
SECURITY SERVICES are set 
to dramatically increase student 
searches and personnel at next 
week's 'Beach D' Derwent event, af-
ter substantial drug use was discov-
ered at last week's notorious campus 

blow-out, 'Big D'.
The measures will see more 

members of campus security attend 
the event, who will regularly search 
students for substances - previ-
ously only students with bags were 
searched, and only sporadically. 
Nouse understands that the possibil-
ity of a police presence was discussed 
at length, although the idea has re-
portedly been shelved.

Several students have spoken to 

Nouse about the drug use that per-
meated the event. One third year 
Derwent attendee commented: "We 
saw people taking drugs several 
times during the event, and we saw 
loads of people inside who were evi-
dently on something. It wasn't hard 
to work out."

Another third year Derwent stu-
dent told Nouse: "I think drugs are 

THE END OF this term's policy 
process for YUSU's Policy & Re-
view Group (PRG) has, after re-
ceiving "divided opinion", made 
plans to put to referendum the 
question of whether the Stu-
dents' Union should create the 
new part-time position of Work-
ing Class & Social Mobility Of-
ficer.

Alongside these plans was 
the establishment of a new abili-
ty for liberation networks to elect 
and send their own delegates to 
network-themed NUS confer-
ences - coupled with a decrease 
in the amount of sabbatical of-
ficers automatically enlisted to 
attend conferences.

The idea of establishing a 
Working Class Officer, as pro-
posed by YUSU's Community & 
Well-being Officer Dom Smith-
ies, would be to represent stu-
dents from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds on matters of ac-
cessibility to opportunities on 
campus, as well as to provide an 
effective campaigning voice re-
garding issues such as the cost of 
living at university.

However, such a move has 
been fiercely debated among 
the student body as rumours of 
the referendum's arrival became 
more apparent.

A graduating English stu-
dent, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, spoke to Nouse of 
her own opposition to the pro-
posal:

"Whereas being LGBTQ 
or BAME is fairly easy to pin 
down, what even constitutes be-
ing working class is hugely divi-
sive, and I can only imagine the 
position creating conflict as peo-
ple squabble to decide whether 
somebody is actually working 
class or not."

These new moves come in 
spite of the PRG rejecting pro-
posals for YUSU to state its sup-
port for the NUS Liber8 cam-
paign, as well as the creation of 
a Part-Time Interfaith Officer 
position.

The Liber8 campaign in-
cludes eight core campaign areas, 
the first of which is to "fight fees 
and cuts" - entailing a call for free 
education and a boycott of the 
National Student Survey (NSS), 
which, given the recent election 
of the Conservative-led govern-
ment, is set to be linked to the 

Nouse Sponsored byEst. 1964

Tuesday 13 June 2017

The University of York’s 
longest-running
student society

Drug abuse at Big D leads to 
higher security at next event
Luke Rix-Standing
EDITOR

Ed Balls: Speaking Out
Finn Judge catches up with the ex-Shadow 

Chancellor, author and dancer M.4

 @yorknouse • /yorknouse •  @yorknouse  • www.nouse.co.uk  

Continued on P. 5

Referendum on 
Working Class 
Officer in YUSU
policy package

Student designs put on a show at the Northern Youth-run fashion show for 2017's York Festival of Ideas P.6

Finn Judge
DEPUTY EDITOR

Continued on P. 6

York Elects
Nouse exit poll suggests 71% 
of students voted Labour P.8

• Motion for new Interfaith Officer "dismissed out 
of hand" after YUSU's consultation process

• Vote on the creation of a new Part-Time Officer 
position due to be held early next term



EDITOR
Luke Rix-Standing
DEPUTY EDITOR
Finn Judge
MUSE EDITOR
Lucy Furneaux
DEPUTY MUSE 
EDITOR
Jack Davies
MANAGING 
DIRECTOR
Jaz Hayward
ADVERTISING 
DIRECTOR
Imogen Layther
ONLINE  
EDITORS
Oscar Bentley
Tyra Sirandula
SOCIAL MEDIA
DIRECTORS
Kajsa Dinesson
Laura Cunningham
TECHNICAL
DIRECTOR
Owen Hurford
DESIGN 
DIRECTOR
Liam Mullally
ILLUSTRATORS
Harriet Cheshire

Ellie Hopley
CHIEF 
SUB-EDITOR
Emma Goff-Leggett
DEPUTY SUBS
Kendra Rabbitts
Alice Walters
PHOTO EDITOR
Maria Kalinowska
DEPUTY PHOTO
Lois Lu
Jay Dyer
NEWS EDITORS
Amelia Clarke
Camilla Zurru
DEPUTY NEWS 
Sophia Steinsberg
Dan Hall
COMMENT 
EDITOR
Rory Kelly
DEPUTY COMMENT
Jan de Boer
Oscar Bentley
POLITICS EDITOR
Geoff Glover
DEPUTY POLITICS
Will Leafe
Joseph Silke
Niamh Carroll
BUSINESS EDITOR

James Humpish
DEPUTY BUSINESS
Jack Harmsworth
Boris Arnold
SCIENCE EDITOR
Eleanor Mason
DEPUTY SCIENCE
Will Gibbs
Imogen Breen
TRAVEL EDITOR
Maria Kalinowska
DEPUTY TRAVEL
George Staddon
Eden Gallant
SPORTS EDITORS
James Voyle
Robyn Aitchison
DEPUTY SPORTS
Jake Tattersdill
Jacob Phillips
FEATURES EDITOR
Hina Rana
DEPUTY 
FEATURES
Harriet Clifford
Imogen Bellamy
ARTS EDITOR
Lara Medlam
DEPUTY ARTS 
Hannah Sackville-
Bryant

Eliza Hunton
FASHION EDITORS
Dale Lyster
Jenny Cao
DEPUTY FASHION 
Will Robinson
Yana Walker
MUSIC EDITOR
Ellie Langford
DEPUTY MUSIC
Henry Brown
Andy Tallon
FILM & TV
EDITOR
Chloe Kent
DEPUTY FILM 
& TV
Emily Taylor
Izzy Moore
FOOD AND DRINK
EDITOR
Mustafa Chaudhry
DEPUTY FOOD AND 
DRINK
Fred Salt
Trina Anne
GAMING EDITORS
James Lees
Sam Flint
SOCIAL SEC
Jack Davies

I remember my first Editor’s Note. Quill 
in hand and brimming with nascent enthu-
siasm, I penned my initial ravings at least a 
week before production week even started. 
Bounding into my first section meeting, the 
late nights and steamrollering stress-a-thons 
seemed a speck on the horizon; a challenge to 
be risen to without a backward look.

Nine months and seven each-gruelling-
in-their-own-way production weeks later, 
I’m sitting in the office dishevelled, dead-
eyed, huddled over my YUSU-branded coffee 
late on a Sunday night, while the Sub-Editors 
argue over the capitalisation of the phrase 
general election. With roughly 20 minutes 
to write my last Editor’s Note, under the 
dawning realisation that soon I, like all my 
predecessors, will be yesterday’s Nouse, I feel 
my transformation is complete. Wide-eyed 
Platonist to jaded burn-out, whose voice can 
often be heard informing the corridors of 
Grimston House that they are “too old for 
this shit”. From Forrest Gump to Dirty Harry. 
Serpico a the beginning of the movie, to Ser-
pico at the end.

But it is only now, staring down the bar-
rel of what I’ve been loosely terming ‘my free-
dom’,  that I realise that I will miss Nouse and 
miss it badly. I am temporarily reminded of 
that Passenger song that dominated 2013, 
“you only know you love her when you let her 
go”. Trite perhaps, but as true as a truism can 
be.

When you’ve done something for long 

enough it can become monotonous, but 
routine is made of up of many of the simple 
pleasures and frustrations that have made 
the University experience the rollercoaster 
that is has undeniably been.

I’ve relied on pop culture references 
throughout my brief and inglorious stint in 
student journalism, so I might as well end 
with one: “life moves pretty fast, if you don’t 
stop and look around once in a while, you 
might miss it”.

So in this increasingly emotional fare-
well, I can only say that’s its been a blast. It 
doesn’t feel like it right now, but the photos 
that adorn the wall of ‘Nousetalgia’, and the 
in-jokes that I will take with me out into the 
world (“does the shoot have a fold in it?” 
*chuckles unproariously*) are far more im-
portant than a week of sleep. And to provide 
a shameless plug for my unfortunate succes-
sor, if you’ve ever had any interest in student 
journalism, then come to our by-elections at 
the end of this week. Who knows, you may 
end up misanthropic, exhausted, and funda-
mentally fulfilled.

Editing a student paper is, and always 
will be, beset by delusions of grandeur, but 
it is not something you can do by halves, so 
forgive this tired Editor for his disgraceful 
self-indulgence. So long Nouse. Thanks for 
the memories.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR...

Est. 1964

The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the editors, writers, publishers or advertisers. 
Contact editor@nouse.co.uk with letters and complaints. 

SABBs in Review P.7 
The outgoing Officers 

say their goodbyes

NEWS

Central Hall P.5
The new renovations    
with years left to run

Nouse Tries P.24
A terrified Jacob Phillips 

tries skydiving

Loz Looks Ahead P.27
The sport team talk to 

the incoming Sport Prez

Aix-en-Provence P.22 
Art and culture in the 
Riviera’s hidden gem

Socialist Meming P.11
Left must stop lionising 

Stalin and Mao

Mental Health P.10
The University has 

simply not done enough 

Paris Agreement P.16
The Donald’s preference 

for Pittsburgh peaks

Qatar P.17
The Arab kingdom adrift 

from its neighbours

Jack Nicholson M.14
The team explore City 

Screen’s JN season

 King No-One M.12 
The York buskers 

playing at Reading

Ed Balls M.4 
Politics, his book and  

Strictly Come DancingFILM

POLITICS

TRAVEL

FEATURES

COMMENT

MUSIC

SPORT

Printed by Mortons of Horncastle Ltd, Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs, LN96JR, UK. For back copies, 
contact the JB Morrell Library. Front page image: Maria Kalinowska; Back page image: Ben Wright & YUSU

Luke Rix-Standing

IMAGE: THE BBC

CONTENTS

IMAGE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS



YUSU’S DISABLED Students’ Of-
ficer, Aisling Musson, has criticised 
drug study invitations sent to York 
students recorded by Unity Health 
as suffering with “stress-related 
problems”. One of the UK’s most 
commonly prescribed antidepres-
sants, sertraline, is to be studied 
against a placebo. 

The study aims to decipher 
“who might fully benefit from an-
tidepressants as a treatment for 
stress, depression or low mood” as 
“there is some evidence that antide-
pressant medication may be helpful 
to only some people, other people 
may be taking it unnecessarily”. 
The invitations state that recipi-
ents were chosen because they are 
not currently taking antidepressant 
medication. 

Musson has criticised Unity 
Health asking students to partici-
pate in the study. The GP surgery 
will receive compensation for the 
time taken to recruit participants. 
Musson prefaced: “while there is 
nothing inherently wrong with clin-
ical trials, a number of things about 
the way these are being communi-
cated and advertised is concerning”. 
Musson stated that the letters con-
tained “outright falsehoods” about 

the possible side effects of sertraline, 
as information provided to students 
states that the drug is “generally 
well tolerated” and “does not have 
many side effects”. An appendix of 
side effects is also provided to those 
asked to participate, outlining some 
of the common side effects such as 
nausea, sleeping troubles and head-
aches. 

Musson also took issue with the 
timing of the study, which hoped 
to recruit students during Sum-
mer Term’s exam period. Musson 
commented that “when prescribed 
sertraline through the usual chan-
nels doctors and experts specifically 
recommend not starting the medi-
cation right before a time such as 
an exam period”. NHS information 
also notes that those taking sertra-
line for panic attacks may find that 
symptoms can worsen during the 
first few weeks of treatment. 

Musson also noted that those 
selected may not have consented to 
this use of their data. One student, 
who wished to remain anonymous, 
said: “firstly there are privacy con-
cerns...secondly there are real medi-
cal concerns given that the students 
targeted may have experienced de-
pressive symptoms but those symp-
toms may have stemmed from an-
other mental illness for which this 
medication would be unsuitable. I 
am deeply worried that such a letter 
was allowed to be sent out”.

A University spokesperson 

commented: “there have been very 
few studies into the value of these 
medications for people with lower 
severity or stress-related symptoms. 
The NHS urgently needs more 
research into this topic and has 
funded the largest ever UK study of 
antidepressants for lower severity 
symptoms. NHS patients in 23 GP 
practices across Yorkshire are invit-
ed to participate in the study if their 
GP thinks this might be of interest. 

“We want as many people as 
possible to have the opportunity to 
participate in this research and we 
see no reason why students should 
be denied this opportunity since 
this would be unfair and arguably 
discriminatory. The study has been 
designed and is managed to the 
highest standards with full ethical 
approval from the NHS, and the 
team that runs it includes people 
with experience of depression or 
low mood. All invitations to join 
are accompanied by an information 
sheet with a comprehensive list of 
possible side effects, we discuss any 
concerns about them with potential 
participants before they consent to 
join the study, no one is ever put 
under any pressure to join, partici-
pants can change their minds at any 
point, we monitor their progress 
and have 24-hour access to the un-
blinding service.”
Nouse has been asked not to 

contact Unity Health, but are of 
course happy to receive a statement.

NOUSE STAFF were the subject of 
an attack in Tang Hall during the 
late hours of 2 June. Police were 
called to Sgt. Pepper on Melrosegate 
at around midnight following the 
attack. The incident occurred when 
seven members of staff came into 
contact with a group of local young 
people who were already present on 
Melrosegate. 

It is estimated that there were 
around 20 young people outside of 
Sgt. Pepper before the attack, many 
of whom participated.

During the incident several of 
the victims suffered head injuries. 
Two of those victims were taken to 

York Hospital by ambulance in the 
early hours of 3 June with possible 
concussions. They were later dis-
charged, with one diagnosed with a 
possible broken rib.

“I just never thought that it 
would escalate that quickly” one 
student commented after the attack, 
“As soon as punches got thrown I 
ran straight into the takeaway shop, 
called the police and waited inside 
till it all calmed down. I thought for 
a moment to go outside and fight 
back, but there were just too many 
of them”. They added “I can’t say I 
feel incredibly safe walking home 
through Tang Hall now”.

Another student who suffered 
the attack said: “We were trying to 
walk away when someone came up 
behind me and punched me round 
the side of the head. After that it 
deteriorated very quickly, I tried to 

calm them down but they kept on 
hitting me, I tried to retreat down 
the road but got tripped and then 
there were several of them around 
me kicking me on the floor”. They 
added: “I don’t think any of us hit 
back at all, eventually we escaped 
up the road and called the police”. 

A University spokesperson 
commented: “The safety and secu-
rity of our students is of paramount 
importance. Anyone feeling vul-
nerable should remain vigilant, try 
to stay with friends and report any 
concerns to the local authorities. We 
would encourage students to raise 
concerns with University Security 
and seek support from campus sup-
port services if affected.”

The North Yorkshire police 
have confirmed that an investiga-
tion into the incident is currently 
ongoing.
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Nouse staff attacked outside Tang Hall takeaway
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The University library has offered 
to lend out picnic blankets to stu-
dents wishing to enjoy the, admit-
tedly sporadic, sunshine. Students 
wishing to access the blankets must 
leave their student cards at recep-
tion. It is unclear whether these are 
the same blankets handed out dur-
ing exams season for warmth.

York Pride dazzles and delights

The York Taster Festival finished its 
weekend run on Sunday. The fes-
tival saw Parliament Street taken 
over by stalls selling a variety of out-
landish foodstuffs, including Indian 
street food, pulled pork favourites 
and Instagram friendly Hong Kong 
egg waffles, alongside York favour-
ites like the Chili Jam Man.

The annual York Pride took place 
on Saturday, with a march from the 
Minster down towards the Race-
course. The march saw drag acts 
perform on a sound stage, and an 
afterparty in Mansion. The high-
light was perhaps a pre-recorded 
message from Sir Ian McKellen, 
greeted with cheers from the crowd.

Picnics at the library York food festival flourishes Anne Frank exhibit opens

The library has opened a tempo-
rary exhibition detailing the life 
and works of Anne Frank. The 
exhibits, in the library lobby, in-
clude a number of posters provid-
ing a chronology of her life. One 
student commented: “It was an 
emotional experience, I was al-
most crying by the end of it”.

The Sgt. Pepper takeaway on Melrosegate, where the attack took place
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A PILOT PROJECT to be imple-
mented for upcoming graduation 
ceremonies offers four graduat-
ing students the chance to give a 
speech, alongside attending hon-
orary graduates.

The students will represent 
the Class of 2017 by delivering an 
“aspirational and inspirational” 
speech, before graduands are in-
vited to accept their degrees.

The opportunity comes as 
the number of gradu-
ation ceremonies have 
increased in recent years 
in order to accommodate the 
growing number of gradu-
ands attending the Uni-
versity’s January and July 
ceremonies. The number 
of ceremonies to be held 
has now reached 19 per 
year, with 12 to be 
held in July and 
a further five in 
January.

Ty p i c a l l y, 
each gradua-
tion ceremony 
has one honor-
ary graduate 
attending in 
order to deliver 
a brief speech. 
Due to the in-

creased number of ceremonies and 
in order to the preserve the qual-
ity of speeches, the University is 
extending an invitation to students 
to share the stage with the presid-
ing stage party, and express their 
thoughts on their experience at the 
University of York.

Previous honorary graduates 
to speak at graduation ceremonies 
include Helen Fielding, author 
of the Bridget Jones series, Sally 
Wainwright, a York alumni and 
BAFTA award-winning screen-
writer of the BBC’s Happy Val-
ley, and ex-England manager Roy 
Hodgson.

Student President Millie 
Beach commented: 

“I’m really excited 
that the Univer-

sity have taken the 
opportunity to create a 
role of ‘student orator’ 
at our July graduation 
ceremonies. This is a 
really great oppor-
tunity for students 
to reflect on their 

time at York and 
celebrate their 
success with 
their friends. 
I know the 
s a b b a t i c a l 
team are all 
very jeal-
ous that we 
missed the 
o p p o r t u -
nity!”

Confusion faces students left 
to wait on family housing
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THE UNIVERSITY library makes 
thousands of pounds through fin-
ing students every year, a Nouse in-
vestigation has found. Figures from 
a  freedom of information request 
show that in the period September 
2012 – May 2017, the library has 
made £170 640 from fine payments 
made against overdue items. 

In the last three years, a total of 
6216 individual library accounts in-
curred fines: roughly equivalent to 
half of all undergraduate students 
currently enrolled at the University. 
From September of 2016 through 
to 30 April 2017, 2309 accounts 
have already received fines (almost 
equalling the number of accounts 
fined in the entirety of the previous 
academic year – 2436). This year 
therefore appears to be on target 
to raise a similar annual return of 
around £30 000.

According to the library, all of 
the cash from late fines is “reinvest-
ed in the library collections budget”, 

but some believe that given the in-
creasing financial pressure on stu-
dents, the extent of the fines seems 
excessive. One History student told 
Nouse “I think it’s unreasonable that 
the library is profiting this much 
by punishing us. I get there has to 
be a way of them ensureing books 
get brought back on time, but does 
it really have to squeeze this much 
money out of students?”

Though thousands of people 
are charged every year, there is no 
record kept of the number of fees 
that are waived. Given the number 
of accounts that are automatically 
penalised annually, it appears likely 
that the cash value of waived fees 
would also be a substantial figure. 
It also appears that the number of 
fines is not increasing. Despite rises 
in student numbers - in 2012/13, for 
example, the total amount raised 
from fines was a whopping £57 462 
– nearly double that of the total of 
2015/16. It is also worth noting that 
while the overall aggregate sum that 
the library receives from fines is 
large, the average student only paid 
£12.75 last year.

A University spokesperson 
commented: “The flexible loans 

model was developed in collabora-
tion with students who felt it ap-
propriate to have some penalties in 
place to encourage return of items 
in high demand. Fines are imposed 
on overdue Key Texts and laptop 
loans, as competition for these re-
sources is naturally high, and on any 
flexible loan items which have been 
reserved by another customer which 
are not returned when requested.

“The level of fines incurred is 
dependent on the behaviour of the 
community. Where customers have 
any problems in returning items 
they are asked to get in touch with 
us so we can see how we might help. 
Fines income also includes money 
paid for lost books. Fines income 
goes directly into the budget for li-
brary collections, so helps us to pur-
chase more books.”

Over the past 12 months chari-
table contributions have been made 
to Book Aid International, MIND, 
YuCycle among others. The fine 
income has dropped from £57 642 
(2012/13) since the flexible loans 
model was introduced and we keep 
the model under constant review to 
ensure it remains fit for purpose for 
our users.”

Library fines rake in thirty thousand pounds a year

‘Student Orators’ to 
speak for graduates

STUDENTS WITH dependants  
have been confounded in their ef-
forts to apply for family housing on 
campus, after confusion regarding 
the accommodation services wait-
ing list. Calls for an increase in fami-
ly housing have been ignored on the 
pretext that waiting lists do not im-
ply high demand, but according to 
students and members of the Grad-
uate Student Association students 
are being turned away without be-
ing offered a waiting list place.

GSA Vice-President Kate Ste-
phenson told Nouse: “The GSA has 
been raising the issue of a lack of 
available family housing on campus 
for the last two years and we are 
consistently told that there is no de-
mand for extra housing of this kind. 
We are, however, regularly contact-
ed by students with dependents who 
are really struggling to find some-
where to live in York. 

“The University seems to be 
taking its figures for demand for 
family housing from a waiting list 
held by the Accommodation Office 
but students who contact the office 
are not offered the opportunity to be 
added to the waiting list, on raising 
this disconnect, we have been told 
that it might be a ‘training issue’. 
Really, what we’d like to see is great-
er transparency on the processes 

followed alongside some work into 
the real demand for family housing. 
This would then be able to properly 
inform the University’s strategic 
building plan which is being drawn 
up at the moment.”

As of September, there were 
870 students with dependants, with 
around 40-50 houses allocated to 
family accommodation on campus. 
Students have struggled to find ap-
propriate housing using private let-
ting agents, complaining of a lack 
of University support. In the family 
network Facebook group, a student 
commented: “finding housing for 
me and my son was INCREDIBLY 
difficult...more has to be done to 
help home students find accommo-
dation off campus”. 

A student landlord comment-

ed: “I was told [by the University] 
to advertise with YorProperty, but it 
does not have a special section for 
student families...I feel personally 
let down by the University”.

A University spokesperson 
commented: “We have a family allo-
cation policy which gives priority to 
new international students. There 
has been a decline in the number of 
students applying and as a result 13 
families are able to stay in their Uni-
versity house for 2017/18. There was 
an occasion when a continuing stu-
dent inquired about family accom-
modation and was not invited to ap-
ply. They were put onto the waiting 
list as soon as we were made aware.  
As we are not yet in a position to 
assist continuing students, the stu-
dent has not been disadvantaged.”

Amelia Clarke
NEWS EDITOR

Dan Hall
DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

IMAGE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

IMAGE:  GRAHAM ROAD SURGERY

Luke Rix-Standing
EDITOR

IMAGE: DAN POWELL

IMAGE: WIKIPEDIA



CENTRAL HALL is getting a mul-
ti-million pound overhaul, with the 
first stage of the three-year plan get-
ting underway in earnest last May. 

Engineering company Britcon 
has been appointed to revamp the 
campus relic. The 10-week project 
consists of a general upgrade of 
the electrical and mechanical in-
frastructures, the removal of asbes-
tos, and replacing all the windows 
with curtain walls - justified as the 
improvement of energy efficiency 
within the building.

However,  there have been 
concerns over the 
impact the renno-
vations could have 
on student soci-
eties, especially 
those like Central 
Hall Music Society 
that rely on using 
the space for perfor-
mances.

Student President Millie 
Beach commented: “YUSU have 
been actively involved in en-
suring that the renova-

tions to Central Hall are done in the 
interest of students and our student 
groups. Our societies, and in par-
ticular our music and performance 
societies, have suffered dispropor-
tionately from the closure, and we 
will continue to ensure that the Uni-
versity is made aware of just how 
valuable these societies are, and 
what a loss they would be to campus 
if they chose to perform elsewhere.

“We have specifically requested 
to be involved in the process moving 
forward and hope that consultation 
is being taken seriously as the ren-
ovations will have a huge 
impact on societies and 
students.”

A Uni-

versity spokesperson elaborated on 
the plans:”The first phase of work 
in 2017 is now approaching comple-
tion and will cost £900K. This first 
phase has focused on upgrading 
mechanical and electrical systems, 
removing asbestos and replacing 
the external glazing system.

“Future phases will see work 
to upgrade and improve lighting 
and ventilation in the auditorium, 
improved accessibility, refurbished 
and renewed seating throughout 
the auditorium, new staging, recon-

figuration of the concourse/
main entrance space and 

all round uplift of dé-
c o r , fixtures and 

fittings.”

raising of tuition fees.
It was proposed that YUSU 

should support the campaign, de-
spite the SU having put both afore-
mentioned issues to referendum in 
the past. 

Last year, the vote for YUSU 
to support the campaign for free 
education failed to reach quorum, 
and this year’s NSS boycott refer-
endum saw a majority against the 
idea.

The proposal for an Interfaith 
Officer, also led by Smithies, came 
under the heaviest criticism dur-
ing the consultation process.

Former York Vision editor 
Jonathan van Kuijk, who put for-
ward his opposition to the motion 
during the consultation process, 
commented that it “seems obvious 
that religious students have just as 
much representation as any other 
student. There is no reason why we 
would especially require extra rep-
resentation when faith societies do 
such a good job already.”

YUSU’s Policy Coordinator, 
Jack Harvey, commented: “It was 
brilliant to receive so much feed-
back from networks, committees 
and, most of all, individual stu-
dents. Though it made for a long 

evening of collating feedback, 
the plurality of opinions, many of 
which were expressed clearly and 
thoughtfully, helps the PRG take 
more views and ideas into account 
when making its decisions.

“I hope to work with YUSU to 
encourage more students to sub-
mit their ideas for change.”

YUSU President Millie Beach 
echoed Harvey’s sentiments: “Dur-

ing this policy cycle, we received 
far more feedback than is typical, 
so I believe we have learned les-
sons in terms of communicating 
policy suggestions to students. 
Creating YUSU policy is one of the 
key ways that students can inspire 
change in the union, so we are ex-
cited that lots of people engaged 
and provided feedback. 

“The outcomes for the policy 
submissions are the results of the 
submissions by students, we’re 
happy that the system is robust 
and that it has produced these re-
sults.”
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Jaz Liddell takes top honour at Love York Awards

Central Hall rennovations 
to span two more years
Camilla Zurru
NEWS EDITOR

FORMER LGBTQ OFFICER Jaz 
Liddell took home the Outstanding 
Contribution to Student Life Award, 
at the annual Love York Awards cer-
emony in front of a packed Central 
Hall. The award recognises students 
who have “made a positive and sig-
nificant impact to students’ lives” 
and “made meaningful and last-
ing developments in their areas of 
work”.

After a short film containing 
heartfelt tributes from many of their 
fellow students, an emotional Lid-
dell took to the stage amid raptur-
ous applause, thanking their friends 
and colleagues and praising the 
progress made by the liberation and 
transgender networks.

Speaking to Nouse, Liddell 
commented: “I’m so grateful to the 
people who nominated and sup-
ported me. I sincerely hope that the 
number of LGBTQ and other libera-
tion network members nominated 
has raised awareness of the fantastic 
work being done.”

The Love York Awards are 
an annual event to recognise the 
achievements of York students in 14 
distinct categories, such as Commit-
tee of the Year, Society of the Year, 

and the Outstanding Leadership 
Award. In each category, a panel of 
judges determined a winner and up 
to two highly commendeds, though 
only the winners were asked to 
make a speech.

The crowd were entertained 
throughout by the wit and wisdom 
of host presenter Rob McLough-
lin OBE, a broadcaster and York 
alumnus, who  has presented for 
ITV and BBC Radio Five Live. His 
journalistic talent and humour were 
on display throughout as he played 
the crowd (for the most part) effort-
lessly. “Oh come on”, he quipped af-
ter one particular joke fell flat, “I’m 
doing this for free!”

Adding to the atmosphere were 
a three-piece band who played every 
winner up to the podium with an 
eclectic mix of recognisable hits, 
including ‘All by Myself ’ by Eric 
Carmen and the Star Wars Impe-
rial March. One unfortunate highly 
commended nominee was serenad-
ed to the stage by ABBA’s ‘The Win-
ner Takes It All’.

Perhaps the moment of the 
night came when the recently es-
tablished University of York Memes 
were presented with the Entrepe-
neaurship and Innovation Award 
by Head of Employability Tom Ban-
ham, drawing adulation and deri-
sion in equal measure from the as-
sembled crowd. The judges noted in 
particular their “innovative meth-

ods...in raising awareness” and the 
success of their recent ‘goose safety 
talk’.

Other winners included the 
University of York Womens’ Rugby 
Club for their campaign against sex-
ual abuse and sexual violence,  and 
Elliott Duke for his work on Night-
Safe, DanceSoc took home Society 
of the Year, while the James JCRC 
won Committee of the Year.

Overall YUSU can reflect on 
a successful night: the event ran 
smoothly, the crowd were suitably 
entertained, and the evening cel-
ebrated a wide roster of deserving 
winners. On leaving the event, York 
Award regulars compared it favour-
ably to the previous year: “last year 
was a bit of a drag”, commented one 
student, “this year was much, much 
better”.

YUSU Activities Officer Alex 
Lusty commented: “It’s great to be 
able to celebrate all the fantastic 
activities our students engage in. 
Students’ contributions to the local 
community are all too often over-
looked, so we’re very happy that we 
were able to highlight the positive 
impact of the student community.

“Among tough competition Jaz 
stood out as a nominee as they’ve 
made huge difference to student 
experience, really driven the unions 
equality and diversity agenda and 
made tangible difference to life at 
York.”

Luke Rix-Standing
EDITOR

Vote to be held on 
new role in YUSU
 >>> Continued from front 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF York’s col-
lective The Northern Youth hosted 
a fashion show in Ron Cooke Hub 
on June 9th to raise funds for York 
Mind. 

The show, entitled Final 
Threads, hosted 6 design brands 
and 8 individual designers from the 
University of York. The event sold 
100 tickets and was entirely run by 
students.

The brands displayed in the 
show were Simpleboy Clothing, 
POWER Clothing 

The University of York student 
designers displaying their work 
in the show included John James, 
Sophie Lincoln, Minnie Peck, Orla 
Lavery, Fola Oki, Timothy Sonuga 
and Hamza Ali. 

Some of the pieces from the 
show were displayed in Ron Cooke 
Hub’s 3Sixty space, a four-walled 
projection room designed for im-
mersive and cohesive full-room 
projection. These pieces were also 
available for sale in order to also 
raise funds for the York branch of 
the mental health charity Mind.

The fashion show was followed 
by an after party held at Fibbers 
by Drop. The night was due to be 
headlined by Novelist, who unfor-
tunately cancelled before the night 
went ahead.

The show was a more intimate 
affair than The Northern Youth’s 
first fashion show last year, which 
featured a talk by Editor-in-Chief of 
Vogue Anna Wintour and Guardian 
editor Katherine Viner. Last year’s 
show raised £30,000 for charities 
Refugee Action York and the Xavier 
Project. 

FROM THE FIFTEENTH to the 
nineteenth of May, YUSU ran The 
Retreat @ Alcuin. Taking place 
from 9pm to 3am, the service pro-
viding free toast, fruit and bever-
ages. Part of the Keep Your Cool 
initiative, the intention was for a 
place to take breaks away from the 
stressful environment of the library 
during exams, providing healthier 
nutritional alternatives to the cam-
pus vending machines.

Despite their wish to initially 
keep it going for two weeks provi-
sionally, it was cancelled after only 
one. Dom Smithies, YUSU’s Com-

munity and Well-being Officer, cit-
ed its financial losses as a reason on 
a Facebook post, calling it “surpris-
ingly costly” to provide the food with 
over £200 being spent on bread.

Smithies was keen to look on 
the bright side, however, stating 
that it was “a blast” and thank-
ing everyone for their positive re-
sponses. He also wrote that “there 
is clearly not only a need, but quite 
a large demand here”, for overnight 
provisions across exam season, es-
timating 500 users of The Kitchen 
over the week - 400 of them unique 
visitors and not repeat guests.

Smithies is now lobbying 
YUSU, along with Commercial 
Services, to repeat the scheme next 
year. On Facebook, he told students 
that he “hope[s] you all engage ac-
tively with next year’s Officers to 

see if they can do something for the 
entire duration of the assessment 
period”, offering ideas on how to in-
crease funding in the future.

Smithies ended his post by en-
couraging us to “demand more”, 
using YUSU as a mouthpiece, as 
“that’s what [they]’re here for.”

YUSU President Millie Beach 
commented: “We’re always eager to 
do anything we can to support stu-
dents during stressful exam seasons 
so it’s something next year’s officers 
will consider. Having said that, pro-
jects like these are expensive to run, 
so we are currently exploring alter-
native funding models.”

A University spokesperson 
added that the University “would be 
keen to speak to YUSU officers if we 
can assist with similar plans for next 
year.”
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Charity fashion show lights 
up York’s  Festival of Ideas
Amelia Clarke
NEWS EDITOR

‘The Retreat’ set to return for next year’s exam season
IMAGE: MARIA KALINOWSKA

fairly accepted at big, post-exams 
blowout events like Big D. I saw 
loads of people evidently on drugs, 
I’m just not sure why people are 
surprised.” One student even ad-
mitted to having taken cocaine 
themselves, at the event.

Despite anecdotal reports, 
the Derwent Assistant Head of 
College has assured Nouse that no 
drugs were found at the event.

It is not the first time that 
campus drug use has found itself 
in the spotlight in recent years. 
Last year a Nouse poll found that 
more than a third of students said 
that they had been offered drugs 
on campus, while a Nouse investi-
gation in 2008 found traces of co-
caine in various locations around 
campus, sparking a police probe.

YUSU President Millie Beach 
commented: “Concerns about 
drug abuse have come to our at-
tention and we are working with 
Derwent College and the JCRC to 
ensure measures are taken for any 
future events on campus.

“The University and the Un-

ion has a zero tolerance approach 
towards drug abuse and we urge 
any students concerned about 
drug use or dependency to contact 
support services.

“I would be negligant to turn 
a blind eye to such an important 
issue, which is why YUSU is being 
proactive.”

A University spokesperson 
commented: “The University has 
a zero tolerance policy to drug use. 
Substance misuse contributes to 
unacceptable behaviour and may 
result in disciplinary action and 
police involvement.

“We are not aware of any se-
curity reports logged with the 
University security team alleging 
drug use at Big D. However, if 
information is brought to our at-
tention we will act in accordance 
with University policy. YUSU, the 
College and JCRC will continue 
to work together while planning 
future events to ensure our zero 
tolerance approach is understood. 

“If anyone has information 
about drug use on campus they 
should contact Security or their 
Assistant Head of College.”

 >>> Continued from front 
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The SABBs: A Year in Review
With their tenure in YUSU drawing to a close, we asked YUSU President Millie Beach, Academic Officer

Tamaki Laycock, and Activities Officer Alex Lusty about their achievements and regrets
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OUTGOING ACTIVITIES officer 
Alex Lusty spoke to Nouse with re-
gards to some of the last-minute re-
forms he has worked on this term in 
the hope of defining his legacy.

The initiatives include bringing 
all media societies together under 
one ‘Media Committee’, bringing 
about separate representatives for 
‘International’ and ‘Faith’ societies, 
and allowing societies to sell custom-
ised merchandise through YorShop.

Much of this final push has been 
the result of a year-long process, ac-
cording to Lusty. Reflecting on his 
time as Editor of campus satire mag-
azine The Lemon Press, he described 
York as “the Fleet Street of student 
media”, but added that it needed a 
“bolder presence” on campus.

“I want York to feel like it’s a 
media campus,” Lusty commented. 
“There are brilliant opportunities for 
collaboration right across the board. 
For example, Nouse is brilliant at 
breaking and reporting on new sto-
ries, but why not have YSTV use that 
material to deliver it on TV screens 
across campus?”

Most recently, an agreement 
was formalised within the Media 
Committee for multimedia socie-
ties (YSTV, URY and PhotoSoc) to 
receive more funding in return  for 
other media societies being able to 
use their equipment on occasion.

The separation of media socie-
ties from the wider Societies Com-
mittee has, through the removal of 
its Media Representative, allowed 
for the division of ‘Faith & Relation-
ship Representative’ into ‘Faith Rep-
resentative’ and ‘International Rep-

resentative’ to fill the space.
Further to boosting society pres-

ence on campus, Lusty hopes that 
societies will be able to design their 
own clothing items and sell them 
through an online store, delivered 
via YorShop, by Freshers’ week this 
year. He described this as a move to 
“boost the brand image” of various 
societies, and denounced the current 
process societies have to go through 
to acquire merchandise as “a night-
mare”.

Regarding his relationship with 
the National Union of Students 
(NUS), Lusty alluded to a change of 
heart. While acknowledging that he 
was elected as Activities Officer on 
a “pro-free speech, anti-NUS” plat-
form, he praised the newly elected 
NUS president, Shakira Martin, for 
being a “moderate” and, being a sin-
gle mother, “an example of the em-
powerment of education”.

“If, hypothetically, I had to vote 
in another referendum on NUS af-
filiation next week, I’d probably ab-
stain,” Lusty stated. “I have no inter-
est in bringing up the issue again. 
Unless moderates start getting 
kicked out from the NUS, we should 
give it a chance.”

Lusty did, however, call for the 
NUS to shift the focus of its cam-
paigning away from the issue of free 
education, which he called “the bee 
in its bonnet”, towards increasing the 
maintenance loan. He argues that 
the costs of rent and food are “the 
main things that deter people from 
higher education”. 

Lusty is due to be replaced as 
Activities Officer by Mikey Collin-
son, current Chair of the Pantomime 
Society. While his successor has not 
held office within a student media 
organisation, Lusty hopes to bring 
him up to speed with the structures 
of the student media community.

OUTGOING YUSU President 
Millie Beach is due to step down 
from her position as former Der-
went chair Alex Urquhart is set to 
take over. Reflecting on her time 
as a sabbatical officer, she jokes 
that her greatest achievement has 
been “actually making it to the end 
of the year!”

“Nah, I’m just kidding,” Beach 
added, speaking to Nouse. “I think 
one of my big, outward-facing 
achievements has been the ‘Your 
Campus Needs You’ campaign. It’s 
allowed us to lobby the University 
for changes and it’s been great to 
see a brand new project through 
from start to finish.”

In terms of her greatest frus-
trations of the last year, Beach 

cited the “really negative stigma 
from some parts of the local com-
munity that students only care 
about themselves.”

She commented: “It’s really 
not true, and the University and 
student population make huge 
contributions to the local econo-
my, volunteering numbers, charity 
income, community events etc. It’s 
really frustrating when you listen 
to a lot of complaints from people 
in York and actually just want to 
be like: look at all the incredible 
things our students already do!”

When asked if there was, in 
hindsight, an issue she would go 
back and campaign on, Beach said 
she had “quite a detailed plan set 
out for some cross-union collabo-
rative work on international stu-
dent experience and fees in quite 
an anti-immigration climate.

“While I’ve been able to start 
and support some projects that 
improve international students’ 

experience, there’s still a long way 
to go and I didn’t really have the 
chance to get into the project,” 
Beach remarked.

Finally, Nouse put to Beach 
the question of whether she’d ac-
tually enjoyed being a SABB. Far 
from giving a direct answer, she 
described being a SABB as “a lit-
tle bit like being on a rollercoaster, 
while wearing a blindfold, with 
lots of people sharing their opin-
ions about the rollercoaster with 
you and expecting you to change 
the rollercoaster ride while you’re 
all on it.”

Beach continued: “It’s a tough 
job in some respects but it has been 
such an amazing experience, filled 
with massive highs, a few crashes, 
some incredible meetings, great 
support and many, many lessons 
learned.

“I would not have changed 
it for the world but I am ready to 
sleep for a few months.”

Outgoing President “ready 
to sleep for a few months”

Lusty’s last-minute 
reforms as SABB
Finn Judge
DEPUTY EDITOR

Finn Judge
DEPUTY EDITOR

Tamaki outlines her legacy 
on inclusion and diversity

SPEAKING TO NOUSE, Tamaki 
Laycock looks back on her time 
at YUSU as Academic Officer, the 
campaigns she has run and the 
projects she has implemented. 

In terms of accessibility, Tam-
aki has worked with the library to 
bring in loanable coloured over-
lays, and consults with YUSU’s 
Disabled Students Officer before 
meetings about building projects 
to ensure that accessibility is a pri-
ority.

Additionally, she launched 
the Liberation Survey, which she 
took to the University Teaching 
Committee to bring diversity and 
inclusion to academic policy.

Returning to the campaign 
Why is My Curriculum White? is 
one way that Tamaki wishes she 
could have further tackled issues of 
diversity during her time at YUSU. 
“Especially with the departmen-
tal contacts that I have now,” she 

said, “I can see how much more I 
could’ve put together reading lists 
and really work on a campaign 
that got students to question their 
own knowledge”. 

According to Tamaki, getting 
the student voice heard depends 
on the department. “Some crave 
student feedback like no other and 
want to do more and want to do 
better, and actively create more 

opportunities for students to talk 
to people.” she says, while other 
departments are more reluctant.

But ultimately, Tamaki says, 
“it’s about actions. What will you 
do with that student’s idea? Do 
you listen, but then say it wouldn’t 
be possible? I think there could 
always be more push in some de-
partments for changes to be made 
for the benefit of students”.

Amelia Clarke
NEWS EDITOR
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UNIVERSITY TUITION FEES are 
still set to rise to £9250 a year for 
new students from this September 
due to the recent general election 
returning Theresa May’s Conserva-
tive Party to government, albeit a 
minority one that is due to rely on 
a ‘confidence and supply’ arrange-
ment with the rightwing Northern 
Irish Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP).

In July 2016, Universities Min-
ister Jo Johnson announced a rise in 
fees from £9000 to £9250 for both 
new and current students, although 
the University of York confirmed be-
fore the start of the current academ-
ic year that current students’ fee rate 

will remain the same for the dura-
tion of their study. Fees were also set 
to rise with inflation in subsequent 
years, with higher fees linked to a 
higher level to teaching, although 
most universities are expected to be 
able to charge the higher fees.

Future tuition fee rates were 
cast into doubt in the recent elec-
tion, with Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn promising to abolish them 
completely, in a direct appeal to 
younger voters by his party. The 
proposals, which included the re-
introduction of maintenance grants 
for the poorest students, were 
costed in Labour’s manifesto at 
£11.2bn, around a quarter of La-
bour’s planned increased spending 
proposals, with Mr Corbyn also dis-
cussing looking into writing off the 
debt of graduates. 

The plans came under fire 
from some however, with the Con-
servatives claiming that “there isn’t 

a magic money tree” to pay for the 
plans.

However, due to Labour’s elec-
tion loss, the Conservatives are ex-
pected to continue with their plans 
to increase fees, which only effects 
students in England, as education is 
a devolved matter for the other na-
tions. 

In Northern Ireland, where the 
DUP were until recently the major-
ity partner in the administration 
before its collapse alongside the re-
publican Sinn Fein, home students 
are charged £4030. Welsh home 
students are charged £9000, with 
the first £4046 coming from a re-
payable loan, and the remainder 
from a grant. 

This is a similar figure to Welsh 
students studying in England, who 
can apply for a repayable loan of 
£4296, with the remaining balance 
being paid from a grant. Scottish 
home students pay no fees.

Oscar Bentley
NEWS REPORTER

AN EXCLUSIVE EXIT POLL con-
ducted by Nouse has revealed the 
extent to which young people were 
responsible for Labour’s surge last 
Thursday - and just how divided the 
constituency of York Outer is.

The survey, conducted outside 
the polling station in V-Bar, gained 
a sample size of 200 students who 
voted there. It revealed that, of this 
sample, 71 per cent voted for York 
Outer’s Labour candidate, Luke 
Charters-Reid, with the Liberal 
Democrats pushed into third place 
behind the Conservatives.

This is in contrast to the wider 
constituency result where, despite 
an 11.9 per cent boost in Labour’s 
overall vote share, Corbyn’s party 
fell 8,289 votes behind incumbent 
Tory MP Julian Sturdy. 

Were the results on campus to 
have been replicated across York 
Outer, however, Labour would have 
won a majority of 34 743.

It is currently being reported 
that 72 per cent of 18 to 24 year olds 
voted in this year’s general election 
- the highest youth turnout since 
1992. Furthermore, if true, this 
would be the first election since re-
cords began in 1964 in which turn-
out among young people was higher 
than the national average.

As such, it is currently being 
touted that much of Labour’s addi-
tional 3 527 681 votes at this elec-
tion, taking their national vote share 
from 30.4 per cent to 40.0 per cent, 
came from the young. 

This conclusion would largely 
be supported by the evidence gath-
ered outside V-Bar on polling day.

On the other hand, the Liberal 
Democrats appeared to be punished 
at times by the insurgent student 
vote - despite managing a net gain 
of four seats. In the Nouse exit poll, 
they were beaten to third place by 
a single percentage point behind 
the Conservatives, and this may go 
some way to explain why Nick Clegg 
lost his seat.

The former Deputy PM, whose 
Sheffield Hallam constituency is 
heavily populated by students, was 
beaten by Labour’s Jared O Mara, 
who overturned Clegg’s 2353 vote 
lead into his own lead of 2125. 
However, Labour’s gain in the seat 
has been a long process since 2010, 
when Clegg infamously went back 
on his promise of free university 
education.

It can therefore be said that, 
where given the choice of opposi-
tion, students are heading in their 
droves towards Labour. None of the 
eight Liberal Democrat gains were 
sourced from Labour seats, with 
the only Lib Dem gains in England 
coming from Conservative incum-
bents where the party had lost those 
seats to the Tories in 2015.

As for Conservative support 
among student voters, it was never 
likely that a party that has seem-
ingly embraced a hard Brexit would 
attract 18-24 year olds, 75 per cent 
of whom voted to remain in the Eu-
ropean Union. Although Theresa 
May’s party may now have to re-
think its Brexit strategy, garnering 
youth support was never part of the 
plan.

One thing is clear: the political 
rulebook has been torn up. Young 
people, previously considered to be 
disenfranchised, have become a for-
midable political force. It may only 
be a matter of time before beliefs 
on rent caps and free education be-
come centrist political arguments.

Campus exit poll shows 71 per cent back Labour
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Tuition fees set to rise under new government

Universities Minister Jo Johnson is set to continue his plans for the TEF
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EU nationals living in Britain 
tread in a strange hinterland. 
They do not feel too far re-

moved from British culture due to 
their mainland European origins. 
However, last year’s referendum left 
many EU nationals feeling ambigu-
ous about their position in society. 

The obvious problems that 
arise are ones of uncertainty re-
garding their status post Brexit and 
whether they will be able to con-
tinue living their life as before. To 
those unaware, the EU allows for 
any EU nationals to make a home in 
any EU country without the formal-
ity of a visa to allow the ‘freedom 
of movement’, which is one of the 
main principles of the EU. What-
ever reasons there were for people 
to vote to leave the EU, the rheto-

ric of the campaign was very much 
anti-immigration. For people who 
have lived here for over ten years, 
this rhetoric is something that made 
them feel unwelcome in their own 
home.

The suggestion that many offer 
as a solution to this issue is for the 
immigrants just to get citizenship. 
The amount of times, as an EU na-
tional, I’ve been met with a shock 
when I said that I do not possess 
citizenship despite living in the UK 
since I was 9. 

It is not as if I do not want dual 
citizenship. In fact, I really do wish 
to have the security of knowing that 
I will always be able to come back 
to England and my family home 
during my life. Although I am Pol-
ish, my home and immediate family 
have been in England for the long-
est time. I see both countries as my 
home. I do not want to have to wor-
ry about my right to be able to come 
back when I leave England.  

However, in order to achieve 
British citizenship through natu-

ralisation, as of 18 March 2017, it 
costs £1236 for adults and £973 for 
anyone under 18. As an individual, 
among many other EU nationals, I 

simply do not have that much spare 
money laying about. Now, when we 
consider a whole family who live in 
the UK and wish to stay here per-
manently, the sum is more than 
considerable. Even those who are 
born in England but whose parents 
do not possess British citizenship, 
do not have the right to the citizen-
ship without a fee. These fees also 
apply to people who have finished 
school in the UK and therefore do 
not need to take a citizenship test. 

Let’s also think about any people 
who may have come to the UK for 
genuine economic reasons. How 
can they afford such a sum? 

Despite living here for 
most of my life, not pos-
sessing British citizenship 
means that I cannot vote 
in the General Elec-
tions or any referen-
dum. My family, as tax 
paying residents who 
contribute to society, 
do not have a say in 
any of the major de-
cisions of the govern-
ment. 

With the general 
election last week, 
I was frustrated 
that I could not 
vote on the 
future of 
the country 
that I feel 
a part of 
and the 
decisions 

that will affect me personally, just 
because I did not have over £1k. 

It is a different story for those 
people living in the UK temporar-

ily. However, for people 
who have lived here 

for a significant part 
of their life and for 
whom this country 
is their home, they 
are still made to 
feel like people 
who “only take 
advantage of the 
UK’s services” 
and are not as-
sets to their 
home country.

The University of York has 
failed its students when it 
comes to mental health provi-

sion. That’s the short of it at least, 
but allow me to explain why I think 
this is the case. I’ve studied here for 
the last three years, and have put a 
fair bit of work into mental health 
activism, but now that I’m about to 
graduate, I want to be able to tell 
you what I believe has happened at 
the University. 

First, some disclaimers: the 
University staff (on the most part) 
are fantastic. The Sabb team, the 
college teams, the nurses, doctors, 
and therapists are all great. What’s 
not so great is the University’s di-
minishing attitude towards a prob-
lem that is only growing in severity. 
The £500 000 allocated to mental 
health at the start of this year is nice, 
really nice in fact. 

And yet, in a somewhat bizarre 
attempt at PR, the University are 
refusing to publish the allocations 
of the spending, despite it being a 
three-year plan that will affect the 
well being of students for years to 
come. It’s unlikely that we’ll get an 
investment like this for possibly 
decades, and yet neither the stu-
dent body nor the student union 
has any idea where it’s going - the 
University is drip feeding us tid-bits 
of information, but nothing of any 

substance. 
That’s £500 000 that the Uni-

versity will spend with little to no 
scrutiny, because it will be too late 
to protest the implementations once 
they’ve released the information.

Which brings me on to my next 
point: the level of student consulta-
tion that went into the allocation of 
the £500 000? Little to none. 

After the completion of the 
Graham Report in March 2016, the 
University shortly announced its 
commitment to the spending. In a 
mere few months, the University 

has somehow been able to cost and 
allocate half a million pounds worth 
of spending, apparently in the best 
interest of students, perhaps with-
out stopping to think about the ac-
tual users of the service itself. This 
is a trend that has continued into 
recent months, as the University 
continues to prove its incompetency 
when it comes to mental health. 

Changes to the tutor system 
demonstrate a severe under appre-
ciation of the work that college tu-
tors do. With Open Door and Unity 
Health both under immense pres-

sure, the last thing that should be 
on the University’s mind would be 
cutting the front line services which 
are in place to deal with minor men-
tal health issues, forcing clinicians 
to deal with these problems, when 
they could be addressing students 
with severe issues.

This raises the question: why 
bother spending the £500 000 in 
the first place? The University’s re-
cord for mental health is far from 
stellar, with 50 per cent of ambu-
lance call outs being for self harm 
related incidents in 2015. 

Like I said - the money is great, 
and is more than needed. But with 
poorly though out policies, which I 
could write about for days, I genu-
inely fear that the difference it will 
make will be negated by poor deci-
sion making, and without student 
scrutiny, there’s little hope that this 
will change. Dom Smithies, YUSU 
Community and Wellbeing Officer 
wrote a blog post not so long ago on 
the progress made after the Graham 
Report. It detailed the improve-
ments made by the University a year 
on from the report, and it’s a little 
frightening. 

With only seven action points 
(which include things such as “at-
tendance at meetings” and “further 
development”) there seems to be lit-
tle substance to the progress made. 
It’s time now for awareness and 
activism groups to turn their focus 
to lobbying the University to make 
a difference. Students have the col-
lective power to influence these de-
cisions, and we must exercise that 
power.

University policy 
could negate the 
benefits of extra 
mental health 
funding

The University has failed on mental health

Cost should be no barrier to British citizenship

The University’s refusal to consult, or even undergo scrutiny from, the student body is a vast hindrance to its efforts

The expensive application for British citizenship leaves immigrants who grew up in the UK unfairly disenfranchised

”
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EU nationals have 
felt ambiguous 
about their place 
in society ”

Emma 
Underwood
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If we travelled back in time to 
1989, and showed a (presum-
ably startled) Tim Berners-Lee 

exactly what form his then foetal 
endeavours would one day take, I 
would wager good money that his 
response would be a full-on Space 
Odyssey-style gasp: My God, It’s 
Full Of Memes. 

Without being too disingenu-
ous, one might fancy that the hum-
ble image macro has thus far been 
the millennial generation’s great-
est contribution to civilisation. In-
deed, politically speaking, memes 
now occupy a significant place in 
popular discourse. The surreal 
brouhaha surrounding poor Pepe 
the Frog and his newfound status 
as an ‘emblem’ of white supremacy 
during the last US election exem-
plified how the left and the right 
have both staked their claim in this 
crossfire of in-jokes. On Facebook, 
pages range from ‘Reem Memes 
With A Right Wing Theme,’ to the 
semi-academic ‘De-Classcucking 
Memes for Commie Proles’ both is-
suing forth a seemingly inexhaust-
ible supply of satire, mockery, and 
plain silliness. 

But neither side is unaccus-
tomed to downright tastelessness, 
with some material joyfully making 
light of some of the worst atrocities 
in modern history. I am 
not attempting either 
to indulge in moralis-
tic finger wagging, or to 
schematise which side 
of the political spec-
trum is more guilty, 
as to take meme 
culture that seri-
ously would be 
an exercise in 
abject daft-
ness, but 
there is 
an alarm-
ing trend 
among pag-
es aligned 
with the 
hard left.

To defend 
or otherwise 
venerate the 
Stalinism of 
the U.S.S.R. 
is difficult, 
the Mao-
ism of the 
P.R.C. harder 
still, and the 
Juche of the 

D.P.R.K. virtually impossible, and 
yet I have seen it done multiple 
times. Memes that spout vari-
ous iterations of the phrase ‘The 
Kulaks Deserved It’, or in which 
Chairman Mao is revived in a man-
ner eerily reminiscent of his actual 
personality cult, seem to receive 
an alarmingly large and receptive 
audience. While the worst excesses 
of this trend may be buried deep 
in the bowels of threads on /r/Lat-
eStageCapitalism, immensely pop-
ular pages such as ‘Sassy Socialist 
Memes’ regularly disseminate sim-
ilar material. 

Of course, one can always 
argue that Mao, Hoxha and the 
rest of the gang are being lionized 
ironically, and that is part and par-
cel of meme culture. All very well 
I say, but to ironically act like a 
prick is still very much acting like 
a prick, and in fact counts as a mi-
nor historical obscenity when con-
sidering the actual legacy of these 
brutes. The right isn’t much better 
( just check out ‘Pinochet’s Dank 
Meme Stash’), but there seems to 
be an unnerving rule that celebrat-
ing those that directed the mass 
slaughter of millions is fair game 
for memeification as long as they 
opposed capitalism. There is no 
deification of Hitler and Mussolini, 
at least nothing approaching that 
proffered in the memes regularly 
shared by my peers. I once saw 
someone post a portrait of Stalin 
on my friend’s wall as part of their 
birthday wishes. I’m not sure even 
Eric Hobsbawm would want to be 
caught doing that, if he had Face-

book, and wasn’t dead. 
A Star Wars meme 

where Stalin takes the 
high ground over the Ku-
laks will be widely shared, 
maybe even faintly amus-

ing, but there should be a 
firm awareness that the event 

itself involved state-directed 
murder. Perhaps this is how the 

traditional student flirtation 
with the hard left takes its 

form nowadays, though as 
ever, it would be nice to see 
more of a sense of r e -
straint.

The memes of 
production aren’t 
for praising Stalin

Muslim students have done a lot in the last year - and it should stay that way

Stop romanticisng Soviet dictators with memes

We Muslims must keep 
reaching out on campus

Muslims are often criticised 
for staying within their 
own comfort-zones and 

not engaging with the wider com-
munity. I agree that it is important 
for Muslims to realise that, if things 
are going to change, they need to 
work for those causes along with 
other people. Yes, the authorities 
should pay attention to the needs 
of minorities, in every community, 
as it is always daunting for them to 
voice out their concerns. It does not 
release the minorities from their 
duty of working with the authori-
ties where there is room for collabo-
ration. The purpose of this article is 
to highlight the engagement of the 
Muslims with the wider communi-
ty of the university. I am personally 
very happy with the performance of 
the Muslim community this year in 
ensuring that we are active partici-
pants in the community norms.

The Islamic Society ensured 
that they do not only cater to the 
needs and demands of the Muslim 
students but also worked with oth-
er faith societies for an inter-faith 
event, international societies for 
the Charity Week campaign, rais-
ing around £1000 in 3 weeks. We 
worked with some academics and 

YUSU officers in raising awareness 
about the Counter-Terrorism strat-
egy Prevent. Doing all these things 
meant we were not only organis-
ing religious events but also charity 
and political events.

Moreover, since we previously 
lacked the medium to answer any 
criticisms of Islam, and wanted 
to raise our voice in response to 
rising anti-Islamic rhetoric, we 
worked with Nouse, whom we are 

extremely grateful to, to talk about 
important issues concerning Mus-
lims. Likewise, YUSU has been re-
ally cooperative with us in several 
issues for example consulting us 
when Tommy Robinson was invited 
and acknowledging the need for a 
bigger prayer room on the campus, 
to match the demands of growing 
number of Muslims. We have not 
done too badly on an individual ba-
sis as well having achieved follow-
ing accolades: University of York 
Islamic Society winning the most 
political ISOC award in the Fed-
eration of Student Islamic Societies 
(FOSIS) Northern Region’s awards; 

the ISOC being shortlisted for the 
committee of the year award; Ra-
sha Ibrahim being elected as the 
GSA President for two consecutive 
years; myself being elected as a 
part-time officer in YUSU; Aminah 
Amdelrahim the faith-representa-
tive in the societies committee for 
the year 17/18; Sara Arfan with a 
signatory role in OpenMinds York 
initiative; Hiba Raza and Maryam 
Essa with committee positions in 
International Students’ Associa-
tion; Muhammad Hussain Ali as a 
co-chair at the York MUN confer-
ence. I am sure there are a lot of 
other Muslims, whom I do not have 
knowledge of, involved in other 
activities and holding influential 
roles.

If you asked me, are Muslims 
engaging enough with the wider 
community in York, I would re-
spond “yes”. And yes we will not 
stop there, we will continue to try 
to be active members of the com-
munity and contribute in improv-
ing the efficiency of the society. 

This is what the YUSU Welfare 
Officer Dominic Smithies, whom 
we had a close contact over the 
year, said, “I’d definitely like to echo 
that conclusion – I’ve seen Mus-
lim students get very engaged in a 
wide variety of activities while at 
York. Now, more than ever, I think 
it’s important that they do stay en-
gaged, they do get involved in ac-
tivities and that we do everything 
to raise their voices.”

Has’san Suhail
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Now, more than 
ever, I think it is 
important to stay 
engaged ”
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As the  first woman YUSU 
president in roughly ten 
years, I’ve answered lots of 

gender-loaded questions: “are you 
a feminist?” “Are you a president 
who’s a woman, or a Woman Presi-
dent?” “Are you a role model for 
women?” Now I’m getting to the 
finish line, I think it’s fair that I do 
my best to answer these questions. 

My experience at YUSU has 
been positive. I’ve experienced little 
sexism at work and it’s been a privi-
lege to meet many inspiring people. 
For me, the University has also been 
good for gender equality. There are 
still challenges around the gender 
pay gap, women holding leader-
ship roles, and providing support 
for ALL genders, not just men and 
women. Despite this, York’s Senior 
Management Team is more gender 
balanced than others nationally and 
from conversations with women in 
leadership roles, there’s trust that 
they’re treated similarly to their 
male counterparts. 

Occasionally, things haven’t 
gone smoothly. This has proven to 
me that I’m a feminist. I’ve walked 
away from a gentleman at a din-
ner, called out inappropriate lan-
guage from a man in a meeting and 
looked at someone like I’d bite their 
hand off if they ever patted me on 

the head again. So the answer to the 
first question is yes: I am a feminist.

My most frustrating encounters 
with sexism this year have actually 
been from students. It was students 
who asked what underwear I wore 
to work. Students who insisted my 
gender dictated my throwing abil-
ity. A student team who approached 
me in a club and asked if I wanted 
to have sex with them. Students 
who responded to my refusals by in-
sisting I must be on my period. Stu-
dents have made more comments 
about my weight, makeup, and 

sexual orientation than my policies, 
views on mental health or feelings 
about the TEF. Are these experienc-
es because of my gender or my role? 
I have tried to not let my gender de-
fine my leadership, but actually oth-
er students have done that anyway. 
I have become a Woman President 
because I have had to defend myself 
against sexism and attacks and I 
have had to challenge them.

Am I a role model? While stu-
dent sexism has been prevalent this 
year, the sexist voice that’s hardest 
to ignore is my own. Even clothes 
are a challenge: finding skirts the 
right length, tops that don’t show 
too much cleavage, and shoes that 

are smart but not painful is a night-
mare. I feel pressure from myself 
and society to balance being young, 
and fun, with modest and smart. 
Life as a professional, public-facing 
woman is balanced on a knife edge. 
It’s a tipping scale of ‘thin enough 
to prevent judgement’ without sub-
scribing to fad diets, because you 
want to be a role model for others. 
It’s being unemotional enough to 
thrive in a male-heavy boardroom, 
while not hiding emotion complete-
ly as we must stop being ashamed 
of it. When asked about my career 
ambitions, I find myself softening 
my goals, derailing them with ‘but 
maybe not if I have children’ or ‘my 
boyfriend’s job is important’. Be-
ing a woman in the workplace is a 
confusing jumbled mess of self-set 
goals and society-set directions. 
I’ve tried to handle this year with 
humour and good judgements. To 
answer the final question: I hope 
women see me as a role model if 
they’re searching for one.   

Moving forward, it’s important 
that women continue to take on 
leadership roles (if they want to). 
It’s important that in future gen-
erations young women won’t have 
to search for female role models 
because they’ll be obvious. If we 
can get this right, future genera-
tions of women who want to thrive 
professionally won’t have the same 
conflicts that I’ve had to navigate. 
We need to lead by example, stop 
shaming women leaders, and, im-
portantly, we need everyone’s sup-
port in order for women to succeed.

I normally try to keep this col-
umn politics free, but let’s face 
it, at the moment I can prob-

ably make an exception. So – ding 
dong the wicked witch Theresa 
May is (almost) dead; Jesus Christ-
cum-Aslan-cum-Superman Jer-
emy Corbyn is poised to become 
Prime Minister at the next general 
election (calling it for October); 
when I was live-tweeting election 
night I got a little too sweary and 
our Editor Luke got mad at me.

The only person Theresa May 
has to blame for her election loss 
is herself. In what would become 
a running theme throughout the 
campaign, she lied about her 
motivations, calling the election 
because the Tories were leagues 
ahead of Labour in the polls, 
wanting to sure up her admin-
istration for another five years, 
which, in party political terms, 
is fair enough. But she shouldn’t 
have claimed it was because she 
needed a mandate because op-
position parties were frustrating 
Brexit, when Labour whipped its 
MPs to vote for Article 50, and by 
the same logic she should resign 
today and call another election, 

considering her mandate has actu-
ally been decreased. 

Her campaign was lacklustre, 
as opposed to Corbyn’s invigorated 
campaign of hope, a fact I think 
even his greatest detractors cannot 
deny. Corbyn travelled the country 
meeting the people (he even shook 
this star struck writer’s hand), lis-
tening to concerns, firing people 
up in political rallies attended by 
hundreds. He appeared to the 
electorate everywhere, challenging 
Theresa May to TV debates, and 
actually turning up to one, even if 
it was at the last minute. 

May, however, held a cam-
paign that existed behind closed 
doors, only meeting Conservative 
Party activists, refusing to ap-
pear on debates, and performing 
a U-turn that she didn’t even have 
the guts to admit as such. It’s a 
reserved kind of politics she’s pe-
rused throughout her career, and 
while it may have worked as Home 
Secretary, it certainly doesn’t as 
Prime Minister campaigning for 
re-election.

May’s only option left has 
been to strike up a deal with the 
bigoted DUP, an arrangement that 
will surely collapse within months, 
bringing the chaos that she 
warned of rather than the stabil-
ity she promised. But, after chaos 
comes order, after dark comes the 
light, and after May comes Prime 
Minister Corbyn. And I can’t wait. 

Being YUSU Prez has showed me some of the hurdles still to come

The mostly unsung disaster 
that will likely ensue from 
the UK leaving the EU is 

the precarious situation in North-
ern Ireland. Now, in the wake of a 
general election that could see the 
Conservatives forming a coalition 
(formal or informal) with the DUP 
it has reared its head again. We 
now take the peace achieved on the 
corner of that lightly populated is-
land for granted. It should be seen 
as little less than miraculous. In 
June 2012, the Queen made a visit 
to Northern Ireland, where she 
met and shook hands with Mar-
tin McGuinnes, euphemistically 
referred to as the “second in com-
mand” of the IRA. This is a good 
deal more than eased tensions. 
This is a radical commitment to 
gestures of cooperation. Fanatical 
compromise. Unity or else. 

The Good Friday Agreement 
that helped finally ease the ten-
sions set the precedent for this 

and, taking its cue from American 
civil rights legislation, boldly as-
serted that neither of the major 
parties in Northern Irish politics 
could be trusted to govern alone. 
This is the political equivalent of 
training wheels - they allow Ulster 
to ride on its own but make it im-
possible to know if they can do so 
unassisted. The agreement makes 
the politics of both parties seem 
promising, but at the same time it 
is built on pessimism.

This pessimism has served 
Northern Ireland well and is now 
being undone. Any kind of agree-
ment between the Tories and DUP 
undercuts the point of power shar-
ing entirely. The DUP being even 
near government gives one side a 
privileged power, forgetting his-
tory’s lesson that neither party 
can be trusted with it. Even if the 
DUP don’t try to advance a Un-
ionist agenda, Sinn Fein will react 
to their new relationship with the 
Conservative party by intensify-
ing their rhetoric. Already fraught 
negotiations over the Irish boarder 
could become almost untenable. 
The DUP have no place in govern-
ment, and no Conservative can 
support them in good conscience.

Rory Kelly

EDITOR’S OPINION

EDITOR’S OPINION
Jeremy Corbyn, Prime Minister

Oscar Bentley
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We need everyone’s 
support for women 
to succeed ”

Unionists and disunity

Millie Beach SU

Women in leadership and 
why there’s a long way to go
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Brexit: the unending conun-
drum. A referendum with a 
collection of questions that 

has morphed into a gelatinous mass 
of mild deliberation. Of which the 
only question that has been an-
swered is one that the Clash asked 
in 1981: should I stay or should I 
go? Now that we have sent a two 
fingered response to the rest of our 
continental brethren and are at-
taching engines to dover to start 
our long journey out of Europe (and 
into the sea). I am here to implore 
Merkel’s 27 to give the United King-
dom a fair and easy exit into the eco-
nomically unstable wide world.

Now I have lived near the EU 
for the majority of my life, so this 
may sound like a large amount of 
political gymnastics but a bad deal is 
as bad for the European Union as it 
would be for us, arguably even more 
so. There is talk among EU figures 
for punishing the United Kingdom, 
most notably with an astronomical 
bill that would make even a waiter 
at the Ritz blush. 

However, much like a dinner 
date with a frosty relation, whoever 
will be negotiating the deal can just 
say ‘Oh, sorry, i’ve left my wallet in 

the Jag’ and flee, leaving the 100 bil-
lion euro bill to be payed by some-
one else. What happens if the UK 
just walks away? The fifth largest 
economy in the world leaves you in 
its flat with nothing but a limp offer 
of helping yourself to cornflakes on 
your way out. 

Of course, the motive behind 
punishing the UK on it’s depar-
ture is that the European Union, 
particularly Germany, is between a 

rock and a hard place. Any leniency 
towards Britain economically can 
be seen as European weakness and 
as an opportunity for Eurosceptics 
to harp on the benefits of depar-
ture. While any punishment would 
see Germany’s $99.9bn market sail 
off into the distance with relations 
too sour to even wish them a fond 
farewell. Economic depression for 
the sake of political capital is all 
that Merkel can hope for. Especially 
since such economic turmoil could 
fuel the anti-EU sentiment that she 
dreads. 

She must face the decision 

with awareness of both her own na-
tional interest and of the European 
project. I am sure that Ms Merkel 
and Mr Juncker would prefer to go 
down as Europe’s ‘heroes’ not as the 
reasons for the suffering of 510 mil-
lion Europeans. 

It cannot be said that the UK is 
off scot free, but it must be accepted 
that the United Kingdom has a few 
more bargaining chips that even I 
thought we had. I think that the fo-
cus for the European Union now is 
to work with the UK and vice versa 
so that neither would have to take 
an economic cyanide pill for the 
motive of a few political plau-
dit points. 

The European Union 
should focus on it’s flaws and 
reform itself so that a nation 
wouldn’t be inclined to follow 
the British lead, not fear the 
European populace them-
selves.  Whether the 
negotiations bear 
fruit is based on 
either sides 
ability to 
c o m -
p r o -
mise. 
I n 

a situation where the outcome ap-
pears to be a lose-lose, there is no 
sense jeopardising long term eco-
nomic development at the expense 
of short-term political gain. 

The Euro-
pean Union 
is an insti-
tution that 
must real-
ise that it 
is not 
i m -
m u n e 

to compromise or criticism. Like 
many in Europe, I was shocked 
when on 24 June, I woke up to the 
alarm bells of Brexit. Like many 
other people, to me the EU sound-
ed like a great ambitious project to 
be reformed and improved, which 

now should continue its tradition 
of compromise. Now like us all, I 

must accept and appreciate the 
narrative of the other side. And 
like the leaders of our great na-
tions, learn to compromise.

Tuesday 13 June 2017

Politicians and wider culture 
outside the Houses of Parlia-
ment rarely make welcome 

bedfellows. Sometimes, even some-
thing as seemingly simple and regu-
lar to us everyday folk as eating a 
bacon sarnie, can be inexplicably 
botched by our leading political 
figures. This was demonstrated as-
tutely by Ed Miliband in the run-
up to the 2015 general election as 
he managed to look John Hurt in 
The Elephant Man, while attempt-
ing to sample one of our favourite 
national dishes. But this wasn’t al-
ways the way. Cast your an eye back 
to the lead-up to the 1997 election 
and you’ll see a time when our poli-
tics and our culture were linked in-
extricably. Noel Gallagher of Oasis 
delivered a glowing recommenda-
tion of Tony Blair at the 1996 Brit 
Awards. Gallagher would be invited 
to ten Downing Street upon Blair’s 
election, with a picture of the two 

appearing prominently on the front 
pages of the tabloid media.

Now, I’m not necessarily call-
ing for this kind of thing to return 
with prominence – Gallagher may 
well cringe in remembering his 
flirtation with politics given Blair’s 
eventual outing as a warmongering 
American puppet – but it is worth 
noting that such crossover between 
politics and popular culture can be 
extremely beneficial to the politi-
cal campaigns themselves. Parties 
have long-sought celebrity endorse-
ments, eager to find figures to ap-
pear advocating  for them and their 
policies in their political broadcasts. 
However, politicians need to change 
their relationship with popular cul-
ture and present themselves at the 
front line of it. In the run up to the 
recent general election, Jeremy Cor-
byn appeared halfway through a 
Libertines gig at a stadium in Birk-
enhead and made a speech to what 
turned out to be a passionately ap-
proving crowd. This was a risk – a 
politician appearing in such an alien 
venue as onstage at a music concert 
could easily provoke a barrage of 
missiles reigning down towards the 
given party’s head, such is its dis-

tance from the political arena. But 
far from anger, Corbyn received a 
rapturous welcome of chanting and 
cheering, clearly impressed by his 
efforts in putting himself in such a 
foreign position. Subsequently, Cor-
byn surpassed all expectation in the 
recent election, derailing Theresa 
May’s majority in the Commons, 
and seeing the Labour Party rein-
vigorated with an increased voter 
share and seat count. It would be 
foolish to suggest that this was en-
tirely down to something as minute 
as a single appearance at a single 
gig, but it may well have shown a 
key demographic of young, cultur-
ally in-tune voters that politicians 
aren’t necessarily as out-of-touch as 
they may at first appear. 

Meanwhile, Theresa May was 
skipping gaily through a Sussex 
wheat field like a 19th century extra 
from Lark Rise to Candleford direct-
ly towards political suicide, proving 
herself as an entirely out-of-touch, 
farmer-bothering lizard. Maybe if 
she’d just said that the worst thing 
she’d ever done was having a cheeky 
joint at uni, she wouldn’t be reliant 
on gay-bashing Unionists to form 
another government.

To survive, the EU must learn to compromise

Don’t count politicians out of pop culture

The European Union is an ambitious project, but it won’t last if it punishes the UK for leaving and continues to resist reform

Engaging with pop culture makes politicians look far less out of touch and, if used right, can be invaluable political capital

Jan De Boer

Jack Davies

The UK has a few 
more bargaining 
chips than even I 
thought it had ”
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I sincerely hope that 2017 will 
always be remembered as the 
year Britain’s political climate 

went completely insane. In the 
blue corner we have Theresa May, 
everyone’s favourite Margaret 
Thatcher reincarnation, who has 
just managed to lose an election 
by winning it. In the red corner 
we have Jeremy Corbyn, who looks 
like someone who could be on the 
casting shortlist for the 13th Doc-
tor, and has just managed to win 
an election by losing it.

Theresa “Strong and Stable” 
May, with a party of only 317 seats, 
has propped up her majority with 
a backroom deal with the Demo-
cratic Unionist Party, who are out-
rageously homophobic and don’t 
believe that climate change is a 
thing. Oh, and they want creation-
ism to be taught in schools as sci-
entific fact. But even with the DUP 
on side, it’s an unofficial majority – 
if someone has the shits and can’t 
show up to parliament on voting 
day, nothing’s getting done.

So it’s safe to say that things 
are pretty messy at this point, and 
they’re going to be for a while. So 
why not call another election? May 
will step down, jettisoned into the 
history books as an absolute wreck 
of a Prime Minister, and a more ca-
pable Conservative leader can take 
her place. Whether they can con-
test with the mobilised youth vote 
will, of course, be another thing 
entirely. Maybe old Corbs can just 
about swing it this time. #jezwe-
can. #jez4prez.

Except, even as your archetyp-
al Corbynite, I think that’s a bloody 
waste of time.

General elections cost mil-
lions in taxpayer money. And let’s 
be honest, we’re pretty likely to get 
much the same result – a weak and 
wobbly Conservative minority gov-
ernment. It might even make the 
coalition official this time. After 
all, the DUP would probably push 
for a marriage over a cohabitation. 
Another election would be the par-
liamentary equivalent of sending 
off a GCSE paper for a remark a 
third time over. As much as I’d like 
to be an idealist and say that this 
time round surely it can happen 
for Labour, there’s still a strong 
Conservative votership. They’re 
a lot quieter on social media, but 
they’re out there.

It’s only worth calling anoth-
er election if we introduce a PR 
system. First-past-the-post is de-
funct, and we need to put it down. 
In the parallel universe where this 
is the case – anyone fancy starting 
a Miliverse-type Twitter account 
with this concept? The Conserva-
tive lead shrinks even more, from 
317 to 276. Labour would have 
260, and combined these two fig-
ures are a much more accurate 
reflection of the current division 
of electorate support between the 
two main parties. Meanwhile, the 
DUP would be reduced to six – try 
making a coalition out of that – 
and UKIP and Green would have 
12 and 10 respectively. 

Of course, there’s absolutely 
no way we’ll be getting a PR sys-
tem any time soon. There are big-
ger fish to fry. Big Brexit fish. And 
there’s the floundering, failing 
NHS. And the conundrum over 
whether schoolchildren should be 
fed or not.There’s no time for an-
other first-past-the-post election 
right now. It’s a waste of time and 
money, in an age where we’re un-
certain about both of those things. 
For now, we may as well suck it up 
and stick with what we’ve got.

Theresa May’s ‘gamble’ wasn’t 
even worthy of the title. 
With seven weeks until a 

general election she had a 17-point 
average lead in the polls and an 
opponent who seemed more likely 
to be blown up by his alleged IRA 
connections than drop a bomb-
shell on 8 June. 

It was a cast-iron certainty 
that the Conservatives would be 
returned to parliament with a huge 
majority and a period of “strong 
and stable” government that was 
to be controversial but decisive; a 
government that would provide a 
hard, unforgiving Brexit. 

However, at 10:01pm election 
night, the political winds seemed 
to have utterly put paid to that hy-
pothesis. 

My reaction, mirroring oth-
ers around the country no doubt, 
was one of utter shock, followed by 
suspicion, followed by a sudden af-
finity for gallows humour. The re-
sult? A hung parliament where no 
block can form a majority of over 
ten, a choice selection of coalitions 
of chaos. As a Labour supporter, 
I make no bones about my hap-
piness that Jeremy Corbyn’s party 
has gained seats; but as a person 
directly affected by Brexit nego-
tiations, security concerns and 
numerous other social, legal and 
political concerns, even I can see 
that a Conservative majority of 100 
would have at least got something 
done. 

At this moment in time poli-
tics seems frozen, no one side able 
to do the things they must do to get 
the country out of this impasse. A 
shaky, nigh-on informal, alliance 

between the Conservatives and the 
DUP seems at best a stop-gap - at 
worst an allowance of 1950s mor-
als into our 21st century world; 
something even most Tories have 
no truck with. 

Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour isn’t 
in a much better position. Having 
managed to totally win and totally 
lose the same election, the mood in 
Labour Party HQ could probably 
be summed up best by ‘so near but 
so far’. 

There’s very little electoral cal-
culus that gives the Labour Party 
even a working majority, and even 
if they could cobble together some 
form of government, defections 
from just two or three MPs could 
spark any number of constitution-
al crises. This situation, every party 
losing in it’s special way, seems far-
cical, like constitutional Kafka. It 
cannot be allowed to go on. The 
only way to even aim for a sem-
blance of authority, a semblance 
of government, has to be another 
general election. 

Yes, the British people could 
laugh again at the commentators 
and return us to the same posi-
tion we find ourselves now. But 
surely the chance of getting some-
where, anywhere, is preferable to 
just sitting idly by while the Brexit 
doomsday clock ticks down to 
midnight; something that would 
be disastrous to Britain and its 
economy. 

At the moment, what we have 
been left with? A smorgasbord of 
potential minority governments 
signal no leadership, a case of the 
socially blind leading the political-
ly tone deaf. It can be simply stat-
ed: bad government is better than 
no government. We need another 
general election, if only to turn the 
ongoing party infighting outwards 
and get nearer to a political heavy-
weight champion of the world - 
some real strength and stability.
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Muse deputy jack davies is 
being sentimental

All is not well in the Nouse office. The 
end of the academic year dictates that a great 
many goodbyes are in order (not least me say-
ing farewell to my chances of a 2:1 following 
a year dedicating way too much time to this 
bloody paper). But the goodbyes I refer to are 
not in relation to the loss of my post-degree 
career prospects, but instead to the great 
many third years who are part of this wonder-
ful Nouse team that will be running for the 
hills after this, their last edition.

The Muse representatives among the 
departures see both our Music Editor, El-
lie Langford, and Film and TV Editor, Chloe 
Kent head for the exit door and to sweet, 
Nouse-less freedom. The former says goodbye 
with a masterful interview with the frontman 
of up-and-coming York based-band King No-
One (M12), her writing style truly refined af-
ter no less than three separate tenures on the 
Music team.

Meanwhile, Chloe leaves the paper a true 
embodiment of the fervent egotism inherent 
to all student journalists, informing me as she 
layed-up an entire two-page spread co-writ-
ten by herself about Jack Nicholson (M14-15) 
“fuck it, it’s my last edition, I’m being selfish”. 
I can’t really argue given her aptitude in guid-
ing Film and TV with aplomb as the section 
increased its page coverage, as per my own 
suggestion...

Yet in spite of these goodbyes, things must 
continue regardless, no matter how inclined 
I am to make this note one big, sentimental 
wankfest. In our cover feature, Finn Judge 
visits former Labour heavyweight Ed Balls’ 
recent talk at the University (M4-5), as the 
ex-shadow chancellor discusses Jeremy Cor-
byn, the state of politics today and, of course, 
the most burning issue, his time on Strictly, 
and Dale Lyster visits London Men’s Fashion 
Week (M8).

Elsewhere, Mustafa Chaudhry explores 
the rising centrality of Ramadan in British 
food culture (M18), Arts celebrate all things 
Japanese (M6) and Lucy Furneaux guides you 
through swathes of the inspirational at York’s 
Festival of Ideas (M17).

Finally, I should probably reference the 
fact that this also serves as the final edition for 
Editor and Nouse führer, Luke Rix-Standing, 
as he might cry should I fail to acknowledge 
him given his crippling need for attention ever 
since being palmed off to a boarding school as 
a child. In all seriousness, this Nouse senior 
team has been a pleasure to be a part of, and I 
hope I can speak also for Luke, Lucy and Finn 
when I say I am immensely proud of what we 
have achieved these past nine months.

Departure does inevitably mean change, 
and I only hope Nouse and Muse continue in 
the vein of unparalleled quality that has been 
established under the current team. 

Q&A M3
www.ey.com/uk/careers@nousemuse

“Do what you love, 
not what you think 
you should do”

Editor’s
note

Former assistant head of Goodricke College, Sarah Napoli, 
discusses teaching social justice issues in the 21st century

What have you gained from your role at 
York and how has it assisted with your in-
terest in social justice issues?
I worked in higher education in the US for 
over ten years before moving to the UK in 
2014. The US system and the UK system are 
incredibly different so it was like learning 
a new language. I loved learning about the 
UK system. Once I became Assistant Head 
of Goodricke I was challenged further in 
helping develop and foster community with 
a much smaller team than what I would be 
used to in the US. The big difference here is 
the college system; it’s unique to UK schools. 
I think it’s a highly beneficial in creating 
community identity. 

I found that I had an unusual challenge 
in trying to bring social justice programming 
to students who only study their course. In 
the US, students are required to take mul-
tiple electives outside their course and often 
take a first year course that will include some 
social justice themes. So although a challenge 
in the UK, I found it incredibly rewarding to 
support students in exploring these concepts 
in an alternative learning space. I found that 
I was more motivated to do the work at York, 
as I knew students were not getting these 
conversations elsewhere. 

Is it difficult to educate others on social is-
sues and what challenges have you faced 
when doing so?
Yes. Yes. Yes. It is incredibly difficult - even 
more so in these tense political times. Folks 
on both sides of the pond do not typically 
have conversations about identity and power 
and privilege dynamics. These are uncom-
fortable dialogues and sometimes folks are 
not willing to participate. When you get folks 
on each side of the conversation who have 
completely polarising view points, it can be 
heated and tempers can flare.

Everyone is coming from diverse back-
grounds; they have different experiences. It’s 
hard, but it’s also part of why I keep doing the 
work. I’ve been doing this work for almost 
20 years and it has gotten easier to manage. 
I have tips and tricks to keep folks engaged 
and interested, even if they are emotional 
about the experience. I also have changed 

the way I teach over the years, implementing 
different strategies, interactive exercises and 
media as it’s a topic that is always changing. 

How have your degrees aided with the cur-
rent work you do?
I originally attended school because I want-
ed to study acting. I had no desire to be aca-
demic (and didn’t even realise how academic 
theatre was!). I happened to take a cultural 
anthropology elective course and discovered 
how much I enjoyed learning about culture 
and especially how to connect theatre and 
culture. I still utilise theatre activities in all 
my workshops. My first MA was focused 
primarily on how to conduct social justice 
dialogues; it’s really where I honed my skills 
with my current work. I decided to do an 
MA because I discovered most of the work 
I was applying to required an MA or higher 
degree. Afterwards, I worked in higher ed for 
almost ten years before deciding I wanted 
to gain more skills. My first MA was very 
US-focused so a degree in Applied Human 
Rights in the UK was attractive. It was also a 
nice career break. 

An MA in the UK was the perfect choice 
to expand my international frame and toolkit 
when talking about the same issues but in 
different way. I did my first dissertation in 
youth empowerment and my second in hu-
man rights and hip hop. I use hip hop refer-
ences in all of my work and having time to 
focus on this discipline really allowed to me 
to zone in on my passions and find new ways 
to use the work. I’m pretty sure I am done for 
a long while now - although in five years or 
so I may just do a doctorate, because I’m a 
glutton for punishment. 

Was it difficult moving from your home in 
the United States to York and how did you 
adjust?
Oh yes! It’s hard to leave everything familiar 
and move across an ocean! The first year was 
so busy with my degree that it was hard to 
ever really feel at home. The second year was 
easier; I really did find my community and 
started to get used to living in York. I made 
a lot of new friends and found lots of coffee 
shops I enjoyed hanging out in. It was im-

portant for me to find my niche in York, but 
being a city person I needed to get to Lon-
don at least once, sometimes twice a month. 
Having London 2.5 hours away made it live-
able for me. I think folks in the UK think this 
is a long way but distance is different in the 
US and this was like living in a suburb! 

What has been your favourite memory 
while living in York?
I love York! Being from the US, living in a 
well-preserved 2000-year-old city was in-
credible. The city walls! The Minster - prob-
ably my favourite church in the world. I 
loved going there to just be quiet and admire 
the architecture. The Shambles! And all the 
amazing gatherings I had with my friends 
in my lovely home in the south bank. Most 
of all it’s the baristas at Coffee Culture on 
Goodramgate - they were incredibly wel-
coming. I wrote most of my dissertation 
there and many of my blogposts. On my last 
day in York I went in for one more lunch and 
they gave me my very own Coffee Culture 
cup and saucer! 

What advice would you give to the stu-
dents currently at University?
Do what you love, not what you think you 
should do. In the long run, this is what is 
most important about life. Also, seek out 
learning other than your course. Especially 
around difference and conversations on in-
justice. The election results show a divide; 
the global climate is intense. Learn all you 
can and gain skills in learning more about 
yourself and how to be a self-reflective learn-
er as this work is never ending, it’s an invest-
ment in social change. 

What are your biggest plans for the fu-
ture? 
I am working in higher education for the 
next five to ten years and I have an opportu-
nity lined up in NYC! After this, I am hoping 
to branch out as a social justice training con-
sultant. I hope to continue to work globally 
and use my skills as an educator to promote 
a more socially just world for as long as I am 
able. 

Interview by Hina Rana



The timing was perfect. Two days after 
the snap election, Ed Balls, the for-
mer Treasury heavyweight and Labour 

leadership contender, was sat just metres 
away from me giving a talk. Admittedly, his 
reign in the party appears now to be from an 
age bygone - an age of moderation, centrism 
and the Greens jealously guarding the youth 
vote. I couldn’t wait to shoot my hand up and 
rip into his views on how Corbyn did so well.

His response was far more nuanced than 
that. Indeed, I should have known better from 
a senior politician. Speaking to the audience 
in the Theatre, Film and Television building 
on Heslington East, as part of the University 
of York’s Festival of Ideas (and, conveniently, 
his own book promotion tour), Balls turned 
his fire to the Tories in true tribalistic fashion. 

“Theresa May as Prime Minister is fin-
ished,” he lauded. Throughout the Q&A, 
notifications came through to our phones, 
bringing the news of both Nick Timothy and 
Fiona Hill, the PM’s co-chiefs of staff, resign-
ing. It was believed that they were the main 
culprits behind the Conservatives’ lacklustre 
manifesto, as senior Tory MPs gave May the 
ultimatum of sacking them or facing a leader-
ship challenge. Stunningly, two years on from 
losing his seat, Ed Balls was com- mand-
ing a play-by-play of the 
political showdown. 

“I wouldn’t aim 
the blame at her ad-
visors,” Balls con-
tinued - a call for 
calm during this 
mad media storm. 
“There is no doubt 
that May’s Num-
ber 10 was a very 
controlling environ-
ment. She delegat-
ed most of her 
deal ings 
t o 

advisors, and was contentious of other poli-
ticians - remember Osborne and Gove? But 
it’s also been the same with politicians she’s 
brought in.”

Of course, Balls was alluding to reports 
that May was prepared to sack both Boris 
Johnson and Philip Hammond, should an 

increased majority have strengthened her 
hand. I couldn’t help but scratch my head. 
Surely, thinking back to the days of Blair’s 
‘kitchen cabinet’, where the actual cabinet 
was bypassed and the likes of Peter Mandel-
son emboldened, the Labour administration 
in which Ed Balls thrived was equally author-
itative?

Before I thought to pose the question 
later, he’d outmaneuvered me with a pre-
emptive justification. “This was the strength 
of the Blair and Brown partnership. Blair 
preferred to have Brown in the Treasury, as 
the challenge was good for him. May wanted 
to bring in those who weren’t strong, such 
as Philip Hammond. There were Tory cabi-
net ministers packed onto a bus during this 
election campaign, reading their manifesto 
together for the first time and saying ‘oh, I 
didn’t know this policy was in there!’”

Hence the dementia tax, so perhaps 
a fair point to make. Much to 

my delight, though, the topic 
turned swiftly from diagnos-
tics of where the Tories went 
wrong, towards contem-
plating successors to May’s 
doomed premiership. I 
thought to myself to ques-
tion the judgement of Ed 
Balls on this one, as he’d 
totally sat out of the past 
parliament. His wife, 
former Home Secre-
tary and ‘moderate’ 
Yvette Cooper, had 
resigned to the back-
benches for nearly 
as long.

It must be said 
that he left me vin-
dicated, bizarrely 

and enthusiastically 
exploring the odds on 

David Davis, the Brex-
it Secretary, becoming 

Prime Minister.
“He’s the only minis-

ter who’s spoken in public 
[since the election result], 
and he may think he’s got a 
good chance of being coro-
nated as successor.” Balls 

argued. “His pitch would be that he’s a lib-
eral person, and could reach out to the centre 
ground and say to the Tories in London and 
southern seats, at a time of crisis, ‘I’m your 
guy’. He’s a capable and flexible politician: 
last autumn, he was the one to concede that 
we may need to give a financial contribution 
to the EU upon leaving. That was the right 
thing to say.”

However, Balls quickly rowed back on 
this, be it for the sake of balance or admitting 
that his theory could be pretty ‘out there’.

“He’s always been a bit of a loner, though. 
Does he have the necessary attention to detail 
[to be Prime Minister]? He’d need to reach 
out socially and empathetically. In 2001 and 
2004, we weren’t worried about Davis, but 
were were quite worried about Ken Clarke 
becoming leader.”

Indeed, David Davis came fourth in the 
2001 Conservative leadership contest and 
third in the subsequent 2004 contest. To 
think he now stands a chance of winning the 
premiership is a world away from the West-
minster Ed Balls knew - and this is sympto-
matic of the reality he now faces. For all he 
kept himself abreast with the day’s political 
chatter, politics has moved on without the 
former Shadow Chancellor.

The latest surge for Corbyn, of course, 
has been the main symptom. Eventually, Balls 
was pinned down to the subject, but stopped 
short of outright praising the Labour leader.

“I think there are two choices facing Jer-
emy going forward,” Balls said. “He has to de-
cide: ‘is my style going to win in the end, in 
which case I should be even more of an out-
sider’, or does he say ‘I need to build a broad 
coalition and reach into the centre ground’?”

 He immediately followed this up by stat-

ing that he’d back the latter conclusion. Po-
tentially, such a strategy could see his wife 
Yvette Cooper return to the frontbench, as 
the former Shadow Home Secretary has long 
been considered a favourite for a leadership 
challenge among moderate Labour MPs. 
While Balls wholly acknowledged the notion 
that Prime Minister Corbyn is now “on the 
agenda”, he seemed rather pessimistic about 
the challenges ahead.

He noted: “The big divides that have 
emerged since this election are between 
young and old, and cities and smaller towns. 
Labour did well in pro-remain seats - you 
saw it in London massively. York Central also 
saw that swing [to Labour], even if Rachael 
Maskell wasn’t so worried.

“Labour needs to keep the urban, pro-
remain, young and intellectual vote, but also 
broaden its base beyond that.”

Balls concluded these remarks by pre-
dicting there’d be another general election 
in a few months time, caused by a vote of no 
confidence against the government, as the 
Tories “cannot have a working majority on 
Brexit issues” now that it runs a minority ad-
ministration.

“The deal with the DUP was not the 
coalition of chaos Theresa May was warning 
about”, Balls remarked.

Beyond snap elections, the former Treas-
ury chief was even more scathing about refer-
endums in general. There were no UK-wide 
referendums under the last Labour govern-
ment, compared to two under Cameron’s pre-
miership. This was despite initial plans for 
Blair’s government to hold a national vote on 
whether Britain should adopt the Euro. Cit-
ing last year’s EU referendum as the source 
of the current “chaos” among government 
ranks, Balls claimed the following:

“Referendums should be affirming, rath-
er than confirming. If we’d proposed to join 
the Euro, there’d be a referendum. But ask-
ing the country what they think is not the best 
way to govern.” 

It was largely due to the influence of Ed 
Balls, under Gordon Brown’s chancellorship, 
that Labour did not advocate joining the Euro 
during its first term. He cited this as one of 
the achievements he was most proud of, look-
ing back at a political career that spanned 21 
years. In his book, Speaking Out: Lessons in 
Life and Politics, Balls writes openly about 
looking back on this legacy as a means of sol-
ace after losing his seat in the 2015 general 
election.

“It’s hard to look back without retrospec-
tion,” Balls said, smiling wryly. “I’ve only been 
back to the Leeds Arena where I lost my seat 
once - on a tour bus, accompanied by a pro-
fessional dancer. That night, we won! The 
people of West Yorkshire voted for us!”

Reminiscing about his Strictly career is 
fitting of a man who transformed his pub-
lic image as a means of coping with the loss. 

balls to the wall
finn judge checks up on ed balls after labour’s shock election surge
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Since 2015, Ed Balls has transformed from 
what David Cameron denounced as “the most 
annoying man in British politics” and the 
purported architect of “Labour’s Great Reces-
sion”, into how his memoir’s blurb describes 
him: “one of Britain’s most influential and 
well-loved political figures”. Indeed, it’s hard 
to look back without retrospection, and Balls 
has worked to put right the ill perceptions lev-
elled against him from his time in the murky 
business of government. Less “Great Reces-
sion”, more Gangnam Style.

Such a rebranding of Balls can therefore 
be seen as a resurrection. In the first chapter 
of Speaking Out, Balls describes that “when a 
high-profile figure is unexpectedly shunned 
out by the voters, it’s treated more like a po-
litical death - hence some people were actually 
getting in touch with Yvette, rather than me, 
to pass on their condolences.” Spiritually, Ed 
Balls the politician appears to have died. He 
did not seem to struggle ruling out another 
run in this year’s snap election, and was visi-
bly glowing when grinning and shaking hands 
with fans at his book signing on Heslington 
East. It appears that Ed Balls the celebrity is 
relishing his new life, emotionally unphased 
by the political uncertainty that followed his 
departure from Westminster.

On the note of his loss in 2015, Balls had 
the following advice to MPs who lose their 

seats: “If you’re up against someone who’s won 
for the first time, remember what that was like 
for you. Enjoy them enjoying winning for the 
first time.” This struck an oddly humanising 
tone for a description of the political battle-
ground Ed Balls had come to know. It was 

timely, then, that an audience member fin-
ished the Q&A by asking the question: “Why 
is it we’ve only gotten to know this particular 
Ed Balls, and ‘sassy Ed Miliband’, now that 
neither of you are on the frontbench?” 

This touched on a key theme in Speaking 
Out, which Balls summarises in the preface as 
“the strange challenge of trying to remain a 
proper person at the same time as being a pol-
itician.” He lamented that opening up about 
his stammer, which he was diagnosed with 
having during his time as a Cabinet Minister, 
failed to give him a popularity boost as Shad-
ow Chancellor (“I’ve stammered all the way 
through this!” he cried out during the Q&A) 
- nor did “mistakenly” admitting in 2011 that 
“Antiques Roadshow makes me cry”.

“The conclusion I’ve reached is that poli-
ticians have to find ways to show more of their 
human side - not presenting a front which 
people can see through,” Balls stated. “I think 
Theresa May’s election campaign is a classic 
example of a politician who tried to be a lead-
er and not a human being.”

Fields of wheat come to mind in an in-
stant. Conceding an own goal among his own 
faction, though, Ed Balls drew comparisons 
between Theresa May and Gordon Brown in 
this regard. He claimed that his former boss 
was also an example of this very mistake, 
largely to do him being a “very shy” character.

Regarding the former premier, Balls ad-
mitted to personal regret: “I was too far away 
[from Brown] as a cabinet minister. I carry 
the guilt that maybe I ought to have helped 
him more. He’d call me and ask me to read 
Treasury papers, but I said no, because he had 
Darling [as Chancellor] and I didn’t want to 
become his surrogate advisor. In the loneli-
ness of being Prime Minister, what he wanted 
was people who could be close in that team.

“He’d wear a suit seven days a week, be-
cause he wanted everyone to think he was al-
ways working!” Balls lamented.

Perhaps therein lies the double bind: 
lonely politicians are not electable politicians, 

nor are they necessarily happy ones. Fusing 
these emotional issues to the concept of lead-
ership, Balls was able to make an incredibly 
strong case for a shift in how we view our po-
litical leaders. It’s not unlike the public per-
ception of Corbyn, either, often seen in con-
versation with grime artists and giving The 
One Show hosts his own homemade jam. This 
could be instrumental in understanding why 
Labour did so well this time among the social 
media generation. Once again, the insight of 
Ed Balls proved to be current and relevant, 
despite his indefinite political retirement. It 
begs the question as to whether British poli-
tics is worse off without it at the frontline. 

However, I highly doubt much of this 
heightened emotional maturity was nearly as 
potent before he lost his seat. In ‘speaking out’ 
and reflecting on his time as a high-flying po-

litical maneuverer, the benefit of hindsight has 
enriched Balls’ analysis - not just on his past, 
but on the issues today that the government 
faces. This resurrection is more than a career 
move. Should Ed Balls continue to speak out 
on British politics, such a benefit of hindsight 
may lend itself priceless for years to come. M
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The most powerful 
deceiver you will ever 
meet in your life is 
yourself

”

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Theresa May ... is a 
classic example of  a 
politician who tried
to be a leader and
not a human being

”
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Ed Balls has released a memoir on his 
time in politics, titled “Speaking Out: 
Lessons in Life and Politics”.

The latest edition, updated with a 
new chapter on Strictly, can be found 
here: http://amzn.to/2rZBG4W

If you’re interested...
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Aspects of Tadanori Yokoo’s 1960s post-
er art are redolent of bold, graphic  
adverts - coloured blocks and eclectic 

details, teeming with a heady range of bright 
images, textures and styles. This striking, effe-
vescent approach has seen Yokoo become one 
of Japan’s most famous living artists, where 
he commands something of a cult following, 
but he is nigh on unknown elsewhere. At first 
glance, his posters appear to be chock-full of 
fun colours and soaring visuals, slotting neatly 
into the Andy Warhol school of Pop Art, with 
a heavy dash of Peter Max psychedelia. But 
look more closely and the manifold Japanese 
elements jump out: geishas, samurais, ris-
ing suns, Hokusai-esque waves, Shinto Torii 
gates, blossoms, Mount Fuji and lengths of 
Kanji calligraphy. 

His posters diametrically opposed the 
clean, minimalist principles of modernism, 
which was the prevailing mood of Japanese 
design at the time. Rather, as Yokoo put it “I 
started fusing my innate Japanese aesthetic 
with American Pop Art”. So we find a brash, 
quality in his posters, with the stripes of kalei-
doscope lines and colours, but alongside this 
is the influence of traditional woodblock uki-
yo-e prints. The flatness of ukiyo-e prints and 
the flat, albeit bright, colours and aesthetic of 
pop art complement each other in a strikingly 
natural way, and this ability to effortlessly fuse 
together diverse visual styles is a testament to 
Yokoo’s talent and endurance. Indeed, in 1972 
he was honoured with a solo show at MoMA. 

His posters are graphic grab-bags and 
Yokoo is something of a visual magpie. The 
eclecticism of his aesthetic is reflected in the 
various techniques he experimented with, 
from collage and illustration to re-appropri-
ating found photos and images, in the spirit of 
Dadaist collage artists. 

However, behind the playful colours and 

shapes, there’s a darker intensity to his work, 
which he’s explored more in later life through 
his paintings. For centuries, Japan was a 
tightly closed country, keen to keep contact 
with the outside world to a minimum, and 
as such alternative ideas were imbued with 
a hefty dose of novelty and unfamiliarity. 
Japanese post-war society underwent rapid 
change and westernisation, and Yokoo’s work 
reflects the attempts to embrace and repre-
sent fresh, alternative influences in line with 
distinct Japanese tradition. You can see an 
unsettled, frantic element in his work, which 
is especially evident in his animations (which 
are available for your surreal viewing pleas-
ure on Youtube). Rainbow-hued images flash 
and elide, the sharp editing colliding with the 
crackling fissures, stains and bursts of light 
produced by worn-in 60s film reels. In KISS 
KISS KISS 1964 Yokoo uses comic book im-
ages of kissing couples, the film opening to the 
strains of Dean Martin’s classic song ‘Kiss’. But 
the song vanishes, replaced with the unearth-
ly, unnerving sounds of a theremin. We see the 
images shift, as different colours, rhythms and 
rotations manipulate them, and the apparent 
bliss of a kiss is questioned and distorted. 

After a trip to India in the 1970s, Yokoo 
was influenced by a different kind of East-
ern aesthetic and his work was suffused with 
psychedelic mysticism. And as any psych-pop 
artist worth their salt would, he worked with 
various musicians, including The Beatles, 
Santana, Emerson, Lake and Palmer and 
Miles Davis, designing posters and album 
covers. Yokoo became a renowned figure in 
the 60s and 70s avant-garde art world, com-
mercially successful but always innovative 
and insightful. His work is simultaneously 
very much a product of its time, but by fusing 
it with Japanese aesthetic tradition, Yokoo’s 
zesty visual feasts just keep on giving. 

dan hall talks to Percy barkes about the finer points of japanese prints and the resurgence of watanabe seitei

printing the floating world
You might not think of the quaint little 

labyrinthine streets of York city centre 
as the place to go to unearth a wealth of 

Japanese art. But just off from the Minster on 
High Petergate stands the pristine Japanese 
Print Shop, a little cherry blossom of a gallery 
specialising in Japanese woodblock prints 
from the late 1860s through to the early twen-
tieth century. Like the principles of bonsai tree 
art, the shop has been methodically cared for 
and brought into bloom under the fastidious 
tenure of the shop’s proprietor, Percy Barkes, 
since he first opened in the mid-1970s. 

Though the Japanese Print Shop ordi-
narily displays Russian paintings alongside 
its eponymous works, it is currently running 
an exhibition given over to a single Japanese 
artist: Watanabe Seitei. Up until very recently, 
Seitei has not been considered an important 
artist in 19th century woodblock printing, 
eclipsed by the more familiar likes of Hiro-
shige and Hokusai. But Japanese woodblock 
art is currently enjoying a great wave of inter-

est from the UK (with the British Museum 
running an exhibition looking at the last 30 
years of work in Hokusai’s life) and, as Barkes 
says, “Seitei’s prints are images of which you 
will “never tire”.  So now seems like an apt 
time to shed some light on an artist who creat-
ed works of bucolic beauty that have (largely) 
fallen through the cracks of mainstream criti-
cal attention.

There cannot be many artistic forms that 
are considered to have exhausted themselves 
in a specific, single year. But this is the case 
with ukiyo-e, the woodblock and painting 
style that reigned in Japan from the 17th 
century through till 1868. In 1868, the Meiji 
Restoration returned Imperial rule to Japan 
and led to huge technological modernisations, 
which unleashed tsunamic social and politi-
cal changes, as well as sounding the death-
knell of the apparently obsolete ukiyo-e style. 
Ukiyo means ‘floating world’, named after the 
dreamy decadence of the merchant class in 
Edo (modern-day Tokyo) that emerged dur-

ing the rapid economic growth of the city in 
the early 1600s. Though the practice contin-
ued into the modernist period, collectors to 
this day consider ukiyo-e works made after 
1868 (in Barkes’ words) “a little bit naff ”. 

But Barkes invites us to look again. Seitei 
was born in 1851 in Tokyo. His family were 
rice brokers, but from as early as 12 Seitei 
showed a deep interest in painting. He ended 
up becoming one of the most important expo-
nents of kacho-ga, the bird and flower images 
so often depicted in ukiyo-e work. Though 
the majority of Seitei’s work occurred after 
the apparent decline of the form in 1868, his 
oeuvre remains extremely beautiful and is suf-
fused with the cross-pollinating influence of 
European watercolourists. For the first time, 
Seitei’s work was exhibited in Tokyo this year, 
signifying a new respect for this enigmatic and 
distinctive artist. As Seitei’s reputation comes 
into efflorescence, make sure you do not miss 
the opportunity to see his work in York’s very 
own conduit to the Japanese art world. 

tradition goes pop
Lara medlam revels in the eclectic style and vivId 

colours of japanese psych-pop artist tadanori yokoo
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You don’t have to like Shakespeare to ad-
mit that his work and persona have un-
deniably permeated the literature, art, 

film, fashion, culture, theatre, even festivals, 
of the four centuries since his death.  

Four weeks ago, the biennial York Inter-
national Shakespeare Festival celebrated, for 
the second time, some of the infinite (interna-
tional) varieties of the Bard’s work that exist 
in York; from an Iranian Coriolanus to Throne 
of Blood, a Japanese film rendering of Mac-
beth, from a Danish exhibition to a Romanian 
dance interpretation of As You Like It.  ‘York-
Shakes’ began in 2015 and was co-founded by 
Professor Judith Buchanan, Director of the 
Humanities Research Centre at the Univer-
sity of York, and Artistic Directors Damien 
Cruden of York Theatre Royal and Philip Parr 
of Parrabbola, a community arts organisation.  
It was conceived as a statement of York’s in-
ternationalism and cultural engagement, says 
Professor Buchanan, and today it is widely 
recognised among UK academics and as part 
of the European Shakespeare Festivals Net-
work.  

As an assistant to this year’s Festival, I 
prepared timeline and poster displays with 
other postgraduate students and Professor 
Buchanan, as well as workshop activities on 
Macbeth for a local secondary school class.  
Professor Buchanan affirms that this festi-
val has been “a good vessel through which to 
generate some stretching and interesting stu-
dent-led projects”, and indeed it has been this 
for the students involved.  

Unsurprisingly though, it was probably 
another event in the University calendar that 
might have passed you by in this often-chaotic 
summer term. It seems that the festival’s tar-
get market at the University was established 
academics rather than (undergraduate) stu-
dents, posing an unintentional disillusion-
ment between these two sets of people.  While 
student apathy of course cannot always be 
helped, there is a sense that the limited pub-
licity of this festival was not geared towards 
the potential student enthusiasm for it.  See-
ing the research output of fellow students 
ought to inspire and engage across the aca-
demic board, and if this festival had been tai-
lored more towards students, as its planning 
stages were for students like myself, the cap-
tive audience might have looked a little differ-
ent four weeks ago.

The idea of Shakespeare as a ubiqui-
tous, literary poster boy for the UK might 
feel forced and irrelevant to the present gen-
eration of students in this country, students 
who are diverse in their ambitions and na-
tionalities.  Curating the timeline displays for 
Hamlet and Macbeth proved that, if anything, 
Shakespeare has diversified over time and 
become relevant to mass audiences.  During 
the festival week, there were several instances 
of reinvention also, illustrating Shakespeare’s 
survival in 2017.  For one, York Theatre Royal 
staged a 1920s musical production of Twelfth 
Night. 

Meanwhile, the festival finale was a 
‘Bloody, Bold and Resolute’ day of a range of 
scholarly, dramatic and musical responses de-
voted to Macbeth.  Dr Peter Kirwan from the 
University of Nottingham spoke on the paral-
lels between the play and Game of Thrones; 
and director Kit Monkman premiered his new 
film adaptation of Macbeth, which was shot 
entirely on green screen.  

Most often however, reinvention attracts 
those with a pre-existing interest, such as 
these individuals and organisations, for the 
thrill of seeing something new from some-
thing familiar.  So how successful is the re-
invention of Shakespeare? Perhaps this is 
where internationalism comes in.  The festival 
united nationalities from all over the world 
in one city over the course of just one week.  
It opened with an installation of the ‘Hamlet 
in Elsinore 1816-2016’ exhibition curated by 
Anne Sophie Refskou, a Danish scholar from 
the University of Surrey.  Last year, this com-
memorated both Shakespeare400 and the 
bicentenary of performing Hamlet in this his-
toric, scene-setting castle. 

This year, her celebration of internation-
alism was brought to York and, with it, a host 
of Danes ready to celebrate their country’s 
eminence in this great work of drama.  At the 
end of the week, Professor John Jowett from 
the University of Birmingham and Professor 
Emma Smith from the University of Oxford 
also placed Shakespeare on an international 
stage in the ‘Bloody, Bold and Resolute’ day.  
They respectively discussed the geography of 
Macbeth, and applied modern conceptions of 
terror to the king as a warrior.  

One of the most successful collabora-
tions of both reinvention and international-
ism during the week came from the actor who 
recently played Hamlet with the Royal Shake-
speare Company, Paapa Essiedu.  In a Q&A 
with Professor Buchanan, he discussed how 
this production was infused with the heritage 
traditions of the cast, who predominantly de-
scended from West Africa and the Caribbean.  
In retrospect, it was also refreshing to hear 
from Essiedu, who is still early in his career, 
and how he took on such a formidable role.  
The ‘Hamlet at Elsinore’ exhibition which sur-
rounded him builds up the play, in a way that 
might seem intimidating to a young actor.  
However, he modestly presented this Hamlet 
as the cast and creatives’ way of ‘lifting’ the 
story for modern audiences.

For an international audience in York, we 
need look no further than the student body 
and yet there is a feeling that there is some-
thing missing from the festival to establish its 
international status.  Continental recognition 
is not enough and should not be enough when 
the festival was born out of York’s cultural en-
gagement with the rest of the world.  It’s as 
though something needs to be sent out, as it 
were, to the world from York to fulfil this idea.  
What is the festival’s legacy from 2017? There 
is now a class of school children that has learnt 
more about Shakespeare in three hours than 
they ever have before, leaving a community 
legacy and renewed connection between the 
University, a local school, and Shakespeare.  
What about the international legacy and out-
reach though? 

That is a question for 2019 to answer, per-
haps.  If you are still in York over the next two 
years, I urge you to get involved, regardless of 
your academic discipline.  I must stress that 
this was a special experience: curating these 
exhibitions, working with exclusive items (in-
cluding a Lady Macbeth dress worn by Akiya 
Henry in Monkman’s upcoming film), and 
sharing these artistic and literary interests 
with so many new people.  While still in its in-
ception, this festival needs more international 
voices to, in the words of Paapa Essiedu, lift 
its story up. M

shakespeare in york
megan johnston explores the marvels of the York 

International shakespeare festival
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Dale lyster discusses the shows of this year’s Autumn/winter london fashion week men’s

london fashion week men’s ss18

Titled ‘From the arrival of the invitation’, it was clear from the 
outset that Tour de Tranmission would take a critical stance on 
the modern times in wider society. It challenged the humble 
onlooker with one simple statement – we are not modern at 
all. With Tour de Transmission, everything from the fittings to 
the materials to the wider visuals themselves had the appear-
ance of being there, without actually being there at all. Models 
graced the catwalk to teach onlooker’s subversive lessons that 
expanded beyond the boundaries of the pieces themselves, 
transitioning to relevant social issues. Fittings of the pieces 
were of intentionally incorrect measurements, though rather 
distant from the overused and oversized trend in recent times, 
the fittings dressed the models in such a manner to remind us 
that our current society is not as it seems. The pieces them-
selves were carefully constructed to remind us that although 
what we are presented with in society may seem like we are 
progressing, we are retrogressing. Where one would expect fit-
tings to finish, there were non-present gaps in an Leondard 
Cohen fashion, mirroring his famous stating of gaps are how 
“the light gets in.” In the case of this seasons catwalk, the light 
that got in was brandings of “LIES” in tattoo-like fashion, to 
present that this is what we are being fed by the media – lies.

After attendance of St James’ 
synergising show at LFWM, Dale 
Lyster speaks exclu-
sively to stratospheric 
David Gandy in regards 
to the fashion industry 
and his advice for young 

people wishing to pursue his footsteps. As a young 
man, the most successful male supermodel turned 
fashion businessman, began in humble footsteps 
before being scouted at the age of 21. Gandy most 
notably earned his big break in Dolce and Gaban-
na’s Light Blue campaign, with his Time Square 
billboard acting as his portfolio opener and staple. 

Since then, Gandy has gone on to front various cam-
paigns from Vogue to GQ and more recently acting 

as the face of Wellman. 

However, Gandy opted for a dis-
tinguished path for a man of his status, 
turning fashion designer and business-
man. The British gent collaborated with 
another British staple of menswear in the 
form of his David Gandy for M&S. What 
originally began with a traditional yet 
distinctive design of underwear later led 
to one of the most successful fashion col-

laborations in recent times.  

QU: What advice would you give to young people look-
ing up to you and wishing to follow in your foot-
steps?

DG : “I always talk about perseverance. I’ve 
had years of perseverance trying to get people to 
listen to me. Knock on the most doors, and don’t 
take it to heart if they don’t open. Before I went 
into fashion I was constantly getting rejections for 
five years and nobody knew what was going on till 
Dolce and Gobanna. I know have my own collec-
tions, with collaborations coming soon. Models 
don’t have their own collections, so it’s just work-

ing with the right companies”. 

interviews: David Gandy

edward crutchley
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Phoebe English continued her interactive and visually dynam-
ic approach to her presentations with her Spring/ Summmer 
18 show. Upon walking into the event, attendees were ush-
ered through a walkway that hinted what was impending. The 
room was dimly lit to allow for full emphasis to be placed upon 
the models and their ongoing activities. The only variation that 
juxtaposed the event was the music being DJ’d upon entrance. 
English took, as her surname suggests, a British approach to 
the visuals; models were cladded in traditional English work-
wear. The presentation itself seemed to exist in the past due to 
a nostalgic approach to traditionally working clothing. How-
ever, it existed largely in the present due to updated cuttings 
and the music in the foreground. Though nostalgic workwear 
may be thought to take a constructive approach, English opted 
for an on-trend soft hue to compliment her typical leaning to-
wards a darker pallet. The dynamic approach harks on Eng-
lish’s desire for practicality to be valued on a higher podium 
than visuals themselves. Items included shirts progressing into 
dresses, alongside cotton joggers for a more toned-down slant. 
Bisectionality was employed throughout the presentation to 
transition different items together to allow for more subtle de-
tails. 

phoebe english

IMAGE: @PHOEBEENGLISH

One of the most exciting brands to present themselves at 
London Fashion Week Men’s this season was that of Dashing 
Tweeds. Situated just outside of the British Fashion Council 
Show Space, a pop-up stall like Dashing Tweeds provided the 
spontaneity and ever-present entertainment, in a way that 
onlookers of London Fashion Week Men’s may see as being 
too self-indulgent. Dashing Tweeds reminds us that in a sea 
of large designers, what provides true excitement is the free-
dom of smaller brands. Dashing Tweeds aims to provide more 
choice to the humble wearer, with recent variations in fabrics 
thought to be on the increase in modern times. Though it may 
be thought to take a formal tone in recent times, tweed is clas-
sically sportswear in it’s origins. Yet, the brand does not exist in 
the past; it brings tweed to the present through the technicali-
ties ever-present within the yarns. Geographically, the brand 
subverts traditional stereotypes through transitioning the 
pieces from their traditional country-leaning background to 
the city. Dashing Tweeds goes about this transition by incorpo-
rating sportwear into their designs, providing the pieces with 
a rebirth for the modern gent while satisfying the traditional 
needs and desires that comes with tweed, thus reafirming to its 
audience that we must view designers of all sizes equally.

dashing tweeds



University of York collective The North-
ern Youth showcased a number of stu-
dent designers and brands in the Ron 

Cooke Hub on 9 June. The show, entitled ‘Fi-
nal Threads’, was characterised by its focus on 
the process of making the pieces it included in 
its collection. Dubbed a ‘return to the process’ 
by the creative and artistic director, the show 
retains its collective’s titular sense of ‘youth’ 
through its legitimisation of every stage of 
creation as art in and of itself. 

Compare The Northern Youth’s focus on 
process with the wealth of history that per-
formance art has, which places the ‘value’ of 

the art within the process of its creation itself 
behind it. In this way, the show entangles it-
self with the complex issue of authenticity and 
materiality. It challenges what is to be consid-
ered “the final product’ and centres the crea-
tor of the garment at the heart of the project”. 

Designer Sophie Lincoln produced a 
number of pieces for the show, including 
net dresses inspired by Molly Goddard that 
toy with the idea of undergarments as fully-
fledged pieces. “The net dresses kind of looked 
like inner wear, or like they needed a slip un-
derneath” Lincoln says, “so they were unfin-
ished in that they weren’t wearable in a tradi-
tional sense”. Similarly, Lincoln’s designs were 
singularised by unfinished shapes and punc-
tuated with zippers and open seams, aiming 
to deconstruct the garment and confront ex-
pectations of what constitutes the complete. 

There is something youthful about Lin-
coln’s deconstructed denim, inspired by Ve-
tement’s turn to reworked vintage jeans that 
launched in fall 2015. Denim is the fabric 
zeitgeist for the millenial refusal to be pinned 
down. The very idea of reworking vintage 
jeans captures the dualism of the title: these 
pieces are both final, but their reworked na-

ture in itself undermines any sense that these 
pieces will not continue to be repurposed. 

Perhaps what this show says, is that this is the 
piece’s final form, in this particular portion of 
its lifecycle, but that nothing is ever truly final.

Orla Lavery’s creations also display a 

minimalist design and the process of decon-
struction.  Her collection is recognisable, with 
raw unhemmed edges, geometric shapes and 
simple silhoettes and a neutral colour palette 
that is accentuated by chic pinstripes. 

Ultimately, the show achieves a reappro-
priation of creative autonomy by challenging 
traditional notions of wearability, much in 
the same vein as The Northern Youth’s aims 
to destabilise London’s current grasp on the 
art scene by promoting northern creatives and 
wrestling focus away from the capital.
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Fashion is by nature a contentious beast. 
The only form of art in which everyone 
is obligated to participate, the cordu-

roys and cottons we cover ourselves with give 
clues to those around us about who we are, 
and what sort of person we want to be. Some 
pretty unorthodox stuff occurs in every high 
fashion catwalk, but there are boundaries to 
be pushed even when it comes to mainstream 
casualwear. Just the other afternoon I pur-
chased a routemaster red floral jumpsuit, with 
such a complex arrangement of straps and 
flaps it took nearly ten minutes in the chang-
ing room and a friend’s assistance to work out 
quite how to physically get it onto my body. 
It’s ridiculous. I look like I could be in a 70s 
glam rock band. Money well spent.

But I couldn’t help feeling, as I handed 
over my hard-earned student loan to the 
cheery girl behind the till, that something in 
the world of modern casualwear was amiss. 
Specifically in terms of the creative divide be-

tween a masculine and feminine wardrobe.
Now, I invite everybody out there to 

wear whatever makes them feel most com-
fortable, gender binary be damned. 
But there’s a pretty stark contrast 
between the limits of male and fe-
male-oriented fashion. Specifically, 
women’s fashion is given societal 
consent to be far more experimental 
and boundary-pushing than that of 
our male counterparts. And I think 
that’s a real shame.

Just look at the recent Kickstarter 
attempting to fund the RompHim – if 
the name didn’t give it away, it’s a romp-
er suit for men, not any sort of invitation. 
Harmless, right? Still with a typically mas-
culine cut, with a turned-up collar, the 
shorts cut off at the mid-thigh, it was a 
man’s version of something women have 
been wearing for years. Not particularly 
an attempt to feminise men’s fashion, pas-

tel hues and button prints be damned, but 
rather a way to expand the boundaries of 

what a men’s fashion item could be. Eye-
catching, practical, easy to throw on 
in a pinch. 

Esquire responded with the 
headline “The Bro Romper Exists 
and I Don’t Want to Live on This 
Planet Anymore”. So it’s safe to say 
it’s not been going down too well.

Women’s fashion allows for 
all sort of cuts, colours, and shapes: 

we’ve got jumpsuits, rompers, bral-
ettes, dresses, leggings, crop tops, 
peplums, blouses, bikinis, tankinis, 
full-piece swimsuits, killer heels, in-
finite variations upon the skirt. Men’s 

fashion, in comparison, is distinctly 
lacking. T-shirt, button-up, jumper. A 

few distinctions among the humble trouser 
family. Maybe a vest if you’re feeling brave. 
There even feels like there’s a rather bizarre 

degree of stigma surrounding men wearing 
shorts outside of the gym. Put your knees 
away, am I right lads?

That’s not to say that the way women 
dress daily isn’t policed in itself, but the limi-
tations upon men’s fashion are disheartening. 
I’m not calling for men’s fashion to become 
more effete, although I’ll be honest I wouldn’t 
frown upon everyone in 24/7 drag. Rather, 
men’s fashion ought to expand its high-street 
horizons, retaining its masculine essence but 
pushing the same creative boundaries. Allow 
the RompHim. Give me Johnny Depp’s iconic 
sportswear crop top in A Nightmare on Elm 
Street. Remember when Kanye wore a skirt? 
That was an experience. 

I’m saying this all as a rather feminine 
woman, who only wanders into the men’s sec-
tion once in a blue moon, attempting to find 
an XL t-shirt I can pull off as a dress. But still. 
I just feel like men’s fashion ought to have a 
little more to chew on.

interviews: Nick cARVEll
Attending LFWM, an event that brings together an 

abundance and variety of successful people who a 
part of an ever-changing, creative industry,  it is no 
surprise that Dale Lyster manages to catch up with  
Nick Carvell on the streets where the commotion of 
Fashion Week is happening. 

Nick Carvell is the former Online Fashion Edi-
tor and current Associate Style Editor for popular 
international monthly men’s magazine Gentlemen’s 
Quartlerly, and most importantly, a lover of dou-
ble denim (as stated in his Twitter bio). Carvell is 
responsible for covering all the key international 
menswear collections. His long standing work in 
the industry has won him FBMJA Online Fashion Journalist 

of The Year, and in an industry that is becoming increasingly 
reliant on the internet for survival, Carvell 
is just the person that could provide the 
necessary advice for many aspiring writers 
and editors. 

DL: What advice would you give to 
young people looking up to you and wish-
ing to follow in your footsteps? I started 
out in student journalism. 

NC: Standing next to my old univer-
sity, King’s College London, I used to work 

for the student paper. My advice would be when you’re try-

ing to get into a competitive in-
dustry like fashion, a 
lot of people will say 
well do something 
else, just keep in 
mind what you want 
to do and make a lot 
of connections and 
put yourself out there. The most important thing 
is to meet people you admire, try to get intern-
ships at magazines you like. People who work in 
the industry like to know who’s coming up, who is 
new. You might have to keep emailing them and 

they will get back to you eventually. 
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redefining the limits of men’s fashion

AMELIA CLARKE on the northern youth’s second charity fashion show 

chloe kent laments the lACK OF FLEXIBILITY IN MASCULINE CLOTHING
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King No-One are known to most York 
locals as the band regularly seen busk-
ing on street corners, and their local 

dedication has paid off. Four years since the 
band formed the Yorkshire-born foursome  
have already built a strong fanbase, com-
pleted a sell-out tour and secured main stage 
slots at several UK festivals. A stone’s throw 
away from their usual 
busking spots in York, 
lead singer Zach Lount 
sat down over coffee – 
almond latte, one-shot 
– to share the secrets of 
this young band’s suc-
cess. 

The band was built 
on old friendships, Zach 
explains. “[Joe Martin] 
and I, the guitarist, have 
been friends for too 
long really, an alarm-
ing amount of time, it 
must be 11 or 12 years 
now, I can’t keep count. 
It’s always been a mu-
sical friendship. As musicians you just try 
bands out and that’s how I met James. Then 
we started King No-One. I pulled in my best 
friends that I’d been in bands with before. 
And it worked.” 

A huge part of their image is their political 
activism, an attribute which sets them apart 
from the crowd. Even their name has politi-
cal undertones. “Our name is King No-One. 
No-one is king, we’re all one equal. We were 

always going to be politically active”. A keen 
feminist, Zach appreciates the importance 
of male voices talking about women’s rights, 
and isn’t afraid a potential backlash. “As far as 
I’m concerned if somebody doesn’t agree that 
we’re all one equal and thinks a man is far 
more important than a woman then I don’t 
want them at my shows anyway.”

Dedicated from day 
one, the band started 
out setting up on the 
streets of York, perform-
ing and selling CDs, un-
til they became a regu-
lar feature of the local 
music scene. “I over-
busked in York,” Zach 
jokes, “it was pretty hor-
rific how many times we 
used to busk here.” The 
unconventional move 
allowed the band to go 
full-time straight away, 
and helped them de-
velop a strong and loyal 
fanbase. Once York had 

been exhausted they began playing on street 
corners across the country, connecting with 
the cities they visited and building a buzz 
around their new sound. 

Those hours busking clearly paid off, with 
the band fresh off an almost sell-out 14-day 
tour. Just three dates failed to shift all their 
tickets, while Manchester sold out a month in 
advance. “We didn’t expect them to be as busy 
as they were. And what was most interesting 

was that it was all the ones towards the end, 
the buzz from the first couple of nights and 
the videos we put up made people excited and 
want to go.”

It isn’t hard to see why King No-One have 
built such hype. Their creative aesthetic and 
off-beat sound stands out in the over-saturat-
ed alternative rock scene. Determined to break 
the mould, Zach is clear 
that they are more than 
just another indie band. 
“I’m not a massive fan of 
the kind of music peo-
ple categorise us with. I 
don’t listen to these ‘hot 
indie bands’, it’s just not 
my taste at all. We get 
compared to them, but I 
think that’s just because 
it’s four white guys in a 
band. But that’s not the 
music I’m writing when 
I pick up a guitar.”

A cursory listen 
of their most recent 
singles reveals a band 
quickly developing a strong sound. Their lat-
est release ‘Antichrist’ is perhaps their best 
yet. As Zach reveals, the single marks a new 
stage of experimentation in the band’s dis-
cography. “It’s alternative rock, but at the mo-
ment we are experimenting with mixing clas-
sic hip-hop with our kind of indie rock. Our 
last single ‘Antichrist’ is kind-of inspired by 
that early-2000s dark hip-hop. It was quite 
subconscious really. We just didn’t like what 

other bands of our genre were doing. It’s got 
that feel of Dr Dre or even 50 Cent in some of 
the verses.”

It can’t be understated how quickly this 
foursome is on the rise. An unsigned band 
with no debut album, the band already has 
a slot on the NME Stage at Reading Festival 
– the first unsigned band ever to do so – and 

a main stage spot at Y 
Not Festival. Unsur-
prisingly, Zach has big 
ambitions for the band’s 
first album. “It’s some-
thing we intend to do 
eventually but at the 
minute there’s kind of 
no rush. We’ll keep go-
ing until that album’s so 
anticipated. And we’re 
waiting for that number 
one spot.”

Chatting to Zach, 
it’s clear King No-One 
are at the start of an 
exciting trajectory. You 
can’t help but get the 

feeling that we have barely scratched the sur-
face of what they have to offer. In an increas-
ingly corporate and repetitive scene, a band 
like this is just what music needs. Their fresh 
approach and sheer enthusiasm is a breath of 
fresh air, and their limited discography teases 
at even better sounds to come. King No-One 
are a band determined to do good things and 
leave their mark wherever they go. They are 
the very definition of ‘ones to watch’. 

music M12

Eleanor Langford Meets King No-One frontman Zach Lount to discuss the band’s bright future
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It was 50 years ago today 
Jack Davies explores the legacy of beatles masterpiece sgt. pepper’s lonely hearts club band on its 50th birthday
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Marika Hackman has always been a re-
freshing artist, whose music is dedicated 
to a rare and honest lyricism. In her second 
album I’m Not Your Man, Hackman retains 
these qualities while also providing a new 
sound, ditching the acoustic guitar (exclud-
ing two tracks: ‘Cigarette’ and ‘I’d Rather Be 
With Them’) and mellow layered vocals with 
a more hi-fi electric sound, an obvious differ-
ence from her first album We Sleep At Last. 
This new-found energy will lend itself well to 
a new realm of live shows for Hackman, play-
ing with a band rather than solo.

Hackman’s first single from the new al-
bum, ‘Boyfriend’, is quite a shock at first; an 
energetic track that encompasses everything 
her last album wasn’t. However, it was just as 
enticing and captivating as the Marika Hack-
man fans know and love. 

In a recent interview, Hackman said her 
shift in sound was a “deliberate effort”, and 
that the first song she wrote, ‘Violet’, was a 
bridge between the two sounds. ‘Apple Tree’, 
is perhaps the track most similar to Hack-
man’s first record, returning slightly to the 

eerie, contained tone. 
Thematically, I’m Not Your Man tackles 

themes of sexuality in a fresh and honest way. 
Lyrically, Hackman bares all in this album. 
Though her lyrics are more explicit than usu-
al, there is still an element of connection with 
her first record, mainly through the perverse 
imagery Hackman uses.

Changing sound is a brave but crucial 
step for an artist, and with this new album, 
Marika Hackman has totally succeeded. Con-
tinuing on from her musical foundations with 
an active transition to a more energetic, elec-
tric sound, I’m Not Your Man is an enchant-
ing addition to Hackman’s catalogue. 

It’s become something of a cliché to talk 
of The Beatles as the pinnacle of popular 
music. Articles praising the band as “the 

best ever” and their music as “ground-break-
ing” or the “most influential” are ten-a-penny. 
As such, more and more people dismiss state-
ments like this with a passive yawn, as if to 
say ‘change the tune, we’ve heard enough of 
the Fab Four’.

Regardless, it is with good reason that 
they’re remembered with such fondness, hav-
ing changed the musical landscape unalter-
ably. And despite the supposed saturation of 
Beatle-praising in the media, if there’s one 
thing that warrants another such piece, it’s 
the 50th anniversary of undoubtedly one of 
the most seminal albums of all-time, Sgt. Pep-
per’s Lonely Hearts Club Band. 

Released back in May 1967, the album 
still stands as the biggest-selling studio album 
in the history of British music. And while 
sales don’t necessarily reflect qual- ity – 
Ja m e s 

Blunt, Meat Loaf and Shania Twain all have 
albums in the top 20 – the fact that in half a 
century no artist has managed to topple John, 
Paul, George and Ringo’s greatest effort is tes-
tament to Sgt. Pepper’s longevity and calibre.

The album itself stands clear as one of 
the most experimental, forward-thinking 
collections of songs ever to grace the popu-
lar musical canon. ‘Lucy in the Sky with Dia-
monds’ serves as a glowing representation of 
the band’s ability to consistently alter and in-
novate their sound, seeing them consolidate 
themselves as masters of the psychedelic, so 
much so that the track is often wrongly as-
sumed to be about the hallucinogenic drug 
LSD. ‘Within You Without You’ experiments 
with aspects of Indian music, inspired by 
George Harrison’s close friendship with In-
dian musician Ravi Shankar, and features 
the sitar heavily in an intriguing amalgam of 
western pop and Indian classical. ‘A Day in 
the Life’ is regularly l i s t e d 

as the best song ever written, seeing the band’s 
sonic experimentations reach a true pinnacle 
in five-and-a-half minutes of audio blissful-
ness, with never before attempted transfor-
mations in sound and rhythm.

Even the album’s cover artwork proved 
something of a watershed for popular music, 
the band employing British pop artist Peter 
Blake to craft a comprehensive ‘who’s who’ of 
famous figures at the time, costing the prince-
ly sum of £3000 in an era when an album 
cover art would typically cost 50 quid; the re-
sult is nothing short of iconic.

Naturally, as the capital of all things Bea-
tles, the band’s hometown of Liverpool have 
embarked on an ambitious programme of cel-
ebrations for the album’s 50th birthday, with 
an event planned for each individual track 
on the album. Some of the most eye-catching 
citywide events include “Mr Kite’s MUSICIR-
CUS!”, which aims to turn Aintree Racecourse 
into an expansive 

Sgt. Pepper theme park, and “Pepperland”, an 
orchestral extravaganza at the city’s Philhar-
monic Hall.

Accompanying these celebrations is the 
re-release of a remastered edition of Sgt. Pep-
per’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, which sees the 
original track listing remastered in high ste-
reo quality across CD, vinyl and digital plat-
forms, as well as a deluxe edition including a 
wealth of previously unheard demos, studio 
sessions and recording snippets to delight any 
fervent Beatles fan looking to celebrate the al-
bum’s anniversary.

And to anyone doubting its relevance in 
the 21st Century, it’s worth taking a look at 
the music charts; in a society dominated by 
the manufactured drivel of Justin Bieber and 
the collected solo efforts of the One Direction 
munchkins, the re-release saw the album re-
turn to its spiritual home at number one in 

the UK Albums Chart, and 
even reached number three in 
the US. Sgt. Pepper: an album 
truly getting better all the 

time.

Paramore
After Laughter
Eleanor Langford

Paramore are a group plagued by band-
mate disputes, from their high-profile split 
with the Farro brothers in 2010 to the depar-
ture and ensuing legal battle with ex-bassist 
Jeremy Davis. Now reconciled with ex-drum-
mer and founding member Zac Farro, the 
band are embarking on their next chapter.

Initially, the neon-tinged vibes and pure 
pop sound of After Laughter seem a complete 
departure from the angst and heartbreak of 
Riot! and Brand New Eyes, but the old Para-
more still lives on under a new guise. Lead 
single ‘Hard Times’ echoes the world-weary 
frustration of their earlier releases, while 
‘Grudges’ chronicles the band’s reconcilia-
tion with Zac Farro just as Brand New Eyes 
recorded the pains of Paramore’s initial split.

The album sees singer Hayley Williams 
at her best. Amid the soaring falsettos and 
seething shouts, we hear her voice at its most 
mature, its most natural. Much of the pain 
on the album is deeply personal, with Wil-
liams criticising the media’s idolisation of 
her in ‘Idle Worship’ and lamenting the loss 
of a friend in ‘Forgiveness’. The mood is of 

growth and acceptance, a far stretch from the 
bitterness and anger that tinged their earlier 
albums.

From its sorrowful lyrics to tropical-pop 
sound, this release documents a band that is 
done trying to please. The relief of reconcilia-
tion is mingled with the pains of acceptance, 
and after five albums it is clear this  is a band 
done with dwelling on anger. 

This album might not be what Paramore 
fans expected, but it seems as though Wil-
liams and co. are done with expectations. 
With After Laughter, Paramore are embrac-
ing sugar-coated pop as the remedy to the 
controversies of their past. 

Marika Hackman
I’m Not Your Man
Giulia De Vita



Jack’s back! After seven years out of the 
spotlight, Nicholson is set to be return-
ing to the cinema screen in a remake of 

Oscar-nominated German comedy Toni Erd-
mann. While already rehashing a film which 
only came out in 2016 does seem more than 
a little premature, it’ll be good to see one of 
the most talented actors of a generation back 
at work. Coinciding with this news has been 
CityScreen’s recent Jack Nicholson season, in 
which six of the actor’s greatest efforts were 
recently reshown. Each one characteristic of 
his trademark roguish charm, we chart Ni-
cholson’s career from the late 60s to the late 
80s and bring you the actor in his prime; 
flamboyant, rambunctious, and unflinchingly 
real.

The earliest film in the Jack Nicholson 
season and the first ‘classic’ the great actor 
made is Dennis Hopper’s seminal counter-
culture trip Easy Rider. Of all the films, it 
is the one where Nicholson has perhaps the 
smallest role, but he leaves an indelible mark 
on the film. Following Peter Fonda and Den-
nis Hopper as they ride across America on 
their choppers, searching for freedom and 
the soul of the states, it is a film very much 
of its time. Its spirit of rebellion and rejection 
of authority seems somewhat naïve today, but 
was a powerful call to a generation in the late 
1960s. During their bike-riding adventures 
Hopper and Fonda do their best to highlight 
the hypocrisy and corruption at the heart of 
America’s establishment. Correct or not, the 
film makes a persuasive argument for their 
marginalisation rather than their law-break-
ing being the thing separating these outsider 
criminals from the rest of society.

As well as being an entertain-
ing and intellectually engaging 
work, Easy Rider is of course an 
important film too; it helped usher 
in a new era of filmmaking. Hop-
per’s film holds an esteemed place 
in movie history by helping to 
kickstart the New Hol-
lywood movement 
that would give us 
some of the great-
est of all American 
films. After The Gradu-
ate and Bonnie & Clyde 
pushed the boundaries of sex and 
violence, Easy Rider complet-
ed the full spectrum of paren-
tal outrage with its enticing 
and terrifying depiction 
of drug use. 

Injected with 
the electric energy 
of psychedelic rock, 
there is sometimes 
the feeling that 
we are watching a 
cool-hippie-mon-
tage of great land- scapes and 
warbling guitars. Yet, beyond 
this, there is com- plexity to the 
film. Hopper and Fonda’s characters are cru-
cially different in their outlooks on life, one 
desperately running from conformity, one 
looking upon the mess of a country he was 
born into with deep sadness. Beyond their 
cynicism and spirit of rejection, there is a vital 
heart and pain at the film’s core. Nicholson is 
key to this; his alcoholic lawyer has the glint 
in the eye and charming laugh that char-

acterises so much of his work, but there is a 
real tragedy to him as well. If people hadn’t 
noticed him yet, by God they will have done 
after Easy Rider.

And so exploded the illustrious career of 
John Joseph “Jack” Nicholson. Moving into 
the seventies, we find some of his best work. 
The earliest among them is Hal Ashby’s The 
Last Detail. If his film-stealing turn in Easy 
Rider announced what we could expect from 

Nicholson, this road movie comedy with sad-
ness lying beneath gave his undeniable talents 
a superb showcase.

Known by many as the ultimate outsider, 
the man who stubbornly refuses to give in to 
conformity and authority even at tragic cost to 
himself, Nicholson plays one of the finest ex-
amples of that character here. Billy “Bad Ass” 
Buddusky is a marine with a contempt for 
supposedly marine-like conformity. When we 
first meet him he is asleep with booze nearby, 

a one-shot summation of his denial of 
his own subservience to others. After 

he and Otis Young’s “Mule” refuse 
several times to go on the “chicken 
shit detail”, they end up taking a 
young offender to prison to serve 
his unfathomably harsh sentence. 

Along the way, the almost des-
perately aggressive and re-

bellious “Bad Ass” and 
the more restrained 
mule decide to show 
this young man a good 
time before his life as 
he knows it is ended.

Scripted by Nichol-
son’s frequent collaborator 

Robert Towne, it is an at-times 
hilarious look at justice, youth 
and fun. As in Easy Rider, 
they encounter classic era 

archetypes along 
their journey – 
communes of 
hippies and de-
testable author-
ity among them. 
Nicholson is 

compel l ing to watch as “Bad 
Ass” becomes more and more 
c o n t e m p t u - ous of the bosses 
that have sent him out on a job he hates with 
a purpose he despises even more. Classically, 
he displays an energy and violence that is only 
just beneath the surface. But, being Jack, he 
does it all with an incredible amount of charm 
and outsider wit. Also, being Jack, it’s not as 
straightforward as that. Bad Ass’s search for 
fun and rebellion has an air of sadness to it 
and, as the film draws to a close, Nicholson 

conveys so much sadness in the briefest of 
looks that you remember once again just how 
good he is.

The Last Detail was a lesser-known ball 
of Jack’s manic energy, social injustice, and 
sharp dialogue. Both great performances, 
both good films. Then there’s Chinatown. 
Chinatown is a masterpiece. It is the only film 
in the season where Jack strays away from 
his classic manic-charming-rebel style, and it 
is quite possibly one of the best films he ever 
made, one of the best films of the New Holly-

wood era and one of the great American mov-
ies of all time.

Again scripted by the superbly talented 
Robert Towne, it is a neo-noir that both hom-
ages and subverts the classic genre archetypes. 
It is the story of private eye Jake Gittes, played 
by Nicholson with more restraint, but no less 
wit, spark, or pain than his other characters. 
Following on from a routine bit of snooping 
into an extramarital affair, Jake finds himself 
closer to a much more serious kind of mis-
demeanour. Finding corruption and murder 
in LA’s water department, he becomes em-
broiled in a taut web of sex, love, violence and 
capitalist greed.

A logical and intelligent man who is used 
to being right, Jake here faces something 
much bigger than himself. For once in his life 
he needs to leave things alone, which is easier 
said than done when confronted with Faye 
Dunaway’s enigmatic Evelyn Mulwray and 
the pure evil at the heart of the film’s mystery. 
There was a well-known feud between Polan-
ski and Towne concerning the ending of the 
film, but Polanski won out and the final scene, 
not to mention the final line, are among the 
very best.

Chinatown on the surface is a tense and 
shocking mystery, but its magnificent depth 
reveals a world of metaphors and complex 
commentary on money, power, and the na-
ture of evil. Anti-authority and grinningly re-
bellious as always, this time Nicholson plays 
a more complex character, conflicted and 
confused by the daunting challenge of being 
in love. He goes on one of the most interest-
ing journeys of Nicholson’s characters. In a 
career of great films, Chinatown sees Jack at 
the height of his powers.

A particularly heart-breaking addition 
to the Nicholson canon, One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest is a story of chaos vs order, 
subject vs oppressor, id vs superego. In the 
ultimate case of malingering gone wrong, we 
see Mr. Nicholson as Randle McMurphy, a 
man imprisoned on a statutory rape charge 
who attempts to avoid hard labour in prison 
by having himself committed to a mental in-
stitution. However, once he’s on the inside, 
he’s dismayed to find the ward run by the 
humourless Nurse Ratched, who engages in 
passive aggressive bullying and mind games 
with the patients. Dreams of a comfortable 
life behind bars crushed, McMurphy ignites 
a revolution among his more lucid peers to 
dismantle her regime, resulting in ultimately 
tragic consequences.

Based on the 1962 novel of the same 

Film & TV m14
www.ey.com/uk/careers

all work and no play
Chloe Kent and andrew young take a look back at the career of cinema’s not-so-dull boy

He plays the 
ultimate outsider, the 

man who refuses to 
give in to conformity 

and authority

“

Nicholson conveys 
so much sadness with 

the briefest of  looks 
that you remember 
just how good he is

“

IMAGE: WARNER BROS.

IMAGE: PARAMOUNT PICTURES



Top 5 tv shows that should  
be cancelled

name by Ken Kasey, Cuckoo’s Nest is a tragicomedy with one 
of the most devastating conclusions to a film in cinematic his-
tory. It’s an extraordinary, vicious power-play, Nicholson’s un-
inhibited and heartfelt performance dominating every scene, 
without overshadowing the fantastic ensemble cast. Sydney 

Lassick as the childish and stroppy Charlie Cheswick and 
Brad Dourif as the anxious, stuttering Billy Bibbit are par-
ticular standouts, with Billy’s devastating suicide as the event 
which triggers McMurphy’s downfall. And how can we go 
without mentioning the “Chief ”, played by Will Sampson, and 
his performance in the bittersweet endscene. Still, Nicholson 
acts as the ringmaster in this chaotic circus. Seen by many as 
the film which made the man, his trademark grin and 
untameable spirit are more of a force than 
ever. His talents are perhaps encapsulated 
best when, having been denied the ability 
to watch the World Series on television 
by Nurse Ratched, at the expense of the 
disruption to routine, he untouchably 
mimics a sports commentator, ad lib-
bing the events of the game. He in-
furiates Ratched, excites the patients, 
and establishes himself as one of the 
most talented actors of a generation.

A story not only of the patients 
of the mental hospital, but a general 
allegory for the corrupting influence of 
power, Nicholson’s loveable rogue pro-
vides us with a touching tale of martyr-
dom - McMurphy’s tale of fiery rebellion 
will stay with you long after the credits roll. 

From Munchausen’s madman to a sin-
cere psychotic, Nicholson got to go complete-
ly off the wall in The Shining. Not Stanley 
Kubrick’s best work, but perhaps his most fun, 
Nicholson stole the show with his presentation 
of Jack. An adaptation of a Stephen King 
novel which strays pretty far from the 
original book by the close, Nichol-
son plays a man driven gradu-
ally to insanity. Relocating 
to an isolated hotel 
with his family 
for the winter, 

a  nightmarish combination of cabin fever and a few of the 
hotel’s unadvertised residents – all of whom are a little less 
organic than the Torrance family – collaborate to gradually 
detach his grip on reality. At the same time, his telepathic son 
Danny, adorably dressed in an array of jumpers and dunga-
rees which these days wouldn’t appear out of place on a grown 
man in the right trendy cocktail bar, is having some pretty in-
tense visions of the same unwanted guests. 

It’s a picture which doesn’t quite make sense or tie itself 
together, going absolutely batshit insane in the third act, with 
an obnoxious jangling soundtrack that isn’t always used to ul-
timate effect, as well as some really ugly carpets. Despite these 
shortcomings, The Shining is an iconic piece of popular cul-
ture, and it’s Nicholson’s performance which really cements 
the film in horror’s hall of fame. More disturbing than any of 
the hotel’s ghosts – Shelley Duvall’s encounter with the 1980s 
answer to furries, (anyone?) – is his portrayal of a man slowly 
losing his mind, and you feel a genuine chill when he tells his 
wife “I’m not gonna hurt ya. I’m just going to bash your brains 
in!”

Concluding this tour-de-Jack, a more comical depiction 
of Nicholson as a villain is Tim Burton’s 1989 interpretation of 
Batman. Face prosthetically contorted onto a permanent, sin-
ister grin, which looks even more disturbing when flesh-toned 
than in red and white, Nicholson is deliciously camp as every-
one’s favourite comic-book villain. Flanked by a boombox-tot-
ing lackey who plays situationally-appropriate Prince songs, 
this gaudy incarnation of the joker is undeniably one of the 
best. He’s difficult to compare to Heath Ledger’s much darker, 
equally brilliant, 2008 interpretation in The Dark Knight, 
and in a completely different league to Suicide Squad’s recent 

bastardisation. This is most likely for the best. After all, 
one should never rub another man’s rhubarb.

Batman is by far the most lighthearted film 
on this list, cut from an entirely different cloth 

to modern takes upon the superhero genre. 
Effectively balancing style and substance, 
with a booming soundtrack that won Dan-
ny Elfman a Grammy, and a comfortable 
equilibrium between moments of tension 
and comedy, Batman’s only shortcoming 
is its female characters. Vicki Vale (Kim 
Basinger), a photojournalist who has 
apparently documented warzones but 
faints when something makes her jump 
and for the most part screams and flails 
her way through the movie, is best left in 

the 80s. M

The Jack Nicholson season was showing 
at CityScreen as part of their weekly Vintage 

Sundays slot. They offer annual student 
memberships for £20.
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THE SIMPSONS

THE WALKING DEAD

DOCTOR WHO

SUPERNATURAL

BIG BANG THEORY

The fact the show was great once makes its decline even 
more painful. 

After seven seasons, we get it. Everybody dies - just do it 
quicker.

Tennant was the best Doctor. No debate. Things have gone 
downhill since then.

Who is even watching this anymore? Fun for a few seasons, 
Supernatural has become a dead weight. 

The least intelligent sitcom to besmirch our screens in 
recent years - and it’s supposed to be about geniuses!

IMAGE: UNITED ARTISTS

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest is a story of chaos vs. 
order, subject vs. oppressor, 
id vs. superego, and the 
ultimate case of 
malingering gone wrong

”
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Another title from strategy nuts Paradox, Steel 
Division is the new kid on the real-time strat-
egy scene. Owing plenty to its other devel-
oper Eugen, this certainlu isn’t the game that 
Starcraft or Command and Conquer fans are 
searching for. 

Based mainly on multiplayer gameplay,  
the player gets a choice of nine allied and nine 
axis divisions that can be edited, including the 
classic 101st Airborne division, the 6th “Red 
devils” Airborne division, and the 21st Panzer 
division. The individual divisions have a mix 
of infantry, armour, artillery and aircraft, each 
with their own unique strengths and weak-
nesses. 

It seems that Eugen’s focus was on gener-
ating a much deeper realism, so when you run 
your infantry into a machine gun nest, don’t 
be expecting them to come back. Artillery re-
quires ammunition from logistic trucks, tanks 
need a clear line of sight in combat, and your 
units can only hold for as long as their moral 
stays high. 

The end result is a tactical, exciting and 
often dazzling gameplay experience, with 
Mosquitos bombing German artillery em-
placements, Tiger tanks decimating Polish 
Cromwell’s, and bitter city fighting. Another 
one for history fans but also people looking 
for a challenge. 

With its second expansion, ‘Death or Dis-
honour’, releasing on 14 June, now is a great 
time to get into Paradox’s latest grand strat-
egy game. You play as the leader of any 1930s 
country of your choice, and that really does 
mean any, from Nazi Germany to Tibet via 
the United States and Soviet Russia along the 
way. With its historical scope unlike any other 
game, it’s easy to lose countless hours of your 
day building a country into a military power, 
whether by seizing the means of production, 
following the path of fascism or sticking true 
to the beleaguered democracies. 

When you get bored of breaking history 
after seizing Germany as Communist Luxem-
bourg, you can jump into the countless free 
mods, which take the game to new time peri-
ods, such as the modern day, and incorporate 
even more features. 

Each major nation has a set of unique 
national focuses, ranging from the histori-
cally accurate Anschluss, to the less historical 
British invasion of Belgium, and as you pro-
gress you’ll unlock masses of new firepower 
through the extensive research tree, adding 
even more historical scope to the game.

If you’ve ever wanted to try your hand at 
running a country, particularly after the elec-
tion, and you like painting maps your colour, 
this is the game for you. 

Ask most gamers what they think of 
Valve and two things jump to mind. 
They’re the creators of an industry 

changing game, Half Life, and operators of 
the biggest platform in PC gaming, Steam. 
Through its ease of use, constant sales and 
integration into almost every major game re-
leased on PC, Steam has come to dominate its 
market. 

Until recently, Valve had maintained a 
‘nice guy’ reputation from its early days as a 
small company, despite its current success. 
But recent articles in Forbes and Kotatku 
have heaped fiery criticism on the corpora-
tion’s practices, and scandals in recent years 
regarding the company’s lack of a refund sys-
tem and the flawed Steam Greenlight have 
only added to the company’s problems. All of 
a sudden, cracks seem to be showing in their 
armour. 

Certainly, Valve’s immense control over 
the PC market and shady practices are worry-
ing. Back in 2011, statistics showed they con-
trolled up to 70 per cent of the PC market, but 
alternatives such as EA’s Origin and sites like 
G2A we can assume have surely eaten into 
this chunk. 

Despite this, we know that digital sales 
have been on the rise, and overtook physical 
game sales in 2014, and add to this the figure 
that  62 pr cent of gamers use a PC, a whop-
ping 1.2 billion people according to the ESA 
and Intel, and we can see that Valve’s slightly 

smaller chunk is worth far more than it was. 
Regardless, a company with a large market 
share can still provide an ethical and good 
quality service, but recent trends suggest 
Valve is not taking this direction, with its 
somewhat ominous operations. 

As recently as February this year, the EU 
was investigating Valve and others for anti-
competitive practices, in this case preventing 
people in certain areas accessing sales and 
offers. In 2012, a German consumer rights 
group, VZVB, took Valve to court for its prac-
tice of removing a user’s access to their games 
if they did not accept new licence agreements, 
and only recently have basic rights, such as 
refunds, been added, and this was only due 
to public pressure - such abuse of customers 
would no longer be tolerated. 

It’s not merely the corporation’s busi-
ness practices that have been under scrutiny 
however. Stats published by steamspy show 
that around 40 per cent of all games ever re-
leased on Steam came out in 2016. This is due 
in large part to the Steam Greenlight system 
that allowed masses of small developers to put 
their projects on Steam. And while this, on the 
surface, sounds like a positive, the result was 
far from it.

Instead of leading to a flourishing of new, 
small games onto the market, all Steam us-
ers will know that the market place is now 
awash with unchecked, garbage projects, that 
often flip assets and unfairly earn large sums 

of players’ money, in some cases without the 
ability of the customer to get a refund. 

Couple this with internal rumours of  
major staff resignations, and claims of an aw-
ful work environment, and suddenly Valve 
doesn’t seem like a place consumers should 
be giving their money. But people won’t stop 
spending, and can you blame them? 

There’s a reason Valve won such a huge 
market share. Steam is easy to use, relatively 

cheap, and has the massive majority of popu-
lar games available on the market.  I’ve even 
got it open as I write this, so I don’t pretend 
to be any better. 

Valve won the war for online control 13 
years ago, when it was the first company to 
realise the potential of forcing people to sign 
up to its system to play games. Steam’s domi-
nation of the marketplace, bar being a total 
disaster, isn’t ending anytime soon.
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WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT STEAM
Nouse gaming asks: is it time we started calling Valve out over its excessive monopoly and damaging practices?

FIGHTING SEASON: FROM WW2 TO VIETNAM
Sam Flint looks at the new war games that will keep your history and 60’s music sides busy this summer

Steel Division: Normandy 44 Rising Storm 2: VietnamHearts Of Iron IV
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Tripwire, the minds behind Killing Floor,  
have a knack of making their guns feel good.
As soon as you boot up the latest game in 
the Rising Storm series, you’re greeted with 
Creedence Clearwater Revival’s ‘Fortunate 
Son’, and if you aren’t feeling at home in ‘Nam 
by then no amount of huey’s, jungle or Charlie 
is gonna change your mind.

First person shooter fans will find a chal-
lenging learning curve in these jungles, how-
ever. Multiplayer only, the 64-player battles 
can often regress into death simulators, with 
the highly realistic damage models leading to 
painful one shot kills. If you take the time to 
learn its mechanics though, and play with a 
full squad of friends, the game offers a Viet-
nam experience like no other. 

Burning spike traps with your flame 
thrower, or crawling through tunnel networks 
to avoid American helicopters, it surpasses 
the relatively few titles that also tackled the 
conflict in Vietnam. The realism too comes 
as a refreshing change from the increasingly 
arcade Battlefield and Call of Duty franchises. 
Bayonet kills here require skill and preci-
sion, and real teamwork is required to push 
through enemy sectors.

If you’re willing to learn and you love the 
smell of napalm in the morning, look no fur-
ther.



York’s annual Festival of Ideas is the 
largest free festival in the UK. This 
month, the Festival is busy hosting 150 

free events in the city and on campus, includ-
ing talks, workshops, films, exhibitions and 
performances, all focused around this year’s 
theme: ‘The Story of Things’. 

The Festival began in 2011, with the in-
tention of showcasing work and research by 
York’s academics, and highlighting the im-
portance and relevance of higher education to 
today’s world. Over the years, the Festival has 
grown in size and popularity; from hosting 
just over 20 events in the pilot six years ago, 
it now welcomes a huge number of speak-
ers, performers and exhibitors, as well as 
thousands of audience members to its many 
events. 

A partnership between the University 
and over 60 cultural, social and business or-
ganisations both in York and nationally, it 

aims to allow space for the general public to 
participate in open debate and discussion 
with academics and high-profile speakers. 
The debate element is crucial for organisers, 
leading to the Festival’s four so-called ‘Focus 
Days’, which take a particular major contem-
porary issue and present talks, panels and 
workshops to explore them. 

This year’s 
Focus Days 
consider the 
relationship 
b e t w e e n 
Britain and 
France fol-
lowing the 

election of President Emmanuel Macron; 
the question of whether democracy is under 
threat on account of fake news, right-wing ex-
tremism and other topics; the challenges fac-
ing our healthcare system, including tackling 
mental health and the future of the NHS; and 
the future of work, featuring a talk from Har-
riet Harman. 

 Since the pilot, every Festival has fo-
cused around a theme; in the past, these have 
ranged from ‘Metamorphoses’ in 2012, to 
2014’s ‘Order and Chaos’ and last year’s ‘Tick 
Tock’. The theme helps to focus the Festival, 
while also allowing for plenty of breadth and 
scope for exhibitors, performers and speak-
ers to explore. However, alongside the Focus 
Days, the Festival itself is also organised into 
smaller sections or themes, which this year in-
clude ‘A Moment in Music’, ‘Eoforwic: Angli-
an-era York’, ‘Russia in the Spotlight’, ‘A Date 
with History’, ‘The World in Motion’, ‘Reveal-
ing the Ancient World’, ‘Science: The Final 
Frontier’ and more. 

This year’s theme is ‘The Story of Things’, 
which certainly provides plenty of scope. Ac-
cording to the Festival’s programme, which 
can be found online or obtained for free from 
any York library, the aim of the theme is to 
celebrate “human ingenuity and invention”. 
Some events take the theme very literally, 
such as ‘The Stories Behind Our Favourite 
Things’ on Wednesday 14 June, looking at the 
role of objects in our understanding of mean-
ing, while others are a little more nuanced, 
like ‘Border: A Journey to the Edge of Europe’ 
on Friday 16 June which explores the hidden 
history of Europe’s last border, between Bul-
garia, Turkey and Greece. 

Given the uncertain political climate (at 
the time of writing the outcome of the gen-
eral election remains unknown), many of this 
year’s events carry a political theme. A lot 
feature Brexit, such as ‘York, Europe World: 
An Outward-Looking Future’ on Tuesday 13 
June, which invites members of the public to 

enter into a dialogue about 
what York might look like 

post-Brexit, and asks how 
residents can keep York 
an outward-looking city 
amongst the political tur-
moil. Others consider the 
refugee crisis, looking at 
the impact of music and art 
on refugee communities, or, 
on Saturday 17 June, invit-
ing residents to have a cup of 
tea with a refugee outside the 
Minster with a strong ‘Refu-
gees Welcome’ message.

The sub-themes include 
‘The Story of Stories’ and ‘The 

Story of...’; the latter allows for speakers to tell 
their own stories. Major speakers in previous 
festivals have included Nobel Prize-winning 
author JM Coetzee; novelist and York alum-
nus Anthony Horowitz, poet Seamus Heaney, 
children’s writer Michael Morpurgo, and 
Guardian journalist Polly Toynbee, among 
countless others. Earlier in this year’s Festi-
val members of the public heard from Peter 
Lord, Co-founder and Creative Director of 
Aardman, the studios behind favourites such 
as Wallace and Gromit and Chicken Run, 

and former MP, Strictly Come Dancing star 
and Twitter hero Ed Balls. (If you missed the 
latter, check Muse’s feature on his recent ap-
pearence at the University on M4.)  

Still to come at the time of printing is 
the story of Reverend Richard Coles, her-
alded in the Festival programme as ‘the UK’s 
only vicar to have had a number one single 
in the pop charts’. Coles is also a broadcaster 
on both BBC Radio 2 and Radio 4; although 
these aren’t necessarily typical student sta-
tions, Coles was once a member of pop duo 
The Communards, living – according to the 
online programme – ‘a life of sex and drugs’, 

so there may be more to him than 
meets the eye. 

The Festival’s finale lands on Fa-
thers’ Day, so features the story of 

Guardian columnist Tim Dowling. 
Dowling has been writing his weekly 

column for Guardian Weekend for almost a 

decade, documenting family life with effort-
less humour, and his talk follows the recent 
release of his book, Dad You Suck.

However, the Festival isn’t only about 
talks and panels. Its finale weekend also 
features the annual LUMA Film Festival, 
which champions the work of the Universi-
ty’s up-and-coming filmmakers. Productions 
at LUMA have gone on to win national and 
international awards and acclaim, including 
BAFTA nominations. Alongside screening 
every film submitted, LUMA also holds film-
focused workshops and talks for anyone with 
an interest in film production. Like so many 
other Festival of Ideas events, LUMA is en-
tirely free and takes place on Hes East on 17 
and 18 June. 

One of the Festival’s main focuses is in in-
clusiveness and accessibility. To highlight this, 
it features many events for specific age groups 
such as young children, including Wednesday 
14 June’s ‘Zombies in York’ event for eight-
to-twelve year olds, in which attendees will 
watch a zombie dissection by University of 
York scientists and save the city from a zom-
bie invasion. There are also events for teens, 
including acting workshops, and hands-on 
events for families.  

The vast majority of Festival events are 
held on either of the University campuses or 
at easy-to-reach destinations in York city cen-
tre, making them more accessible to students 
than any other group. Student attendance is 
greatly encouraged by festival organisers: ac-
cording to Joan Concannon, the Festival’s di-
rector, “speakers are always hugely enthusias-
tic about networking with students and there 
are really great opportunities for students to 
generate new contacts.”

Although by the time of printing the Fes-
tival will be in its final week, there are still 
plenty of events available to attend. Tickets 
can easily be downloaded from the Festival 
website, and although there may be tickets 
available on the door it is advised that attend-
ees book in advance to ensure their space. M

For more information and tickets, please visit 
the Festival and LUMA websites at:
www.yorkfestivalofideas.com

thinking ahead

FEATURES M17
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the theme 
is to celebrate 
“human ingenuity 
and invention”
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 Lucy furneaux discusses ‘the STORY OF THINGS’ AND THE BEST EVENTS TO INSPIRE YOU at this year’s festival of ideas

There are really 
great opportunities 
for students to 
generate new 
contacts

”
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Ramadan – it’s a month during which 
Muslims abstain from eating and 
drinking, every day, from sunrise to 

sunset. Its intention is often encapsulated as 
encouraging commitment, devotion and em-
pathy, for those who are unable to have readily 
available access to food and drink. 

The routine and traditions attached to it, 
however, have developed, particularly among 
Muslims in Britain, whereby accommoda-
tion of the month itself has brought with it 
the opportunity not only for community spirit 
to flourish, but also for businesses to thrive. 
Nouse takes a look at this aforementioned de-
velopment and how abstaining from food and 
drink doesn’t stop them from being an inte-
gral part of observing the month. 

Traditions exist amongst many things 
and Ramadan is certainly a time of the year 
during which several traditions manifest and, 
for a month, entrench themselves as being 
part of a Muslim’s regular routine. 

The first of which comes in the form of 
‘Suhoor’, a period which predates the start of 
the fast and thus sunrise itself. This is a time 
during which food and drink are both con-

sumed in preparation for the fast. It’s neces-
sary to make sure that a person has enough 
energy to last them through the day, especially 
since an important tenet of fasting is to do so 
while going about your normal daily routine. 

Thus there is often a preference for food-
stuffs containing protein and fibre, eggs and 
cereal for example, and those which offer a 
slow-release of energy to help a person get 
through the day. Furthermore, often it is in 

fact the lack of liquids consumed which makes 
thirst a more pressing concern for many – as a 
result, it is often recommended to make sure 
one drinks enough water both prior to the fast 
beginning and following its culmination. 

The meal associated with this period of 
culmination is more commonly known as 
the ‘Iftar’ and offers the chance for people to 
get together and ‘break’ their fast with one 
another. Occurring just after sunset, people 
begin this by offering a short prayer 
before ensuring if possible that the 
first thing consumed is either one 
or several dates, a practice dating 
back to the beginnings of the reli-
gion itself. 

Of course, culturally speaking, 
there are preferences following this 
with regards to what exactly a per-
son chooses to eat and drink. An 
example, found in Pakistani cul-
ture, would be the beverage made 
from ‘Rooh-Afza’ a rose-based 
syrup, which is then mixed with 
milk and has tapioca seeds add-
ed to it. 

The significance of the 
unity between people breaking 
their fast is something which 
shouldn’t be understated, and as 
such, a fair share of mosques open 
their doors to the general public 
and welcome them in to share 
an Iftar together. This often has a 
very community-based feel to it in-
sofar as it relies often on donations 
and contributions (financially speak-
ing) to be able to provide food for many, 
day-in, day-out. 

One way of accommodating this is by 
mosques having a rotational system whereby 
a different family may provide the food for a 
specific day during Ramadan, encouraging 
people to not only give back to their commu-
nity but also help feed those who may come 
along to the Iftar for their only meal of the 
day. 

A more general example of such an initia-
tive not attached to any speciic place of wor-
ship would be the ‘Ramadan Tent Project’, 
founded in London in 2011 by a group of stu-

dents from the School of Oriental and African 
Studies. Usually “expecting around two hun-
dred or three hundred guests per evening”, 
they also supplement their events with guests 
and have, since their inception, expanded not 
just to several different cities but also several 
different countries. 

In addition to this, a further initiative 
that exists is the ‘Big Iftar’, which provides a 
platform and opportunity to those who want 
to host their own Iftar, again often open to 
many, particularly in a public setting. A na-
tionwide initiative, the ‘Big Iftar’ also encour-
ages multi-faith inclusion and thus has had 
events held in synagogues for one.

The commercial aspect of Ramadan is 
one that has also grown and developed sig-
nificantly, particularly in the UK. Restau-
rants will often offer Iftar-based set menus, 
specifically aimed at those breaking their 
fast, while others may operate a buffet-
style system, which allows for people to 

plate their food in preparation for be-
ing able to eat. 

Over the past few years, de-
mand and therefore availability 
has increased for restaurants that 
stay open late night to accommo-
date for ‘Suhoor’. Brioche Burger in 
Walthamstow is one such example of 
a restaurant that has decided to pro-
vide such an opportunity, with a spe-
cific menu being created just for that 
time of day. Furthermore, due to the 
importance of dates during Rama-

dan, businesses that focus on bespoke 
dates often thrive due to a surge in de-

mand. Again, these companies will often 
tailor their products to this newfound de-
mand and thus offer special packages to cus-
tomers, specifically due to it being Ramadan.  

Demand isn’t just limited to restaurants 
being able to supply food to customers – more 
often than not, people choose to have their 
Iftar meal at home with their family. This 
means that despite not expecting there to be, 
a considerable amount of food is bought, per-
haps even more so than outside of Ramadan. 

This is echoed in the fact that, particu-
larly over the past few years, more and more 
national supermarkets such as Sainsbury’s 

choose to accommodate this and openly ad-
vertise and encourage people to come, offer-
ing deals that take into consideration this 
increase in consumption. Ramadan is un-

doubtably increasing its impact on everyday 
life in the UK. 

Abstaining from food and drink is there-
fore one key part of the month and under-
standably the first thing people associate 
with the month itself. However, it’s fair to say 
that both fasting and community do still play 
an important part in allowing people to get 
through the month. 

Whether it be the more community-based 
initiatives such as ‘Ramadan Tent Project’ or 
the commercialism of Iftar based set-menus 
offered by some restaurants to both accom-
modate Muslims and see their own profits 
rise, the influence of Ramadan on food in the 
UK seems to continually be on the rise. M

The fast and the scrumptious
Mustafa chaudhry explores the importance of food and drink for muslims during the month of ramadan
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....in finding out more about ‘Rama-
dan Tent Project’ visit their Facebook 
Page.

Bespoke dates like the ones seen in 
picture (middle) above can be found 
at www.thedatery.co.uk
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An important tenet 
of  fasting is to do so 

while going about 
your daily routine

“

The importance 
of  dates during 

Ramadan means 
that businesses 

often see a surge 
in demand

“



The world of gaming, if left to its own de-
vices, can become insular and isolated. 
I have spent hours in my room in the 

dark only to realise days later that the  world’s 
still turning without me and my stomach’s 
been rumbling for a long time. And while 
some games need alone time for an immer-
sive experience, consoles and gaming have the 
potential to foster social engagements.  

When my attention was drawn to the 
Kickstarter campaign for Play!, an upcom-
ing gaming café in York, I threw down my old 

Nintendo and sat up. The people behind the 
project, Tim Henton and Kirsty Dodge, be-
lieve that there is potential for a more social 
gaming scene in York. Speaking to Tim about 
their aspirations for the café, he tells me that 
“online gaming has meant that people don’t 
socialise in person round the television any 
more. The main objective for Play! is to pro-
vide a venue where people can connect over 
some of the best local multiplayer games from 
every console generation”.  

When asked about what challenges they 
might face he says that the biggest one will be 
finding the right venue: “Being such a pictur-
esque tourist spot, York obviously has a lot of 
businesses vying for space in the city centre. 
We are working to make sure that we are as 

ready as possible to pounce on the right prop-
erty as soon as it becomes available!” It’s been 
around one year since they first made their 
plans to open a gaming café public knowl-
edge, so they are eager to move forward as 
soon as possible. From their website it is clear 
they have exceeded their Kickstarter goal.

Funding can be one of the greatest pit-
falls for any new idea, but Kickstarter has as-
sisted with many creative dreams, from indie 
games to high street establishments. What 
better way to prove to investors that the gam-
ing community is keen about the idea then 
to show their investment? It beats buying 
another limp DLC for a game you rarely play 
anyway. “From the very beginning, Kickstart-
er seemed like the perfect fit for us. We want 
our café to have a strong community feel to it 
so we knew we wanted to connect with locals 
as soon as possible before even opening. By 
allowing people to pay for their membership 
upfront, we are in an amazing situation where 
we can say that we know 267 local people who 
can’t wait for us to open our doors to them, 
and we are so grateful to them.” 

The conversation moves towards first 
and favourite games. Tim confesses, “We’ve 
been massive fans of video games since child-
hood. Three friends and I would meet reli-
giously every weekend to play whatever new 
multiplayer game we could get our hands on 
for their Playstations or my N64. Kirsty and 
I really think this type of gaming is dying out 
to a degree. In terms of board games, Kirsty 
and I both come from families that love noth-
ing better than to sit around the kitchen ta-
ble playing. My mum and dad are really into 
Ticket To Ride at the minute so we keep buy-
ing them the expansions for birthdays and 
Christmas!” This made me feel giddy, as I 
have grown up with the PlayStation 2 since it 
was my brother who first made me pick up a 
controller. 

Meeting players through gaming is an 
easy task. Today I can log onto my console, 

click multiplayer and wait for the system to 
link me with someone anywhere in the world. 
It’s easy, we play a game and then go our sepa-
rate ways. Sometimes we will add each other 
as friends - if they are a decent person - but I 
don’t find it memorable for the company. In 
fact, my greatest enjoyment has been playing 
with people I know well. This project means 
you don’t have to let go of your controller 
to have a social interaction. That’s what the 
gaming community should be about; simply 
one player turning to someone else, either a 
newcomer or a sesoned player, and saying, 
‘hey this is pretty cool, check this out.’

I raise a common stereotype: some view 
the gaming scene as gender biased. Whether 
it’s a group of guys crowding around a game 
of cards or your brother shouting at you over 

a player vs player match. Tim shoots this as-
sumption down quickly: “Last year Gametrak 
estimated that 20 million people living in the 
UK aged 11-64 play video games regularly 
(42 per cent) and since 2014 women have 
accounted for over 50 per cent of all gam-
ers in the UK so the stigma of gaming being 
a male-centric ‘hardcore’ pasttime is getting 

very tired”. I agree. And when this upstart café 
takes off, I will be happy to see many people 
emerge from their caves and see the differ-
ent genders, ages and ethnicities exhibiting a 
uniting passion for a game, genre or platform 
which is an amazingly powerful bonding tool. 
You like the Krogan war hammer? So do I.

From our talk it is clear that Kirsty and 
Tim know their games, and both have adept 
culinary experience to support both sides of 
their business: “It wasn’t until Kirsty and I 
began working at a local café that the final 
pieces of the puzzle fell into place for us. I’ve 
personally worked in the food industry in 
York but not directly in this environment so it 
was working together in this set up that made 
it very clear that we would be the right people 
for the job!” Thinking about my own personal 
experience of spilling food on gaming equip-
ment, I asked him whether there was a risk of 
damaging the games, Tim reassured me that 
they “have been toying with the idea of clear 
Perspex sheets to protect gaming boards etc. 
but we have been to other similar establish-
ments that just trust their customers and let 
them get on with it.”  

York is a place of high culture, independ-
ent movies, musicians, and theatre. But with 
the expansion of Travelling Man, OG gaming 
and other venues, I wanted to know whether 
he thought video games and fantasy aspects 
are within that sphere of culture too. “Most 
definitely,” he said. “I think York is becoming 
the North’s premier destination for this. Once 
open we want to work closely with other local 
businesses in the sector.” He continues: “York 
is the ideal place for anything! We are very 
lucky to live in such a beautiful city where the 
locals are so friendly and open to new ideas. 
We were ecstatic when the Arts Barge was 
granted planning permission earlier this year 
and with the recent announcement of Spark: 
York as well, there are some fantastic inde-
pendent, quirky venues popping up all over 
the city. The time is now!” M 

coffee and consoles

FEATURES M19
@nousemuse www.ey.com/uk/careers

justine knight speaks to Tim Henton about play!, a gaming café coming to york

The objective for 
Play! is to provide a 
venue where people 
can connect over the 
best games

”
You don’t have 
to let go of your 
controller to have a 
social interaction, 
that’s what gaming 
should be about

”
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I had a dream on Wednesday night that 
Jeremy Corbyn stood on the steps of 10 
Downing Street, waving to the public and 

winking at the press. The sun glanced off his 
shoulders as a BBC News ticker read: ‘LA-
BOUR MAJORITY, CORBYN WINS 330 
SEATS IN UNPRECEDENTED RESULT’. 
The world was in shock, much like when 
a certain small-handed, morally-dubious 
entrepreneur took up his seat in the White 
House earlier this year. Except this time, I 
wasn’t walking home in the snow. The vic-
tory felt warmer; the whole world seemed to 
cosy up, rather than drifting apart and wash-
ing up in remote places. It felt too good to 
be true.

Well it was, rather. As I drifted in and 
out of sleep the following night, having col-
lapsed into bed at 3:30am after one too many 
glasses of sangria (don’t ask), the tinny iP-
hone speaker beside my bed gently hummed 
BBC Radio 5 Live. The exit poll was very 
promising. As if my body sensed something 
exciting was happening, I stirred briefly at 
5am to hear Stephen Nolan announce a cer-
tain hung parliament. No Labour majority, 
(we should be so lucky). No grinning Corbyn 
on the steps of Number 10. None of this, and 
yet unprecedented progress. 

Having voted in York, I consider myself 
a winner. Assuming a Tory/DUP unofficial 
coalition is on the cards, this is perhaps sur-
prising to some. Granted, I’d much prefer a 
Labour minority government or hell – even 
a second Tory/Lib Dem coalition – at least 
their polices wouldn’t be rooted in the 1950s. 
But I am over the moon, and I reckon that’s 
because against all odds, this time, the politi-
cal surprise was born out of kindness, rather 
than hostility. 

Whatever your political perspective, you 
can’t argue with Jeremy Corbyn’s good will. 
Labour’s token slogan this election, and one 
that sounds equally outdated and perfectly 

suited to our current impatient relationship 
with information, has a certain Robin Hood 
vibe to it. “For the many, not the few.” Not 
bad. Although if someone had told me that 
line would see Labour on 262 seats come 9 
June, I’d have eaten Paddy Ashdown’s hat.

It’s a slogan that you wouldn’t expect 
to hold up in 2017, given the modern ob-
session with fast-paced self-improvement 
and entrepreneurship. Why help the many 
when I could be the few? If I’m really suc-
cessful (and I could be, Mum, I could be) 
why should I give 50 per cent of my earnings 
away? I can pay for even better healthcare, 
even better education for my children. This 
championing of individualism is spurring 
me on – I can do it! I can– 

What’s that? You need a place to live? 
You need a job? You’ve fallen ill?

Charity begins at home, so the bastards 
say. Whatever happened to envisaging your-
self elsewhere? Jeremy Corbyn might not be 
perfect, but he doesn’t discriminate when it 
comes to the main body of society. If every 
child is offered a free school meal, and not 
only those who have been means-tested, no-
body can slip through the net. “For the many, 
not the few” doesn’t just mean higher taxes 
and a further-reaching state. It means a 
safety net for everybody. And isn’t that what 
society is about? Advancing together, and 
breaking one another’s falls?

These are the last words I will write for 
Nouse. There’s no perfect combination of let-
ters with which I can sign off, but I’ll leave 
you with this. 

I’ve met the most wonderful, diverse 
and enlightening people at York, and if I’ve 
learned anything in my time here (and it’s 
certainly not the definition of post-structur-
alism), I’d like to think I’ve got a better grip 
on empathy. 

As my mum would say: be kind, be gen-
tle, be patient. And fuck Theresa May.

Amy Gibbons:

no shits gibbon
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Jack  
RichardSonnets

Left Hanging
So June was not the end of May, it seems,
At least in that she has not yet resign’d.

(I write this Friday morn, so if she deems,
The time is right, this verse will be behind).

By this point I confess I’m not surprised:
Such presumption should not go unpunish’d,

So great a lead to be so vapourised
Will happen if our confidence is banish’d.

But Jezza celebrates this as a win,
And quite for why I too don’t understand

Theresa May is still in Number Ten
He still has not the seats to play his hand,

     Above all, let us spare a thought for Nick:
     Of all our hearts he may still take his picks.

IMAGE: HARRIET CHESHIRE

Niamh Murchan is enjoying the view...

Goodbye
The time has come to say goodbye to friends

Whom I have known for these three passing years.
How is it then, so many odds and ends

Remain unknown about these closest peers?
I do not know about those parts of life

That made them who they came to be right now.
What of school, and adolescent strife,

The things that made them laugh, or cry, or vow?
Instead these reinvented selves I met,

That nipped and tucked the past, and traits, away
And may in time fresh images beget

When life outside these walls begins to play.
     How can I say quite who I know, or why?

     When all will shift and bend to meet the eye?
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DONALD TRUMP announced on 1 
June that the United States would 
withdraw from the Paris Agree-
ment, citing that he “was elected 
to represent Pittsburgh, not Paris”. 
Trump has indicated willingness to 
renegotiate the accord on more fa-
vourable terms, but this was quickly 
dismissed by European leaders. 
In the run-up to the decision, US 
partners had attempted to convince 
Trump to reconsider at the G7 sum-
mit in Sicily. Notably, Pope Francis 
presented Trump with his work on 
climate change during his visit to 
the Vatican. There has been
near unanimous condemnation 
from the international community, 
with Germany’s Angela Merkel call-
ing it “deeply regrettable”, and Em-
manuel Macron, the newly-elected 
French President, calling for US 
climate scientists to move to France 
to continue their work there. China 
is widely expected to take on the 
mantle of global climate leadership: 
concerns about toxic industrial by-
products and poor air quality 
make environmental issues far 
more salient domestic policy 
than in the relatively clean 
west. Per the provisions of the 
Agreement, the earliest that 
America could formally with-
draw is in 2019.

The Paris Agreement is 
the most comprehensive in-
ternational accord to date that 
attempts to tackle anthropo-
genic climate change, with 
191 out of 193 recognised UN 
member countries signing the 
agreement. The US withdraw-
al adds a third country to the 
non-signatory list, alongside 
Nicaragua, and Syria. The for-
mer criticised the agreement 
as a half-measure due to the 
accord being non-binding, 
and the latter is embroiled in 
a bloody and protracted civil 
war. The agreement stipu-
lates that all signatories set 
their own national targets 
to reduce emissions on a 
voluntary basis, with the 
aim of maintaining glob-
al temperature increases 
to below 2ºC, the tem-
perature cut off that 
climate scientists 
widely believe to 
be the proverbial 
point of no return. 
Beyond 2ºC, sci-
entists predict 
that  natu-
ral disas-
ters and 
o t h e r 
climate-

related catastrophes will become 
commonplace, with extreme impli-
cations. Climate change related de-
sertification, for example, has been 
connected to the intensification of 
the European refugee crisis by di-
rectly affecting food yields in the 
Middle East and North Africa.

Domestically, the reaction has 
at once been negative, but also ex-
tremely galvanising. The Repub-
lican Party remains the exception, 
and most members espouse climate 
revisionism. While no longer explic-
itly denying the phenomenon, it is 
argued that human agency does not 

have an impact on the health of the 
environment. However, Democrats, 
incensed at the dismantling of one 
of Obama’s flagship policy legacies, 
criticised the decision even before 
it was made. Some individual US 
states and cities have individu-

ally committed to following the 
provisions of the agreement, 
despite official federal policy. A 
bipartisan group of states, in-
cluding California, Colorado, 
and Connecticut, created the 
United States Climate Alliance 
and committed to meeting the 
Paris Agreement’s goals by enact-
ing the Obama-era Clean Power 
Plan. Further embarrassment 
came in a New York Times piece, 
where the Mayor of Pittsburgh 
- the city Trump cited in his de-
cision - jointly condemned the 
move with Anne Hidalgo, the 
Mayor of Paris. 

This is not the first time 
the US has withdrawn support 
from a global climate initiative. 
US withdrawal heavily under-
mined the Kyoto Protocol that 
was established in 1997. Since 

both the US and China were 
not party to the agreement, 
their emissions effectively 
cancelled out  progress in re-
ducing net global emissions 
that had been made by 
other industrialised coun-

tries. The difference to-
day is in the levels of 
public awareness, and 
the general domestic 

dissatisfaction sur-
rounding Trump’s 

administration. 
U n w i t t i n g l y , 

Trump may 
yet save 

t h e 
planet.

THE PRIME MINISTER called 
this snap election to strengthen 
her majority, but now finds herself 
without a majority at all and reliant 
on the Democratic Unionist Party 
to command confidence in the 
House of Commons. Theresa May 
had seemed unassailable, but has 
suffered a shocking blow. These are 
my top five takeaway points from 
yet another dramatic vote.

First: we might very well have 
a new PM by the end of the year; 
the third Conservative leader and 
Prime Minister in under two years. 
The loss of a majority has not won 
favour with many MPs who blame 
Mrs May for her very personal, 
shambolic campaign. Particular 
vitriol has been levied at her close 
advisors Fiona Hill and Nick Tim-
othy who have been described by 
Mrs May’s former Director of Com-
munications as “Lady Macbeth and 
Rasputin”. The two have resigned 
following the result. A leadership 
challenge or Mrs May’s resignation 
would likely occur during the sum-
mer recess with a view to electing 
a new leader before conference in 
October. Such an event could also 
mean another general election 
later in the year. The likely candi-
dates are Boris Johnson and David 
Davis. Many Conservatives are en-
amoured with Scottish Tory leader 
Ruth Davidson after her spectacu-
lar revival of Scottish conservatism 

but unfortunately for them she 
takes her seat in the Scottish Par-
liament so cannot feasibly become 
Prime Minister. 

Second: Labour did not win 
this election. This sounds obvi-
ous but one might be forgiven 
for believing that losing is appar-
ently the new winning. Jeremy 
Corbyn improved Labour’s result 
on 2015 and 2010, and this is in-
deed surprisingly positive for the 
party, but Ed Miliband was always 
a political dead weight, and Gor-
don Brown had to contend with 

the widespread accusation that he 
destroyed the UK economy. Mr 
Corbyn faced an incompetent and 
awkward Prime Minister with a 
shambolic manifesto, who couldn’t 
even stomach debating him, and 
had been literally laughed at by 
voters on live television on multi-
ple occasions. Overall turnout was 
the highest since 1997 and young 
voter turnout for voting was a re-
cord high of an estimated 72 per 
cent. Despite all this, the Labour 
Party was roundly defeated. There 
is no chance that Jeremy Corbyn 
could command the confidence of 
the House of Commons. 

Third: unionism in Scotland 
seems safe but the Good Friday 

Agreement in Northern Ireland 
seems more imperilled than ever. 
The SNP lost one third of their 
MPs north of the border, including 
deputy leader Angus Robertson 
and former First Minister Alex Sal-
mond, amid a resurgence of union-
ism defying Nicola Sturgeon’s de-
mand of a separation referendum 
rerun. As a result, the First Minis-
ter has been forced to concede the 
unpopularity of another vote on 
a secession. In Northern Ireland, 
however, the devolved government 
is without an administration as the 
deadline of 29 June for securing a 
power sharing arrangement draws 
ever closer. The Secretary of State 
for Northern Ireland has tradition-
ally brokered between the DUP 
and Sinn Fein but a Conserva-
tive alliance with the DUP in the 
Commons threatens to irrevocably 
undermine this convention and 
threaten stability in the nation. 

Fourth: Brexit remains on 
track. This election certainly hasn’t 
strengthened this Prime Minis-
ter’s hand in the Brexit negotia-
tions, and Theresa May is likely 
to be more than a little red-faced 
during her remaining interactions 
with EU leaders, but our exit from 
the bloc isn’t in question. There 
remains some uncertainty about 
how some of the details might 
change with this new DUP alli-
ance and potentially a whole new 
Prime Minister and Cabinet before 
too long, but 90 per cent of MPs in 
the Commons have declared their 
support for the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU and Brexiteers have 
no need to feel unduly concerned.    

Fifth: poor Nick, eh? 

Geoff Glover
POLITICS EDITOR

Je ne regrette rien: 
Trump pulls plug 
on Paris accords
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2017 election: the rundown
Joseph Silke
DEPUTY POLITICS EDITOR

I was elected to 
represent the 
citizens of 
Pittsburgh, not 
Paris

“

The PM called 
the election to 
increase her 
majority

“
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THE SMALL oil-rich peninsula of 
Qatar is at the centre of the biggest 
crisis seen in the Persian Gulf for 
30 years, having been cut off by its 
neighbours, including Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, due to allegations of 
its support for extremists. Although 
Qatar strongly denies these allega-
tions, it is alleged that the country 
has provided funding for groups 
designated as extremists including 
the Muslim Brotherhood and Ha-
mas. The failure of Qatar to disas-
sociate itself from Saudi Arabia’s 
rival, Iran, also plays a part in the 
decision by the other Gulf States. 
The isolation of Qatar will have 
massive implications for diplo-
matic relations in the region, as 
the tiny state holds a dispropor-

tionate influence in the world due 
to its oil riches and position of im-
portance in the Middle East.  Else-
where in the world, reaction has 
been a mixture of 
praise for this 
apparent sign 
that the Gulf 
States will 
not tolerate 
support for 
Islamic ex-
t r e m i s m , 
and caution 
that the 

move will only serve to destabilise 
this crucial region.

The Gulf States are seen as key 
actors in the fight against Islamic 
extremism and have been urged to 
do more by the west. The states  that 

severed ties with Qatar have ar-
gued that the move is a step in this 

direction. It is no coincidence 
that the decision by Qatar’s 
regional neighbours to isolate 
the country comes just weeks 

after the US President visited 
the Middle East. Trump urged 

Saudi Arabia to tackle “radi-
cal ideology”, and this 

emboldened the 
Kingdom to carry 
out this move 
against its re-
gional partner. 
Qatar main-
tain that there 
is no evi-
dence that 
it is sympa-

thetic to extremists, and argue that 
its isolation comes as a result of its 
attempt to act as a neutral state, 
particularly with regards to Saudi/
Iran relations. 

These developments, which 
some have called the most alarm-
ing in the region since the Gulf War, 
have been met with mixed reac-
tions in the west. Initially President 
Trump praised, and even took credit 
for the move. On 6 June, he tweeted 
that his visit to the region was “pay-
ing off ”. Later in the week he seemed 
to retract this earlier support for the 
move, making a phone-call to King 
Salman of Saudi Arabia in which he 
urged the leader to ensure unity in 
the region.  Qatar is an important 
ally for the west, with the US’s re-
gional airbase, Al Udeid, being in 
the country; a consideration which 
may have partly motivated Trump’s 
change of heart.

Despite the US President’s call 
for unity, the UAE has only hard-

ened in its stance, and has even 
threatened to jail Qatari sympathis-
ers. Qatar is largely dependent on 
its powerful neighbours and so the 
end to travel and diplomatic con-
nections will have implications for 
the small state. For example, citzens 
have been stock-piling foods and 
flights through the regional hub of 
Doha, have also been heavily dis-
rupted. This is a diplomatic crisis 
which has implications far beyond 
its epicentre of Qatar, or even the 
Gulf region. With Islamic extrem-
ism now being top of the agenda for 
countries in the west, many hoped 
that the Gulf states would be able 
to act as a restraint on such radical 
ideologies. Although this move by 
the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
others in the region has been justi-
fied as a move against extremism, it 
is likely that the isolation of Qatar 
will only serve to weaken the unit-
ed front against Islamic extremism 
which is needed. 

TRUMP’S PRESIDENCY has been 
riddled with controversy, but among 
a host of newsworthy events, one 
ubiquitous question remains to be 
answered: why is Congress not be-
ing more active in enacting Trump’s 
agenda? 

It’s been over a month since 
House Republicans succeeded in 
passing their own repeal bill; Senate 
Republicans rejected that bill but 
have struggled to formulate their 
own alternative. Mitch McConnell, 
Senate majority leader, said on 
Tuesday that they are “close” to set-
tling on their own plan, as pressure 
mounts to deliver before the August 
recess. The mood is at best “cau-
tiously optimistic”, as Sen. James E. 
Risch, Idaho Republican, told re-
porters. Given that McConnell can 
only afford to lose three of his fifty 
two Republicans, this cautious ap-
proach is to be expected. 

On the equally contentious is-
sue of tax reform, which Republi-
cans admit will not move forward 

until health care measures are se-
cured, progress is stagnant. During 
his speech confirming withdrawal 
from the climate accord, President 
Trump claimed that his “tax bill is 
moving along in Congress”. This was 
something of an exaggeration given 
that the “bill” is in fact a one page 
outline on tax reform which lacks 
specifics and next to nothing else is 
just about scraping through Con-
gress. It’s worth highlighting that 
the last major tax bill was passed 
under Reagan in 1986, with approv-
al ratings above 60 per cent. 

Low approval ratings are un-
doubtedly a major hindrance to ef-
fective action in Congress, with the 
latest figures suggesting Trump sits 
at just 36 per cent. In fact, approxi-
mately 43 per cent of Americans 
are in favour of beginning official 
impeachment proceedings. This is 
problematic not only in the sense 
that democratic institutions require 
public support to claim legitimacy, 
but also in that ambitious legislation 
requires the President and Congress 
to work together. With mid-terms 
approaching in 2018, congressmen 
are starting to seek means of dem-
onstrating to voters back home that 
they are independent, which means 
defying the party leadership. 

Of course, Presidential ap-
proval ratings are only part of the 
problem. With a coherent agenda in 
front of them, a unified Republican 
Congress could still pass major leg-
islation. The root of the problem lay 
in the flaws intrinsic to Trump’s pro-
posals, which are largely unpopular 
with the American public. For one 
thing, tax reform would categori-
cally involve cuts for the rich and 
corporations alike. Combine this 
with substantial budget cuts and a 
controversial healthcare bill and the 
barriers to success become all too 
clear. 

Furthermore, one can hardly 
blame Congress for policy stagna-
tion given the plethora of distrac-
tions currently plaguing Wash-
ington; arguably, they have been 
pre-occupied with checking the 
personal actions of the President to 
concern themselves with enacting 
the agenda. 

The Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee are currently preparing 
for the hearing of James Comey. 
Therefore, while legislative inaction 
would merit allegations of a broken 
branch in previous administrations, 
here it is merely a symptom of a 
body dealing with the political fall 
out of a Presidency in crisis.

AS POLITICS EDITOR, I’ve pos-
sibly presided over one of the most 
colourful years for a Nouse editor 
ever. 

I took over in time to cover Brex-
it last summer, and Donald Trump’s 
election in November. Since then, 
I’ve covered Austria, Italy, Turkey, 

France, and as I write today, Britain. 
Other issues have also reared their 
heads. The Syrian Civil War: the 
eternal bloodbath that continues to 
decimate a once great site of world 
civilisation. Venezuela is in the 
thrall of pseudo-revolutionary up-
heaval as the Chavista government 

implodes. As I sit here penning my 
last ever column, I can’t help but 
consider the true depth of change 
we’ve seen. Are we on the forefront 
of history? Two years ago, I’d have 
resoundingly said no. The system 
worked, the 21st century would be 
stable and prosperous, and we could 
definitely have our cake and eat it. 
Now, though, very clear fault lines 
have been exposed across our socie-
ties. To call the world in flux would 
be a massive understatement. 

I have been extremely privi-
leged to watch this unfold through 

Nouse. While this role has been 
instrumental in making me cyni-
cal through constant exposure to 
humanity being terrible to itself, I 
found myself strangely hopeful on 
the post-election morning, despite 
the arguably (though not by my 
opinion) worst possible outcome for 
Britain. 

The last two years have shat-
tered a decades long consensus. We 
would certainly be amiss to not rec-
ognise it. Whatever your thoughts 
on the state of the situation world-
wide, it is arguably our duty to sit 

up, and pay attention. I also remain 
grateful for this years’ events for re-
minding me that for better or worse, 
ordinary individuals possess enor-
mous power to change everything. 
Finally, I remain indebted to Nouse 
itself. We’ve had our ups and downs, 
but I couldn’t have asked for a better 
group to constantly vent my frustra-
tions to and spend countless hours 
in the office and library with. 

My only regret is leaving before 
the next crisis, but I’m sure my suc-
cessor will be just as jaded as I am 
now.

Middle East engulfed by diplomatic chaos
Niamh Carroll
DEPUTY POLITICS EDITOR

LEFT WING 
RIGHT WING

Megan Field
POLITICS CORRESPONDENT

The Trump doctrine: a hostage to Congress?

Thoughts from the Politics Editor
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WHEN A TREE begins to rot its 
surface remains impeccable as its 
insides crumble under the deterio-
ration of disease. Likewise, in the 
midst of the UK general election all 
seems well: both parties promise a 
financially strong future for the UK. 
Yet the rotting has started, and its 
inception began with the national 
referendum decision that took place 
a year ago. Like the unknown guest 
at the feast, no one is engaged to 
talk about it, preferring instead to 
offer rosy pictures of increased NHS 
and school funding.

But the rot is there, and as the 
tree eventually falls, so too will the 
UK’s economy.

The ‘Brexit’ vote has unleashed 

a troublesome beast for whoever 
sits in Number 10. Its very nature 
is driven by lies and fed by uncer-
tainty. According to eco-
nomic analysis by 
The Financial 
Times, Brexit 
is set to deal 
a devastating 
blow to the 
UK economy.

T h i s 
will ensue, 
due to two of 
Brexit’s most 
deadly entail-
ments, infla-
tion and un-
certainty. On 
the macroeco-
nomic level, rising 
inflation will be shat-
tering, causing lower 
household incomes and 
wages. The latest RPI figure 

for inflation offered by the Office for 
National Statistics is at a sharply 
increased 3.5 per cent. With aver-

age wage growth at 2.1 per cent, 
most families have already 
seen a 1.4 per cent decrease 
in their incomes in the first 

quarter of 2017 alone. In-
deed, further economic 
analysis by Sky News 

suggests that whoever 
is elected to Downing 
Street will have to 
preside over net in-
come cuts for almost 
all social classes. Ac-
cording to the report, 

the Conservatives will 
preside over a nine per 
cent fall in income for 
the poorest, three per 
cent for those on mid-
dle incomes and finally a 
one per cent increase for 

the richest. It makes one 

question Theresa May’s demand for 
a “fairer society”. Under Labour the 
poorest would have seen a seven per 
cent fall in income, a two per cent 
fall for middle income 
earners and a three 
per cent fall for the 
richest. Again, this 
makes one ques-
tion Jeremy Cor-
byn’s demands 
“for the many, 
not the few”. 
These sober-
ing statistics 
a d e q u a t e l y 
explain why 
economic de-
bate had been 
so absent from 
the general elec-
tion campaigns. 
The parties know 
that the rot has 
started and none 

dare to bring it to the surface. The 
Liberal Democrats and Greens are 
the two parties who have come clos-
est to such a move, but in return 

they have been ritualistically 
shouted down by the 

mainstream press 
and government as 
naysayers, unpatri-
otic heretics. This 
comes despite the 
support from over 
120 prominent 

economists. Evi-
dence-based reason 
and logical policies 
have been ejected 
from the rhetoric 

in order to reap re-
wards from preying on 

popular sentiment. It is 
perhaps irrational. But sadly 

that is how rot manifests, and 
though appearance are poor, it’s 

even worse below.

STRENGTH AND stability. That’s 
what Theresa May offered the elec-
torate in April, as if she were some 
sort of altruistic benefactor and 
not an unscrupulous opportunist. 
Though it’s still the case that no one 
can really discern what she meant 
by the promise, what is clear is that 
she has already failed to do it.

If the election had been held 
on the day it was announced, the 
Conservatives could probably have 
bagged at least 400 seats. But after 
two months of trading off popular-
ity in order to propose unappetising 
policies and patronisingly neglect-
ing to engage with both the public 
and opposition parties, everything 
changed. Instead of 400 seats, when 
the exit poll dropped last Thursday, 
the poll showed the Conservatives 
had fallen short of the 326 needed 
to obtain a majority.

If the result of a country’s elec-
tion renders its currency to have the 
worst day of that year, then some-
thing is deeply wrong with the out-
come of that election. Expectations 
had been clearly geared toward a 
convincing Conservative victory, 
and despite the poor campaigning, 
investors had not anticipated the re-
sult until the vote had been cast and 
the die rolled.

When the exit poll saw a fore-
casted hung parliament, the pound’s 
value plummeted by over two per 
cent. This is a natural reaction to a 
shock as investors were stooped into 
uncertainty. It quickly picked up as 
investors contemplated that a hung 
parliament could result in a softer 
Brexit with a minority Conserva-
tive government or a Conservative 
government without May. While the 

investor reaction is not necessarily 
disastrous, there are layers of uncer-
tainty which the United Kingdom 
doesn’t need as it negotiates Brexit 
and endures stagnating productiv-
ity growth.

Trying to retrieve the situa-
tion, May moved swiftly to gain the 
loyalty of the Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) to form a government 
once the results were confirmed 
and sought the Queen’s approval 
promptly. This, at least, provided 
some forward guidance for inves-
tors despite the fragile position the 
government is now in, and with 
many analysts indicating that an-
other general election could occur 
later this year. However, the DUP 
will have their own demands. As 
Ireland’s unionist party, it will be 
wary of the sensitivities faced with 
simultaneously losing freedom of 
movement to the EU and sharing a 
border with the Republic of Ireland. 
This is an issue which has afforded 
little attention by the Conservatives 
to date, and it may not be a bad 
thing that they will be pressed to 
change that but it will be a compli-
cation for them.

Those seeing Theresa May an-
nouncing that she would continue as 
Prime Minister and form a minority 
government may have spotted that 
strength and stability has been re-
moved from the vernacular. She can 
no longer offer either. Instead she is 
staying on for “certainty”. It is an-
other buzzword. In 350 words, she 
uses the word three times.

She is offering “a government 
that can provide certainty and lead 
Britain forward at this critical time 
for our country.” She asserts that 
“what the country needs more than 
ever is certainty and having secured 
the largest number of votes and the 
greatest number of seats in the gen-
eral election, it is clear that only the 
Conservative and Unionist Party 

has the legitimacy and ability to 
provide that certainty.”

The rhetoric has now changed. 
The Conservatives are the most 
popular party but they are not 
popular enough to be considered to 
have a credible mandate and now 
May must signal her ability to sur-
vive rather than strive.

It’s incredibly likely that it will 
not be May who takes the Conserv-
atives to the next general election. 
The timing of her departure will 
be  up for argument however. There 
could be an election in October, or 
the next one could be in 2022. A 
reasonable prediction might be that 
she will see Britain formally exit 
the European Union in 2019 and 
then step aside for the next leader. 

However, reasonable predictions 
only bear a limited standing at this 
point. That May’s core cabinet is un-
changed may be an attempt at her 
trying to act as though it is ‘busi-
ness as usual’. If they are successful 
in passing their next parliamentary 
bill, that may give cause for the gov-
ernment to breathe a collective sigh 
of relief.

What the pound will see isn’t 
exactly a downturn. It is faced with 
a high degree of volatility given 
the various contingencies at stake. 
May cannot now immediately seek 
a hard Brexit. She now must pla-
cate the DUP, attempt to justify her 
government to the public, ward off 
a leadership coup within her own 
party, present a negotiation strat-

egy to leaving the EU, and reconcile 
herself with having made the big-
gest political blunder of a lifetime. 
She has bitten off more than she can 
chew. She is now walking along a 
tightrope, juggling more balls than 
she can handle, and the economy 
depends on her to perform.

With the markets as a symbol 
of investor sentiment, the world 
has been presented with unimag-
ined uncertainty by someone who 
presented her pledge of strength 
and stability as an unarguable fact. 
‘Strong and stable’ has been ren-
dered a fable. For someone who was 
effectively handed premiership just 
under 12 months ago, she has made 
herself, her party, and even this 
country, a very difficult sell.

The “strong and stable” fable risks the pound
James Humpish
BUSINESS EDITOR

Jack Harmsworth
DEPUTY BUSINESS EDITOR
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Britain’s cracked mask reveals deeper turmoil

The Prime Minister’s ‘safe bet’ has given business a higher degree of economic risk after a failed political gamble

IMAGE: WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM

IMAGE: PIXABAY



AFTER SEVEN YEARS of the 
austerity initiated by greater pub-
lic desire for fiscal restraint within 
government, and elimination of the 
budget deficit in the wake of the 
2007/8 financial crash and subse-
quent recession, public services in 
Britain are creaking under the com-
bined weight of chronic underfund-
ing and the increasing needs of an 
ageing population. The perpetual 
crises within the NHS, social care, 
and the education system encap-
sulate the struggles of those state 
funded services yet to be fully pri-
vatised. From analysis by the IFS, 
the population aged 65 and over is 
expected to grow three times quick-
er than the population as a whole, 
while the healthcare costs of a 
70-year-old are three times greater 
than those of a 30-year-old. Clearly, 
major increases in funding, particu-
larly in pensions and health and so-
cial care, are necessary to ensure the 
swelling demand is met. However, 
NHS spending is projected to fall 
by £600m in real terms by 2021, 
emblematic of the wilful ignorance 
towards this problem on the part of 
the government.

The severity and duration of 
the government’s contractionary 
fiscal policy has already chipped 

away at the quality of the provision 
of essential services to the point that 
it is having serious consequences for 
public welfare, offsetting the gains 
in living standards which a strong 
and stable economy is supposed to 
bring. NHS waiting times and in-
dicators of performance are wors-
ening, while record numbers leave 
vital professions such as teaching 
and nursing as the workload and 
the compensation for it slide in op-
posing directions. 

Since the financial crash Brit-
ish living standards have deterio-
rated, represented by a decline in 
real wages of 10.4 per cent, superior 
only to depression-ravaged Greece 

among the 36 OECD countries, 
compounded by the prolonged pe-
riod of brutal cuts. That this has oc-
curred alongside years of consistent 
growth in GDP and employment 
demonstrates how unequally the 
fruits of Britain’s recovery have been 
distributed towards the wealthi-
est one per cent and multinational 
corporations. Exacerbated by the 
Conservative government’s poten-
tial tumble towards a hard Brexit to 
fulfil their vision of a low-tax, low-
regulation ‘Singapore-on-Thames’, 
these patterns reinforce the need for 
properly funded public services to 
prevent these inequalities becoming 
evermore entrenched. 

Under a Conservative gov-
ernment this austerity is likely to 
persist, and the most severe con-
sequences will be felt greater year-
on-year. The NHS will be unable 
to provide for the unprecedented 
numbers needing treatment. Chil-
dren will routinely share their class-
room and teacher with over 40 of 
their peers. The creeping roots of 
privatisation will sink in as it be-
comes a necessity for those fortu-
nate enough to be able to afford it, 
as social mobility becomes a forgot-
ten relic of days gone by. 

In any measure of a country’s 
true development, the manner in 
which it educates its children, cares 
for its sick and elderly, and presents 
equal opportunities to each citizen 
is as important as its economic out-
put. The pretence that these objec-
tives are mutually incompatible, 
as is the trend, is also a fallacy: the 
benefits to innovation and competi-
tiveness of a healthier and better ed-
ucated nation far outweigh the con-
sequences of any requisite increase 
in government spending. 

This is not a plea for a large in-
crease in state intervention in the 
economy. It is merely that those in 
power recognise that it is in Britain’s 
interest that our public services are 
protected and given the necessary 
resources to ensure the British 
people are universally awarded the 
levels of care and opportunity that 
should be expected in one of the 
world’s wealthiest countries. 

LAST WEEK, Donald Trump an-
nounced that the United States - 
the world’s second largest emitter 
of carbon after China - would with-
draw from the Paris Climate accord, 
an agreement between 196 coun-
tries to reduce emissions of green-
house gases. 

When trying to justify his de-
cision, Trump said that the agree-
ment “handicaps the US economy” 
and favours rival economies like 
China and India. “The agreement 
doesn’t eliminate coal jobs, it just 
transfers those jobs out of the Unit-
ed States, and ships them to foreign 
countries,” said President Trump. 

His sentiment was not uni-
versally shared. Trump’s decision 
caused furious responses from big 
businesses whose interests once 
formed the major obstacle to cli-
mate protection. Tesla chief execu-
tive Elon Musk said that withdraw-
ing from the Paris deal is “not good 
for America or the world” and as a 
result resigned from its economic 
advisory positions in the White 
House. Facebook’s Mark Zucker-
berg said that the withdrawal was 

“bad for the environment, bad for 
the economy, and it puts our chil-
dren’s future at risk.” Lloyd Blank-
fein, CEO of the investment bank 
Goldman Sachs commented that 
the “decision is a setback for the en-
vironment and for the US’s leader-
ship position in the world.”

Barack Obama criticised 
Trump for being on the wrong side 
of history, saying that “the private 
sector already chose a low carbon 
future.” He added that “for the na-
tions that committed themselves 
to that future, the Paris Agreement 
opened the floodgates for busi-
nesses, scientists, and engineers to 
unleash high-tech, low-carbon in-
vestment and innovation on an un-
precedented scale.

“The nations that remain in 
the Paris Agreement will be 
the nations that reap the 
benefits in jobs and indus-
tries created.”

While fossil fuels 
including gas, oil and 
coal have so far been 
the cheapest sources 
of energy, the cost of 
utilising renewable 
energy sources has 
dropped consid-
erably over the 
last decade and 
is likely to con-

tinue to drop in the future. Renew-
able energies already create two and 
a half more jobs in the USA than 
fossil energies do. Trump’s decision 
to withdraw from t h e 
a g r e e m e n t 
c o u l d 
make it 
h a r d e r 
for the 
Un i t e d 
S t a t e s ’ 
b u s i -
n e s s e s 
and citi-
zens to 
b e n e f i t 
from the 
booming 

and job-creating low-carbon econ-
omy. European leaders and China 
also quickly reacted, accusing 
Trump of abandoning America’s 
duties. EU climate commissioner 
Miguel Arias Cañete said that “the 
EU and China are joining forces to 
forge ahead on the implementation 
of the Paris agreement and acceler-
ate the transition to clean energy’” 

President Macron called 
Trump’s decision a mistake and 
encouraged scientists, entrepre-
neurs and anyone disappointed by 
the decision to see France as a “sec-

ond homeland” for their research 
and business. He noted: “The Paris 
Agreement remains irreversible 
and will be implemented not just 

by France but by all the oth-
er nations. We will 

succeed be-
cause we are 
fully com-
mitted, be-
cause wher-
ever we live, 
whoever we 
are, we all 
share the 
same re-
sponsibil-
ity: make 
our plan-
et great 
again.”

Matt Freathy
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENT 

Boris Arnold
DEPUTY BUSINESS EDITOR

Buzzbike is a startup that 
aims to solve every Londoner’s 
dream of having free and quick 
transport in one of the world’s 
most congested cities. It of-
fers its customers sleek, single 
speed bikes which include ac-
cessories such as locks, lights 
and insurance and is free of 
charge so long as it’s genuinely 
used. The bikes are of high 
calibre, making the product 
far from a ‘budget’ option. 

Using a subscription ser-

vice and tracking, Buzzbike is 
able to tell if the bike is being 
used to commute on a fre-
quent and regular basis and 
reward its users by lowering 
the level of subscription fee in 
proportion to use. The idea is 
that if used often enough, the 
customer pays nothing at all. 
Beyond its functionality as 
transport, the bikes offer sus-
tainability.

What Buzzbike hopes 
to do is generate its reve-
nue through sponsorship by 
brands. Akin to advertising on 
buses, sponsors have the ca-
pacity to gain more exposure, 
and dynamic exposure at that, 
while being associated with a 
socially oriented product in 
the way of Buzzbikes. 

The startup is of eco-
nomic interest because unlike 
everyday features such as Fa-
cebook and Snapchat, which 
gain revenues through adver-
tising but are inessential and 
have always done so, Buzz-
bike proposes to reduce costs 
for commuters while aiming 
to generate revenue purely 
through advertising. Though 
it’s technology intensive, it is 
also traditional.

Buzzbike launched its pi-
lot scheme eight months ago 
and in its first six months, the 
200 users collectively clocked 
more than 40 000 miles in 
10 000 journeys. If the jour-
neys had been made by mo-
tor transport, that would have 
generated 17 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide, equivalent to a forest 
of 1500 trees.

As well as being finan-
cially favourable to commut-
ers, it also incentivises a more 
environmentally-friendly and 
health-conscious method of 
getting from one place to the 
other in the UK’s busiest city,  
while alleviating the heavy 
levels of congestion. It is a new 
twist on the sharing economy 
and one which could support 
thousands of young profes-
sionals very soon.

Business 
Unusual
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IN 2013, THE European Union 
imposed a two year ban on neoni-
cotinoid pesticides (with temporary 
flexibility in some member states), 
due to evidence of their effects on 
domesticated and wild bees.

This moratorium has since been 
extended to 2017, based on current 
controversy and research. However, 
many scientists have questioned 
whether there is enough evidence 
to warrant such a ban or restriction. 

Neonicotinoid insecticides are 
a common component of many ag-
ricultural systems, and eradicate 
pests that may disrupt the growth, 
health or yield of economically im-
portant crops. 

This is undeniably important 
for crop production, and the de-
mands set by an increasing global 
population. Since their introduction 
in the 1990s, neonicotinoids have 
become the most common insecti-
cides, making up 24 per cent of the 
global market in 2011. In the UK, 
they are commonly applied to crops 
such as oilseed rape, maize and ce-
reals as seed coatings before plant-
ing. Although this has met techni-
cal and commercial goals, there is 
growing evidence of harmful effects 
to non-target organisms, namely 
bee species and other pollinators. 

Neonicotinoids are broad spec-
trum, water soluble, systemic in-
secticides. The active compound 
within them accumulates in plant 
tissue, increasing their efficiency at 
killing a large range of insect pests. 

Their application to soil or 
seeds ensures integration into the 
whole plant tissue, including the 

nectar and pollen of flowering 
plants. If ingested, this can have 
sublethal effects on some pollina-
tors such as honeybees, bumblebees 
and butterflies. Their mechanism 
involves selectively acting on the in-
sect’s central nervous system, as an 
agonist of nictotinic acetylcholine 
receptors, a neurotransmitter. This 
can cause paralysis and eventually 
death, when ingested at lethal and 
sub-lethal concentrations. Neo-
nicotinoids are favoured pesticides 
as they have little toxicological risk 
to subsequent human consumers. 
They show little to no binding affin-
ity to mammalian nictotinic acetyl-
choline receptors due to fundamen-

tal structural differences.
Many scientists believe further 

EU restrictions on neonicotinoids 
will have detrimental effects such as 
pest resistance and decreased yields. 
“If groups of chemistries are limited 
by legislation”, says a Rothamsted 
Research statement, “the remaining 
groups will be more widely used, re-
sulting in an increased risk of pests 
developing resistance.”

Neonicotinoids aren’t exclu-
sively used for agricultural purpos-
es, but also in urban pest and veteri-
nary ecto-parasitic control. They are 
extremely common; imidacloprid is 
used in over 120 countries, making 
it the most widely used pesticide in 

the neonicotinoid family.
However, questions remain 

over their impact on off-target spe-
cies. Some research has shown that 
neonicotinoids can impair brain 
tissue function and development 
in bees, creating navigation issues 
and memory loss. Much of the labo-
ratory and semi-field research has 
shown that neonicotinoids can re-
duce the number of offspring and 
foraging ability of bumblebees, 
causing a reduction in colony size. 
Consequences for honeybees can be 
similar, and can contribute to colo-
ny collapse as worker bees get lost 
or die whilst foraging. Some studies 
suggest neonicotinoids affect bum-

blebees, with honeybees unaffected, 
and short term field research sug-
gests exposure to neonicotinoids 
has no effect on either honeybee 
or bumblebee colonies. However, 
with a limited time frame, neonico-
tinoids would not have spread suf-
ficiently through the environment. 
Laboratory experiments are also 
unreliable as they inaccurately rep-
resent natural concentrations and 
bee interactions. 

It is not recent news that bee 
populations are in decline. With 
increased demand for food comes 
stress on greater yields, and in-
creased land for crop growth. 

This subsequently causes habi-
tat fragmentation, making it dif-
ficult for bee populations to travel 
between suitable areas, and hurt-
ing wildflowers that bees feed from. 
But pesticides are far from the only 
culprit; diseases transferred by 
parasitic mites, climate change and 
malnutrition also play a part. This 
is not good; insect pollinators are 
estimated to support 9.5 per cent of 
global food production, playing a vi-
tal role in the health and diversity of 
natural plant species and crops, en-
suring genetic information is passed 
between habitats, driving genetic 
diversity. With a crucial role in pol-
linating food crops, bees contribute 
to the UK economy.

Restricting neonicotinoid use 
may be the safest option until more 
evidence, applicable to natural eco-
systems, is available. It is in the 
hands of policy makers to decide on 
an alternative means of pest eradi-
cation, and whether this change 
is worth risking decreases in yield 
production. “It will be very difficult, 
if not impossible, to maintain pro-
duction of many crops if neonicoti-
noids are more widely restricted or 
banned completely.”

Neonicotinoids and the pesticide problem
Eleanor Mason
SCIENCE EDITOR
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CHANCES ARE YOU have heard 
about antibiotic resistance. It is 
one of the biggest biological issues 
of our time, first discovered in 1945 
where Staphylococcus species were 
found resistant to the landmark an-
tibiotic, penicillin. In the US, two 
million people contract antibiotic 
resistant infections that result in 
23 000 deaths every year.  Imagine 
a world where diseases such as tu-
berculosis, cholera and polio are as 
common as the cold, yet incurable. 
Imagine a world where the threat of 
diseases characteristic of an ageing 
population become a thing of the 
past due to the impounding threat 
of diseases that are practically elim-
inated. This is the threat of antibi-
otic resistance.

Antibiotic resistance has aris-

en through overuse of antibiotics 
in the medical world and disease 
prevention in cattle. This has led 
to bacteria being under intense se-
lection pressure to mutate and be-
come resistant to that drug. It only 
takes one bacterium to 
become resistant for 
a whole population to 
become resistant; 
the non-resistant 
die allowing the 
resistant bacteri-
um to survive and 
reproduce, name-
ly through vertical 
gene transmission. 
Once resistance 
has arisen in one 
species, the mutated gene 
can then be transferred to 
other species via a structure that 
extends from the bacterium to form 
a connection with another species. 
The resistance gene is then replicat-
ed and transfers into the connected 
neighbour, conferring resistance in 

the recipient species.
The challenge of eliminating 

antibiotic resistance, or finding al-
ternative treatments, has been a 
struggle for the scientific commu-
nity. Identifying new antibiotics, 

rearranging genes in anti-
biotic producing species 

in order to obtain new 
variants of existing 
ones, using viruses 
to manipulate bac-
terial genomes. 
However, pro-
gress is slow, and 
the bugs are evolv-

ing quickly. 
One key break-

through last month was 
the chemical alteration of 

the existing antibiotic, van-
comycin. Traditionally, vancomy-

cin was used as a ‘last resort’ to treat 
enterococci but the species became 
resistant to it and is now called: 
Vancomycin Resistant Enterococci 
(VRE). This disease is often found 

in hospitals and can cause fatal in-
fections in the blood. The WHO 
proclaim that VRE poses a signifi-
cant risk to human health. Some 
drugs work against VRE but vanco-
mycin, first discovered 60 years ago, 
is now useless against it.

Scientists hypothe-
sise this new version of 
the drug is 1000 times 
more potent than 
the existing ver-
sion, so it could 
be a key weap-
on in our fight 
against antibiotic 
resistance. Not 
only does it ful-
fil the original role 
of the drug but other 
modifications have given 
vancomycin new mechanisms o f 
action. The drug has been altered 
so it can attack bacterial cell walls 
causing cell lysis. Laboratory ex-
periments demonstrated that the 
drug was very effective, retaining 

full effectiveness after 50 rounds of 
treatment to the bacterial cultures 
of VRE. The lead scientist, Dr Dale 
Boger, puts this down to a ‘multiple 
attack’ approach whereby no spe-
cies can evolve to avoid three dis-

tinct mechanisms of action of 
a drug, meaning van-
comycin can be used 

“without the fear of 
resistance emerg-
ing”. The drug still 
needs to be tested 
on animals and 
humans but 
there is hope it 
will be available 

within five years.
This research sug-

gests that manipulating 
antibiotics to have more 

than one mechanism of at-
tack is highly successful in kill-
ing bacteria. This approach could 
therefore be used on other drugs to 
avoid the prospect of a ‘post-antibi-
otic era’. 

Willem Gibbs
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR
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WE ARE HALF way through 2017, 
and so far, tremendous progress has 
been made within the fields of sci-
ence and technology. 

This year will be remembered 
for NASA’s discovery of a solar sys-
tem dubbed TRAPPIST-1, around 
40 light-years away. It is composed 
of seven earth sized exoplanets or-
biting a star in what’s known as the 
habitable zone, which means that 
there is a possibility that the plan-
ets are at the right temperature for 
liquid water to exist. In January, it 
was discovered that it is connective 
glia, rather than neurons that dete-
riorate in aging brains. 

In a recent article, researchers 
who examined postmortem brain 
samples from 480 individuals rang-
ing in age from 16 to 106 found that 
the state of someone’s glia is so con-
sistent through the years that it can 
be used to predict someone’s age. 

In March, SpaceX conducts 
the world’s first reflight of an orbital 
class rocket and scientists in Aus-
tralia announce the discovery of the 
world’s largest dinosaur footprint, 
measuring 1.7 metres long. The pre-
vious record-holder was about 1 me-
tre long. 

This month, fossils of five 
early humans have been found in 
North Africa that show Homo sa-
piens emerged at least 100 000 
years earlier than previously recog-
nised. It suggests that our species 
evolved all across the continent, 
the scientists involved say. In May 

it was announced by scientists that 
by 2060, robots will beat us 
at almost everything, 
so enjoy beating ro-
bots while you can. 
Researchers at 
Northwestern 
University de-
veloped an AI 
system that 
performs at 
human levels 
on a stand-
ard visual in-
telligence test 
and researchers 
demonstrated a 
prototype 3D printer 
that can print fully func-
tional human skin. Scien-
tists in Spain have printed a fully-
functioning replica of our largest 
organ, skin, and they’re set to start 

selling it to cosmetics firms. The 
lab-grown tissue is being 

touted as a substitute 
for animal testing, 

and as a source of 
transplants for 
burns victims. 
“This method 
of bioprinting 
allows skin to 
be generated 
in a stand-
ardised, au-
tomated way, 

and the process 
is less expensive 

than manual pro-
duction”, says the 

CEO of a Spanish bio-
engineering firm which is 

commercialising the technology. 
However, it hasn’t all been sci-

entific innovation and creative re-

search all round, it was announced 
this year that Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef is reported to be ex-
periencing a second consecutive 
mass coral bleaching event, affect-
ing two-thirds of its area. Deemed 
to be in its ‘terminal phase’, the 
Great Barrier Reef suffers a warn-
ing it now faces a closing window 
to be saved through taking decisive 
action on climate change. This coin-
cides with a study in the journal An-
thropocene Review which concludes 
that human activity is changing the 
climate 170 times faster than natu-
ral processes.

A slightly more uplifting story is 
that of the artificial womb synthesis 
for lambs, which could one day be 
used for saving premature human 
babies.  Successfully tested, it seems 
this method holds great promise for 
future research.

THROUGHOUT THE history of 
man, very few diseases have carried 
the levels of stigma and shame that 
leprosy brings upon its sufferers. 
One of the oldest known illnesses, 
mycobacterium leprae is thought 
to have been with mankind in one 
form or another for well over four 
millennia and travelled along the 
migration routes through East Af-
rica and the Near East. 

Leprosy takes its name from 
the Latin word  lepra, meaning 
‘scaly’, as the predominant symptom 
of infection are raised skin lesions. 
However, in modern medical cir-
cles it is more commonly referred 
to as Hansen’s disease, after G. H. 
Armauer Hansen, the Norwegian 
physician who identified mycobac-
terium leprae as the causative agent.

Contrary to popular belief, lep-
rosy does not cause body parts to fall 
off. Infection with mycobacterium 
leprae instead leads to severe nerve 
damage in the skin, limbs and eyes. 
This can leave suffers vulnerable to 
secondary infection if they do not 
receive adequate medical attention, 
and gangrene may then set in. 

The Bible makes multiple refer-
ence to “tzaraath”, a disfiguring dis-
ease which most translations render 
as leprosy; DNA found on in a tomb 
in the Old City of Jerusalem, dated 
1-50 AD, confirmed the presence of 
the disease in the area at the time. 
Historical accounts of leprosy can 
be hard to identify as some may mis-
take psoriasis, vitiligo or other skin 
conditions for leprosy. The descrip-
tions of highly infectious skin con-
ditions are more likely fungal infec-
tions than leprosy, and, after 1492 
when Columbus returned from the 
new world after exchanging small 

pox for syphilis, that gets added to 
the mix too. In many writings from 
the mid-16th century onwards, de-
scriptions of ‘leprosy’ begin to more 
resemble congenital or tertiary stage 
syphilis - patients with collapsed 
noses and rotting ears, loss of skin 
on the palms of the hands and feet, 
deafness and loss of teeth. This may 
also explain the sudden increase in 

numbers of 

“leprosy” sufferers seen in 
the 16th century. 

Leprosy has long been 
associated with a curse, or 
believed to be a punishment 
from God for sins commit-
ted in this life or a previous 
one. - a link made through-
out many cultures and conti-
nents. Because of this, suffers 
throughout history were of-

ten denied treatment and care. In-
stead they were stunned by society 
and quarantined in purpose-built 
asylums or leper colonies.

The Ancient Egyptians recom-
mend bathing in blood to allevi-
ate the symptoms of leprosy and 
it seems that this was the go-to 
treatment across Europe, the Mid-
dle East and into China for millen-
nia. There is some variation in the 

source of the 

blood that is recommended, from 
child to dog to lamb, and whether 
or not it should be also used as a 
beverage, but the theme remains. 
Pliny the Elder makes mention of 
snakes’ blood, but also mentions 
that he doesn’t think it will help. 
However Philippe Gaucher, a 19th 
century French doctor stepped it 
up to applying cobra venom to the 
skin lesions, and as late as 1913 a 

Dr Boinet tried increasing doses of 
bee stings (up to 4000, apparently) 
to no avail. Bear in mind, the bac-
teria causing the infection had been 
identified in 1873.

As of 2016, worldwide, two to 
three million people were estimated 
to be permanently disabled because 
of Hansen’s disease. Although the 
disease is now entirely treatable 
with multidrug antibiotic therapy, 
the stigma that is associated with 

leprosy infection still 

prevents some sufferers from 
seeking or receiving treatment. 
The disease is traditionally as-
sociated with poverty and sadly 
that link still remains. The nec-
essary multidrug treatment is 
comparatively expensive, how-
ever Novartis, the company that 
produces it, offers it for free.  
Several leprosy charities exist, 
with the goal to treat those in-

fected. Some also offer reconstruc-
tive surgery and artificial limbs, 
which can help sufferers reintegrate 
into society.

There are many leper colonies 
left in the world, over 800 in India 
alone and in Europe, one leper colo-
ny still remains. 

Tichileşti is in Romania and 
had 19 inhabitants in 2011. Al-
though the people living there have 
been given the necessary treatment 
most are now very elderly and feel 
they are unable to leave. 

Approximately 150 people are 
diagnosed with leprosy each year in 
the U.S.A, although due to the long 
dormancy period of the bacteria 
(from two years to over a decade) it 
is hard to identify where they con-
tracted the initial  infection. There 
have been two cases reported in the 
last three years in the UK, both in 
men who recently moved from the 
Indian subcontinent. 

Mycobacterium leprae has a 
natural reservoir in armadillo pop-
ulations and in red squirrels, al-
though there have been no known 
cases of animal to human transmis-
sion from squirrels, there is some 
evidence that it may be possible to 
catch leprosy from an armadillo. 

If you were both unlucky 
enough to be genetically vulnerable 
to mycobacterium leprae and had 
prolonged exposure to said infected 
armadillo.Cases of Hansen’s disease 
worldwide have dropped rapidly 
over the last 30 years, from 5.2 mil-
lion in 1985 to about 210 000 a year 
now. In 2000 the WHO declared it 
was no longer a public health prob-
lem. Both the WHO and Novartis 
believe that, through new screening 
techniques that especially target at-
risk children, by 2020 child suffer-
ers will no longer develop deformi-
ties. There is the potential to fully 
wipe out leprosy, as we did with 
smallpox, early detection of infec-
tion being key.

The story of leprosy: from 2000 BCE to now

 A review of 2017: the best science stories so far

Imogen Breen
DEPUTY SCIENCE EDITOR
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DURING THIS current season, the 
South of France makes us think of 
ultra glamourous parties, from the 
Cannes Film Festival to St. Tropez 
beaches, inspiring F. Scott Fitzger-
ald’s Tender is the Night. Just fur-
ther inland however, a modest 
30-minute bus ride north of Mar-
seille, lies the university city, Aix-
en-Provence (Aix pronounced Ex).  
A tranquil and attractive inner-city 
village, as it were, its enticing bou-
langeries and cafés make quite a 
contrast to the Riviera lifestyle.  I 
would not call Aix a city-break but 
it is by no means a country retreat 
either.  Ideal for long weekends, 
it will – like the habitual, warm 
and freshly-baked baguettes – 
leave you wanting more.  

For one, there is a great 
concentration of museums, art 
galleries, studios and 
exhibitions, most 
of which are built 
into renovated 
17th century fa-
çades, such as 
local treasure the 

Musée Granet.  Housing works by 
15th and 16th century French, Ital-
ian and Flemish painters, the col-
lection here is a long evolution of 
pieces from private owners, which 
formed a municipal gallery in 1838.  

Visiting its neighbour, Musée 
Granet XXe, is also essential. This 
modern collection contains works 
by Cézanne, Monet, Picasso and 
Léger, and resides in the gothic 
chapel of the Pénitents Blancs des 
Carmes. The space here maximises 
its voyeuristic capacity by parti-
tioning the high, open ceiling into 
additional storeys and dividing the 
ground floor with long corridor gal-
leries, enabling visitors to have a 
vantage point from wherever they 
are stood.  

While you could probably see 
every artistic thing that Aix offers 

in the space of a long weekend, it 
would soon feel like a dull use of 
your time.  The views from the 
atelier of long-term resident, 
Cézanne, which is also open to 
the public, capture the striking 

natural landscape of the 
Provençal region, in-

cluding the nearby 
Montagne Ste-Vic-
toire.  

This protected 
natural beauty can 

be reached from Aix by a 40-min-
ute bus journey, and a round-trip 
climb of the mountain itself takes 
an estimated four hours including 
a picturesque lunch at the Croix 
de Provence summit.  It becomes 
much more of a dexterous clamber 
for the final third of the ascent with 
the views at the top becoming more 
and more breath-taking the higher 
you go. No need for specialist climb-
ing equipment: just a sturdy pair of 
shoes, lots of water and a camera.  

Another scenic backdrop worth 
visiting is Les Calanques – rocky 
inlets of the Mediterranean Sea be-
tween Marseille and the port town 
of Cassis – and the national park 
surrounding it. 

Aix is filled with plenty of scenic 
squares and streets for market shop-
ping and alfresco dining.  The old 
quarter is accessible along the cours 
Mirabeau: a tree-shaded boulevard 
running through the centre of town, 
lined with cafés including Les Deux 
Garçons where famously Cézanne 
and Zola would drink together.  For 
something cosier, hot chocolate is 
often the order of the day in town.  
While Book in Bar adds a bookshop 
to the drinking experience, Coco 
Bohème offers half-priced hot choc-
olate on rainy days and stays open 
late with an assortment of board 
games.

This is the city for a no-frills es-
cape to the suburbs with bread and 
injections of culture aplenty.

TRAVEL IS SOMETHING that the 
general public considers chroni-
cally ill people not to be able to do. 
Of course, it is not voiced as some-
thing ‘forbidden’ to the people who 
are not healthy. Rather, it manifests  
as questions such as: “are you sure 
you’re strong enough?” “how can 
the thought of travel not overwhelm 
you if you’re struggling with work?” 
and my favourite: “how come you 
haven’t been able to do work then?” 
None of these questions are par-
ticularly accusatory and most of the 

time they are asked in good faith. 
However, the ‘good faith’ of healthy 
people doesn’t really have a positive 
effect on the chronically ill commu-
nity. The concept of travelling is not 
the same as a full time job.  

This feeds into a wider rhetoric 
that chronically ill people are not al-
lowed to have fun. If they are hav-
ing fun, then surely they can work 
too, right? They can always get up 
and make themselves food or get a 
hot water bottle, rather that asking 
someone to help them. Right? 

When chronically ill people 
do anything for pleasure, it is pre-
sumed that they  must have the en-
ergy for other things also, because 
why else would they prioritise fun?

In the eyes of society people 

who are chronically ill should only 
focus on work when they are feeling 
better or having a good day. A ques-
tion raised by a therapist: “but how 
can you think about travelling when 
you’re struggling with university 
work?” sums this up.

The answer lays in the nature of 
the activity. A full-time job or uni-
versity work fit into a category of 
things where great responsibility is 
put on a person’s shoulders and they 
have to comply to a prescribed time-
table. Travelling is different. Those 
who decided not to travel or have 
not the had the opportunity cannot 
understand the freedom that it truly 
allows on a fundamental level. 

Travel allows a person to design 
their own timetable. If they decide 
to have a full day of sightseeing 
one day, the next day they can take 
the day off and lie in bed and rest. 
If they are doing a casual job while 
travelling and need time off, they 
will not be afraid to say that they 
need that time off in fear of getting 
fired. If they do get fired, they can go 
somewhere else. The casual jobs are 
not seen as a career that requires 110 
per cent,  but it is a means of having 
money to travel. There are so many 
flexible ways of financing travel-
ling that it actually makes it easier 
for people who are chronically ill to 
maintain that lifestyle.

Yes, it cannot be denied that 
travelling is tiring. It should be kept 
in mind that most activities for a 
chronically ill person will be incred-

ibly tiring. So surely, they should 
try and find a way to live their life 
in the way that makes them most 
comfortable. They should be asked 
about what is right for them, instead 
of being forced to do what healthy 
people think chronically ill people 
should be doing. 

Each person is different and the 
experiences of a chronically ill per-
son are so unique that one rule can-
not be applied to all. People are too 
quick to judge a person’s circum-
stances and their abilities. A person 
who is chronically ill already faces 
number of challenges and restraints 
that a healthy person does not. 
How can someone healthy feel the 
need to further impose their own 
version of restrictions? A chroni-

cally ill person constantly feels left 
out of things, but at the same time 
feels the need to ‘prove’ how ill they 
are. Many chronic illnesses do not 
have obvious physical symptoms, 
so many people find it hard to grasp 
just how ill a person can be. This 
leads to judgement and doubt in a 
chronically ill person: if they do not 
look sick and are able to do things 
like travelling, then surely it cannot 
be that bad? 

What needs to be understood 
is that a chronically ill person faces 
very serious compromises in terms 
of how they live their life. One day 
they may feel better and be able to 
go out but the next day they always 
have to pay for it. Travelling allows 
these compromises. 

Tender is the Night in the city of Aix-en-Provence 

Maria Kalinowska
TRAVEL EDITOR
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TRAVEL CORRESPONDENT

Seeing the world may well be the best medicine
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AS OUR LAST edition of Nouse 
comes to an end, we decided to 
do a joint editor’s comment to 
say goodbye as sports editors. 
RIP us.

With the amount of stress 
and work that went into our cov-
erage of Roses and the lack of 
fixtures for York teams this time 
round, this edition has been a 
mishmash of scattered comment 
articles, reports from key sport-
ing events around the world, and 
Jacob Phillips jumping out of a 
plane. 

We had to leave out Nouse 
Tries last edition and leave Ja-
cob ‘hanging’ (as he jumped out 
the plane and wrote the article a 
while back, aha), due to James’ 
exhilarating page on statistics 
(citation needed). 

We hope everyone enjoyed 
our Roses coverage, as we liter-
ally died doing it for you. But we 
have been resurrected for this 
edition, and we bring you sport-
ing news from as far as France, 
South Korea and New Zealand. 
James has been disappointed 

with the Lions of Rugby as they 
trudge through a lacklustre tour, 
while being enamoured by the 
cubs of English youth football. 

Robyn, on the other hand, 
questions our University’s ability 
to break into the top 35 of BUCS 
and wonders whether our time 
has passed for this to occur. As 
well as looking into the future 
with an optimistic take on Laura 
Carruthers’ incoming presidency 
and retrospectively analysing 
Isaac Beevor’s time as York Sport 
President. The ever-rhapsodic 
Adam Philpott lends his two 
cents on the parallel universe of 
university life without sport. A 
horrifying concept, we know. 

This will be the final para-
graph we will ever write as sport 
editors. We want to thank you 
all for following our coverage 
zealously over the past academic 
year. We hope that our succes-
sors, whoever they may be, are 
as sufficiently competent as we 
were and that they look for-
ward to staying up until 3am on 
a Sunday, writing articles about 
sport‘n’shit.

We have just been informed 
that this is actually not our last 
edition. We have one more to 
do at the start of next year. Of 
course we’re not going to change 
what we’ve just written because 
we’ve written too much for this 
edition already. So, just ignore 
everything that you have just 
read. Until September, R&J.

NOUSE TRIES... Skydiving EDITOR’S
COMMENT
Robyn Aitchison 
and James Voyle
SPORTS EDITORS

TEAMMATES
Nouse talks to College Sport Officers, Matt and Kate

Name:  Matthew Smith and Kate 
Wilkinson

Position: College Sport Officers
Course: Mathematics PGCE (Matt) 
and Linguistics (Kate)
Year:  4 (Matt) and 3 (Kate) 

Most Dedicated: 
Matt: Matt
Kate: Matt

Best Motivator:
Matt: Kate
Kate: Matt’s also the better motiva-
tor!
 

Most Intelligent:
Matt: Couldn’t say, completely dif-
ferent courses!
Kate: I’m the most intelligent

Biggest Lightweight:
Matt: Kate
Kate: I’m the biggest lightweight

Favourite College sports?
Matt: Badminton
Kate: Netball

Favourite University sports?
Matt: Badminton
Kate: Basketball

Jacob Phillips takes the leap for Nouse and tries skydiving for the 1st time
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“IT’LL BE YOUR coming of age.” 
The words my stepmum uttered to 
me as it was revealed to me on my 
18th birthday that she had booked 
for us to go skydiving. 

I remember vividly looking 
down at that voucher with a face 
like a horse’s arse. Little did my 
stepmum realise that I was scared 
of flying. To make matters even 
worse, it was revealed that the 
whole experience would be filmed 
and consequently there was no 
chance to tell loved ones that I’d 
made the whole experience look 
more casual than it was.

So after 11 months of trying 
to avoid thinking about having to 
throw myself out into the sky at 10 
000 feet, I finally summoned the 
courage to travel to Swindon to 
tackle my fears.

The nonchalant, casual 
atmosphere at the airfield 
was surprisingly helpful. 
The instructors had 
endless experienc-
es in jumping 
from various 
heights and 
with all forms 
of equipment. R e s u l t -
antly, my fear was certainly 
not taken seriously. When I told 
my instructor it was my first time 
jumping I received the reassuring 
reply of “no worries, it’s my first 
jump too.”  

After a 20 minute briefing 
about the procedures which were 
in place to prevent any freak acci-
dents, it was time to be costumed 
up in a blue jumpsuit. Now resem-
bling a skinny Buzz Lightyear it 
was time to get into the tiny biplane 
and to make the 20 minute journey 

up to 1000 feet before plummeting 
down to Earth at terminal velocity. 

The plane had a capacity of sev-
en immediately making a very per-
sonal atmosphere as I was placed 
on my instructors lap and I was 
now clamped onto the 4000 jump 
veteran. As we rose I was filmed at 
various heights. 2500 feet saw me 
smiling full of excitement, how-
ever my excitement was certainly 
inversely proportional to how high 
we were above the ground, and by 
the time we reached our jumping 
height of 10 000 feet I resembled a 
deer in the headlights. 

Naturally the instructors who 
were accompanying us on the jour-
ney took my petrified state as an 
opportunity to mess around. Once 
we reached the height we were 
jumping from the three instructors 
inside the plane began to make 
rowing gestures and elegantly sang 
the words “row row row your boat 

gently cross the sky, here we go 
here we go off the plane to 

die.” I don’t think I will ever 
hear a more memora-

ble rendition of 
a nursery 

rhyme in my life-
time. 

Unfortunately we were not 
able to jump once the door was 
first open. We were prevented from 
exiting the plane as a glider was fly-
ing around beneath us. However, 
after waiting for the flying path to 
clear, it was finally my time to dive 
out of the plane.

A terrified shuffle brought 
me to the edge of the plane. I was 
then left dangling in the air with 
my legs tucked behind me as my 

instructor positioned himself. Fi-
nally my face was directed towards 
the entertained cameraman before 
the three of us dived back towards 
solid ground. 

Within five seconds of being 
away from the plane, the sensation 
of flying kicked in and there is no 
way I can describe such an experi-
ence. There is no retching or jump-
ing in your stomach like when you 
go on a roller-coaster, but rather 
the feeling of complete freedom.

After 35 seconds of freefalling, 
travelling down through a cloud as 
well as having an awesome view of 
the surrounding countryside the 
parachute was pulled. A gentle 
deceleration brought us to a more 
manageable speed and it was now 
time to chill in the sky. With the 
glorious view of Swindon to look 
down on, I was educated on the 
whereabouts of the Honda factory, 
and where Crimewatch had been 
filmed, before landing back on the 
floor. My landing was certainly not 
glorious as I tried to stand up rath-
er than stick my legs in the air so 
we could land on our bums. Either 
way I was back on safe ground and 
with my personal cameraman to in-
terview me about what the experi-
ence was like. Having watched the 
footage back, I don’t think I’ll ever 
see myself look happier to be stuck 
in the middle of a field strapped to 
a middle aged man. 

As I was first to jump from the 
plane I watched family members 
come in to land and watch my 52 
year old Dad look just as chill as he 
had done before we had taken off. 

Skydiving is certainly not 
something that excludes people 
because of their age or physical 
ability. Our instructors informed 
us that they had had a 80-year-old 
man jump that morning. I would 
recommend everyone to try skydiv-
ing fear or no fear. There is no ex-
perience which can match it.

Jacob Phillips
DEPUTY SPORTS  EDITOR



MY FIRST YEAR at York has had 
many dimensions and highlights, 
but none more so than the impact 
of sport. While the main reason for 
going to university is academic, I 
have enjoyed participating in sport 
here at York as much as my course. 

It’s hard to escape sport, which 
is good because it means that there 
are more opportunities than any-
one can possibly have time for. I 
remember being able to choose 
from over 60 different 
sports at freshers’ fair. 
I was surprised that 
anyone would have 
been able to decide 
between the more 
obscure octopush 
(this is a cool 
one, Google 
it) to 

classics like rugby; from individual 
sports like archery to team-based 
ones such as lacrosse. Whatever 
tickles your fancy, it is probably 
available at York; and it is most defi-
nitely available for all levels of abil-
ity and experience. 

Even if there was a club you 
desperately wanted to be a part of, 
and it isn’t available here you can 
create it! The VX club at Univer-
sity of York was only started around 
three years ago, and they’re doing 
pretty well for themselves.

Inevitably, temptation signed 
me up for way too many 
sports at f r e s h e r s ’ 
f a i r , and I still 

r e c e i v e 
e m a i l s 
from clubs 
I haven’t 

a ttend-
ed  yet. 
In my 

initial few 
weeks at uni-

versity, I packed 
out my schedule 
with sport tasters 
and trials (don’t 
be put off by the 
word trials. It may 
sound serious, but a 

lot of sport, particu-

larly at collegiate level, is casual and 
all-welcoming) to find a few sports 
that I would want to commit to in 
the long-term. In hindsight, that 
makes me sound organised, but the 
first few weeks of first term were 

certainly a mash of drinking and 
turning up to lectures and sport ses-
sions hungover. In fact, most of first 
year was like that. 

I went to a pool taster ses-
sion and I’ve never looked back. I 
thought it wouldn’t be a bad idea to 
get good at pool (thinking of all the 
beer money I could win). 

From being a beginner with 
knowledge not far beyond knowing 
how to hold a cue, I found myself 
travelling to Durham to play pool in 
a varsity tournament. 

It is sporting events such as 
this that make sport rewarding and 
bring the community together as 
crowds of students turn up to cre-

ate a vibrant atmosphere. And, of 
course, the pinnacle that is Roses 
- the annual event which everyone 
works hard throughout the year to 
prepare for, and which pits Lan-
caster against York in the biggest 
inter-university sports tournament 
in Europe. Even if you’re not par-
ticipating, it is a great event to go 
and watch.

If you are an incoming stu-
dent reading this, or a current 
undergraduate not part of a 
sports club, I strongly encour-
age you, without wanting to 
sound like an old Sainsbury’s 
slogan, to try something new.

Get involved with sport 
here at York (incidentally, 
this is probably a good op-
portunity to advertise that 
James College Pool needs 
another female player!). 

As well as giving me 
an excuse to go to Salvos 
on a Wednesday, sport 
has certainly helped me 
to settle into university 
life, try new things, 
meet new people, re-
lease stress, and just 
generally enjoy my 
time at university 
more.

Sports clubs 

are a really great way to meet new 
people. By turning up to a sports 
session, you instantly have at least 
one thing in common with everyone 
there. 

I met some of my 
closest friends through 
sport, because we kept 
turning up to the same 
sports sessions. If you 
don’t want to commit 

to membership of a 
club, weekly pay-as-
you-go open sessions 
are a great way to 
experience the ben-
efits of sport with-
out being tied to 
membership. You 

can turn up as and 
when you like. 
I do think that you 

haven’t truly been to uni-
versity until you’ve expe-
rienced what its sporting 
opportunities have to of-
fer. The changes initiated 
by York Sport President 
Isaac Beevor will only 
improve sport, particu-
larly at collegiate level, in 
the future. So York Sport, 
I look forward to what 

you have to bring next 
year.

Want to write for us? Email sport@nouse.co.uk... 25Tuesday 13 June 2017

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Adam explores the many ways that sport has enriched his life at university, and how it could and should for you too

University would not be the same without sport

Adam Philpott
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

I went to a pool 
taster session and 
I’ve never 
looked back ”

THREE GAMES INTO the Lions 
tour and Stuart Barnes’ commen-
tary is still yet to rise above the level 
of mediocrity, but at least the rugby 
is improving.

New Zealand rugby is every-
thing that Barnes’ punditry is not: 
fast paced, exciting, accurate. The 
Blues showed us that last Wednes-
day when they overturned the tour-
ists 22-16 with their electric offload-
ing game. Ihaia West’s stunning try, 
which came courtesy of offloads 
from Luatua and Williams, had 
television spectators in the British 
Isles purring, but down in Auckland 
such scores are commonplace.

Thankfully, the Lions got their 
summer back on track with a 12-3 
win over the Crusaders. While 
Barnes tried to wrap his head 
around the complexity of Welsh 
surnames (it’s not ‘Wyn Jones’, just 
‘Jones’), a strong starting 15 ground 
out the win in wet and windy 
Christchurch.

A quick scour of the internet 
and you find headlines such as “Li-
ons begin to roar”. Ugo Monye said 
that “The Lions are alive and kick-

ing”, but I’m not so convinced. The 
one dimensional playing style of 
certain players is becoming exposed 
by Super Rugby’s finest; CJ Stander 
looks amiss anytime he comes up 
against a team that plays expansive 
rugby. Moreover, with the absurd 
number of offloads and dummy 
runs made by New Zealand’s attack-
ers, opponents are harder to read 
for defenders, as Jack Nowell kindly 
demonstrated for us all against 
the Blues.

Most tellingly, three 
games in and we have only 
seen the Lions score two 
tries. Upcoming opponents 
the Highlanders have aver-
aged four per game this sea-
son.

I stand by my prediction 
of five tour losses. Perhaps the 
Lions will scrape a con-
solation win in the test 
matches, but 
they still have 
to overcome 
New Zealand’s 
remaining pro-
vincial sides 
(including the 
H u r r i c a n e s , 
Super Rugby’s 
r e i g n i n g 
champions) 
and the in-

domitable Maori All Blacks.
This tour has already been 

laced with unnecessary distractions 
and controversy. Rather alarmingly, 
Warren Gatland swore at reporters 
after they questioned his choice of 

tactics at a press 

conference (“I don’t know why I 
have to f***ing keep defending my-
self ” - perhaps because you’re the 
head coach of a Lions tour, War-
ren?).

If at this early stage of a Lions 
tour the coaching staff are losing 
the plot, then what hope is there? It 
seems as if they are more prepared 
with their excuses of jetlag and ex-
planations than with a game plan. 
Former All Black Ian Jones said, 
“It’s an easy cop out to say these guys 

are jetlagged. If you go down the 
line of a scratch side, with jet-
lag, you can use that excuse 
only once on a tour, ever. You 
cannot go back on that.”

Complaints about 
preparation time and the 
tour schedule should not be 

made mid-tour. Of course, 
for the Lions to set off just days 

after the culmination of 
the European season, 

and to begin train-
ing camp with 

a sizeable 
cohort of 
key play-
ers miss-
ing on 
club duty, 
is regret-

table and 
not in any 

way beneficial to their chances. Bar-
barian teams such as the Lions need 
time to create partnerships and 
form chemistry and understanding 
on and off the field. But such com-
plaints are to be made in the in-
quests following the tour by admin-
istrative staff, not mid way through 
the series by those in charge of for-
matting a winning side.

Furthermore, the rhetoric es-
poused by the British media in re-
gards to Lions selection is superflu-
ous and redundant. Much is made 
of “what it means to put on a Lions 
jersey”. This hyperbole is besides the 
point. Do we think that New Zea-
landers don’t feel the same pride 
when those famous All Black shirts 
are handed out? The argument that 
the Lions have some sort of senti-
mental or psychological advantage 
over New Zealand is invalid.

It’s been an awkward first week 
for the tourists. Coming to terms 
with the electric style of New Zea-
land rugby takes time, time the Li-
ons do not have, especially when 
also trying to mould players from 17 
different teams and four countries 
into a single unit. But the team need 
to find a fast way to do so if they are 
to salvage anything from the most 
difficult of tour destinations. At 
least, let’s pray that Stuart Barnes’ 
commentary improves.

With underperforming star names, two tries in three games and a hostile coach, can the Lions make a successful comeback?

James Voyle
SPORTS EDITOR

British and Irish Lions surprisingly easy to tame
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WHILE THE seniors laboured to a 
2-2 draw against the most mediocre 
of Scotland’s teams, England’s youth 
representatives were busy conquer-
ing the world.

Over the weekend, the Three Li-
ons were victorious in the under-20 
FIFA World Cup in South Korea, as 
well as in the prestigious under-21s 
Toulon Tournament for the second 
year in a row. Perhaps the best news 
to come from the weekend was the 
fact that the under-21s triumph in 
Toulon came courtesy of a penalty 
shoot-out win, a feat rarely achieved 
by any of England’s national teams.

The fact that two youth tour-
naments were won over the same 
weekend by teams from the same 
country will make the rest of the 
footballing world stand up and take 
note. The FA has done a great job in 
supporting youth football in recent 
years, with £260m being invested 
in the grassroots level from 2015 

through to 2019, with a focus on 
innovative coaching. Moreover, we 
are beginning to see the dividends 
being paid out by the FA’s national 
football centre: St George’s Park. 
The £105m, 330 acre site in Staf-
fordshire is the home of all 24 na-
tional teams, both men’s and wom-
en’s sides.

Based on a similar facility out-
side Paris which nurtured France’s 
1998 World Cup winning team, St 
George’s Park has shrugged of its 
initial detractors by churning out a 
team of talented young men that has 
now reached the semi finals 
in Toulon four years on the 
bounce. The Lionesses also 
trained there before setting 
off for the World Cup in 
Canada in 2015, where they 
finished third.

The challenge now is 
how to provide a pathway 
for these promising young 
players to break into the 
senior team. England has 
had success at youth level 
before; a quick look at 
the squad for the 1993 un-
der-20 World Cup, where 
England managed their best 

ever finish up until last weekend’s 
victory, brings up only one memora-
ble name; Nicky Butt. 

The senior team is a mix of es-
tablished top division players and a 
cohort of ‘next big things’ who miss 
out on tournament experience at 
age-grade level. Marcus Rashford, 
Raheem Sterling and Luke Shaw 
are all players who were accelerated 

through the youth 
levels but then 
flattered to 
deceive 

at the top level of international foot-
ball.

How England’s youngsters de-
velop from here will be a function of 
their exposure to top level football, 
which will be primarily determined 
by their respective clubs. Dominic 
Solanke is yet to appear for Chelsea, 
Freddie Woodman won his fourteen 
appearances last season on loan at 

Kilmarnock, while Ad-
emola Lookman and 
Dominic Calvert-
Lewis have just a 
handful of Everton 

appearances each. 
Lewis Cook shined 
for Leeds United 
but is yet to ce-
ment a place in the 
Bournemouth line-
up since his transfer 

last summer.
It is out of the 

FA’s hands how much 
these players are giv-
en an opportunity to 
grow hereon in, and 
we can only hope that 

their clubs give them 
the time and space to 
improve.

Sports Committee 
applications

Applications to be on York 
Sport Union’s commitee have 
been exteneded until Wednes-
day  14 June. The York Sport 
Commitee has several posi-
tions available such as com-
munications officer, treasur-
er, tournament secretary (x2), 
equal opportunities officer, 
fundraising and events officer 
and college sport officer. You 
would be required to attend 
weekly meetings chaired by 
the York Sport President and 
you would work with them 
to organise major events, as 
well as voting on new legisla-
tion and giving opinions on 
sport-related projects. It’s an 
opportunity to gain commu-
nication skills as well as a real 
insight into the York Sport 
Union.

College sports festival 
postponed

Due to the weather leav-
ing pitches unplayable, the 
YUSU sports team has made 
the decision to delay College 
Sports Festival. College sports 
officers Matt and Kate found 
it “frustrating as a lot of work 
has been put into the day 
but [they’re] hoping to rear-
range in the next few weeks”. 
Hopefully the College Sports 
Festival will be back up and 
running before the end of 
the Summer Term. As well 
as this, they are also looking 
into the possibility of holding 
a college sport event in the 
Autumn Term to “get people 
excited for the year of college 
sport ahead!”. 

Bike pumps

One of Isaac Beevor’s mani-
festo pledges was to get bike 
pumps around campus in all 
the colleges and four were 
installed on 30 May, with an-
other four being installed in 
the near future. Beevor post-
ed a picture of the bike pumps 
saying he “never would have 
thought that we would be 
getting Public Bike Pumps 
around every College... But 
they are here!”  

Fresher’s fair 
applications

Applications for Fresher’s 
Fair opened up last week and 
applications close Friday 23 
June, Week 10 of the summer 
term. As one of the biggest 
days of the year to recruit new 
people for sports clubs and 
gain traction for some of the 
more unknown sports clubs. 
Each club will get an exam 
sized desk as a minimum and 
York Sport Union will try 
to accomodate any requests 
where possible.
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DESPITE BATTLING shingles, an 
elbow injury and various other ill-
nesses, Andy Murray decided to 
take part in the French Open and 
ended up being beaten out by Stan 
Wawrinka in the semi-finals, in a 
close match that was a serious back 
and forth between the two players 

when it came to winning sets. Waw-
rinka just edged out with wins in 
three out of the five sets played, not 
a whitewash at all on Murray’s part.

But it still begs the question 
of why Murray, the world’s current 
number one tennis player, has fallen 
from winning victory after victory 
from 2014-2016, to a measly couple 
of wins since February so far this 
year. Murray arrived at the French 
Opens with only four victories since 
February and just 16 wins to his 
name overall this year. 

He will keep his number one 
ranking going into grass-court 

season but requires a new aggres-
sive edge if he hopes to keep those 
points defending his title at Wim-
bledon. Murray was still proud of 
this result due to the tough year he 
suffered previously and was glad he 
put himself in the position to play in 
the competition. 

He has 
a new-
f o u n d 
l e v e l 
of con-
fidence 
p r e -
p a r i n g 
himself for 
Wimbledon 
and winning a 
third title there. 
Despite this, as 
the world’s 
c urrent 

number one in tennis, and even pri-
or to these various ailments, Murray 
still was losing out to people he won 
easily to in previous years, so what’s 
changed? 

With Murray having said him-
self that his serve is something he 
has “struggled with the last couple of 
months”, but in games I’ve watched 
of him playing in the French Open, 
he has lost his sense of aggression 
and power that you could see in him 
competing in previous years. 

Excuses were made by him that 
it is clay-court season at the moment 

and he tends to work better on 
the grass, his serves were let-

ting him down as well as 
the injuries and illnesses 
clearly taking a toll, as 

he starts off strong 
in the Waw-

rinka match 
and falls in 
the final sets 
losing 6-1 in 
the end, as 
t i r e d n e s s 
and frustra-
tion got the 
better of 
him.

Mu r -
ray does 
have the 

potential to 
bring back 

success on 

the court going into Queen’s club, 
a title he has won five times, but 
Rafael Nadal is close on his heels, 
winning his match against Stan 
Wawrinka in the final of the French 
Open. 

He won by a landslide, winning 
all three sets against Wawrinka. 
This is Nadal’s tenth victory in the 
French Open, and Nadal is the first 
man to win a single Slam on ten oc-
casions in the Open era. The stats 
for Nadal are incredible, he won 83 
per cent of the points on his first 
serve, as well as not losing a set in 
the whole tournament. 

With these stats backing Nadal, 
it’s no question that Murray would 
start feeling the heat from the cur-
rent world number four, as he gains 
some much needed points taking 
him up the leaderboard. With Mur-
ray struggling, its obvious that peo-
ple would start to wonder about his 
chances of taking the Wimbledon 
title again. 

I wouldn’t want to tempt fate 
and make assumptions, but if I was 
a betting woman, I would bet an 
usually high likelihood on Nadal be-
ing in the final against Murray this 
year, and definitely a higher likeli-
hood than usual of him winning the 
match outright. 

Even without thinking that 
Nadal will win Wimbledon, I think 
there is reason for Murray to be 
nervous. 

Mediocre Murray missing his mojo

England’s young footballers victorious 

Robyn Aitchison
SPORTS EDITOR
 

James Voyle
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 16 Number of wins
for Murray so far 
this year
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Battling illness, injury and a continual struggle on the clay-court, can he make a comeback?

With victory in Suwon and Toulon, youngsters give hope for future national team success
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WITH THE END of the year draw-
ing to a close, Isaac Beevor’s role as 
York Sport President will also be 
coming to an end. Laura Carruthers 
will be taking over his position in 
YUSU, after winning the position in 
the YUSU elections, beating out the 
other candidates with a great cam-
paign. 

Looking back on his year, Bee-
vor managed to pass several ele-
ments of his manifesto with ease, 
when further looking into them, 
policies which I would have origi-
nally thought he would have strug-
gled to do due to money and other 
reasons, he was in fact able to do. 
Carruthers is excited to carry the ba-
ton for herself, but Isaac Beevor still 
has a couple more weeks as York 
Sport Union President, and in the 
interim it is interesting to look back 
on Beevor’s policies and see what he 
has been able to achieve. 

I wasn’t a student when Isaac 
Beevor was running his original 
campaign for Sport President, but 
looking back on campaign videos of 
him rapping with Stormzy backup 
music and a slogan of “Beevzy 4 

York Sport President”, it’s clear how 
he appealed to the general student 
population. As well as mention-
ing the idea of a College Sport card 
providing discounted club entry 
for clubs, discounts on going out is 
obviously going to appeal to most 
people. 

These cards seemed like a good 
idea in practise, but they seemed to 
have been harder to acquire than 
previously mentioned in his origi-
nal manifesto. Just joining a col-
lege sport won’t allow you to get the 
card, you obviously have to apply in 
order to be elligible; not all college 
sports get them automatically.

There is a general theme run-
ning through most Sport President 
manifestos - one of inclusivity, 
awareness and sociability. I would 
argue that in Isaac’s time as Sports 
President, he managed to achieve 
quite a lot of the things on his mani-
festo. 

From the expansion of equal 
opportunities, it’s clear that Isaac 
provided a vast social media pres-
ence. His weekly sports emails kept 
everyone in a continual loop con-
cerning what was happening on 
campus, and was all in all a help-
ful service. Various ‘Give It A Go’ 
weeks happening throughout the 
year meant that people could get in-
volved on a regular basis, providing 

new opportunities for involvement 
and socialising. Laura and Isaac’s 
manifestos had similarities showing 
that the students at the University 
of York know what  areas of sport 
would benefit from extra attention, 
mostly concerning mental health, a 
key part of Laura’s manifesto in par-
ticular. 

With a Roses celebration re-
volving around the charity MIND, 
the awareness surrounding this is-
sue has been central throughout the 
past sporting season. 

While people have varying 
opinions on the presence of MIND 
and mental health at Roses, the cen-
trality was essential in demonstrat-
ing key issues that needed to be ad-
dressed on campus. 

Beevor’s awareness and fund-
raising for mental health was cen-
tral to his year as Sport President.  
While he only slightly stressed it in 
his original campaign, it ended up 
being on a whole new level of aware-
ness and inclusivity. The Roses play-
er profiles gave a whole new level 
to illuminating mental illness, pro-
viding people with the opportunity 
to give their own personal stories 
and allowing people to realise they 
weren’t alone in using sport as a way 
to help them deal with their mental 
illnesses. 

With Roses being held on home 

ground this year, the chances of 
York coming away victorious was 
highly likely. Beevor’s presence in 
the games was helpful in providing 
a friendly face for people attending 
matches that they maybe hadn’t at-
tended before. 

All in all, Beevor’s year as York 
Sport President has been a suc-
cessful one, and I’m sure a winning 
streak of success within the sport 
section of YUSU can be continued 
with the sport presidency of Laura 
Carruthers.

Robyn Aitchison
SPORTS EDITOR
 

Loz looking forward to a promising year

LAURA CARRUTHERS is the in-
coming York Sport President, tak-
ing over the mantle from Isaac Bee-
vor. Her manifesto was encouraging 
and wide-ranging, encompassing a 
large range of ideas. As women 1s 
lacrosse captain, tournament secre-
tary, a catchy rhyming slogan, “Cos 
there ain’t no others like Carru-
thers” and an enthusiastic attitude, 
she succeeded in winning the sport 
presidential election. 

Her focus on the relationship 
between mental health and sport 
and the importance of inclusivity 
and awareness were key points in 
her manifesto, and when speaking 
to her about this, she stressed the 
“mental and physical benefits of 
participating in sport”, and the idea 
that “you never know what is going 
on in someone else’s mind”. 

Laura said that she had spoken 
to people on BUCS Wednesdays, 
but had no idea of the things they 
were battling themselves. 

The link between mental health 
in sport is so important to stress 
considering that these kind of ill-
nesses are a “fact of life nowadays”. 
Instead of ignoring them, bringing 
this kind of awareness to light is im-
portant and is “really going to help”.

Carruthers is following on from 

incumbent York Sport President, 
and she said that he has “laid some 
really good groundwork” for the 
awareness and fundraising for men-
tal health, something she hopes to 
continue in her own presidency. 

Carruthers was especially excit-
ed to bring to life her ideas for Col-

lege Varsity. Her suggestion is that 
we apply a similar formula to Var-
sity as we do Roses. She emphasises 
the idea that it would be nice to give 
“college sport people that same feel-
ing” as university level athletes do at 
Roses. Her aim is to make College 
Varsity a two-day long event, “an ex-

panded, better Varsity”. 
Support from the Durham 

Sport Union would be required to 
make this work, but if this idea were 
to go through, it would provide 
great scope for “variations in the 
turnout for college sport” as they re-
ally deserve to have the same level of 

university-wide support that is seen 
at Roses.

The variation in support for 
sports across the board is something 
she wants to look into changing, 
and making sure that people have 
good turnouts at matches is some-
thing that is great for morale both 
for people at college and university-
level sport alike.

Something else that Carruthers 
will be bringing to the table is her 
insistence on hassle free kit orders. 
Changing the kit provider from Sur-
ridge may help to provide greater 
efficiency. Carruthers emphasised 
how people are currently “ordering 
their kit in Freshers’ week and [are]
not able to wear it until near the end 
of BUCS season”. 

Laura also wants a change of 
kit style to white colouring, to tie in 
with the “Roses are White” slogan. 
This sense of unity is key in suggest-
ing that “we are one York”. 

As one of the tournament sec-
retaries this year, Carruthers is al-
ready in the know of the ins and 
outs of York Sport Union. Prepera-
tion is key, but “an element of spon-
taneity is never bad”.

All in all, Carruthers says that 
she is “very excited to get started” 
and is “optimistic that [she] can 
carry the baton well”. She will be 
working with the next YUSU Presi-
dent Alex Urqhart to create a se-
lection of university-wide sporting 
events, and I sure am excited to see 
what happens next year.

Robyn Aitchison
SPORTS EDITOR
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WITH YORK FINISHING the year 
in 46th place with 850.5 points and 
a win rate of 42 per cent. It begs the 
question whether York has achieved 
everything it has wanted to over the 
year.  When YUSU elections were 
the talk of campus, the York Sport 
President nominees had one com-
mon theme in each of their manifes-
tos, wherein they would comment 
on how they wanted York to make it 
into the top 35 on the BUCS league 
table. York has 65 teams in the 
BUCS league programme of 2016-
17, and has secured 276 wins so far, 
with 348 defeats and 40 draws.

Several teams this year have ac-
complished more than expected and 
some less, with some narrowly miss-
ing out on their goals. One team is 
the men’s 1s volleyball team, already 
very successful in their competi-

tions, moving up to the Northern 
1A league this season, but narrowly 
missing out on beating their rivals 
Liverpool in their final match of 
the season, as they fall to 3rd place 
drawing with Manchester on 15 
points. 

While the women’s 1s and 2s 

volleyball teams have only lost one 
game each respectively. Several 
teams have achieved highly in their 
competitions throughout the BUCS 
season, like the women’s Rugby Un-
ion teams, losing three games be-
tween them. 

When speaking to the women’s 
rugby team about their aims for 
the beginning of the year, they had 
hoped to “finish in competitive posi-
tions in [their] leagues, with an em-
phasis on developing a club style of 
play that was aggressive, fast paced 
and high intensity”. The standard of 
the Women’s Rugby Club really rose 
as a whole over the year. Sasha, the 
current President of UYWRUFC 
said that as “the 1st XVI season 
wore on, the goal became to get as 
many points on the board as pos-
sible – a 110-0 win against North-

umbria for example”. The technical 
expertise of the women within the 
club became apparent through their 
crushing victories of others in the 
Northern BUCS league. 

Sasha also remarked how she 
was “thrilled” that they finished so 
well in the league as this was the 
first time that they were able to get 
a 2nd XVI in a BUCS league. 

With futsal and lacrosse bring-
ing up the rear of the University of 
York league table, with losses in all 
of their matches for women’s 1s and 
2s futsal. It makes you wonder how 
these York sport nominees were 
planning on executing these plans 
with the current University in the 
35th spot bringing in 1068 points 
overall, were there specific sports 
they were hoping would bring up 
the overall tally? 

This year, York has done worse 
than in previous years, ranking 
in the 15/16 season in 40th place 
with 907 points, but with the team 
in 35th place only scoring 1026.5 
points, and then the 14/15 season 
ended with the University in 35 th 
place with 891.5 points, suggest-
ing that the bars have been lower 
in previous years. Not only this, but 
the University of York in the 14/15 
season had a much higher chance of 
getting into the top 35 in this year 
finishing up in 36th place. Maybe 
suggesting that the York Sport Pres-
ident nominees’ manifestos were 
a tad outdated. The implications 
of this is that York has to try and 
catch up in some way with the other 
sporting teams at other universities 
because the standard is beginning 
to be raised higher and higher.
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