
Disabled student ‘in disbelief’ 
at abusive message left on car

A DISABLED PHD student and 
seminar tutor at the University of 
York was the victim of abuse last 
week after she returned to her 
parked car to ind a note that read: 
“Being fat and ugly doesn’t count as 
being disabled (Park Elsewhere).”

Sarah Metcalfe, 35, has ‘invis-

ible illness’ ibromyalgia, a mus-
coskeletal pain and fatigue disorder, 
and parked her car in a disabled 
parking space at the Clifton Moor 
Tesco on Thursday 30 April to be 
closer to the supermarket entrance 
and make it easier to carry heavy 
shopping bags back to her car.

She was “shocked” and “in dis-
belief ” when she returned to her car 
at 6pm and her son, aged 13, found 

the handwritten note on the front 
window of her car.

Metcalfe developed ibromyal-
gia after a fall resulted in neck and 
head injuries. She has experienced 
the symptoms, which include in-
creased sensitivity to pain, chronic 
fatigue syndrome, muscle stiffness 
and problems with mental pro-
cesses on a daily basis, for ive years. 
However, she was not immediately 

diagnosed with the long-term con-
dition.

In a Facebook post addressed 
to the person that wrote to the note, 
Metcalfe detailed the pain she was 
going through. She wrote: “Despite 
the fact that I work hard (I never 
take sick time), don’t claim disabil-
ity beneits (not that it’s wrong for 
people that do) and I juggle work 
and family life I was really just hav-

ing a BAD and very painful day.”
Metcalfe said she wants to 

raise awareness of her experience 
to highlight the fact that although 
people with ‘invisible illnesses’ may 
not look like they have disabilities, 
they still struggle with many aspects 
of daily life.

She told Nouse: “I didn’t really 

Hillary Clinton 

Nouse
Sponsored by

Grace Marsh

EDITOR

www.nouse.co.uk •     /yorknouse •     @yorknouse •      @yorknouse

Est. 1964

          Shakespeare

Arts M6

Tuesday 5 May 2015 

Guardian Student Publication of the Year Runner Up 2014

 Politics P14

A look at this 
year’s York 

International 
Shakespeare 

Festival

The best and 
worst of the 

superhero 
genre

Film M3

• PhD student and seminar tutor was ‘shocked’ when her son discovered a note calling her ‘fat and ugly’

 Spector
On why the 
music 
industry
needs to 
lighten 
up

Music M10

  Supervillains

Democracy in Gaming
>> M12

Will she be 
elected as 
the next 
president of 
the United 
States?

Tour de Yorkshire 2015 •Page7

ContinuedonPage3



Want to write for us? Get in touch: editor@nouse.co.ukNouse Est. 1964

NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         

Editorial

www.nouse.co.uk2 www.ey.com/uk/careers
Tuesday 5 May 2015

A note from the Editor

Nouse, Grimston House, 

University of York, YO10 

5DD 

EDITOR
Grace Marsh
DEPUTY 
EDITOR
Lewis Hill
MUSE EDITOR
Deborah Lam
DEPUTY MUSE 
EDITOR
Kate Barlow
MANAGING 
DIRECTOR
Aaron Stennett
ADVERTISING 
DIRECTOR
Hatti Linnell 
ONLINE 

EDITOR
Shahreen Vacha
SOCIAL MEDIA
DIRECTOR
Victoria Chater-Lea
TECHNICAL
DIRECTOR
Owen Hurford
Toby Makins
DEPUTY 
TECHNICAL 
Josh Goodwin
CHIEF 
SUB-EDITOR
Erin Rodgers
DEPUTY SUB
Bea Angier

Holly Woolnough
PHOTO 
EDITOR
James Hostford
DEPUTY PHOTO
Adam Rummer
Raymond Wong
DESIGN DIRECTOR
Alex Donaldson
NEWS EDITOR
Amy Wong
DEPUTY NEWS 
Ciarán Morrissey
Tess Pullen
COMMENT 
EDITOR
Niall Whitehead

DEPUTY COMMENT
Amy Gibbons
Jacob Miller
FEATURES 
EDITOR
Jasmin Hayward
DEPUTY 
FEATURES
Connie Shaw
Jack Richardson
SPORTS 
EDITORS
Tom Harle
Matt Kirkum
DEPUTY SPORTS
Rob Middleton
POLITICS EDITOR

Katy Sandalls
DEPUTY POLITICS
Robin Bandar
Marie Poupinel
BUSINESS EDITOR
Sam Russell 
DEPUTY BUSINESS
James Humpish
James Pascoe
SCIENCE 
EDITOR
Sam Wainwright
DEPUTY 
SCIENCE
Emily Hoyland
Filip Preoteasa
ARTS EDITOR

Lily Papworth
DEPUTY ARTS 
Joel Down 
Lara Swan
FASHION  EDITOR
Beki Elmer
DEPUTY FASHION 
Grace Howarth
MUSIC 
EDITOR
Chris Owen
DEPUTY MUSIC
Ricky Jones
Callum McCulloch
FILM AND TV
EDITOR
Rosemary Collins

DEPUTY FILM 
AND TV
Alex Killeen 
Rhys Thompson
FOOD AND DRINK
EDITOR
Sophie Crump
DEPUTY FOOD AND 
DRINK
Amy Norton
Kayleigh Sutton
GAMING EDITORS
Adam Koper
George Nanidis

Est. 1964

The opinions expressed in this publi-

cation do not necessarily reflect those 

of the editors, writers, publishers or 

advertisers. Contact editor@nouse.

co.uk with letters and complaints. 

Front page photo: 
Chris Hart
Second page photos: 
L-R: James Hostford, 
Nedim Sulejmanovic, 
The Prime Minister’s 
Office, Muppet Wiki. 
Back page photo: 
James Hostford

/yorknouse 

@yorknouse

@yorknouse

Email us: 

editor@nouse.co.uk

@Work programme sees 
rise in applications

A new report on the University of 
York’s @Work programme has re-
vealed that last year saw an increase  
in the number of applications. In to-
tal, 208 students applied to take part 
in the scheme compared to 155 the 
previous year. The @Work scheme 
ran across four departments, Edu-
cation, English and Related Lit-
erature, History of Art and Politics. 
The projects completed included 16 
school workshops, research propos-
als and public events, with 26 pro-
jects sourced by the Community and 
Volunteering Unit.

New café uses food 
destined for landfill

York’s first ‘Pay As You Feel’ café 
opened this week in Tang Hall Com-
munity Centre. Yourcafe, which is 
run entirely by volunteers, offers 
meals made from food donated by 
local businesses that would oth-
erwise go to waste. The café was 
inspired by the Real Junk Food 
Project and will remain open for a 
trial period of six weeks. Rita Faria, 
a Yourcafe volunteer, told The Press: 
“Our objective is to reduce food 
waste and help social isolation while 
providing a tasty meal in the heart 
of the community.”

News in brief
Former Halifax head to 

shave afro for charity

Loussin-Torah Pilikian, former 
President of Halifax College, is close 
to hitting her fundraising target for 
York Mind, a local mental health 
charity. If she raises £500 by 18 
May, she will shave her head. Piliki-
an wrote on her Just Giving page: “If 
everyone on my [Facebook] profile 
donated £1 I’d raise £1000 for York 
Mind. If all human beings had ac-
cess to counselling, self-reflection 
and understanding it would be a 
much better place.” She has already 
raised 94 per cent of her target, with 
only £29 left to be raised.

Good prospects for York 
graduates

We are always on the lookout for writers, photographers and cartoonists to join our team. It doesn’t matter if you have never written for Nouse 
before, send an email to editor@nouse.co.uk, or to muse@nouse.co.uk for Muse sections, to get involved. 
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The Careers Annual Report has 
found that 72.9 per cent of full-time 
first degree graduates who left the 
University in 2013 were in graduate 
level employment or further study 
within six months of graduation. 
The report also found that the num-
ber of students who accessed the 
Employability Tutorial fell by ap-
proximately 10 per cent. However, 
the number of people who accessed 
their Employability Plans rose by 
26 per cent. The Careers service 
intends to alter the structure of the 
York Award in the future. 

Greetings to you from 
where ever you may be 

reading the latest edition 
of Nouse.

Exams are nearing 
and don’t we know it. Our 
deinition of fun has gone 
out of the window and all 
we can do to console our-
selves is through over-con-
sumption of pre-packed 
goods from Nisa.  

This week’s front page 
concerns an issue that 

receives a lot of media 
attention at university - 
invisible illnesses. Mental 
and pain-related illnesses, 
sleep disorders, depres-
sion. The list is endless 
and the number of people 
affected is undoubtedly 
high and ever-increasing. 

Yet, as the front page 
shows, some of us, wheth-
er purposefully or not, 
remain ignorant of such 
things. It’s promising to 

see a growing number of 
initiatives set up by stu-
dents at York to not only 
raise awareness, but more 
importantly act to ensure 
that our students don’t 
suffer alone, especially 
during exam time.

Also nearing is the 
election that we’ve all been 
waiting for, or conversely, 
can’t wait to see the back 
of. For something a little 
more lighthearted, lick to 

Gaming for a review for 
Democracy 3, in which 
you can run the country as 
one of the political leaders. 
Exciting stuff.

Towards the back, 
Sports Editor Tom Harle 
was in football heaven 
when he interviewed Eng-
land legend Roy Hodgson 
during York’s domination 
of Roses. Roses are white 
and all that...

Until week 9,



want to create attention to myself 
with getting this note because it’s 
quite embarrassing and it was quite 
hurtful, but I felt compelled to chal-
lenge perceptions of people in this 
way. That person who judged me on 
my appearance doesn’t know me as 
a person, doesn’t know what kind of 
day I’ve had or what’s going on in 
my life.” 

Metcalfe stressed that her in-
tentions were not to start a hate 
campaign against the writer of the  
note, saying: “I just felt like I needed 
to educate this person. If they did 
own up to what they did, I would 
happily sit down and talk to them 
and explain about what challenges I 
face on a day-to-day basis.”

The Sociology student acknowl-
edges that the writer of the note 
may not have understood that she is 
disabled because she is not current-
ly in possession of a Disabled Blue 
Badge, which ensures easier access 
for people with mobility dificulties 
to park closer to public places and 
areas.

Although she has applied for 

one, she is unsure whether she will 
be permitted one due to the nature 
of her illness. However, Metcalfe 
is legally able to park in a disabled 
space without a Blue Badge because 
the scheme only applies to on-street 
car parks.

She said the disabled car park 
at the Clifton Moor Tesco “didn’t 
have double yellow lines, or any-
thing that made them look like they 
were oficial, and that it could be 
enforceable”, adding: “It doesn’t say 
that a blue badge is needed, so I just 
used my own judgment.”

Metcalfe also pointed out that 
there were around 40 empty spaces 
in the disabled parking space and 
said that because of this, she didn’t’ 
believe that she would be offending 
anyone.  

She went on to say: “That’s the 
last thing I’d want to do, and it’s 
about the personal judgment and 
compassion of others rather than 
stereotyping people and being po-
litically correct.”

Metcalfe added: “I would nev-
er park in an allocated blue badge 
car park in town, so if I was feel-

ing like I was in agony - well, I’m in 
agony all of the time, but if I felt I 
couldn’t cope with it that day - I just 
wouldn’t go out, I wouldn’t venture 
out into town.”

Staff at the Clifton Moor Tesco 
were “horriied” to hear what had 
happened but said that there was 
no CCTV at the privately owned car 
park, and so they would have no in-
dication of who had posted the note 
on her car.

Peter Quinn, Director of Stu-
dent Support Services, said: “I am 
sorry to hear about this incident and 
hope the student involved is mak-
ing use of their friends and support 
network ... Although these types of 
incidents are likely to be rare, they 
could leave the recipient feeling dis-
tressed and disempowered.”

Metcalfe hopes that by shar-
ing the note on Facebook the per-
son will see it and “will think twice 
about saying those nasty things”. 
Her status has currently been 
shared almost 3,000 times.

One in ten students at York 
have a disability, the majority of 
which are likely to be non-visible.  

No CCTV means supermarket is 
unable to help catch writer of note

Abortion comments spark anger 
and complaints after URY debate
YUSU HAVE launched an inves-
tigation after several complaints 
were made about a live radio debate 
between representatives from the 
newly ratiied Life Matters soci-
ety and FemSoc during URY show 
That’s What She Said.

Life Matters was represented 
by Laura Doherty and David Scul-
lion, the society’s Chair and Secre-
tary. Izzy Lomas and Gina Cardwell, 
Chair and Social Secretary of Fem-
Soc, also took part in the debate.

The debate, which took place on 
20 April, focused on whether abor-
tion should be legal. However, com-
plaints were made after Scullion 
was asked about his views on rape 
survivors who had abortions and 
he replied: “I still feel it is murder.” 
He also said that women should be 
punished for having abortions.

Doherty concluded the inter-
view by sharing a pro-life organi-
sation’s phone number which was 
presented by them as a helpline 
for people who may have been af-
fected by the issues raised during 
the debate. Neither the host of the 
show nor FemSoc were made aware 
of Doherty’s intention to read this 
number out before she did so.

Lomas told Nouse that she was 
“happy” Life Matters agreed to a de-
bate but said she felt Life Matters 
“seriously violated the rules of the 
debate by promoting a pro-life hel-

pline at the end of the show.” 
She said: “Free speech is impor-

tant, but not when it’s detrimental 
to student welfare. I don’t believe 
Life Matters should be ratiied. The 
views they expressed in the inter-
view against contraception as well 
as abortion were extreme and the 
spreading of misinformation about 
contraception could seriously im-
pact on the health of students.

Lomas also called their com-
ments “inappropriate”, “misogy-
nistic” and “offensive”, adding that 
their views on rape and abortion 

“need to be challenged”. She went 
on to say: “I completely support an-
yone who made a complaint about 
Life Matters and I hope YUSU takes 
any complaints seriously and inves-
tigates them fully.”

Concerns were also raised over 
the participants treating the issue of 
abortion as a women’s issue. It was 
argued that such a view subscribed 
to a form of gender binarism that 
could marginalise trans* people. 

While the issue was raised dur-
ing the interview and while both 
parties apologised, Life Matters 

continued to use the term “pregnant 
women” throughout the debate. 

Evie Paffard, LGBTQ Oficer, 
told Nouse that she was “disap-
pointed” by this and added: “Avoid-
ing cissexist language isn’t easy, but 
I applaud the two FemSoc speak-
ers for making the effort to correct 
themselves.”

Scullion said: “I’d like to say 
how good it is that people are so en-
gaged with this topic. Jess [Wynn], 
the presenter of That’s What She 
Said, said that the programme with 
Life Matters got far more interest 

than usual. At university, we are 
exposed to lots of new ideas and we 
get the chance to evaluate and de-
cide between them for ourselves.

“I think it’s great that FemSoc 
and Women’s Committee are willing 
to embrace this and invite us onto 
their show. It is understandable that 
the debate provoked a strong reac-
tion; there were two irreconcilable 
ideas about the deinition of human 
life that were presented. However, I 
would hope that, instead of shutting 
off debate, the fact that people have 
such strong views would encourage 
further understanding of the topic 
on both sides.”

Speaking of the debate, Wynn 
said: “It was certainly a very thought 
provoking debate that has raised 
some very important issues. I am 
pleased that the debate has sparked 
conversation on this issue and that 
it has allowed people to make an in-
formed decision about any further 
action that they might want to take.”

Chris Wall, Student Activities 
Oficer, told Nouse: “It is an incred-
ibly dificult and sensitive conversa-
tion to be having. At this stage it is 
too early to say what will come from 
this but we are committed to our 
equal opportunities policy and want 
to encourage anyone who is affected 
by the issue to seek independent ad-
vice.”

Students seeking further sup-
port are advised to contact the 
Women’s Counselling Centre.
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The debate between Life Matters and FemSoc was part of URY’s ‘alternative Woman’s Hour’  That’s What She Said

Metcalfe hopes the person who wrote the note will see her Facebook post



DERWENT COLLEGE has sold all 
of its irst release pre-sale tickets for  
Big D, its annual post-exam club 
night, in ten minutes. 

The description on the Big D 

Facebook event promises to turn 
Derwent and the surrounding cam-
pus into a “euphoric oasis of music 
and dancing”.

The event will also see D Bar 
transformed into the ‘Far Away 
Stage’.

Hendrix Hall will be rebranded 

as ‘The Void’ for the night.
Big D, which was originally 

scheduled to take place on Sunday 
31 May, will now happen on Mon-
day 1 June. due to “unforeseen cir-
cumstances”. However, the change 
is sad to make the lineup “**EVEN 
MADDER!**” according to the 
Facebook page. All tickets for the 
irst, second and third releases are 
sold out, while details for the sale 
of online tickets have yet to be an-
nounced.

Despite the initial success of 
ticket pre-sales, there have been 
complaints regarding the process 
behind the sale of the tickets. 

One person registered their 
complaint on the Big D Facebook 
event page, commenting on the 
lack of information given about the 
dwindling number of irst release 
tickets, valued at 
£18.

They said: 
“Good job tell-
ing people in the 
queue there’s only 
10 tickets left 
then... When do 
they go online?”

Rosalie Dow-
ding, Chair of Der-
went College, told 
Nouse: “We were 
thrilled by such a 
massive turnout for 
the first sale. As these 
went so quickly, we de-
cided to launch the second 

release then too, to minimise dis-
appointment of all those that had 
crammed into D Bar. 

“It seems that people were un-
der the impression that the tickets 
had completely gone, and left be-
fore hearing that the second release 
was being launched.”

According to Dowding, over a 
third of the tickets have now been 
sold. 

She added that there would be 
an opportunity for people to win 
YUSU Black Cards. YUSU Black 
Cards entitle the holder free entry 
into all YUSU official club nights.

The cards will be valid for all of 
next year, which Dowding labelled 
as an “absolute dream.”

A second year Economics stu-
dent, told Nouse: “The way the 
ticket sales were advertised wasn’t 

great to be honest. 
It’s a shame be-
cause I was really 
looking forward 
to the event. I had 
a really enjoyable 
night at last year’s 
event, hopefully I 
can grab a ticket 
when online sales 
go live.”

Last year’s 
event, which was 

called Project D, 
featured Swedish DJ 

and record producer 
Basshunter as its head-

liner.

A FREEDOM OF Information re-
quest has revealed that fourteen for-
mal complaints have been received 
by Accommodation Services since 
the start of the academic year. 

The most common type of com-
plaint was about a lack of heating or 
hot water. 

Other complaints included Wi-
Fi coverage, leaks, noise disturbanc-
es and power outages.  

The highest number of com-
plaints were made about the accom-
modation in Derwent, while there 
were none received about Langwith 
and Wentworth. 

Half of the individual com-
plainants were offered compensa-
tion by Accommodation Services.

Three sets of complainants ap-
pealed the decision reached by Ac-
commodation Services regarding 
their complaints. 

Of these appeals, one was re-
jected and two had their compensa-
tion offers increased.

Last year saw 19 complaints 
being made, with four being made 
about both Derwent and Halifax ac-

commodation. 
Most complaints in 2013/2014 

concerned general maintenance, 
although there was one complaint 
about a pest infestation. Ten com-
plaints resulted in offers of compen-
sation.

A third-year James College stu-
dent  said that during his time in 
“the infamous N-block”, “occasion-
ally, when it rained, water would 
soak through my friend’s carpet”.

The student added: “Twenty of 
us were expected to share a kitchen. 
We were in catered accommoda-
tion, but it was chaotic at lunch 
times and on week-ends. It’s just not 
feasible to share a kitchen with that 
number of people.”

There were appeals from three 
groups of students last year, one of 
which succeeded in securing a larg-
er sum.

A University of York spokesper-
son told Nouse: “We try to handle 
any issues that arise informally with 
residents. However, where the stu-
dent does not feel this is satisfactory 
then they have the right to initiate 
the complaints procedure under 
their terms of residence.”

The spokesperson added: “In 

assessing complaints, the Accom-
modation Ofice considers a num-
ber of factors including the severity, 

length of impacts/disruption, com-
munication and mitigation efforts.

“If a student does not agree 

with Accommodation Ofice’s ind-
ings they have the right to ask for 
the complaint to be reviewed.”
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Fourteen complaints received 
about campus accommodation
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First batch of Big D pre-sale 
tickets sells out in ten minutes

Lewis Hill
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A FILM COMPANY is in talks with 
the University about using the cam-
pus as the backdrop to a new Bol-
lywood production. 

The company contacted the 
University last week to make en-
quiries about ilming over a period 
of four weeks in June. The ilm is 
said to follow the romance of two 
students who move to England to 
study at university.

David Duncan, Registrar and 
Secretary, told Nouse: “Discussions 
are at an early stage but if this comes 
off, it will provide a further oppor-
tunity for students from TFTV to 
become involved in making a major 
ilm and will also provide employ-
ment for students as extras.”

The news follows conirmation 
that the production company be-
hind ‘The Correspondence’ will be 
shooting scenes featuring former 
Bond girl Olga Kurylenko on cam-
pus in May.

Duncan said: “The excellent fa-
cilities in the TFTV department and 
the high quality of our graduates are 
a very important part of the York 
media arts story.”

Other recent television and ilm 
productions based in York include 
Slapper and Me, starring Luke New-
berry as a dog-racing trainer, set to 
be released later this year.

Amy Norton

NEWS REPORTER

Plans for 
Bollywood 
film on 
campus

Ciarán Morrissey
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Derwent has promised to provide a “euphoric oasis of music and dancing”

Two complaints have been made about accommodation in Halifax College since the start of the academic year
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THE UNIVERSITY of York has 
been shortlisted for ‘University 
of the Year’ as part of a new set of 
awards designed to celebrate the 
achievements of northern universi-
ties.

The universities of Lancaster 
and Newcastle have also been short-
listed for the Educate North award.

The award will be judged   
based on which university best 
demonstrates outstanding perfor-
mance in business finance, teach-
ing, research, student experience, 
innovation and economic impact.  

Twenty awards will be given out 
in total, including ‘Business School 
of the Year’ and ‘Research Project of 
the Year’.

Professor Phil Harris, executive 
director of the Business Research 
Institute at the University of Ches-
ter has said ‘University of the Year’ 
had been a “very difficult category 
to judge”.

He added: “People are now 
starting to talk seriously about the 
northern powerhouse” and said that 
many universities in the north were 
beginning to challenge the higher 
education ‘golden triangle’ of Ox-
ford, Cambridge and London. 

In association with The Tel-

egraph, the Educate North Awards 
seek to celebrate, recognise and 
share best practice and excellence 
in the education sector in the north. 

It will be judged by a panel of 
leading academics and individuals.

The winner of the title will be 
announced at a dinner in Man-
chester on 3 June, playing host to 
over 30 universities and further 
education institutes from across the 
north.

There will also be a one-day 
conference prior to the award cer-
emony. 

The conference will host 16 
speakers, including Jeremy Lindley, 
Director of Finance at the Univer-
sity of York. 

He is set to give a speech on 
“how a major northern and global 
institution manages and intends to 
manage its significant financial re-
sponsibilities”.

A University of York spokesper-
son told Nouse: ‘It is pleasing to be 
nominated as University of the Year 
in the Educate North awards.” 

The spokesperson added: “It 
reflects our consistent strength re-
gionally, nationally and internation-
ally.”

The University, which joined 
the Russell Group in 2012, was 
awarded Times Higher Education 
University of the Year in 2010.
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York shortlisted 
for best university 
in the North

New campaign set to  
tackle sexual assault
Amy Wong

NEWS EDITOR

PHD LECTURER Dr Hayley Saul 
narrowly missed the Nepal earth-
quake of April 25 after leaving the 
village of Langtang just two hours 
before it was hit. 

A 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit 
Nepal on Saturday 25 April, causing 
devastation across the Himalayan 
nation. Large parts of the capital, 
Kathmandu, were lattened. 

The death toll has risen to over 
6,600, with more than 14,000 in-
jured. The Nepalese authorities 
have ruled out inding any more 
survivors. 

Dr Saul, who completed her 
archaeology degree at the the Uni-
versity of York, left Langtang, a 
small village 130km north of Kath-
mandu, just two hours before the 
earthquake demolished the entire 
community. The 32-year-old was 
in Langtang researching Tibetan 
Himalayan heritage by speaking 
with local villagers, and had previ-
ously visited the area.  

Her mission was to raise funds 
for renovations for the monastery. 
Dr Saul was travelling with her 
friend Emma Waterton away from 
Langtang, on a path towards Lama 

Hotel when the irst tremor hit. It 
lasted for a minute. 

Several more tremors hit as 
they tried to make their way down 
the path with their tour guides. The 
landscape became unstable after 
the main tremor and minute after-
shocks triggered landslides from the 
cliffs above the path. 

Emma Price, Dr Saul’s sister,  
said: “The path they were trekking 
on had gone and they had to trek for 
another ive or six hours to get to the 
next village.”

The pair zigzagged across the 
landscape to dodge landslides that 
fell less than 30 metres away. At 
Lama Hotel, Dr Saul and Water-
ton handed out their spare warm 
clothes to locals whose buildings 
were damaged beyond repair. 

Dr Saul left a voicemail on her 
sister’s mobile urging her to contact 
the Foreign Ofice or the British 
Embassy to send out helicopters to 
rescue the stranded. 

The pair then headed towards 
Sharpa Gaon. At 4.15pm the day 
after the quake, the friends, tour 
guides and a Slovakian woman were 
rescued by helicopter. 

On arrival into Kathmandu, 
the group were informed that the 
entire village of Langtang had been 

wiped out by an avalanche, with no 
survivors. Price said: “The guide 
[Dr Saul] was with found out that 
his whole family had gone. It’s some 
kind of apocalyptic nightmare.”

Dr Saul and Waterton have cre-
ated a Just Giving page dedicated 

to their tour guides Dawa, Chang-
ju and Temba. They hope to raise 
$50,000 to help ease the loss of 
their village and contribute towards 
any survival efforts and have already 
raised 19 per cent of their total, 
which amounts to £3,120.15. Thirty 

people have donated so far. 
The sisters additionally work 

with the charity ‘Community Action 
Nepal’ and are asking for donations 
for a relief program via their Just 
Giving webpage: www.justgiving.
com/Langtang-Survivors.  

STUDENTS AT the University of 
York have launched a campaign 
in partnership with FemSoc and 
Women’s Network to address sexual 
harassment and assaults on nights 
out.

As part of the campaign, called 
‘Your Night, Your Right’, a series of 
videos will be ilmed. These will in-
clude scenes depicting the type of 
assault that happens on nights out 
occurring during the daytime in-
stead.

It is hoped this will create a 
“very powerful visual impression” 
and “expose [the] singular abnor-
mality” and seriousness of assault.

People will also be given the op-
portunity to have their experiences 
of sexual assault posted on a blog.

Sally Sadik, the student spear-
heading the campaign, told Nouse: 
“We’ve already been sent so many 
accounts of assault.” 

She added: “Honestly, I think 
people reading them will be shocked 
to see the extent [of it], and hope-
fully it can provide a place for survi-
vors to share their experiences.

“Essentially, we want people to 
realise that it is their night, and by 
spreading awareness of how we can’t 
accept that it’s just ‘normal’ and ‘ac-
cepted’ we can change things!”

The campaign was expected to 
go live on social media on Monday.

York archaeologist narrowly avoids 
Nepal earthquake by just two hours 
Victoria Chater-Lea
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Rescue efforts are underway by international organisations to help the thousands injured in Nepal

Sexual harassment was discussed during ‘York Needs Feminism’

Other campaigns have also focused on women’s safety at night

Shahir Mihad
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THE UNIVERSITY of York has 
dropped down to 17th from 14th 
place in the new Complete Univer-
sity Guide League Table for 2016. 

Universities that moved above 
York include Bristol University and 
the Universities of East Anglia and 
Southampton.

For individual subjects, York 
came in the top ten for History, His-
tory of Art, Politics, Archaeology, 
Chemistry, English, Education, Bi-
ology and French. 

History was ranked eighth, as 
was Chemistry. English was ranked 
seventh, History of Art came sixth, 
Politics came tenth place and Ar-
chaeology came fifth. Biology main-
tained its position in fourth place, 
Education came ninth, and French 
moved up thirty places from thirty-
fourth position to fourth.

Other subjects in the top twen-
ty included Music, Economics, 
Psychology, Medicine, Linguistics, 
Nursing, Computer Science, Sociol-
ogy, Law, German and Philosophy. 

Some subjects moved a con-
siderable amount compared to 
last year. Medicine stepped up 
from 29th to 16th. However, Music 
dropped from 11th to 18th and Soci-
ology moved down from 7th to 15th.

Sam Maguire, YUSU President, 

told Nouse: “A real mixed bag, some 
amazing results for individual de-
partments but we all need to work 
hard to ensure York starts to tackle 
the worrying decline of the last five 
years.”

For the ninth year running, 
York was rated the best university in 
the Yorkshire and Humber region, 
coming above the Universities of 
Leeds, Sheffield, Bradford and Hull.

The University of Cambridge 
was rated top overall, with Oxford 
coming just behind in second place, 
followed by London School of Eco-
nomics and Imperial College Lon-
don. Durham University came fifth.

However, for student satisfac-
tion it was Coventry University that 
took the top position, with Buck-
ingham University coming second.  
As part of the survey, the People & 
Planet Green League rated Plym-
outh as the greenest university in 
the UK.

George Offer, Academic Offic-
er, said: “It’s a shame we’ve slipped 
to 17th, but with the new University 
Strategy just coming in I’m confi-
dent we’ll be back in the top 10 in 
just a couple of years.”

However, he also said: “York is 
a fantastic University as can be seen 
from the QS rankings.”

In the latest QS World Uni-
versity Rankings, York had seven 
subjects in the top 100, including 

Economics, Environment, History, 
Language and Linguistic Science, 
Psychology and Sociology. 

A spokesperson from the Uni-
versity of York said: “There will al-
ways be year to year fluctuations in 
university performance and league 
table position depending both on 
local factors and events elsewhere 

in the sector. 
“Nevertheless, York remains a 

strong University – subjects across 
the disciplines are ranked in the 
top ten in the Complete University 
Guide while seven of our academic 
departments place in the top 100 in 
the QS Subject Rankings. 

“We are committed to excel-

lence in teaching and research and 
the delivery of research-led teach-
ing. 

“Our new University Strategy 
seeks to invest in improving the aca-
demic student experience and pro-
viding additional opportunities for 
students to both develop their skills 
and enhance their employability.”
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AN ANNUAL review of British 
university fundraising has revealed 
that universities have received more 
money than ever from alumni, char-
ities and other supporters.

The Ross-CASE Survey of 
Charitable Giving to Universities is 
described on their website as a sur-
vey which is annually commissioned 
by the Council for Advancement 
and Support of Education (CASE) 
in Europe and is carried out by Nat-
Cen Social Research on behalf of 
CASE.

Over 120 universities from 
England, Scotland and Wales raised 
a combined total of £807m in 2013-
14. This figure was £50m higher 
than the 2011-12 record of £753m. 

Oxbridge universities contrib-
uted to £323m worth of funds, 
which made up 41 per cent of the 
total. The Russell Group of 21 uni-
versities excluding Oxbridge raised 
over £300m.

The report also showed that 
while the number of contactable 
alumni rose from 7.5m to 8.6m, only 
183,000 alumni donated to univer-

sities, meaning that the mean per-
centage of alumni making a dona-
tion was 2 per cent.

In addition, more effort was 
given to hiring staff to work purely 
on resources and fundraising activi-
ties.

The total fundraising costs in-
creased 12 per cent  in comparison 
to previous years, £59m of which 
went on staff costs.

The money came from a range 
of sources including trusts, other 
charities, alumni and foundations, 
while donations from organisations 
accounted for 56 per cent of the to-
tal. 

Companies and businesses only 
made up 20 per cent of income re-
ceived from organisations. 

Six universities were catego-
rised as having fragile funding pro-
grammes, whereas sixty-nine were 
considered to have emerging fund-
raising programmes. 

Both Oxford and Cambridge 
were considered to have elite fund-
raising programmes with an aver-
age of 52,000 donors each.

Approximately 8.6 million 
alumni were contacted in total, with 
just over 247,000 donating.

Tess Pullen

DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Amy Bishop
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York ranked 17th in Complete 
University Guide league table

Universities see £50m 
increase in donations

T
housands of people lined the 
streets of York on Saturday 
to cheer on cyclists taking 

part in the second stage of the Tour 
de Yorkshire. 

The 174km route began in 
Selby and was won by Dutch rider 

Moreno Holand. The women’s 
race was won by Louise Mahe.

Several Olympians and Para-
lympians, including Sir Bradley 
Wiggins, Dame Sarah Storey and 
Joanna Roswell, also took part in 
the inaugural cycling race.

 IMAGE: ADAM BOWIE

Tour de 
Yorkshire

 IMAGE: JOHN ROBINSON

Several subjects were ranked top ten in the UK in the Complete University Guide league table, including Biology



I
n the run up to the General Elec-
tion, Channel 4 have announced 
that for the duration of the 7th 

of May, the day on which the coun-
try goes to the polls, E4 will be shut 
down in an attempt to encourage 
the younger electorate to vote. 

Initially this seems to be a 
particularly solipsistic suggestion, 
based on the belief that all of Brit-
ain’s young people religiously tune 
in to the channel, and will be left 
destitute and lost as to what to do 
when they ind themselves bereft of 
it. 

However, E4 is the most popu-
lar digital channel among 18-34 
year olds, and could therefore have 
a considerable impact on the voting 
intentions of potentially apathetic 
young people.

The likelihood is that anyone 
who is not planning to vote, on see-
ing that the channel is not broad-
casting, will simply change to an-
other. Furthermore, with the date 
for registering to vote already gone, 
the turn off can only encourage 
those who have already bothered to 
register, and will leave those who are 
unable to vote mildly disgruntled at 
the lack of he Big Bang heory grac-
ing their screens. Perhaps the chan-
nel should have shut down on the 

20th of April, the deadline for reg-
istering to vote.

However, in an age of infa-
mously apathetic young people, any 
initiative that encourages them to 
head down to their nearest polling 
station seems positive. 

In the 2010 election, only 51.8 
per cent of 18 to 24 year olds turned 
out to vote. Almost half of the UK’s 
young electorate did not have their 
say in who would govern the coun-
try for the next ive years.  In com-
parison, 74.7 per cent of the 65+ age 
group used their vote.

Political parties pay close at-
tention to turn out igures, and if 
it is clear that young people are 
less likely to vote, it makes sense 
that the parties’ manifestos will ca-
ter more readily towards the needs 
and desires of the older generation. 
This creates a vicious cycle, in which 
younger voters are less likely to par-
ticipate if they don’t see their own 
demographic being represented in 
the policies of the major parties.

Additionally, Russell Brand did 
not help in encouraging younger 
voters to have their say. In October 
2013, Brand expressed his distaste 
for the current establishment and 
called on the public not to vote in 
order to demonstrate these feelings. 

As young people are increasingly 
encouraged to stay at home, wheth-
er it is through feelings of apathy or 
a desire for a so called ‘revolution’, it 
is essential that we ind new ways to 
mobilise young voters.

The shutdown of E4 may be an 
innovative new way of motivating 
18-34 year olds to participate in the 
election. With just under half of the 
UK’s youngest voters not using their 
vote, it is crucial that more of an ef-
fort is made to educate and inform 
those who feel that voting is point-
less. It is a brave move for Channel 
4, but a smart one. 

Russell Brand manages to con-
vey his message so widely by using 
his YouTube channel to reach the 
largest number of people, particu-
larly the young voters for whom 
YouTube is a new media source.
Similarly, Channel 4 has recognised 
the best way to communicate with 
younger people, and will hopefully 
help to mobilise them on Election 
Day. 

However, it doesn’t really mat-
ter if there’s no gigantic upswing in 
youth voting due to a lack of Brook-
lyn Nine Nine. If turning off E4 for a 
day causes just one young person to 
vote who previously wouldn’t have, 
then it will have succeeded.

Comment comment@nouse.co.uk
www.nouse.co.uk/comment
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Holly Woolnough

Food bank usage should not be on the rise
Amy Norton

T
he UK economy is inching 
further towards stability, with 
increased consumer spending 

showing that Britain isn’t feeling the 
pinch quite so much as before. And 
yet paradoxically, new igures reveal 
that record numbers of people are 
turning to food banks, despite the 
supposed rise in living standards.

It is a national disgrace, and 
one which has been under the lime-
light in the build-up to the upcom-
ing election. 

The Trussell Trust, a charity 
which runs a network of over 420 
food banks in the UK, distributed 
parcels containing three days’ worth 
of food over a million times in the 
inancial year of 2014-2015. 

An average of 49 per cent of 
users only visited once, while oth-
ers were in need of their services 
on a more frequent basis; each visit 
is counted separately, with every 
member of a family included. 

The Trust estimates that half of 
their users equates to half a million 
people, with 15 per cent needing 
help more than three times a year.

Despite political promises for 
action, these igures continue to rise 
– speciically, 19 per cent from 2013-
14. As some politicians debated 

whether food banks were really nec-
essary at all, nearly 397,000 chil-
dren needed their support last year. 
That’s a lot of kids starting their day 
at school on an empty stomach.

The reasons pushing people to 
food banks are primarily inancial, 
such as problems with beneit pay-
ments coming through, due to an 
ineficient system. The second big-
gest driver is low household income, 
which has increased to 22 per cent 
of all referrals. 

In other words, insecure work, 
low pay, and the cost of living are so 
bad for thousands of people in this 
country that food is unaffordable. 
It’s not something you’d expect in a 
nation with the 14th highest Human 
Development Index in the world.

And the Trussell Trust is just 
one network of food banks. At  
most, data such as this provides 
only a rough outline of precise num-
bers of users. Also, the igures don’t 
take into account people who would 
rather go hungry than admit that 
they can’t afford to eat. To many, 
it is a source of great embarrass-
ment that they cannot provide for 
those who depend on them, a se-
cret shame no parent should have 
to bear.

Yet some argue that food banks 
aren’t essential: York councillor 
Chris Steward used the general rise 
in living standards to argue in 2013 
that: “There is certainly no need 
for food banks; no-one in the UK 
is starving and I think food banks 
insult the one billion in the world 
that go to bed hungry every day, and 
ignore the fact that a child dies of 
hunger every three seconds.” 

He added that: “The fact that 
some give food to food banks, mere-
ly enables people who can’t budget 
(an issue where schools should 
do much more and I have said the 
council should) or don’t want to, to 
have more money to spend on alco-
hol, cigarettes etc.”

Clearly, views such as these are 
a reason for the perpetuation of UK 
poverty: drawing the blinds over the 
issue in a determined avowal that it 
simply can’t exist in this country. 

Judging by these igures, not 
only is poverty in urgent need of ad-
dressing, it is not being addressed 
effectively enough. And that in no 
way belittles the existence of poverty 
on a wider scale in other parts of the 
world. Making immediate correla-
tions between low income and irre-
sponsibility, too, offers no solution. 

Poverty in the UK continues despite economic recovery
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Views from 

the

Ouse

Ed Miliband has proposed the 
implementation of rent controls 
and longer tenancies if he is elect-
ed. At the moment, many last up to 
six months, with the norm being a 
year. 

Labour has proposed extend-
ing tenancies to three years, with a 
six month probation during which 
the landlord can evict tenants for 
certain discrepancies, such as an-
ti-social behaviour and failure to 

meet rental payments. 
Reforms which create greater 

stability for people’s housing situ-
ations should be welcomed. Shel-
ter claimed in March 2014 that in 
2013 alone, more than 200,000 
people faced eviction because they 
asked a landlord to ix a problem in 
their home.

Miliband also proposes to 
place a ceiling on rent increases. 
There have been many attacks from 

the Conservatives in relation to this 
policy, such as Boris Johnson’s de-
scription of it as “Mugabe style 
expropriations”, giving the impres-
sion that Miliband aims to create 
some form of Stalinist state. 

Of course, this is hyperbole, 
the proposals are modest, even 
compared to previous rent controls 
seen in this country in the 1960s 
and ‘70s. 

However, there are problems 
with Miliband’s policy, because it 
does not address the root causes of 
the current housing crisis - a lack 
of supply. 

This lack is not due to the 
excess of demand that Nigel Far-
age often speaks of; in which our 
shores are swamped by immi-
grants, who surge into our hous-
ing stock. The simple truth is that 
supply has failed to keep pace with 
the demand of the citizens of this 
country.

We are experiencing the lowest 
levels of house building in peace 
time since the 1920s. According 
to the Institute for Public Policy 
Research, if house building con-
tinues at current levels, by 2025, 
England will build 750,000 fewer 
homes than are needed. Miliband 
has committed Labour to building 
200,000 homes a year by 2020, but 
the focus should be on what type of 
housing is being constructed. 

Since Margaret Thatcher’s 
“Right to Buy” policy in the 1980 

which encouraged council house 
tenants to buy their own homes, 
there has been a chronic shortage 
of social housing. By the mid-1980s 
just 20,000 new council houses 
were being built, compared to 
200,000 a year being constructed 
by local authorities in the early 
1950s. 

Shockingly, these igures 
dropped still further during the 
years of Tony Blair and Gordon 

Brown’s New Labour.
There are currently 5 million 

people stuck on social housing 
waiting lists; a igure which betrays 
a narrative of those with lower 
incomes, unable to access social 
housing, turning to the often more 
expensive private sector. Indeed, 
rents have increased 13 per cent 
since 2010. 

The housing beneit bill is pre-
dicted to be £25 billion by 2017. 

One reason for the spiralling cost 
of housing beneit is that people 
who cannot afford private rents are 
forced into them by a lack of social 
housing. The state is left to subsi-
dise their meagre income through 
housing beneit simply so they can 

afford to keep a roof over their 
heads.

Thus, a programme of build-
ing social housing, far from costing 
the state, would, in the long term, 
save money by reducing the hous-
ing beneit bill. Not only this, but 
it would provide local authorities 
with a stream of income in the form 
of rents and create employment.

Labour’s policy is well-inten-
tioned but it delects from the real 
issue at the heart of the housing 
crisis - a lack of social housing. The 
free market has been given virtu-
ally free reign over our housing 
market for the past 30 years. The 
housing crisis we now face is a fail-
ure of that market, and this failure 
invites government intervention in 
order to reverse the damage.

If the state fails to build these 
homes, we are storing serious prob-
lems for our future.
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Rent controls and longer tenancies are well-intentioned, but we need more supply T
here are some things I can’t 
really call myself. Funny. Im-
mune to bullets. Secretly a 

duck. Any sort of nickname that 
starts with “the Wolf ”. But I CAN 
call myself an impulsive spender, or 
at least the sort of person who owns 
a human skull made out of resin be-
cause they saw it on the internet and 
thought it looked cool. 

You see, assuming that your 
maintenance loan of £1000 a term 
actually survives accommoda-
tion bills, the student mind has 
a remarkable proclivity towards 
spending it. Sure, you could stick to 
blowing it all on alcohol, books and 
books hollowed out and replaced 
with alcohol, but why not dream a 
little bigger?

Take the guy I met who bought 
an iPhone 6 on his irst week – the 
only downside was that he then 
had to immediately ask for money 
for food. Then there was the guy I 
heard of from Halifax who spent his 
maintenance loan on a two-handed 
claymore sword. He owned the 
thing for one glorious night, and 
got a shipment of fresh fruit in so 
he could play real-life Fruit Ninja 
behind his accommodation. 

But, sadly, he left it out in the 
kitchen, and one terriied cleaner 
later the sword was impounded by 
security. His parents had to drive 
over to pick it up (and you thought 
it was bad when they had to pick 
your phone up from school).

There was also the guy who got 
incredibly drunk and bought an 
octopus over the internet – by the 
way, yes, you can do that, via certain 
aquatic pet websites. He then 
promptly forgot his purchase until 
his new invertebrate friend showed 
up in a plastic bag a week later. 

Flick around the internet and 
there are even better stories. Ac-
cording to The Mirror, 22 out of 
1000 students bought cars with 
their loan at the start of this year, 
while a couple bought snakes or 
even pugs. Then there are the 
people who spent it on krill oil, kan-
garoo steaks, genuine monk robes 
and – my favourite – a  life-sized 
statue of Nicolas Cage. (Open up 
the chest and there’s a replica of the 
Declaration of Independence! Keep 
it away from bees.)

So spend away! The only down-
side of all this is that, naturally, 
you’ll probably end up destitute, 
glumly living in a tent by the lake 
with Nicolas Cage and a pug, try-
ing to work out the exchange rate 
between yakarma and the British 
pound. At least you’ll have guar-
anteed good housemates next year, 
right?
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Miliband should focus on 
building social housing

Jacob Miller

       Labour has pro-

posed extending ten-

ancies to three years, 

with a six-month pro-

bation during which 

the landlord can evict 

tenants for certain dis-

crepancies

      There are currently 

five million people 

stuck on social hous-

ing waiting lists. This 

figure betrays a nar-

rative of those with 

lower incomes unable 

to access housing

“
      If the state fails to 

build these homes, 

we are storing serious 

problems later on
 
”
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Suspicion of disabled people must 

be halted

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Controversy at the Life Matters 

debate

   YourCafe aims to cut waste and 

feed those in need

On 30th April, University of York PhD student Sarah Metcalfe dis-
covered a note left on her car, telling her that “Being fat and ugly doesn’t 
count as disabled (park elsewhere)” after parking in a disabled space at 
Clifton Moor’s Tesco. In a Facebook post, Metcalfe explained that she had 
“a long term condition that causes pain and fatigue all over my body”. 

In 2012, six of the biggest disability charities warned of an increase in 
resentment and abuse towards disabled people as a result of the govern-
ment’s rhetoric. 

Tom Madders, head of campaigns at the National Autism Society 
spoke of how some disabled people said that the climate was so hostile 
that they would not use designated parking spaces if they “don’t look disa-
bled”. For example, there has been a focus on beneit fraud and “contri-
bution” in the government’s rhetoric surrounding social security, and a 
stereotype of laziness in programmes such  as Beneits Street.

These negative portrayals encourage a culture of suspicion around 
disabled people, leading many to attempt to deduce if someone needs dis-
abled facilities simply by observation. Thus, those whose illnesses do not 
overtly manifest themselves are demonised for using disabled services. 

People who have disabilities have daily struggles. We should alleviate 
those struggles by offering support rather than suspicion.

Some people say that Britain has a problem with wasting food, given 
that we throw away 15 million tonnes of it every year. But at the same 
time, the Trussell Trust (the UK’s largest network of food banks) has 
handed out over 900,000 boxes of emergency food in the last 12 months 
to families in dire need of it. Now, a new temporary cafe in York has de-
cided to attempt to solve this problem once and for all.

YourCafe intends to “intercept” good food being sent to the landill – 
much of which is disposed of for failing to meet supermarkets’ aesthetic 
standards - and then turn it into healthy meals such as soups, cakes and 
salads. They plan to run a trial period of six weeks to gauge public inter-
est, opening on the 29th April at Tang Hall Community Centre, before 
possibly opening a permanent café if it’s successful. 

Their aims are to address “food waste, food poverty and social isola-
tion”. It’s an excellent way to get food to people who need it, while making 
sure that food that can be eaten, ultimately, is. Plus, it’s “Pay As You Feel” 
– you can offer as much money as you think the food is worth, or as much 
as you have, which means everyone has an opportunity to beneit. 

Overall, YourCafe seems like an interesting venture. Provided the 
food’s fresh and well-prepared, it could help our community massively, 
and provide good, healthy meals to those who particularly need them.

EDITORS’ OPINIONS

Niall 
Whitehead

Amy
Gibbons

Jacob
Miller

On April 20 URY hosted a debate between representatives of the 
Feminist and newly ratiied Life Matters societies, concerning the eth-
ics of abortion. The broadcast sparked controversy after the Life Matters 
society made inlammatory comments regarding rape and abortion and 
promoted a pro-life helpline at the end of the interview, having given no 
prior notice of intending to do so either to the host or their opponents in 
the debate. 

Free speech is a wonderful thing. Without it, we would be stuck for 
purpose. However, professional debates should be conducted as so; it is 
important that issues such as abortion are dealt with in a sensitive and 
mature manner. To suggest that abortion is on par with rape, as the sec-
retary of Life Matters did, is clearly contentious, and frankly unnecessary. 

If you want to be taken seriously, and respected as a society of free 
speech, don’t play to your inlammatory stereotype. In addition, violating 
the rules of the debate by promoting a pro-life helpline is absolutely unac-
ceptable, and indeed undermines the concept of free speech as part of a 
balanced debate. 

So, to all controversial societies out there, take note of the true signii-
cance of free speech, and play by the rules. Then you’ll have my respect.

Leah Huws

Heckling is not always 
innocent

Roses 2015 – a weekend of 
great sport and plenty of rain, con-
cluded with a satisfying victory for 
York. On the face of it. Since then, 
events have been overshadowed by 
reports of heckling at the University 
Challenge event and sexist catcall-
ing at the women’s water polo event.

Most students by now have seen 
the photo of the Lancaster water 
polo player circling social media, in 
a bid to track down Player Number 
Two who reportedly shouted “I’d do 
you number seven”, “slut” and other 
derogatory comments towards the 
women’s teams playing water polo 
on Sunday. 

Let’s be careful not to pass this 
off as Lancaster’s problem – it’s a 
problem everywhere. Because in the 
same breath, a fellow York student 
I spoke with, who condemned the 
heckling, stated that the Lancaster 
player did not deserve to be singled 
out, or punished. Why? 

1) Apparently, this was “only 
lad banter”: once one is part of a 
group of ‘lads’, they are immediately 
excused of all responsibility. 2) Be-
ing publicly named might really up-
set Lancaster men’s Player Number 
Two.

By this point in the conversa-
tion, I probably looked like a gold-
ish out of water (which is not an 
intellectual look). A debate that was 
about the unacceptability of mi-
sogyny had been turned on its head: 

it was now all about the effects on 
Player Number Two.

The women’s water polo teams 
were in that pool after months of 
hard work, expecting to be judged 
on their athletic ability. Instead, 
they were distracted by a crowd of 
strangers loudly judging them on 
their appearance. 

Am I supposed to feel sorry for 
singling Player Number Two out 
for misogyny when he himself sin-
gled out a female polo player trying 

to focus on her sport in such a de-
rogatory way? This ‘lad’ banter can 
lead to sexism, which has no place 
in society, let alone university sport, 
where people are supposed to have a 
degree of intelligence.

Certainly, crowd mentality 
makes people do strange things (I 
myself was caught in the wrong 
crowd at the football and felt 
obliged to meekly cheer for Lancas-
ter in fear of my life). However, this 
should never be used as an excuse 
to personally intimidate another 
sportsperson. There’s news that 
Lancaster University are investigat-
ing the incident, with rumours of a 
possible suspension from sport for 
the individual in question.

Good. Sorry Player Number 
Two, but an example has to be made 
out of you in order to stamp out the 
‘lad’ banter that leads to sexism, and 
to real life people being intimidated 
and hurt. If you’re not happy for the 
whole world to hear how you shout-
ed ‘slut’ at a woman, why do it at all?

So what degree of heckling is 
acceptable? The booing that oc-
curred at the University Challenge 
event towards the Lancaster team  
may be considered innocent, but 
then a group decided to start jeering 
at a competitor because they came 
from Huddersield, in a personal at-
tack. 

My gran’s favourite phrase is ‘If 
you don’t have anything nice to say, 
don’t say anything at all’: cheer for 
your team, or shut up. 

Heckling can escalate into 
something menacing, very quickly. 
We need to remember that Roses is 
a strong partnership between two 
universities, which needs to be sup-
ported through mutual respect for 
each other’s sporting abilities.

It’s time that sport grew up; 
a lot of work and effort goes into 
training for sport, too much to re-
sort to juvenile heckling, let alone 
sexism, racism, homophobia or any 
other parasite. 

Sports people, respect each oth-
er, and society will appreciate you 
for far more than just your admira-
ble dedication towards sports.

We should treat the opposition with respect

       Heckling can es-

calate into something 

menacing
“  

”
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We must be aware of the dangers of e-cigarettes

IMAGE: UK DEPARTMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

O
n April 25th, a 7.8-magni-
tude earthquake struck Ne-
pal, and has left, as current 

igures stand, 6,100 dead and over 
8,000 wounded. 130,000 homes 
have been destroyed and 2.8 million 
people displaced. These tolls are 
still rising as the dead continue to 
be uncovered, igures trickle in from 
rural villages, and the aftermath has 
led to food shortages, disease and 
exposure to the heavy rain which is 
currently hindering rescue efforts.

The British government de-
clared, a few days after the event, 
the help that it is prepared to offer. 
We are sending ive million pounds 
in funds, and eight people. Eight 
people, to help the eight million 
that the UN has said to have been 
affected.

Of course, Britain is in the 
throes of one of its longest inan-
cial crises, but like it or not, we are 
a wealthy country. We consistently 
rank in the top 30 by GDP, while 
Nepal is the 16th poorest country in 
the world. 

As the Guardian observed, ive 
million pounds is less than 12 pence 

per person. This is a paltry sum in 

the face of our overall wealth.
We already know that Britain is 

willing to contribute when it comes 
to foreign aid, a fact we should be 
proud of. When the magnitude sev-
en earthquake struck Haiti in 2010, 
we sent 71 people to help the very 
next day, and pledged twenty mil-
lion pounds in assistance. While the 
two disasters should not be com-
pared in severity, the government’s 
response today is markedly tight-
isted.

The news has very recently 
made clear, for those of us with the 
liberty to not understand, how des-

perate life is for those leeing a trou-
bled country. Hundreds of Libyans, 
at turns called migrants or refugees, 
died in a capsizing boat not three 
weeks ago.

 Immigration is a primary con-
cern for the electorate this May, and 
the rhetoric surrounding foreigners 
runs high, at times vitriolic. Public 
sentiment has turned against giving 
‘handouts’ to other countries, con-
lating this with beneits in our own 
country, and unfairly isolating the 
poverty of some nations from our 
own actions in the global market. 
Internationally, we are a stable and 
wealthy nation; it is our responsibil-
ity to help.

If we’re so scared of immigrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers, the 

answer isn’t to make our own coun-
try inaccessible to them, by capping 
numbers and funds for assistance. 

The most sensible, and most altru-
istic route, is to help their home na-
tions become more liveable. 

Closing the borders underes-
timates the determination of those 
who would otherwise have come 
safely, driving them to dangerous 
measures. Even Nigel Farage called 
on the government to take in our 
fair share of Syrian refugees.

Of course, Britain’s economy is 
struggling compared to how it has 
fared in the past, but on a global 
scale, our problems are not serious. 
Five million pounds is a tiny sum, 
and sending merely eight people 
seems like a token, rather than a 
genuine effort to help. Some may 
be concerned about an inlux of 
refugees, but those suffering in Ne-
pal are mostly too poor even to lee. 
Economic concerns are viable, but 
this is not an economic crisis: it is a 
humanitarian one, and our priority 
should always be human life. 

Regardless of our own luctua-
tions, we are in a position to help, 
and massively. It is disappointing, 
to say the least, that the government 
refuses to do more.

Katy Marshall

       As a stable and 

wealthy nation, it is our 

responsibility to help
“  

”

We should be doing more for Nepal

As a wealthier nation we have a responsibility to support those in need

G
one are the days of pack-
ing in smoking by wearing 
a patch on your arm, chew-

ing on some ridiculously overpriced 
chewing gum or just simply going 
cold turkey. Nowadays everyone is 
trading in their pack of smokes for 
an e-cigarette – the newest piece of 
quitting smoking paraphernalia. 

It is estimated that around 2 
billion people in Britain are users of 
e-cigarettes, with around 700,000 
of them using them instead of tradi-
tional cigarettes and the rest being 
made up of people who use a combi-
nation of the two. 

There’s something about these 
devices that has really taken a hold 
of society nowadays and a £2 bil-
lion industry seems to have just ap-
peared out of thin air (or smoke, if 
you will). 

But, contrary to the popular be-
lief that e-cigarettes are some kind 
of ‘miracle cure’ for the problems of 
smoking, things aren’t quite as sim-
ple as they irst appear.

In no way do I want to suggest 
that e-cigarettes are not an improve-
ment on the problems caused by 
smoking tobacco, but rather to ex-
plore the ways in which e-cigarettes 
may still be posing a threat to your 
health. 

The most damaging health ef-
fects from smoking cigarettes comes 
from the inhaling of tar and other 
chemicals that are found in the ciga-
rette smoke. E-cigarettes just pro-
vide the user with a dose of nicotine, 

completely removing these other 
threats. But nicotine is not without 
its own problems. 

First and foremost, it is highly 
addictive. Users of e-cigarettes must 
be careful to select the correct nico-
tine strength and to ensure that they 
don’t overuse their device, otherwise 
it can be very easy to consume more 
nicotine than you previously did 
with cigarettes and to become even 
more addicted to it. 

Aside from the health problems 
caused by nicotine, there have been 
many other concerns as to what 
chemicals are present in the act of 
vaping with an e-cigarette. 

According to analysis by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA), the tobacco solution used in 
e-cigarettes contains harmful chem-
icals such as diethylene glycol, a 
component of antifreeze that’s toxic 
to humans and is banned in food 
and drugs. 

Cancer causing chemicals such 
as nitrosamines have also been 
found in the liquid, alongside other 
toxic chemicals that the user might 
inhale. 

The long term effects of e-cig-
arettes are a long way off rearing 
their ugly heads, so not much can be 
known for certain about how these 
chemicals will affect the users, but it 
doesn’t sound too promising.

The biggest problem overall 
with e-cigarettes is the lack of regu-
lation. They are primarily a product 
whose sole purpose is to get its user 

addicted to a substance. There is no 
patent or meaningful regulations, so 
they can be advertised in any way 
that a company chooses, produc-
ing adverts that are eerily similar to 
those that came out back when posi-
tive cigarette advertising was still 

legal. 
Plus, ever since it was made il-

legal to smoke cigarettes in enclosed 
public spaces in 2007, disgruntled 
smokers have been forced to smoke 
outside. Since this law doesn’t extend 
to the use of e-cigarettes indoors, it 
has become not an uncommon sight 
to see someone using theirs inside. 

There is a fear that without 
proper regulation, the act of smok-
ing (in its widest sense) will begin 
to become re-popularised. It has 
already been noted that 1/20 teen-
agers who have used an e-cigarette 
have never smoked traditional ciga-
rettes before. 

This may not seem like a large 
statistic at irst, but it is important 
to understand that although they 
are safer than smoking tobacco, e-
cigarettes themselves still do pose a 
threat to your health.

Liam Dooley

       Immigration is a 

primary concern for 

the electorate this 

May, and the rhetoric 

surrounding foreign-

ers runs high, at times 

vitriolic. 
 
”

“

       Although they are 

safer than tobacco, e-

cigarettes themselves 

do still pose a threat to 

health

“
 
”
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Comment

Niall Whitehead

 #minstergram

uoy_grounds_and_gardens Greylag gos-

lings exploring #heswest #universityofyork 

#lake #wildlife #environment #habitat 

#uoy #uniofyork #gardener #birds #geese 

#spring

katieeeeadams when did hes west get so 

pretty? #York #UniOfYork #HesWest #UFO 

or #CentralHall?

Nouse takes a look at what you’ve been Instagramming recently in York

Topical 
Tweets 

Our vice chair is on a 

zero hour contract. It 

deinitely doesn’t suit 

him. #ysttdebate

Uni of York Labour

@UYLC

An excellent talk by 

Nigel Adams(@H_NA-

dams). Many thanks, 

and welcome back any 

time. #YTSpeakers 

York Tories

@YorkTories

#LibDems continu-

ing in government is 

backed by both the 

Economist and the 

Financial Times, we’re 

the only party of com-

petence and fairness.

Uni of York Lib Dems

@UoYlibdems

Nouse
www.nouse.co.uk

www.facebook.co.uk/yorknouse

editor@nouse.co.uk
@yorknouse

Yakking 
About

If you go to the 

library and don’t 

write a yak, did you 

even go?

CLASH OF COMMENTS

YES. NO.

Was the Coalition government a success?

Andrew Knowles

A
lright, it seems there’s a 
devil here that needs an 
advocate. Truthfully, I’d 

usually be more inclined to posi-
tion myself on the “boo, hiss” half 
of this argument, but sometimes 
it’s just fun to argue the other side. 
So let’s try!

The coalition’s most unam-
biguous success was probably 
creating and, more importantly, 
maintaining a stable government 
in a period of economic concern 
and instability. Considering that 
before the ConDem alliance Brit-
ain hadn’t had a coalition gov-
ernment since the 1940s, and 
that said government was made 
of two parties who might well be 
described as somewhat at odds, 
the new government carried on 
relatively harmoniously rather 
than simply breaking apart a few 
months in, as many spectators 
predicted. 

There were clashes of policy, 
of course, and of these the AV ref-
erendum was probably the most 
blatant. But much of the internal 
warfare since seems to have been 
Conservative versus Conserva-
tive, particularly on the divisive 
issue of Europe. In any case, the 
coalition demonstrated that a 
government of two parties could 
carry through a full programme 
of government, making decisions 
and then actually carrying out re-
form. As a result, the ideology of 
British politics has deinitely been 
altered. Voters need not fear an 
indecisive result as much as they 
once did, since we now know a co-
alition government can function 
strongly and effectively.

When our gaze shifts to indi-
vidual policies, things get trickier, 
but there are still things to cel-

ebrate. Parliament oficially al-
lowing same-sex marriage, which 
came into effect on March 2014, is 
an act the vast majority of us can 
get behind. An article in the Poli-
tics section last week observed 
that an increase in funding has 
helped cancer survival rates rise 
from among the worst in Europe 
to around the best. The King’s 
Fund, meanwhile, notes that al-
though some NHS reforms have 
been damaging, the Care Act “has 
created a legal framework for in-
troducing a fairer system of fund-
ing of long-term care”.

And on paper, the economy is 
improving. The Ofice for Nation-
al Statistics claims we got 2.6 per 
cent growth back in 2014, while 
the deicit has halved as a propor-
tion of Britain’s GDP from 10.2 
per cent to 5 per cent (some, how-
ever, are skeptical regarding the 
long-term sustainability of this 
growth). Bringing around 25 mil-
lion people out of the income tax 
bracket (by raising it to £10,600) 
has also reportedly saved the typi-
cal taxpayer £705 a year, accord-
ing to the Hufington Post. 

Unemployment is down by 6 
per cent, according to the Ofice 
of National Statistics, and 1.75 
million people have now gained 
jobs during the coalition’s time in 
power. Though this statistic, too, 
invites dissent – some argue that 
these jobs are often zero-hours 
contracts or badly paid - the Of-
ice argues that 83 per cent are 
legitimate, full-time jobs.

So there we go. The coalition 
had some successes, and the fact 
it managed to remain a single, 
stable government for four years 
was probably the chiefest of them 
all.

P
erhaps what the Coalition 
will be most remembered 
for is its austerity measures. 

By comparing the inances of the 
country to household economics, 
they quickly convinced a large pro-
portion of people that massively 
cutting government spending –and 
thus reducing GDP –is a sensible 
idea in a recession (when interest 
rates are already as low as they can 
go). 

The result for the UK economy 
has been disastrous. The Ofice for 
Budget Responsibility has calculat-
ed that in the iscal year of 2010/11, 
austerity reduced growth by 1 per 
cent and by another 1 per cent in 
2011/12, with the OBR predicting 
that further cuts will reduce GDP 
further. The Oxford economist Si-
mon Wren-Lewis argues that by 
now the cost of 2010 austerity, cu-
mulatively, could exceed 5 per cent 
of GDP. 

There has been an unprec-
edented lack of growth in liv-
ing standards while productiv-
ity growth has stalled. The small 
amount of economic growth that 
we have seen has been largely 
based on consumption, fuelled by 
credit and an inlated property-
market. The jobs that have been 
created have been largely part-time 
and low-paid.

The Coalition government has 
made huge cuts to social welfare 
spending and has made it much 
more dificult for those dependent 
on welfare to actually receive pay-
ments or help. The social effects 
have been dire. 

In 2014-15, over a million peo-
ple were given three days worth of 
emergency food by Trussell Trust 
foodbanks, compared with 61,468 
in 2010-11. Beneit delays, low in-

come and beneit changes are the 
three most common referral causes 
for this emergency food aid.

The inancial industry, which 
caused the inancial crisis of 2007-
8 and the subsequent recession, 
still enjoys a huge amount of eco-
nomic and political power. 

Instead of trying to break up 
the largest of the inancial institu-
tions and implement serious regu-
lation, Osborne chose to continue 
the previous Labour Government’s 
policy of quantitative easing. 

The effect of the £375 billion 
(yes, billion) injection into the i-
nancial industry has mainly been 
to prop up the stock market and 
has also had the effect of boost-
ing the richest 10 per cent of the 
population’s wealth by an average 
of £128,000-322,000 (according 
to the Bank of England). As David 
Cameron once said: We’re all in 
this together!

This is not to mention the dis-
astrous military intervention in 
Libya (it turns out that you can’t 
magically improve authoritarian 
states by bombing their basic in-
frastructure while arming extrem-
ist Islamist militants; who’d have 
thought!)

And, of course, the privatisa-
tion of the NHS (because everyone 
knows how much more eficient the 
US healthcare system is). And let’s 
not mention the failure of the Coa-
lition to implement serious climate 
change policy (it’s not like climate 
scientists are warning of catastro-
phe!) 

In conclusion: unless you’re 
fortunate enough to be belong to 
the economic elite of this country 
you should not consider the Coali-
tion government’s time at all suc-
cessful. 

70,000 members UK 

wide #greensurge 

#VoteGreen2015 

BRING ON MAY 7!!

UoY Green Party
@UoYGreenParty

When a book in 

the library has the 

addition of a past 

students notes, I 

feel like I’ve found 

York’s half blood 

prince

Hope this royal 

baby realises how 

lucky she is that 

she’ll never have to 

spend a weekend in 

JBM writing a dis-

sertation

27
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uoystudent For every lake, duck and goose 

at York there’s a piece of #Brutalism archi-

tecture. Here’s a campus view with more 

straight lines and concrete than any other. 

#UoY #UniOfYork #UniversityofYork 
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Fancy writing for us?
We are always looking for new writers to join the team

If you’re interested in writing for main paper sections:
News, Comment, Politics, Business, Science, Sports

Email editor@nouse.co.uk to get involved

Or maybe Muse sections would suit you more: 
Arts, Fashion, Features, Film, Food and Drink, 

Gaming, Music

Email muse@nouse.co.uk

You don’t have to be a writer to get involved in Nouse! If you are 
a cartoonist, illustrator or photographer, then we would love to 

hear from you too, please email editor@nouse.co.uk

Alternatively, you can join our Facebook group by searching for 

‘Nouse 2014-15’

Donate to our YuStart Campaign
Nouse is fundraising with YuStart to help make future editions even better! 

We are looking to raise funds so we can replace our old, slow computers, and also invest in some new 
dictophones and a camera to encourage more writers and photographers to join our team 

We would really appreciate donations of any amount and thank you in advance 

Donate now! https://yustart.hubbub.net/p/yorknouse



“I
’m running for President. 
Everyday Americans need a 
champion, and I want to be 

that champion.”
This single tweet of conir-

mation looked like an attempt to 
remain humble and grounded fol-
lowing the months, even years of 
speculation about Hillary Clinton’s 
2016 presidential ambitions. In 
place of any pomp and circum-
stance, Clinton’s almost casual-
sounding announcement bore the 
hallmarks of someone taking abso-
lutely nothing for granted. 

And yet, it is hard to imagine 
a time more apt for Clinton, one of 
the most prominent politicians of 
our era, to take her chance at the 
top job.

Of course, Clinton’s famous 
description of the presidency as 
the “highest, hardest glass ceiling” 
gives us an indication of the heavy 
emphasis her campaign will place 
on gender. In particular, given the 
recent birth of her daughter Chel-
sea’s irst child, Clinton appears to 
be casting herself as the nation’s 
grandmother. An approach already 
being tested with the hashtag: 

#GrandmasKnowBest.
In addition, her campaign is 

likely to contain commitments to 
greater gender equality. 

This step could certainly prove 
signiicant given that the vast ma-
jority of her potential opponents are 
male. Nonetheless, gender will sim-
ply be one of a number of conten-
tious issues throughout the arduous 
election process.

Clinton has already committed 
to challenging an economic system 
“stacked in favour of those at the 
top”. Instead, she is set to champion 
the cause of “everyday Americans”. 
She equally voiced her intention to 
tackle the rising tension between 
African-Americans and the police, 
by proposing oficers wear a camera 
on their person. 

Her challengers, particularly 
those competing for the Democratic 
Party nomination, are also likely to 
hold her to account on what they 
view as a questionable record on 
foreign policy and human rights. 

Particular regard is given to her 
staunch support for the 2003 mili-
tary involvement in Iraq.

In spite of these objections, 
given her sizeable support base it 
is widely expected that Clinton will 
win her party’s nomination. In con-

trast to her bitterly-fought prima-
ries in 2008, lost to Barack Obama, 
there appear to be few potential 
Democratic candidates who could 
realistically challenge her for the 
nomination.

Her ‘Ready for Hilary’ cam-
paign network is well-organised 
and its fundraising ability will un-
doubtedly outstrip any of the other 
Democratic presidential hopefuls’ 
campaigns. 

It would take something re-
markable for any other Democrat 
to even genuinely compete with, 
let alone defeat Clinton. The can-
didate’s primary campaign could all 
but turn into a procession towards 
the presidential election itself.

Assuming she wins the nomi-
nation, with Clinton going head-to-
head with a Republican candidate, 
the presidential election would like-
ly be a much closer affair. 

At this early stage Jeb Bush 
and Marco Rubio have been touted 
as frontrunners for the Republican 
nomination. 

Overcoming either would in-
deed pose Clinton’s candidacy a 
signiicant challenge. Nonetheless, 
the capabilities of her eficient cam-
paign team, along with her generally 
strong personality approval ratings, 

suggest that in all likelihood, she 
would go into any two-way presi-
dential race as the favourite to win.

Remarkable though a Clinton 
victory would be, marking an inau-
gural female presidency that many 
would say was long overdue, it is dif-
icult to imagine it being met with 
the same optimism and euphoria 
evident as when Obama triumphed 
over John McCain in 2008. 

This is largely down to Clin-
ton’s long-term prominence in US 
politics. She may be experienced 
(nobody else can boast of being a 
First Lady, Senator and Secretary of 
State), but she is a known quantity 
where Obama was a breath of fresh 
air.

While this will not help her dur-
ing the campaign, it may well work 
in her advantage should she win. 
The great expectations that carried 
Obama into power turned out to be 
his greatest curse - in truth he was 
never going to achieve all that was 
hoped of him.

In contrast, a win for Clinton 
may be greeted with suficiently re-
served reactions that she can quietly 
go about her business and perhaps 
defy expectations. First things irst, 
she will have to smash through ‘the 
highest glass ceiling’ there is.
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Hello Madame President?

Is former First Lady Hilary Clinton about to make history in the US by taking its top job, or is there too much controversy in her past?

Alex Davenport
POLITICAL REPORTER

Electweets

 

We’re the party of the irst 
chance, the irst job, irst pay 
cheque, the irst home - the 
party of every young person 
who wants to get on.

David Cameron

@David_Cameron   

30 Apr 2015

Reducing inequality, tack-
ling climate change and 
promoting human rights - 
these will be the core values 
of my government’s foreign 
policy.

Ed Miliband
@Ed_Miliband

24 Apr 2015

Stronger eggconomy, 
fairer society, opportunity 
(and eggs) for everyone 
#GE2015

Nick Clegg

@nick_clegg

6 Apr 2015

I love Europe, but Europe 
isn’t the EU. #AskNigel-
Farage #AskheLeader 
#bbcqt

Nigel Farage

@Nigel_Farage

1 May 2015

Green Party has the highest 
total of women candidates 
standing ...214. Congrats @
GreenPartyWomen

Natalie Bennett

@natalieben

28 Apr  2015
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W
ith it being suggested that 
there will be pressure put 
on the winner of the next 

General Election to devolve power 
once again, we must ask if this is 
necessary for British politics.

In 1998, powers of the British 
parliament were devolved so that 
regional parliaments were set up 
in Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland to have control over their 
individual legislation instead of it 
being dictated by a London-based 
parliament.

However, purely English issues 
are still being deliberated by the en-
tire British parliament. This means 
that English legislation is still open 
to be discussed by all MPs of the 
Union. The current situation seems 
a little one-sided considering that 
English MPs cannot deliberate on 
Scottish legislation.

It is paramount that we bear in 
mind, that prior to the referendum 
regarding Scottish independence, 
David Cameron promised more po-
litical power to Scotland. 

This gave the impression of 
giving Scotland more autonomy, 
without opening the way for a ful-
ly-ledged breakaway from British 
politics. However, Cameron has re-
cently been advocating a move to 
give more power to English MPs in 
legislative decision-making that af-
fects the English public.

Some proposals have been put 
forward by William Hague which 
would essentially give only English 

MPs the ability to veto legislation 
relating to the English. Further-
more, English MPs would be the 
only MPs allowed to make propos-
als on matters such as the education 
of the English peoples.

This stance has reaped severe 
criticism as it leaves a grey area 
blanketing what we consider to be 
‘English’ legislation, and perhaps 
distances English politics from the 
rest of the Union. These criticisms 
alone may prove to be a central 
point of contention in pushing for-
ward this proposal.

A possible alternative is to in-
troduce a solely English parliament. 
In Scotland, this has already been 
introduced, while assemblies have 

been established in both Wales and 
Northern Ireland which have the 
power to introduce legislation for 
those individual nations.

Nevertheless, ideas for an Eng-
lish parliament are lacking sup-
port. Only fringe political groups 
are pushing for the establishment 
of one. The English Democrats, 
the main advocates for this only re-
ceived 0.3 per cent of the vote in the 
last General Election in 2010.

Questions revolving around 
this apparently systematic need to 
devolve power, are salient ones con-
sidering that members of the UN 
mostly share the same language, 
religion and to a large degree, the 
same culture.

So, is there any need to have de-
volved power in the irst place? As 
it is the case that power has already 
been devolved, it seems like a natu-
ral progression to let English MPs 
control English legislation.

The likelihood of further devo-
lution depends greatly on the out-
come of the General Election, and, 
in fact, The Conservatives are the 
only party to be advocating this de-
gree of political change. 

Therefore, the only circum-
stance in which this seems like a 
realistic possibility would be if the 
Conservatives were to win an out-
right majority in the upcoming elec-
tion, which has been tipped to be 
the closest one in many years.
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Oliver Alderton

I
n a recent York Student Think 
Tank poll, 30 per cent of re-
spondents said that they would 

vote Green; more than for any other 
party (Labour came second, at 28 
per cent). A message of saving the 
planet, providing for everyone and 
leaving a happier, cleaner world be-
hind apparently resonates with peo-
ple; what a shock. 

Since the Greens are on the left 
of the spectrum, they’re also picking 
up disaffected Lib Dem and Labour 
voters. Targeting the middle-class 
vote has also gained them support. 

Here’s the thing though: the 
Green Party of the UK is barely a 
political party. And that’s why we 
like it.

Hear me out. Green Party lead-
er Natalie Bennett has decided to 
stand for Parliament in the seat of 
Holborn and St Pancras. She has 
given interviews talking of expect-
ing to be elected. The seat was last 
carried by Labour with roughly 
25,000 votes, 10,000 more than 
the next candidate. The last Green 
Party candidate gained 1000 votes. 
The Labour candidate is Sir Keir 
Starmer, former Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions. The man’s named 
after Labour founder Keir Hardie. 

Bennett is either faintly mad, or 
doesn’t expect to win. Or she just 
wants to make an impression.

Students have throughout his-
tory hurled themselves into (often 
futile) utopian causes, buoyed by 
the notion that someone might no-
tice their attempts, and be at least 
a touch inspired. We’ve all seen 
Les Mis. The admirable bravery of 
such moments is generally marred 
by one of two things - either a to-
tal lack of attention is given to their 
joyous failure, or the results are a 

little more… discomforting (see the 
Iranian hostage crisis, or the Un-
derpants bomber). 

There’s a certain degree of 
kinship to be felt with an organi-
sation that has nobly banged its 
head against endless walls since the 
1980s, and is at last having its day. It 
makes us feel better to imagine that 
someone is really trying to save the 
world that we all kill, inch by inch 
and day by day, using electricity and 
plastic and petrol when we want to. 
It feels good to support a party that 

doesn’t have to have a ight on every 
issue, that just wants a clean planet 
and a better world.

Here’s the problematic other 
reason though; we like them be-
cause they’re still so small. They 
don’t have to be responsible. If the 
Green Party were to actually run our 
country, they’d be terrible. A prom-
ise of 500,000 new homes seems to 
have absolutely no  logical inanc-
ing behind it. Cancellation of road-
building programmes would come 
hand in hand with mammoth tax 
increases. 

We’d lose coal-ired power sta-
tions by 2023 and certain “danger-
ous” nuclear ones by 2025, replaced 
by solar panels anywhere they’d it. 
Railway renationalisation would 
occur and HS2 would be scrapped. 
The manifesto has been said by a co-
author to contain a certain amount 
of “estimation and judgement”. It 
has not been externally audited. In 
other words, it’s not a manifesto, it’s 
a wish list. 

We’ve all been there. It’s late, 
we’re tired, so we fudge the details 
or make sweeping statements. Why 
do we love the Greens so? Not just 
because they’re like us, but because 
they are us. 

And maybe, like us, they ought 
to start taking their work a little 
more seriously.

English votes in England?

Felix Forbes

Politics

POLITICAL ANALYSIS

POLITICAL REPORTER

www.ey.com/uk/careers

To Natalie Bennett with love

Left Wing

Right Wing

This week Nouse Politics’ col-
umnist has her feathers all in 
a twist about the future of our 
government. 

The sky is falling! The 
sky is falling! No, no I haven’t 
swapped places with Chicken 
Little.. haven’t you heard there 
is an election going on? Oh you 
have… Well it’s still going on. 

Or it might not be de-
pending on when you pick up 
this copy of Nouse. Maybe you 
know what happened! TELL 
ME!!! TELL ME!!! Who won 
was it the #Milifandom or the 
#Cameronettes? I’m concern-
ing myself now; when did the 
world become political fan-
girls? Probably about the time 
Zayn left 1D and we all need-
ed someone new to crush on. 

*Cries* 
But seriously, we are at the 

end of a long slog that’s been 
going on for around a year or 
so, despite whatever the politi-
cians say. 

By Friday we’ll have some 
idea of what is going on, or per-
haps we won’t; that’s the most 
worrying part of the election! 
Will we have a minority gov-
ernment? A majority govern-
ment?  An SNP–Labour coali-
tion that will inevitably cause 
the end of the known universe? 
Who knows! 

We are in one of the 
strangest political situations for 
years; there is no party streak-
ing ahead in the polls and we 
can’t predict where the power 
will lie in a few days’ time. 
There’s a strong likelihood that 
we may have another election 
in the very near future because 
the government formed will not 
be strong enough to stand up to 
pressure from a vote of no con-
fidence. 

Maybe there will be a grand 
coalition, the likes of which has 
not been seen since World War 
Two with the ladies of British 
Politics; Bennett, Sturgeon and 
Wood at the forefront. 

So dear reader would you 
like my prediction? No? Well 
you’re getting it anyway. I pre-
dict a coalition of Labour and 
SNP with perhaps a few other 
parties in the mix. 

Will I be proven right? Who 
knows! Tune in next time. Well, 
if the sky hasn’t fallen in by then.

Join the debate on Twitter  
with the hashtag LWRW.

@nouseopinion

Many of The Green Party’s votes are expected to come from students 

With national parliaments already in Scotland and Wales is it time that England also had a Parliament?
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Business
Election 2015: No Business like Party Business

W
hile party promises come 
ten-a-penny, the outcome 
of this Thursday’s Gen-

eral Election promises nothing but 
a hung parliament.  

Issues that parties are riding on 
include immigration, the environ-
ment, nationalism, social policy and 
the economy. Thriving business is 
at the heart of higher growth rates 
and a larger economy, and the Con-
servatives continue to stress that 
the strength of British business is 
instrumental in funding public ser-
vices and beneitting workers. 

Labour and Ed Miliband have 
repeatedly questioned this empha-
sis on business, but the parties have 
all placed pledges on irms to try and 
boost their credibility when it comes 
to voter decisions over the next few 
days. Though party dealignment is 
reaching new heights, the distinc-
tions in policy are largely ideologi-
cally consistent – the right are still 
after the larger pie, while the left are 
after more equal slices.

It seems clear that businesses 
are going to be served best by a 
right-leaning government, with the 
Conservatives offering continuous 
commitment to small businesses.
Even UKIP have been described by 
advisement irm BusinessZone as 
having a surprisingly comprehen-
sive and convincing series of pledges 
as to how to improve prospects and 
market practice.  

The same week that Labour 
won support from actor Martin 
Freeman, the Conservatives curried 
favour of a hundred top business 
leaders in a well-publicised open 
letter. Since then, a igure approach-
ing 2000 businesses now openly 
declare support for the Tory cam-
paign. Policy-wise, Cameron can 
point to Growth Vouchers and Start 
Up Loans initiatives to demonstrate 
his commitment to investment in 
the business economy both now and 

in the future. 
Wanting to treble Start Up 

Loans, launch a Help to Grow 
scheme to complement their Help 
to Buy, and beginning a large-scale 
review of business rates, the Con-
servatives are pushing their busi-
ness strategy pretty hard in their 
efforts to retain power. 

Businesses have reacted posi-
tively, and the icing on the cake may 
be the incentives for local councils 
to maximise the business rate rev-
enues. Pilot projects resulting in 
Greater Manchester and Cheshire 
East are already securing growth in 
business rates that they’ve gener-
ated thus far. 

Elsewhere, Labour has had to 
rectify their anti-business image in 
the early months of 2015. Miliband 
and Ed Balls have proposed cutting 
and freezing business rates without 
review in the hope of restoring con-
idence in the business sector whilst 
the Green Party have pledged to lo-
calise small businesses and lower-
ing VAT in the tourism and res-
taurant sector to 5 per 
cent. 

Staying with the 
right, UKIP’s policies 
are themselves quite 
interesting, with com-
prehensive pledges for 
single-property business 
rate reliefs, tackling of 
late payments and access 
to trade credit. Nigel Far-
age’s party is also propos-
ing early apprenticeship 
opportunities, a contrast to 
Labour’s promise for guar-
anteed apprenticeships only 
upon leaving education. Some 

of UKIP’s ideas are decidedly more 
small-scale, such as allowing shop-
pers half an hour of free parking in 
town centres.

While one focus of the business 
debate has been reducing start-up 
costs for those without large econo-
mies to scale, the welfare of work-
ers has carved a divisive line for the 
parties. 

Labour and the Greens have 
pledged to ban ‘exploitative’ zero-
hour contracts and raise minimum 
wage to £8 an hour – with the 
Conservatives strongly in favour of 
zero-hour contracts, although they 
have not entirely ruled out raising 
the minimum wage which, in hind-
sight, could have proven a real vote-
winner for them.

There has been much talk of 
raising minimum wage and little of 
the fact that Miliband has pledged 
an £8 minimum for 2019. Though 
coinciding with the recovery, the 
rate of increase in the minimum 
wage has been consistently growing 

since 2010, 

and shows no sign of curbing. 
Increasing from 2 per cent to 

3 per cent means that as minimum 
wages rise from £6.50 to £6.70 
this year, it’s not implausible that, 
were the Conservatives to remain 
in government, a minimum wage of 
almost £8 may transpire naturally. 

It is of course possible that driv-
ing up wages would cause inlation 
and embroil those who don’t actu-
ally experience any increase in real 
wages in more dificulty. If growth 
in the minimum wage continues to 
rise at 3 per cent, the outcome will 
be at least £7.53 for each worker by 
2019. 

The Liberal Democrats have 
remained rather vague on the issue, 
but have pledged for wages to out-
pace inlation, though Nick Clegg et 
al have not elaborated how exactly 
they would carry out that pledge.

The Left’s emphatic opposition 
to zero-hour contracts is diametri-
cally opposed to Cameron’s laxness 
on them. 

UKIP also join the foray saying 
that the contracts should be cracked 
down upon and options given to 
those desiring more work – simul-
taneously blaming them on an 
over-supply of labour. 

Though many beneit from 
zero-hours contracts, many do 

not, and in this case it may be 
that UKIP’s policy of banning 

exclusivity clauses and mini-
mum notice periods for work 
serves as a compromise be-
tween Labour and the Con-
servatives. 

For business’ sake, 
restrictions on zero-hour 

contracts again could dam-

age the free markets, but in terms of 
empowering workers, there appears 
to be a consensus that this isn’t the 
worst idea. Perhaps allowing em-
ployers to have the inal say over 
zero-hours contracts would work 
best for this. 

Overall, for all the pre-election 
talk of undecided voters and not be-
ing able to clearly distinguish the 
parties from one another, an analy-
sis of business and employment 
proposals reveals that there is much 
to differentiate the parties on policy 
lines. 

Whether they will deliver on 
these promises is dificult to judge. 
It is up to the voter to decide on 
Thursday.

BUSINESS DEPUTY EDITOR
James Humpish

As the election gets closer, the party’s economic policies have become increasingly well defined,  with the focus on businesses and employment contracts
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T
o the vast majority of Western 
youths, Snapchat needs no 
introduction. The last three 

years have witnessed its emergence 
as a social media titan that has 
changed the way people approach 
communicating, networking and 
documenting their daily lives. Its 
effect on popular culture, for both 
ordinary youths and celebrities, 
grows in signiicance with each new 
feature. 

The business side of the Snap-
chat story is just as thrilling, howev-
er. Today, 18 months after analysts 
were left shocked by Snapchat CEO 
Evan Spiegel’s decision to turn down 
a $3 billion takeover bid from Face-
book, the student-run tech compa-
ny is valued at $20 billion by some 
estimates – with some predicting 
this valuation to grow further still. 

Those who criticised the then-
22-year-old Spiegel’s naivety for 
spurning Mark Zuckerberg’s con-
siderable cash offer are now eating 
their words. Bucking the trend for 
countless other social media ven-
tures, Snapchat has proven to be 
far more than the lash in the pan 
it irst threatened to be. The ven-
ture capital keeps on pouring in, 

as Spiegel and co. continue to de-
velop innovative new features to the 
once ephemeral photo-sharing app. 
Snapchat’s illustrious catalogue of 
inancial backers shows just how 
highly the big-name players regard 
the company. 

Investors include e-commerce 
giants Alibaba, who invested a stag-
gering $200 million into the irm, 
and Yahoo, who weighed in with a 
mere $20 million. Total third-party 
investments to date number close to 
$1 billion.

The investment has led to im-
pressive results, with the recent 
proliferation of localised geo-ilters, 
enabling users to view compiled 
photos and videos from speciic lo-
cations all around the world, prov-
ing hugely popular. 

The addition of the Discover 
feature has seen the app move into 
the news-sharing market for the 
irst time. Oficial partners include 
Sky News, Daily Mail, MTV and 
Vice to name but a few. 

The advent of more diversi-
ied special features, coupled with 
the fool-proof original formula of 
impermanent photo messaging, 
means that active users number 
close to 200 million. Following in 
the footsteps of Google, Facebook, 

YouTube and Twitter, Snapchat has 
been banned in China – nowadays a 
sort of badge of honour among tech 
giants.

Spiegel and co-founder Bobby 
Murphy have already been named 
among Time magazine’s 100 most 
inluential people. This week, they 
signed an agreement for a new 47-
000 square foot ofice complex 

in Venice Beach, Los Angeles, re-
portedly ighting off interest in the 
coveted property from taxi-hailing 
app giants Uber. It seems clear that 
Spiegel, once derided as a doe-eyed 
Stanford dropout, means serious 
business. 

This long and eventful Snap-
chat story shows no signs of count-
ing down to zero just yet.

Business
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No ending in sight for this Snapchat story
DEPUTY BUSINESS EDITOR

James Pascoe

Off-campus housing market set to grow

Tuesday 5 May 2015

Samuel Russell

F
or years, large cities such as 
Leeds and Manchester have 
had many private student ac-

commodation developments. With 
these markets now saturated, devel-
opers are starting to look towards 
smaller university cities as potential 
areas for expansion. 

York is a prime example of 
this. Located on Lawrence Street, 
the Boulevard is currently the only 
operational college-style private ac-
commodation site in York. Having 
previously been run by Derwent 
Students, the management com-
pany, as opposed to the University’s 
Derwent College, the Boulevard 
is now managed by Fresh Student 
Living, and has seen its popularity 
grow this year.

The Boulevard will face new 
competition in the private accom-
modation market, with the open-
ing of Student Castle on Walmgate, 
and Foss Studios, also on Lawrence 
Street and operated by Fresh Stu-
dent Living. Vita Student also has 
plans to redevelop St Joseph’s Con-
vent on Lawrence Street into a 660-
bed student housing development 
by September 2016, and McLaren 
Property were recently granted per-
mission for a 326-bed complex on 
Hallield Road in Layerthorpe, also 
opening in time for the 2016/17 aca-
demic year. 

Offering brand new, high qual-
ity accommodation, these develop-
ments will prove attractive to stu-
dents who are keen to maintain a 

high standard of living while at uni-
versity. They also often come with 
perks, such as Student Castle’s free 
onsite gym. 

However, such facilities come 
at a cost. The cheapest ensuite study 
room with a shared kitchen in the 
Boulevard costs £130 per week (51 
week let) or £138pw (44 week let) 
and £139pw (44 or 51 week let) at 
Student Castle. Studio lats range 
from £163 to £185 per week. Bills 
are all included, which makes budg-
eting easier. 

While these prices are in fact 
broadly comparable to rates for 
on-campus accommodation of an 
equivalent standard (£135pw for a 
Premium Ensuite and £139pw for 
a Deluxe Ensuite), it is signiicantly 
more expensive than off-campus 
private housing, and so could still be 
dificult to afford for the vast major-

ity of students. 
Moreover, a key point of com-

parison between private student 
halls and on campus accommoda-
tion is sociability. While living in a 
studio lat is a guarantee of privacy 
and avoiding conlict with house-
mates, learning to live with others 
and mixing with people from differ-
ent backgrounds is a crucial part of 
the ‘university experience’. 

Even in shared lats, this could 
still be the case at York in particular 
due to the college system, as fresh-
ers who do not live in their college 
during their irst year may miss out 
on events and activities run by the 
college. 

The issue here is one of loca-
tion. Living on campus is not only 
convenient for lectures, but also in-
volvement in societies and sports. 
The Boulevard is a ten minute walk 

from campus and Student Castle is 
twenty minutes, meaning it may be 
necessary to commute to and from 
campus multiple times a day, cost-
ing time and potentially money. 
Conversely, this does mean that they 
are located nearer to the city centre, 
and therefore more convenient for 
shopping and nights out. 

The increase in private stu-
dent accommodation companies in 
York provides students with more 
choice, which could incentivise the 
university to keep prices lower for 
students.  The lack of college spirit 
in these off-campus sites may make 
attracting irst year students  away 
from on-campus accommodation 
more dificult. However, for second-
year, third-year, and postgraduate 
students looking for a quieter study 
environment, the appeals of private 
accommodation are not hard to see.

What is a 
degree worth?

BUSINESS REPORTER
Kim Almond

Going to university
Possessing a university degree 
will, on average, increase earn-
ings by 22% for men and 33% 
for women when compared to 
people with A-levels alone. A 
degree will also make unem-
ployment less likely, resulting in 
a more reliable income stream.

Classification 
Working harder and obtaining 
a better degree class will raise 
your  average income. Estimates 
suggest that obtaining a 1st class 
honours will raise your income 
by 33% when compared with in-
dividuals ganing only A-levels. 
This is compared to an increase 
of 28% for a 2.1 and 21% for a 
2.2.

Insitution 
Graduates from Russell group 
universities earn a premium 
when compared to other insti-
tutions. Males graduating from 
a Russel group university earn 
16% more and women earn 9% 
more than those graduating 
from post 1992 universities. 

Masters/PhDs
Obtaining a masters or a PhD 
will further increase your aver-
age income. The report esti-
mates that a masters level quali-
ication will increase incomes 
by 11% compared to a bachelors 
degree. A PhD will  raise your 
income by 24% compared to the 
average incomes earning by peo-
ple with bachelors degrees.

Benefits to income
Getting a minimum of a 2.1 will 
boost income by about £6,000 
per year for women and £8,400 
for men. A irst will net a £7,000  
rise for women and £10,000 for 
men per year. Obtaining a mas-
ters degree in addition to a  1st 
class honours will boost earnings 
by about £10,000 (£14,000) a 
year for women (men).

The data above is from a 2013 
government report titled: ‘The 
impact of university degrees 
on the lifecycle of earnings.’

Private student accommodation is cheaper but can be inconvenient as journey times to campus are longer
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W
e use materials that are 
classiied as toxic every 
day, from printing ink 

to batteries containing lithium. If 
you’re a science student, when con-
ducting experiments, do you think 
about how much hazardous waste 
you’re producing? As standard pro-
cedure, we segregate our chemical 
waste bins and do not pour solvents 
down the drain, but where do they 
end up? 

Contamination of land and wa-
ter is a global problem. Toxic waste 
removal is expensive; large indus-
trial sites often have to build special 
treatment facilities on site, and in-
frastructure for treating domestic 
sewage is a necessary investment 
for any city. The economic burden 

leads to improper and unsatisfac-
tory disposal, which is particularly 
worrying at an industrial level.

Guidelines on the University of 
York’s website for laboratory waste 
disposal simply suggest dilution; 
however some chemicals are harm-
less even in low concentrations. 

Better suggestions would in-
clude further chemical reactions 
to alter the biological activity of 
the chemical or storing it in isola-
tion in the case of more dangerous 
chemicals with longer lives. As each 
chemical poses a different risk they 
must be separated and treated dif-
ferently.

Green chemistry is designing 
products and processes that mini-
mise use and generation of hazard-
ous substances. However, meas-
uring the eficiency of a chemical 
process is complicated, and suitable 

and accurate calculations are hard 
to deine. For new technologies to 
be introduced, the improvement 
over the original methods must be 
quantiied. 

A group of York-based re-
searchers have developed a simple 
‘metrics toolkit’ to measure and 
evaluate how green a reaction is.  
They managed to create a consist-
ent, universal measurement tool 
for chemical reactions, based on 
a range of criteria and applicable 
both in the laboratory and in indus-
trial settings. In cooperation with 
other academics, pharmaceutical 
companies and private enterprises, 
they would use the simple excel 
spreadsheet to assess the sustain-
ability of a reaction. 

The spreadsheet has new cal-
culations for a reaction’s optimum 
eficiency, impact of raw materials 

– where they come from and if they 
are renewable and amount of waste 
produced – as well as the hazard to 
workers and effect on the environ-
ment. 

A trafic light system (red for 
undesirable, amber for acceptable 
and green for preferred) allows re-
searchers and students to compare 
their reactions to existing methods. 
As the toolkit looks at different as-
pects of the procedure separately 
identifying where improvements 
could be made is easier.

The movement towards more 
green chemistry methods will have 
a huge environmental and health 
impact. By facilitating the invention 
of eficient and environmentally 
friendly reactions, the researchers 
have taken a step towards protect-
ing a wide range of ecosystems from 
further disruption. 

Science
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Science
 Snippets

Georgina Hill

SCIENCE REPORTER

Red, amber, green chemistry 
Biohackers create night 

vision eye drops

Put down the carrots. This week 
saw the successful unveiling of 
night-vision eye drops.  ‘Science 
for the Masses’, a collaboration 
of scientists who self-label as 
‘biohackers’, dripped a solution of 
chlorin e6, insulin and saline into 
the eyes of a willing test subject. 
The participant’s eyes momentarily 
turned black, and then experienced 
several hours of ‘night-vision’.

Source of Antarctica’s 
bleeding glacier found

The Blood Falls in Antarctica, 
named for the rusty-red colouring 
of oxidised iron in the water, are 
giving scientists insights into the 
possibility that the land below the 
ice contains microbial life. These 
microbes may be contributing to 
life in the Southern Ocean. It’s 
thought that the iron-containing 
rock, which the organisms break 
up and release to the water, elevate 
marine productivity. 

Telepathic tattoo future of 
typing?

Researchers at the University of 
Illinois have released a digital 
tattoo that reads your mind. The 
tiny, lexible chip of gold electrodes 
sticks to the skin behind your ears, 
applying the same biophysical Van 
der Waals forces which allow a 
gecko to walk on walls. This chip 
detects brain activity, and allowed 
volunteers to input words onto a 
screen using only their mind. More 
practical applications include de-
tection of neurological defects such 
as epilepsy in new-borns.

Nasa celebrates 25th 
anniversary with photo of 

constellation

The Hubble telescope has cel-
ebrated the 25th anniversary of its 
launch by releasing an astounding 
image of 3,000 stars interspaced 
with clouds of cosmic dust and gas. 
The telescope was irst launched on 
24 April 1990 on board the Space 
Shuttle Discovery. The cluster, 
named Westerlust 2, is part of the 
Carina constellation, and is some 
20,000 light years from Earth. 

S
pring is that time of the year 
synonymous with renewal and 
rebirth. It can also be the mo-

ment in which we rediscover one 
of our senses - smell - as we leave 
behind winter, which is cold and 
devoid of fragrances.

Perfumes and odours are eve-
rywhere, whether they are nice or 
unpleasant: the nice smell of a rose, 
the delicate perfume of a person you 
love, as well as repellent smells. But 
how subjective is the way we ap-
preciate an odour? Is everyone at-
tracted to speciic and well-deined 
set of perfumes, or is our perception 
of smell something ultra-personal? 

It turns out that perfumes 
might not only provide us a range 
of basic sensations; they might 
also be used for more sophisticated 
goals, like inding a good partner.                                                        
MHC molecules are proteins found 
in the human body. Their major 
role is to present peptides coming 
from antigens to immune cells, but 

they appear to have a role in our 
sense of smell too. 

A study was conducted in 1995 
to test women’s preference for body 
odours of men. It showed that the 
perfume of a man with a different 
MHC is perceived as more pleasant 
compared to a man having a similar 

MHC to the woman.                                                              
In 2013, another study evalu-

ated the ability for humans to rec-
ognize the modiication of their 
own body odour. Researchers cre-
ated MHC peptide ligands, and 
then gave them to the participants. 
Results indicated that they found 

a modiication of their odour by a 
“self-peptide” more pleasant, as op-
posed to a modiication with a dif-
ferent peptide. This indicates that 
we would prefer our own scent on 
ourselves. It might also explain why 
different persons with common 
MHC peptides appreciate similar 
perfumes on their skins but dislike 
them on other individuals.

That same year, a study per-
formed in Auckland demonstrated 
that, when testing volunteers for 
their sensitivity to compounds 
commonly found in food, there was 
a link between genetic make-up of 
the individuals and the perception 
of four of the odours including the 
smell of apples and of violets. Can 
this link be found for other per-
fumes? This question has not been 
answered yet.

There are several factors in-
luencing our olfactory capacity. 
Science seems to be promising to 
elucidate some mysteries about this 
sense. In the meantime, take a deep 
breath, and try to catch the sweet 
and light perfume of spring.  

Marie Guglielminetti

SCIENCE REPORTER

B-e-O-utiful: the science of scent perception

A group of researchers at the University of York have developed a toolkit which measures the greeness of chemical reactions using a traffic light system

‘Self’ peptides could explain why we like the smell of ourselves
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A
s an undergraduate science 
student, there are several 
key aspects to becoming 

a successful researcher. While at-
tending lectures and laboratory ses-
sions is the foundation of a strong 
career, extracurricular lab work 
is instrumental to understanding 
what a future in research is truly 
like. Some students apply to help 
out professors and lecturers in their 
department or elsewhere. Others 
have found a new way into research. 

Each spring, a handful of bi-
ologists, chemists, physicists and 
computer scientists gather to 
start a new project as part of the 
iGEM competition. iGEM is the 
‘International Genetically En-
gineered Machine’ competition, 
which challenges students around 
the world to find innovative bio-
logical solutions to any issue they 
can think of. University of York 
students in past years have chosen 
to develop bacterial fuel cells or 
bacterial janitors, which clean up 
harmful toxins released by min-
ing. 

This year the team has chosen 
a problem closer to home. By the 
end of summer, the group aims 
to have designed, developed and 
created a self-sustaining living 
organism that will remove phos-
phate and a wide array of metals 
out of Yorkshire’s wastewater. 

Phosphate pollution of riv-
ers in the UK is partially caused  
by wastewater. At the same time,  
phosphate fertiliser deposits for 
agricultural use are running low. 
Hence, developing a cheap way 

of removing and recycling phos-
phate from wastewater and sludge 
is economically viable and envi-
ronmentally friendly.  

The metal pollutants on the 
other hand are not only toxic, but  
can also be very valuable. A study 
conducted in the USA showed 
that for a city of 1 million people, 
the value of metals in wastewater 
adds up to 13 million US dollars 
annually. 

Yorkshire has a population 
of more than 5 million. If we can 
develop an organism to remove 
and collect these metals out of 
wastewater, we will produce a 

self-sustaining pollutant remover, 
provide a cheaper alternative to 
current wastewater treatment sys-
tems, and potentially have a way 
of extracting valuable metals out 
of waste sludge.

The organism of choice will 
be a bacterium, as they are easy 
and cost-effective to grow and can 
survive extensive genetic manipu-
lation. As in past years, we will use 
“BioBricks” - sequences of DNA 
with known functions that can be 
assembled together to syntheti-
cally alter the function of a cell, 
to get our bacteria to collect and 
process the phosphate and metals. 

While the research and lab 
work for the project is very chal-
lenging and will take all summer, 
there are other aspects to the 
competition. Firstly, the team is 
self-funded, and must apply for 
every research, travel and student 
grant under the sun.

Secondly, part of the com-
petition involves outreach to the 
public. Keep your eyes peeled 
for events on campus or in town 
where we will be showcasing our 
work and discussing the ethics 
of synthetic biology, including at 
YorNight European Researchers’ 
Night.

Liz Alexianu

SCIENCE REPORTER

Money saving micro-organisms
Some day, the fact that we 

exploded mountains to get to 

coal - and debated whether it’s 

harmful! - will bafle historians.

David Roberts
@drvox

28 Apr 2015

“See yonder, lo, the Galaxyë 

Which men clepeth the Milky 

Wey, For hit is whyt.” 
—Geoffrey Chaucer

Rachana Bhatawdekar
@neiltyson

13 Apr 2015

Have you tried /not/ being a 

chronologically-limited corpore-

ally-entombed pseudoautono-

mous entity in a chaotic confus-

ing uncaring universe?

Exclamation Snark
@BadPhysics

25 Apr 2015

I have a theory that using ice 

from the dark trailing side of 

Europa would result in the best 

gin & tonic ever. I’d like to test 
that idea.

Mike Brown
@PlutoKiller

23 Apr 2015

W
hat would you do with 
one million pounds? Last 
term, the University of 

York’s Dr Jonathan Smallwood was 
awarded a whopping £1.3m by the 
European Research Council. 

Smallwood is interested 
in understanding unfocused 
thought. A type of therapy called 
‘Mindfulness therapy’ is becoming 
increasingly popular: the NHS 
recommends it as a way of reduc-
ing stress and improving mood. 
Recent studies suggest that mind-
fulness-based cognitive behav-
ioural therapy can be as effective 
as antidepressant drugs for reduc-
ing depressive symptoms. 

But Smallwood warns that 
this wave of mindfulness thera-
pies might be premature, with 
insufficient knowledge about the 
way the mind works. The thera-
py involves focusing only on the 
present moment and positive 
thoughts. But to do this is to take 
the view that the mind wandering 
always has a negative outcome. 
Most  people are actually in a state 
of mind wandering for about half  

of the day. 
Using thought in this way is 

likely to be important for plan-
ning future behaviours based on 
past outcomes, and removing un-
focused thoughts has the poten-
tial to do more harm than good. 

There is therefore a need to 
model the neural mechanisms 
underlying spontaneous think-
ing and this is what Smallwood’s 
next piece of research will ad-
dress. Previously, neural imaging 
techniques have been avoided, be-

cause mind-wandering is elusive 
and tricky to trigger. Smallwood 
will overcome this by observing 
brain activity during a wide range 
of tasks and asking participants if 
they started day-dreaming at any 
point during testing. Overlapping 

patterns of brain activity during 
different tasks which all result in 
mind wandering could then high-
light which regions create unregu-
lated thought processes. 

This research has hugely im-
portant implications for health 
and education. Studies have 
found that unregulated, sponta-
neous thoughts can lead to sig-
nificant reductions in reading 
comprehension. If underlying 
mind wandering mechanisms are 
understood, then interventions 
could be deigned to help strug-
gling students filter out interfer-
ing thoughts. 

Crucially, Smallwood’s re-
search will investigate whether 
the neural networks engaged in 
positive mind-wandering can be 
dissociated from negative rumi-
nating. If so, it may be possible 
to create therapies which inhibit 
negative consequences of mind-
wandering without destroying 
any of its advantageous qualities.  
If the same network gives rise 
to both outcomes, then we may 
be wise to take a step back from 
mindfulness therapies, unless 
we’re willing to sacrifice a small 
essence of our very existence. 

£1m to study mind wandering mechanism
Vanessa Lloyd

SCIENCE REPORTER

#ThrowbackThursday: 13.8 
billion years ago, our universe 

was in a hot, dense, rapidly 

expanding state known as the 

“Big Bang.”

Sean Carroll
@seanmccarroll

23 Apr 2015

York professor Dr Jonathan Smallwood’s research will investigate the increasingly popular ‘mindfulness therapy’ 

The University of York team at the 2013 iGEM event won a gold award for their investigations into electric bacteria

IMAGE: 2013 YORK IGEM TEAM

IMAGE: SDUHAMSU
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Bad Week

Good Week

Good Week, Bad Week
The Nouse Sport Team takes a look at who faired best over the past week

Sportsmanship

Despite a comfortable 
overall win, the University 
tennis team weren’t best 
pleased with Lancaster’s 
bad sportsmanship in the 
mixed tennis fixture. Due 
to an injury, Nils Morosz 
went off 
when 
York led 
5-4 in the 
first set. As 
far as York 
were concerned, Lancaster had 
agreed to continue the match  
after the other 
fixtures had finished. However, 
when the moment came, the 
Lancaster side denied any 
knowledge of any 
agreement being made 
and claiming the points.

Lancaster University

The inevitable inclusion in this week’s fea-
ture. Poor Lancaster gleefully made the 96 
miles journey from Lancaster to York, in the 
hope of ending decades of failure in York. 
All of this, only to be despatched at the 
hands of the White Rose, sent to lick their 
wounds and reflect on a record margin 
of defeat. Perhaps embodied by the York 
Women’s Lacrosse firsts’ 18-2 thrashing of 
their Lancaster counterparts, the Carter-
James Trophy was only heading to one 
place this year.

S
ince I joined Nouse at the start 
of this year, it didn’t seem like a 
week went by without someone 

talking about Roses. 
As a irst year, the tournament 

largely passed me by as it was held 
in Lancaster. Effectively, this year 
was my irst experience of Roses. 

In short, I absolutely loved it. 
Aside from being a welcome break 
from the monotony of exam revi-
sion, Roses  brought together the 
entire University in a way that I have 
not seen before. 

Those who I assumed would be 
amongst the most ambivalent about 
sports became those who were al-
most foaming at the mouth when 
the oficials dared to award Lancas-
ter anything. I found myself becom-
ing one of those people as well. 

Naturally, given the range of 
sports that were on show at Roses, 
there were ixtures I was apprehen-
sive about covering. 

One on that list for me was fenc-
ing. My uncertainty was borne more 
from not knowing anything about 
the sport rather than any negative 
pre-disposition. 

However, once I had got the 
general idea of the scoring system, I 
was hooked. 

Quite possibly, I enjoyed fenc-
ing more than anything else I 

watched at Roses. It will be a sport I 
shall have no hesitation in watching 
in the future.  

Therein lies another joy of 
Roses. If others have had the same 
experiences as myself, it will have 
undoubtedly turned people on to 
sports they had possibly never heard 
of, or had any inclination to follow. 

In the case of some, it will have 
inspired them to try their hand at a 
new sport. 

Given the emphasis being 
placed on participation in sport at 
the moment, this can only be posi-
tive. 

Roses also provided answers to 
some of the questions that I’ve been 
desperate to ask over the course of 
this year.

Amidst the tales of borderline 
mental breakdowns and enforced 
insomnia from old team members, it 
has also perplexed me as to why they 
still get excited for Roses. Five old 
members helped out on the week-
end, to whom we are very grateful.

It seems glaringly obvious to me 
now. For all the moaning and curs-
ing done by the Nouse Sport team 
over the course of the weekend, the 
rewards were enormous. 

Without a doubt, I’ll be back 
next year. If they’ll have me.

Rob Middleton

DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR

Athletics Track

It should have been a 
good week for those in-
volved with the laying of 
the new track outside the 
Sports Centre. They’re 
getting new equip-
ment, a new 500-seat 
stand and their track 
has finally been laid. 
However, the announce-
ment that the track had 
been finished only led to 
people questioning why 
it had been finished six 
months after the advertised 
date. The obvious explana-
tion is that the poor weather 
meant that the track could 
not been laid, but we live in 
York and poor weather is a 
given…

Tales From

The 22

“Roses  brought 
together the en-
tire University in 
a way that I have 
not seen before”

University of York 
Boat Club 

Fewer teams contributed more to 
York’s crushing defeat of Lancaster 
more than UYBC. Their points haul 
of 24 was over 10 per cent of the 
White Rose’s points total. An im-
pressive stat in itself, this is even 
more impressive when you con-
sider that multiple fixtures over 30 

sports take place 
over the 

weekend. 
An espe-
cially good 
week con-

s i d e r i n g 
both the 
points they 

won and the 
misery they 
inflicted on 

Lancaster.

Omar Chadli

Nouse Sport’s College Cup Fantasy 
Football kicked off this week, bringing 
delight and dismay to many depend-
ing on how their carefully selected 
teams performed in this match week. 
Despite only being in 7 Fantasy Foot-
ball teams, Omar Chadli racked up 23 
points thanks to four goals, one assist 
and a man on the match performance. 
It’s enough to make Ralph Gill’s effort 
of 17 look worthless.  University of 
York Boat Club

              Anty Cole

As York’s Player of the 
Tournament, Anty 

Cole was at the 
forefront of York’s 
demolition of the 
Red Rose at this 
year’s Roses. The 
UYWAFC striker 
scored 10 goals 
in 2 games, eight 
of them in one 

game during her 
side’s 10-6 thumping of 
Lancaster in the Futsal. 

She was also York’s only 
goal scorer in the UYWAFC 

firsts’ 2-2 draw in their fixture.

Sport
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College Sport roundup
FOLLOWING LAST week’s Roses 
tournament, it is now the turn of the 
colleges to do battle across numer-
ous sports this term.

The College Cup football tour-
nament begain last week with the 
irst round of group stage matches 
taking place on the JLD. 

Group A saw league leaders 
Wentworth irsts comfortably dis-
patch Goodricke seconds 4-1.

Wentworth’s John Packer was 
the standout performer having after 
he scored two goals and provided 
the assist for another. 

Elsewhere in Group A, Van-
brugh irsts, who remain the fa-
vourites to top the group, eased to a 
3-1 victory over James thirds. Goals 
from Joe Lund, Brad Dunkley and 
Liam Sides were enough to seal the 
points. 

The other match in the group 
saw Derwent thirds and Alcuin 
thirds record a stalemate with the 
game inishing 1-1 after a closely 
fought contest. Alcuin’s Henry Lon-
sdale’s superb free-kick cancelled 
out Josh Nicholl’s earlier header.

Derwent seconds are the early 
leaders in Group B following their 
convincing 3-1 victory over Lang-
with seconds. Euan Bell earned 
himself man of the match for his 
performance which included a goal 
and an assist. 

In what has been a tremen-
dous week for Derwent College, 
the fourth team earned an invalu-
able 1-0 win over Vanbrugh thirds. 
A sublime Soren Reischert goal was 
all that separated both teams. 

Meanwhile, Halifax irsts could 
only manage a 1-1 draw against a 
resilient Goodricke irsts side. The 
College Cup holders were reliant on 
Garo Heath to rescue the points as 
he equalised after Goodricke had 
taken the lead through Conor Boyle.

Group C is quite possibly the-
most open of all four in this year’s 

Cup. 
Vanbrugh seconds – who nar-

rowly missed out on promotion last 
term – defeated James Seconds. A 
hat-trick from Adam Lewis and a 
goal from Josh Softley sealed a 4-0 
victory for Vanbrugh. 

Derwent ifths began the cam-
paign with a rugged 0-0 draw 
against Halifax fourths.

The two top seeds, Alcuin irsts 
and Langwith irsts, shared the 
spoils in a 1-1 draw. Jack Parsonson 
scored for Langwith, only for Andy 
Fernando to equalise late on with a 
penalty. 

The inal group is the one that 
has everyone excited, containing 
both James and Derwent irst teams 
who have been ighting it out in the 
Revolution Premier Division all 

year. The two sides meet tomorrow. 
In the opening round, Derwent 

took the initiative, beating Constan-
tine irsts 4-0, before James replied 
in kind with a professional 3-0 win 
against Alcuin thirds.

Wentworth seconds, likely to be 
the whipping boys of their group, 
have already taken their place at the 
bottom of the Group D thanks to a 
7-0 thumping at the hands of Hali-
fax seconds, with Omar Chadli scor-
ing four times. 

Both the netball and the hockey 
College Cup competitions  got un-
der way last week. 

In netball, James firsts soared 
to the top of Pool A after beating 
Halifax firsts 22-5. 

Meanwhile, University firsts 
are the early league leaders in Pool 

B having defeated Langwith firsts 
19-5. 

The hockey has seen Halifax 
seconds earn a comfortable 7-0 vic-
tory over Vanbrugh seconds mean-
ing they now lead Pool A. Alcuin 
seconds top Pool B having beaten 
halifax Firsts 5-0. 

In the overall college sport 
standings Derwent and James are 
neck and neck. They are separated 
by just six ponts with a total of 1060 
and 1054 points respectively. 

Vanbrugh are placed third with 
748 points followed by Halifax in 
fourth on 692. Alcuin and Lang-
with are holding 5th and 6th place 
followed by Goodricke and Wen-
tworth. The newest college, Con-
stantine, bring up the rear on 225 
points.

IMAGES: JAMES HOSTFORD

>>Continued from back

-ing. We have got the support from 
the University of York’s Disabled 
Students’ Oficer, Zohra Khan, to 
help get as many people involved as 
possible and we hope to expand next 
year.”

The announcement of the pro-
ject comes after the inaugural Roses 
disability ixture, sitting volleyball, 
last weekend. The prospect of para-
table tennis becoming the second 
disability sport to feature in a Roses 
tournament could soon become a 
reality. 

Hoffman continued saying, “We 
want to get a team together. Maybe 
in a year or two we will be able to 
have a team to compete in Roses.

“As a club we would like to 
thank YuFund for their great sup-
port which has helped us set the 
project in motion.”

The project epitomises the in-
creasing awareness and promotion 
of disabled sports within the Uni-
versity.

The University of York’s Disa-
bled Students’ Oficer, Zohra Khan, 
said, “After the success of introduc-
ing sitting volleyball at Roses this 
year, it’s really exciting to see the ta-
ble tennis club introduce para-table 
tennis as it means disabled sports is 
inally becoming acknowledged and 
recognised at York University.

“I’m really keen on promoting 
this event as it’s a fantastic idea and 
this will hopefully be the start of a 
continuous moment of introducing 
accessible sports.

“It’d be great to see more disa-
bled students at our University get-
ting into sports as provisions are 
now being made.”

Training will occur twice a week 
in the Main Hall: Mondays 11:00 - 
13:00, Thursdays 13:00 - 15:00.

Sports shorts

Halifax firsts, the holders of the College Cup, began the defence of their title with a 1-1 draw with Goodricke 

Disabled  
sport 
scheme

Matt Kirkum

Rob Middleton

BUCS Cricket

After an excellent Roses in which both 
the men’s first and second XIs beat Lancaster 
convincingly, University of York Cricket Club 

(UYCC) continue their BUCS campaigns tomor-
row. The firsts play Northumbria Seconds on 22 

Acres, after a victory in their opening game of the 
summer against local rivals York St John. The 

seconds and thirds, both in Northern 4B, face each 
other in the league.

The women’s cricket team, narrowly defeated 
at Roses last Sunday, look to secure their 
second win of the season away at Shef-

field. 

Fantasy Football

Our College Cup fantasy football com-
petition has begun, with 291 teams already 

registered. 

Top Players: Omar Chadli (Halifax 2s)- 23 points, 
Ralph Gill (James 1s)- 17, Adam Lewis (Vanbrugh 

2s)- 13, John Packer (Wentworth 1s)- 13, Euan Bell 
(Derwent 2s)- 12

Most Selected: Fred Weld (Derwent 4s)- 35%, 
Ralph Gill (James)- 33%, Josh Bew (Derwent 

1s)- 32%, Garo Heath (Halifax 1’s)- 32%, 
Isaac Beevor (Derwent 3s)- 24%

Huntington Equipment

The University of York Athletics Club 
(UYAC) are set to benefit from the relocation 

of the City of York Athletics Club with the pur-
chase of new equipment for the club. The equip-

ment will include hammers, javelins, shot-puts and 
much more. A six-lane 400m track will be painted 
onto the college pitches on the 22 acres. This move 
ensures that both clubs have somewhere to train in 

the interim.  Both clubs have been disrupted by 
building projects of late, with the Huntington 
Stadium being demolished and the 500-seat 

spectators stand yet to be finished at 
the new track outside the Sports 

Centre.
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W
ith campus at fever-pitch ahead of the Roses open-
ing ceremony, University of York Chancellor and 
FA Chairman Greg Dyke bounds up the steps of 

Heslington Hall and engages a University oficial in animated 
conversation. Behind him, Roy Hodgson enters, gazing at the 
façade of the imposing 16th century Victorian manor house 
that extends in front of him.

Hodgson, 67 and full of a cold, greets members of the me-
dia by name while Dyke leaps into his first television inter-
view: “Playing first fiddle all the time, it’s sometimes nice to 
play second” Roy chuckles. I engage Roy, now standing next 
to me gripping a glass of water tightly, in conversation with-
out hesitation. He is instantaneously found as an unassuming 
and approachable figure. “It should 
be a fun evening” Roy affirms, “Greg 
makes everything fun.”

“I think football in this country 
is in a pretty healthy state overall” 
booms Greg Dyke, adopting from the 
outset a casual posture to match his 
affable style. “I’m disappointed that 
we’re not getting more young English 
players through and I’m trying to do 
something about that, but its hard go-
ing.”

He pauses, “I do think there is a 
danger that the top level of English football becomes owned by 
foreigners, managed by foreigners and played by foreigners; 
and therefore, not much to do with England. I think there is a 
sea-change happening.”

Dyke, appointed chairman of the Football Association in 
2013, is posed an open question and naturally gravitates to-
wards addressing the problems with elite product of our na-
tional game. Despite his £230 million grassroots pledge, the 
raw fact that for every one of our qualified coaches in England 
there are 17 in Germany, does not immediately occur to Greg 
when discussing the health of English football.

“If you go to Germany, there’s a deal.” Dyke insists, “Every-

one knows there’s a deal, but no-one wants to say it. Fifty per 
cent of your players have to be German. We don’t have that 
deal in this country.”

Statistics compiled by the CIES Football Observatory 
state that 16.4 per cent, not half, of Bundesliga players are Ger-
man. It’s a job to sift through Dyke’s rhetoric and hone in on 
the detail.

If Dyke can push through his reforms regardless, the num-
ber of home-grown players required in each Premier League 
club’s 25-man squad will be raised from 8 to 12. Although top 
flight teams offered their backing when his commission was 
formed in 2013, to “turn the tanker of English football”, South-
ampton among others have already registered their disquiet at 

such proposals.
His idea for a B-team 

league, magically copied and 
pasted between League Two 
and the Conference, has been 
derided and the Football 
League declared they had “no 
appetite” for such a move. Last 
year, Dyke conceded that it was 
probably a non-starter.

I ask Greg whether he 
would consider doing anything 
differently. Given another 

chance, would  he announce these plans again?
He is defiant before I can finish asking the question.
“I don’t think so. We announce what we’re doing and then 

we consult the bodies involved. I think that’s about the only 
way you’re going to see change. I think you’ve got to set a tone 
for change, and there’s no doubt that we’ve set a tone. Every-
one: the media, fans and the Premier League, are concerned 
that there aren’t enough English players playing in the league.”

A recent report by Kick It Out detailed the extent of abuse 
to which Premier League footballers are subjected. Its results, 
described as “truly shocking” by the campaign director, re-
vealed that players are subjected to one abusive tweet every 

2.6 minutes. Greg appeared concerned at this sad reality, but 
equally unclear as to how such a wide-ranging problem could 
be tackled.

“It’s very difficult to protect players from abuse. You’ve al-
ways got some fans who will abuse the other side’s fans. There’s 
not a lot you can do about it unless it’s illegal, then you can take 
some action. 

“That’s not just about footbal, that’s about abuse generally 
in society and we still haven’t worked out what to do about 
that. Social media is still relatively new, probably not for your 
generation, but it is for us. There are all sorts of things that 
happen on social media that we don’t like, and people are 
abused. But it’s not only football.”

During his time at the University, Greg was a regular visi-
tor to York City’s Bootham Crescent, a charmingly ramshackle 
outpost, set among the well-to-do terraced housing and the 
bed-and-breakfasts of Bootham. The club have introduced 

student-priced entrance this season for the first time, a move 
towards affordability, in a climate of ticket price inflation, that 
Dyke seems to support.

“If you want the next generation of fans, then you’ve got 
to let them in and get them hooked at prices they can afford.” 
Greg reflects ruefully, “I often see a guy taking his three kids to 
Arsenal and ask ‘how does he afford that?’, because that’s really 
quite expensive.”

“Still, the gates don’t fall. People still want to come to 
watch football in this country. If you look at the rest of Europe, 
the gates are falling. I’m always amazed that when England 
play San Marino, hardly the most competitive team, 70-80 
thousand people still turn up. It’s remarkable.”

Dyke raps his knuckles on the table: “The only consistent 
force are the fans. At your average football club, the ownership 
changes, the managers change, the chief executives change, 
the players change, but the fans are always there.”

As a man steeped in the game, having held the position 
of manager at 13 different club sides and six national teams, 
Roy Hodgson can attest to the constant churn and perennial 
uncertainty that pervades football.

His itinerant managerial career, taking him across the 

 Hodgson and Dyke: he

 I see a guy taking his 
three kids to Arsenal and 
ask ‘how does he afford 

that?’ That’s really 
quite expensive

 No-one wants to 
say it, but there’s a deal 

in Germany. Fifty 
percent of your players 

have to be German
 
”

“

 
”

“

These are the two men tasked with turning the tanker of the national game. Ahead of the opening

issues to the University of York Chancellor and FA
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contintent, has meant that, for Hodgson, picking up languages 
has proved both a pleasure and a professional necessity: “I was 
good at languages at school and I’ve always been more towards 
the arts side as opposed to science. I was very poor at Maths, 
but I liked Swedish, French, History and those sorts of sub-
jects. At my school we only got the chance to learn one lan-
guage, if you don’t count Latin. Even Latin has provided a very 
useful base for me in life. 

He continues: “The other languages have come through a 
certain necessity. You could spend a long time in Sweden with-
out speaking English, but when you’re there it is more courte-
ous to learn the language and it does improve the quality of 
your life when you’re there. 

“However, in Italy speaking in Italian is an absolute ne-
cessity. You couldn’t work without speaking Italian, unless you 
worked through an interpreter. The German just came along 
the way, but its the weakest of my languages.”

Roy has found the pursuit of literature a useful means of 
relieving the industry’s pressures.

“Throughout my managerial career, reading is something 
that’s helped me to relax and to put aside the pressures of the 
job.” He cites John Updike, Sebastian Faulks and Saul Bellow 
as literary figures who have made a significant impression on 
him.   

“Also, I think you get a lot of insight if you read the right 
sort of books. You can learn about life and human nature. I 
think I’ve been fortunate in that respect- to have picked up 
works of authors that have gone on to be very influential on my 
way of thinking about the world.”

Perhaps Bellow’s bildungsroman, ‘The Adventures of Au-
gie March’ chimes in Hodgson’s thinking with the struggles of 
young footballers under the media’s forbidding glare. Augie, 
from the poverty of inner-city Chicago, gets himself entangled 
with a string of different women and largely rejects educa-

tion. However, he retains fundamentally human qualities of 
foresight and a clear mind in his quest for self-realisation and 
maturity.

Hodgson is sympathetic to the pressures exerted and the 
temptations available to young men: “Occasionally, young 
men do things that aren’t 100 per cent correct for them to do 
professionally. Being a professional footballer means that you 
should be staying away from things like alcohol, smoking and 
inhaling laughing gas.

“I’m not concerned that young players aren’t getting the 
right advice- quite the opposite. Clubs are working their socks 
off to get players a good educa-
tion in terms of how they live 
their lives.

Roy sighs somewhat: “I 
wouldn’t personally suggest 
that because of the odd incident 
where someone is caught doing 
it, that there is an epidemic or 
that all young players are like 
this. I often think its unfortu-
nate for young players who are 
caught and vilified. I mean, the 
(laughing gas) incident with Jack Grealish was over a year ago. 
I think it’s quite unfortunate that it comes out a year later, just 
after he’s had a good game in a cup semi-final.”

Aston Villa’s Grealish is one of a number of young play-
ers who have taken naturally to the Premier League stage of 
late. Hodgson, as you would expect, has been watching their 
performances closely.

“There are a lot of players in this category, with good fu-
tures ahead of them. There are so many, it would be wrong 
of me to point out any individuals.” I vainly nominate Derby 
County’s Will Hughes, a youngster who I have watched blos-
som over the last three seasons. With some polite acknowledg-

ment, Hodgson moves swiftly on. 
“Someone who could be quite an important player for us, 

who is a little bit older, is Jordan Henderson. 
“At 24 years of age, he’s now got 20-odd caps behind him 

and has had plenty of games for the Under 21’s as well. He’s 
now going to take on the captaincy of Liverpool Football Club 
after Steven Gerrard. I think a guy like him is going to be very, 
very important.

“Eventually, we will lose our senior players: the likes of 
Michael Carrick, Wayne Rooney, Gary Cahill, Phil Jagielka 
and Leighton Baines. When we lose these guys, someone owith 

the experience of Henderson to 
help guide the ship would be vi-
tal, alongside all of these young 
players with bright futures.”

Roy Hodgson is a football 
man. A man of unique insight, 
of such nuanced experience, 
that comes across in each of his 
thoughtful, detailed responses.   
Much more softly-spoken and 
considered in judgment than 
Dyke, Hodgson’s eye for a player 

has been honed for approaching 40 years in football manage-
ment.  In light of this, we should be minded to take a ringing 
endorsement of Henderson seriously. 

Amid all the uncertainty of his topsy-turvy football world, 
Dyke is sure of one thing ahead of Roses, which he officially 
opened alongside Hodgson following Fight Night in Central 
Hall. Greg predicts: “It’s a long time since York lost at home. 
It’s difficult to win away from home, although I was there when 
York won away at Lancaster. I expect it (historical battle) to go 
to 26-24 this year”. Greg Dyke, and indeed Roy Hodgson, will 
hope that such foresight repeats itself, as this unlikely double 
act try to turn the tanker of English football. 

 Someone of the expe-
rience of Henderson to 
help guide the ship will 

be very important

 Footballers should 
stay away from things 
like alcohol, smoking 
and laughing gas

“
 
”

“
 
”

brains of English football
ceremony of the 51st edition of the Roses tournament, Tom Harle puts English football’s big

Chairman Greg Dyke and England manager Roy Hodgson
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Tales from the 22 Good week, bad week
Rob Middleton provides a light hearted 

account of York’s victorious Roses weekend.

p20

Nouse Sport rounds up the best and worst 

of this week’s sporting news 
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Looking to the future
Tom Harle talks about the future of 

English football with  Roy Hodgson 

and Greg Dyke 

Para-table tennis aims for Roses
FOLLOWING THE success of sit-
ting volleyball at Roses, the Univer-
sity of York Table Tennis Club have 
embarked on an initiative to en-
courage disabled people to engage 
with the sport. 

With the support of YuFund, 

the club have managed to acquire 
suitable equipment and are aiming 
to run training sessions speciically 
for disabled people. 

Experienced members within 
the club will run the sessions, which 
will be two hours long and occur 
twice a week.  

The irst of these disability-spe-
ciic training session will begin on 

Thursday 7 May.
The club’s objective is for the 

project to continue into the next ac-
ademic year, with the long-term aim 
of getting the sport into Roses 2016.

To achieve this, the club have 
created the new position of Disabil-
ity Oficer to coordinate the project. 
The position is held by Isaac Beevor 
who, speaking to Nouse, said, “We 

are really excited about the project 
and can’t wait to get it underway. 

“It’s been like a baby for about 
three months so it’s great that it is 
now about to happen. 

“We are hoping for a great turn-
out on Thursday of around six to 
eight people. 

“Any impact we could have on 
increasing participation of disabled 

students in sport is a good one and 
that’s what we are hoping to do.”

Meanwhile, Club President, 
Agoston Hoffman said, “We have 
been working on this for such a long 
time and we have inally got all the 
equipment we needed to get it go-

Matt Kirkum

SPORTS EDITOR

Continued on page 21


