough to keep you cool but glam enough to take you from day to night. As for 
footwear, trainers are a must. A note about the Gazelles: make sure you wear them in before explor-
ing a city in a day in them. A gorgeous bag and a pair of mirrored sunnies are also vital. Clockwise: 
Mirrored Sunnies, Mango £17.99; Skirt, Zara £29.99; Crop top, Topshop £36; Trainers. Adidas £65; 
Bag, Asos £70.

Beach Escape
I for one am a shade baby and so for me, cover ups are essential to my beach attire. !is one ticks all 
the boxes. Striped, not too short, covers the shoulders, just perfect. Just pair with a pair of wedges and 
lippy for the evening. A black bikini is the easiest way to look chic on the beach. Topped o# with a 
straw fedora and a plain pair of espadrilles and you are good to go. And just to make the look even 
more beachy, stack neon friendship bracelets as high up your arm as you fancy. Clockwise: Dress, GAP 
£29 (in the sale!); Hat, H&M £7.99; Bikini. Topshop £13 & £8; Espadrilles, Asos £10; Bangles, New Look 
£5.99.
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Hot

Not 

Campus style: what are you wearing?
Dhechen Lama, First Year, English Literature , Halifax College

“O Mighty”. Feeling those festi-
vibes and searching for an outfit 
like no other? Check out this 

American brand for retro-influ-
enced, rave-ready, digital prints. 
We’re lusting over the Kim 
Kardashian selfie socks 

and ‘wish you were beer’ 
tie-dye halter-neck.

Think you’ve got the style that outranks 
the rest on campus? Send your look to 
fashion@nouse.co.uk

College Stash. Whether 
you’ve opted for the versa-
tile tee or a varsity onesie 
(only the brave), prove 
your love by rocking your 
collegiate threads with 
fearless pride.

Dhechen Lama shares her tips for looking good on the move

Today I chose to wear my new 
pointed flats from Primark; 
I have recently embraced the 

pointed shoe even if they might make 
my feet look flipper-esque. I paired 
them with my H&M top, these topshop 
“Mom” jeans which I am currently lov-
ing and truly don’t plan on wearing 
skinny jeans ever again. My gold flower 
Bracelet is from Topshop and my little 
box bag is another Primark purchase. 
I do love Primark, not only is the price 
rather attractive but also the accessories 
they have are really great as there is so 
much choice and they don’t look cheap. 

I am inspired by Bip Ling and Alt-
anta de Cadenet, as I like my look to 
be mixed up, it sometimes can mean I 
look quite wacky as I want to wear all 
the things I love at once; who wants to 
compromise? I used to look to blogs, 
such as ‘song of soil’, but it was re-
ally time consuming and blogs tend 
to be written by adults who have more 
money so becomes really unrealistic. 
I prefer to consult the street style sec-
tions of magazines which are amazing; 
Grazia  in particular are great at finding 
really naturally fashionable people. If I 

could look like them on the street I’d be 
so happy! I have recently fallen in love 
with “Mom” jeans because they compli-
ment my figure and are so comfy, skinny 
jeans are a thing of the past. If I wear 
something ‘baggy’ on the bottom than 
I’ll go tighter or cropped on the top to 
balance it out. 

In terms of fashion faux pas I really 
wouldn’t wear black and navy together; 
in honesty it gives me the shivers as they 
just don’t go in my mind. I don’t think 
there are rules in fashion but black leg-
gings, of the see through variety, just 
aren’t trousers! 

I am by no means a fashion guru 
but if I had to give advice to anyone it 
would be don’t dress for other people, 
that might sound like a contradiction as 
everyone wants to be complemented on 
their outfit choices, but what I mean is 
don’t wear what you think you should 
wear. We might as well wear what we 
want now when we’re young and can 
get away with it.

Rihanna at the CFDAs. 
Adorned in 215,000 
Swarovski crystals, Rihanna 
proved her iconic credentials 
at the annual CFDA’s where 
she literally shone bright like a 
diamond. Her 1920s style sheath 
with white fur stole is a must-
have.

Goose foot. A condition familiar 
to York students. The seasonal 
influx of goslings may seem sweet 
but their omnipresent excrement 
renders it impossible to don a 
summer sandal without falling 
into a sticky situation.

Light-up Clothes. Topshop x Ashish 
has offered light-up platform trainers 
fresh from the runway. As much as we’d 
happily revel in the nostalgic 
glow of illuminated 
footwear, York weather 
is hardly conducive to 
electrical dressing. 

A book is as good to be seen with as 
any accessory. Summer provides us 
with endless opportunities to catch 
up on the reading uni work may have 
kept us too busy for. We recommend 
picking up one of “The School of 
Life’s How To” series. It is a seriously 
productive, yet brief, summer read 
and will fit easily into an overstuffed 
carry-on, and it’s only £8. Another 
option is Joanna Briscoe’s “Touched” 

which starts off as a traditional sum-
mer novel set in the sixties, but the 
story of the young family at its centre 
quickly takes a nightmarish turn... 
£10, out July 3rd. Finally, as we 
mourn the passing and celebrate the 
life of one of the world’s greatest fe-
male writers, there is no better beach 
read (or re-read, or re-re-read), than 
Maya Angelou’s beloved “I Know 
Why The Caged Bird Sings?”

Unveiling a body that’s remained 
neglected and firmly under wraps 
throughout the winter is always go-
ing to be a daunting task. Make it a 
little easier on yourself by prepar-
ing your skin for the big bikini re-
veal a week or so before the event. 
A smoothly polished canvas is the 
key to any tan, fake or not, so incor-
porate St Ives’ Apricot Scrub for all 
skin types (£4.09) into your shower 
routine. If you’re as pale as I cur-

rently am, make like me and fake it 
till you make it with Dove’s Summer 
Glow Nourishing Lotion, for softer 
skin and to prevent fellow beach go-
ers from risking blindness from the 
glare of your winter white legs. Cur-
rently £2.48 in Superdrug. And let’s 
not forget the face; prepare your skin 
with the Yes To Grapefruit Brighten-
ing Facial wipes. They are £2.66 in 
Boots for quick on-the-go cleansing 
and exfoliation. 

Sun damage is never attractive. 
Luckily Ambre Solaire have created a 
practical Dry Mist, SPF 50, to mois-
turise and protect. Protect hair with 
an SPF if you are fair haired. Alter-
natively, Pantene’s Dry Oil with Vita-
min E will stop your hair from drying 
out with the beach’s triple threat of 
sun, sea and sand. Or you could har-
ness this beach hair look with Toni & 
Guy’s brilliant Salt Spray. Boots sell 

flight friendly minis. For your face, 
the arrival of summer means less is 
more. For night time, slick on Mac’s 
Enchanted One, a tan boosting coral 
from their new Alluring Aquatic col-
lection. And check out that packagin, 
only £16.50. Eye-wise, Maybelline’s 
Color Tattoo 24HR Cream Gel Eye-
shadows come in a dazzling range of 
metallics and can be patted on to the 
lid with a finger. Easy breezy.

Reading 

Preparation

Beauty

Party Pooper. Exams are over, 
clubs are calling, your wardrobe 
is empty. At the start of term, a 

loan-funded clothes binge would 
be the solution. But it’s week 

nine and boy does your account 
know it!
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Don’t forget the lace, patterned 

silk shirt and 1950s retro 

glasses when packing your 

suitcase this summer. From the 

beach to a break in the city, 

embrace your vintage style. 
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“We want to empower you. We want to help you feel 
beautiful, and give you the confidence to be a 
walking work of art.” 

Frances Darwin is the founder of Henna Heals, branded 
by its own website as a global community of Henna artists 
with one unified goal–to empower those experiencing hair 
loss through the application of beautiful henna designs onto 
the bare head, now known widely as ‘henna crowns’. At a time 
when arguably more focus is on cancer, chemotherapy, and 
finding a cure for hair loss, the Toronto-based photographer 
has decided that it’s time to change the tune and concentrate 
on the individual.

During her time in San Francisco, Frances came across a 
henna artist named Darcy Vasudev, who was already working 
on henna crowns. The original plan for the pair was to carry 
out a ‘Maternity Henna photo shoot’, using this as an oppor-
tunity for expectant women to have some time to themselves, 
combining the skills of both the world-renowned henna artist 
and the photographer.

Their idea took an unexpected turn when Frances found 
out that Darcy had also been designing henna crowns for can-
cer patients for a few years. At the time, Darcy was designing a 
henna crown for a woman named Tara Schubert who had lost 
her hair while battling breast cancer. Frances was able to pho-
tograph her and, during the photo shoot, Tara commented, 
“I’ve never felt this beautiful, even before the cancer”. The seed 
for Henna Heals had been planted. After Tara sadly passed 

away a few years later, her life inspired Frances to spread the 
word about this type of healing through her own contribution 
as a photographer. 

The Canadian organisation, which now boasts over 150 
henna tattoo artists all over the world, was founded by Frances 
in 2011 with the help of three henna artists (the only three she 
could find with henna crown experience), and has grown mas-
sively since. Artists design intricate, temporary patterns on the 

client’s head to create these crowns, using naturally-sourced 
ingredients, which usually last up to two weeks. The individual 
will then have his/her photographs taken in order to create 
lasting memories and to spread the word. The bare head be-
comes a beautiful work of art, rather than an external sign of 
illness.

Most of Frances’ clients are cancer patients who have re-
cently undergone chemotherapy treatment. Chemotherapy is 
often administered to kill cancer cells which grow and divide 
rapidly, but the treatment will also affect any other cells de-
veloping at a similar rate. This often leads to substantial hair 
loss during and immediately after a chemotherapy course. 

Depending on the person, hair will often grow back once the 
course has finished, but hair loss can often be one of the more 
visibly overwhelming signs of cancer.

Henna Heals is able to offer these cancer patients an op-
portunity to be proud of their survival, without having to ex-
plain why they’re not wearing a wig, and the recipients often 
relay an empowering message. “For cancer patients, the henna 
crowns really are a healing experience. This is all about them 
reclaiming a part of themselves that would normally be per-
ceived as ill or damaged or not nice to look at and making it 
beautiful.”

Speaking to Nouse, Frances continued to explain her rea-
soning behind this service, and how she feels they benefit not 
only the cancer survivor, but also their family and friends. 
“Women, for example, are always the glue of their family, even 
when they’re sick.” Henna Heals has been designed not only 
to help these women come to terms with what they are going 
through, but also to allow them to re-energise physically and 
mentally, and really concentrate on their own health. “It also 
lets the families appreciate what their mum, sister, wife is go-
ing through at the time,” she added.

One of Frances’ more recent clients was a newlywed from 
Turkey, Ayça. Ayça has stage 2 Hodgkin Lymphoma and was 
able to design a henna crown completely unique to her. The 
henna crowns generally cost $100, and ten percent of the 
money these henna artists make is added to the ‘Henna Helps 
Fund’ for people who aren’t able to afford the full price henna 

Founder of Henna Heals Frances Darwin,  talks to Alex Slingsby about reclaiming hair loss

“For cancer patients, the 
henna crowns really are a 

healing experience”

Living works of 
art
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crown. More often than not, the service is requested as a gift 
for family members or friends to give a loved one. 

Speaking to Queen’s University, California, Frances men-
tions her frustrations over the cost of these crowns: “I don’t 
feel comfortable charging a cancer patient for this, but I was 
initially told that a for-profit social business was the way to 
go, because funding for non-profits and charities is drying up 
quickly in our Canadian economy”. She is currently seeking le-
gal advice on turning this venture into a non-profit organisa-
tion at some point.

Henna Heals is certainly not restricted to women, nor is 
it restricted to cancer patients; those with the auto-immune 
disease Alopecia also experience hair loss, and benefit greatly 
from the henna crowns. Due to the non life-threatening sta-
tus of the disease, little is known about the cause and cure of 
Alopecia. 

Frustratingly for those with Alopecia, people often mis-
take these clients for those dealing with cancer. In a recent in-
terview with Huffington Post, Frances explained, “In my line of 
work I’ve spoken with several women with this condition who 
are constantly assumed to have cancer. It’s difficult to deal with 
the stares, pity, and even well-intentioned comments of people 
saying ‘you’re going to be alright’. Alopecia is not life-threaten-
ing.” Henna Heals restores control, allowing both Alopecia and 
cancer patients to walk around and continue their lives with 
the confidence they deserve.

As the organisation expands out of Canada, Frances plans 
to take a more relaxed approach. When asked whether Henna 
Heals is based in Toronto, she smiled and shook her head. The 
Toronto base has very recently disbanded in order to make the 
move into an online organisation and to provide equal oppor-
tunity to henna artists all over the world. “Henna Heals is a 
movement, more so than an organisation”, Frances responded, 
“we never wanted to create an illusion that henna artists in 
Toronto are better or more privileged.”

Her strategy seems to be working. Henna Heals has very 
recently gone viral, with articles appearing in Jezebel, Huffing-

ton Post, and the Mail Online. TV station crews are also travel-
ling to Toronto from all over the world to interview Frances, 
an achievement she finds both fulfilling and frustrating at the 
same time. “I originally started Henna Heals because I wanted 
to let the world know about this incredible opportunity. With 
a marketing background, I noticed that henna crowns weren’t 
getting the attention they needed in order for them to become 
more mainstream. Now the world knows - that’s awesome!” 

Henna Heals has already inspired others across the globe 
to raise awareness. The Turning Heads Art Crown Project, 
based in Sydney, Australia aims to bring attention to the sub-
ject of hair loss and raise awareness of Alopecia Areata, ac-
cording to its website. Further to this, the amount of people 
interested in being a part of Henna Heals across the globe has 
multiplied considerably.

But with exposure comes great responsibility, and Frances 
is particularly concerned with maintaining the quality of fu-
ture henna artists: “This is really hard to do when you haven’t 
met the two hundred people who want to be a part of your 
organisation.” Henna has been used for over 5000 years in its 
all-natural form, according to some historians, in both cos-
metic and healing capacities. Henna Heals will only put cli-
ents in contact with henna artists who use safe and completely 
natural dyes to create their henna paste, refusing to affiliate 
the company with ‘black henna’ which often causes burning 
and scarring.

Asked whether any previous ambitions for the company 
had been put on hold, Frances mentioned that she had origi-
nally started raising money to build a Henna Heals artists 
referral website - the “couchsurfing of Henna” - but has now 
focused her time on creating new and useful resources such 
as henna crown tutorials, competitions, and the organisation’s 
new website hennaheals.com. 

Frances’ next move will be “learning to let go of the reins” 
and delegating tasks to others. In order for Henna Heals to 
become a successful international movement, Frances under-
stands that she needs to “create a team that can support the 
movement and turn it into a self-sustainable, reliable commu-
nity of henna artists”. 

So where does Frances see the movement in ten years’ 
time? If all goes to plan, Henna Heals will have turned into an 
international success story, working for hair loss patients both 
inside and outside of the hospital walls, and with little involve-
ment from Frances herself. “Henna Heals is a passion project, 
but I am still working a full-time job!”

Passion project or not, this will undoubtedly go down as 
one of the most loving and honest services you could offer 
someone coping with hair loss. What better way to celebrate 
someone’s life than with an ancient form of adornment? M

“It’s difficult to deal with the 
stares, pity, and even well-

intentioned comments”

PHOTO CREDITS:  FRANCES DARWIN (TOP PHOTO), THE TURNING HEADS PROJECT (BOTTOM 
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As one of the biggest festivals in Britain, T in the Park isn’t 
going to relent this year. Last year it astounded with head-
liners including Mumford & Sons. In 2014 however, Scot-
tish natives Biffy Clyro are taking the stage along with Cal-
vin Harris and Arctic Monkeys - three massive artists who 
each provide enough reason to pick up a weekend ticket in 
their own right. But that’s just the headliners on the Main 
Stage; T in the Park is bringing in artists with an astound-
ing breadth of talent. The organisers have clearly kept an 
eye on the varying popular bands and artists but have  clev-

erly decided not to just shove all the most popular ones on the Main Stage. 
Each stage has a variety of popular performers so things don’t get too ‘same-y’. 

The Radio 1 Stage, for example, sees the likes of Sam Smith, Bombay Bicycle 
Club and Clean Bandit, while King Tut’s Tent is going to be host to the likes 
of Example,  Ben Howard and CHVRCHES.With many other artists includ-
ing Bastille, Kodaline and Ellie Goulding, it’s quite clear that T in the Park is 
going to cater to more than just your conventional festival-goer. This Scottish 
haven of music should  be appealing to everyone and if you want a festival full 
of the friendly northerners that cover our great city of York, there will probably 
be plenty to find here. 

Alex Killeen      
 

Second only to Glaston-
bury in size, Reading and 
Leeds festivals return this 
year with a line-up strong 
enough to kick out any 
doubts music fans may 
have had about buying 
tickets. The organisers 
have outdone themselves 
with a quality set of bands 

on all three days (although 
the Friday at Reading is significantly weaker than 
the other two days). Dubious choice of joint head-
liners Paramore and Queens of the Stone Age are 
likely to lose crowd members to the superior Cour-
teeners, but there are bands like Vampire Week-
end and Twin Atlantic (if you miss them at YUSU 
Ball) to sustain interest earlier in the day. Satur-
day is the one most likely to cause arguments be-
tween friends as Arctic Monkeys, Jake Bugg and 
Band of Skulls all compete for prime time audi-
ence. Sunday also looks amazing with the Kooks, 
ugustines and the Horrors all performing, not to 
mention Blink 182, for what is rumoured to be the 
last time.  

Hatti Linnell

On Blackheath is a non-
camping September festival 
in Southeast London. De-
spite having the least “rock 
and roll” sponsor ever, John 
Lewis, with a lineup as good 
as this, it’ll be difficult to 
pick one day over the other. 

Watching Massive Attack perform ‘Teardrop’ at sunset 
will be unmissable, especially following up-and-coming 
singer/songwriter, Aloe Blacc. But the organisers have 
outdone themselves on the Sunday, with Frank Turner 
and the Sleeping Souls closing the festival, as well as 
Sheffield-based duo Slow Club, and indie veterans, Ath-
lete. Sunday headliner Frank Turner told Nouse why he is 
looking forward to headlining: ‘Festivals are a great way 
to make new friends, to play for people who might be cu-
rious about what you do but not yet totally sold; plus I 
love being in a field in the summer with a load of people 
who like music.’ Weekend tickets are a pretty reasonably 
£99, which is not bad for the music and atmosphere on 
offer. 

Hatti Linnell 

“I love being in a field in the summer with a 
load of people who like music.” - Frank Turner

If you are brave 
enough to take on 
the crowds then V 
Festival is the place 
to be on the 17th 
and 18th August. 

When it first started, the festival was mainly 
rock music based, but in recent years it has 
become more pop orientated. V festival has 
fast become one of the largest festivals around 
Britain with over eighty artists and bands 
spread over two days. The festival is looking 
to be another successful one, now in its 19th 
year, and will be held at Weston Park and 
Hylands Park.The line-up this year provides 
something for all tastes with there being a lot 
of hype around this year’s headliners Justin 
Timberlake and The Killers. Other acts in-
clude Ed Sheeran, Paolo Nutini, Example and 
Lily Allen. For those more into their dance 
anthems, Chase & Status will also be making 
an appearance for a DJ set. The music will be 
held over four stages and if you fancy a break 
from music then there will also be a Glee Club 
comedy stage which was a huge success last 
year. Headliners this year are Alan Carr and 
Adam Hills. 

Katie Woodard

If you’re lucky enough to have a ticket to this 
years sold-out Glastonbury festival, you will 
not be left disappointed. This year, the main 
Pyramid stage will see rock/metal headlin-
ers of Metallica, Kasabian and Arcade Fire. 
As always, this festival will cater for all tastes 
from the indie rock of Foster the People and 
Haim, acoustic sets of Ed Sheeran and Jake 
Bugg, to the country sound of Dolly Parton. 
Although the main stage is Pyramid, this 
doesn’t limit the best acts to one particular 
stage. The Sonic Stage will see numerous 
electronic dance acts such as Gorgon City, 
Annie Mac and Above & Beyond, whilst the 
Wow! Stage will feature psychedelic styles 
hof Psychemagik and Jamie xx, with Sigma 
and Route 94 headlining. Other acts per-
forming include London Grammar, Foxes, 
The Black Keys and Lana Del Rey on both 
the Pyramid and John Peel Stages. With so 
many diverse acts and such a vast venue, it’s 
clear that the only problem you’ll encounter 
at Glastonbury will be the conflict of two of 
your favourite acts performing at the same 
time but on different stages.     

Abby Bowling   
     

In-tents weekends

It might be at the end of the festival sea-
son but in no way should it be forgotten. 
Bestival runs from the 4th to the 7th of 
September on the Isle of Wight. The fes-
tival prides itself on being that little bit 
different. Along with its diverse range of 
music, Bestival has become synonymous 
with fancy dress, with the theme each 

year injecting an element of the weird and wonderful into the beautiful set-
ting of the Isle of Wight. This year’s theme, Desert Island Disco, goes back to 
the 70s–think makeshift afro wigs and flares all round. In line with this year’s 
theme, the festival is attempting to break the Guiness World Record for the 
biggest disco ball ever. This year sees the likes of Nile Rodgers featuring Chic, 
Disclosure, London Grammar and Basement Jaxx take to the stage with more 
acts still to be announced. Something to look forward to during the weekend is 
the comeback of Outkast, performing together for the first time in eight years, 
with DJ sets from Damian Lazarus, Bonobo and legendary house producer 
Derrick Carter also not to be missed. 

Grace Marsh



Clean Bandit has received an 
overwhelming response since 
their first hit on the electro-pop 

scene with ‘Mozarts House’ back in 
2013. The Cambridge graduates have 
become extremely successful over the 
past year or so, with their hit single 
‘Rather Be’ topping the UK charts as a 
summer-warming melody. Clean Ban-
dit obtained their unique band name 
meaning ‘Complete Bastard’ from a 
period spent in Russia by band mem-
bers Jack Patterson and Grace Chatto 
(who were a couple then). 

The debut ‘New Eyes’ has entered  
the charts at number 3, reflecting 
the UK consensus that Clean Bandit 
should be regarded with anticipation. 

Clean Bandit intricately merges 
classical and electronic sounds to pro-
duce an almost new genre of music, 
which is especially apparent in ‘A+E’. 
Featuring artists such as Sharna Bass, 
Stylo G and Jess Glynne have imbued 
each individual track with personality. 

The first track is ‘Mozarts House’ 
which bounces the listener into a 
world of techno, reminiscent of old 
Super Mario games. ‘Extraordinary’, 
my personal favourite, immerses the 
listener in a violin-filled deep house 
mix whilst managing to explore the 

depths of individual change. This tune 
belongs on a sun-filled beach, and will 
continue to increase in popularity as 
the weather begins to pick up. ‘Dust 
Clears’ expands on the basic house 
beat to explore an eccentric creative 
world, influenced heavily by the mem-
bers’ time spent at Jesus college. 

‘Rather Be’ is an irresistible infu-
sion of house and neo-classicalism to 
produce their number 1 hit. The lyrics 
are incredibly catchy in an rritatingly 
simple way, yet it does Clean Bandit 
favours. 

At a first glance it seemed that I 
have managed to click onto the Ba-
roque section of 
my iTunes, but in 
reality I was lis-
tening to ‘A&E’, 
under heavy influ-
ences of Bach. 

The track 
develops into a 
dancehall style 
c o m p o s i t i o n , 
merging effective-
ly into ‘Come Over’ 
featuring ‘Stylo G’ 
with a Sean Paul-
esque panache. 
‘Cologne’ inves-
tigates the deep 
house merge with 
pop under reggae 
influences to pro-
duce a flamboyant 
dance track, ideal 

for parties. 
Finishing the CD, Clean Bandit 

has wedged in two versions of Night-
ingale on. 

The original track encompasses 
drum & bass, and even has nightin-
gales tweeting over the melody. 

The Gorgon City remix intensi-
fies the transition towards deep house 
that has recently started to slip into 
mainstream pop charts. Clean Ban-
dit has managed to amplify a unique 
yet harmonising mix of electronica, 
dancehall, hip-hop, house and of 
course classical in a modern approach 
to produce some of 2014’s best sounds. 
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“...If I’m happy I’m drinking, if I’m sad I’m drinking. If it’s raining 
I’m drinking, if it’s sunny I’m drinking.”

REVERB.
 PSY
Korea’s most successful alcoholic

With 48:13 Kasabian are 
picking up where they left 
off with Velociraptor, con-

ceived in a world where Kasabian are 
the underdog no more. They evident-
ly see themselves as festival headlin-
ers, and this record was built for the 
pyramid stage and drunken mud-

caked revellers. 
Question is, have they stage-

dived too early, and landed flat on 
their faces? ‘Bumblebee’ is a bit like 
being repeatedly being punched in 
the jaw by Carl Froch egged on by 
Sergio’s bellowed chorus, only then to 
be reassured by cushiony synths and 
sent back into the inevitable mosh pit. 

‘Stevie’ is about as anthemic as 
it can get, “and all the kids they say, 
live to fight another day,” who gives a 

fuck if they’re clichéd 
lyrics, Meighan’s vo-
cals make everything 
sound like a midlands 
parable. 

‘Glass’ welcomes 
us in with a bass wob-
ble reminiscent of 
Benga, only to dis-
solve into a trippy 
soundscape of mono-
tone lyrics, and float-
ing acoustic chorus. 

Then out of no-
where comes a wan-
nabe philosophical 
spoken word piece 
that’s nowhere near 
sincere enough to get 
the anti-establish-
ment message across. 
‘Clouds’, building 

into an epic crescendo of elation, is a 
breath of fresh air, before diving nose 
first into the sterling Manchester-
rave that is ‘Eez-Eh’. It’s a song that 
you can both laugh at and dance furi-
ously to, ideally in a 90s bucket hat, 
but I really hope it was recorded with 
a sense of sarcasm. These are songs, 
especially ‘Treat’, which your jaw can 
gurn in time to.

‘Bow’ in contrast, would be a 
number one if a re-united Oasis had 
made it. Combining the electronica of 
48:13 with the stadium rock of West 
Ryder Pauper Lunatic Asylum, in a 
moment of inspired and rare emo-
tiveness from Kasabian, “what we had 
was broken from the start”, it has to be 
realised as a single. 

The Kasabian standard now 
seems to be to end with an acoustic 
one, and that trend continues with 
‘S.P.S’–which incidentally stands for 
scissors paper stone–it serves to close 
the album, and not a great deal else 
sadly.  

48:13 is the electronica album 
Oasis wish they’d made. Its grimy 
and certainly gets your head banging, 
with four or five potential crowd fa-
vourites. Only the festival season this 
year will prove whether it can provide 
the same level of devotion as West Ry-
der or Empire.

For any British folk en-
thusiasts, Passenger 
has been a proud cor-

nerstone for the genre. With 
his successful last album All 
the Little Lights, he garnered 
immense praise and fame 
for ‘Let Her Go’. The hype 
around the song was extraor-
dinary; a testament to Brit-
ish folk being alive and well.

Like most folk artists, 
Passenger has been keeping 
himself busy with touring 
but like most folk artists he 
found the time to produce 
his newalbum, Whispers. Is 
this release going to keep the 
vibes of modern folk, songs 
about modern British life, 
love, and being a wanderer 
amongst it all?

‘Coins in a Fountain’ 
keeps things as subtle as ever 
for Passenger but hints at a 
more grandiose attempt at 
telling the stories he wants 
to. His lyrical work is un-
changed, which is refreshing 
as a voice as unique as his 
deserves to stand on its own. 
Next up, ‘27’ makes for an en-
ergetic and bubbly entry but 
it tells a huge story, one that 
strangely enough encom-
passes ’27 years’.

This is the trend with 
Passenger; he seems intent 
on telling stories not only 
of substance but size, with 
themes that crystalises many 
episodes into a single track.

What’s notable about 
this album is the sublime gui-
tar work, portraying woe and 
cheerfulness in equal parts. 
The clearly classically trained 
Rosenberg excels at portray-
ing emotion through voice 
and instrumental work and 
can effectively collaborate 
with other more classically 
attuned instruments, such 
as the violin in the poignant 

‘Golden Leaves’.
‘Thunder’ is another 

grand tune, with its upbeat 
attitude and prominent drum 
work that works to portray 
the sort of aimless wandering 
that likes to turn up at least 
once in every folk album. But 
if it’s at home and works then 
why complain? You notice 
that it and ‘Rolling Stone’ al-
lude to Passenger’s popular 
theme of falling. Be it falling 
from grace or happiness, Pas-
senger explore the idea of in-
stability, of never being able 
to predict where you’re going 
in life.

The title track ‘Whispers’ 
is a slow-paced track with 
some excellent use of cre-
scendo and climax. The clos-
ing lyrics emphasise his love 
of subtlety, that ‘all I need’s a 
whisper in a world that only 
shouts’.

And like this track, the 
album follows suit. While 
Passenger has reached out 
to achieve a more ambitious 
sound, he still retains that 
subtle sound that made ‘Let 
Her Go’ so popular. Using 
his position of popularity to 
portray the problems and 
stories he sees in modern life, 
he also fleshes this out, like in 
the closing track ‘Scare Away 
the Dark’.

Ultimately, if you’re a fan 
of folk and Passenger’s previ-
ous album, then this is going 
to be one for you. Although 
this is only a minimal de-
parture from his latest work, 
there’s a still a great sound 
behind the album’s entire 
framework. 

Even with its ever-pre-
sent dark and broody tones, 
it’s balanced with happiness 
and motivation, making for 
a more uplifting Passenger 
story than ever.

Album Reviews

Whispers - Passenger
Alex Killeen

48:13 
Kasabian
Alex Donaldson

New Eyes  
Clean Bandit 
Victoria Chater-Lea
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Question: Where can you watch over fifty films about 
everything from a surreal journey through the First 
World War trenches to a man who transfers his con-

sciousness between bodies? Answer: this weekend at Hes-
lington East, where the Luma Film Festival will showcase 
the variety and originality of University of York Theatre, Film 
and Television (TFTV) students’ short films.

The TFTV course at York has been running for just four 
years, and this year’s class will be the second group to gradu-
ate. The festival was founded a year after the course, and has 
grown bigger and more popular each year.

“This year we had over fifty submissions, which is two-

thirds more than last year”, explains Harry Woodman, third-
year Theatre, Film and Television student and Festival Direc-
tor. “We feel like we’ve got a fair reflection of the best work 
produced this year, not only in technical quality but also in 
great storytelling.”

As well as film screenings, Luma will feature workshops 
on how to write a script, film a fight and make a live TV show. 
“The workshops are for the public to find out more about 
what we do in the department”, explains Woodman. There 
will also be talks from Charlie Higson, writer, director and 
producer of TV shows The Fast Show and Agatha Christie’s 
Marple and author of the Young Bond children’s books.

All films submitted are showing, but the daily Gala 
Screenings will offer a pick of the best work in the festival, 
chosen by scores from TFTV students who’d watched their 
peers’ submissions. Although there will be two prizes for the 
best films at the Gala Screenings - the Orillo Pick Award, 
chosen by the festival’s sponsors Orillo Productions, and the 
Audience Choice Award – the festival is about collaboration, 
not competition. As The Trench director Alex Campbell (see 
below) says, “It’s just nice to go and have that celebration 
with everyone who we’ve worked with so closely over the last 
three years to make the degree happen, but also to make all 
the films along the way happen.”

Lighting it up at Luma

Rosemary Collins meets the student directors behind Luma, the University’s film festival

Director Clara Cornish describes A Thou-
sand Cranes as “All about company and 
finding someone who you belong with. I’ve 
done a lot of things which I hope people 
don’t notice. Things as simple as the pac-
ing of how they walk and the way it cuts to-
gether are about showing how they’re pieces 
in the same puzzle.” One of the unusual as-
pects of the film is the absence of dialogue. 
Instead, Cornish explains, “There’s dialogue 

through dancing because one of the main 
characters is a dancer and the other is a pia-
nist. It’s more natural for these people than 
just talking could be.” Cornish gave her lead 
actors, University of York students Steven 
Rowan Jeram and Isabel Hawkins, free-
dom to explore their roles: “I didn’t want to 
confine the performance too much because 
they know better how to do it than I could 
direct them.”

“It’s a sci-fi thriller following a man called 
Sam that can transfer his consciousness 
from one person to another,” director An-
drew Kueh explains. “It’s his mission in the 
film to find his original body.” The internet 
was crucial for making Prime Contact, using 
Casting Call Pro to find actors and Kickstart-
er to fund it, offering rewards for donations 
such as DVDs, posters and the chance to be 
an extra. Director of Photography Robert 
Frost is balanced about the benefits of Inter-
net fundraising - “It’s a good way of reach-

ing your audience straight away because 
they are invested in it, literally. If you were 
going to do anything more ambitious than 
this, I’m not sure whether Kickstarter would 
be a good way of getting massive amounts 
of money.” Making a sci-fi film on a limited 
budget required them to be creative, edit-
ing the film so an actor moving in and out of 
frame looked like he was switching bodies, 
using an iPad as a hand scanner and turning 
the TFTV building and Ron Cooke Hub into 
the headquarters of a futuristic company,

One hundred years after the First World 
War, The Trench depicts one man’s physical 
and psychological quest for survival amid 
the horrors of the Western Front. Described 
by its producers as a cross between Saving 
Private Ryan and Pan’s Labyrinth, it tells 
the story of a soldier trapped in a collaps-
ing tunnel, and journeys through an un-
derground world where the boundaries 
between reality and fantasy blur. It’s an am-
bitious project and production was some-
times challenging. “We were meant to go 

film at a trench that was already built,” says 
producer Lucy Shepherd, “but we had this 
really bad weather the week before, so on 
the first day of production we got a phone 
call from them saying ‘Sorry, it’s collapsed, 
we don’t have it anymore’. So we had a panic 
for a day and then we decided we’d build 
our own.” Director Alex Campbell adds: “It 
made it look much more filmic by trans-
porting people back in that time.As with all 
of these films, I think that the only way that 
they really succeed is the element of luck. 

Writer Abigail Henry’s inspiration for No 
Surrender came from a photograph. “It was 
a suffragette stood in her uniform in the pris-
on. But then there was a woman in a black 
uniform who was clearly a prison guard, and 
her character was more interesting for me, 
because why would a woman choose to fight 
against the woman fighting for freedom?” 
No Surrender was filmed at the deserted  
Dean Road prison in Scarborough, where 
the filmmakers were shocked to be shown 
the underground cells in whcih women pris-

oners served their sentence. “There was no 
ventilation, no windows,” Henry remembers. 
“Even in the prison women weren’t as well-
regarded as the men.” She believes that the 
suffragettes still have the power to inspire 
modern audiences, despite their position as 
historial figures. “I do still think that women 
are oppressed. What I hoped to achieve in 
the end was that the audience would think, 
especially with movements and fights and 
struggles, if you commit to it, keep on fol-
lowing it through.”

A Thousand Cranes

No Surrender

The Trench

Prime Contact
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One of the most endearing features of 
a comedy is an ability to take the piss 
out of itself. 22 Jump Street certainly 

isn’t lacking in this quality. Its prequel didn’t 
hold back in mocking its own origins in TV, 
and now the next instalment mocks itself for 
being a sequel. Twists are made on the origi-
nal humour in 21 Jump Street: high school is 
now college, Korean Jesus is now Vietnamese 
and the drugs are now much harder to find. 
While these frequent throwbacks do begin to 
get a little tiring, the plot soon builds up and 
the film begins to find a voice of its own.

The problem with endlessly referencing 
21 Jump Street is that it makes it hard not to 
compare the two films, and in this scenario 
the sequel inevitably comes up short. 22 
Jump Street returns to the college popular-
ity stereotypes the first film originally fought 
against, seeing Jonah Hill’s Schmidt return 
as bumbling cop and social reject, and Chan-
ning Tatum’s Jenko rise to be football jock 
and cop hero, emerging as a sort of hench 
Spider-Man.

Nonetheless, the reliance on these 
brawny vs. brainy stereotypes does make for 
some fantastic laughs, particularly in the ac-
tion sequences which only get bigger, better 

and more unrealistic.
While the screenwriters are undeniably 

to praise for the gut-wrenching gags, Tatum 
and Hill should also be given credit. Schmidt 
and Jenko’s bromance (or perhaps just pure 
romance) is what forms the core of the film. 
Schmidt is the sidelined lover as Jenko finds 
comfort in the arms of an athletic blonde 
footballer. The homoeroticism is taken up a 
notch to even more hilarious and ridiculous 
levels. Ultimately, all the audience craves is 
the pair’s inevitable reunion.

The supporting cast is equally talented. 
Ice Cube returns as an even angrier Captain 
Dickson, as do Rob Riggle and Dave Franco 
in a brief and bizarre scene as the now in-
carcerated villains of the previous film.  Wy-
att Russell, Jimmy Tatro and psychopathic 
roommate Jillian Bell (particularly in her 
surreally sexual scenes with Hill) deliver 
wonderful turns. The film is full to bursting 
with comic talent.  

Delivering more action, more gags, and 
more homoeroticism just about makes up for 
the weakening of storyline. 22 Jump Street 
has therefore made something rare in the 
world of comedy: a sequel which is equally 
funny as the original.

Fruitvale Station22 Jump Street James Tyas

Transit Police detained Oscar Grant 
and his friends following reports of 
an altercation on a train carriage. In 

the early hours of January 1 2009, Grant, a 
22-year old, unarmed African American was 
shot dead by an officer on the platform of 
Fruitvale Station in Oakland. Grant’s death 
sparked protests across the Bay Area and the 
officer later claimed that he meant to reach 
for his taser. All films manipulate your emo-
tions in one way or another. The trick of great 
filmmaking is to do so without you noticing. 
Fruitvale Station, the fictionalized recon-
struction of the 24 hours prior to Grant’s 
death, only rarely achieves this.

Ryan Coogler’s confident but uneven de-
but offers a intimate glimpse into one man’s 
life. The focus is on quotidian details yet, 
knowing how this story ends, a latent dread 
permeates early scenes. 

The point is to show that Oscar was just 
a guy and the choices he made that day had 
little bearing on how he died. But this point 
is obscured by overbearing sentimentality 
and heavy symbolism. Fruitvale Station is 
respectful to a fault, never allowing Oscar 
the complexity of a fully realized character. 
Micheal B. Jordan is the film’s greatest asset 

and plays Oscar with an easy charm, keeping 
things convincing in spite of a script intent on 
affixing a halo atop of its subject’s head. 

The film achieves a palpable sense of lo-
cation through Rachel Morrison’s hand-held 
cinematography. But the film’s look of unin-
flected realism only makes its contrivances 
more obvious, and attempts at symbolic reso-
nance aren’t particularly convincing. A fabri-
cated scene in which a stray dog dies in Os-
car’s arms seems too conveniently poignant.

But films are made up of moments. 
And one moment that lodges in your con-
sciousness can make up for numerous flaws. 
Coogler’s raw orchestration of the climactic 
incident is made more devastating by its un-
expected restraint. We know what’s coming 
but when Oscar is handcuffed and laid prone 
on his stomach with a knee clamped down on 
his neck, the decisive shot comes as if from 
out of nowhere. 

You remember the grainy mobile phone 
footage of the actual incident that opens the 
film. After the shot rings out we hear a dumb-
struck onlooker’s reaction: “that’s fucked up.” 
Fruitvale Station needn’t have cast its subject 
in such an unerringly positive light for us to 
share this sentiment.

The Fault In Our Stars

What’s refreshing about The Fault in 
Our Stars is that it is exactly the 
type of film you expect it to be. It 

is shamelessly sentimental, with a script full 
of quotable lines which people will write on 
their bedroom walls and photograph to put on 
Pinterest.

This is where the (relative) strength of the 
film lies. The main characters, Augustus Wa-
ters (Ansel Elgort) and Hazel Grace Lancaster 
(Shailene Woodley) are quite one-dimension-
al, but well played by the duo, who were last 

seen together in Divergent (they were siblings 
rather than sugary lovers then). They inhabit 
their characters well and have a realistic on-
screen dynamic. 

Apart from a slightly painful cigarette 
metaphor, which some readers of the book 
will be very pleased to see included, their re-
lationship is predictable, thus fulfilling what 
Green sets out to achieve: two teens who fall 
in love despite their circumstances.

The most honest and well-developed 
character is the bitter author of An Imperial 

Affliction, Peter Van Houten (Willem Dafoe). 
His anger and hatred towards his situation, 
combined with his tragic escapism made him 
a great contrast to the vanilla leads. He is also 
given the best line - no spoliers but it’s the one 
where he laments his incurable American ori-
gins. 

The plot is by no means surprising or 
complex, but this does not detract from the 
experience. The film is driven by unlikely con-
venience, but that’s the nature of most Holly-
wood movies, full of perfectly timed tragedies.

 If you’ve watched the trailer or read the 
book then you know what to expect, and can 
decide conclusively if this is the film for you 
without even seeing it. 

The Fault in Our Stars isn’t a brilliant 
film, but the characters, cinematography and 
music make it a film that won’t make you want 
to get up and leave early. It’s moving at times, 
and does include complex enough themes to 
chew on, which raises it above some of the 
standard Hollywood fare aimed at the same 
consumer.

Kate Barlow

Film Reviews

Ida Sjoberg
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Detox teas: a step too far?

The lighting of the first barbecue of 
the year is always a momentous oc-
casion, marking the start of summer 

and usually taking place in less than ideal 
conditions. Often, heavy rain results in a 
dart back to the house. However, the bar-
becue experience does not have to be this 
traumatic and for many places around the 
world, barbequing can be enjoyed outside 
in the sunshine, without the disappoint-
ment of a soggy burger. 

There are a wide variety of barbecue 
traditions all over the world and as well as 
differing in their speciality meat, the differ-
ent traditions also revolve around the way 
that the meat is cooked. If you fancy trying 
something new at your summer barbecue 
then why not try and incorporate elements 
of South African Braai, Australian Grill or 
South American Parrillada.

South African Braai consists of cook-
ing meat over a fire, usually charcoal based. 
Popular meals include ‘boerewors,’ a pork 

and beef sausage covered with garlic and 
coriander and ‘sosaties,’ skewered lamb or 
chicken. Lamb chops, ostrich steaks and 
South African antelope called Kudu and 
Impala are also popular dishes. Although 
ostrich may be rather difficult to get your 
hands on for a barbecue this summer, all of 
the other meats are readily available in any 
supermarket or butchers. These meats can 
be served alongside easy and light salads; 
a beetroot, butternut squash and avocado 
salad would complement steak, or a fresh 
tomato, mozzarella and basil salad would 
go well with lamb chops.

The Australian ‘barbie’ as it is com-
monly known within the country is not a 
barbecue in the traditional sense, given 
that barbecuing entails cooking for long 
periods of time at low heats. Instead, they 
grill their meat and fish. However, any of 
their traditional grilled foods can be cooked 
on a barbecue. An easy way to incorporate 
an Australian element into your barbecue 

would of course be to include the elusive 
‘shrimp on the barbie,’ alongside barbecued 
red meat; Australia is one of the largest ex-
porters of red meat in the world. Barbecued 
fish fillet, such as salmon with lemon and 
pepper would also be a great addition. 

South America is known for its Parril-
lada; a mixed grill including chicken, sau-
sages, ribs, beef and offal, much like our 
own barbecues within the UK. These meats 
are all cooked over charcoal on a parrilla 
grill plate. A typical South American deli-
cacy is Asado and this consists of the car-
cass of an animal, called ‘Al Asador’, being 
spread on a metal cross so that the entire 
piece of meat can be cooked and smoked 
over a large open fire. However, if the idea 
of cooking a whole carcass does not appeal 
to you and you would like to incorporate a 
Latin American element to your barbecue, 
try the ‘Parrillada Mixta del Mar,’ a mixed 
seafood grill served with garlic butter or 
tartar sauce. 

Emily Myers 

As summer approaches we see a surge 
in the number of gym fanatics and 
calorie counters; people everywhere 

are watching their weight or bulking up for 
summer. Consumption of protein drinks 
and gym visits increase and we begin to see 
how far people will go to get their ‘summer 
bodies.’ 

This year’s craze is a detox tea that 
claims to make you lose weight by cleansing 
your body, speeding up your metabolism 
and burning fat. During the day, the teas 
allegedly supress your appetite while work-
ing as a laxative during the night. Many ce-
lebrities have been associated with popular 
brands Bootea and Skinny Tea, including 
One Direction member Louis Tomlinson 
and ex-Made in Chelsea star Caggie Dun-
lop. 

The teas contain blends of solely nat-
ural ingredients, including senna plant, 
which is chosen especially for its weight loss 
properties. These companies brand their 
tea leaves as unique, also claiming that they 
hold a great amount of antioxidants. 

Interestingly, many everyday teas such 
as green tea and peppermint tea have natu-

ral ingredients known to prevent weight 
gain or contribute to a balanced diet. This is 
due to their natural antioxidants. Therefore 

questions have been raised as to whether 
these new weight loss teas are too extreme, 
especially considering their side effects. Nu-
tritionist Renée Leonard-Stainton, founder 
of Reneenaturally.com, says a product in 
diet tea, senna,  has a strong laxative effect 
and “can cause headaches, diarrhoea, vom-
iting and dehydration. In the long term, the 
laxative based substance can only have det-
rimental effects on the body.”

On the face of it, diet teas appear to 
promote healthy eating and a digestive 
boost. But with a bit of research it appears 
that even the companies selling the prod-
ucts are not convinced. One major company 
claims to promote a balanced diet and an 
increase in exercise, however their ‘flexible 
eating plan’ doesn’t seem to endorse this. 
The plan eliminates all meat and suggests a 
very low daily calorie intake; diet teas only 
appear to work in conjunction with diet and 
exercise regimes that would already provide 
ample weight loss when undertaken alone. 

For those looking to lose weight or tone 
up for summer,  diet teas might be a possib-
lity, but just be aware of the uncomfortable 
consequences that they may bring. 

Nice and icy 

Though you wouldn’t know it from looking 
out of your windows, summer has supposedly 
arrived. With exams all but over, students all 
over campus naturally turn their thoughts to 
drinking enough alcohol to forget about them. 
So in the spirit of summer, if not in summery 
conditions themselves, Nouse has put togeth-
er a collection of delightful summer beverages 
to enjoy while the summer rain pours down. 

Tip: Freeze the Long Beach Iced Tea and 
Pimms to produce ice lollies for the rare 
occasion that you may actually see some sun!

1. Elderflower G&T

1 Part Gordon’s Gin
1 Part Bottle Green elderflower cordial

Combine all ingredients and 
top with tonic water.

2. Vodka Slush Puppy

45ml Absolut Citron
1 tbsp sugar

Juice of half a lemon
Splash of grenadine

Place all ingredients in a covered glass. 
Freeze overnight and garnish with a slice of 

lemon to serve.

3. Vodka Cranberry Slush Puppy

1 Part cranberry juice
1 Part lemonade 

2 Parts vodka

Combine all ingredients and freeze overnight. 
Serve in a glass, topping up the frozen mix-

ture with additional lemonade. 

4. Long Beach Iced Tea

1 Part vodka 
1 Part light rum

1 Part gin
1 Part tequila

Combine all ingredients. Top up the glass 
with cranberry juice and crushed ice. 

5. Pimms

1 Part Pimms
3 Parts lemonade 

Slices of orange and apple
Mint leaves

Mix the ingredients together. Add the slices 
of fruit along with the mint leaves. 

In a barbie world

Holly Knight

PHOTO CREDIT: AVLXYZ
Aaron Stennett
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                Ingredients:

 125g unsalted butter
 100g dark chocolate
 40g cocoa powder
 30g plain flour
 ! tsp baking powder
 180g caster sugar
 2 large eggs
 75g white chocolate chunks
 ! punnet of raspberries, fresh or frozen 

 

1. Preheat the oven to 180°c. Line a square baking tin 
with greaseproof paper or grease. 

2. Place a heatproof glass bowl over a saucepan of sim-
mering water and melt the butter and dark chocolate 

until smooth.
3. In another bowl, mix together the sugar, sifted flour, 
cocoa powder and baking powder. Beat the eggs into 

the mixture. Stir well then lightly mix in half the white 
chocolate chunks and half the raspberries. 

4. Pour the mixture into the tin and sprinkle the remain-
ing raspberries and chocolate chunks on the top. 

5. Place the tin in the centre of the oven and bake for 25 
minutes. To test if cooked, a skewer or knife will come 

out clean when inserted. The brownies should be slightly 
hard on the outside and googey in the middle.

6. Leave to cool and then cut into squares. 

Holly Knight

White chocolate and raspberry brownies

Leeds isn’t the place you associate with 
the production of award-winning 
chocolate. But you may be surprised; 

in 2007, husband and wife Stephen and Sun 
established Lauden Chocolate, and through 
patience and hard work, have established the 
company as one of the leading artisan choco-
late producers in the UK.

Lauden was founded through Stephen 
and Sun’s dismay in having to search further 
afield for high-quality chocolate. “Both of us 
obviously love chocolate, and we were so frus-
trated at not being able to buy what we liked 
in and around Leeds.”   
This frustration led to 
the couple making their 
own chocolates, experi-
menting with flavours   
and cocoa percentages. 
“We basically had an 
unlimited budget and 
started just for fun, making the best possible 
chocolates that we could make for our own 
palate. And that was our core ethos from the 
start. We were just making for ourselves to 
begin with.”

Seven years on, the company supplies 
prestigious food outlets such as Fortnum 
and Mason and Michelin star restaurants 
like Galvin at Windows and Restaurant Frai-
che, recently named as sixth best restaurant 
in the UK in The Sunday Times Food List. 
Lauden’s products are also exported world-

wide to countries such as Japan, The Middle 
East, and Russia. In York, the chocolates are 
stocked in The Hairy Fig and The York Sweet 
Story. 

When reflecting on this success, it is hard 
to believe that both Stephen and Sun are 
self-taught chocolatiers, having possessed no 
previous experience in chocolate making be-
fore they began experimenting with recipes 
in their Leeds apartment. As their experience 
and technical skill increased,  the couple went 
on professional chocolate training courses, 
deciding to pursue their interest into a full 

time business venture, 
despite their unrelated 
backgrounds; Steve’s is 
in IT and Sun’s in solid 
wooden furniture man-
ufacturing.
Steve and Sun refuse to 
take a backseat role, re-

maining at the core of Lauden - Stephen man-
ages the business while Sun is the head choco-
latier  at the Leeds-based factory, testing each 
and every item that is produced because “she 
had the better palate from the start and knew 
exactly what she wanted in terms of taste.” 

John tells me, “There’s thousands of little 
tasting spoons you’ll see get washed up every 
day because every single thing gets tasted and 
adjusted.”

Lauden’s chocolates are recognisable by 
the beautiful patterns printed on top of each 

chocolate; a distinct feature that Stephen be-
lieves makes them stand out, however doesn’t 
wish for the customer to dwell on. “It really 
helps people to see them when they’re buying 
for a gift, but most importantly is that they 
taste it and then the wow factor kicks in, and 
people think wow they taste as good as they 
look. It’s quite a unique technique and makes 
them visually very stunning and contempo-
rary.” 

The patterns are edible transfers that 
Stephen and Sun spotted in the pastry indus-
try a few years ago. Made from cocoa butter, 
Stephen explains the process of making them: 
“We have a specialist printer that puts natural 
fruit colouring into the cocoa butter for us. 
This then gets printed onto an acetate sheet 
and our chocolates are dried on the sheet. As 
the chocolate is setting, the transfer sets with 
it; the cocoa butter is just heated enough so 
that it then becomes part of the chocolate.”

The fruit centres of Lauden’s filled choco-
lates are an additional characteristic feature 
Stephen explains, “Lauden is quite renowned 
in the UK as being the best at producing fruit 
chocolates just because of the techniques we 
employ and the bold flavours we get so there’s 
no mistaking what it is when you try 
it.” 

There are twelve core 
flavours at the heart of 
Lauden’s chocolates, in-
cluding several fruit-based 
such as passion fruit and 
raspberry and rose, which 
have been around since the 
inception of the company. The 
product range is developing as 
the company expands and de-
manded increases; they recently 
moved into a bigger premises to ca-
ter for the high demand for the prod- ucts. 

Stephen reveals that twelve brandnew 
flavours are due out in three weeks such as 
strawberries and cream, apple tart tatin, 
earl grey, and a new truffle called truffle in-
tense, a vegan truffle that the company made 
for a Michelin star restaurant. Only purely 
natural ingredients are used in the fruit fill-
ing of Lauden’s chocolates. Stephen explains 
“for the lemon filled chocolate, for example, 
we blend the lemons up, make a puree with 
them, and combine them with the chocolates. 
We don’t add any cream like most fruit choco-
lates manufacturers, instead replacing the 
water-based substance with fresh fruit puree.” 

This unmatchable quality has won the 
couple a succession of Great Taste Awards, 
establishing them further as strong competi-
tion to larger British chocolate brands such as 

Hotel Chocolat, and perhaps a reason behind 
British Airway’s decision to stock Lauden’s 
chocolates on their First Class flights.

There is a pressure in the world of choco-
late to favour as the luxury alternative to milk 
chocolate. Stephen has an interesting ap-
proach to the percentage of cocoa and quality 
of the chocolate used in Lauden’s chocolates. 
“When we’re making recipes, the number one 
most important thing is taste. In our own 
mind we don’t look at the percentage. You 
can put two 70 per cent or 64 per cent side by 
side and they can taste very different. We’re 
not worried about percentage, and that’s our 
ethos really, which is, let’s look at how it tastes 
and go from there.”

Stephen and Sun are considerate about 
the origins of their cocoa beans. The choco-
lates are produced using single origin cocoa 
beans, and also blends. Stephen tells me, 
“one of my favourites is from Columbia, from 
which the chocolate doesn’t go through any 
middleman or stock markets. Basically by 
cutting out the stock market, we get a really 
good price and more importantly the farmers 
a t the other end get a good price as well. 

“We know the people we buy our co-
coa from, we know the people who 

are making our cocoa are doing 
it ethically, and we know they’re 

getting a good price for it.”
When asked about the 

topical issue of Fairtrade, 
Stephen’s opinion is clear-

ly communicated: “if 
I know a farmer that 
we’re buying from is 

getting a very good price for 
the beans, and he’s producing a high 

quality bean and final product, he’s then 
encouraged to keep doing that. Whereas with 
Fairtrade, if they (the farmer) know they’re 
getting a set price regardless of what they 
make, what’s their encouragement to produce 
the very, very best? I agree that it’s nice that 
they get a set price, but we’re after a premium, 
high-end product so it might not be right for 
us.”

Stephen confesses that he hasn’t always 
enjoyed ‘high quality’ chocolate, “I grew up on 
Cadburys and I loved it, and as I got older, I 
loved Thornton’s, until my wife introduced me 
to artisans and then went on my own experi-
ence and journey.” He understands the differ-
ing palates of each customer, that is, taste in 
chocolate is personal, and differs for every-
one, “I get asked quite a lot when I do demos, 
what’s the best chocolate in the world? I say 
to people, what is it you like? That’s the best 
chocolate because that’s what you like.” M

The two chocolatiers
Stephen Trigg, co-founder of Lauden Chocolates, chats chocolate with Grace Marsh
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“I grew up on Cadburys and 
I loved it”
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What would you do if approached by 
a 17 foot great white shark? Prob-
ably panic, right? Well, not if you’re 

Ocean Ramsey. Model and conservationist, 
Ocean Ramsey, dives straight in with endan-
gered and potentially dangerous sharks in the 
hope of encouraging greater conservation.

Having spent her childhood in the water 
as part of an active family, Ocean (yes, that’s 
her real name) naturally became a scuba dive 
instructor which then led on to her shark con-
servation cause. 

“I am a professional PADI scuba instruc-
tor and I compete in free diving” she tells me. 
“Shark research and conservation are my big-
gest priorities and free diving and scuba div-
ing integrate into that quite well. Whether it’s 
training new divers to understand and ap-
preciate sharks, more advanced divers to read 
shark body language, or just for research, I 
love that my daily diving involves helping 
sharks.”

Ocean began her conservation group, 
Water Inspired, as a way to promote the pro-
tection of this misunderstood species. The 
photos and videos of her encounters, which 

she has published online as part of her cam-
paign, have caused a stir across the world, 
with millions of hits on her extraordinary 
Youtube videos. The clips show the petite 
blonde hitching a ride on the back of a great 
white, elegantly gliding through the water, 
casually holding onto its fin.

Ocean blames films such as Jaws for the 
fear and hatred associated with sharks and 
hopes to change the the way people think of 
them. 

“The purpose of going out to capture 
images of a human and a rare white shark 
together was to get people to question what 
they really know about these animals and 
show that they are not the mindless man-eat-
ing machines they have been portrayed as in 
almost all media.”

While Ocean’s work may seem astonish-
ingly dangerous, she does it for a good cause 
and, as she explains, it is not as risky as it may 
appear. Great white sharks may be the larg-
est predatory fish on earth, with 300 serrated, 
triangular teeth arranged in several rows, but 
research (and Ocean’s experiences) shows 
that they are significantly misunderstood. 
They are in fact far more curious than preda-
tory in nature and are an important part of 
our ecosystem. Worryingly, they are quickly 
declining in numbers due to overfishing, ac-
cidental catching in gill nets and a number of 
other factors, sadly resulting in their listing as 
an endangered species.

While traditionally ‘cute’ animals such 
as dolphins and turtles get significant fund-
ing and positive media attention, sharks 
are largely left out. It’s not often you hear of 
someone adopting a shark after all. 

However, sharks need saving too and this 
is what Ocean is hoping to achieve. By alter-
ing the public’s perception of the animal she 
hopes that more people will support their 

conservation.
“I do see comments along the lines of its 

crazy to swim with a great white; my response 
is somewhere along the lines of it is even 
more crazy to allow such an important spe-
cies to be killed off because fictitious movies 
inaccurately portray them as scary mindless 
monsters.” With fewer than 340 great white 
sharks left in the North Pacific it is clear that 
Ocean’s work is very important.

“They are not malicious demons” she ex-
plains, “they are in fact a vital and essential 
part of a healthy ocean eco-system, one that 
humans rely on. Humans in fact indirectly 
rely on sharks to do their job keeping marine 
species free of disease and populations in bal-
ance.  It is devastating and ultimately detri-
mental to our own species to allow them to be 
hunted to the brink of extinction.  The heavy 
misperception people have about these ani-
mals is what keeps people from learning the 
truth about sharks and making the needed 
changes to help save them.”

It is easy to see where Ocean’s motivation 
comes from; her love of sharks is evident in 

her passionate and emotional pleas for their 
protection and her one-on-one experiences 
with the sharks make her cause that much 
more persuading. 

“I feel so grateful and lucky for all the 
many incredible experiences I have had seeing 
and interacting with sharks and I feel I owe it 
to them, to give back to them, to speak up for 
them because I know froma lot of first hand 
experience and a lifetime of study what they 
really are. I truly love seeing sharks and being 
around them and I know how important they 
are, and it only makes them that much more 
special to me. I want the future generations to 
be able to see the same animals I am seeing. I 
know that wont happen if humans don’t stop 
killing sharks at the rate they are.”

Although she supports the conservation 
of all sharks, and all sea creatures at that, she 
is particularly devoted to the great white’s 
cause. 

“Great whites have a very special place in 
my heart” she tells me. “It was one particu-
lar great white that slowed down and really 
looked at me, eye to eye, many years ago that 
sort of woke me up to their dynamic plight. 
There is no doubt in my mind how incredibly 
intelligent white sharks are. The many inter-
actions I have had with them have continually 
expanded and reinforced my understanding 
and deepened the level of respect I have for 
them.”

Through her work she feels she has re-
ally gotten to know the sharks she observes, 
and has understandably developed an attach-
ment. 

“It honestly breaks my heart to think of 
the white sharks I have met and gotten to 
know being killed, especially by some trophy 
hunter who wants to put their jaws on a wall, 
or someone who wants to feel like they are of 
“higher class” by eating shark fin in a bowl 
of soup! At this point in my life there are a 
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Saving
SHARKS.

The great white rescue 
Ocean Ramsey tells Georgie Andrews about freediving, conservation and how predators  

of the deep can be quite friendly when you get to know them

“Great Whites have 
a very special place 

in my heart”

“They are not 
mindless man-

eating machines”



number of specific individual sharks that have 
a special place in my heart and it is for them 
and the ecosystem, and future generations, 
that I continue what I do.”

While Ocean seeks to refute the  negative 
connotations associated with these sharks, 
she admits that there will always be some 
danger and that it is not for everyone. 

Her bravery and skill stems from a huge 
amount of experience and careful prepara-
tion. “A lot of preparation, a lifetime in the wa-
ter diving and working with over thirty differ-
ent species of sharks prepared me to be able to 
understand and interpret white sharks’ criti-
cal body language so I could respectfully dive 
with them,” she explains.

Ocean also uses the skills she has devel-
oped as a competitive free diver to get as close 
as possible to her beloved sharks. Through 
extensive training she can hold her breath un-
derwater for an impressive 6 minutes and 19 
seconds. “Its 90 per cent mental and the rest 

is training my body to be able to tolerate high 
levels of C02, while staying conscious on low 
levels of 02”, she explains. This is integral to 
her dives because sharks are apparently easily 
spooked. 

“Being able to drop my heart rate and 
hold my breath for long periods of time also 

helped me get a close interaction because a 
number of sharks are easily scared away, espe-
cially by the bubbles from scuba.”

While she is now able to dive without any 
kind of equipment, she has built up to this 
gradually, first observing the creatures from 
the safety of a cage. 

“Out of respect for the animals and their 
capabilities, I stayed in a cage observing the 

animals for long periods of time first, to learn 
the ethology of this particular species and 
also to set an example to others so as not to 
risk the animal’s reputation.” Although Ocean 
wants to change the way we perceive sharks, 
she doesn’t advocate her hobby to others. 

“White sharks are nothing like they are 

traditionally portrayed but they are also not 
a species that I encourage people to free dive 
around because of the small chance of confus-
ing their sensory systems when we dress in 
black wetsuits and inadvertently act like in-
jured seals.”

As well as her conservation work, scuba 
instructing, and free diving, Ocean is also a 
model. Obviously one to never sit still she ex-

plains that she grew up with four brothers and 
for a long time the idea of modelling didn’t 
enter the picture.

“I was very outdoorsy, active, and I never 
thought I would get into modelling. I pushed 
off offers when I was younger because I didn’t 
think I was the “model type” and I was busy 
with school and traveling.  Once I gave mod-
elling a chance I was glad that I did because I 
made a lot of money just smiling and laugh-
ing or even swimming in front of a camera. It 
always feels good getting paid to do what you 
would be doing anyway.”

This multi-talented Hawaiian is obvious-
ly a force to be reckoned with and looks set to 
save the world one shark at a time. 

While it may seem a daunting task, a fa-
vourite quote of Ocean’s, from Mother Terea, 
pretty much sums up what it’s all about: “We 
ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a 
drop in the ocean. But the ocean would be less 
because of that missing drop.” M
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“Shark research and conservation 
are my biggest priorities” 
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Who’s idea was it to put the price of 
Fanta Orange up on the campus 
vending machines?

Picture yourself on a warm day as you 
float around the grey, concrete quadrilaterals 
that we call Heslington West. The architec-
ture oozes nothing but dehydration. All you 
want right now is a nice, refreshing and fruity 
carbonated soft beverage.

You pat yourself for any ounce of petty 
change that you have and desperately count 
it up like a homeless man dreamily eyeing up 
the window display of a local estate agents. 
Then you realise that it’s all okay; you’ve got 
£1.10, the universal drink price for anything 
non-alcoholic in York.

This was my situation this week in the 
middle of old Langwith. As expected, the 
Fanta Orange, which relinquishes any of the 
glumness caused by exams is labelled up for 
the humble fee of £1.10. I type in its designat-
ed code into the machine and wait for ludi-
crously decadent conveyor belt contraption to 
whirl its captivating magic. And then, silence. 
‘£1.40’ flashes the machine. 

WHAT AN ABSOLUTE TRAVESTY! 
HOW FUCKING DARE IT! Charging me in 
this way for something that isn’t priced up 
with the amount in which it costs. My middle-
class tendencies are telling to immediately 
complain to the manager, but there’s a prob-
lem. I’m stood in a corridor firing colourful 
language at an inanimate object. Now I’m the 
one who’s out of order. Humanity has reached 
the stage where everything is dictated by ma-
chines and we’ll no longer have anyone to go 
and speak to about our shit week so far. Or, 
maybe we need to get our priorities right.

Speaking of which, YUSU have had a lot 
to say this week. In some more serious news, 
which will actually have less of an effect on 
you as a student, the students of York have 
had their say and they have decided to contin-

ue to affiliate themselves with the NUS. Yep, 
all 7.65 per cent of us.

God knows who it’s actually a win for. 
Maybe for the Yes campaign, it was a win for 
block voting. For the No campaign, maybe 
it was a win for having a better painted bed 
sheet hanging over the library railing than 
their opponent, which might explain why I 
voted for them. Although I mainly voted ‘no’ 
out of pure self-interest because, as white 

middle-class healthy male (albeit a ginger 
one), nothing can actually go wrong for me. It 
certainly wasn’t a win for student democracy, 
which has become nothing more than a tragic 
oxymoron. Now, YUSU will continue to snug-
gle up to the NUS like the slutty trophy wife 
that it really is, scrounging as much money 
that it can from a disheveled entity before it 
crumbles into an alcoholic mess and/or a coke 
addiction. Like most of my ex girlfriends.

In reality, rather than disaffiliating from 
the NUS, I’m more likely to disaffiliate myself 
from YUSU. York’s student union continues 
to move away from being a student body that 
we should come to for support and advice, to 
one that tells us how to act and behave in the 
city as a whole. YUSU, in short, begs the ulti-
mate question: where do yous draw the line 

between a Charlie Chaplin moustache and a 
Hitler one?

If anything, the NUS was a win for the 
apathetic; regardless of what the careerist of-
ficers do at YUSU, the rest of us will do our 
best to carry on and enjoy what little time we 
have here. Go wild, I say. Set the 
Willow fire alarm off and 
ruin everyone’s night. Sell 
Vision a story about Kal-
lum Taylor murdering 
a duckling in the name 
of the Greek god of the 
Sun. Send the Vice-
Chancellor a vial of an-
thrax in the post (okay, 
maybe that’s a bit too 
far). But don’t waste 
your time with getting 
involved in student 
politics (or media). 
Go and live for the 
stories that you’ll em-
barrassingly tell your 
kids after two bottles 
of Merlot on a Wednes-
day night. Now that’s a 
real life. Because, nine 
grand later, who really 
cares?

You’ll also be 
pleased to know that 
something fortunate 
did actually happen to 
me this week. While 
stood at a bus stop, a 
number four finally 
stopped for me when I 
wasn’t even looking at 
it! It’s just a shame that 
it was, firstly, going the 
opposite way to where I 
needed to go, and, secondly, 

I wasn’t even waiting for a bus; I just wanted 
to cross the road that it was now blocking.

 I may as well have jumped in front of it. 
Maybe then YUSU and the press would have 
something to get off their high-chairs about.

My shit week so far
M24
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Thomas Fennelly

CARTOON:  KATE MITCHELL

“Go wild, I say. Sell 
Vision a story about 

Kallum Taylor 
murdering a duckling 

in the name of the 
Greek god of the Sun.”
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Politics 
The Gove vs May battle goes 
beyond extremist schools

Theresa May and Michael Gove 
were both left bloody nosed 
this week in the latest of a se-

ries of minor spats between the two 
senior Cabinet Members. 

Disputes first went public in 
April when Gove began to criticise 
the terror policy of the Home Office.

The latest round of infighting 
broke out after the so called ‘Trojan 
horse letter’ revealed a plot by radi-
cal Islamists to take over schools in 
Birmingham and enforce teachings 
in line with conservative religious 
views. 

A report commissioned in the 
wake of the revelation criticised 
the Department for Education’s 
handling of the Trojan horse plot, 
noting the department’s failure to 
respond to warnings of extremism 
in the schools as far back as 2010. 
Gove has since attempted to spread 
the blame for Islamic extremism in 
Birmingham, further criticising the 
Home Office’s ability to monitor and 
tackle extremism.

Things escalated when May 
responded by writing a lengthy let-
ter to the education secretary criti-
cising his department heavily. This 
private cabinet letter then appeared 
on a government website, leaking 
the severity of the spat to the press.

The difference of opinion goes 
beyond two departments treading 
on each other’s toes. It is also fo-
cused around broader approaches to 
extremism. May believes in focusing 
on tackling extremist groups, while 

Gove views religious conservatism 
as a vehicle for extremism. 

David Cameron intervened af-
ter the row began to become openly 
hostile. Cameron cracked down on 
his ministers for negative briefing, 
forcing Gove to apologise to May 
and her senior anti-terror officials, 
as well as insisting on the removal 
of May’s trusted advisor, Fiona Cun-
ningham. 

The loss of Cunningham will 
damage May significantly, as her ad-
visor had gained a fierce reputation 
with the press, Both May and Gove 
are seen as potential leadership can-
didates in the event of a 2015 elec-
tion defeat for the Conservatives, 
though for Gove this may be more 
of a dream than an achievable goal. 
May is by far the front runner for 
leadership as a recent Conservative 

Home opinion poll showed. 
The spat has been seen by some 

to be an attempt to discredit May’s 
leadership credentials, attempting 
to show a level of incompetency 
and deny May her key advisor. The 
attacks on May potentially make a 
leadership bid easier for the likes 
of George Osborne or Boris John-
son, who see her as their key rival to 
leadership. 

Abdications won’t hit Britain
Sergio Marin 
POLITICAL REPORTER
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As royals across Europe are abdicating  the Queen could be next to go 
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Disputes between the ministers have been going on for some time which could effect their leadership chances

Kings College London will 
make up to 120 members 
of sta! redundant in the 
health school. "e univer-
sity is set to reduce the 24-
hour security to just night 
time, while the full-time 
residence managers will 
be replaced by voluntary 
wardens. 

In the recent European 
and local elections the vot-
er turnout was just 34.19 
per cent in the UK, mark-
ing the worst turnout since 
1999. In recent surveys the 
youngest voters, who are 
the group with the lowest 
turn, said that they do not 
trust politicians. 

A report published by the 
O#ce of the Independent 
Adjudicator for Higher 
Education revealed that 
universities paid more 
than £373.000 to un-
dergraduate students in 
2013, marking a rise of 
two-thirds. "is follows 
complaints about mark-
ing, cancelled courses, and 
poor facilities.

Student
Hack

KOTOMI_

         JMAZ PHOTO Abdications and resignations 
of life-long positions have 
been in the spotlight in the 

last year and a half. We have seen it 
happen in three European consti-
tutional monarchies: Netherlands, 
Belgium and Spain. It has also hap-
pened in Qatar and the Vatican. 
Some hopefuls forecast this may 
even happen in the UK too. 

Beatrix of the Netherlands took 
the lead, announcing in January 
2013 she was abdicating in favour 
of her son Willem-Alexander. She 
stated it was time for the new gen-
eration to take over. Within a Dutch 
context this is not unusual. 

She is the third Dutch monarch 
in a row to step down in favour of 
their heir. It was not entirely unsur-
prising too when Albert II of Bel-
gium decided to follow his neigh-
bour’s steps and left the throne to 
his son, happening in the middle of 
a scandal involving a Belgian artist 
who claims to be the King’s extra-
marital daughter. This prompted a 
marital crisis with Queen Paola and 
a fall in his popularity. The latest 

monarch to jump on the bandwag-
on has been Juan Carlos of Spain.

Moreover, the Pope resigned 
last year. While officially it is not 
an abdication and it must not be 
referred to as one, a papal resigna-
tion entails exactly the same as a 
royal abdication. Amid the Catho-
lic Church’s growing unpopularity, 
Emeritus Benedict XVI recognised 

the Church’s need to modernise, 
and in the conclave the relatively 
unknown Argentine Bergoglio was 
elected as Pope Francis.

Without a doubt, modernisa-
tion and falling levels of popularity 
are the common denominators to 
all these. This gives us a clue as to 
why Elizabeth II is very unlikely to 
abdicate. 

Firstly, the British monarchy 
boasts centuries-old traditions. 
Secondly, the British monarchy 
is different from other European 
monarchies. While they all have a 
ceremonial role in their respective 
countries’ affairs their legitimacy 
emanates from different things. In 
Belgium, the monarchy bolsters the 
country’s unity; in Spain, democ-
racy; in Britain, it is tradition and 
liberty. 

Thirdly, the constitutive na-
ture of British monarchy is differ-
ent from the other European mon-
archs. In the Netherlands, Belgium 
and Spain, being King or Queen is 
an administrative matter. Queen 
Beatrix ceased being Queen upon 
signing a piece of paper. British 
monarchs, as heads of the Church 
of England, swear an oath before 
God. If they cannot reign, the heir 
presumptive becomes a regent and 
reigns de facto but the monarch re-
mains King or Queen. 

Surely, this need not be an ob-
stacle as the Pope resigned. But 
this leads us to the last reason: the 
Queen enjoys more support than 
most other monarchs. For now, long 
live the Queen.
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‘romantic’ ideal of a ‘fairer, greener, 
richer and more equal society”, she 
argues that in the end, Scotland is 
not quite prepared to accept the as-
sociated risks.

“I wanted to write this because 
I always prefer to explain in my 
own words why I am supporting 
a cause and it will be made public 
shortly that I’ve made a substan-
tial donation to the Better Together 
campaign, which advocates keeping 
Scotland part of the United King-
dom.”, said referring to her decision 
to fund the ‘Yes’ campaign.

“I also know that there is a 

fringe of nationalists who like to 
demonise anyone who is not blindly 
and unquestionably pro-independ-
ence and I suspect, notwithstanding 
the fact that I’ve lived in Scotland for 
21 years and plan to remain here for 
the rest of my life, that they might 
judge me ‘insufficiently Scottish’ to 
have a valid view.”, Rowling added. 

First Minister Alex Salmond in 
a statement to the BBC said that “JK 
Rowling’s entitled to give money to 
whatever she pleases and is entitled 
to express her views.” At this point it 
is worth noting that both Better To-

Yvonni-Stefania Efstathiou

JK Rowling, author of the seven 
Harry Potter books, has made 
a £1 million donation to the 

Better Together campaign against 
the  ‘No’ campaign for Scottish inde-
pendence. 

Rowling, who comes from Eng-
land but lives in Edinburgh, ex-
plained her decision on her website, 
stating that there is a ‘denial of risks’ 
within the ‘Yes’ campaign, adding 
that there is a ‘fringe of nationalists 
who like to demonise anyone who is 
not blindly and unquestionably pro-
independence’. 

In response to the question of 
whether Scotland should be an in-
dependent country, Ms Rowling 
said that her hesitance at ‘embrac-
ing independence has nothing to 
do with lack of brief in Scotland’s 
remarkable people or its achieve-
ments’. However, she admits that 
the more she listens to the ‘Yes’ 
campaign, the more worry she gets 
about its minimisation and even de-
nial of risks. 

Whenever the big issues are 
raised–our heavy reliance on oil 
revenue if we become independent, 
what currency we’ll use, whether 
we’ll get back into the EU - reason-
able questions are drowned out by 
accusations of ‘scaremongering’.

Her donation does not come as 
a surprise. In the past she has do-
nated money to the Labour Party 
and in 2012 she had confessed her 
reservations about independence. 
Although she is attracted to the 

Every June, the Queen deliv-
ers a speech to officially open 
Parliament and states what 

her government will do in the com-
ing year. And since we now have less 
than a year until the general elec-
tion, this year’s speech, delivered on 
4 June, was particularly significant. 

In it, the Queen declared 
the coalition government would 
strengthen the economy and make 
society fairer. She laid out fifteen 
bills of great variety, including con-
trol orders on invasive species, legal 
protection for ‘have-a-go’ heroes, 
tougher sentences for computer 
hackers, the extension of emotional 
cruelty as an offence against chil-
dren, the devolution of stamp duty 
and landfill tax to Wales, and the en-
couragement and support of small 
businesses through exemptions 
from targets or charges. 

Two measures have aroused a 
lot of media attention and political 
punditry: pension reforms and the 
recall of misbehaving MPs. 

The pension reforms are con-
tained in two separate bills. The 
pensions tax bill will allow pension-
ers to draw out their entire savings 
in cash and reinvest it as they see fit, 
and the private pensions bill will al-
low workers to contribute to a Col-
lective Defined Contribution (CDC) 

JK Rowling joins the ‘No’ campaign

gether campaign and the Yes: Scot-
land’s future in Scotland’s hands 
campaign, have received a number 
of individual donations.  There is an 
estimation of around £5.5 million 
being spent only to the pro-inde-
pendence cause. 

Speaking on behalf of the Bet-
ter Together campaign, Labour’s 
shadow Scottish secretary Margaret 
Curran said Ms Rowling’s donation 

would be put to “good use” while 
adding that “It doesn’t take a wiz-
ard to work out that Alex Salmond’s 
case for breaking up the UK simply 
isn’t a risk worth taking. The best 
way to make sure that we can make 
our country fairer is by working to-
gether across the whole of the UK, 
not putting a barrier between us.”

Voters in Scotland will go to the 
polls on 18 September to decide on 

JK Rowling has become the latest celebrity to have her say about the Scottish Independence debate

DANIEL OGREN

their country’s future. 
According to recent polls by 

whatscotlandthinks.org in June, 36 
per cent of the electorate was in fa-
vour Scotland being an independent 
state while 52 per cent were against. 

Sir Alex Ferguson has also 
joined the No campaign, donating 
a total of £501 to the cause. Those 
supporting the ‘Yes’ campaign in-
clude Sir Sean Connery.

shared with thousands of other 
members. 

The justification for CDC is bet-
ter value for money and greater cer-
tainty about having sufficient funds. 
Additionally, CDC can offer employ-
ers more choice and flexibility about 
how they structure their pension 

schemes. 
Shadow Work and Pensions 

Secretary Rachel Reeves has previ-
ously expressed Labour’s support 
for the introduction of a collective 
pension scheme. However, there 
has been a lot of criticism and scep-
ticism. The figures quoted are tar-

gets rather than guarantees, and it 
is perfectly possible that the amount 
could decrease rather than increase. 

The model is Dutch, but poli-
ticians there are currently contem-
plating reverting to an individual 
pension system, as currently used 
in Britain. This is due to the partial 

failure of the CDC in the Nether-
lands, and has undermined confi-
dence in the coalition’s plan. 

Finally, there is no evidence 
employers will support the plan, 
and some may be inclined to stick 
with what they know. The intention 
behind this measure is fundamen-
tally to benefit the middle aged and 
pensioners, important target voters. 
But some commentators  believe the 
measures could be detrimental for 
certain groups of workers in such a 
volatile and changing market situa-
tion, so it may be counterproductive. 

The bill addressing the recall of 
misbehaving MPs means that a by-
election can be held if an MP has 
been jailed for less than a year and 
10 per cent of his or her constituents 
sign a petition. This has been criti-
cised from both within and outside 
the Conservative party, many ar-
guing it has been diluted from the 
original proposal, making it inef-
fective. However, I agree with Tim 
Farron, the President of the Liberal 
Democarts, who argued that, once 
the bill becomes an act, it is much 
easier to amend it. 

Part of the election result in 
May 2015 will be based on the pub-
lic support for these measures. So 
we’ll see whether the public think 
these measures will strengthen the 
economy and lead to a fairer soci-
ety and, most importantly, whether 
they benefit the voter personally. 

Bills may not address the UK’s real issues
Allie Nawrat

Bills announced in the Queen’s speech may not go far enough to strengthen the economy or society 
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       There is a fringe of 
nationalists who like 
to demonise anyone 
who is not blindly 
and unquestionably 
pro-independence

“
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In his first meeting with Ukraines 
newly elected President, Petro 
Poroshenko, Obama pledged to 

give Ukraine years of support and 
also called Russia a ‘bully’. This has 
helped to sustain the war of words 
between the US and Russia over 
Ukraine. However, Ukraine’s new 
President has shown signs of being 
able to rise above this and create the 
space for peace.

Russia and the US are still both 
clearly trying to secure Ukraine 
within their political orbit. Whilst 
Obama has ruled out the possibil-
ity of weapons going to Ukraine to 
fight the pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine, they are going to 
provide £3million worth of funds 
to areas which are clearly related to 
the conflict like body armour, night 
vision goggles and communications. 

Obama’s partial funding of 
these conflict related goods shows 
an increase in US involvement 
in Ukraine. This substantiates 
the claims of US ‘hypocrisy’ from 
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s President, 
who highlighted how the US is cur-
rently intervening in many more 
countries across the world than 
Russia and is even increasing its in-
volvement in Ukraine. 

Whilst the gathering of world 
leaders in Normandy has encour-
aged a flurry of diplomacy with 
those involved in the Ukrainian cri-
sis, with Poroshenko meeting Putin, 
the fact that Putin only met with 
Obama for a 15 minute unscheduled 
conversation suggests that there are 
still major sticking points between 
these two major external actors in 

the conflict. 
However, there does appear to 

be some progress within Ukraine 
itself. Poroshenko has had a prom-
ising start, even though his desire 
to end the conflict by the end of 
this week seems to be very optimis-
tic. Poroshenko has intensified the 
shelling of key rebel strongholds in 
the city of Slavyansk but perhaps 
some more important improve-
ments have come from his creation 
of humanitarian corridors for civil-
ians to leave areas before operations 
against the separatists take place. 
Such a move should make reconcili-

ation between the two sides in this 
conflict easier as fewer people will 
be directly impacted by the violence. 

Such a process of reconciliation 
is vital to the future of Ukraine if it 
is to remain united in the long run. 
Furthermore, the German Foreign 
Minister, Steimeier, after meetings 
with his Russian and Polish coun-
terparts in St Petersburg on Tues-
day, stated that there may be ‘light 
at the end of the tunnel’ for Ukraine 
which shows that Poroshenko does 
seem to have improved the situa-
tion.

Despite the tug of war over 

Ukraine between the US and Rus-
sia, Poroshenko has managed to 
focus more on the impact of the 
conflict on citizens by creating hu-
manitarian corridors and this as 
well as his extra energy going into 
defeating the separatists in the East 
looks to be helping to create more 
space for peace. 

This is not to say that the US 
and Russia and their war of words 
is not important, but just that Po-
roshenko seems to have the ability 
to help to bring the crisis to a close 
and is currently head and shoulders 
above the rest in this respect.
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Poroshenko is head and shoulders above the rest
Chris Warren 

The newly elected Ukrainian President, Petro Poroshenko, seems to be beginning to resolve the crisis in his country
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What the fuck does “be-
ing on the side of people 
who want to get on” 
mean anyway? Seriously, 
why do so few challenge 
this meaningless tripe?

@sturdyAlex
Alex Andreou
Guardian Writer 

23 May 

Today we reached a 
major milestone in our 
#LongTermEconom-
icPlan: 2 million new 
private sector jobs since 
2010. More security for 
people.

@David_Cameron
David Cameron
UK Prime Minister

Dear !e Sun, if you can 
do it for the world cup, you 
can do it forever #keepitup 
#nomorepage3

@NoMorePage3
NoMorePage3
Campaigner

23 May 

!e bottom line in Iraq 
is that we must help the 
Kurds.

@DAaronovitch
David Aaronovitch
Times Writer

23 May 

Rick Perry just gave 
speech in San Francisco 
comparing homosexual-
ity to alcoholism. Way 
to know your audience, 
Rick!

@TheTweetofGod
God
Comedian
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the YORK UNION 
Visit our website to look back on some of our best 

events this year...
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“!ank you for a thoughtful 
and intelligent conversation”
-Mark Lawson 

12 June

12 June

11 June

12 June

11 June

“With many thanks for a 
well-organised event. Good 
crowd and good conversation. 
Best wishes, Vote Labour”
-Alastair Campbell
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!e situation in Syria is still alarming 
Paul Blower assesses the current situation in Syria as President Bashar al-Assad is re-elected with a landslide victory

President Bashar al-Assad of 
Syria has been re-elected with 
a landslide victory, giving him 

a third seven-year term in office, 
despite the atrocious civil war that 
rages on within his country. Assad 
won almost 90% of the vote, and 
although voting only took place 
in around half of the territory his 
government forces are currently in 
control of, he sees this victory as a 
source of legitimacy and leverage 
for the regime.

The results were quickly de-
nounced by the opposition’s allies 
including the US and EU, but an 
international delegation led by sup-
porters of the regime declared the 
elections as ‘democratic and trans-
parent’.

Not only has the regime and its 
allies been bolstered by this election 

victory, the state in which the re-
gime’s forces are able to operate and 
function is now vastly different from 
the internal conflict and division 
faced by the rebels. The regime has 
benefited from a continuous flow of 
foreign support (mainly from Iran 
and Russia), and over the past nine 
months or so been able to advance 
progressively on the ground, mostly 
thanks to Hezbollah, the Shi’a mili-
tant organisation. 

Instead for the rebels, their 
Western backers have felt uneasy 
about the presence of extreme Is-
lamist groups and where military 
aid might end up, and have stifled 
the flow of support.

More importantly, over the past 
six months the rebels have been de-
terred by having to defend territory 
and fight against the Islamic State 

of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) group. 
These battle lines opened up within 
the opposition having shattered the 
capability of the rebels in being able 
to advance against the regime. 

It now seems possible that the 
rebels are even in danger of losing 
Aleppo, the important northern city 
that has been fought over by the 
regime and rebels for the past two 
years.

Recently though, Western gov-
ernments have started to expand 
their support to more moderate 
opposition groups they view as 
‘worthy of support’. This has meant 
that some groups previously on the 
brink of extinction, such as the Syr-
ian Revolutionary Front, or other 
groups that did not even previously 
exist, have been strengthened and 
revived. Western governments are 

keen to support the suppression 
of ISIS due to a fear for what ISIS 
could be capable of within Syria and 
elsewhere – and this fear of ISIS has 
been proved correct by the captur-
ing of Mosul, an important town in 
northern Iraq, by ISIS. 

Some reputable commentators 
have said this recent advancement 
could prove to be a turning point in 
the 21st century history of the Mid-
dle East.

Lakhdar Brahimi, who was pre-
viously the UN and Arab League 
Special Envoy to Syria, has given 
an alarming message about the 
potential destabilisation that ISIS 
could cause across the region, that 
there is a “serious risk that the en-
tire region will blow up … [that] 
the conflict is not going to stay in-
side Syria and will spill over into the 

region”. He compares Syria today to 
Afghanistan in 1999, saying, “Syria 
is so much worse! The ISIS, they 
don’t believe in just staying there … 
your countries are scared that the 
few Europeans that are there may 
come back and create all sorts of 
problems. So just imagine what the 
feelings are next door”.

Syria’s conflict will continue 
to consume and tear apart its own 
country and at the same time has 
the potential for even more haunt-
ing developments across the region. 

Whilst these elections give the 
regime more reason to clasp onto 
power, it is the violence on the 
ground, the influence and growth of 
ISIS and lack of ability to shift the 
national balance of power by the re-
bels that should be most alarming to 
Westerners and those in the region.

India is continuing to face pro-
tests from female activists over 
claims the Government has not 

done enough to combat the preva-
lence of rape in the country. Almost 
a year after the tragic case of the 
gang raped and murdered medical 
student in Delhi, there are fears that 
the government is apathetic in deal-
ing with rape and instigating chang-
ing attitudes towards women in the 
country. 

India is facing a justified tide 
of protests after two young girls, 
aged 14 and 15, were gang raped 
and murdered near their homes in 
India’s largest state, Uttar Pradesh. 
Uttar Pradesh is home to 200 mil-
lion people and official statistics 
say there are 25,000 rapes commit-
ted on average in the region every 
year. The reality is likely to be much 
higher due to the stigma attached to 
being a victim of rape in India, stop-
ping victims from coming forward.

Indian politicians, Mulayam 
Singh and Babulal Gaur have re-
cently followed in the infamous 

footsteps of Republican Congress-
man Todd Akin. Last month, Mu-
layam Singh MP defended the 
prospect of capital punishment for 
rapists with the phrase “boys will be 
boys”. Just when things could not 
get any worse for the perception of 
India’s attitudes towards women, 
Babulal Guar, Chief Minister of 
Madhya Prades, described rape as a 
social crime, saying “sometimes it’s 
right, sometimes it’s wrong”.

These comments truly reflect 
the problem faced by women and 
activists attempting to fight against 
a society with such an embedded 
tolerance of sexual violence. In a 
country where female protesters 
have been water bombed by the po-
lice and rape claims are scarcely tak-
en seriously, it appears that India’s 
rape culture is here to stay.

The government may be 
launching a “rape crisis cell” to 
speed up response times to attacks 
but this move has been heavily criti-
cised by activists who label it a fa-
çade, attempting to reduce media 
attention without providing any real 
outcomes for women in India. The 
recent attacks reflect not only social 

attitudes that tolerate rape but also 
prevailing class tensions. The two 
girls were from the Dalit communi-
ty, a low caste previously called the 
untouchables. 

After the police were slow to 
respond to the disappearance of 
the girls, there have been growing 
claims that the police do not take 
crimes against the Dalits seriously. 
The Indian press is pushing the new 
information that one of the girls is 

likely not to have been raped in the 
attack, leading to further accusa-
tions that relatives killed the girl, 
as she was a financial burden. This 
simply detracts from the case at 
hand. 

With rape occurring every 21 
minutes in India, the details of this 
specific case are not important. 
There remain issues of police ar-
rests and accusations of honour 
killings, but the important point to 

grasp from these attacks is the bla-
tant disregard for female welfare 
and the tolerance of sexual violence 
in Indian society.

Aptly put by Lise Grande, the 
UN’s resident coordinator for In-
dia, “violence against women is not 
a women’s issue, it’s a human rights 
issue”. Unless it addresses the issues 
of class hierarchies and tolerance 
of sexual violence, India will fail to 
progress.

!e conception of rape in India needs to change 

Indian society is embedded with a tolerance of sexual violence and rape culture which is proving difficult to change

Lisa Rumbold
POLITICAL REPORTER

NEW DELHICES
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World Cup 
The start of the World Cup 
heralds the beginning of an 
advertising frenzy, as brands 

seek to cash in on the lucrative 
tournament.

Top tier official sponsors 
Coca-Cola and Sony have paid 

up to £120 million to have 
their name affililated with the 

competition.

Tesla patent deal 
Tesla, the producer of electric 

cars, has made it’s patents 
available for others to use in 
an effort to boost the market.
The firm sold 22,500 cars in 

2013 and has recently export-
ed its first cars to the UK.

The rate of unemployment in 
the UK has fallen to 6.6 per 
cent this month, reducing 

by 161,000. This is the lowest rate 
since January 2009.

Currently, 2.16 million people 
in the UK are not in employment, 
whilst 30.5 million are in full-time 
employment.

The Conservative Party will see 
the continued strength of the UK 
economy as giving support to their 
long-term economic plan, whilst 
the Eurozone continues to struggle 
to achieve growth.

Nevertheless, doubt has been 
cast over the strength of the UK 
recovery, with Rachel Reaves, the 
Labour shadow work and pensions 
minister, saying the “even people in 
work are struggling to make ends 
meet”. The prevalence of zero hour 

contracts has also raised concerns 
that it creates misleading employ-
ment figures.

The latest employment figures 
will provide some consolation to 
students at the University of York, 
which has one of the worst em-
ployment rates for a Russell Group 
university. The Sunday Times Good 
University Guide showed 73.9 per 
cent of respondents from York were 
in work or further study, placing it 
29th nationally but fifth worst in the 
Russell Group.

As the UK recovery continues 
there will be hopes from many of 
the students currently graduating 
that the drop in unemployment will 
translate into graduate jobs being 
made available. Students may be 
wise to delay their optimism, how-
ever, with the Office of National 
Statistics reporting a sharp drop in 
pay growth. The ONS has suggested 
that this was due to the previous 

year’s figures being boosted by de-
layed bonus payments.

The latest figures will put more 
pressure on Mark Carney, the Gov-
ernor of the Bank of England, to 
raise interest rates. In his forward 
guidance he said that he would not 
consider a rate rise until unemploy-
ment was below 7 per cent. This was 

achieved at the last set of results, 
but the Bank has delayed the rate 
rise to avoid a premature slowing of 
growth. 

If unemployment continues 
to fall without the Monetray Policy 
Committee taking action inflation 
may start to become a headache for 
the bank.
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The experiences of Japan in 
the 1990s may have seemed 
a far cry from conditions in 

the Eurozone prior to the financial 
crisis. However since then con-
cerns of Japanese-style deflation 
harming economic recovery led 
Mario Draghi, leader of the Euro-
pean Central Bank, to announce 
the introduction of negative interest 
rates. Draghi’s intervention marks 
the latest in the past several years, 
when it has seemed that the Euro-
zone’s fragile economic recovery 
may be at risk.  

The negative rate imposed will 
lead to a 0.1 per cent charge on bank 
deposits placed at the ECB. This is 
intended to stimulate bank lend-
ing now, and as such to increase 
consumer and business activity.  
Further to this in order to try and 
increase demand in the Eurozone 
periphery the ECB has set up a 
scheme to make cheap loans to busi-
nesses, worth up to !400 billion.

The announcements follow the 
ECB cutting growth forecasts across 
the Eurozone, with expected growth 
of 1per cent per annum and a corre-
sponding inflation figure of 0.7 per 
cent in 2014. The target inflation 
rate for the Eurozone is 2 per cent, 
with a figure below this signalling 
the expectation of consumers that 
their incomes are unlikely to rise 
in the future. This has largely been 
driven by a significant drop in de-
mand, which for the Eurozone as a 
whole remains 5 per cent lower than 
in the first quarter of 2008.

The policy measures have since 
faced some criticism for failing to be 
bolder in tackling the crisis. In par-
ticular economists have suggested 
that a 0.1 per cent cut is not large 
enough for banks to factor into deci-

sion making when deciding wheth-
er or not to lend.  By contrast others 
have hailed the measures as ignit-
ing ‘monetary policy fireworks’ and 
praised the ECB’s boldness in being 
the first major central bank to im-
plement negative interest rates on 
deposits.

The ECB also reaffirmed its 
commitment to not directly pur-
chasing government bonds from 
Eurozone member states. This ap-
proach has been used by America 
and Japan since the start of the cri-

sis, and has helped to expand the 
money supply and reduce long-term 
interest rates. Newspapers such as 
the Economist have also suggested 
that this could be the best way for 
the Eurozone to avert deflation-
ary pressures. However, this is still 
not considered politically viable 
for Europe, due to objections from 
Germany that it would undermine 
long-term price stability.

As such Mario Draghi’s latest 
announcement should be viewed as 
a realistic set of policies to try and 

address sluggish demand in the Eu-
rozone. It remains true that a lower 
negative interest rate might have 
had a greater impact on the decision 
making of banks, therefore doing 
more to stimulate lending. However 
the policies do mark a continuation 
of the ECB’s commitment to ensure 
the recovery of the Eurozone. This 
credibility was reaffirmed in light 
of the announcement, in which the 
bond yields on ten year bonds is-
sued by countries such as Greece 
Italy and Spain fell to record lows.

Eurozone introduces negative rates
Chris Scott

Business 
in brief
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Utility Warning
Ofgem, the utilities regula-

tor, has asked the “big six” gas 
and electricity companies to 
explain why their prices have 
not changed whilst wholesale 

prices have fallen.
British Gas responded, saying 
that whilst wholesale prices 
had fallen, the firms profits 

had not increased.

IPO Activity 
A string of companies have 

singaled their intentions to list 
on the stock market. GAME, 

which collpased into ad-
ministaration two years ago is 
poised to list for £340 million. 

TSB is also soon to be spun 
out of Lloyds Bank, with a 

value of $1.1 billion.

Pokerstars
Amaya, a Canadian online 
gaming company, is buying 

Full Tilt poker and Pokerstars 
in a $4.9 billion deal set to 

create the largest listed online 
gambling company. 

The deal is hoped to pave 
the way for an entry into the 
highly regulated US market.

UK unemployment data a cause for cheer
Edward Rollett
BUSINESS EDITOR

The European Central Bank has introduced negative interest rates for bank deposits to boost lending

Edward Rollett
The fall in unemployment will put pressure on Carney to increase rates

BANK OF ENGLAND



   A multitude of 
workers have lost 
their lives whilst 
working on the 
stadiums

Yes
The financial argument for remaining in the EU is never a simple one. Britain receives 

benefits in countless ways, many of which are unquantifiable. The UK contribution to 
the EU is around £10bn a year. However, it receives money back from the EU, in the 

form of grants and funds. The structural fund will pay out over £9bn over the next five years. 
The Common Agricultural Policy also paid £4bn to UK farmers in 2009.

 The free trade agreement that the EU provides is also a huge benefit to the UK. Over 50 per 
cent of the UK’s exports go to Europe and the free trade zone helps firms avoid paying import 
taxes and having to adhere to quotas. Firms such as Nissan have built plants in the UK to 
benefit from the avoidance of quotas with Europe. If this was removed, firms would leave.
    The free-movement of workers is also good for business. The creation of a fluid body 
of workers helps firms get the expertise they require. And equally if workers get a better 
offer, they can also move. This drives competitiveness and helps the best firms succeed.
   Finally, the EU is beginning to make inroads into the some of the red tape that holds 
businesses back.  Last year roaming charges for mobile tariffs were removed, making it 
far cheaper for those who travel around Europe to stay in contact. This is a step in the 
right direction for the EU and it’s members, whilst those out of it such as Switzerland are 
unable to benefit from the changes.

International sporting events 
have come a long way since their 
creation, indeed it is unlikely 

that the golden arches that the an-
cient Greek athletes ran through 
happened to house a burger-selling 
‘restaurant’. 

Recently their commercialisa-
tion and cost have left many com-
plaining that they are no longer a 
sporting spectacle but a temple to 
capitalism. 

The debacle that has defined 
recent international sporting events 
began with the ‘white elephant’ (or 
not so white as the case may be) that 
was the Sochi Winter Olympics. 
These were held in a resort which 
was better known for its palm trees 
and sunny weather rather than its 

pristine slopes.                              
Russia lavished millions on this 

event and the result was barely fin-
ished hotels, hoarded snow and spy-
ing on journalists. 

More importantly the Olympics 
became political again as Britain 
and the US threatened to withdraw 
their athletes over the invasion of 
Ukraine. 

More importantly, Russia’s 
continuation of the sporting ‘arms 
race’, has meant that out of the 
original six contenders for the 2022 
Winter Games only four remain, of 
which one is Ukraine and the other 
is Norway which is likely to vote ‘no’ 
in a referendum on it.

Next came the decision to 
host both the 2014 World Cup and 
the 2016 Olympic Games in Bra-
zil. Both of these were controver-
sial and, it appears, rightly so. The 

World Cup, which began on 12 May 
has been riddled with complaints 
and complications. 

A multitude of workers have 
lost their lives whilst working on the 
stadiums, thousands of Brazilians 
have participated in the protests 

against what they see as a needless 
waste of money and airport staff 
have ordered a strike which begins 
as the World Cup does. 

The Olympics fare little better. 

The monitoring committee have 
described Rio as the city furthest 
behind its deadlines. The sailing 
events are due to be held in one of 
the most polluted bays in the world, 
and a promise to clean it up has 
been reneged upon. 

Finally there was the furore that 
arose over the last round of World 
Cup decisions. The 2018 Cup was 
awarded to Russia, a country famed 
for its racism and hooliganism, and 
the 2022 Cup went to Qatar. 

Both were surprising but the 
Qatar decision was laughable. Qa-
tar has no footballing history, poor 
infrastructure and few stadiums. 
Furthermore the temperature dur-
ing summer peaks at fifty degrees, 
which has raised concerns that the 
tournament may have to be moved 
to winter.

The first thought of many, one 

which is proving correct, was that 
the oil rich state had ‘incentivised’ 
people to vote for it.

Modern sport requires invest-
ment, advertising and attention. 
Sponsorship and investment from 
newly-rich countries help to achieve 
this. With the right safeguards eve-
ryone wins. 

The athletes are paid more and 
can access better facilities, the host 
city receives new investment and 
the viewers can enjoy a better spec-
tacle. 

Markets, it is thought, make 
people better off. The key, though, 
is to ensure that they are regulated 
and distortions, like corruption, are 
removed. 

Thus hopefully the consensus 
that FIFA needs to be reformed, 
just like the IOC was, will lead to 
change.
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Harry Ashcroft
BUSINESS REPORTER 

The Capitalist Games: 
Can money and sporting events mix?

Protests have threatened to disrupt the World Cup in Brazil, where the cost is seen as being excessive when there is widespread poverty and poor working conditions.

Does the EU make an economic difference?

In its infancy, the principle of free trade lay at the heart of the European project. This 
original commitment appears to have been abandoned; it is now argued that the EU 
has transformed into an excessively bureaucratic regulatory body, adopting protec-

tionist measures as a means by which to stifle emerging markets. 
   Take for example the lunacy of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy. Various subsidies 
and market interventions have been widely criticised for artificially inflating food pric-
es throughout the EU, imposing high import tariffs, estimated to be in the region of 18-
28 per cent, in order to restrict competition from non-EU producers. It is conceivable 
that the soaring costs of living may have something to do with these misguided policies. 
   Moreover, proponents of EU- led economic directives continually stress the 
high proportion of trade conducted with European member states. Yet a re-
cent report published by Civitas showed that levels of trade with our Europe-
an neighbours has not increased since joining the EU in 1973, suggesting that 
the effects of withdrawal may be less disruptive than are frequently portrayed. 
   Lifting the burden of red tape would also boost employment, and allow British business-
es to fully embrace the opportunities presented to them outside the confines of Europe. 
It may therefore be wise to fundamentally revise our existing relationship with the EU.

Samuel Russell
BUSINESS REPORTER 

We debate whether the EU makes business sense for the UK, or if we would be better off out. 

Edward Rollett
BUSINESS EDITOR 

Will Aske
BUSINESS REPORTER No
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IT WAS just over 50 years ago 
that the Royal College of Physi-
cians published the first study 

confirming that smoking causes 
lung cancer and chronic bronchitis. 

Since then cigarette use has 
halved in the US and in the last cou-
ple of years, e-cigarettes have made 
huge gains on ‘analogue’ cigarettes; 
at least 1 in 5 smokers and 10 percent 
of U.S. high school students have 
tried them.

E-cigarettes contain few chemi-
cals compared to the several thou-
sand poorlydocumented chemicals 
found in tobacco smoke, and so are 
considered to be a healthier alterna-
tive to traditional cigarettes, as well 
as an effective method of cutting 
down on the smoking of traditional 
cigarettes. 

Marketing companies have, 
quite remarkably, managed to retain 
the sense of rebellion surrounding 
traditional cigarettes, despite these 
perceived health benefits. 

E-cigarettes might not be as safe 
as their manufacturers would like 
you to think; the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) states that 
there is not enough evidence  provid-
ed for consumers to know whether 
they are a safe or an effective method 
to reduce cigarette use. 

Several longitudinal studies 
have shown no association between 
e-cigarette use and quitting. One in-
ternational study found that smokers 
who also use e-cigarettes did not quit 

more frequently than nonusers, and 
another found that e-cigarette us-
ers were less likely to have quit after 
seven months than nonusers.

Assessing the health risks as-
sociated with e-cigarettes is also 
tricky, because each brand contains 
a different composition of solvents, 
flavourings and nicotine. 

While these ingredients are 
harmless to ingest, inhalation may 
result in unknown complications. 
The main ingredient in almost all 
e-cigarettes is propylene glycol, 
which has not been studied in va-

porized form over long periods of 
time. “What I do know is that the 
human lung is not meant to clear 
propylene glycol-laced vapour out 
of its system every day,” says Thom-
as Eissenberg, an expert on tobacco 
products at Virginia Common-
wealth University in Richmond. “It 
would surprise me to find that it’s 
completely harmless to do that.”

Perhaps the biggest controver-
sy surrounding e-cigarettes is how 
they are marketed. 

Nine out of every ten tradition-
al smokers start by age 18, and it is 

no surprise to find e-cigarettes with 
flavours such as bubblegum, cherry 
crush and piña colada. Advertising 
traditional cigarettes was banned 
in the UK in 2003, and a 2009 law 
prevents the sale of flavoured tradi-
tional cigarettes in the US. 

These laws do not yet extend to 
e-cigarettes, but The British Medi-
cal Association recommends regu-
lations to ensure that they are mar-
keted only at current smokers, as 
a way to quit or cut down, so as to 
limit any “gateway effect” into use 
of regular cigarettes.
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SCIENCE REPORTER

How healthy are e-cigarettes?

THIS YEAR has brought with 
it potential experimental confirma-
tion of the existence of element 117, 
which could see it officially added 
to the Periodic Table. 

The number 117 refers to the 
element’s atomic number: the 
number of protons contained in an 
atom’s nucleus. Ununseptium is a 
temporary systematic name while 
the existence of the element is 
pending corroboration.  It has been 

claimed that four atoms of the ele-
ment, first recognised in an experi-
ment in 2010, have been generated 
by a team at the GSI Helmholtz 
Centre for Heavy Ion Research in 
Germany.  

Should the International Un-
ions of Pure and Applied Chem-
istry and Physics deem the results 
sufficient validation of the exist-
ence of the element, then the place 
on the Periodic Table would be 
solidified, and a new, permanent 
name decided.

The majority of elements 
which are heavier than Uranium 
(atomic number 92) are unstable, 
and as a result are not naturally 
abundant. 

This instability results from 
the increasing size of the atomic 
nucleus- there are more protons 
with their positive charges repel-
ling one another. Elements like 117 
can only be brought into existence 
by effectively smashing together 
lighter elements. When this experi-
ment was first conducted in 2010 

these were Calcium and Berkelium 
(atomic numbers 20 and 97 respec-
tively). 

Ununseptium stands among 
several identified, but not con-
firmed, elements in the far region 
of the periodic table, all of which 
require fervent proof before their 
position can be ratified. Back in 
2012 the last elements to have 
names officially added to the peri-
odic table following such evidence, 
were Flerovium (114) and Livermo-
rium (116). 

Scientists to confirm element 117

Sarah Pryor
SCIENCE EDITOR

Lab Notes

www.ey.com/uk/careers

1. It would appear the pub 
brawl is not exclusive to modern 
life. A new theory suggests that 
our male ancestors may have 
evolved strong facial features 
in order to provide protection 
in !st !ghts. The jawbone is one 
frequently damaged in scu"es 
and shows a great divergence 
between men and women, thereby 
giving credence to the theory.

2. Who is the most in#u-
ential person in history?Many 
might answer with Jesus or per-
haps even Hitler, but according 
to a study of Wikipedia neither 
would be correct. Instead, Carl 
Linnaeus, the man responsible 
for the scienti!c naming system 
of plants and animals came top 
of the study conducted at the 
University of Toulouse, France.

3. Rumours are afoot that 
a cure for HIV could !nally be 
found. By altering the genome 
of induced pluripotent stem 
cells (iPSCs) in order to give 
them a rare natural mutation, 
researchers at the University of 
California, San Francisco believe 
they may be one step closer to 
curing one of the world’s most 
prominent diseases.

4. You probably don’t have a 
pet monkey and, as MPs call for 
urgent government action to de-
termine the number of primates 
kept as pets, that’s probably a 
good thing. After the environ-
ment, food and rural a$airs com-
mi%ee (EFRA) announced they 
were worried about the welfare of 
animals kept privately, MPs have 
said they support the idea of a 
ban on the keeping and training of 
pet primates.

Matthew Wells

E-cigarettes might not be as healthy as people think with studies showing no link between usage and quitting

Scientists are considering adding element 117, known temporarily as Ununseptium until the existence of the element can be officially confirmed

JOSEPH.MORRIS

JE
N

N
 Y

O
U

N
G

20
12



Tuesday 17 June 2014 NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         

Science
www.nouse.co.uk 25www.ey.com/uk/careers

York’s iGEM team to tackle pollution

It can be hard to find hands 
on experience in scientific re-
search, particularly before 

you’ve got a degree. The answer to 
this – as far-fetched as it sounds – 
might be to do your own research. 

Self-led undergraduate teams 
of science students around the 
world are attempting to learn and 
carry out the techniques involved 
in genetic engineering for the an-
nual International Genetically En-
gineered Machine (iGEM) compe-
tition. 

This is the 10th anniversary 
of the competition which means 
that, whereas last year’s team were 
working towards a ‘jamboree’ held 
in Lyon, France, this year competi-
tors are invited to a similar, but 
much larger, jamboree  based at 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in Boston. The competition 
challenges students to learn com-
plex practical techniques in order 
to design and build a biological sys-
tem and operate it in a living cell. 

Projects normally aim to solve 
a problem of the team’s choice. The 
University of York first entered the 
competition last year with the aim 
of creating bacteria which could 
fuel batteries. The team won a 
gold medal after success-
fully engineering bacteria 
to produce electrons- the 
first step in producing a 
battery.

The Project

This year, we chose 
to look at the problems 
caused by mining waste. Portman 
Bay in Spain is a particularly bad 
case, in which huge amounts of 
mining tailings were dumped into 
the environment in the late 1960s. 
The tailings contain large amounts 
of pyrite and heavy metals which 
are seriously damaging the envi-
ronment. 

The primary pollutants in the 
area are toxic metals such as zinc, 
lead and arsenic. The iron sulphide, 
or pyrite, also causes serious harm 
to the area, with the surround-
ing marine life suffering the most. 
Our team are looking at trying to 
use bacteria to process the harm-
ful products of this waste: to create 
a living, self-sustaining cleaning 
product. 

So how do you approach such 
an ambitious project? We are start-
ing by looking at similar processes 
which already occur in nature. 
Bacteria are an amazingly versatile 
group of organisms. Our research 
has brought us across such tech-
niques as bioleaching – extraction 
of metal ores using living organ-
isms – and bioshrouding – cul-
turing bacteria on the surface of 
reactive metals to stop them from 
coming into contact with the envi-
ronment.

Where is it leading...?

Over the summer, the team 
will be using the laboratories in 

the biology department here at  the 
University of York. The aim is to 
produce a biological system which 
will work inside a cell. Formed of 
‘biobricks’, the system will consist 
of plasmids which are small sec-
tions of DNA which act as the blue-
print for the processes we want our 
machine–or bacteria–to carry out. 

We hope that what we man-
age to achieve by the autumn can 
be presented at the International 
Jamboree in Boston, Massachu-
setts.

The Challenges:

Previous projects have covered 
a vast range of problems: every-
thing from packaging which tells 
you when meat 
has gone 
bad, to ge-
netically 
e n g i -

neered E. coli to replace de-
pleted red blood cells. 

Aside from the complexity 
of the science itself, we are forced 
to think about the position of sci-
entific research today. Points are 
awarded for ‘human practice’ and 
the team’s ability to educate the 
general public about synthetic biol-
ogy and the parts it plays in science 
and society today. 

We are forced to look at the 
way science is viewed by the pub-
lic, and try to promote education 
and enthusiasm for science. We in-
teract and work with teams across 
the globe, and we come face to face 
with the difficulty of funding an in-
dependent science project.

The project is supported by 
various members of the Depart-
ment of Biology, including Prof. 
Maggie Smith, Dr Gavin Thomas 
and Dr James Edwards, with input 
from a host of other academic staff 
across the University.

If you would like to find out 
more about the project and keep up 
to date on our progress then visit 
our blog at www.igemyork.word-
press.com or follow us on twitter at 
www.twitter.com/igemyork. 

With the synthetic biology competition iGEM underway, Ellie Davis introduces us to the York team as they follow in the 
footsteps of last year’s gold-medal winning scientists.

Members of the University of York iGEM team. From top left to 
bottom right; Caua, Marieta, Hanna, Nikola, Teodora, Joseph, 
Robyn, Ruth, Maria, Tsvetelina, Sarah.

“What really intrigued me was the prospect of altering a microorganisms 
genome by selecting useful genes from another to create essentially synte-

htic life. Since becoming a member of the iGEM team my interest in genetic 
engineering has grown immensely.”

Sarah, 1st Year , Molecular Cell Biologist

“I have already been part of the iGEM competition two times with the Brazil-
ian team (USP- University of Sao Paulo) and now I am participating at the 
York University’s team. Each event was a very unique and enriching experi-
ence in my life.”

Caua, 1st Year Biologist

“I decided to take part in iGEM because I wanted to be more proactive with 
regard to my course and I relished the opportunity to see first-hand how the 

theoretical knowledge accumulated so far can be put into practice to solve 
some of the issues people around the world are confronted with.”

      Thea, 1st Year Biochemist

Meet the Team
“I learned about the iGEM competition in the be-
ginning of my first year and I decided to participate 
because I really liked the idea of using synthetic bi-
ology to make our lives easier and to solve compli-
cated problems in a cost-efficient way.”

Nikola, 1st Year Biochemist



Injured Sportspeople

The sporting denizens of York were aided in their 
quest for excellence this year with the introduc-
tion of Cass Brown’s five pound physio sessions 
from Lawrence Street-based Highthorn Physi-
otherapy. Now, they can spend less time hobbling 
around on crutches and more time on the pitch, 
putting their opponents on the physio’s table. A 
massage for a fiver: what’s not to like?

I  know what you’re all thinking. 
Its summer; time for long days 
watching cricket in the sun, 

drinking Pimms in the garden, en-
joying the Tour de France and de-
spairing at England’s failures at the 
World Cup. 

That would all be possible, if it 
weren’t for genuinely crap weather. 
Instead, we’re huddled in our bleak 
student houses, jealously eyeing the 
Brazilian sun and morosely bar-
becuing in over cast and tempera-
mental weather. 

Maybe our predicament with 
the weather is because we live in 
the desolate North of England; my 
brother smugly informed me that 
the sun was blazing in Southamp-
ton and he was off for a barbecue 
and a kick about in the park. I hung 
up on him.

As I write this the skies out-
side are overcast and muggy, and 
the threat of rain is imminent. So 
forgive me if I have a dismal out-
look on the English summer. Hav-
ing said this, hopefully we’ll all be 

enjoying the perks of the Tour de 
France very soon. Our cycling he-
roes will be returning to English 
soil to kick off the iconic race, with 
Chris Froome once again amongst 
the favourites.

Rumours are abound that pre-
vious tour winner Bradley Wiggins 
will be left out of the team thanks 
to a rift between him and Froome 
that stems back to the 2012 tour. 
It appears dynamic sideburns and 
an English twang isn’t enough for 
Team Sky these days.

As you huddle under your um-
brella desperately stoking your lan-
guishing barbecue at least rejoice in 
the fact that we have an epic sport-
ing summer ahead of us. If the Tour 
de France isn’t your cup of tea, then 
perhaps the England v India test se-
ries will whet your appetite. 

It was a truly dismal winter for 
England fans, but the new look test 
team is exciting, young and burst-
ing with talent. It’s time to get be-
hind our beleaguered Ashes heroes, 
Captain Cook and his cronies will 
need the full support of the Barmy 
Army if they are to rediscover their 
form.

So, regardless of the English 
weather, there’s plenty to look for-
ward to this summer. Pimms tastes 
just the same indoors. Spending our 
rainy summer days glued to our tel-
evision sets hoping England’s rugby 
team can pull off a dramatic victory 
against the All Blacks doesn’t sound 
too bad to me.

But I’d much rather the bloody 
sun came out.
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        Forgive me if I 
have a dismal out-
look on the English 
summer
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>> Pages 30-31
Match reports from this Monday’s College Cup action as the semi finals get underway

Good Year

Titles, trophies and torrential rain
The Nouse Sport Team looks back on an action-packed year of sporting prowess at the University

Football and Futsal

It’s been an equally-as-good year for 
the York football and futsal sides. In 
the men’s football, James Davies’ firsts 
played liquid football as they won the 
league and got to the final of the cup, 
while the seconds got promoted and 
the thirds came close. The women’s 
side also did fantastically well, finish-
ing mid-table the season after pro-
motion. Meanwhile, the futsal club 
finished third in the FA Futsal League 
Division 2 under Junior Roberti’s guid-
ance, and got to the FA Cup semi final. 
Not too shabby, eh?

York Lacrosse

It’s been a superb year for 
York lacrosse, with both the 
women’s and men’s firsts be-
ing promoted from their 
BUCS leagues. The women’s 
side topped their league 

with a phenomenal record 
of eight wins from eight 
games, and after batter-

ing the life out of their opponents, 
they also won the Cup with a 19-6 
win over Newcastle. The men fol-

lowed suit, with a 100 per cent 
league record and lifted the Cup 
after edging out Durham 6-5 in a 

tense final. You’ve done us proud, 
guys. Go lax!

The Weather

Yes, we know we bang 
on about it every 
edition and, yes, we 
know you are sick of 
our incessant moaning, 
but we’re going to have 
another moan about it 
anyway. From sideways 
snow to hailstones the size of cricket balls and 
rain coming down like buckets, we’ve borne 
the brunt of it all year. And, yes, the weather is 
certainly better now, but we can still find time 
to moan about that. Now, it’s uncomfortably 
hot, the sun is in our eyes, and our resident gin-
ger Sports Editor now can’t cover any outdoor 
sports - and he’s allergic to pollen. An absolute 
bloody nightmare. Whatever we do, we just 
can’t win, can we?

!” The Carter-James Trophy

This year’s away trip to Roses was, at the end 
of the day, a failure. York Sport President Cass 
Brown went to Lancaster 
with the full intention of 
pulling off an away vic-
tory and, despite 
losing by 40 
points, it was the 
narrowest away 
loss in history. 
It was certainly 
a valiant and 
commendable 
effort on our 
part. We just 
feel sorry for the 
Carter-James, 
which now 
has to spend a 
miserable year 
in Lancashire. 
You’ll be back 
in our hands 
next year, Carter-
James, don’t you worry!

Bad Year

“He’s big, he’s Scouse, he’ll 
probably rob your house, it’s 
Peter Kennick...”

Alcuin supporters during the 
Plate quarter-'nal

“I’ve got two here!”

Various panicking defenders  
struggling with man-marking

“You’ve sent the wrong man o!, 
ref! He’s only on a yellow!”

Oli Bull on Jeri McTaggart’s 
mysterious sending o( for 

Haliax thirds

“Croatia’s kit is awful. "ey look 
like a bunch of fucking cheq-
uered #ags!”

 Anonymous, on the World 
Cup’s opening game

Overheard on the New JLD:



THE FINAL College Sport league 
table, which includes all of the 
points amassed by each college 
in league matches and events 
throughout the year, was an-
nounced at the York Sport Dinner 
on Sunday. 

James college topped the table 
with 865 points, beating last year’s 
winners, Derwent, into second 
place. Alcuin and Halifax made up 
the top half of the table, with only 
a handful of points to choose be-
tween them. Alcuin’s high finish in 
the overall table was undoubtedly 
helped by their victory in the Col-
lege Sports Day last week, which 
has been dominated by Derwent in 
recent years.

 Vanbrugh’s strong perfor-
mance at the Sports Day, where 
they finished second after victories 
in events including the women’s 
cross country, saw them climb to 
fifth in the overall College Sport ta-
ble. In the lower reaches of the ta-
ble, Goodricke had to settle for bot-

tom place after collecting just 440 
points over the course of the year, 
although the Postgrads of Went-
worth finished only just ahead of 
the Heslington East side. 

Speaking about the final points 
table, Dave Washington, College 
Sport Officer, told Nouse, “It has 
been an incredible year for Col-
lege Sport, with the standard im-
proving, the administration of the 
system expanding and of course 
the addition of College Varsity. All 
eight colleges have battled bril-

liantly, and I’d like to say a massive 
congratulations to James on their 
overall victory. “Throughout the 
year Derwent and James have been 
the top two colleges, and it is nice 
to have a new winner this year, and 
I’m sure that Derwent will be out 
to reclaim their crown next year. 

“The achievements of Went-
worth should also be highlighted, 
and it is evident that they have im-
proved dramatically over the past 
12 months.”
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Final College Sport table announced
Jamie Summers
SPORTS EDITOR

NUMEROUS YORK athletes have 
been recongised for their efforts 
for sport at the University, win-
ning awards and colours at the York 
Sport Dinner on Sunday. 

The last year has been incredi-
bly successful for sport at York, with 
the University finishing inside the 
top 40 places of the BUCS league 
table for the first time in almost a 
decade. 

The club of the year award 
went to the Futsal club, after a 
phenomenal year which saw 
them finish second in their 
BUCS league. The club also en-
joyed a fantastic first season in 
the FA Futsal League North-
ern Division Two and 
made it to the FA Fus-
tal Cup semi finals.

Women’s rugby 
took the team of the 
year accolade after win-

ning seven out of their eight games 
in league competition, which saw 
them top the table and also reach 
the last 16 of the Cup. 

Octopush were recognised with 
the most improved club award, 
whilst the efforts of the Trampolin-
ing club to increase inclusivity in 
sport was acknowledged with the 
Contribution to Diversity in Sport 
award.

Fred Isaac, American Foot-
ball President, took the best 

sportsman award, while Alice 
Cordwell was awarded the best 
sportswoman category. 

The men’s basketball 
team were handed the 
best Roses team victory 
after their dramatic vic-
tory at Lancaster, while 
Nouse’s very own Beth 
Jakubowski was hon-
oured with the best 

sports journalist award 
for her efforts over the last 

year.

Athletes collect York 
Sport winners’ awards
Dan Holland
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Halifax face James in crunch match
THIS IS set to be the match of the 
College Cup so far, as Halifax firsts 
take on James firsts for a place in 
Friday’s final. 

Fax are the current Cup holders 
and are looking to make their fourth 
successive final. Meanwhile, James 
have been in phenomenal form all 
year and so far have the best defen-
sive record in the competition, con-
ceding just one goal in six matches.

Halifax have been in stuttering 
form throughout the season after 
disappointing sixth and fourth 
placed finishes in the autumn 
and spring college leagues. 

However, after a slow 
start in this year’s Cup, 
Connor McCoy’s side 
seem to have got into 
their stride in recent 
matches, with a con-
vincing 4-1 victory 
over James seconds 
in the quarter fi-
nal. 

The Black 
Swans’ pro-
gression to 

the semi-finals has been altogether 
smoother. After comfortably top-
ping the college league all season, 
they then sailed through the group 
stages, scoring 30 goals and conced-
ing just the one.

This match pits two of the best 
college football sides against each 
other, and any defensive errors are 
certain to be punished. 

The return of McCoy to pull 
the strings in the middle of the park 
has given Fax a huge lift, and link-
ing up with Kieran Gennoy, the pair 
of them will provide an invaluable 

source of creativity for Garo 
Heath, who has a real eye for 
goal. 

At the back, the presence 
of Alex Tringham in recent 

matches has bolstered an 
already solid defensive 

line, which is aided 
by the ever-reliable 

Jonny Sim in goal. 
Tringham and Mc-
Coy’s abilities from 

set-pieces will also be 
crucial for Fax, giving 

them an added weapon 
and source of goals, even if 
James set themselves up to 

Jamie Summers
SPORTS EDITOR

Likely lineups:

Sim

BowdenSeedTringhamHowarth

Gennoy
Pilides

McCoy

MeckinJones

Heath

Balzan

Sangha Elliot Gill Edwards

Jopson Spurling Fox Ferrao

Davies

Singleton

James

Halifax

!e Route to the Semi Finals

make free-flowing play difficult for 
their opponents. All of that means 
that Halifax are primed to score 
plenty of goals and will be hard to 
break down.

Equally, James have shown 
themselves to be no pushovers this 
year, and despite losing some key 
players at the end of 2013, they are 
still the College team to beat after a 
string of incredibly strong perfor-
mances over the course of the com-
petition.

Leading the line, James Davies 
has been in sensational form in the 
Cup, finding the net 10 times al-
ready, meaning he is just three away 
from breaking Tom Clarke’s all-time 
scoring record in Fantasy Football. 
James are particularly dynamic in 
midfield, recycling the ball with 
ruthless precision, and Ralph Gill’s 
strengths at scoring from set pieces 
are a real threat.

Freddie Ferrao and Andrew 
Jopson are lethal on the wings, with 
the pair using pace to terrorise de-
fenders down the channels. Halifax   
must stop Fox and Spurling in the 
middle to contain their opponents.
James will be eager to make the fi-
nal after crashing out to their own 
thirds in last year’s competition and 
having the tendency to spurn oppor-
tunities in big matches. 

There’s also a sense of unfin-
ished business in this tie, after the 
two sides met in the 2012 Cup, with 
Fax getting the better of an under-
strength Black Swan team on that 
occasion. Their form all season sug-
gests that James will have the solid-
ity and organisation necessary to see 
Halifax off, but it wouldn’t be sur-
prising to see either of these teams 
in the final. 

Either way, it is set up to be a 
cracking game of football.

Group Stage
James 1sts 7-0 Alcuin 3rds
James 1sts 3-0 Wentworth 1sts
James 1sts 8-0 Halifax 2nds
James 1sts 3-0 Goodricke 2nds
James 1sts 9-1 Derwent 3rds

Quarter Finals
James 1sts 7-1 Langwith 1sts

Group Stage
Halifax 1sts 1-1 Alcuin 2nds
Halifax 1sts 4-0 Langwith 3rds
Halifax 1sts 2-1 Vanbrugh 1sts
Halifax 1sts 1-0 Goodricke 3rds
Halifax 1sts 4-0 Derwent 2nds

Quarter Finals
James 1sts 4-1 James 2nds

1

8
7
6
5
4
3
2

James - 865

Goodricke - 440

Wentworth - 446

Langwith - 490

Vanbrugh - 534

Halifax - 563

Alcuin - 576

Derwent - 793
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Jamie Summers and Tom Fennelly reveal the results of the Nouse Summer Sports Survey, conducted   

Summer Sports Survey
Participation
Of all students to take part 

in the Survey 95 per cent of 
the respondents were under-

graduates.
This is reflected in the colleges 

of the respondents. Unsurprisingly, 
over 60 per cent of responses came 
from Derwent, James and Van-
brugh colleges alone, while at the 
other end of the scale, only three per 
cent were Wentworth students.

The overwhelming majority 
of those who responded were from 
the United Kingdom (94 per cent), 
with the split in gender being 60 per 
cent male and 40 per cent female. 
Meanwhile, 86 per cent of respond-
ers considered themselves to be 
heterosexual, while three per cent 
identified as gay and three per cent 
as bisexual; none of the respondants 
identified as lesbian or queer.

Some obvious survey bias came 
into play; 84 per cent of those who 

took part said they compete in sport 
at the University. 

While in reality the true figure 
clearly won’t be this high, it still of-
fers an insight into the opinions of 
sportspeople on campus. As high 
as 11 per cent of all responders said 
that they suffer from asthma, which 
can impact upon ability to compete 
in high-energy sports. 

When sports participants were 
quizzed on what the most enjoy-
able aspects of being a member of 
a sports club are, there was a wide 
range of answers; the most com-
mon were ‘being part of a team’, 
and ‘meeting friends’, which were 
included in 17 per cent of answers. 
Other factors, such as maintaining 
fitness, playing sport competitively 
and going on club socials were also 
very popular responses. 

The most fascinating responses 
involved related to the least enjoy-

able aspects of sports club mem-
bership. 41 per cent of participants 
found the financial cost of playing 
sport a problem. Other common is-
sues included inconvenient sched-
ules of training and competitive 
matches (25 per cent) and general 
time commitments whilst juggling 
a degree (12 per cent). 
S o m e of the most no-
t a b l e c o m -
m e n t s 
i n c l u d e d 
c o m p l a i n t s 
over insuf-
ficient fund-
ing and 
Postgrads 
f e e l i n g 
unwel-
come.

Sporting Facilities
Approval for York’s sports fa-

cilities are high, with the 
most common rating being 

seven out of ten, while almost a fifth 
of those who took part saw fit to 
award eight out of ten. No-one saw 
fit to give York Sport’s facilities full 
marks.

The most popular sporting in-
frastructure on campus is mainly 
new facilities, including the 3G 
pitch and the New JLD. Another 
popular feature of the York Sport 
landscape is gym equipment, which 
suggests that the new develop-
ments on both campuses, includ-
ing a velodrome, basketball pitches, 
athletics track and pavilion, will 
be welcomed by York’s sportspeo-
ple. The swimming facilities at the 
Sports Village are considered to be 
amongst the best elements of what 
is on offer at York, although it was 
also questioned why the Canoe and 
Canoe Polo clubs are not currently 
allowed access to the pool, which 
increases the club’s training costs. 

The new physiotherapy service was 
also favoured by students, with 38 
per cent suggesting they would be 
prepared to pay between six and ten 
pounds per session for the service. 
Sixty nine per cent of all of those 
who took part either strongly or 
somewhat agreed that sports facili-
ties have improved at the University 
over the past year.

Looking forward, over a fifth of 
all respondents said that they would 
like to see more indoor facilities, 
such as the Tent and Sports Hall, to 
be developed in the future to enable 
a greater number of clubs to train 
on a regular basis. Equally as com-
mon were suggestions that more 
AstroTurf/3G pitches are required, 
and that the quality of grass pitches 
on 22 Acres needs to be improved. 
It was also suggested that many 
clubs, including the dancing, cheer-
leading, trampolining and gymnas-
tics clubs would all benefit from the 
fitting of a spring floor in the Sports 

Hall, and tumbling equip-

ment.
Increasing the number of non-

competitive teams and training ses-
sions was a common suggestion for 
future developments, while there 
were also concerns  that the cost of 
taking part in sports was putting 
some students off. Many respond-
ents argued for more work to be 
done to integrate minority students 
into clubs, with a general consensus 
that some groups still feel on the 
fringes of the sporting scene at the 
University. However, there was also 
a broad recognition that efforts are 
being made to increase participa-
tion by York Sport.

Which facilities would you like to see developed further at York in the 
future?

How far would you agree with the statement ‘Sports facilities have im-
proved at the University over the last 12 months’?

Which college are you a member of?

50%37.5%25%12.5%0%

Strongly Agree

Somewhat Agree

Neither Agree 
nor Disagree

Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree (0%)

Not Sure

0% 5.5% 11% 16.5% 22%

Gym equipment

More training sessions/coaches

More indoor facilities (e.g. Sports Hall, Tent)

Improved quality of 22 Acres pitches

Improved/greater number of tennis courts

Swimming facilities

Cycling facilities

Further 3G pitches

Further astroturf pitches (e.g. !e JLD)

More physiotherapy sessions

Other

Derwent

Alcuin

GoodrickeHalifax

James

Langwith

Vanbrugh

W
entworth

Being part of a club 
gives you structure 
in quite an unstruc-
tured environment

“
”

22 Acres is a 
shambles in the 
winter when it’s dark 
and wet

“
”

The Tent needs some 
sort of temperature con-
trol - too cold in winter 
and too hot in summer
“

”
 As postgrads we 
sometimes feel os-
tracised from other 
colleges

“
”



When asked if they had ex-
perienced or witnessed 
any incidents of racial dis-

crimination in sports clubs at York, 
93 per cent of respondents said that 
had not seen any such incidents. 
However, around six per cent said 
that they had. One comment that 
this was more likely to be “casual 
racism” because “York is very white”. 
Another comment argued that it 
was “very much a societal problem, 
not just York; but it’s more than in 
some areas of the country”. 

As for homophobic discrimi-
nation, the amount who had wit-
nessed or experienced homophobia 
in a sports club almost doubled (13 
per cent) on the racism figures. Al-
though some comments made clear 
that homophobia was not a prob-
lem, others highlighted that there 
were certain clubs who were partic-
ularly victimised, mainly by mem-
bers of other clubs; some difficulties 

were aired about the stereotyping 
of female rugby players as lesbians, 
while there were equal concerns on 
behalf of male cheerleaders, who 
were stigmatised as gay. 

Seventeen per cent of respond-
ents reported that they had felt 
intimidated or pressurised into 
an uncomfortable situation in a 
sporting context at York. Again, 
although the vast majority of 
responses felt that clubs 
were “welcoming” 
and “accommodat-
ing”; however, there 
were worries about 
the singling out of 
individuals at trials.

 In terms of sports 
socials at York, 80 per 
cent said that they en-
joyed sports socials. Fif-
teen per cent said that they 
neither agreed nor disagreed, 
whilst 3 per cent somewhat 
disagreed. No respondents 
strongly disagreed that 
sports socials were always 
enjoyable. Some com-
mented that there was 
“too much pressure to 
drink and that they 
tend to be “quite ‘cli-
quey’ and it can be in-

timidating to new members”. “Also,” 
added another response, “if you hate 
fancy dress then you will always be 
excluded from the socials”.

When asked whether the Key 
Contacts Scheme had helped 

to improve participation 
amongst LGBTQ/disabled 
students to get involved 
in sport at York, the ma-
jority of students (55 per 
cent) selected that they 

were ’not sure’ on the 
scheme and 23 per 
cent neither agreed 
nor disagreed, most 
probably because 

they were not aware of 
what it is. Five per cent 

said that is had not helped im-
prove LGBTQ and disabled stu-
dent participation, whereas 16 

per cent said that it had. Many 
students welcomed the de-
velopment but added that 
it was difficult to answer if 

they were not a LGBTQ or 
disabled student. Other com-

ments made further recommenda-
tions, which included having a wel-
fare officer on each club committee 
and discounted rates at the gym for 
students struggling with mental 
health issues.
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2014: Results and analysis
Discrimination

Non-participation
The most popular reasons as 

to why some students were 
not involved in sports at York 

were limited to three clear answers: 
either they did not have enough 
time (27 per cent), there was a lack 
of faith in their own ability or be-
cause they didn’t feel welcome (both 
24 per cent). 

When asked whether any per-
sonal characteristics (age, gender, 
nationality or disability) affected 
a lack of involvement, 10 per 
cent cited disability as the 
cause, whereas the other 
three characteristics re-
mained untouched. 

Fifteen per cent cited 
another reason that the 
ones that 
we listed, 
with the 
other 75 
per cent s t a t i n g 
that none of these or similar 

characteristics affected their in-
volvement in sports. 

We listed a number of ideas that 
might encourage stu-

dents to get involved 
in sports, with none of 
the options becoming 

a clear favourites from 
responses. 

‘More relaxed 
training sessions’ 
was the most popu-

lar response 
at 22 per 
cent, fol-
lowed by 

‘ b e g i n -
n e r s ’ / non-compet-
itive squads’ (20 per cent), 
being made to feel more 
welcome (18 per cent) and 
‘smaller time commitment’ 
(16 per cent). 8 per cent felt 
that there should be less em-
phasis on socials and events.

conjunction withthe York Sport Union, analysing what the data say about sports participation and facilities at the University

Overall, on a scale of 1-10, where 1 is ‘very poor’ and 10 is ‘excellent’, how 
would you rate your experience of sport at York?

What, if anything, would encourage you to get involved with a sports 
club?

How far would you agree with the statement ‘!e Key Contacts Scheme 
has helped to improve participation amongst LGBTQ/disabled students’?

!e good, the bad, and the very, very strange

Not sure

St
ro

ng
ly 

Ag
re

e
Som

ew
hat A

gre
e

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Somewhat 
disagree

Strongly 
disagree

N/
A

Ch
ea

pe
r

Smaller time 
commitment

More relaxed 
training sessions

Beginners/
non-competitive 
squads

Less emphasis on 
socials/events

Made to feel 
more welcome

30%

20%

10%

0%
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Everyone presumes 
women’s rugby and 
football consist of 
lesbians only

“
”

Lecturers and depart-
ments should be 
more accepting of 
those who take part 
in sport

“
”

There needs to be 
a wider variety of 
college sports and 
single-sex sports

“
”

The idea of a sporting 
culture at York needs 
to be implemented 
strongly in Freshers 
Week

“
”

The Pokemon centre 
needs to be reno-
vated.

Catching Pokemon is 
hard and the geese reign 
supreme on the non-
grassy bits.

Meeting other Poke-
mon trainers is great 
fun.

“
”“

“

”
”Nouse analysis: Lots of people are 

concerned about Pokemon facilities 
on campus!



HALIFAX THIRDS made it 
through to the Plate final on Mon-
day, after an efficient performance 
saw them run out as 2-0 winners 
over Alcuin seconds on the JLD. An 
early goal from Johnny Stansfield 
and a brilliant long-range strike 
from Chris Forrest secured the vic-
tory over a very hard-working Owls 
side. 

It was a scrappy start to the 
game, with both teams using plenty 
of lofted balls and struggling to keep 
the ball on the floor. However, Hali-
fax, who were unbeaten in the com-
petition going into this match, took 
an early lead when captain, Johnny 
Stansfield, slotted home from close 
range.

There was a moment of contro-
versy as the game began to settle, as 
Matt Twin went in for a late tackle, 
and Chris Forrest reacted by push-
ing the Alcuin winger; both players 
went in referee Max Brewer’s book, 
although Forrest should probably 
have seen red.

Alcuin’s George Brough, a 
Turks and Cacaos Islands interna-
tional, then came close to equalising 
for the Owls, but dragged his shot 
across goal and wide. After some 

heavy pressing, McConnell then 
found himself through, but sent a 
powerful shot crashing against the 
post.

As the first half began to draw 
to a close, play was relatively even 
with both sides having a handful 
of half-chances, but neither keeper 
was particularly challenged with any 
complicated saves. That all changed, 
however, with three minutes left be-
fore the break. Forrest, having been 
lucky to stay on the field, picked up 
the ball just inside the Alcuin half, 
and sent a thunderbolt of a shot into 
the back of the net to make it 2-0. 
Then, just a moment later, Forrest 
could have grabbed another with 
a 25-yard free kick, which forced 
Smith into an excellent save.

In the second half, Halifax 
started equally as brightly, keeping 
possession and putting together a 
string of attacking short passes; 
Adam Percy’s net one-two with Phil 
Kershaw allowed the former in to 
test Smith in the Owls’ goal. 

However, Alcuin were by no 
means out of the game and con-
tinued to remain positive, looking 
most threatening down the right 
wing, where Twin was getting some 
change out of the defence and pro-
viding a source of opportunities for 
Brough and Carver up front.

As the game progressed, the 
game was relatively stretched, al-
though there continued to be few 
chances of real note; Brough found 

himself through on a couple of oc-
casions but was thwarted by Fax 
keeper George Maalouf, while at the 
other end, Halifax seemed to have a 
greater cutting edge in front of goal, 
with Stansfield holding the ball up 
very well for his side.

With time running out, Alcuin 
found another gear in the closing 
stages, with Carver and Brough 
both going close, but the Fax de-
fence remained firm. 

There were sensational scenes 
in the closing five minutes, as Maal-
ouf was given a straight red card for 
handball outside the area, with Jeri 

McTaggart going in goal.
However, Carver could not 

capitalise on the free kick with the 
final action of the game, and Halifax 
made it through to the final, where 
they will face either their own sec-
onds side, or Vanbrugh firsts, who 
play today.

Winning captain, Johnny 
Stansfield told Nouse: “We got off to 
a fantastic start, like we have done 
in the last few games with goals in 
the first ten minutes. We want this. 
We really want to win it after losing 
the final last year, so we’re really up 
for the win.”

“We could face our own seconds 
side in the final which would cause 
a selection problem for me, but we’ll 
see how they go on.”
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College Cup 2014: action in numbers

Jamie Summers
SPORTS EDITOR

Alcuin 2s 0

Halifax 3s 1

Fax cruise 
through to 
Plate final

Alcuin:
Smith, Taube, Ken-
nick, Perera, Tou-
mazou, Simpson, 
McConnell, Pearce, 
Twin, Carver, 
Brough

Halifax: 
Maalouf, Elliott, 
Goldthorpe, Nolan, 
McTaggart, Percy, 
Garratt, Forrest, 
Kershaw, Griffiths, 
Stansfield

Players of the match: Brough, 
Goldthorpe

James 
Davies

7
Alex 

d’Albertanson

6
Mann, 
Easter

Singleton, 
Paes

11
James 
Davies

8
Ferrao, 
Heath

7
Harris, 
Briars

10

Top 
Scorers

All data is taken from Fantasy Football. Players are only given goals and assists for the highest team they are registered for. Data correct as of Monday 16 June

1
James !rsts have only 

conceded one goal

Jonny Gillbanks leads 
Fantasy Football with 

318 points

5
318

Top 
Assists

PETROC TAYLOR

Tom Chadwick’s side emerged winners in the charity rugby tournament on Sunday, sponsored by Nouse Sport



Derwent edge fiery semi final 

A BRACE from Josh Bew sent Der-
went into a second consecutive Col-
lege Cup final, as they prevailed 2-0 
in a cagey and ill-tempered semi fi-
nal with Goodricke yesterday.

Bew’s goals in the first and last 
minutes of the game were the only 
difference between the two sides 
in one of the tightest games of the 
competition so far.

It was a somewhat under-
strength Goodricke side, with Joel 
Fagan and Dalton Harris missing 
from the side that had beaten Wen-
tworth in the quarters, while Der-
went skipper Dave Belshaw once 
again found himself on the injured 
list. Derwent took the lead in the 
opening 30 seconds of the game, 
Bew tapping in the rebound after 
Goodricke keeper Tom Neill had 
tipped Ryan Gwinnett’s shot onto 

the post.
The Hes East side had been 

caught napping but responded well, 
looking solid in defence and testing 
Felix Aylett with a couple of teasing 
deliveries.

What followed was a cagey 20 
minutes, with play congested in a 
packed midfield and chances few 
and far between. Tom Brandreth 
headed a free kick wide of the post, 
before a Jon Courtney cross deflect-
ed narrowly over the crossbar at the 
other end.

Derwent ended the half mostly 
in control of possession but still 
struggling to break down the im-
pressive Goodricke centre half part-
nership of Chris Osborne and Mike 
Olsen, and went in at half-time 
leading by their solitary goal.

When the teams returned, 
Derwent again started brightly but 
came no closer to scoring than a 
Sam Earle volley that sailed high 
over the bar. Sam Cottingham 
flashed a left-footed drive from 20 
yards just wide of the upright, be-
fore Courtney tried his luck with 
a swerving effort that had Aylett 

scrambling across the goal.
Derwent almost doubled their 

lead in comical fashion, Neill com-
pletely misjudging Ollie Harrison’s 
driven free kick that slipped under 
his feet and cannoned back off the 
post. 

But with the game still so tight, 
tempers began to boil over. Olsen, 
Overo-Tarimo and Joe Easter all 
picked up yellow cards, while ref-
eree Joe Lawton repeatedly found 
himself at the heart of the action.

Goodricke had by now wrestled 
control of possession, but without 
the presence of Harris up front they 
struggled to make much of an at-
tacking impact from open play.

And with the always dominant 
Brandreth minimising the threat 
of Jonathan Gillbanks’s set pieces, 
Aylett was not seriously tested. A 
scuffed Joe Mann shot from the 
edge of the area was a rare shot on 
target. With the clock ticking down, 
Derwent at last secured their place 
in the final with a second goal. 

Two minutes from the end, Sam 
Earle played in Bew and he pro-
duced a calm finish into the corner 

beyond Neill’s outstretched arm. 
Shortly after, Overo-Tarimo was 
lucky to escape a second yellow for 
a deliberate handball, Lawton again 
feeling the ire of the Goodricke 
team.

That was the last meaningful 
action of the game, with Derwent 
ultimately deserving of their narrow 
win that sets up a final with the win-
ners of today’s clash between James 
and Halifax.

Winning Derwent captain 
Dave Belshaw told Nouse, “It was a 
really tough game today to be fair. 
They battled hard and made it dif-
ficult for us, and they’ve got some 
good players. We got it done though 
and I’m really happy.”
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Dan Holland
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

Langwith firsts grabbed a dramatic late winner against Vanbrugh seconds, which puts them in a good position to qualify for the Cup knock-out stages

Goodricke 1s 0

Tuesday 17th June

2pm: Langwith 3s vs 
Goodricke 2s (Vase semi final 
2)
3pm: Vanbrugh 1s vs  Halifax 
3s (Plate semi final 2)
4pm: Halifax 1s vs James 1s 
(Cup semi final 2)

Thursday 19th June

2pm: Vase third-place playoff
3pm: Plate third-place playoff
4pm: Cup third-place playoff

Friday 20th June

2pm: College Vase Final
3pm: College Plate Final
4pm: College Cup Final

This week’s fixtures for the final stages of the College Cup:

ALL IMAGES: AGATHA TORRANCE

Derwent: 
Aylett, Askham, 
Brandreth, Shel-
bourne, Harrison, 
Earle, Overo-Tari-
mo, Easter, Bew,
Fotheringham, 
Trant.

Goodricke: 
Neill, Lewis, 
Osborne, Olsen, 
Crawley, Gillbanks, 
Cottingham, Hurst, 
Ashurst, Mann,
Courtney.

Players of the match: Brandreth, 
Olsen

James
battle past 
Langwith

George Barrett
ONLINE EDITOR

JAMES THIRDS put in a solid per-
formance on the new JLD to hold 
out for a 1-0 won over Langwith 
seconds.

Captain and man of the match 
Jordan Steel gave James the lead be-
fore half time, but it was not all plain 
sailing for last year’s Cup Semi-
finalists. The game started off with 
James looking dangerous down the 
left, with veteran thirds legend An-
dreas Boedt showing pace beyond 
his years. But it was Langwith who 
had the first chance, as Tom Rudden 
sent a long range effort wide.

James looked vulnerable early 
on as Langwith sent in a couple of 
long balls, but they soon began to 
develop some momentum. As James 
started to get a healthy share of pos-
session, Connor Lawson nearly 
rounded keeper David Vasiliu, but 
his shot hit the post. Boedt then 
had a shot saved, but the rebound 
was nearly hammered home, only 
for Vasiliu to make another last 
ditch save, as Langwith were living 
dangerously. James soon managed 
to make the pressure tell, as Steel 
drilled in a beautiful goal on a half 
volley just before half time.

The second half was bit more 
open, but was still characterised by 
a solid James defence and a sea of 
black shirts crowding out the mid-
field. Morton had a chance with a 
header onto the crossbar, before 
Lake saved the shot off the rebound. 
Louis Pegg then hit the post with  
what should have been an equaliser.

Langwith captain Pegg after the 
match said: “Obviously we’re disap-
pointed that we didn’t go through 
and beforehand we were confident, 
but James were great. They were 
on our every touch. We hit the post 
several times which was unlucky. It’s 
been a pleasure being part of this 
team, and we’ll come back stronger 
next year.”

Steel spoke with Nouse after 
the match. “I thought we outclassed 
them all over the pitch, we probably 
could have added another, but we’ll 
take that result. Fair play to Lang-
with, they came out a bit more in 
the second half and troubled us at 
times, but on the day I thought we 
were the better team. Our defence 
was rock solid throughout most of 
the match. We were missing quite 
a few midfielders today, so that was 
decent.”

Derwent 1s 2

James:
Lake, Littler, Lane, 
Bartlett, Ashcroft, 
Castell, Williams, 
Lawson, Boedt, 
Steel (c), Grey. 
Subs: Iles, Vye.

Langwith: 
Vasiliu, Brooks, 
Starling, Morley, 
Gates, Henn, Par-
sonson, Pegg (c), 
Morton, Rudden, 
Hemingway. Sub: 
Hazell.

Players of the match: Jordan Steel

Langwith 2s 0

James 3s 1



THE YORK Sport Union has an-
nounced that it will be reintroduc-
ing Athletics Union (AU) member-
ship fees for the next academic year.

The fees will stand at £20 for 
clubs placed into the ‘black’ brack-
et of membership, whereas clubs 
placed into the ‘gold’ bracket will 
only have to pay £10.

Each member of York Sport 
will now have to make a payment 
at the beginning of the academic 
year, with the money raised to be 
reinvested into facilities, coaching 
and officiating, physiotherapy, focus 
sports, development grants and per-
formance equipment.

York Sport believes that, with 
an AU fee, access to physiotherapy 
will be increased from fourteen 
weeks per year to thirty. The money 
will also be used to fund a pre-Roses 
training camp, which couldn’t be 
funded without the fees.

The number of focus sports will 
also be increased from five to six, 
with the number of core hours avail-
able to sports clubs to use facilities 
also increasing.

The York Sport Union has also 
reiterated that it will be conducting 
spot checks on all clubs to ensure 
that their actual membership is in 
line with their AU Fee membership.

 Students will pay the fee di-
rectly to the Union or to the club 
itself, who will then be invoiced 
by the Union for the fees based on 
their number of members. If clubs 
are found to be committing any sort 
of discrepancies with their fees, they 
will be charged directly by the Un-
ion.

Clubs placed in the black mem-
bership tier, however, will be the 
only clubs that have access to in-
creased facility hire by having more 
core training hours. 

Gold tier clubs will have access 
to all of the other benefits, including 
the availability of  a Go Pro camera. 

The cost of physiotherapy sessions 
will also remain at £5.

AU fees are a regular occurrence 
across the majority of universities in 
the UK, with charges ranging from 
£180 at Exeter, to £65 at Bath. £40 
fees have been used at York in the 
past, but they were scrapped for the 
2012-2013 academic year by the 
York Sport President at the time, 
Sam Asfahani, in order to alleviate 
the extra financial burden of rising 

university fees.
However, this has been reas-

sessed under current president Cass 
Brown as YUSU looks for new ways 
to balance out its ever-tightening 
budget.

Several several clubs have loud-
ly expressed their concerns about 
the new fees. 

Sean Bossick, a member of the 
Shooting Club, told Nouse: “Shoot-
ing is a small club, and our activities 
are relatively expensive. It’s likely 
that a generalised fee will put off 
many potential members from join-
ing and that we won’t see any in-
creased funding from it to offset our 
costs.”

However, a number of other 
clubs, including men and women’s 
football, rugby and netball, voted 
in favour. Guy Bowden, the football 
club president, told Nouse, “To con-
tinue improving sport at York, we 
must sustain the development and 
and build on the great work over the 
last few years. 

“The football club have reaped 
the benefits of the 3G and wish to 
be part of further improvements 
in facilities and services. For York 
Sport to continue moving forward, 
it needs the extra funding; hence 
our vote in favour.”

In defense of the fees, Cass 
Brown told Nouse: “York Sport Un-

ion has introduced the AU Fee in 
order to sustain our activity and de-
velop our clubs and athletes.

 “There are so many benefits to 
the fee and all money paid into the 
fund is directly re-invested back into 
our clubs’ experience. The fee will 
help fund facility hire, physiothera-
py, pre-Roses training camp, devel-
opment grants, education and train-
ing and performance equipment. 
Initially we proposed a one-off £20 
fee for all club members however 
based on feedback from our AGM 
we took on a two-tiered approach of 
£20 for clubs that use facilities and 
£10 for those that don’t.

“Thankfully, clubs voted in fa-
vour of the fee introduction and 
this will be implemented next year. 
The AU fee is a huge step in help-
ing the York Sport Union develop 
and compete with the best sport-
ing institutions in the country and 
every penny will be reinvested back 
into the sporting experience of our 
members.”
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