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A DRUG investigation carried out 
by Nouse has shown that numer-
ous sites across both the Heslington 
West and East campuses have tested 
positive for cocaine. The University 
has rejected the results.

In 2008, Nouse found cocaine 
across campus in a similar investi-
gation. In response to this report,  
the University said it would take 
“urgent action.” 

In this instance, the Univer-
sity gave this as their full response: 
“The University takes drug abuse 
seriously and will not tolerate drug 
peddling on the campus.  However, 
past experience suggests that swab 
tests such as these are very unrelia-
ble, and often produce false positive 

results due to the chemicals used 
in various cleaning materials. We 
would urge you not to draw conclu-
sions from such data.”

However, David Rigg, Founder-
Director of Crackdown Drugs Test-
ing, the company used to conduct 
the investigation, has put the ac-
curacy of the results at 95 per cent, 
adding, “Virtually every police force 
in the country uses us. We’ve had 
positive results from Parliament, 
courts, police headquarters all over.” 

Rigg revealed the University 
management itself used the same 
swab company four years ago, “I 
think they wanted it more, not as an 
intelligence gathering sort of thing, 
they were trying to identify areas in 
the University where drugs were be-
ing abused.”

The swab test operates on the 
principle that when cocaine comes 
into contact with Cobalt Thiocy-
anate, a reaction occurs and a blue 
colour is generated. This indicates  
that cocaine has been on that sur-
face. 

Areas testing positive for co-
caine included the basement male 
and female toilets in Heslington 
Hall, the toilet in between Your-
Space and the offices of the sabbati-
cal officers, and in the male toilets 
of the new Law and Management 
School.

Positive results for the drug 
were also found in the Vanbrugh 
Stalls female toilet, as well as toi-
lets in the JB Morrell library on two 
floors, Wentworth male and female 
toilets, the Sports Centre, the Roger 

Kirk Centre, the Physics Depart-
ment, Derwent JCRC and bar, and 
B-Henry’s.

Commenting on both the sur-
vey and swab results, Kallum Tay-
lor, YUSU President, told Nouse, “I 
think the findings here show that 
we really shouldn’t be naive about 
drug usage, of all kinds, all around 
us. We should look to become much 
more informed about drugs and 
their varying effects and risks.”

He added that “We expect the 
University to do what it can to in-
form students about the effects of 
drug use and support those affected 
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They would hang me up by my private 

parts. They would leave me there.

“

“
GEORGE LOWTHER



The University is planning to trans-
form the college system at York, 
with Wentworth ceasing to be a 
postgraduate-only college.

The proposals aim to incorpo-
rate postgraduates into every col-
lege, and for Wentworth to begin 
bringing in undergraduates.

A University spokesperson said, 
“This would mean that Wentworth 
would cease to be a postgraduates-
only college. 

“However, we would like to see 
a greater number of upper year and 
postgraduate students in all the col-
leges”.

According to a University 
Spokesperson, Jane Grenville, the 
Deputy Vice Chancellor for stu-
dents, is “actively considering” the 
changes, and has held discussions 
with members of YUSU.

Kallum Taylor, YUSU President 
said, “We’ve been talking closely 
with Jane Grenville on the matter, 
the GSA, College Chairs, and Prov-
osts, and it feels to me to be a mat-
ter of ‘when’ rather than ‘if ’. College 
nine should make this slightly easier 
too; as the University continues its 
push to house more 2nd, 3rd and 
4th year students, along with post-
graduate students.”

“As far as I understand, the Uni-
versity agree with us on the benefits 
that would come with having all 
types of students spread across all of 
the colleges. It would further enrich 
the communities within them and 
add a little more meaning to the col-
lege system as we know it.”

Concerns, however have been 

raised by students about the future 
of Wentworth college as a result of 
these changes, as well as uncertainty 
over the precise details of incorpo-
rating postgraduates into the cur-
rent undergraduate colleges.

Taylor said, “Attention will need 
giving though to how the students 
will be spread across their colleges; 
will it be room by room, floor by 
floor, or block by block?”

He added, “The GSA share our 
view on the matter; as it would help 
to ease any feelings of seclusion 
felt by post grad students who cur-
rently are attached to Wentworth in 
the vast majority. We almost have a 
mini university within itself.”

The University has stated that 
postgraduates in each college will 
be “housed in dedicated flats, blocks 
or corridors”, and has assured that 
“There is no intention to ‘scrap’ any 

college.”
Recent increases in the market-

ing of on campus accommodation 
to non first-years have focused on 
the new college spaces on Hesling-
ton East, with a strategy to increase 
latter year campus residents holding 
the potential to increase revenue for 
campus Commercial Services. 

A University Spokesperson 
confirmed, “Council recently ap-
proved the construction of a 9th 
college, subject to due diligence by 
the funders.  The opening of a 9th 
college would allow us to market 
more rooms to upper year and post-
graduate students and to reduce the 
percentage of first years in college 
accommodation from 67 per cent to 
59 per cent.”

Wentworth has remained the 
only exclusively postgraduate-pop-
ulated college since its founding in 

1972, and currently houses over 560 
residents. 

However, postgraduates are 
also allowed to live in any college on 
York campus.

The University has not specified 
the proposed ratio of postgraduates 
to undergraduates under the new 
plans for the college, or the planned 
status of postgraduate accommoda-
tion off campus.
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David Hockney, popular Yorkshire 
artist has been announced as one 
of five people to be awarded honor-
ary doctorates. The ceremony will 
be held at a major event at York 
Minster in February, celebrating 
the University’s 50th anniversary, 
and incorporating performances by 
the university choir and orchestra, 
with music composed specially by 
Dr Richard Shephard, Honourary 
alumni and Director of the York 
Minster Fund.

David Hockney for 
honorary doctorate

A controversial plan to redevelop 
the site of a former car show room 
on Lawrence Street into 250-bed 
student flats was approved by the 
City Council’s Planning Committee 
November 22. An initial scheme 
was rejected two years ago after 
concern about the potential effect 
of the development upon the listed 
St. Lawrence’s Church. The site was 
squatted and a number of fires were 
started in the abandoned showroom 
last April. The Council agreed with 
recommendations proposed by 
YUSU and backed by David Levene, 
Heslington Councillor.

Squatted showroom 
for student flat revamp

The University received the Times 
Higher Education (THE) award for 
Outstanding Support for Early Ca-
reer Researchers at a ceremony last 
Thursday. The award was given on 
the merit of the new Research Lead-
ers Programme judged as the “team 
or institution that has developed 
the most innovative or exemplary 
scheme to enhance and develop 
the transferable and careers skills 
of postgraduate and postdoctoral 
researchers.” Also nominated were 
David Smith, York Chemistry Pro-
fessor for Most Innovative Teacher, 
and the Archaeology department’s 
Heritage & Homeless project for 
Widening Participation Initiative of 
the Year.

THE awards York for 
research support

University considers college overhaul
Josh Boswell  

DEPUTY EDITOR

Wentworth may no longer be an exclusively postgraduate college, with other colleges increasing their intake

YUSU President

Kallum Taylor

        We’ve been talking 

closely with Jane Gren-

ville on the matter... 

and it feels to me to 

be a matter of ‘when’ 

rather than ‘if’

“ 

 
”

Reporting by Josh Boswell

University Spokesperson

        we would like to 

see a greater number 

of upper year and 

postgraduate students 

in all the colleges

“ 
 
”

JOSH BOSWELL
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The announcement was posted on the VLE for all of the students studying the module to see, and was soon followed by an apology posted on Sunday

Amy Blumsom
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SANCHITA CHAWLA, YUSU En-
tertainment Officer, has accused 
YUSU of taking down her second 
blog entry in “the name of dirty poli-
tics”.

The Entertainments Officer 
posted a blog on Thursday 29th 
November at 20:49. This  broke 
campaigning rules, as only YUSU 
Officers and other elected chairs 
and representatives of YUSU can 
blog on the website, and campaign-
ing activity must be done through 
means accessible to all. 

After a complaint about the 
blog, it was felt by the Returning 
Officer, that rather than removing 
the Ents Officer’s blog and restrict-
ing the means by which they could 
express their views, each side would 
be allowed to post one blog putting 
forth their arguments.

The Returning Officer com-
mented:  “There was as a campaign-
ing tool that not all can access, how-
ever I am happy for each side to have 
one blog presenting their view, as 
now that there is a blog in response, 
what is presented is balanced.”

The post was made in response 
to YUSU President, Kallum Taylor’s, 
referendum on the proposed over-
haul of the position of Entertain-
ment Officer. 

Taylor, “came up with the idea 
to change how YUSU support Col-
lege ents after talking to the the Col-
lege Ents teams themselves; they’re 
the ones who put on the events, and 

that the blog would be amended by 
the Entertainments Officer, which 
was done within the hour. 

The original post was removed 
and the second post has been edited. 
In the re-posted blog Chawla had  
claimed the removal of her words 
threatened her democratic right to 
voice and expression. 

In the second post that was ed-
ited, Chawla had written: "Looks 
like someone just took that right 
away from me by deleting my post 
in the name of dirty politics. So here 
I am... once again posting to make 
my views heard after having been 
silenced once."

Chawla told Nouse that in de-
leting her blog post, YUSU had ac-
tively undermined its credibility as 
a democratic union, by “taking away 
the right of free speech and expres-
sion”. 

When asked what this indicat-
ed about the relationship between 
part-time officers and sabbs, she 
suggested that it showed YUSU to 
be a clique, closed off to most stu-
dents.

Ankita Chawla, International 
Officer, told Nouse: "When you re-
ported that YUSU was a clique, you 
were absolutely spot on as they only 
want to seem as if they are doing 
something beneficial when in real-
ity, they are only telling the student 
body what they think the student 
body wants to hear - they can talk 
the talk, but they can’t walk the 
walk."  

Chawla's position on the ref-
erenda remains on the edited blog: 
"The need for Entertainment Offic-
ers role is pertinent because we defi-
nitely help societies, so to prioritize 
colleges over societies is neither fair 
nor democratic in a representative 
institution.

Taylor said, “In the past, YUSU 
hasn’t always been great at keeping 
up with the changing needs of our 
members. The role of Ents Officer 
might once have been important, 
but now there simply isn’t a role 
there for a student representative.

“It’s not the fault of the current 
Officers that there isn’t enough to 
do, it’s the fault of the role, and its 
time we sorted it out.”

Lecturer “deeply regrets” offence caused by post

PROFESSOR GUY Halsall has 
apologised for an anouncement 
posted on the VLE which offended 
second year history students. 

In the post, Halsall describes 
himself as “probably the most signif-
icant historian of early medieval Eu-
rope under the age of 60 anywhere 
in the world”. 

The faculty member then went 
on to state; “that’s not ( just) me be-
ing cocky, but a pretty sober assess-
ment of the range and quality of my 
work”. The History Department as-
sured students that Halsall “sincere-
ly and deeply regrets any offence his 
comments may have caused.”

The post was uploaded in re-
sponse to approximately “only 60%” 
turning up to his lecture enrolled on 
the ‘End of the Roman World’ mod-
ule.

Students were told: “Given that, 
for your money, you get the chance 
to hear (probably) the most signifi-
cant historian of early medieval Eu-
rope under the age of 60 anywhere 
in the world* give 16 lectures on 
his current research, and given that 
people pay said lecturer large sums 
of money and fly him around the 
world to talk to their students, or 
to give key-note lectures at confer-
ences.”
 The historian then implied students 
are failing to appreciate an educa-
tion which “Mummy and Daddy” are 

compelled to pay “obscene amounts 
of money” for.

One second year history stu-
dent told Nouse: “I think Guy’s mes-
sage was both quite offensive and 
completely undermined the point 
he was making. 

“He had every right to be an-
noyed about lecture attendance, but 
to criticise us by saying how he was 
the world authority on his subject 
and that we were there by the grace 
of “mummy and daddy’s money” is 
absurd and appalling. I actually find 
his seminars to be engaging and 
interesting, but he has utterly de-
stroyed his reputation in my mind 
by presenting himself so smugly.”

Halsall responded: “the com-

ments made by the student you 
quote are entirely fair and justi-
fied.  S/he is quite right that my 
comments undermined my general 
point; I should not have made the 
comment in the way I did.  It was 
indeed unprofessional and offen-
sive.  I unreservedly apologise to my 
students and to my departmental 
colleagues, who take their teaching 
extremely seriously and should by 
no means be tarred with the same 
brush as me.  I am very sorry to have 
lost their respect.”

He went on to explain the cause 
of the outburst, stating it was “born 
of frustration.  I care deeply about 
my courses and I care deeply that 
my students learn something im-

portant from them that they can 
take away from the course into their 
later life.  I also care about the stu-
dents getting value for their money - 
as I too clumsily said in my message.  

“I think it is obscene that stu-
dents have to pay fees for higher 
education and I have published my 
view on this many times.  That was 
what I meant be ‘obscene sums’; it 
was not intended as a comment on 
students’ wealth or otherwise.”

 An anonymous student com-
mented, “his apology on the VLE 
posted last night has gone an enor-
mous way to restoring my faith in 
him.

“I certainly hope he doesn’t face 
any kind of diciplinary action for 

what he wrote.”
In a joint statement, History’s 

Head of Department, Stuart Car-
roll, and Chair of the Board of Stud-
ies, Stuart Ditchfield, described the 
lecturer as “among the most highly 
rated” lecturers according to stu-
dent feedback forms. 

Carroll and Ditchfield then 
went on to explain that “In this 
context, Guy’s strength of feeling 
should be seen perhaps as frustra-
tion directed at the unfamiliar pre-
dicament he found himself in - as 
a world-leading scholar and excel-
lent lecturer faced with a noticeable 
degree of non-attendance - rather 
than anger directed personally at 
students.”

COUROSAR

they’re telling me we need to change 
the system.”

On Saturday, 1st December at 
16:35, Kallum Taylor posted the 
blog putting forth the arguments for 
the motion.

At 20:09 on Saturday, the En-
tertainments Officers posted a sec-
ond blog, restating their arguments 
against the motion, which YUSU 
has confirmed “contained a number 
of personal comments, which is out-
side the campaigning rules, which 
specify that campaigning must pro-
mote or criticise the motion itself 
and not those campaigning for or 
against it.”

This action contravened what 
had previously been agreed and the 
blog was removed. 

A further blog was posted by 
the Entertainments Officer at 20:31, 
before contact could be made out-
lining the reasons for removal and 
how to proceed. 

Following a discussion between 
the Deputy Returning Officer and 
the Entertainments Officer, it was 
agreed that only one blog could be 
posted, and that this must not fea-
ture personal comments, but rather 
should focus on arguments intend-
ed to persuade people to vote either 
way on the motion. It was agreed, 

Chawla’s position on the referendum defends the current role of YUSU Entertainment officer on campus 

Officer accuses YUSU of “dirty politics”
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The University of York Liberal 
Democrats have proposed the mo-
tion which is one of four YUSU 
referenda to be voted on later this 
term.

If students vote in favour of the 
referendum then YUSU will have 
to call for the government to intro-
duce a panel to review the Misuse 
of Drugs Act 1971, and reinvest any 
resources released into effective 
education, treatment and rehabili-
tation programmes.

YUSU would also have to lobby 
for high-quality, evidence-based 
medical, psychological and social 
services for those affected by drugs 
problems, including widespread 
availability of heroin maintenance 
clinics.

Controversially, this type of 
drugs policy could mean some sub-
stances are decriminalised.

Those in favour believe that 
YUSU should call for government 
policy on drugs to be decided on the 

basis of “real scientific evidence and 
not on public perception.”

They argue a scientifically 
grounded appraisal of the “genuine 
degrees” of harmfulness between 
narcotics is needed, and serious 
consideration of the case for de-
criminalisation of certain substanc-
es following this.

Critics argue this idea is flawed 
and the possibility of legalisation of 
some drugs is dangerous and too 
big a risk to take.
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 >> Continued from front versity’s Press and Communications 
offices are located. The Vice-Chan-
cellor, Brian Cantor, has his office in 
the same building.

The findings do not necessar-
ily mean students have been taking 
the Class A drug in the toilets, but 
strongly indicate the drug’s presence 
in the swabbed areas.

However, according to Rigg, 
some cleaning fluids can have an ef-
fect on the test. He said, “if you’ve 
got a fine base cleaner, and you’re 
using it neat, rather than dissolv-
ing it in water first, and then swab 
it straight after, you’ll get a bluey-
green colour.” He added that this 
false-positive result does not occur 
with diluted cleaner, nor after the 
fluid has been left for a short period 
of time.

Nouse reporters ensured the 
tests were carried out with accuracy, 
and many of the swabs only turned 
blue when wiped over cracks or ar-
eas that cleaning products couldn’t 
reach but particles of cocaine could. 
The area around James College 
seems to be a hotspot with positive 
tests in YourSpace,  the Sports Cen-
tre, and the Roger Kirk Centre.

In the Nouse poll 43 per cent of 
students said they would support 
the legalisation of cannabis.If this 
policy were to be implemented in 
government this could potentially 
lead to the decriminalisation of 
some drugs. 

by it.”
Nearly half of students at the 

University said, in a survey carried 
out by Nouse, that they are taking 
illegal recreational drugs, while 54 
per cent  said they have taken Class 
B or higher. Notably, 16 per cent 
of students surveyed admitted to 
having taken Class A drugs such as 
MDMA or cocaine. 

The poll was carried out on 283 
students. The majority, 86 per cent, 
of the sample,  did not know the full 
consequences of being caught with 

possession of Class A, B, or C drugs 
while 11 per cent knew nothing of 
the consequences. 

Nouse tested for cocaine at loca-
tions across campus, including all 
colleges, and various departments 
and buildings. Whilst cocaine was 
found across campus, it should be 
noted many samples came up nega-
tive.

Swabs tested positive for co-
caine in the male and female toilets 
in Heslington Hall basement. This 
is the same floor on which the Uni-

Cocaine is a Class A drug, which 
means it’s illegal to have, give away 
or sell.  Our survey shows only a 
small proportion of students hon-
estly take into consideration both 
the long and short term impacts as-
sociated with illegal drugs. Cocaine 
can cause both physical and psycho-
logical complications and even leave 
you with a criminal record. 

Possession is illegal, whatever 
you’re using it for, and the penalty 
is up to five years in jail. Supplying 
someone else can get you fourteen 
years and an unlimited fine. Shar-
ing with friends, even if you don’t 
accept payment, is also considered 
‘supplying’ under the law.

Allowing other people to use 
cannabis in your house or any other 
premises is illegal and possession 
can get you up to seven years in jail. 
If the police were to catch students 
smoking cannabis in a club, they 
could prosecute the landlord.

The effects of smoking crack 
last an estimated 10 minutes, while 
cocaine lasts up to around 30 min-
utes when snorted. The long term 
consequences may outweigh the 
merits of a drug whose effects are 
relatively short-lived.

Psychological effects include an 
intense sense of euphoria, alertness 
and self-assurance. However, the 
physical consequences may include 
an increased heart rate, loss of ap-
petite and raised body temperature. 
The risk of overdose increases if co-
caine is mixed with other drugs or 

alcohol. Overuse of cocaine can lead 
to depression, anxiety and paranoia.

It takes a few hours after drug 
use for drugs to be detected in the 
urine and two to three days to clear 
your system. Generally, the exact 
length of time in which drugs can be 
detected is dependent on a number 
of variables, such as metabolic rate, 
drug dosage and how it was taken.

The risks students 
take with drugs

What is your attitude 
towards illegal recre-
ational drugs?

Do you know the legal 
consequences of getting 
caught with small quan-
tities of class A, B, and C 
drugs?

To the best of your knowl-
edge, what classes of il-
legal recreational drugs 
have you taken?

C
la

ss
 A

C
la

ss
 B

C
la

ss
 C

Getting caught in possession 
of a Class A drug such as 
Ecstasy, LSD, heroin, cocaine, 
crack or magic mushrooms may 
result in up to seven years in 
prison, a fine or both. If caught 
dealing this could lead to life in 
prison or an unlimited fine.

If found in procession of a 
Class B drug including: Am-
phetamines, Cannabis, Methyl-
phenidate (Ritalin), Pholcodine 
you could be sentenced to five 
years in prison or as many as 14 
years if you are thought to have 
dealt the drug.

Possession of Class C drugs 
including tranquilisers, some 
painkillers, Gamma hydroxy-
butyrate (GHB), Ketamine 
would mean up to two years in 
prison or an unlimited fine for 
possession and up to 14 years 
for dealing the substance.
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Student drug dealer talks business and morals
Do you deal cannabis?

Yeah I have done. 

Some would say what you’re doing 
is immoral. What do you think?

I could tell you several horror 
stories about drugs... But if I’m sell-
ing psychedelics it would depend 

very much also on what they’re 
used to. I would not want 

to give them something 
they’d have a bad time 
on, for example, and so 
I’d want to make sure 
I weigh them almost 
their own personal 
dose. 

But it’s still wrong 
isn’t it?

I’d definitely want 
to  have a chat with each 

person. I think it would just 
be irresponsible not to, really. 

I just try to give them a few words 
of advice beforehand, you know, 
don’t make any irrational decisions 
whilst you’re on it. 

I wouldn’t sell smack, for exam-
ple, or heroin. That’s not my 

cup of tea at all.

Hallucinogens?

A bit, from 
time to time. 
Just me and my 
mates really. It 
does have a bit 
of a  better of a 
profit margin, 

but in some ways 
I consider it to be 

just easier. It’s more 
fun, it’s better value. I 

think a lot of people find 

dealing quite addictive in a lot of 
ways actually. It’s an adrenaline 
rush for some people. For others, it 
is purely economical, and they do 
just need the money. It’s definitely 
been a mixture of the two at times.

Cannabis in particular is very 
much built around friendship net-
works, especially in drug dealing. 
Well, maybe not friendship groups – 
they may not like each other per say 
- but there’s people they’d rather do 
business with than others, so they’ll 
choose their preference.

Is it different to a normal busi-
ness relationship, in that buyers 
come to  you?

Yeah, very much. Yeah, it’s com-
pletely backwards in some ways… 

I wouldn’t necessarily want to 
invest that much of my own cash in 
it, and have to invest that much of 
my time. 

How would you be affected by the 
legalisation of cannabis?

I definitely think it should be 
decriminalised at the least, and if 
it was legalised I’d love to open up 
a little coffee shop somewhere, sell 
coffee, and let people chill out and 
maybe have a couple of joints. 

And I’d still say that adrenaline 
rush would be there, but it wouldn’t 
be about criminality, it would be 
more about the adrenaline rush of 
‘Oh my god I’m setting up a busi-
ness’.

How do you deal with the money?

A lot of money can be spent 
cash in hand, on things people 
would never check up on. Like, buy-
ing a TV, and then with the legiti-
mate savings on the books as well, 

maybe paying for a car. 

What kind of volumes have you 
bought in the past?

The price cuts down a lot de-
pending on how much you buy. I 
tended to get in with another mate 
who’s buying a big order at the same 
time, so I’d be able to get it at the 
discount prices. So I didn’t often in-
vest actually a huge amount of capi-
tal to do that. But I have done in the 
past. I did buy probably about five to 
nine ounces in a go, then restocking 
every other day, every three days. 

And in terms of cash flow?

Maybe if you end up going a bit 
over, you’ll go oh OK, maybe can 
tick you this month, if you know the 
person well enough, and like you’ll 
have a conversation with him saying 
it’ll take me this long. And a lot of 
the time, most people will be quite 
chilled about it, depending on how 
well you know the person. 

Isn’t that very dangerous?

The vast majority will not tick 
unless they know you, and you’ve 
bought smalls from them. But a 
lot of people will tick thousands of 
pounds worth of MDMA or cocaine, 
but a lot of people won’t because 
it’s very dangerous. I’ve had friends 
who have moved around the coun-
try to try and avoid the ability to 
be found by people whilst they try 
and find the money. You can get 
into quite serious trouble with some 
people.

What affects your price?

Different cities do vary signifi-
cantly. The biggest contributor to 

price tends to be how much ‘com-
petition’ there is. If the police are 
particularly active then it’s more 
common for people just keep it a 
bit more quiet and to change their 
dealing style or locations. If there 
has been a raid it may be dry for a 
couple of days. If a city is a ‘grow 
city’ then it tends to be cheaper. 
London tends to be more expensive. 
This could be due to London being 
more expensive to live in so needing 
a greater mark up, as a sort of Lon-
don waiting as it were. But also to 
a much lesser extent things like ac-
cessibility factor in - is there a dock?  
Is it small enough to stay under the 
radar?

Do you use product differentia-
tion?

I have definitely done that in the 
past, and known a lot of people to 
do that in the past, although what 
I find is that a lot of people can get 
tired doing that, and one doesn’t 
sell so well, and so they just end up 
stocking on one, which will end up 
just being a nicer one. A lot of the 
time it tends to be more negotiated 
around who they feel comfortable 
doing their business with.

Do you want to move up the food 
chain?

Nah, it seems like it would be 
too much work. And I want to do 
more with my life than just drugs, to 
be honest. There’s definitely more to 
life than drugs.

Josh Boswell

Do you agree with the 
University policy on 
student illegal recrea-
tional drug use?

NUMBER OF STU-
DENTS THAT HAVE 
SOLD DRUGS:

12
NUMBER OF STU-
DENTS REPRIMAND-
ED BY POLICE OR 
ANOTHER ORGANI-
SATION: 

NUMBER OF STU-
DENTS SURVEYED:

280

9

Strongly Agree 19%

Agree 
44%

Indifferent 
26% Disagree 10%

Strongly disagree 1%

Cocaine HotspotsAccuracy, I 

would put at 95 

per cent. Virtu-

ally every po-

lice force in the 

coun- try uses 

us. We’ve had 

positive results 

from Parliament, 

courts, police 

headquarters all 

over.

“

 
”

Founder-Director

Crackdown Drugs Testing

David Rigg
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BOB HUGHES, YUSU Welfare Of-
ficer, posted to his blog on Friday re-
garding a “general culture of sexism” 
on campus.

Hughes drew specific attention 
to the @OverheardYork Twitter ac-
count, which posts parts of conver-
sations that are claimed to be over-
heard around the University of York 
campus. The account has come un-
der fire recently from many students 
for making sexist or otherwise de-
rogatory jokes, often at the expense 
of feminism.

An example was this tweet, 
“How many feminists does it take to 
change a lightbulb? None, feminists 
can’t change anything.”

Hughes made it clear that the 
blog post wasn’t about censoring 
@OverheardYork, but rather about 
the “insidious” comments which 
have been said around campus and 
“picked up by them”, quoting two of 
their tweets about feminists needing 
sex. However, it is unclear whether 
the conversations tweeted by the 
account are genuine, as there has 
been a lot of speculation that they 
are made up, as they often tweet to 
remind their followers that they are 
simply posting “satire”.

The Overheard account appears 
to be particularly controversial and 

has been getting in twitter argu-
ments with other users. In one, it 
said, “you are incredibly stupid. its a  
fucking satirical account.”

Another tweet said, “overheard 
is a bit battered&bruised after that 
attack from the feminists” “Yea who 
knew kitchen and cleaning utensils 
could hurt so much”.

The aim of the blog post seems 
to be to raise awareness of sexism on 
campus and to make students think 

a little more about how what they 
say may be construed. The post re-
fers to the Everyday Sexism Project, 
claiming that it shows that sexist re-
marks are “disproportionately and 
consistently levelled at women.” 

A yet to be published YUSU 
study into sexual harassment was 
also cited, which apparently shows 
that 97.5 per cent of students would 
not report an incident of harass-
ment.

An example of the types of tweets sent by the @OverheardYork account which have offended many students 

Students seem to be much more 
vocal about this topic on Twitter, 
with one first year tweeting to Bob 
Hughes’ YUSU Twitter account say-
ing “… tell me that [OverheardYork] 
do not exhibit sexual harassment” 
and another tweeting “… @Over-
heardYork makes me ashamed to be 
a York student”. 

However, another student 
tweeted to Overheard saying: “If 
anybody gets upset over satire, go to 

Harry Gallivan 

DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

costcutter and buy a box of tampax,” 
showing a split attitude towards sex-
ist “jokes” in the university.

Hughes commented: “Regard-
less of student opinion, the Welfare 
Officer is obviously seriously con-
cerned about sexism on campus and 
explicitly stated that it is something 

our Union does not stand for. I get 
that they may be made in jest, but 
there is something so much more 
widespread and insidious about 
comments like these. It’s not just an 
odd comment here or there. “

He added; “Yes, there are broad 
and sometimes demeaning general-
isations made about men, but if the 
Everyday Sexism Project shows us 
anything, it’s that these comments 
are disproportionately, and consist-
ently, levelled at women.”

“Jokes are jokes, yes, but sexism 
is sexism, and this is something our 
Union does not stand for.”

Welfare officer criticises sexist tweets
ALAN ROSTRON

Twitter account that claims to listen to conversations has come under fire 

         Jokes are jokes, 

yes, but sexism is sex-

ism, and this is some-

thing our Union does 

not stand for.

“

 
”

YUSU Welfare Officer
Bob Hughes

A LETTER will be sent to students 
informing them of some changes to 
the way maintenance is being re-
ported. 

  However the university have 
not gone as far as Kallum Taylor, 
YUSU President, would have like 
them to.  Taylor commented on the 
problems: “After requesting for the 
University to deliver some form of 
correspondence to students, I am 
told that this will be acted on.”

Although Taylor says the Uni-
versity told him they would act, 
a University spokesperson only 
confirmed that a limited measure 
of an out of hours phone line at 
Goodricke and Langwith receptions 
to Derwent Facilities Management 
for maintenance issues.

The University have subcon-
tracted the maintenance of Lang-
with College to a private company, 
Derwent Facilities Management. 

This company require students 
to telephone an ‘0843’ number for 
urgent maintenance issues. Calls 
are charged at 40p per minute from 
mobile phones.

Peter Gould, a forth year stu-
dent living in Langwith,  spent over 
£40.00 in the last few months re-
porting the absence of heating or 
water. On every occasion, they had 
been “extremely unhelpful and un-
sympathetic.”

The accommodation on Hes-
lington East has been subject to 
harsh criticism this term, with con-
cerns over  the lack of a cash point or 
permanent shop.

 Taylor has announced a tempo-
rary shop will be introduced at the 
beginning of next term and that stu-
dents can now get cash back. How-
ever, there is a push for a permanent 
shop and cashpoint. 

Last week, the water was turned 
off in Goodricke and many students 
have complained about a lack of wi-
fi connectivity. Jack Baker, outgoing 
Langwith Chair, has put forward 
a motion to referenda calling for 
YUSU to lobby for 24 hour porter-
ing.

Despite a successful lobby-
ing campaign for more services by 
YUSU, there have been problems 
with the bus stops at Hes East. The 
flooding of Heslington Way has 
caused problems along with repairs 
to the road itself due to damage to 

the surface brick. 
Taylor commented: “YUSU can 

only go back and forth, passing stu-
dents’ complaints and views onto 
the University, and then returning 
their responses, so many times.” 

“It reaches a point were the Uni-
versity has to either a) sort out the 
recurring problems which are get-
ting really annoying now or b) hold 
their hands up, say they know there 
are things wrong, explain what is 
going wrong, and that they’re doing 
their best to sort it out.”

“Until further attention is given 
to Hes East outside of having some 
excellent departmental buildings, 
and smart-looking accommodation; 
YUSU won’t be going away, and nei-
ther will the complaints; they’ll be 
getting louder.”

ROBBOPHOTOS

Hes East maintenance complaints



AN AMERICAN student intern re-
cruitment agency,  Southwestern 
Advantage, has been found to be po-
tentially misleading and exploiting 
York students.

The company, as reported by 
Nouse, came under fire last year af-
ter attempting to illicitly recruit stu-
dents in lectures.

Headquartered in Nashville, 
Tennessee, the company has been 
banned by four different student 
unions throughout the UK, includ-
ing Durham and Edinburgh.

The company offers a sum-
mer ‘internship’ on the premise of 
providing, “Extraordinary financial 
opportunity, Personal growth and a 
career path trajectory,” according to 
the website.

However, the contract offered 
by Southwestern Advantage states 
that any students who sign up are 
“not an employee of Southwestern 
Advantage,” and that Southwestern 
is in no way liable for those who act 
on behalf of the company.

The contract states that as a 
“lender”, the student is a wholesale 
purchaser of educational books, 

rather than an employee.
The students are then expected 

to operate as door-to-door salesper-
sons, with students working up to 
80 hours a week, under the guise of 
an internship, whilst Southwestern 
Advantage provide no travel costs, 
insurance or accommodation.

The safety of the interns has 
been questioned, with one anony-
mous former intern claiming that a 
prospective customer “calmly pulled 

out a rifle and pointed it at my head.”
Another claimed that due to the 

excessive working hours, it had a 
substantial impact on their health:

“By the end of summer, I had 
lost 15 pounds, and my periods 
stopped completely. It took about 
three months alone afterwards to 
fully recover from the impact it had 
on my body.”

A University spokesperson re-
vealed: “Careers is aware of South-

western and the offer they have been 
making to students for a number of 
years now.   

The university has met their 
representatives and viewed their 
contracting procedures. 

“We are satisfied that there are 
safeguards, including a parental 
consent form, that mean it would 
be extremely difficult for a student 
to end up in the USA without hav-
ing understood what is expected of 

them.”
The university went on to admit 

Southwestern’s management are the 
first to admit that their offer is not 
for everyone and that it represents 
a challenging, target-based sales 
experience many students at York 
might find uncomfortable.  

“However, for those students 
who are motivated by, and fully in-
formed of, the content Southwest-
ern’s work the experience can be 
rewarding and we have met and had 
positive discussions with York stu-
dents and alumni who feel the chal-
lenge was valuable to them.  

“As an institution we would not 
wish to deny these students access 
to understanding this opportunity. “

The company has been em-
broiled in controversy relating to its 
treatment of students, through bul-
lying and intimidation tactics. 

An entire website, www.south-
westerncompanytruth.com,  has 
been set up, featuring hundreds 
of testimonials from students who 
have bad experiences with the com-
pany to warn those enticed by the 
program.

However, some York students 
have already participated in the pro-
gram, and have gone on to become 
student managers participating in a 
second summer of book sales.

The university added: “If a stu-
dent feels they have been actively 
misled by any employer we would 
encourage them to contact Careers 
as soon as possible so that we could 
take action to withdraw any services 
we offer to them.”

Controversial company targets York students
Alexander Watkins
NEWS REPORTER 

PETER IVESON

www.ey.com/uk/careers
Tuesday 4 December 2012NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         

News

www.nouse.co.uk8

University Spokesperson

        employer literature 

must be clear and their 

represntatives honest
“
 

”

IN RESPONSE to York’s Quality 
Bus Partnership’s (QBP) continu-
ous display of poor services, the City 
Council have launched a bus im-
provement survey .
 The council have proposed 
they take matters in their own hands 
and run the buses themselves if the 
situation doesn’t improve.
 Complaints have been 
made of the company’s delays and 
lack of time-keeping. 

The recent discontinuation of 
First’s Number 4 free Heslington 
West to Heslington East bus route 
has caused further disgruntlement 
amongst students about the bus ser-
vices in York. The change in services 
has meant that there are more fre-
quent buses from Heslington West 
to the city centre, but inconven-
iences students going to Heslington 
East.

However after lobbying from 
YUSU, UniBus have agreed to more 
frequent services to Heslington 
East. From the start of next term 
services during the daytime will 
increase from every 10 minutes to 
every seven minutes.

Results from the survey re-
vealed numbers of passengers have 
been steadily declining over the past 
five years, despite attempts by the 
authorities to promote public trans-
port in the city.  It has been suggest-
ed there should be new agreements 

set in place between the council and 
bus firms to improve the standards, 
which are currently deemed to be 
unacceptable. They are planning 
on putting forward a bus strategy 
“making clear exactly what is ex-
pected from bus services across the 
city.”

Tracy Simpson-Laing, the 
council’s deputy leader, also stated: 
“Only where this is not delivering 
results will we pursue a Quality 
Contract Scheme, which would give 
the council more powers over bus 
services, including frequency and 

routes.”
There is “widespread dissatis-

faction” over areas such as bus fares 
and evening and Sunday services, 
according to Transport Planning 
Ltd and the TAS partnership; issues 
which should no longer be over-
looked.

If bus fares were to change this 
could have an effect on students liv-
ing off camous who do not use the 
University bus services. Currently 
students have to pay a higher price 
on other services compared to the 
bus routes that run to campus.

Council to review Bus service
Nicole Sørlie
NEWS REPORTER 

From the start of next term services during the day will run every seven minutes

COUROSAR

COUROSAR

The company which has been banned by four students’ unions has been tryigng to recruit students at York



Significant increase in student rent 
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TWO UNIVERSITY of York under-
graduates are seeking to improve 
student employability by creating a 
student-run consultancy business. 

Dominic Falcao and Ross Mor-
rison, both third year PPE students, 
are currently in the process of setting 
up ‘York Community Consulting’ as 
an antidote to what they describe as 
the  “vicious cycle for management 
consultancy”.

Falcao explains that for stu-
dents hoping to break into consul-
tancy, “lack of experience makes it 
difficult to get experience, and think 
this is the most practical and social-
ly beneficial way to break the chain”.

The non-profit organisation 
will allow students to gain experi-
ence in the field, by advising charita-
ble organisations, student start-ups 
and companies looking to improve 
their social impact. 

To ensure that they are quali-
fied enough to do the job, Falcao 
aims to recruit an advisory board of 
professionals from consulting and 
industry, to provide basic training to 
the students.

Despite similar organisations 
existing in LSE, Australia, Germany, 
China and the US, ‘York Community 
Consulting’ remains based on a very 
new concept and will be the first  
UK student-run consultancy out-
side of London. 

Sofia Geraghty

DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Students launch 
consultancy !rm

THE COST of renting on campus 
student accommodation has risen 
in the last ten years. 

A decade ago a standard room 
at the University would cost £7.64 a 
night. The cost is now £12.87.

The cost of renting a room with 
an en-suite has more than doubled 
with the cost rising from £8.41 per 
night to £17.70 per night.

A recent survey conducted by 
the National Union of Students 
(NUS) into accommodation costs 
for students living away from home 
has found that the prices for stu-
dent accommodation have doubled 
throughout the UK. 

The NUS/Unipol Accommoda-
tion Costs Survey has documented 
accommodation prices from all over 
the UK for the past thirty years, and 
is able to provide an intelligible view 
of the national student accommoda-
tion market. For the 2011/2012 sur-
vey, the NUS collated data from an 
estimated 81 per cent of the entire 
market.

According to the survey, prices 
for the cheapest student accom-
modation have, on average, risen 
by 23 per cent in two years, since 
2009/2010. The average cost of a 
basic room to let for a year is now 
£3,980.

Private providers have also seen 
considerable growth in the past 
ten years, surging from accounting 
for only 4 per cent of the market in 
2003, to 39 per cent in 2011-2012. 

The role as the main provider 

Anwen Baker
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Festive cheer was all around at the 
RAG Winter Wonderland, held in 
The Courtyard on Saturday 1st De-
cember.

A variety of events were held 
throughout the day including 
screenings of Christmas films, a per-
formance of PantSoc’s Hansel and 

Gretel, and a Christmas market fea-
turing a wide range of stalls.

 The RAG team ran an Ad-
vent calendar raffle and there was 
a stall for festive face painting. The 
Real Ale Society was on hand, sell-
ing Christmas ale and mulled cider. 
Knit Soc was also in attendance with 
knitted Christmas decorations, and 
there was a variety of cakes being 
sold, all to raise money for RAG.

The University Brass Band kept 
the crowd entertained with Christ-
mas classics such as Jingle Bells and 
Away in a Manger. Other University 
musicians performed throughout 
the event, including the Samba So-
ciety.

The money raised from the 
Winter Wonderland event will go 
towards the charities supported by 
RAG, such as Shelter, Survive and 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Becky Mursell, a RAG volunteer 
and organiser commented ‘We’re re-
ally pleased with the event so far. 
Attendance is looking good and 
we’re aiming to raise around £1000 
- £2000. 

“We’re hopeful for the future of 
the Winter Wonderland event, so 
next year it’ll be even better!”

of first-year accommodation, previ-
ously reserved for the universities, 
is under challenge from the private 
sector, and good quality accommo-
dation is vital for students. However, 
with the increase in price affecting 

even the lower-cost accommoda-
tion, universities are in danger of 
alienating those who cannot afford 
the rise.

The survey has established 
that the overall average weekly rent 
has risen by 25 per cent in the last 
three years. In the academic year 
2009/2010, the typical rent for a 
student was just under £100, but 
this grew to £123.96 in the academ-
ic year 2012/2013.

Due to the recent tuition fee 
rise, implemented by the govern-
ment, there has been a fall in ap-
plications to university, and the 
purpose-built sector has seen a fall 
in demand. However, even with a 
12 per cent reduction in student 
admissions for the most recent aca-
demic year, there are still 1.7 million 
students who apply for university-
owned accommodation each year.

With the latest modifications to 
university costs, students are now 
paying much more for the university   
experience because the cap on tui-
tion fees has been set by the govern-
ment at three times higher than pre-
viously, and very little seems to have 
accounted for the increase. Students 
are paying increasingly more for 
their accommodation, throughout 
university, and as the private sector 
of this market expands, so will its 
influence over the cost of university-
owned accommodation.

ANWEN BAKER

Alex Slingsby 
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CARLO562

Walking in a RAG Winter Wonderland

The cost of renting student accomodation has increased in recent years



You’re two weeks in to the job.
Are you already bogged down?

Yeah, well it’s a big job. I 
think the key is to try and focus 
on what you need to do, and to 
try not to bite off too much too 
soon. I’ve filled up a notebook 
virtually already!

Why did you decide to run?

In my old business – not my 
new business, my old business – I 
used to do a lot of work in com-
munities with a lot of crime, so 
in areas where there was a lot of 
high economic deprivation and I 
worked with a whole load of peo-
ple in public sector organisations, 
and saw the effect that crime has 
on people, so you have an interest 
when you meet people and you 
hear their stories. I’ve been do-
ing that sort of work since 2007, 
so when this came up, I thought 
‘well that looks really interesting’. 
I thought I’d have a go.

Does your party affiliation 
matter? 

I suppose, I stood as a Con-
servative and I am a Conserva-
tive, but in terms of what I’m do-
ing locally, there’s actually been 
nothing, no… nothing from the 
Conservatives in central office 
actually. Nothing. I think the La-
bour Party, their PCCs all went 
down to London on the Monday 
after the election and they all met 
together as a group, we haven’t 
done that. 

It’s a new role. I mean my 
approach is quite different for ex-
ample to the chap in West York-
shire. And also it’s a local reform, 
so it is very much driven by what 
you need in your local communi-
ties. We’ve certainly had no in-
structions of any shape or form 
that this is how you should do 
it. The only thing that is driving 
what we are doing is the needs in 
our communities, the force that 
you have, and the legislation. 

The government’s very much 
seeing it as a local reform. I’ll 
meet my fellow PCCs at a meet-
ing tomorrow, but that’s all the 
PCCs from across the UK, so it’s 
not a party-political meeting. But 
that will be the first time that I’ve 
met all the other Conservative 
PCCs. 

That has surprised me. I 
thought, because I stood for Par-
liament in 2010, and when you 
stand as a parliamentary candi-
date you are there to explain the 
national manifesto and deliver 
on that manifesto, whereas this 
is just completely different. And 
actually that surprised me, to be 
frank. All the money that I’ve 
raised has been locally raised; 
I’ve had no central funding. The 
deposit was raised locally.

How is your role relevant for 
crime involving students - bike 
theft, street lighting - and how 

will you tackle crime against 
students?

The lighting and housing 
is council, so the police have to 
work really closely with City of 
York Council to make sure that 
the relevant alleyways, whatever 
it is, are lit, and that you feel safe 
in those areas. And the organisa-
tion in York that does that 
is the Safety York part-
nership. But you’ve got 
your local policing teams 
who deliver, hopefully, 
what you need here on 
campus. So you should 
see your PCSOs on cam-
pus, which I think you 
do?

No.

They’ve 
just launched 
student watch, 
which will involve 
the PCSOs. But one of 
the things I’m doing, and 
this works really well in 
some areas already, so 
it’s not something the 
police are not doing, 
is to make sure offic-
ers are going to places 
regularly where they c a n 
meet people, and where they can 
talk to people.

So your local neighbourhood 
policing teams should know 
what’s going on, and what stu-
dents are concerned and worried 
about. So if that’s not happening 
I can feed that back in. But I can’t 
tell the police officers where to go 
and what to do. 

How are you going to deal with 
the problem of drugs on cam-
pus?

I think that is a really dif-
ficult thing, because what the 
police need is intelligence about 
what is going on, so that they 
can do something about it, and 
obviously that requires students 
coming forward and talking to 
the police. And so if people are 
concerned about that, that’s the 
thing to do.

And if more evidence comes to 
light, will there be a police re-
sponse?

If students are saying to po-
lice, look, we think there’s a real 
problem with drugs on cam-
pus, can I come and talk to you 
about it, and you explained what 

was going on, and the 
police felt that what you 
were saying was of real concern 
to them then they would take you 
up on it, I’m sure. I’ve only got 
the anecdotal evidence of what 
people have been saying to me, 
but it would be something that 
I’d be concerned about.

It’s the dealers that the po-
lice focus on, and if you’ve got 
evidence of dealing on campus 
then that is the thing that you 
need to feed back to the police, 
and they’ll take that seriously I’m 
pretty sure... drug users are some 
of the highest reoffenders, and 
it’s the PCC’s job to try and bring 
down crime.

Was the turnout at the elec-
tions disappointing for 
you?

I think it was disap-
pointing for all Police and 
Crime Commissioners, I 
mean of course I would 
have liked to have seen a 
higher turnout. 

I think part of the problem 
is that the government 
was saying they’re re-
placing the polic-
ing authorities, 
and nobody’s 
heard of the po-
lice authorities. 
They’re these 
invisible bodies 
and they’re not 
accountable. But 
that doesn’t mean 
anything to any-

body because they haven’t heard 
of them. So what you’ve got to do 
is demonstrate to people what a 
difference it will make in their 
communities. And I would hope 
that by the end of my term peo-
ple will see that I’ve been very 
focused on what people need and 
want from their policing force. 
And actually the police are very 

up for that.
One of the main rea-

sons behind this whole 
reform was to release 

local policing from the di-
rection of the home office. 
So those shackles of the 
Home Office have been 

relieved to a certain ex-
tent.

Are you con-
cerned about 
r e l e a s i n g 

those “shack-
les” when the 

force has recently 
come under scrutiny, 

been criticised by the 
Inspectorate of the Con-
stabulary, and has been 

described in Parliament 
as “that particularly du-
bious constabulary”?

I suspect that that 
might have been a lord. A par-
ticular lord. Is it Lord Maginnis? 
Well, there you go then.

But there have been problems 
with the North Yorkshire po-
lice. The word ‘corruption’ has 
been bandied around.

 There have been problems 
with North Yorkshire police, par-
ticularly with the senior officers. 
Ninety-nine per cent of the poli-
cy officers in North Yorkshire are 
hardworking, honest individuals 
full of integrity. But there has 
been a problem with some of the 

senior officers, and 
actually one 

of the rea-
sons why 

I wanted 

to stand was to make sure there 
was a clean break with the old 
police authority, which in my 
view did not fulfil its scrutiny 
role sufficiently. I think those 
chief officers got away with some 
things that are completely unac-
ceptable.

But I think that to tar the 
police force in North Yorkshire 
as dubious is really misleading, 
and that quote, I would not agree 
with.

Those are quite major changes 
you are talking about. In terms 
of the vote share, you won by 58 
per cent, but that is only eight 
per cent of the population. Do 
you think you have the man-
date for it?

Well the police authority has 
had no votes, and that’s a step bet-
ter than where we were before… 
and as I said before, I think the 
key thing is to make sure that I 
fulfil my role, and that we engage 
with people properly. In North 
Yorkshire I can tell you there’s a 
strong will to change things and 
to think differently.

So you disagree with Ruth Pot-
ter who was running against 
you, when she said “I think 
from the voting it’s obvious 
that people do not want a Police 
and Crime Commissioner”?

Well I would say back to 
Ruth Potter, why did she stand if 
she was so against it in the first 
instance? I think Ruth Potter was 
put there by the Labour party to 
stand, her whole campaign was 
very political, mine was deliber-
ately not political. And I am now 
acting under oath to act impar-
tially on behalf of everybody, so 
if Ruth has got a particular polic-
ing issue she wants to talk to me 
about I am more than happy to 
talk with her.

What are the key actions you 
will take on behalf of students?

I would like to make sure 
that you have that relationship 
and contact with the police that 
you need. If there are any par-
ticular key issues that you think 
need tackling, like the drugs, 
then I can feed that back into the 
police locally and see if they can 
take action on that. But also to 
make sure that the partnership 
working around those broader 
support areas that you talked 

about so for example the 
housing and the lighting, is 

working for you. 
And also, if there are 

any issues or problems 
that you want to raise, 
then you can come to 
me and I can try to 
feed that back into the 
police on your behalf. 
So a voice for students 
if you like, in the po-
lice.

The Politics of Crime
!e PCC elections failed to attract interest but they still have a job to do. Josh Boswell and Neil Johnston caught up 

with Julia Mulligan, North Yorkshire PCC, to "nd out how she will protect students, and if she really has a mandate.

if you’ve got 
evidence of dealing 
on campus then that 
is the thing that you 
need to feed back to 
the police ”
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a difference however. Refugee Ac-
tion York, RAY, works closely with 
STAR. On Sundays, RAY hosts a 
drop-in centre for local refugees 
who are mainly of Turkish descent. 

As a result of being a part of the 
society, I’ve had the chance to meet 
fascinating people and learn an in-
credible amount. After the English 
teaching lessons for adults, one-to-
one support, and children’s activi-
ties, everybody joins together for a 
shared meal, easily the best part of 
the day as it provides a chance to 
mingle and mix around in a chilled 
setting.

What’s more, it is so satisfying 
to see that the work RAY does actu-
ally makes a genuine difference to 
the people who attend. Moving to 
new country where you don’t speak 
the language and have few relatives 
is extremely difficult, but RAY helps 
these people hugely by being ex-
tremely welcoming and providing 
the means for the refugees to im-
prove their English skills, and find 
their feet as a result.           

Many displaced people never 
make it to safety and a large portion 
of those that do are held in deten-
tion while decisions are made about 

their fate. There are 11 immigration 
removal centres across the UK. At 
the end of 2011, according to the 
Refugee Council,  2,419 people had 
been detained and 99 children had 
entered detention, of which 64 were 
asylum detainees.

The STAR National Fundrais-
ing Week is running from December 
1st to the 9th. Here in York, we will 
kick-start the week with a screen-
ing of the film Dirty Pretty Things, 
Monday 3rd December in P/T/005 
at 6.30pm.

I WAS first inspired to learn more 
about refugees when I read the book 
Do they hear you when you cry?  by 
Fauziya Kassindja, a harrowing per-
sonal account of one woman who 
fled from the injustices in her home 
village only to find herself facing 
more injustice when she escaped to 
United States. 

Student Action for Refugees 
(STAR) UK is a national student so-
ciety with a mission to raise aware-
ness of the issues faced by refugees, 
and to provide students with the 
means to make a difference in the 
lives of refugees in the UK. Getting 
involved with national campaigns 
is a big part of this, and the cam-
paign we are focusing on this term 
is Equal Opportunities: Access to 
Higher Education. But STAR is also 
concerned to make an impact at a 
local level, and in York, we’re run-
ning English language classes for 
refugees - which we’re always re-
cruiting for.

Our work ties with the national 
campaign, which fights for the right 
of refugees to develop skills while 
they’re in the UK, either to contrib-
ute in the workplace here or to de-
velop in their country of origin, as 
we believe no one’s potential should 
be wasted as a result of their ethnic 
background or refugee status.

For me, STAR is a wonderful 
way to meet people with similar 
concerns who are really committed 

to making this kind of change hap-
pen - change that I think really is 
important, because, as students we 
often take for granted how privi-
leged we are. 

Despite popular fears and 
alarming newspaper headlines 
about refugees, they made up a 
tiny proportion of net immigration 
to the UK in 2011 (about three per 
cent). According to the UNHCR 
Global Trends 2011, there were an 
estimated 195,500 refugees in the 
UK last year – only about 0.26 per 
cent of the population.

But these are people who have 
legally and successfully applied for 
asylum in the UK because they are 
in danger in their countries of ori-
gin. Refugees are one of the most 
disadvantaged groups living in the 
UK. Their lives are often full of un-
certainty, alongside the worry of de-
portation. 

Alongside this harsh reality, a 
single adult asylum seeker receives 
£36.62 a week from the state in 
comparison with the absolute mini-
mum £67.50 per week provided 
for single unemployed UK citizens. 
Asylum seekers do not have permis-
sion to work in the UK – they are 
therefore barred from earning taxa-
ble income which would contribute 
to the UK economy and from taking 
on work whether they are willing or 
not.

Good organisations are making Charmaine Lartey
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OddSoc: Viva Voce

What’sOn

This year, Viva Voce has been spotted dancing with a giant ear and a giant pair of 
lips on sticks, getting people to decorate cupcakes with a blindfold on and wandering 
around in Viva Voce hoodies - all part of a master marketing plan. Because we don’t 
just need writers for our unique audio magazine - we need people to record, to read 
aloud, to edit, and to help publicise us! Freshers’ Fair was record breaking for us in 
sign-ups, but anybody who wants to get involved with us is very welcome as we always 
need more writers and readers - in fact they can find us on Facebook (by searching 
Viva Voce York), add us on Twitter (VivaVoce2) or email the committee at vivavoce@
yusu.org. So far this year, we have also had a lovely natter with York Blind and Partially 
Sighted Society about how we can work with them to advertise our magazine. They 
have an amazing centre where they help blind and partially sighted individuals to find 
equipment and resources to help them in their day to day lives, as well as offering a 
chat with people who understand. As an audio-magazine, we need to have connections 
with Blind and Partially Sighted Societies everywhere so we have decided to start local 
and work upwards.

Student Action for Refugees (STAR) UK has a mission to raise awareness of the issues faced by refugees in York

A lecture by Prof. Ed Corrigan

Followed by drinks on campus

5/12/12   19.30 - 20.30   P/T/005

contact maths@yusu.org

‘10’
THE MOST IMPOR-
TANT NUMBER IN 
THE UNIVERSE?

UoY Men’s Cricket Club

Campus Sports Hall, James

4/12/12 15.30 - 17.30
7/12/12 14.30 - 16.30

cricket@yusu.org

ALL-ABILITIES
TRAINING SESSION

GREENLAND

A play by Howard Brenton

6/12/12  19.30
8/12/12  14.30

Black Box Studio, TFTV, Hes East

Tickets:  YorkTheatreRoyal.com

DANCESPORT

D/N/028

4/12/12 18.30   Beginner
 19.30   Intermediate
 20.30   Advanced

£3 for first hour
£1 for each further hour

DANCE SOC 
CHRISTMAS 
SHOWCASE

8/12/12 19.00

Roger Kirk Centre

Tickets £5 at www.yusu.org

Ballroom
& Latin
Lessons

THE VAGINA 
MONOLOGUES

AUDITIONS

4/12/12 19.00 - 21.00 AEW/011
5/12/12 19.00 - 21.00 ATB/037a
6/12/12 19.00 - 21.00 W/035d

Cast, crew, and campaign team

Performance Week 7 Drama Barn

HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACT 

vs 
BRITISH BILL 
OF RIGHTS

DEBATE
14/12/12

17.30

York St John
Fountains Lecture Theatre
Fountains Learning Centre

York Student Cinema

7/12/12  19.30  P/X/001

£3 entry

ANNA KARENINA
SKA/JAZZ

JAMNESTY
New Roots / Dandy and 
De Lions / Montego Bay

In support of 

Amnesty International

5/12/12  21.00 
The
Graduate

TECHNOLOGY 
MEETUP
6/12/12  18.30  Ron Cooke Hub

Informal meet for those with a 
passion for technology in York

foundationsyork.eventbrite.co.uk

My Term with the University of York Brass Band
2012 has been a great year so far for !e UYBB – before term even started, we gath-

ered the old guard for a gig in town with the local charity ‘York Against Charity’, 
which garnered crowds of singing locals and dancing children. !e band is sound-
ing fantastic, and Armistice Day saw the UYBB’s "rst paid gig of the year. In a 
convoy of cars and a cramped minibus we travelled to the village of Easingwold to 
march in their Remembrance Day parade, with Brownies, Air Cadets and Scouts 
making up the cohort. Stephen Macdonald and Graeme Osborn played the Last 
Post beautifully. I wonder who it’ll be next year...

If you have any questions, or are interested in joining the band – check us out 
on twitter #!eUYBB, facebook.com/uybrassband, or website: www.uybb.co.uk.
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W
ith the ever rising number 
of faith schools in Britain, 
Richard Dawkins calls 

on society to reconsider the conse-
quences of faith in schools. 

Dawkins states that in about 
7,000 publicly funded schools, one 
out of three is affiliated with reli-
gion, and the coalition is only plan-
ning for more faith-based education 
in the future. His recent concerns 
lie primarily with the idea that chil-
dren are being shoe-horned into 
religion all for the sake of getting a 
good education.

There are several factors which 
have not been taken into account 
in Dawkins’ argument.  It’s simply 
illogical to make a sweeping gen-
eralisation about faith schools and 
presume that they’re indoctrinat-
ing irrational belief into the minds 
of school children. Whereas in re-

ality, the irrational decision lies in 
the hands of the parents who know 
perfectly well what they’re signing 
their children up for. In some cases, 
parents may even think there’s a lot 
more ‘indoctrinating’ that goes on 
than what plays out in reality.  

Pulling apart all the ties this 
country still has with Christianity 
seems to have become a default re-
action, because it doesn’t reflect the 
values or beliefs of many people in 
Britain today. It’s deemed to be of-
fensive and restricting and forces 
children to conform to a belief 
which they do not hold as their own. 

Parents often choose to send 
their children to faith schools be-
cause they provide a better level of 
teaching and pastoral care. Howev-
er, it would be naive to suggest they 
are unaware of the Christian ethos 
and sense of traditionalism that 

generally comes with them. 
Another thing to consider 

would be the varying degree of re-
ligion in faith schools. There are 
some schools which require families 
to go to church and attain a signa-
ture from a vicar to confirm their 
attendance. This then is a ridicu-
lous notion if parents feel they have 
to act in pretence in order for their 
children to receive the level of edu-
cation they are entitled to. 

However, many faith schools 
are open about their beliefs and 
welcome students from all faith 
backgrounds to be freely integrated 
within the school, without believing 
in the institution’s religion. This fur-
ther demonstrates that the choice is 
down to parents and it shouldn’t be 
assumed that children are mindless 
sponges who can’t think for them-
selves. All schools should encourage 

children to assess what they believe 
and why, and provide a safe envi-
ronment to do so. 

Dawkins argues that faith 
schools do not respect a child’s right 
to freedom of belief. Nonetheless, 
advocating the removal of faith 
schools, arguably, does not allow for 
children to have the right to free-
dom of belief either. So where is the 
middle ground? 

Instead of the coalition im-
plementing a greater number of 
faith schools, they should focus on 
raising the level of teaching in all 
schools across the country. That way 
parents will have ground to make a 
more informed choice, in terms of 
the best education and schooling 
for the children, and won’t feel they 
have to send them to a faith school 
if its nature conflicts with their per-
sonal belief. 

Comment comment@nouse.co.uk
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A
s a student at York your list 
of priorities might go some-
thing like this: getting ab-

solutely prawn crackered, sleeping, 
eating and then maybe the odd at-
tempt at your degree. But that first 
priority, indulging in the precious 
commodity, alcohol,  is now under 
threat courtesy of Theresa May, 
Home Secretary. 

This year my housemates and 
I have moved even closer to Aldi. 
Where else would you find frozen 
food, baby shoes, fruit, an axe, and 
a guitar in the same aisle? Aside 
from the strange layout there is one 
fantastic feature of this shop; the 
hideously cheap alcohol prices. A 
personal favourite is their £8 bottle 
of vodka with no labeling other than 
the Russian word itself, although 
there is the legend of four bottles of 
wine for £4. 

Liberated from the irony of 
Costcutter this has provided a new-
found boost to a second year’s bank 
account. However wherever you get 
your alcohol I’m sure that if like me 
you live up to the binge drinking 
stereotype you will be outraged by 
the minimum pricing plans. 

Allow me put this into perspec-
tive. My beloved, albeit questiona-
ble, Aldi vodka would rise to £11.79. 
Forget £9,000 tuition fees, this un-
justified alcohol increase is the real 
bombshell.

But look at the arguments 
for minimum pricing, apparently 
aimed to tackle Britain’s binge 
drinking culture and booze prob-
lem. Fair enough, we have a big 
problem. The amount of alcohol 
this nation drinks is affecting peo-
ple’s health. But what is not fair is 

to try to implement a policy that is 
hardly legal, and where the evidence 
is based on a few studies. 

Firstly it is perhaps often for-
gotten that older generations ac-
tually binge drink as well. If a few 
40-year-olds have a night in on the 
port and gin or a husband and wife 
get carried away and have a few bot-
tles of wine this is still classed as be-
ing on the binge. Is minimum pric-
ing really going to affect them? This 
seems all too unlikely.

Now let’s stagger back to cam-
pus and look at students’ drinking 
habits. Everyone has had to manage 
a budget in some way. We have all 
spent enough money to bail out a 
failing European state, yet we still 
manage to go out. How we make the 
savings no one really knows, but we 
do. If minimum pricing came in we 
would continue this. 

The price of inebriation might 

be more but we would just spend 
a couple of pounds less on food. It 
wouldn’t matter anyway as we would 
recover our daily subsistence in free 
prawn crackers at The Willow. Oh, 
and there’s another flaw; the mini-
mum pricing doesn’t cover bars or 
clubs or even Chinese restaurants. 
Clubs will still put on drinks deals 
and the nightclubs will continue to 
outdo them.

I’m not saying the Government 
shouldn’t be doing anything, just 
that this is the wrong approach.  
There is a problem and it needs to 
be dealt with, but a price increase 
just won’t work. Drinking is now 
part of our culture, and just as it is 
part of student life, it is part of many 
of the older generations’ lives. 

For the binge drinking problem 
to be solved we need a more imagi-
native policy. It is about changing 
people’s perception of booze, in-

stead of just charging them more.
Ignoring the huge concerns 

with the plan, even if Theresa May 
and her cronies get this passed 
through Parliament they have an-
other challenge. The drinks indus-
try will take them on. 

Take your bets. The proud stat-
ure of Jonnie Walker and friends 
against an incompetent Cabinet 
Minister, in desperate need of a 
Malcolm Tucker to whip her into 
shape; I know who I fancy to win. 
What’s more that little organisation 
called the European Union will also 
have something to say about it, as 
they did north of the Border.

And while we may occasionally 
get thrown out of a club for consum-
ing too much sambuca it is more 
likely that this poorly-thought out 
conception will be thrown out by 
the courts or even by Theresa May’s 
Right Honourable friends.

Minimum price will have
a minimum impact

Losing faith in schools

The Government will need 

to consider alternatives to 

minimum pricing for alcohol 

if they want to  effectively 

tackle Britain’s binge drink-

ing culture

Nicole 
Sørlie

The Government should 

concentrate on improving 

secular schools, enabling 

parents to make a choice 

that isn’t influenced by a reli-

gion they don’t believe in

Neil 
Johnston
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The University should con-

centrate on its support sys-

tems for drug users on cam-

pus, and stop running away 

from such a national issue

Joshua 
Allen

Follow the debate:  

Comment online at

nouse.co.uk/comment

Cultured 
LAD

S
lut Dropping, CEOs and Cor-
porate Hoes. All manifestations 
of what the NUS, Vagenda, vice 

chancellors and Vice Magazine are 
currently animatedly discussing: 
Lad Culture.

As a man who is proud to say 
he likes fines art, fine ale and Femi-
nism, I must admit I don’t see the 
attraction. 

However, this article is an at-
tempt to explore it. To try and un-
derstand why so many young men, 
capable of going to university, cling 
to this worst of ‘90s revivals in 
search of an identity.

The last few years have not been 
kind to traditional conceptions of 
“masculinity”. First it was the USA; 
since 2008, more women than men 
have been in work; Not necessar-
ily earning more, but holding down 
jobs and supporting families, in-
creasingly without a male presence. 

Since 1997 more women than 
men have qualified as doctors in the 
UK every year. In 2009, for the first 
time, the ratio exceeded 60:40, re-
versing the statistics in the news 25 
years ago. Similar trends were ob-
served in law and accounting. 

Essentially the high profile, 
high level jobs of today involve the 
ability to network, multi-task and, 
crucially, sit still. Sheer strength now 
counts for relatively little. So why 
then do so many young men try and 
act in a way, pandering to a certain 
view of stereotypical male behav-
iour, infantile?

I would say that it is because 
they are lost. They have absorbed an 
utterly unrealistic male stereotype, 
that of the aggressive, tribal, domi-
neering alpha male. Even a quick 
scan of history shows that most 
men have never acted like this. So it 
needs to be asked why, when we are 
seeing a world being forged where 
feminine characteristics are increas-
ingly valued, do we continue to drip-
feed our nation this utterly warped 
and now unattainable view of what 
it is to be a man, be it through video 
games or pornography? 

It may be that the lads them-
selves realise this. Seeing university, 
rather than as a place of learning 
and self-discovery, as being one last 
hurrah of boyishness (a lad, by defi-
nition, is not a man) before a life of 
either mediocre drudgery or a per-
petual, escapist adolescence, lodged 
in their childhood bedroom, where 
Michael Bay films and X-Box games 
dominate. 

This is awful, and really sad. 
However, they must not spoil the 
university experience for the rest of 
us. To this end it can only be con-
cluded that a society which contin-
ues to expound, for profit, out of 
habit, or for both reasons, very rigid 
ideas about gender roles should 
cease and desist. A society which 
consciously or unconsciously causes 
harm by perpetuating unrealistic 
images, should back off. It should let 
all of us find our own places in life, 
in the world as it is, not as it was, or 
how some are still being misled to 
believe it is.

Old news, new evidence
Alex 
Slingsby

Comment
Editor

T
he recent Nouse investigation 
into drugs use at the Univer-
sity suggests that cocaine is 

being used on campus. The Class 
A drug is most commonly taken by 
people between the ages of 18 and 
25 years, and it seems that York is 
no exception to the rule. 

After the last Nouse investiga-
tion that found cocaine on campus 
four years ago, the university prom-
ised to make sure that this issue was 
dealt with. 

Fast-forward a few years,  the 
drug problem is still here, and it 
seems that the university has done 
very little about it, even attempt-
ing to discredit the claims. But the 
swabs are 95 per cent accurate. In-
dicators of cocaine were even found 
in Yorspace, a recent addition on 
campus. It’s old news, but new evi-
dence.

I’m not suggesting that the Uni-
versity is a hotspot for drugs,  be-
cause there’ll be plenty of universi-
ties with bigger problems. The very 
point of this survey was not to redis-
cover drugs on campus, but to kick-
start the university back into action. 
More needs to be done to prevent 
this from becoming a bigger prob-
lem, but the university will need to 
use more initiative and tackle this 
from an altogether different angle – 
welfare – if they ever want to make 
a difference.

It’s a fact of life that some stu-
dents take drugs. They always have 
done, and they always will. Every 
other online student-related news 
article is about drugs, alcohol, or 
the combination. Most of us will 
know someone who has tried drugs 
at some point, whether it’s public 
knowledge or not. 

The point is that the use of 
drugs on campus shouldn’t be a ta-
boo subject. Otherwise, how will the 
university ever be able to offer suf-
ficient support? 

If students feel threatened by 
university policies, policies that 
haven’t been upheld in recent years 
anyway, then how can we ever ex-
pect anyone to come forward and 
acknowledge the problem? Most 
people with a drug problem are go-
ing through an extremely difficult 
time; do we really need to add igno-
rance to the pile?

The underlying issue here is 
that drugs will always be prevalent, 
especially in such an enclosed space, 
where everyone lives within min-
utes of one another, and peer pres-
sure can dominate. But if the Uni-
versity had implemented any kind 
of change, as promised, we might 
not be dealing with the reoccur-
rence on such a large scale. 

University life isn’t exactly a 
walk in the park, and if there aren’t 
any problem-specific welfare sys-
tems in place, campus can become a 
very isolating place. Students could 
very well be leaving university with 
a criminal record instead of a de-
gree, simply because they were lost 
in the system. 

The University  needs to tackle 
this problem head-on, through sup-
port networks, open groups, and 

dedicated staff. 
Still, we can hardly expect the 

Sabb officers, fresh out of a degree 
themselves, to strut around cam-
pus telling the rest of the Univer-
sity what they can and can’t smoke, 
nor do I expect first-years to take it 
upon themselves to monitor D Bar’s 
toilets. This is a university-wide 
problem, and should be dealt with 
by the institution.

Whether or not the university 
chooses to shrug off these allega-
tions, what is clear to anyone with 
half a brain is that ignorng the prob-
lem in order to preserve an image 
or toe a management line, then it’s 
only going to escalate.

It would be unrealistic to as-
sume that this can be turned around 
in the next year, and that by the time 
I have left university, York will be a 
drugs-free environment. We have 
to be realistic if we want to address 
such an important issue. But rather 
than bury its head in the sand, the 
university needs to stand up to the 
facts that its own student newspa-
per is producing. 

A capable management team of  
paid professionals are running the 
shop, courtesy of our tuition loans, 
and as such, they should know how 
to manage situations like this. I’m 
not talking sniffer dogs and bounc-
ers on the toilets, but it’s about time 
something changed. Otherwise, 
they might as well have handed out 
a colouring book to first-years dur-
ing freshers week, and told them 
to go and play in the drug den for a 
couple of years.

We have done the work. Now 
it’s time for the university to step 
up to the mark and accept the chal-
lenge set.

  the use of 

drugs on campus 

shouldn’t be a 

taboo subject

“
 
”
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It is not surprising to hear that students have used cocaine while at 
the University. This is not because York has a reputation, but because it is a 
well-known fact that students at all universities use drugs. What the Nouse 
investigation has shown is that the University of York seems to have done 
nothing to tackle the problem, despite the fact that traces of cocaine were 
found across campus four years ago.

In response to the discovery, the University claimed that the swabs used 
in the investigation were unreliable and produced false positives. However, 
Dave Rigg, founder of Crackdown Drug Testing (the company that supplied 
the cocaine swabs used in both Nouse investigations), has told Nouse that 
the University had also ordered swabs from his company four years ago. 
Crackdown also supplies drug testing equipment to 38 British police forces 
and the Prison Service.

It is time for the University to follow through with its promise from 
four years ago. Not the time for petty and unfounded comments about the 
accuracy of drugs tests, but the time to act upon their findings. It’s unlikely 
that illegal drugs will ever be completely wiped off the campus, but not only 
does the University have a duty of care towards its students to make sure the 
risks and consequences of drug abuse are known, it also has an obligation to 
make good on its promises.

The recent furore over Sanchita Chawla, YUSU Entertainment Of-
ficer’s recently deleted blog posts has served to highlight some of the prob-
lems that YUSU currently faces. Is this simply petty infighting or is this 
symptomatic of underlying tensions within YUSU between the sabbs and 
the part time officers?

Coming shortly after the resignation of Josh Allen, Union Chair, ‘blog-
gate’ reinforces the notion of YUSU as a clique, closed off to the majority 
of students. As much as Kallum Taylor likes to espouse the idea that YUSU 
is run ‘by students, for students’, their attempts at censorship seem to un-
dercut this claim.

Infighting such as this can only lead to havoc, and is certainly harm-
ful to YUSU’s image. We, as students, should expect our Union to present 
a united front. YUSU must do this if they have any hope of defending the 
interests of the student body and ‘dirty politics’ and infighting will only 
undermine their cause.

Postgraduate students make up 25 per cent of the University of York’s 
student body. That’s 3646 people. People who both want and deserve to 
feel like part of a community. Anyone who’s been an undergraduate at the 
University knows that the collegiate system can lend itself to an atmosphere 
of community and a feeling of belonging, but current postgraduate students 
clearly aren’t getting what they deserve. Kallum Taylor, the YUSU presi-
dent, is to be applauded for his attempts at fixing this problem. This issue 
is symptomatic of the University spending a disproportionate amount of its 
resources, financial or otherwise, on undergraduates. The undergraduates 
may outnumber postgraduates three-to-one, but they are not three times 
more important.

While nobody should be in any doubt as to whether something ought 
to be done, there is justifiable debate over whether the plan to integrate 
postgraduate students into all eight or nine colleges is a good one. There are 
all sorts of questions about whether the communities in our other seven col-
leges would, as Taylor has hypothesised, be “further enriched” by the pres-
ence of postgraduates, whether they’re even the right sort of communities 
for the postgraduates, and of course whether this integration is what the 
postgraduates themselves want.

other ongoing issue surrounding 
further education.  The extent of the 
impact on the university itself has 
been catastrophic, but the impacts 
stretch far beyond LMU’s walls.  The 
reputation of British higher educa-
tion as a whole has been thoroughly 
pounded on a world-wide stage.

It is barmy to think the Gov-
ernment is not focused on dealing 
with present problems before shak-
ing the system up even more.  The 
transformation of many polytech-
nics to universities in 1992, whilst 
being widely regarded within the 
field as a success, received much 
criticism and created widespread 
debate. Surely, opening the system 
up to further negativity from those 
who are already tearing it apart is 
exactly what the Government needs 
to not do.  

A further issue with the grant-
ing of university status focuses on 
only one of the institutions involved, 
but perhaps holds the most gravitas.  

T
he announcement that the 
Government plans to make 
around a dozen institutions 

into universities is a controver-
sial one. In a time when attracting 
students is becoming increasingly 
tough, it will serve to pull in higher 
achieving students who may have 
had prejudices that pushed them 
away. Telling granny about univer-
sity is much more alluring than uni-
versity college.

For institutions such as New-
man University College in Bir-
mingham, who were not classed as 
universities simply because their 
student numbers sat below the pre-
viously required 4,000, this seems 
like a fair proposal.  Their quality is 
undisputed. It seems ironic that the 
elitists who complain about mass 
higher education are likely to also be 
the ones most opposed to these in-
stitutions gaining university status 
– despite present exclusion being 
based upon the small size of their 
student bodies.

But whilst supporting the un-
derdog might seem like the right 
thing to do, there is another side to 
the argument when considering the 
other universities. The drastic in-
crease in fees led to a nine per cent 
average fall in applications in 2012, 
meaning that even universities such 
as Liverpool, a member of the Rus-
sell Group, acquired significantly 
fewer freshers than desired. Caps 
on places for students below AAB 
standard at top universities have in-
tensified the problem as these uni-
versities are unable to lower their 
entry standards simply to fill places.

The Visa row surrounding Lon-
don Metropolitan University is an-

The College of Law in Liverpool, 
a for-profit private institution, is 
amongst those to become a univer-
sity, and the idea of public money 
for student loans going into private 
hands is something that is extreme-
ly hard to justify. Although perhaps 
one relatively small for-profit insti-
tution could slip through the net, 
the granting of university status be-
ing imminent for another suggests 
this is not just an anomaly, and the 
issue could become increasingly 
prevalent in the -future. 

I do not contest that granting 
university status would benefit the 
universities themselves- and Bath 
only serves to highlight this. Howev-
er I would testify supporting already 
existing universities should be the 
main priority of the Government for 
now. Spreading their resources and 
time too far will be of little benefit to 
anyone and thus only when the cur-
rent system is more stable should 
further changes be looked at.  
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I
n four years’ time I will graduate. 
I, and many others, will step out 
of the cosy bubble of university 

and into ‘the real world’. A world in 
which, somehow, I am going to have 
to find a job. I can’t be the only one 
who’s absolutely terrified, can I?

A Futuretrack survey has shown 
that today’s graduates are facing an 
increasingly dismal job market. 
‘Significant’ periods of unemploy-
ment were reported by ten per cent 
of graduates, with another forty per 
cent saying they remained in non-
graduate posts for up to two years 
after graduation. With youth un-
employment approaching one mil-
lion and apprenticeships becoming 
increasingly difficult to find, things 
aren’t exactly looking good. 

Many of the long-term unem-
ployed have turned to the govern-
ment for help in finding sustainable 
employment, in particular to their 
flagship scheme, Welfare to Work. 
Private contractors are paid com-
mission to successfully get people 
into work. Despite having spent 
£435 million on the scheme so far, 
Government figures have shown 
that in the 13 months leading up to 

July 2012, none of the 18 Work Pro-
gramme contractors have reached 
the target set: to get 5.5 per cent of 
unemployed people into a job last-
ing for six months or more. 

According to data released by 
the Department for Work and Pen-
sions, a measly average of 3.5 per 
cent of the long-term unemployed 
referred to the program are still in 
work six months later. 

These figures raise huge ques-
tions about the government’s ability 
to get people off benefits and into 
work. Mark Hoban, Employment 
minister and Work Programme pro-
viders such as A4e blame these fail-
ings on a weak economy, but the fact 
of the matter is that compulsory un-
paid work for those on welfare does 
not lead to sustained employment. 
It simply replaces paid jobs by pro-
viding employers with unpaid staff. 

Stores such as Argos and Tesco 
have used Workfare, essentially just 
state subsidised labour, to reduce 
the hours of paid employees and 
keep costs down. The Workfare pro-
gramme exploits those who need 
help most and erodes welfare rights.

The programme was part of 

what ministers deemed a revolution 
in welfare. As far as I can see, no 
such revolution has occurred. 

As Mark Hoban has stated, 56 
per cent of those who joined the 
scheme are no longer receiving ben-
efits, but no longer being on benefits 
is not the same as being in work. 

Many have dropped out of the 
system entirely or have gone back 
into training. Thousands have been 
sanctioned and stripped of their 
Jobseeker’s Allowance for failing to 
comply with the scheme and under-
take unpaid work. The Welfare to 
Work scheme does not work simply 
because the required number of jobs 
are just not there. 

The government must start pri-
oritising job creation over deficit re-
duction if they have any hope of get-
ting the long term unemployed into 
sustainable jobs. I can only hope 
that come 2016, when I am saddled 
with  the student loan debt, and 
flung out into the big, scary world of 
employment, that I will not be faced 
with such an abysmal economy and 
a government incapable of encour-
aging growth to provide the jobs 
needed.



A 
frequent argument between 
my friends who attended pri-
vate schools and I (I’m ‘state-

educated’, as I love to remind them) 
is the highly contentious state ver-
sus private school debate. 

How much difference does go-
ing to independent schools make? 
Should anything be done to sort out 
the divide? I’m very much on the 
side of the reformers; the current 
state of affairs is unfair and exac-
erbates Britain’s extremely ‘classist 
society’. 

Understandably, the privately 
educated detest the generic allega-
tions about fairness thrown upon 
the private school system; their 
schooling was primarily down to 
their parents’ choices. However, it 
is definitely time for Britain’s school 
system to be reformed.

A recent report commissioned 
by the Sutton Trust and the De-
partment of Business Innovation 
and Skills showed that privately-
educated students are more likely 
to apply to the top universities com-
pared to their state school counter-
parts, leading to calls for increased 
and better directed outreach pro-
grammes. But these changes would 
have little effect on the underlying 
issues.

The suggestion that some well-
angled outreach programmes will 

solve the current discrepancy is 
laughable. Even if this absurdity re-
sults in more of the top state school 
students applying for the more pres-
tigious institutions, it doesn’t do 
enough to address the statistics - the 
proportion of privately-educated 
students applying to the top univer-
sities is far higher than the national 
proportion, as around 16 per cent go 
to private sixth form colleges.

The fact that many state school 
students are disillusioned about 
their further education prospects, 
exemplifies the vast amount of work 
that needs to be put into flatten-
ing out the playing fields for future 
generations. In Britain fate smiles 
very kindly on those lucky enough 
to have parents financially able to 
send their children to independent 
schools. The challenge of compet-
ing with students better trained for 
applying to university is almost too 
heavy a price to pay.

The number of private schools, 
or indeed the existence of private 

schools at all, is all too often over-
looked. They’re a widely accepted 
part of society, but only really be-
cause this has been the status quo 
for decades. These are schools that 
provide a higher standard of educa-
tion, from better sports facilities to 
help in university interviews,  and 
the main discriminating factor is 
financial; children from privileged 
backgrounds sent to these schools 
will receive a better education than 
those who can’t afford it. 

The main counter-argument 
to my complaints is that private 
schools are a part of a free society; 
it would be unfair to prevent par-
ents from spending their money on 
a good education for their children. 

But I believe that when it comes 
to education, fairness should always 
trump concerns about choice and 
personal freedoms. Surely, the free-
dom gained in social mobility, from 
private schools resources of good 
teachers and facilities being spread 
over the whole population would 
make more of a difference. The 
practicalities of completely banning 
private schools would be incredibly 
challenging and wouldn’t happen 
overnight, or ‘over-decade’ for that 
matter. But this change does need to 
happen; at the moment we’re very 
much living up the stereotype of our 
classist society.

I
n Milton’s Paradise Lost, 
Adam and Eve walk around 
naked due to the fact that 

there was “not guilty shame of na-
ture’s works”. In other words, until 
the biblical fall occurs, their nu-
dity was not an offence and it was 
therefore shameless and innocent. 
I do believe that if there ever was 
a time when nudity could be pure 
and free of sexual connotations, 
that time has long since passed. 

As of 19th November, it is an 
offence to be publicly nude in San 
Francisco, the city once renowned 
for its liberal attitudes towards 
public nudity. The ban, passed by 
six votes to five by the board of su-
pervisors, has marked the end of 
social nudity’s reign across the city.

Following the announcement, 
two women stripped off at a city 
hall where the result was broad-
casted. Yes, it has been highlighted 
many times before that we live in 
an overtly sexualised society. 

Why ban this innocent form 
of nudity, a supposed public weap-
on against the sexualisation of 
the human form? Who can look 
at the monochromatic images of 
bare breasted festival goers of the 
early seventies and not feel a touch 
of reminiscence? I believe that to 
assume the naked body maintains 
purity, at such a point in our social 
history, is a form of denial. 

The legal system should re-
flect the particular social mood 
of the society it serves. This idea 

is reflected by the numerous pop 
quizzes and board games which 
mock obscure laws that are no 
longer observed. The law stating 
that camel hunting is legal in Ari-
zona, is obscure at first; yet when 
it is observed that, between 1856 
and 1857, camels were imported 
to that region in order to haul 
supplies across the desert for the 
army, it makes contextual sense. 
Likewise, in this case, we have 
entered an era where nudity is so 
sexualised, that it can no longer 
be detached from sexual connota-
tions. Bare breasts are no longer 
an artistic celebration of the hu-
man form. Such nudity, for our 
generation, is found within illicit 
magazines, sexually charged mu-
sic videos, and pornography. 

We must accept, nudity is now 
offensive to the majority and that 
it should not be practised in pub-
lic, often imposed on those who do 
not request to be exposed to it.

Since the late sixties, San 
Francisco has been seen as Amer-
ica’s focal point for social nudity. 
Three clothing optional beaches 
lie within the city’s borders and 
nudity within the context of the 
late sixties and early seventies is 
arguably fitting for the spirit of the 
times. What jarred with its dec-
ade was the gathering of nudists 
in a Plaza in the Castro district, 
shortly after its opening in 2010, 
when those who walked nude in 
the Plaza were accused of having 

Flattening out the playing !elds
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Sober 
up

T
he infamous ‘Fresher’s Fun’ 
is a social event not to be 
missed. Many are told it’s an 

integral part of being accepted into 
a sporting society, a chance to ‘prove 
yourself ’ to your team members.  I’ll 
be the first to admit that when this 
event came around, a large part of 
me was filled with dread. This wasn’t 
eased by the horror stories of so-
called ‘initiations’ at other universi-
ties. But, I’m glad I went and what’s 
more, went hard. My fellow fresh-
ers and I have developed a sense of 
solidarity, a bond that can only be 
formed through parading around 
York in a swimming costume and 
snorkel, completing absurd chal-
lenges and consuming even more 
absurd types and amounts of alco-
hol. I would be the last person to say 
that Wednesday night sports team 
socials are a reserved or sober affair.

Admittedly, on most socials 
there have been a handful of street 
wise students who, although not 
completely sober, are watching 
out for the biggest liabilities. Af-
ter all, there’s a difference between 
smashed and not sober; can’t every-
one find a happy medium? Even at 
‘Fresher’s Fun’, glasses of water were 
frequently thrust into our faces. So, 
what difference would a Sober Rep 
make? 

It’s a not a bad idea. In every so-
ciety, there are those who don’t drink 
and it would be nice if they were rep-
resented. It may even demonstrate 
to the rest of the society that you 
don’t need alcohol to have a good 
time when out with your team. My 
flatmate is tee-total and still knows 
how to have fun on a night out, even 
braving Willow. What’s more, this 
hero will dutifully trek though the 
rain in the quest to find that mo-
bile phone you may or may not have 
drunkenly left in some club toilet. 

At the end of the day however, 
one Sober Rep can’t serve as a baby-
sitter to an entire club. It’s unfair to 
expect so much of someone amidst 
the chaos of a night out. Moreover, 
it may encourage the rest of the club 
to drink even more, under the false 
pretence that they can palm off their  
responsibility. 

According to Emma Hersey, 
YUSU disability officer, the whole 
idea of a Sober Rep is to “broaden 
access to the social side of sport”. But 
there is more to a sport club’s social 
life than Ziggy’s. There are lunches 
at the Courtyard, Christmas meals, 
matches, and endless training ses-
sions over which to bond as a team. 
At ‘Fresher’s Fun’ we were subjected 
to choruses of “down it fresher!” 
But other than that, I have never 
felt pressured to drink alcohol, and 
rightly so. Moreover, “down it fresh-
er!” is something we’ve been hearing 
since fresher’s week from the sup-
posedly responsible STYCs.

 Is it really fair for YUSU to tar-
get sports clubs explicitly? Person-
ally, if the idea of a Sober Rep is to 
be taken seriously, then it should be 
extended throughout the Univer-
sity and not simply applied to sport 
clubs. It’s unfair for one branch of 
the many societies here to be tarred 
with the same drunk and disorderly 
brush. 

no standards. The times when nudi-
ty could be explained away with the 
three-word cliché of ‘freedom of ex-
pression’ were left in the sixties.

The nudists received their first 
blow from the California Alcohol 
Beverage Commission (ABC) in 
1972. Only five years after the Sum-
mer of Love, ABC issued a ruling 
which banned nudity in establish-
ments which sold alcohol, in response 
to venues such as the Condor Club, 
which featured topless go-go dancers 
who soon progressed to full nudity. 

The ABC put two and two togeth-
er and concluded that any establish-

ment serving alcohol to nude clients 
was no different from a brothel. If this 
wasn’t alright in the early seventies, 
the whole concept of social nudity 
in the street is embarrassingly out of 
date now. 

But not all is lost for the naturists 
of San Francisco. The ban will not re-
strict nudity during parades, meaning 
that several clothing optional events, 
such as the Gay Pride weekend, will 
be unaffected by the recent changes. 
Yet, we have not entered the social era 
in which costume merchants can ex-
pect to see an improvement in sales at 
this time of the year.

         it is definitely 

time for Britain’s 

school system to 

be reformed

“
 
”

KATE MITCHELL

Plans put into place to re-

form Britain’s school system 

won’t necessarily help the 

long-term situation.



I
f there’s one thing that every chil-
dren’s TV show has taught us, it’s 
that community spirit is a good 

thing. The Smurfs all live happily 
together in one little village whereas 
Gargamel lives alone with his cat, 
and is angry all the time. Top Cat 
and his gang live together in their al-
ley and seem to be having a whale of 
a time, but Officer Dibble is always 
alone and seems kind of down. 

So maybe this is what Kal-
lum Taylor and the University were 
thinking about when deciding that 

spreading postgraduates across all 
the colleges, making them part of 
their respective communities, might 
be the way to go. YUSU’s line on this 
was that it would “help to ease any 
feelings of seclusion felt by postgrad 
students who currently are attached 
to Wentworth”.

The aim here is definitely a good 
one: if postgraduates feel as though 
they are currently lacking a com-
munity, then anything that can be 
done to remedy that should be con-
sidered. The University and YUSU 
should both be committed to helping 
the postgraduates feel like they are 
part of this community and they’re 
making a real effort to act upon that 
obligation. So, bravo Kallum Taylor, 
bravo University of York, and bravo 
Smurfs. And Top Cat. Bravo Top Cat.

Except, postgraduates are al-
ready in a community. Wentworth 
College is a community of postgradu-
ates. That, as far as I’m aware, is kind 
of the point of having a postgraduate 
college: just as I currently live in a 
block of Derwent freshers, who are 
almost all my own age and therefore 
live a similar lifestyle to me, post-
graduates get the same kind of deal 
in Wentworth. Admittedly, they vary 
in age much more than freshers, so 
they don’t have so close a connection 
there, but I’d wager they’re closer to 
each other in lifestyles than they are 
to 18-year-old freshers.

By the third week of university, 
freshers are practically nocturnal. 
With no feeling of urgency about 
their lectures or studies in general, 
they see no reason to be awake be-
fore late afternoon. And this inevita-
bly leads to them being awake until 
about 4am every night. A 26-year-
old postgraduate is not going to be 

living this lifestyle. So the noise late 
at night might be a bit of an issue if 
they were living with freshers. And 
being 26, our postgraduate is prob-
ably no longer living exclusively off 
pot noodles, Efe’s pizza, and free 

prawn crackers, they’d want to use 
the kitchen in their accommodation 
quite a lot. So they might also take is-
sue when, like all freshers’ kitchens, it 
looks and smells like a pig sty. 

Presumably, to solve these prob-
lems before they arise, the University 
has said that postgraduates would be 
“housed in dedicated flats, blocks or 
corridors”. Having a block to them-
selves would definitely solve the 
problems I have mentioned. Excel-
lent. 

But then, why are they not just 
housed in a postgraduate college? 
Taylor says it would “further enrich” 
college communities if postgrads 
were spread among them, but what 
does that actually mean?

If there was a block of postgrads 

in Derwent, I doubt I’d ever end up in 
there to meet them, so I don’t think 
either of us would benefit from being 
members of the same college.

What I can’t deny is that this 
move would mean postgraduates 
were attached to a community which 
is more vibrant and active than Wen-
tworth’s, but what I’m cautious about 
concluding is that this is necessarily 
a good thing. Just as I can’t see Gar-
gamel ever enjoying using the word 
“Smurf ” as a verb, I can’t see 26-year-
olds enjoying Slag and Drag, or even 
an evening in a college bar, when it’s 
full of freshers drinking a ridiculous 
number of Jägerbombs before head-
ing out into town.

Currently, our college events 
don’t feel at all grown-up. And that’s 
fine for the vast majority of us fresh-
ers. But I just can’t see it being the 
same for our hypothetical 26-year-
old. And if new, grown-up events 
were created as they were integrated, 
postgraduates would probably be the 
only ones to attend, because 18-year-
olds are perfectly happy not being 
grown-up. So the postgraduates 
would in effect just be in a smaller 
Wentworth. 

So maybe a real drive from YUSU 
to support the Graduate Student As-
sociation (GSA) in the creation of 
events that will both be enjoyed by 
postgraduates and also make Wen-
tworth a closer community is what 
Papa Smurf would really want.

You can’t manufacture community spirit
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M
ay the best candidate win. A 
mantra for those plucky in-
dividuals who have decided 

in the past few weeks to step up, don 
their shiniest shoes,  put on their sun-
niest smiles, and run the gauntlet of 
the JCRC elections. And for the most 
part, it is the best that wins.

 The student electorate is stereo-
typed as naïve and impressionable, 
but I maintain that we are one of 
the most fickle, cynically jaded, and 
downright piss-spitting social groups 
any politician could have the misfor-
tune of representing. We can spot 
a charlatan from a mile off. We can 
smell fear.

JCRC elections are an iconic ex-
ample, less local than tribal. They are 
continually criticised as a popular-
ity contests, with candidates making 
fanciful promises and engaging in 
thinly-veiled bribery, often descend-
ing into unbridled democracy. To 
bastardise the immortal words of a 
national hero, “never have so few, 
owed so much, to so many”. 

But there is a danger of not ap-
preciating the candidates. One and 
all go through this ordeal, substitute 
their degree for their campaign, and 
canvass their cotton socks off. Many 
have very clever and sophisticated 
platforms, and more still propose ex-
cellent ideas with enthusiasm and a 
résumé to match. Regardless of the 

actual impact you believe they will 
have once in office, these grafters 
should be taken seriously.

Yet as the results come rolling in, 
a flood of teary jubilation mixed with 
the saline taste of defeat, it is crystal 
clear that the electoral system is let-
ting the candidates down.

In a contest, there will always be 
losers. And the JCRC contest has its 
fair share of losers. The fierce com-
petition over most college Chair po-
sitions is a healthy process that gets 
candidates wracking their brains for 
the best policies, and engages the 
voters to rise out of their allegedly 
apathetic student stupor to watch the 
electoral bloodbath. Proactivity, orig-
inality – all would be lost to the JCRC 
without the competitive incentive.

This motivates all the candi-
dates, but of course they cannot all 
win. 

What happens to the rest? There 
is no option to run for another po-
sition. Typical of the elections’ cut-
throat nature, the contest for college 
chair is an all-or-nothing affair. The 
winners invariably thrive and prosper 
for the year. The losers fade into bit-
ter obscurity, no matter the strength 
of their campaign.

Imagine what the JCRC could 
achieve by bringing these ungracious 
number twos into the fold. Instead 
of banishing them into the cold, they 

could instead turn their hand to a role 
a little lower down on the committee. 
If a student can run even a reason-
ably successful campaign, they can 
provide a helping hand to a JCRC.

Without exception, each can-
didate loftily espouses the merits 
of working together, professing the 
burning desire that penetrates to the 

very core of their being to make the 
college the best it can be. So why do 
we deny this dedication and enthusi-
asm?

I would like to see a similar sys-
tem to that of societies – a more fluid 
system of candidacy, where students 
can go for chair, but if they miss out 
on that golden nugget of prestige, 
they can run again for a lower posi-
tion. Otherwise they’ll be boxing up 
that bitterness and rejection, letting 
it fester for a couple of months, and 
then spewing it out on a pathetic 
part-time officer candidacy in the 
YUSU elections. Spare us.

All or nothing in the JCRCsJosh
BoswellTopical Tweets
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 The losers fade 

into bitter obscu-

rity, no matter the 

strength of their cam-

paign
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Editor

The University  should focus 

on improving Wentworth’s 

community spirit rather than 

sending postgraduates to 

other colleges.

I hope Min Alcohol Pricing becomes known as Mini-

mum Unit Pricing (MUP) so we can call its support-

ers MUPpets. #killerwit

@S8mB
Sam Bowman,
Adam Smith Institute

All alcoholics saved by minimum pricing tax. 

Hurrah for market forces!

@PeteDomican
Pete Domican

 UUK on net migration fall: “legitimate uni 

sponsored student numbers are now being af-

fected”. UCAS applications -0.8% vs +12% last 

year

@Phil_Baty
Phil Baty
Editor @ Times Higher Education

  By the third 

week of univer-

sity, freshers are 

practically 

nocturnal

“
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26 Nov

28 Nov

29 Nov

@yusuprez
Kallum Taylor

20 Nov

Smooth so far en route for #Demo2012 Gd 

mood in the air. Hope our lot can catch some 

sleep. !ink our bus driver DJs at Re"ex. 

@YorkUniSU

 The University 

and YUSU should 

both be committed 

to helping the post-

grad students feel 

like they are part of 

this community

“

 
”
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front of contemporary jazz. He discusses 

philosophy, jazz and liberation. 
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M4. Laura Hughes meets Nasser Azam, a truly 

international artist, who isn’t afraid to take tech-

nique to the extreme.

Arts.
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great trends for this year’s Christmas parties.
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M20 Five friends. One winner. Students battle 

it out for the first Come Dine with Me title. Join 

the frolicing and buffoonery.

Food & Drink.

M18. We take a look back at the highs and 

lows of a year in film, and find that we actu-

ally quite like Twilight.

M12. The Muse Fashion Shoot celebrates 

Christmas with an adaptation of Anders-

en’s fairy tale, The Snow Queen.

M14. Ms Marmite isn’t your usual celeb 

chef. She tells Laura Hughes about London’s 

Underground Food Scene.

A wry smile is slyly twisting itself into existence,
Uncoiling across the thin wispy lips of Tommy Willow, 
Drawn forth, by the fallen fresher whose pressure
On sharp heels, led her to a part-keel and darting cartwheel 
Face forwards to the floor with force on all fours sprawled. 

“It’s not G-Star Raw” calls a small lad, appalled – 
Hauled and mauled to the door by Konrad’s shovel-hands, 
 “None ugly brands” expressed the tight vested pec-decked chest, 
Connected direct to the head, unchecked by a neck – a flex, 
Then a hurl to the street, cursing the weak, he turns and retreats for the next. 

Dawn stackers of prawn crackers, snatch warped snacks 
From warm vats of the unknown. 
“Just don’t touch the roof” - the one truth for the youth from the DJ booth 
While “Don’t Stop Believing” is lethally repeated gleefully
A single bead of sweat crawls exhausted down a corner wall. 

Now, these days, be warier. Meet friends here on weekends?
Four pounds entry amount, ‘thieves operate in this area’.

Yet – when I dream of heaven, I see scenes that are so like these…
My St Peter is Bulgarian
And he’ll ask for both IDs.

Muzzy’s
Musings...

04.12.2012

M17.  We take a look at the newest club 

night to hit York, Bangers and Mash, and 

review the top tracks from the night. 

M21.  Fe Morizet is The Naked Baker. She 

explains the history and the recipe of a Thanks-

giving’s pumpkin pie.

Two IDs

M22.   Christina Scott talks to a ZANU Rebel 

from Zimbabwe, who went through 5 years of 

torture before taking a place at York.



B
eing a smoker is pretty 
great. Aside from the 
whole health-related ‘is-

sues’ entailed with polluting 
your lungs with nicotine, it of-
fers a myriad of fantastic ben-
efits. Principal among these is 
the ability to absent yourself 
from any bum-numbingly dull 
conversation, citing your love of 
nicotine.

Recently my vague addic-
tion has come in special use, as 
it has allowed me to stumble 
(mentally screaming) from any 
conversation concerning ‘The 
Future’. TF Anxiety may relate 
to all activities looming on the 
horrific horizon of graduation, 
and/or discussion of plans per-
taining to last longer than the 
Mayan calendar.

Unfortunately, as it ap-
pears the Mayans were rather 
misguided on the whole end of 
the world front, Christmas this 
year is being approached by 
most in a decidedly un-festive 
manner. Instead of unwrap-
ping commercially vapid tinsel 
chocolates every morning, most 
third-years are marking the cal-
endar down with the dates left 
to apply to whatever graduate 
scheme might employ them.

As I am yet to apply for any 
kind of future employment/
life scheme, I’ve started to treat 
these conversations as less terri-
fying and more with a detached 
anthropological fascination to-
wards researching TF Anxiety.

I’ve realised there seems to 
be two courses of action avail-
able to the third-year student. 
The first, and most obvious, is 
my approach wherein you flail 
screaming from any mention or 
allusion to the imminent mon-
strosity. This reaction tends to 
also encompass partaking in 
hugely inappropriate activities, 
such as yoga, daytime drinking, 
or flirtation with those signifi-
cantly younger than you.

The second course of action 
is to treat the entire operation 
with the stealth usually credited 
only to the intelligence services. 
Listening to some of my friends 
talk, anyone would think that 
MI5 were receiving more 
applications than the 
Queen gets Christmas 
cards.

It’s like a rather 
dubious Fight Club. The 
only rule about Grad 
Schemes is that you 
don’t talk about Grad 
Schemes.

As a result of my 
friends dodging my ques-
tions with the skill and verbal 
elegance usually seen only in 
the terminally unfaithful or 
your average politician, I pres-
ently have absolutely no idea 
where or what the majority of 
them are applying for.

This attitude may result 
from a misplaced fear I might 
steal their place. The fact that 
most of these schemes have 

thousands of applicants, and 
are advertised as plain as day via 
the Careers Service, doesn’t ap-
pear to have percolated through 
most peoples’ grey matter. Nei-
ther does the consideration 
that I am more incompetent at 
retaining information than a 
goldfish on LSD.

It’s a bit like the fat people 
you see in McDonalds: after or-
dering a Big Mac, with cheese, 
and chips, and some kind of 
sugar-saturated pink doughnut, 
they finally order a Diet Coke. 
Some say blind rejection of re-
ality, others say they prefer the 
taste.

The real problem with TF 
Anxiety is that it is now invad-
ing me from every single angle. 
Sucking down nicotine outside 
the library, my smoke-infused 
enjoyment was interrupted by 
the arrival of people.

In a manner similar to the 
the behaviour when you met a 
newborn child (currently bear-
ing a closer resemblance to 
Shrek and with similar hygiene/
mucous related issues) I am now 
forced to sycophantically coo 
over various friends’ recent em-
ployment. That a friend might 
have previously expressed de-
sires for arty gallery ownership, 
and is instead now on the Aldi 
graduate scheme is, apparently, 
not the point.

Maybe it’s best we don’t 
know all about our friends ap-
plications. Sometimes too much 
information is just too much in-
formation. As a friend observed 
in the swimming pool changing 
room, the profoundly naked 
lady drying herself with a hair-
dryer in front of the mirror was 
really all just a little too much.

Don’t be that naked lady. 
Keep quiet, apply away, and for 
Christ’s sake let me smoke in 
peace. 

The Lonely Smoker

Rose Troup Buchanan
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A
dventuring is my passion, televi-

sion presenting is my day job but 

writing is what I’m most proud of. 

I am inspired by so many people. I find in-

spiration all over. I am particularly inspired 

by people who have overcome adversity 

to achieve great things. Mark Pollock and 

Karen Darke are two examples. I also like 

people who challenge stereotypes, Dwayne 

Fields exemplifies that. Shackleton and 

Scott too, of course.

     

I am scared of heights, crocodiles and 

failure. I have confronted all of those face 

on, including swimming with wild nile and 

salt water crocodiles. I believe you should 

face your fears.

     

Rowing the Atlantic was a pretty huge 

challenge. It was my first big expedition 

and I was still finding my feet. It pushed me 

physically and mentally to my limits.

     

The Castaway experiment was unique. It 

was a moment in time. A TV social experi-

ment to see if 36 urbanites could success-

fully create a society on an uninhabited 

island. It was an amazing year. One of the 

best in my life. I still miss the simplicity of 

life there. The Outer Hebrides is one of the 

most beautiful places I have ever been.

I hope my children enjoy the world and its 

people as much as I have. It would be fun to 

go on adventures together one day.

 

I have lots of things I’d still like to do: the 

North Pole, Great Wall of China. My next 

plan is to swim across the Atlantic, that 

should tide me over for a while. Pardon the 

pun.

Interview by Femke Gow

www.ey.com/uk/careers

Ben Fogle.
Adventurer. Presenter. Writer.
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F
ormer Chief Operating Officer at Merrill Lynch, Nasser 
Azam, doesn’t correlate producing paintings with being 
an artist. “I am always thinking about what relevance art 

has to the way we live now.”
Nasser was artist-in-residence at London’s County Hall 

for over two years.  Here he unveiled exhibitions including 
multiple series of paintings and the large bronze sculpture The 

Dance, unveiled on the South Bank on 21 February 2008. His 
exhibition ‘Anatomic’ received critical acclaim. In 2012 Azam 
unveiled Athena, the tallest bronze sculpture in the UK, and in 
2008 one of his pieces outsold a Banksy in New York. 

Critics have labelled his work as performance painting 
and figurative art. Nasser regards himself as a contemporary 
artist, who is both relevant and allegorical. Nasser Azam is 
deliciously eccentric, charismatic, and utterly charming. His 
various printing techniques create a saturated, high-impact 
field of colour which echo the artists own vivacious vibrancy.

How did Nasser believe his work had progressed? “I see 
myself as an allegorical artist, and representational, figurative 
painting has always been central to me - especially in my ear-
lier work. I think I had a given gift as a draughtsman, so very 
early on I was doing figurative and representational painting 
using my family members - but there has always been an emo-
tional angle, so even though my work has become more ab-
stract, it still stems from my early figurative past.

“It’s about development as an artist - and actually, I think 
abstract painting is much tougher then representational art - 
you have to be a good draughtsman to be able to do abstract 
painting, as form and composition is much tougher to gauge.”

The former COO became serious about art as a profession 
during his teenage years, and had various exhibitions in Bir-
mingham and the West Midlands whilst he studied Commerce 
at Birmingham University. “Initially I chose not to go to Art 
School as I didn’t think that I would gain anything from doing 
so. Once I completed my business degree (during which I was 
actually quite prolific in producing paintings) I decided that I 
needed a wider experience of the world - to me art is a matur-
ing experience; it ages as the artist does.”

Pre-2007, Merrill Lynch took him to Japan for 11 years 
and provided the opportunity to travel. “As art was never a 
hobby for me, I put down my brushes for over 20 years - how-
ever, even though I wasn’t painting, I was still an artist.”

Born in Pakistan, travel and culture have had the most in-
fluence on Nasser’s work. “The aesthetics of the Japanese cul-
ture were very evident in my earlier work when I returned to 
painting.”

In 2008, he decided to make art his full time occupation 
and left the corporate world. “There was a period of about 
nine months when I was still at the bank and painting - it was 
tough as I was painting through the night and going to work 
in the morning. One aspect of that overlap is now I only paint 
at night.”

Nasser’s work is grouped into series such as Blue Turmoil, 
Entanglement and Emotional Decay. I wanted to know if art 
was a form of therapy for Nasser, or perhaps a religious experi-
ence. “Neither - creativity to me is quite a destructive process. 
There are many sacrifices you have to make to create art - my 
early work was grouped as I was experimenting more in per-
sonal elements in my life.”

Art and Internationalism
Nasser Azam’s work as 

a banker and artist have 

taken him all over the 

world, from Pakistan and 

Antartica, to 5 miles above 

the Earth. Laura Hughes is 

charmed by this most vi-

vacious of characters.

Athena, London, July 2012

Keshmir,  2010

PHOTO CREDIT, TOP AND ABOVE: ©NASSER AZAM
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Nasser Azam 
has created two 
sets of artwork in 
zero gravity. As the 
London City Hall 
artist in residence, 
Nasser and a team 
of painters includ-
ing Lyn Hagan, 
Stelarc, Luke Jer-
ram and Nin Bru-
dermann, ascended 
23,000ft in a spe-
cially modified zero 
gravity plane to 
carry out his ‘Per-
formance Painting’ 
Project. The purpose of the endeavour was to 
find the most extreme conditions in which an 
artist can efficaciously create. The project ex-
plored the limits of creativity in extreme and 
unfamiliar physical conditions.

“I temed both the Zero Gravity and the 
Antarctica projects as “performance paint-
ings” - an effort to let the extreme environ-
ments dictate what I was painting. Both 
space and Antarctica are two harsh environ-
ments that humans don’t live in. Faced with 
those challenges we think of survival, but I 
wanted to review what the impact would be 
on creativity given those conditions.”

During this ‘Life in Space’ assignment, 
Nasser completed 
two new triptychs, 
Homage to Francis 
Bacon: Triptych 
I and Homage to 
Francis Bacon: 
Triptych II. Both 
were completed 
whilst experiencing 
exhausting weight-
lessness. In Febru-
ary 2010, Nasser’s 
artistic expedition 
took him to Ant-
arctica. He created 
a series of oil paint-
ings in response to 
his experience of 
these foreign fro-
zen landscapes.

In 2010 Nasser 
acquired the Mor-
ris Singer Art 
Foundry, the oldest 
bronze foundry in 
the UK, and went 
on to launch it as 
the Zahra Modern 
Art Foundry.

The historic 
foundry has pro-
duced some of the 
world’s most fa-
mous monumental 

sculptures, including the bronze lions in Tra-
falgar Square, and the Boudicca outside the 
Houses of Parliament. It has produced work 
by all the major British sculptors over the 
past 170 years, including Henry Moore.

Nasser’s sculpture and their semi-nat-
ural, perforated style have led to compari-
sons of his art with the work of 20th-century 
sculptors such as Archipenko and Henry 
Moore.   His sculpture Athena stands as a 
symbol of the on-going regeneration of East 
London.  It weights eleven tonnes and is 12 
metres in height. “I think Athena is a good 
start to the regeneration of Newham that 
is taking place and as it is permanent - will 

hopefully continue 
to add to that.”

“In 2006 I had 
the idea for a large 
public sculpture 
in London. The 
image of Athena 
came almost im-
mediately - it just 
seemed to me the 
simplest form that 
could express the 
aspirations of a 
community at a 
time of great opti-
mism and change. 
Above all, I hope 

that Athena becomes a positive symbol for 
Newham, the Borough where I grew up, and 
where my parents still live.”

The sculpture was created as an expres-
sion of the excitement and ambition of Lon-
don, in the run up to the Olympics and a re-
flection on the history of the Games. “I have 
a dedicated team of designers and craftsmen 
who were able to realise my sculpture in three 
dimensions, and on a scale that even I at first 
thought was impossible. It has been a real 
honour to have worked with so many won-
derful and talented people, without whom 
this really extraordinary undertaking would 
not have been possible.”

Nasser has 
collaborated in his 
life with a number 
of artists in the 
fields of fashion, 
film and mu-
sic. As a philan-
thropic promoter 
and mentor to 
younger artists, in 
2009 ‘The Azam 
Collection’ was 
launched, as an 
investment fund 
for contemporary 
creations.

We talked 
about censorship 
in art. Nasser’s 
response was in-
sightful and I 
thought it defined 
him as an artist: 
“To me what mat-
ters is integrity, 
whatever form the 
art takes - as long 
as it is genuine 
then the artist has 
the right to make 
it and everyone 
has the right to 
assimilate and 
evaluate it.” M

Arts in York: What’s On
“Transformation”, an art exhibition in 

York’s The New School House Gallery featur-
ing Helen Chadwick’s Piss Flowers alongside 
various artworks and poetry by Costa book 
award winner Jo Shapcott.

The Tate Britain, London, presents the 
famous annual Turner Prize, featuring a selec-
tion of wonderful current artists: Spartacus 
Chetwynd, Luke fowler, Paul Noble and Eliza-
beth Price.

Our very own Drama Barn presents Bird-
song  nightly on the weekend beginning the 
7th December. Adapted by Rachel Wagstaff 
from Faulks’ famous novel, Birdsong Narrates 
the story of Lieutenant Stephen Wraysford’s 
service in the first world war.

York Minster is hosting The Orb exhibition 
in. Displays include a variety of beautiful stain 
glass with interesting and intimate lighting. 
It’s been described as “England’s equivalent to 
the Sistine Chapel”. Also, the very popular sev-
en lesson carol service takes place on Thursday 

at the Minster.
York’s department of Theatre, Film and 

Television presents Howard Brenton’s Green-
land, a play exploring the possibility of societal 
utopia. Showing on the 6th and 8th December 
in the Blackbox on campus.

Bloody Poetry, by playwright Howard 
Brenton, is described as  “a daring exploration 
of sexuality, philosophy and the cost of liberty 
within a society which represses its protago-
nists at every turn”. It’s showing at the Black-
box on the 7th and 8th December.

The inimitable and irreverent Jimmy Carr 
stands up at Grand Opera House York, on the 
7th and 8th december.

Sitting Room Comedy club presents a 
night with  Paul Tonkinson, Dan Evans, Alfie 
Moore and MC Tom Taylor in Harrogate. The 
Barbican presents Stand up York on Wednes-
day 12th December. Ben Cross

For reviews of events head to
www.nouse.co.uk/arts

www.ey.com/uk/careers

T
his spring saw David Hockney’s 
magnum opus, the exhibition A 
Bigger Picture, fling him to the 

forefront of popular modern art. The ex-
hibition, predominantly featuring land-
scapes from the Yorkshire dales, proved to 
be one of the most critically acclaimed and 
widely attended exhibitions ever featured 
at the Royal Academy. Its sheer accessibil-
ity and popular appeal shed some of the 
stigma of “obscurity” that haunts modern 
art, and proved a huge success, with both 
self-confessed “art-freaks” and the rest of 
us revelling in his colourful creations. 

The covergirl – as it were – of the 
exhibition was Winter Timber. The focal 
point of this jaw-droppingly overwhelm-
ing piece is a 12ft tree stump which Hock-
ney lovingly refers to as the totem. Last 
month, however, the totem was subjected 
to a violent attack with an axe, spray-
paint, and possibly a chainsaw.

 This apparent act of spite has trig-
gered media interest akin to the death 
of a minor celebrity, with interviews and 
obituaries in regional, as well as national, 
newspapers. Hockney himself has spoken 
with Guardian displaying his feelings of 
loss, and proclaiming the wildly childish 
sentiment that the world is full of “mean” 
and “spiteful” people. Wherever you turn, 
there is a flurry of media attention, but in 
every piece, there lacks a focus: there is 
no relevant argument, nothing connected 
to its effects within the art world, and 
nothing to suggest its cultural relevance. 
In fact, it’s just a report of a tree being 
chopped down.

And my question is why? Why would 
national newspapers assume that because 
this stump was once featured in a popular 
painting, it demands news coverage? If 
the entirety of the Yorkshire countryside 
perished at the hands of a possibly mal-
directioned, and ultimately completely 
ineffectual, terrorist nuclear attack, the 
press focus wouldn’t reflect the tragic loss 
of Hockney’s beloved inspiration, but on 
the disastrous consequences for the York-
shire population (and future generations 
of triple headed Welsh sheep). The stump 
has been given a false status by its inclu-
sion in a piece of art, and to revere it as a 
martyr to the art world would be wrong. 

The reasons why the totem’s untimely 
death should be only be seen as a random 
act of vandalism, and not the destruction 
of a sacred shrine, stem back to principles 
of aesthetics and beauty. The act of dis-
playing a tangible object within a piece 
of art is not enough to make the object it-
self art. Van Gogh’s A Wind-Beaten Tree. 
may have been beaten by the wind until 
it toppled over, and Manet’s  Dejuner sur 
l’Herbe is probably somewhere under-
neath a concrete car-park, much like the 
bones of Richard III.

No one knows. In fact, no one cares. 
And nor should they because the ob-

jet d’art is not changed physically, but the 
way in which it’s perceived is irreversibly 
altered by its inclusion in a piece of art. 
Hockney has augmented the perceived 
beauty of the stump to the extent that it 
has become synonymous with Hockey and 
his art. If someone stole, doused in petrol, 
and set fire to Winter Timber that would 
be a tragedy. It would also become a polit-
ical statement about the art world, cultur-
ally relevant, and probably of sentimental 
value to Hockney. But this isn’t. This ran-
dom, unaccounted for, act of vandalism 
bears no significance on, well, anything. 
It is undeniably sad, but not newsworthy.

Hockney: Failing to see 

the Bigger Picture?

Poppy Bullard

“There was a period of about nine months 

when I was still at the bank and painting. 

I’ve left the bank, but now I only paint at 

night.”

PHOTO CREDIT: SARAHAZAMAzam and his team painting at zero gravity, at 23,000 ft



R
omanticism was born out of the social, 
economic and political whirlwind of 
the 18th and early 19th Century. It was 

brought about by the galvanising forces of 
the Enlightenment, industrialisation, and the 
French Revolution. These developments sent 
shock-waves throughout Europe, inspiring a 
generation of thinkers and creatives. Roman-
ticism captured the widespread feelings of 
instability and uncertainty about the future, 
but also the sense of anticipation for a new 
era of innova-
tion and break-
ing boundaries. 
This central no-
tion of Roman-
ticism is visually 
articulated in 
Casper David 
Friedrich’s icon-
ic painting Wan-
derer above the 
sea of fog, through the triumphant pose of the 
lone figure, standing above the clouds, with 
his foot on the edge, as if preparing to step up 
into the mist itself and transcend earthly limi-
tations. This notion of breaking boundaries, 
heightened emotions, and the feeling of awe 
at the power of nature, resonating from Frie-
drich’s painting, constitute some of the major 
themes of Romanticism.

The image of the lone figure in Friedrich’s 

painting highlights the key concern of the Ro-
mantics: the shift toward individualism. The 
Romantics freed themselves from pre-con-
ceived notions of representation, in favour of 
the pursuit of their own unique vision of the 
world. This was founded upon the imagina-
tion, rather than on reason and rationality. As 
Rüdiger Safranski, philosopher and journalist 
puts it, “Romanticism is in essence pleasure in 
the creative power of the imagination… And 
a transcendence of reality in the direction of 

the fantastic.” In 
literature, this 
notion showed 
itself through the 
works of Keats, 
Wordsworth and 
Shelley, who fo-
cused on self-ex-
ploration and in-
dividual pursuit. 

This cult of 
the individual was also cultivated by Lord By-
ron, through his controversial Byronic hero: 
the solitary, alluringly mysterious male figure 
striding through the mists, defied sense and 
reason in his supernatural qualities, and high-
lighted society’s fear of the unknown through 
his exoticism, sex appeal, and by bringing 
to light the subversive depths of the human 
unconscious. This exploration of the super-
natural, as a rejection of the Enlightenment 

values of reason and empiricism, 
was emphasized in works such 
as Emily Bronte’s Wuthering 
Heights, and Horace Walpole’s 
The Castle of Otranto, and in 
Francisco Goya’s paintings ex-
ploring the outer-regions of the 
imagination. 

But by the mid-19th century,  
Romanticism took a drastic turn 
away from Friedrich’s figure star-
ing into the future with intent. 
The developments of the Indus-
trial age led the Romantics to 
look at the future with contempt 
for modern developments, and 
instead look to the past for ref-
uge from a society which they 
saw as morally degenerate. Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti and Edward 

Burne-Jones led the Pre-Raphaelites (part of 
Romantic Movement), depicted Medieval and 
classical settings, indicating a yearning for the 
simplicity of the past that were un-touched by 
the commotion of industrial development. 

In literature, this was mirrored in Tenny-
son’s poetry drawing inspiration from mythol-
ogy and Arthurian legends. Other artists op-
posing industrialised life and the constraints 
it imposed, looked to nature, which they saw 
as being integral to health and happiness. 
This showed itself in Constable’s paintings 
of idyllic rural life, and at the other extreme, 
Turner’s dramatic landscapes and seascapes. 
For Turner, nature was primarily a means of 
expressing human emotion and consciouness. 

Similarly, writers such as Wordsworth and 
Coleridge looked to nature as a means of exw-
pressing themes of pain, loss and grief.

Emotion and psychology as central sub-
jects for artistic exploration, form the bedrock 
of Romanticism. Convoluted and conflicting 
as Romanticism may seem, this one emerg-
ing theme binds the various strands of this 
chaotic movement together into a semblance 
of harmony. From the sex appeal of Byron’s 
striding anti-heroes, to the internal turmoil 
evoked in Turner’s tumultuous seascapes, 
to the feeling of awe at natural phenomena 
evoked in Friedrich’s painting – in all these 
things, human impulse and emotion is the 
protagonist.JMW Turner, “The Slave Ship”, 1840
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T
he Norman Rea Gallery provides 
a great opportunity for students 
who are both interested in view-

ing and curating art. 
Founded by the Langwith Provost, 

the gallery boasts three to four exhibi-
tions a term, including last Monday’s 
‘Miss Hazard’, a street artist. We speak to 
Ally, a Norman Rea curator to glean her 
insight into the work behind the walls of 
the Norman Rea: “The gallery was set up 
by the postgraduate-comprised Lang-
with Arts Society about fifteen years 
ago. It used to be the Langwith common 
room, with beanbags everywhere. After 
three or four years it became student led, 
and today we have a committee of about 
thirty five.”

The gallery is not YUSU affiliated, 
and has a slightly different recruiting 
process, with History of Art students 
forming the majority. Ally agreed that it 
was an attractive selling-point for pro-
spective students.

“Last year when our year took the 
gallery over, it was completely History 
of Art-dominated. We wanted to alter 

this and get more peo-
ple involved, so aimed 
our recruitment pro-
cess at students from 
different departments. 
We don’t have elections 
like YUSU societies, 
but interview people to 
find suitable candidates 
instead.”      

“There is a normal 
structure to the com-
mittee and anyone can 
put ideas in. We’ve had 
a few well-established 
artists, including a 
French photographer 
last year and a guy 
who’s done displays for 
Selfridges. We’ve had 
such a range of work 
and as a result we hope 
to attract different 
groups of people with a 
changing audience.”

The gallery com-
piles its funds from a 

“The Romantics freed them-

selves from pre-conceived notions 

of representation, in favour of 

their own unique vision.” 

The Movements: Romanticism
Jordan Licht

Students and the Arts: The Norman Rea Gallery
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variety of sources, in-
cluding sales: at the 
Hazard exhibition, 
works ranged from a 
£25 t-shirt to a £500 
painting. It has also 
benefited from recent 
success: “Last year we 
won a Silver award 
from the Vice-Chancel-
lor. The money injec-
tion will enable us to 
make it as it should be”, 
Ally gestures towards 
the crisp white walls. 
“We’ve installed new 
MDF boards over the 
old walls, which are a 
much nicer surface to 
work on”. 

The gallery is split 
into two rooms, one 
large and one smaller 
lake-facing corridor. 
We discussed the direc-
tion - with all exhibi-
tions most work is dis-

played on the walls. It can be confusing 
to know where to begin viewing. Even 
when there are pieces in the centre, it 
seems a little slightly haphazard.

“It can be an awkward space to work 
with, however the limits of the layout do 
provide a challenge for us to work with, 
so now we know exactly what works 
where. Every inch of the walls has been 
measured again and again, there’s a sur-
prising amount of maths. The issue is 
the space can be booked out for things 
like Pilates, and it’s a corridor between 
blocks. We can’t have things on the floor 
anytime except for the opening night, 
only on or against the walls”.

With exhbitions, Ally did concede 
that many “just come for the free wine”, 
but thinks that it emulates a professional 
gallery, where they have open bars.” We 
suggested an open Courtyard.

As we said farewell, a couple came 
in and began perusing the pieces. Exhi-
bitions remain for about two weeks, and 
it was refreshing to see some students 
actively visiting the gallery, pre-empting 
the opening night. Tom Cox

Casper David Friedrich,  “Wanderer above the Sea of Fog”, 1818
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J
oseph Anton could quite eas-
ily be a novel, and a very good 
novel at that. Compared to some 

more mundane literary memoirs, this 
book focuses on the remarkable story 
of how Salman Rushdie, the British-
Indian novelist, survived the fatwa is-
sued against him in 1989 by Ayatollah 
Khomeini, an Iranian Islamic cleric, for 
his supposedly blasphemous words in 
The Satanic Verses.  The fatwa, or death 
warrant, meant Rushdie was placed 
under extensive protection by the Brit-
ish state, and the prompt adoption of 
a pseudonym; ‘Joseph Anton’, a fusion 
of two of his favourite writers: Joseph 
Conrad and Anton Chekhov. The mem-
oir details a series of insane events – 
post-fatwa – that lasted a staggering 
decade, in a very sane and lucid way. 

In one sense, Joseph Anton reflects 
a common theme in Rushdie’s own lit-
erature: the intersection between the 
private and personal, with the political 
and international spheres. The book 
describes with great precision how na-
tions discussed, sometimes ignored, 
and eventually fought for Rushdie, his 
novel, and the values that the whole ep-
isode embodied. The Thatcher govern-
ment was compelled to protect Rushdie 
and keep him alive, but kept him in a 
degraded state of virtual imprison-
ment, choosing to ignore the more se-
rious questions raised by a foreign na-
tion condemning an author in a free 
state to death for the crime of writing a 
novel. The way influential individuals, 
newspapers, publishers, and nations 
behaved in this period of undoubted 
physical risk, speaks volumes about 
their commitment to the principles of 
free speech, and the utility of the novel 
as a vehicle for such expression. 

It may seem petty to some readers 
how Rushdie appears to remember and 
rebuke every newspaper article which 
condemned him as an ‘intentional trou-
blemaker’ or ‘cynical moneymaker’, but 
this is an important history, which for 
a long time urgently needed to be put 
straight, and officially on the record. 
There are awe-inspiring tales of brave 
publishers refusing to bow to extrem-
ism, and refusing to be intimidated by 
those who would kill, and did kill those 

individuals associated with translating 
and publishing the novel.

As nations juggled this political 
and diplomatic hot potato, Rushdie, in 
Martin Amis’s memorable phrase ‘dis-
appeared into the front pages.’ On a per-
sonal level, the memoir elucidates how 
the ordeal fractured Rushdie’s identity 
as an individual. He was thrust into this 
new and unwanted identity of Joseph 
Anton (or ‘Joe’ as the protection officers 
called him to his great annoyance), and 
his now shameful and forbidden shell 
that was the author Salman Rushdie, 
was left by the wayside. Writing in the 
third person arguably aids this sense 
of detachment from a succession of 
incredibly unreal and rapidly unfold-
ing events. Moreover, there are honest 
and moving descriptions of how the 
fatwa shaped Rushdie’s relationships 
with friends, family members, but es-
pecially, women. The fatwa seemed to 
quicken the disintegration of his second 
marriage to Marianne, who he depicts 
as manipulative in the extreme, and 
bordering on the unhinged. Indeed, 
whilst Rushdie’s rather blasé attitude to 
infidelity is mildly alarming, the fatwa 
again seemed to drive a wedge between 
him and his third wife Elizabeth, and 
any potential emigration to America. 

The book helps readers understand 
the personal ruptures that accompa-
nied the events that were being played 
out in government offices and spread 
mercilessly across national newspa-
pers. And yet, despite all this, Rushdie 
refused to be silenced or self-pitying. 
As the years progressed, he became far 
more involved with reaching a diplo-
matic agreement to end the fatwa. He 
was no longer that political nuisance 
which could be shut up and hidden 
away, but a powerful voice in the dark 
who publicly and eloquently demand-
ed his right to freedom. 

The fact that Joseph Anton was 
ever able to be written is, in itself, a 
success story for freedom of speech: 
Rushdie, a hitherto condemned man is 
alive, kicking, writing and even tweet-
ing. Despite the book running some 
632 pages, Joseph Anton is actually a 
very concise memoir about a hugely 
important episode in recent history. It 
is a story brimming with solidarity, love 
and friendship in the face of extremist 
theocratic pretensions. Through no 
intention of his own, Rushdie has be-
come one of the writers whom we most 
associate with the struggle for intellec-
tual and literary freedom. Joseph An-
ton demonstrates why he is the most 
worthy and most ardent defender of 
that fundamental principle.

Boulle’s Jewels
AUTHOR: Francis Boulle
REVIEW: Poppy Bullard

Joseph Anton: 
A Memoir
AUTHOR: Salman Rushdie
REVIEW: Greg Clowes 

The Review

M
ade in Chelsea’s manufactured micro-
cosm has given us scandal, disrepute and 
decadence, all from the comfort of our 

homes - with no extra cost. But cast-member Fran-
cis Boulle’s new venture, topping the bestseller list, 
comes at a monstrous £6.99. I hear that’s the aver-
age price of a 50p Pick’n’Mix in Chelsea…

Boulle’s Jewels – The Business of Life. Catchy 
enough, and as Boulle stares out from the gaudy 
purple-and-gold cover, his furrowed brow ekes 
wisdom and authority... But then the sheen of the 
matte finish quickly reminds us that that this is a 
cheaply produced, novelty spin-off. Yes, I suppose 
this falls under Cardinal Sin #1 – Judging a Book 
by its Cover. So, apologies, but a book from a man 
whose job it is to be judged by his cover entirely 
warrants this thoroughly superficial judgement. 

Aesthetics aside, maybe the contents will de-
liver, as the blurb promises, “philosophies that rival 
Aristotle” and “thoughts about life that even Con-
fucius would have found enlightening”, but this is 
doubtful. Whilst it’s true that Boulle is one of the 
few cast members of Made in Chelsea who seems 
to have even a semblance of brain matter, achiev-
ing this in 143 pages, with large font, and graphics 
that are the love-child of a badly produced horror 
film and the cover of a Green Day album, seems 
ambitious. 

It quickly transpires that this little book, whilst 
written wittily, bypassed the first crucial step in 
producing non-fiction: defining itself. The emer-
gent mish-mash of cultural facets that “one simply 
must follow” and Boulle’s own personal taste, seem 
directionless. Each mini-chapter could, in itself, 

be pursued as a legitimate literary project, but the 
titbits that remain provide only a brief insight into 
potentially substantial ideas. The audience, too, 
seems to have been looked over. Some chapters 
appear to be geared at the student population – 
“Festiboulles” for the summer fun, and “iBoulles” 
for his fave choonz – whereas other chapters subtly 
reference places and names that only a fellow Chel-
sea-ite could pick up on; it’s hard to tell whether 
the snobbery is inherent, or a deliberate selling 
tool.

It’s not a handy, businessguide, filled with tips 
for young entrepreneurs, nor is it a useful etiquette 
book, for the aspiring SW3-dwellers; in fact, it 
doesn’t really seem to be anything at all. I would 
feel slightly ashamed leaving Boulle’s book on my 
bookshelf, so it shall reside in the loo. And not 
at the top of the pile, next to The Sloane Ranger 
Handbook (now there’s an etiquette book the una-
shamed middle classes can be proud of), but some-
where near the bottom, next to the 1001 uses for 
Duct Tape...

Shakespeare 

Who?

‘Staging the World’ 

British Museum

Jordan Licht
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S
hakespeare remains the most published play-
wright in history, and Britain’s biggest cultur-
al contribution to the world. But what place 

does he inhabit in the modern world? Has Eng-
land’s Golden Boy of literature become solely the 
pet of the privileged literary elite, or is his legacy 
more wide-ranging, affecting not just theatre-go-
ers and literature-lovers, but everyone? 

Staging the World reminds us that Shake-
speare and his legacy is woven into the fabric of 
our modern consciousness. It traces the timeless 
themes in his plays, including issues of class, im-
migration, gender, political corruption, and the 
drive for discovery, emphasizing Shakespeare as 
not just a chronicler of Elizabethan England, but 
of all time. 

However, the exhibition’s claim that ‘Shake-
speare is ‘for everyone’, is made redundant by the 
extortionate price (£12 for a student - yes, I really 
mean that), which limits ‘everyone’ to those who 
can afford to join an exclusive club. But the ache 
of parting with money is soothed when you think 
of it as paying to see a performance, which more 
accurately describes the experience. 

The exhibition frames Shakespeare’s most ac-
claimed works against a rich, colourful backdrop 
of Elizabethan society, involving intriguing his-
torical artefacts to create a dialogue between the 
writer’s work and his age. Another engaging fea-
ture is the inclusion of recent interpretations of 
iconic speeches from Shakespeare’s plays, filmed 
exclusively for the exhibition in collaboration with 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. These are pro-
jected onto the walls, including an incredible per-
formance by Paterson Joseph as Brutus in Julius 
Caesar, who brings Shakespeare’s malevolent ma-
nipulator to life. 

After all, it’s Shakespeare’s characters who 
people continue to identify with. Our continued 
fascination with his creations, ranging from that 
tragic ‘pair of star-cross’d lovers’, to Hamlet, the 
troubled poet, to Richard III, the tyrannical vil-
lain, witty and perverse in equal measure, is tes-
tament to the notion that Shakespeare’s greatest 
accomplishment was his representation of human 
nature. The exhibition’s inclusion of a 15th Century 
portrait of Richard III side by side a ‘moving video 
portrait’ of the King, acted by Jonjo O’Neill, high-
lights just how much this mysterious character 
continues to intrigue actors and audiences alike. 
This is also shown by the dramatic public response 
to the discovery of a skeleton under a Leicester car 
park, which was speculated to be the body of the 
deformed King. As Dora Thornton, curator says, 
“people want it to be Richard’s, they want to have 
this contact with this fascinating enigmatic char-
acter”.

Shakespeare’s works have also come to sym-
bolise freedom. In the 1970s, whilst in captivity 
in Robben Island, a prison off the coast of Cape 
Town, Sonny Venkatrathnam, the political pris-
oner, smuggled a copy of Shakespeare’s entire 
works, disguised as a Hindu scripture, on display 
in the exhibition. Venkatrathnam passed the book 
around from cell to cell, collecting signatures from 
the prisoners, who also marked their favourite sec-
tions. One of the 37 signatures belongs to Nelson 
Mandela, who marked out this passage from Ju-
lius Caesar: “Cowards may die many times before 
their deaths, the valiant never taste of death but 
once.”

 This mantra of hope, gives even greater cre-
dence to Ben Jonson, a writer’s prediction that 
Shakespeare is “not of an age, but of all time”. 

PHOTO CREDIT: SWAMIBU



N
icky has been in love with all things fashion for as long 
as she could remember. She fondly recalls her earliest 
memories of her mother and grandmother taking her 

to charity shops to buy high heels for her dressing-up box (and 
to stop her from stealing theirs). Her mother was the one who 
encouraged her to follow her heart, over her head. She tells me 
how she liked science at school, and until she had glandular 
fever during her A-levels, she was starting to think of a life ‘in a 
white suit trawling through bins.’ Her mother came down and 
suggested a career as a buyer. Nicky recalls her advice, “you 
love buying, you love fashion - you should buy for a company!” 
It was in 1999 that Nicky began her degree in Fashion Market-
ing and Communications at Nottingham Trent University.

Going to university, Nicky knew that fashion buying was 
what she wanted to do, and she shared with me how she turned 
her dream into reality. Schuh is the one of the largest retailers 
of branded footwear on the British High Street and online. 
They stock a range of brands from Hush Puppies to Vans, pro-
viding ‘individual high fashion footwear, sold in a unique and 
exciting retail environment’ since 1981. 

Schuh are renowned for scouting talent from within their 
company, preferring to fill a vacancy with someone already 
working for them. Nicky tells me that, in her first year (apart 
from getting very drunk at university) she found a part time 
job in Schuh. In her second year, she successfully applied for a 
buying placement in their head offices. During her placement, 
Nicky’s boss was impressed and asked Nicky to leave university 
and start work right away. “I was so torn”, 
Nicky recalls, “but I decided I had to fin-
ish university.”

 It was a difficult decision for Nicky, 
but she kept in touch with her boss. She 
stressed to me the importance of keeping 
up to date with everything that is happen-
ing in the industry which you are planning 
to go into. “To be a fashion buyer you don’t 
need to know the head of Gucci, but you 
do need to know the company you want 
to work for well.” Nicky tells me “work ex-
perience is key, but your attitude has to be 
right. You have to be able to watch, listen and learn. It’s a hard 
world, but always be personable and professional.”

 Nicky graduated with a 2:1, into a job as a buyer’s as-
sistant at Schuh. Her success at the company earned her a 
number of promotions. Just over two years ago, she became a 
Senior Buyer. I ask her what she does and after some thought 
she puts it simply: ‘I invest Schuh’s money in products which 
makes them profit.’ Before I spoke to Nicky, I had an idea of 
what a buyer did; or I thought I did. Nicky says ‘most people 
hold some common misconceptions of what buyers really do’. 
“Recently, we had a student in on a work placement, and he 
was shocked by what we really did. He expected it to be all jet-
setting and glamour, and sometimes it’s not!”

On a ‘nice day’, Nicky will be in the office for 8:30 am 
ready for a day of meetings. In a meeting with a supplier, she 
can be confronted with a room full of hundreds of shoes to 
ruffle through and choose what she believes ‘fits a trend, or 
appeals to a Schuh customer’. “A lot of time is spent trawling 
through paper work too”, sales figures must constantly be ad-

dressed, to make sure all stores 
have enough stock. “Many people 
say they would like to be a buyer as 
they think we buy what we like per-
sonally. Everyone knows what they 
like or don’t like, so think it’s easy 
– they think it’s all fashion shows. 
A good buyer buys a range of prod-
ucts that sells, whether they like it 
or not, I’ve never been to a fashion 
show!” However, Nicky does admit 
to a reasonable amount of jet-set-
ting, even without the shows.

“Some days, I’ll be at the air-
port at 5am for a flight, perhaps 
from the head office in Edinburgh, 
to London, for a day of meetings 
and a dinner.” With her long list of 
clients and trade shows, she flies 
off to New York, Milan and Berlin 
at least once a year. Nicky mainly 
focuses on America and Europe, but the design team scouts 
the entire globe for new trends and clients. She tells me about 
searching for new trends, and admits they do a lot of people 
watching. The design team will walk the streets of L.A. to Co-
penhagen, hunting down the latest fashion craze. We laugh 
about the advent of the Croc-phenomenon. “Crocs made their 

way to schuh after the design team ventured on a trend-watch 
to Tokyo and everyone was wearing them.”

In conversation with a senior buyer at a top high-street 
name, I can’t help but talk trends. I ask her for the low down 
on next season’s must haves. ‘You’ve got to have a bit of eve-
rything on the high street’ she admits but next season ‘mint 
green is going to be big! A mint green shoe was one of our 
strongest selling shoes of the last season, and we’ll be buy-
ing more of it!’ Nicky tells me, ‘we maximise what styles have 
worked with subtle updates but also champion new trends and 
brands to find the next big thing.’ This season, Schuh have in 
an ‘Intergalactic’ range with a ‘retro futuristic’ feel, next sea-
son they’ll have a range with a similar aesthetic but a bit more 
technical –‘more mesh and metallics’.

We talk about this season’s big hits; we all know the Olym-
pics were huge and ‘Women’s Sports sales took over Women’s 
Fashion sales for the first time ever! It’s suddenly acceptable to 
wear trainers out on a night out. Adidas and Nike have gone 
more “fashion” with their trainers. and the sports trend with 

a feminine edge has struck gold!” Wedged trainers have been 
huge this season, and Schuh will be sticking with this casual 
trend next season too.

“The whole footwear market is having a casual make over”, 
she tells me, “the 90s are back and here to stay.” This season,  
we have seen flatforms, creepers and Dr. Martens galore, and 

next season will present us with much of 
the same. “We’re so lucky we’re Dr. Mar-
tens biggest stockers, they have been 
great sellers recently,” Nicky reveals. We 
briefly speak about the celebrity impact 
on their sales and trends especially since 
Rihanna’s look is very 90s: “After Rihanna 
appeared at the 2012 Brit Awards in Tim-
berland boots, they flew off the shelves.’ 
Rihanna and Rita Ora “are who we’re all 
watching right now and shows such as X 
factor, Mad Men and even Fresh Meat...I 
love Vod in Fresh Meat, her styling is 

great, very Victorian-Goth, very now.”
My time talking to Nicky gave me an insight into her 

world. It was not all I expected yet I was not disappointed. 
My expectations were high but despite the mountains of pa-
per work and 5am starts, I still see why this job is desired by 
many. Trade shows around the world, and meetings that con-
sist of sifting through countless pairs of shoes sound rather ap-
pealing. However, it’s not all endless glamour and freebies, as 
Nicky constantly reminded me. “In order to make it as a buyer 
you have to keep in mind that “it’s a hard world and if you don’t 
make the cut you’re out.”

What shone through most, talking to Nicky, was her pas-
sion, her dedication, and most importantly her glowing per-
sonality: “Being a buyer is about maintaining good relations 
with everyone around you. When I interview people what I 
look for is someone who I can see working with everyone in 
our office. Work experience is key, and so is academic merit 
but above all I want someone who wants to learn and is ready 
to listen.’ M
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Pastime to profession

Buying is one of fashion’s most sought-

after jobs. Nicky Shallcross, Senior 

Buyer at Schuh, tells Francesca Butcher 

about how she got there, and why it’s 

not just about jet-setting and glamour 

(most of the time anyway).

“We’re all watching shows like X factor and 

Fresh Meat. I love Vod, her styling is great. 

Very Victorian-Goth. Very now.”
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W
ith brands such as Zara and H&M snap-
ping at its heels, Topshop has had to work 
hard to remain at the forefront of British 

fashion lovers’ hearts and minds. Their strategy of 
competitive pricing, huge turnover of key trends 
and a sprinkling of luxury items is one that has been 
adopted all over the High Street. Even their pen-
chant for designer collaboration has been relent-
lessly imitated. But Topshop still has an ace up its 
embellished sleeve.

Topshop has made some unprecedented moves 
in the past few years to bridge the gap between 
the big name fashion houses and their High Street 
brand. No longer content with simply imitating the 
looks shown on the catwalk, Topshop now has its 
own spot at London Fashion Week. This September, 
the Topshop Space in Bedford Square was the most 
hyped venue of them all. I was there with the swarm 
of bloggers and paparazzi snapping furiously away 
as fashion stars such as Olivia Palermo and Anna 
Della Russo sauntered through the closely guard-
ed gates. Not only was the great, white circus tent 
showcasing Topshops own high fash-

ion brand Unique, 
they played host 

to a cohort of 
young and su-

per-talented 
d e s i g n -
ers. Lou-
ise Gray, 
M i c h a e l 
van der 

Ham, Mary 
K a t r a n t o -

zou, Meadham 
Kirchhoff and Pe-

ter Pilotto all dazzled 

Dressing for... The party season

the fashion world’s great and good. 
By nurturing developing talent Topshop is giv-

ing back to the industry it relies on, all the while en-
suring that their shops will always be full of collabo-
rations with the latest bright young things. 

This unique symbiotic relationship has pro-
duced an interesting hybrid of a brand that can ca-
ter to all breeds of fashion lovers. It’s rare to find a 
brand that can simultaneously keep fourteen year 
old girls in neon short shorts and have high flying 
fashionistas coo over their latest collections. Even 
though H&M snags some big names for its collabo-
rative work, it’s pretty much impossible for the av-
erage person to get their hands on it without ninja 
queing skills and a platinum credit card. Not so with 
Topshop, as evidenced by their latest mutual effort 
with Jordan Askill. 

Sculpture and jew-
elry designer Askill hails 

from Sydney, Aus-
tralia, where he 
was awarded the 
1st Prize Grand 
Marnier Design 
Award for Fash-

ion Excellence. 
He made the move 

from Down Under to cut his teeth working for Dior 
Homme in Paris, before launching his own original 
jewelry collection. Now Topshop has snagged him 
to produce a dazzling array of shiny things to take 
pride of place on every girls Christmas wish list. 
The capsule collection includes delicate rings, some 
hefty cuffs adorned with majestic panther heads 
and an intricate charm bracelet. Askill named his 
inspirations for the collection as ancient Egypt, en-
dangered species, and ‘sentimentality’. It’s quite an 
eclectic mix, to say the least. 

However, there’s a twist in the tail that brings 
all those influences together. The panther heads fea-
ture a unique take on the traditional charm bracelet 
model; they hold in their mouths detachable trin-
kets that can be kept to adorn their original piece, 
or, as the designer himself suggests, given away to 
someone who matters to you. They’re a sexy, sophis-
ticated take on a friendship bracelet or locket and 
will make a perfect gift that keeps on giving, so snap 
them up whilst you can. Let’s just hope that Topshop 
keeps evolving and continues to pick smart collabo-
rations like this one.

T
he nights have drawn in, the Christmas lights are on in 
town, and last minute essays are nearly done. Even if you 
don’t observe a particular religious festival over the holi-

days, it is that wonderful time of the year when you can start plan-
ning for the party season. If you’re desperate for a fabulous new 
outfit that can take you from a posh drinks party with the rela-
tives, to a casual catch-up down the pub with your mates from 
home – fear not. We’ve sought out the key catwalk trends that can 
be found on the High Street at a price that won’t break the bank, 
but won’t scrimp on the festive fun.

Ladies, you shouldn’t have to rely on the boring LBD to drag 
you through another round of mulled wine and mince pies. It’s a 
myth that they flatter your figure more than any other well-cho-
sen dress, and they’re just plain boring. Take some inspiration 
from the opulent offerings that Dolce and Gabbana sent down 
the catwalk and rock the baroque look. Intricate gold detailing 

exudes sophisticated glamour and can either be dressed up or 
down at will. 

If you’ve been extra good this year then splash out on this 
fabulous frock from Karen Millen. Wear with biker boots for the 
rock chick look, or go for gold in heels and trusty black tights. 

River Island has some less pricey options if your last pre-
sent-buying frenzy left you a bit short. 

Gentlemen, take heed from 
Paul Smith and wear your 

Christmas knit with (iron-
ic) pride. From nautical 
to the Nordic, there’s 
a jumper style for 
everyone out there. 
Hit up Top Man for 
some nifty knitwear 
to wear with your fa-

vourite pair of jeans. If 
you need to smarten it 

up a notch, Gap does a great 
range in jewel-tone, brushed 

cotton trousers. India Block
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Topshop 
stays on top

India Block
FASHION EDITOR

F
ragrances can be magical - 
they can drag up memories 
that have lain dormant for 

years, or can stir feelings not yet 
experienced, in one sniff. Yet how 
troublesome it must be to adver-
tise scent in print or video when 
it is the most ephemeral of senses. 
Perfume adverts appear as two-
minute blockbusters - a visual and 
audible explosion of seductive ac-
tion, featuring some of the world’s 
most beautiful people. They as-
sure us of our potential sensual 
and sexual allure and promise 
the possibility of adventure and 
romance. We may not be able 
to smell the product but we can 
guess at its overall effect. 

However, when Chanel re-
leased its latest campaign, star-
ring Brad Pitt, it was met with 
ridicule and confusion. When 
the house first announced their 
plans back in May, it was unclear 
as to whether Pitt was fronting a 
campaign for a No. 5 scent pour 
homme, or whether he was indeed 
about to become the first male 
face of the female fragrance. Their 
decision to take the latter option 
has subsequently provided You-
tube with hundreds of parodies 
and piss takes of the most ludi-
crous fragrance adverts to date.

Chanel No. 5 is possibly the 
world’s most famous perfume of 

all time. It speaks of sophistica-
tion, of old time glamour’. In re-
cent years, the brand has kept to 
its roots by using actresses, such 
as Audrey Tautou, who evoked 
the notion of the classic starlet, 
and oozed in old school charm. 
We know that sex sells - whether 
it is Blake Lively having a really 
good time spritzing herself with 
Gucci Première, or Rosie Hun-
tington-Whiteley naked under a 
raincoat for Burberry Body. We 
buy fragrances to feel sensual. A 
drop of musk behind the ear be-
fore going out gives a woman the 
sense of empowerment, of hidden 
sexual prowess. Each Chanel ad-
vert up until now has focused on 
the effect that No. 5 has on wom-
en - how it makes them feel, what 
journey it leads them on, who they 
send crazy with the scent. 

Any exciting or empowering 
message gets lost behind the fug 
of Pitt’s bizarre one-liners. The 
glamour is gone too: Pitt has the 
appearance of an incoherent fugi-
tive who hasn’t seen a barber in 
months. With a male lead in place, 
there is nothing of the brand’s 
original sophistication, beauty or 
excitement in this recent offering. 
Many Chanel fans will have been 
saddened by such a misguided at-
tempt to reinvent something that 
was perfect just the way it was.

Chanel No. Zero.
Miranda Larbi

Spend/Save/Steal
The Trophy Knit

HANDKNIT CROSS JUMPER. UNIQUE. 
£295.00

If you’re going to splash the cash do it at Top-
shop Unique – not only a worthwhile investment, 
but also an exclusive look. Daisy Lowe recently 
sported this statement item, showing us mere 
mortals how to look effortless and on trend at the 
same time.

Rachel Thompson

NAVY DUCK JUMPER. RIVER ISLAND. 
£38.00

The trophy knit is not just a trend for the 
girls; this easy and versatile look has been spot-
ted on various male pin-ups. Eddie Redmayne is 
rarely without his epaulette detail knits. If you 
don’t have the budget of a Burberry model/ Les 
Mis actor then this is a great bargain.

Rachel Thompson

D
on’t just get any old sweater. Go for the emblazoned kind with retro 
logos, a tongue-in-cheek slogan, or even a cute motif. It is the season 
of trophy knits not humble pullovers. They’re practical for the cold 

and a staple trend this winter. 

LUCCA STAR JUMPER. URBAN OUTFIT-
TERS. £65.00

Tap into a playful aesthetic, courtesy of Lucca 
at Urban Outiftters, with this star knit jumper. 
Think fun and think Wildfox. Their star print 
knits have been seen on everyone from Ales-
sandro Ambrosio to Miley Cyrus). Keep warm 
in style this winter and put this jumper on your 
christmas list.

BAROQUE 

MAST DRESS. 

KAREN MILLEN. £310
CHINOS. GAP. £39.95
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“I
was described by an ex-boyfriend as a spoiled brat on 
acid. Though he did tell me he was envious of  my flat, 
my shrink, breasts and teeth."

Ms Marmite – love her or hate her, is an eccentric com-
bination of terrifying headmistress and restorative aunt. As I 
began with my questions, it suddenly dawned on me that per-
haps I had bitten off more than I could chew.

Kerstin Rodgers, as she is more formally known, is the 
mother of the underground restaurant revolution. With one 
of the top food blogs in the UK and almost 4,000 followers 
on Twitter, she began hosting her own supper club, The Un-
derground Restaurant, from her eclectic kitchen in London in 
2009. This is the sort of lady who makes you want to forage 
your fork into an oozing banoffee pie, spit out your granola and 
suck all the meat off the joint of life.

Born and raised in North London, Kerstin’s menus are 
about more than mere middle class munch. Ms Marmite has 
cooked for French philosophers, Serbian trade unionists and 
even the People's Global Action conference in Belgrade. Her 
supper club also reserves cheaper seats for the unemployed 
and those who normally might not be able to eat out.  In her 
time at the stove, Kirstin has catered for a plethora of events, 
from festivals in fields to squats, one of which was a swimming 
pool, where she lived with her boyfriend in a tiny changing 
room.

The look of her supper club is an array of conflicting vin-
tage crockery and French shabby chic. The evening’s menu for 
the night is written up on a huge mirror, whilst the secret loca-
tion of her house is only revealed after booking.  Ms Marmite’s 
style of cooking is deliciously experimental and her "philoso-
phy stems from a punk, do it yourself ethic.” As a pescatarian, 
she does not eat, cook or serve meat. Popular dishes at her res-
taurant include Squid Ink Tortellini stuffed with Goat Cheese 
and Cockalekie (without the Cock.) 

There's nothing artificially sweet about Kerstin Rogers.  

As women continue to struggle with warped perceptions of 
their bodies, I wanted to know if Ms Marmite saw our weight-
obsessed culture as a feminist issue and thin women as the en-
emy. Should women beef up for the cause? “I think we should 
all be accepting of the different shapes and sizes and colours 
that bodies come in. This is a particular issue for women as 
they continue to be judged on their appearance, within a very 
narrow criterion. Thin women, some of whom work endlessly 
at it, some of whom are genetically fortunate, are not the en-
emy, but they are bloody lucky. When I'm a fashionable weight, 
it's something I have to work at full-time and actually, I'd rath-
er get on with other stuff. Divorce and India are the only ways 
of losing weight easily.”

I want to know what Ms Marmite thinks of London’s cur-
rent cupcake craze. Did it represent women’s compromise be-
tween labouredly squeezing into the size 8 jeans we're led to 
believe we are supposed to fit, whilst simultaneously satisfying 
that innate ‘female’ desire for something sweet? “Cupcakes are 
pretty and sweet, just like us gurls. Only kidding. I'm not really 
a cupcake person, I prefer savoury. To be a proper chef, to start 
a food business is to challenge the dominant culture which is 
still very male, in food. To make a few cupcakes and start a blog 
about it, is conforming to type. That said, I still like girly shit.”  

For years, the female sexual appetite has often been both 
marketed and represented through food. Nigella Lawson and 
Sophie Dahl have fed this sexualisation of food. Critics have 
coined this the evolution of ‘gastro porn.’ So is the food people 
eat and how they eat, reflective of personality, and is it really 
right to sell sex on a plate? “In my family we have two types: 
creamy cheerful and savoury miserable. This is about the two 
types of pasta sauce we eat: my mum and daughter love cream 
based sauces and they tend to be more optimistic. My dad and 
I prefer tomatoey, garlicky, oily pasta sauces and we tend to be 
a bit miz. (But my dad and I are more ambitious, harder work-
ing) So maybe it's true?”

The Madness of Marmite

Flamboyant Foodie, 

Ms Marmite, talks to 

Laura Hughes about 

cooking for therapy 

and gastro porn.
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“Nigella and Sophie are both very beautiful and of course, 
you use whatever capital you have to get ahead. But they both 
also come from very rich and very connected families. In fact, 
I have more of an issue with the class distinctions in food.” 
Kerstin talks of a culinary apartheid. With the strength of a 
double espresso, Ms Marmite tells me: “You can divide all food 
telly into toffs or tarts. Rarely do you have working class peo-
ple talking, writing or making TV about food. In newspapers, 
the food critic job is a kind of present given to star column-
ists, whether they know anything about food or not. See Zoe 
Williams, Grace Dent, Toby Young. All good writers but not 
particularly good on food.”

Celebrities such as Sophie Dahl, Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Alex James, are all queuing up to become celebrity chefs.  Is 
this because cooks seem to be the only public figures left that 
the public trust?  “I think celebrity culture has distorted cook-
ery book publishing. Nowadays it's almost only possible to get 
a book published if you are on TV. All of these stars have tons 
of assistants and ghost writers, rarely do they ever write their 
books.”  Ms Marmite suggests that perhaps the public are mis-

guided in placing their trust in these celebrity chefs, and calls 
for a little more honesty.

“Sophie Dahl is beautiful and maybe she cooks well at 
home but she had to be sent on an expensive cookery course 
when they saw how she cooked on the TV series. Gwyneth 
Paltrow's book (who I believe can cook well) was ghosted but 
she won't admit it. Alex James can't make cheese, so I've been 
told by cheese 'insiders'. The ‘slebs’ have such busy schedules 
they are unable to properly do everything. I think it's time they 
admitted how much help they get. Celebrity culture, just like 
women's magazines, are all about making us, the general pub-
lic, feel inadequate.”

For Ms Marmite, cooking is therapy: "feeding is how 
mothers show their love for their family. Meals are memories, 
milestones in our lives." Kerstin dedicates her cookbook to sin-
gle mothers, and writes that one of the reasons she created The 
Underground Restaurant was loneliness. I wanted to know if 
cooking for thirty people in your own home was something 
that she still found still therapeutic and if it had filled that per-
sonal void.  

ALL PHOTOS ON THIS PAGE CREDITED TO KERSTIN RODGERS; 
MARMITELOVER.BLOGSPOT.CO.UK/P/ABOUT-ME.HTML- PHOTOS

“Divorce and India are the 

only ways to lose weight.”

“Cooking is still very therapeutic for me. I can't think of 
anything better than Radio 4 on the radio, cooking on my aga 
on a Sunday. I dedicated my book to single mothers as their 
self-esteem is pretty low. Papers like the Daily Mail are always 
having a go at them, but actually they are the ones that stayed 
behind and did the job. I'm a feminist. The poorest women and 
children in Britain tend to be single parent families. We need 
to support them, not criticise.  I'm still single, so I guess start-
ing a supper club hasn't worked in that respect. I'm not lonely 
anymore, I'm too busy. But maybe I will be when my daughter 
goes to university this autumn.”

Orwell infamously wrote that "you practically don’t find 
good English cooking outside a private house. If you want, say, 
a good, rich slice of Yorkshire pudding you are more likely to 
get it in the poorest English home than in a restaurant.” The 
underground restaurant phenomenon is ripe for success, and 
Kirsten Roger’s own is perfectly seasoned with veritable, hon-
est food.  Anomalous maybe, but you eat what Ms Marmite 
gives you. There’s no sugar coating reality. Ms Marmite is the 
real deal. M

The kitchen where the magic of the secret supper club takes place
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Of Mirrors and Splinters

O
nce upon a time, there lived a boy named Kay 

and a girl named Gerda who were the best of 

friends. In the summer they would tend their 

rose garden together; in Winter they would 

draw near to the warm stove and listen to Kay’s Grand-

mother tell them stories of the Snow Queen.

That Winter, when the frost set in, the Snow 

Queen blew in with a shower of snowflakes and Spir-

ited Kay away to her icy kingdom. Now Gerda searches 

through the wintry landscape for her lost playmate, 

hoping that her tears can melt his frozen heart and 

bring him back to her.

One day, two tiny shards of cursed mirror flew into 

Kay’s eye and heart. A malicious spirit had enchanted this 

mirror so that whoever looked would only see a twisted 

version of the world. From that moment Kay could see only 

ugliness, his heart froze in his chest. The beautiful roses 

he had once cherished now appeared hideous and decayed.
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T
o encounter the South African HIV/AIDS epidemic of 
South Africa in 2005, was to encounter shame, despair 
and most predominantly, denial. To write of these feel-

ings and to write of them in English, a language from which it 
is almost impossible to scrub clean the patronising tone and 
pity for Africa, is to meet with difficulty and discomfort. It is 
perhaps an escape from these feelings, to list the statistics of 
newly diagnosed cases, deaths and patients receiving treat-
ment.

For Jonny Steinberg, however, this would simply not have 
been enough. For him, when writing on AIDS, it is important 
to reveal as much as possible about how the people who live 
through the epidemic think and continue to live. “The one 
thing non-fiction can’t do is to show what is happening inside 
another person’s head. In a situation like this where culturally 
and politically, people are so very different from me, I think 
this is an important discipline.”

In 2008, Steinberg’s Three Letter Plague was published. 
The book documents Jonny’s extensive interviews which fo-
cused primarily on a young man from South Africa. The man, 
who was granted the pseudonym of Sizwe, was not to have 
known four years before Jonny’s visit, that his views would 
be thought valuable enough to be published for the English 
speaking world. However, Sizwe held an opinion and stance 
which Jonny, at first, found almost impossible to understand. 
He lived in an area where HIV treatment was available to him 
for free, and had reason to fear that he had contracted the vi-
rus, yet he refused to have himself tested. However, the book 

itself does not rely upon a positive or negative result, it focuses 
on why Sizwe decides he does not want to know his status. For 
Jonny, this does not affect the progression of a novel. “What 
makes a book progress is not something that happens, but 
something that unfolds. The meat of the book was not when 
he would be tested or what the results would be, but why he 
wouldn’t.”

Steinberg’s interviews with Sizwe took place over the 
course of two years, and by committing to narrative non-
fiction, he removed the possibility of a first person narrative 
approach. In doing so, he restricted the reader’s access to Si-
zwe’s feelings to a point, as all information would have to be 
channelled through Jonny first. This, however, was a decision 
which Jonny made in order to provide his text with authentic-
ity when discussing the epidemic:

“It was about authority and credibility, it was about show-
ing the reader the architecture of my discoveries, showing 
them why I knew what I knew. Taking myself out almost would 
have been an act of deceit. It would have been a pretence of un-
derstanding a world that I didn’t quite understand. I needed to 
show the reader myself going in and understanding.”

Jonny’s interviews did not solely involve him asking ques-
tions which Sizwe would answer. The responses prompted 
Jonny to ask himself questions, which as a gay man who had 
experienced HIV test anxieties during his youth, had not yet 
considered with such depth. This offered an opportunity for a 
dual narrative of two very different experiences concerning the 
anxiety surrounding the virus. “Through coding my own past 

and looking into experiences in my own history which were 
similar to what I was experiencing now, I created connections 
-  very qualified connections in many ways. I think that going 
through his history and what AIDS meant to him was like go-
ing through my history and thinking about what AIDS meant 
to me, at various stages in my life.”

Both Jonny and Sizwe shared lives which the fear of con-
tracting HIV had marked. But it would be simplistic to cen-
tre on the two mens’ polarised attitudes to testing as the main 
difference between them. Three Letter Plague enables the 
reader to view the epidemic in the context of its own cultural 
bindings. “I don’t think that the reader has to understand the 
whole culture, but I think that the reader has to understand 
just enough of the culture to understand Sizwe. To approach 
the culture is very much to approach it through him and really 
to look at how he has confronted key decisions in his life and 
what things meant to him, like being a son, and being a lover, 
and having a household. You know what things mean to him 
and as you explore all of those things, then incrementally a 
sense of a culture comes to life and parts of that culture are 
very different to others. For example, the idea of communicat-
ing with the dead - the cultural world that has the idea that the 
dead are watching us and affecting us in invisible ways is taken 
for granted.”

Beliefs such as these, forced Jonny to fully comprehend 
the complications which arise when writing in the English lan-
guage about South African superstitions. “It was quite difficult 
writing about that world without exoticising it. I was aware 

Jonny Steinberg talks 

to Fiona Parker about 

narrative, biography 

and personalising an 

international crisis.

The
against

Struggle
Stigma
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that the more exotic he became, the less human he would be-
come and the book would fail. I really wanted the reader to 
keep him as a human being like themselves. While he was talk-
ing about his relationship with the dead, I didn’t want them, 
themselves to believe the same thing that Sizwe did, but I 
wanted them to see the dead through the eyes of a human be-
ing rather than through some exoticised skeletal figure.”

Jonny feared not only that Sizwe’s humanity would be lost 
within the text, but that his person would become entangled 
within the politics of the book and South Africa’s reception of 
the epidemic as a whole. He felt heavily, the burden of writ-
ing about the views of a man who came from a community 
where very few people read. He was concerned that Sizwe un-
derestimated the power of publication and the risk it carried. 
“I sometimes feared he didn’t fully comprehend the dangers 
of being written about. I had to install those fears in him. He 
came from a world where not many people read books so he 
wasn’t in a position to judge what that would mean, so I felt 
an added burden because of who he was and I had to explain 
to him what some of the dangers were.  I probably exaggerated 
them and made him more fearful than he would have been, but 
I think it was my responsibility.”

For a long time, Sizwe did not accept Jonny’s offer of a 
pseudonym but eventually, towards the end of the process, he 
was persuaded by Jonny to conceal his identity. For Jonny, this 
provided unexpected benefits. The idea of personal identifica-
tion with the virus was brought to light through this situation. 
“In a way the pseudonym was productive because in discussing 
it, I think that I got to the bottom of some of his deepest fears 
about being revealed as someone who speaks about AIDs. 
That helped me understand what AIDs meant to him. So I lost 
something in not using his real name, but I won quite a lot in 
understanding what it meant to him to use his real name.”

Although this personal insight into the discourses which 
were bound to the epidemic in Sizwe’s mind was both valu-
able and innovative, Jonny would not have been faithful to 
the reader had he not written of the politics and history which 
were bound to the country’s crisis. Thabo Mbeki, the then 
South African President’s denial that HIV caused AIDS and 
his outspoken fears of Western medical aid infecting healthy 
Africans with the virus,  so that the West could charge Africa 
for medicine, are discussed. Jonny explores the apparently in-
visible explanations behind his conduct. “What I knew about 
Mbeki was that he was an intellectual who lived much of his 
life abroad, I think what he said resonated so deeply with the 
peasant culture. There is this whole idea that all medical tech-
nology is suspicious because it comes from the outside and it is 
wielded with mystery and something that is not to be trusted. 
It is an instrument of power. So it’s ironic that this very cer-
ebral, and western educated African intellectual had such a 
close counterpart in rural wisdom. I think in a strange sort of 
way he was reflecting on what was going on on the ground and 
that was his failure, he should have been leading rather than 
reflecting.” 

South Africa’s reception of the epidemic seems less impor-
tant today. The identity of the South Africans was still heavily 
dominated by their post-Apartheid status. “The black South 
Africans’ experience of AIDS was intimately linked with the 
experience of being black, and being black was linked to the 
Apartheid. So yes, I think that the two were inextricably tan-
gled in people’s consciousness. I think that you can’t under-
stand what AIDS meant to ordinary people without under-
stand what being black meant to ordinary people. It would be 
strange if you could disentangle the two.”

World AIDS Day was on 1st December 2012,  and we are 
days away from the fourth anniversary of the book’s publica-
tion. It would not be outrageous to ask how a text, which was 
so engaged with a specific moment of South Africa’s political 
history, is as relevant and important to a reader now. For Jon-
ny though, the subject is timeless. “I don’t think it’s bound to 
that specific time. It speaks about so many things. It speaks 
about the relationship between shame and illness and between 
being black and living in post–Apartheid South Africa. So I 
don’t think it was bound up in that one moment of denialism 
where we had a president who was questioning whether HIV 
caused AIDS. I think it’s very much about a political culture 
and about being a young man, and what a sexually transmit-
ted disease is, what it means.” What Jonny reminds us is that 
AIDS is not restricted by continents. People from all parts of 
the world have found solidarity with the man behind the name 
of Sizwe. For Jonny, the focus on the condition, and the por-
trayal of it through Sizwe, enables the book to not only cross 
historical but also geographical borders. “I’ve had quite a lot 
of letters from readers particularly in the U.S. who are HIV 
positive who stumbled across the book because they were 
reading stuff about living with the condition. They really con-
nected with Sizwe and understood what he was going through. 
So I think there are questions there which leap across cultural 
boundaries.” It is novels such as Steinberg’s which remind us 
that AIDS is a global problem, cured by neither wealth nor po-
litical stability.  M

1st December 2012 was World Aids Day, to find out more 
visit - http://www.worldaidsday.org

“I think in a strange sort of way Mbeki was 

reflecting what was going on. He should have 

been leading rather than reflecting.” 

PHOTO CREDITS: WORLD BANK PHOTO COLLECTION
World Aids Day was celebrated the world over on Saturday
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I
t is a bizarre symptom of the celebrity-
culture which permeates Western society 
that artistry is becoming ever more mar-

ginalised. Whilst the UK Top 40 is rammed 
consistently down the throats of a not-too-
resistant listenership, it is at once signifi-
cantly easier and peculiarly more difficult to 
branch out, to discover those lesser-known 
musicians who, for whatever reason, are 
happy to (or, perhaps, forced to) stay on the 
sidelines. Whilst the advent of online distri-
bution models means that, in theory, anyone 
can get hold of any record, new or old, the 
discovery of those slightly more obscure art-
ists is shrouded in layer upon layer of main-
stream-indie dichotomy; is alternative still 
alternative? Or has it become another facet 
of mainstream pop culture?

Case in point, Kurt Elling: a native Chi-
cagoan who celebrated his 45th birthday 
days before our interview. A superstar in the 
Jazz world, but seldom a blip on the radar 
elsewhere. Having been nominated for ten 
Grammys, Kurt has been described by The 
New York Times as “the standout male vocal-
ist of our time”, an accolade which, given his 
propensity to flit between octaves as if they 
were merely suggestions as to one’s vocal lim-
its, is well-deserved. Kurt has been awarded 
Male Singer of the Year on eight occasions by 
the Jazz Journalists Association, topped the 
Jazz Times’ and Down Beat’s readers’ polls 
seven times each and won Critics Award 
from the latter publication a staggering thir-
teen times. Consecutively. With a Grammy 
to his name, and a four-octave vocal range 
to boot, one might expect a certain level of 
hubris from one so accomplished, but Elling 
is far from it, apologising profusely when our 
first call (over Skype, I’m not made of money) 
went awry amidst Microsoft’s ineptitude.

The son of a Church choirmaster and 
High School band instructor, Kurt grew 
up with choirs. This classical influence has 
had a clear impact on his singing technique 
which, unusual for a Jazz musician, shifts 
easily from the improvisational frenzy of a 
long scat or vocalese piece to the clear, bright 
and supported register most commonly asso-
ciated with the traditional, bel canto style of 
singing. Indeed, his real interest in Jazz came 
considerably later and, by the time he was in 

college, he was performing weekly spots in a 
local venue.

We began with a discussion about edu-
cation, both musical and academic, and the 
role played by each in his success.

Kurt studied for a masters in Philosophy 
of Religion, dropping out with only a single 
credit to gain before graduation. As he puts 
it, “By day I was reading Kant and Schleier-
macher, trying to get a handle on that, and at 
night I was sitting-in in clubs, and, of course, 

you can’t do both and be effective. Eventu-
ally, Saturday night won out over Sunday 
morning”. As a Philosophy student myself, I 
was keen to pursue this line of inquiry. We 
discussed the ways in which Elling’s philo-
sophical training and his ideas about life that 
have come about as a result thereof have in-
fluenced his work: “For my money, it’s much 
more important to dwell in the questions 
than to dwell in the answers... I think that, 
philosophically, that’s a much more humble 
and appropriate way to go through life: not 
to continually be asserting your opinion, not 
to continually be trying to convert other peo-
ple to your way of thinking.”

He doesn’t consider the time spent in 
graduate school wasted, despite it contribut-

ing heavily to the ostensible postponement 
of a musical career that could easily have 
started years earlier: “I’m happy that I went 
to graduate school: I’m happy for the friends 
I made, the work I did, and the development 
of my analytical and writing skills.” Certain-
ly, Kurt’s academically-rich, highly-literate 
background is evidenced in his choice and 
composition of lyrics. On Nightmoves, his 
2007 album, Elling sets to a minimalist ac-
companiment ‘The Waking’. a Theodore Ro-

ethke poem, drawing on the lyricism of the 
text to carry the piece. An unusual setting, 
certainly, but the bass ostinato which consti-
tutes most of the accompaniment allows for 
some incredible displays of vocal flexibility, 
albeit never at the expense of the line which, 
as is characteristic of Kurt’s performance, is 
clean, unbroken and utterly sublime.

Despite the numerous accolades he’s 
received due to his practically flawless tech-
nical skill and compositional prowess, Kurt 
has never had formal musical training. He 
seems ambivalent as to the effect of this on 
his career, noting the pitfalls of a rigid train-
ing regimen whilst reflecting also on the fact 
that much musical theory will be forever out 
of his reach: “It’s a mixed bag, just like life 

itself: in some ways I’m much more liberated, 
I’m not constrained by rules that may or may 
not have been valid musically, and I’ve seen 
many cases where young people go to con-
servatories and the music becomes harder 
and harder for them to hear because they’re 
focused on the discipline itself.” On the topic 
of conservatoire education, he points out the 
tensions between the structure implemented 
by such an institution and the goals of the 
Jazz musician, saying that “Jazz is about in-
dividuation; it’s the task of making as per-
sonal as possible the musical statements that 
one broadcasts. If you go to conservatories, 
you’re by definition going into a system of 
regimented learning. That can—it doesn’t 
always, but it can—lead to a much less signa-
ture and much more corporate sound. You’ll 
sound like people who went to the school you 
went to.” Kurt seems to thrive in his freedom 
to create on his own terms, choosing mate-
rial, players, lyrical influences and writing 
based entirely on personal preference, not 
as a response to a formal training: “That 
can be soul-crushing; deadlines and regula-
tions and, god-forbid, a uniformed or foolish 
instructor sends the wrong signal and sud-
denly you don’t feel that the music within 
you is worth hearing, or worth performing, 
or worth working to perfect.”

Does he feel like he’s ‘made it’ yet? “When 
you’re young, you have an idea in your mind 
that is much more resonant of and replicative 
of things that you’ve seen in books, movies, in 
other people’s lives. That kind of image, even 
if it works out as mine has, when it comes to 
the particulars of it…you’ll be surprised. And 
that’s a good thing, there’s a lot more creativ-
ity in confronting chaos than there is in con-
fronting any step-by-step, mathematically-
assured plan.” M
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I
t is a bizarre symptom of the celebrity-
culture which permeates Western society 
that artistry is becoming ever more mar-

ginalised. Whilst the UK Top 40 is rammed 
consistently down the throats of a not-too-
resistant listenership, it is at once signifi-
cantly easier and peculiarly more difficult to 
branch out, to discover those lesser-known 
musicians who, for whatever reason, are 
happy to (or, perhaps, forced to) stay on the 
sidelines. Whilst the advent of online distri-
bution models means that, in theory, anyone 
can get hold of any record, new or old, the 
discovery of those slightly more obscure art-
ists is shrouded in layer upon layer of main-
stream-indie dichotomy; is alternative still 
alternative? Or has it become another facet 
of mainstream pop culture?

Case in point, Kurt Elling: a native Chi-
cagoan who celebrated his 45th birthday 
days before our interview. A superstar in the 
Jazz world, but seldom a blip on the radar 
elsewhere. Having been nominated for ten 
Grammys, Kurt has been described by The 
New York Times as “the standout male vocal-
ist of our time”, an accolade which, given his 
propensity to flit between octaves as if they 
were merely suggestions as to one’s vocal lim-
its, is well-deserved. Kurt has been awarded 
Male Singer of the Year on eight occasions by 
the Jazz Journalists Association, topped the 
Jazz Times’ and Down Beat’s readers’ polls 
seven times each and won Critics Award 
from the latter publication a staggering thir-
teen times. Consecutively. With a Grammy 
to his name, and a four-octave vocal range 
to boot, one might expect a certain level of 
hubris from one so accomplished, but Elling 
is far from it, apologising profusely when our 
first call (over Skype, I’m not made of money) 
went awry amidst Microsoft’s ineptitude.

The son of a Church choirmaster and 
High School band instructor, Kurt grew 
up with choirs. This classical influence has 
had a clear impact on his singing technique 
which, unusual for a Jazz musician, shifts 
easily from the improvisational frenzy of a 
long scat or vocalese piece to the clear, bright 
and supported register most commonly asso-
ciated with the traditional, bel canto style of 
singing. Indeed, his real interest in Jazz came 
considerably later and, by the time he was in 

college, he was performing weekly spots in a 
local venue.

We began with a discussion about edu-
cation, both musical and academic, and the 
role played by each in his success.

Kurt studied for a masters in Philosophy 
of Religion, dropping out with only a single 
credit to gain before graduation. As he puts 
it, “By day I was reading Kant and Schleier-
macher, trying to get a handle on that, and at 
night I was sitting-in in clubs, and, of course, 

you can’t do both and be effective. Eventu-
ally, Saturday night won out over Sunday 
morning”. As a Philosophy student myself, I 
was keen to pursue this line of inquiry. We 
discussed the ways in which Elling’s philo-
sophical training and his ideas about life that 
have come about as a result thereof have in-
fluenced his work: “For my money, it’s much 
more important to dwell in the questions 
than to dwell in the answers... I think that, 
philosophically, that’s a much more humble 
and appropriate way to go through life: not 
to continually be asserting your opinion, not 
to continually be trying to convert other peo-
ple to your way of thinking.”

He doesn’t consider the time spent in 
graduate school wasted, despite it contribut-

ing heavily to the ostensible postponement 
of a musical career that could easily have 
started years earlier: “I’m happy that I went 
to graduate school: I’m happy for the friends 
I made, the work I did, and the development 
of my analytical and writing skills.” Certain-
ly, Kurt’s academically-rich, highly-literate 
background is evidenced in his choice and 
composition of lyrics. On Nightmoves, his 
2007 album, Elling sets to a minimalist ac-
companiment ‘The Waking’. a Theodore Ro-

ethke poem, drawing on the lyricism of the 
text to carry the piece. An unusual setting, 
certainly, but the bass ostinato which consti-
tutes most of the accompaniment allows for 
some incredible displays of vocal flexibility, 
albeit never at the expense of the line which, 
as is characteristic of Kurt’s performance, is 
clean, unbroken and utterly sublime.

Despite the numerous accolades he’s 
received due to his practically flawless tech-
nical skill and compositional prowess, Kurt 
has never had formal musical training. He 
seems ambivalent as to the effect of this on 
his career, noting the pitfalls of a rigid train-
ing regimen whilst reflecting also on the fact 
that much musical theory will be forever out 
of his reach: “It’s a mixed bag, just like life 

itself: in some ways I’m much more liberated, 
I’m not constrained by rules that may or may 
not have been valid musically, and I’ve seen 
many cases where young people go to con-
servatories and the music becomes harder 
and harder for them to hear because they’re 
focused on the discipline itself.” On the topic 
of conservatoire education, he points out the 
tensions between the structure implemented 
by such an institution and the goals of the 
Jazz musician, saying that “Jazz is about in-
dividuation; it’s the task of making as per-
sonal as possible the musical statements that 
one broadcasts. If you go to conservatories, 
you’re by definition going into a system of 
regimented learning. That can—it doesn’t 
always, but it can—lead to a much less signa-
ture and much more corporate sound. You’ll 
sound like people who went to the school you 
went to.” Kurt seems to thrive in his freedom 
to create on his own terms, choosing mate-
rial, players, lyrical influences and writing 
based entirely on personal preference, not 
as a response to a formal training: “That 
can be soul-crushing; deadlines and regula-
tions and, god-forbid, a uniformed or foolish 
instructor sends the wrong signal and sud-
denly you don’t feel that the music within 
you is worth hearing, or worth performing, 
or worth working to perfect.”

Does he feel like he’s ‘made it’ yet? “When 
you’re young, you have an idea in your mind 
that is much more resonant of and replicative 
of things that you’ve seen in books, movies, in 
other people’s lives. That kind of image, even 
if it works out as mine has, when it comes to 
the particulars of it…you’ll be surprised. And 
that’s a good thing, there’s a lot more creativ-
ity in confronting chaos than there is in con-
fronting any step-by-step, mathematically-
assured plan.” M
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Playing songs from Gossamer, 
their latest album, fans were treat-
ed to a night of electrifying tunes. 
In fact, their performance far ex-
ceeded my expectations. Besides 
having the best seats in the house 
(front row, naturally), the acous-
tics of the venue and harmony 
of the instruments intertwined 
beautifully, bringing euphoria to 
the ears of those present.  

Screams and cheers emerged 
once the band hit the stage, fol-
lowed by the first notes of ‘Take A 
Walk’, their most well-received hit. 
The atmosphere was so surreal; 
the unison of the jumping and fist 
pumping of the fans, transported 
one into a world where only Pas-
sion Pit’s music could take you.

Kudos to Michael Angelakos, 
lead singer of the band, for having 

such strong stage presence too: 
he frequently paced up and down 
the stage and roused the crowd by 
encouraging them to sing along to 
the songs, keeping fans from both 
ends of the stage engaged. Oc-
casionally, you would catch him 
swinging the microphone by the 
cord in circles, or even standing on 
the speakers, leaning towards the 
crowd for a short tease. Display-
ing a strong passion for making 
and performing music, the band 
displayed strong group dynamics 
that made me enjoy the concert 
even more. The other band mem-
bers on various instruments sup-
ported the harmonising of songs, 
and the short interactions with 
each other throughout the night 
made their performance spectac-
ular.

Concluding their set with 
‘Sleepyhead’, the single that 
brought this band to fame, fans 
demanded more, with persistent 
shouts for an encore after the boys 
had left the stage. 

If you are one who enjoys 
a concert with a little rambling 
from the frontman, Passion Pit’s 
performance would have been a 
tad bit disappointing from your 
perspective. But, whilst a lack 
of interaction with the audience 
posed a minor let-down (the set 
instead sounding as if played di-
rectly from their album), and my 
ribs had been left a little bruised 
from holding my front row spot, I 
had a near-perfect night.

PASSION PIT 
o2 ACADEMY, LEEDS
Genevieve Heah

Since the explosion of the digital 
age, the ‘album’ concept has never 
quite been the same; singles, now-
adays, are the bread and butter of 
an average Top 40 artist. Adam 
Richard Wiles - ‘Calvin Harris’ to 
you and I - brings this notion to 
a brand new level, as six previous 
singles from the past 18 months 
make it into this not-so-wittily-
named record.

Harris’ understanding of 
chronology notwithstanding, the 
fact that a host of chart-topping 
personalities feature constantly 
throughout solidifies the fact that, 
although known to dabble in vo-
cals from time to time, he has no 
intention of easing-up on the tor-
rent of club-cum-radio hits he’s 
known for.  

After a short intro, the record 
begins where it’s almost obliged 
to, with ‘Bounce’: staple of last 
year’s Club 18-30 summer, impos-

sible not to whistle along to. Jolly 
good. Continuing on the course of 
Harris’ ‘Big Singles 2k11’ list, we 
meander through ‘Feel So Close’ 
before arriving at ‘We Found Love’.

‘Mansion’ forms a two minute 
buffer before the unknown, name-
ly ‘Iron’ – a dubbed-up, high-tem-
po piece similar to David Guetta’s 
recent offerings. Through a gener-
ic Ellie Goulding collaboration, 
we arrive at ‘Drinking From the 
Bottle’, the generic Tinie Tempah 
collaboration. Expect this to be 
Kuda’s next Calvin banger.

But beyond ‘Sweet Nothing’ 
lies a more experimental side to 
Harris, within which an odd, jazz-
inspired ‘buffer’ leads into the 
only variant from an uncompro-
mising formula, featuring Dizzee 
Rascal. It’s grime-house revolving, 
almost exclusively, around vocalist 
and not producer.

Normality, regrettably, is re-
sumed as ‘Let’s Go’, ‘Awooga’ and 
‘Thinking About You’ round off in 
a format to which we’ve become 
accustomed, and it dawns on me 
that, considering only half of the 
tracks proper are fresh contribu-
tions, the concept of an ‘album’—
a collection of new material with 
one lead-single—is unfashionable 
in a digital world.

In true Greatest Hits fashion, 
Harris brings a bucket of once-
adored songs, yet only a handful 
of the tentative ones albums are 
synonymous with; the ones that 
will not and should not make it to 
radio. After predictable collabora-
tions and a lack of experimental 
deviation, 18 Months forces reflec-
tion over optimism.

18 MONTHS
CALVIN HARRIS  
COLUMBIA RECORDS
Chris Morris

F
ibbers is quite a funny lit-
tle club compared to a lot 
of York nightlife. It is not 

so well known for the more com-
monly spotted “5 rooms; 23 DJs; 
cheese, indie and old skool party 
classics all nite” that YUSU will 
hurl at you. Rather, there is one 
somewhat shadowy yet large 
floor, made up with a long rectan-
gular cavern, a stage and another 
chunk round the corner. The 
venue’s website proudly boasts 
of over 20 years of existence and 
5000 gigs since its inception, fea-
turing up-coming performances 
from the likes of Electric Six, 
Tinchy Stryder and All the Young.  
But Fibbers is also known for its 
eclectic collection of club nights, 
which has now grown with the 
first Bangers & Mash (B&M) - a 
club night focusing on Electronic 
Dance music’s (EMD) deeper 
side, which took place last Thurs-
day.

It is said that the more you 
listen to house music, 
the better it gets. If this 
is the case, York should 
be starting to carve a 
nice little scene for it-
self. Whilst indie plods 
along rather steadily, 
electronic dance music 
of all types, be it in the 
form of house, bass, UK funky 
and other bewildering titles are 
all on a meteoric rise. Producers 
ranging from a kid in a garage 
near Stoke to an L.A. hunk who 
has been creating tracks exponen-
tially, fuelled only by growing fan 
bases and the ease of which tracks 
can be sought out and shared via 
YouTube channels and blogs.

And so B&M has planted its 
seeds in this rich vein of EDM 
ore. For those that have not been 
to either Leeds’ Mint Warehouse 
or Manchester’s WHP of late, 
Bangers and Mash is very much 
an opening towards nights such 
as these. Catering predominantly 
for Deep House, with elements of 
garage and electro blitzed in now 
and again to wake up those not 

quite jacked in to the unyielding 
4x4 beat, the night’s promoted 
artists like Julio Bashmore, Dis-
closure, Four Tet and Craig David.

A team effort consisting of 
several York students “who just 
wanted to put on a great night 
together”, they were somewhat 
surprised by the interest they gar-
nered. Luke Wilson, one of the 
organisers, told me: “The general 
feeling at the end of the night was 
that people didn’t want to leave. 
For me, that was the most impor-
tant part and is reason enough 
to do it all over again.” Certainly 
another B&M event is unlikely 
to fall through from lack of pre-
dicted ticket sales - rarely has Fib-
bers seen such a packed crowd, 
let alone one that stayed until 

3am. As for inspiration, I’m told 
they “didn’t really form Bangers 
& Mash on any grand concept”; 
their want to stop having to get 
on a train to experience it prop-
erly must have been enough.

On the night itself, I have to 
admit, I may not have had my 
full wits about me, yet there are 
several things of note that I have 
picked up both from nuggets of 
information clinging to my con-
sciousness and word of mouth 
afterwards. The first thing I can 
remember being aware of was 
the popularity. It was busy with 
queuing for both pre-bought on-
the-door tickets. And once in, the 
dance floor was packed.

More interesting was the 
sit down conducted from the 

DJ booth during Kink’s ‘Hand 
Made’ and Julio Bashmore’s ‘Au 
Seve’ which temporarily caused 
the dancefloor to erupt into what 
sounded vaguely like a poorly 
articulated football chant. Last-
ly, I cannot forget the endless 
throbbing bass etched into my 
eardrums, which I’m sure is the 
purpose of this night. Overall, a 
night well spent, as echoed by the 
organisers:  “Thursday was every-
thing we could have asked for as a 
new night in York”.

Fans of E&M sound should 
not forget the existence of some 
of the longer-standing York elec-
tronic institutions. Breakz, which 
is also a YUSU society, celebrated 
its 10th anniversary last year and 
is home to, if they do say so them-

selves,  “some of the finest 
music events on campus 
and in York… drum and 
bass, dubstep, hip-hop… 
Breakz provides you with 
a night of pure musical 
indulgence.” Also a key 
part of York electronic 
heritage is Freakin’, that 

have existed long before this 
year’s freshers even got out of pri-
mary school. Like an ever-present 
guiding hand, they are riding the 
wave of this resurgence like it was 
meant to be, and are churning out 
nights like nothing’s happened 
at all. Also, of relatively recent 
creation is “Milli Vanilli’, with its 
blend of similar house-y notes in-
jected with some funk and soul to 
get your feet moving. So if you are 
perhaps a little weary of hearing 
the Greece medley for the sec-
ond time this week, keep an eye 
out for some of these great nights 
around York. You won’t regret it.

Twitter user? Tweet us your 
Bangers & Mash thoughts using 
#M17  

In The Spot-
light: Bangers 
& Mash
Rory Foster finds out 
what’s causing all the 
hype at York’s newest 
club night.

“I cannot forget the endless 
throbbing bass etched into my 
eardrums. I’m sure this is the 

purpose of this night.”
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Scuba – Adrenalin
Scuba have veered towards funk and melody after 
the darker undertones of their past. Paul Rose 
founded Hotflush, his own record label, under 
which he’s released most of his singles as well as 
two albums - his most recent being Triangulation 
(2010). He’s also moved to Berlin - not a bad spot 
for house music.

KiNK – Handmade
I feel I can leave this description to Strahil Velchev 
himself: “Take the soul and the groove of house and 
techno, the futurism and detail of experimental 
electronica and the raw energy of acid”. Got that?

Huxley – Let It Go
A throbbing bassline grinds this track into your ear 
drums, with a stuttery percussion line that leaves 
you on adrenaline fuelled edge throughout the 
7-minute track.

Dusky – Flo Jam
This track is anything but boring, with a range of 
drum beats, taking influence from the garage of the 
early naughties. Definite reminder of summer raves 
on the beach.

Gant – All Night Long
An over-excited drum beat accelerates you through 
this fun and accessible deep house track.

Zed Bias – Neighbourhood
Swaying more towards the electronica, or even 
mainstream, end of the genre, ‘Neighbourhood’ 
makes for a strong but accessible dance track.

Joy Orbison – Big Room House DJ Tool
Joy Orbison (Peter O’Grady) actually made his 
recording debut on Paul Rose’s label. He started his 
Doldrums label with his J. Doe, second single, as 
well as remixing tracks by Four Tet and Jose James.

The Playlist: Garage. House. Electronica  
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2012: A Year in Film

The Comeback: Skyfall 

Bond number twenty-three resurrects 
a national treasure, deftly balancing 

the combat and cool-tempered dialogue 
we seek from the 007 franchise. Daniel 
Craig convincingly lays claim to the Bond 
role and the tasteful locales, with the film 
exhibiting some of 2012’s most resource-
ful cinematic action. Javier Bardem’s 
sinister turn as Raoul Silva the villian 
ensures much of the warfare remains 
psychological. Having new faces take 
the old parts of Q, M and Moneypenny 
is in keeping with a progressive celebra-
tion of the series’ fiftieth anniversary, but 
Skyfall respects the Bond films of bygone 
years: there are still gorgeous women 
and an Aston Martin. Welcome back.

2012 proved to be something of a mixed bag for cinema: after a bumper year for British film in 
2011 with the release of Kill List, Submarine, Attack The Block and Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy, 2012 

has been a fallow year with attention turning back across the pond.  Unlike 2011, outside of the 
multiplex, there have been no films that have united audience in reverie such as Senna, The Artist 
or Drive, but honourable mentions go to: Shame, Argo, Rust and Bone, Lawless and Young Adult.

From stunning comebacks to dissapointing follow ups, James Tyas and Steven Roberts take a look back on a year in film

The Indie Charmer: Moonrise 
Kingdom 

A memorable romantic comedy. The 
two young runaways and search 

party of naturally flawed adults are 
brought to life by a glowing ensemble. 
Its treatment of pre-teen exploration is 
commendable, it doesn’t patronise and 
is steeped in a peculiar kind of 1960’s 
childhood imagination involving fantasy 
literature, vinyl records, and comic-strip 
fistfights. Wes Anderson’s quirky brand is 
found in crisp rectilinear shots and curt 
punch-lines, while Benjamin Britten’s 
music makes the images mesmerising. 
Moonrise Kingdom is an island story - 
New Penzance is enclosed by a dreamlike 
atmosphere – but the nostalgic multi-
tudes could relate to it, and perhaps like 
no other film this year.

The Big Disappointment:
Prometheus 

The joke that circulated Twitter when 
it was announced that the DVD re-

lease of Prometheus would include an 
alternative beginning and ending was 
that if they had an alternative mid-
dle, they would really have something. 
Marketed as a semi-prequel to Ridley 
Scott’s cherished Alien films, Prometheus 
entered cinemas on an overwhelming 
wave of hype and expectation that some 
argued could never possibly be met. In 
hindsight, the convoluted, directionless 
plot that isn’t half as clever as it thinks 
it is and the paper-thin characterisa-
tion meant that Prometheus would be a 
substandard by anyone’s standards. Not 
even Fassbender could save it.

The Art House Masterpiece:
Holy Motors 

Following ‘Monsieur Oscar’ (Denis La-
vant) on his surreal journey through 

the streets of Paris in a stretch limou-
sine,  Holy Motors is a film like no other. 
Whilst visually referencing everything 
from Pixar’s Cars to Eyes Without a Face, 
the film is one moment tender, and farci-
cal the next, never allowing the audience 
even a second to settle. Marking Leos 
Carax’s return to film making following 
a 13-year absence, and highlighting just 
how sorely he’s been missed, Holy Motors 
defies any sort of genre classification and 
is one of 2012’s most exhilarating cin-
ematic experiences.

Literary Adaption: On The Road 

Adapting a much-loved novel for the 
screen is never an easy task: just ask 

Joe Wright, whose adaption of Anna Ka-
renina left audiences cold this summer. 
Few novels have as devoted a fan base 
as Jack Kerouac’s beat generation mas-
terpiece On The Road. In view of this, 
Brazilian director Walter Salles’ adap-
tion of Kerouac’s ‘unfilmable’ novel is 
far better than it has any right to be. The 
beautifully realised, rich period detail 
and uniformly excellent performances 
from Kristen Stewart, Sam Riley and es-
pecially Garrett Hedlund as charismatic 
anti-hero Dean Moriarty, made On The 
Road the most satisfying literary adap-
tions of 2012. 

Seminal Performance: The Master                        

The Master, Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
magnum opus has proved to be one 

of 2012’s most divisive films; even those 
claiming to have liked it were unable to 
give any entirely convincing reasons as 
to why. In spite of the split in opinion 
about the film, there was one thing that 
was universally agreed upon: the maj-
esty of Joaquin Phoenix’s portrayal of 
de-mobbed naval officer Freddie Quell. 
Imbuing Quell with a ferocious intensity 
whilst remaining completely believable, 
even while simulating sex on a sand-
sculpted effigy of a woman, Phoenix’s 
performance is worthy of being ranked 
alongside De Niro and Pacino in their 
pomp.

The Unexpected Triumph: 21 Jump 
Street 

As Hollywood reboots go, 21 Jump 
Street wasn’t one of the most prom-

ising: based on the late-1980’s cop drama 
of the same name about a group of cops 
going undercover in a high school. Fur-
thermore, news that it would be starring 
Channing Tatum, previously known for 
his roles in the saccharine romcom Dear 
John and identikit sports drama Fight-
ing alongside Jonah Hill, didn’t augur 
well. In reality, 21 Jump Street was one 
of the sharpest comedies of the year, with 
Tatum earning his comedic stripes, mak-
ing up half of the best on-screen odd cou-
ples of recent times.

The Final Chapter: The Dark 
Knight Rises 

This finale needed to be an epic. Nolan 
himself feared facing the gravitas that 

Bale’s Batman had built on his return to 
the drawing board. The result was some-
thing that escapes the confines of the su-
perhero genre in bold terms. The bloody 
plot is meandering and intelligent – pro-
voking at least one critical parallel with 
The Godfather - before a slick funnelling 
down to a bomb timer. Bane is viscer-
ally delivered, following Ledger’s lead in 
proving that his individuality should be 
as big as Batman’s, challenging the hero’s 
presence. Sentimentality remains for the 
second instalment, but the series wasn’t 
tied together until The Dark Knight rose. 

Walter Salles’ adaption of Kerouac’s ‘un-
filmable’ novel, On The Road, is far bet-

ter than it has any right to be.
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T
he household name of Dickens holds 
a warm place in the hearts of our 
country. The festive period seems to 

bring a renewal of these sentiments and we 
experience a seemingly an endless influx of 
Dickensian adaptions. So do we really need 
another version? 

Well no, Newell does nothing ground-
breaking in adding to the plethora of ad-
aptations, but it is more than enjoyable 
nonetheless. This version updates and mod-
ernises the 1946 black and white film, but 
fails to shape its own identity.

Unfortunately, as is often the case with 
profoundly rich novels, the ending was 
rushed. The film felt truncated; particularly 
in Lady Havisham’s fleeting death, although 
we are honoured with some unprecedented 
gore in exchange for the screen time. Char-
acters are omitted, Pip’s generosity towards 
Herbert Pocket largely unexplored, equally 
his selfishness and ignorance towards Joe 
– a heart breaking emotional aspect- is un-
derdeveloped.

The film just wasn’t emotional or affect-
ing enough. Joe and Pip’s relationship was 
initially too deliberately emphasised, only to 

be unforgivingly compromised in the apolo-
getic cowering away from what should be a 
morally questioning passage. 

Bonham Carter offered an assertive, 
and believable performance in conveying 
a character whose obsession with revenge 
breaks the hearts of our protagonists. How-
ever, she doesn’t instill the fear that Gillian 
Anderson’s harrowing depiction did- and 
that such a disturbing character ought. De-
spite this, all of the acting was as good as 
we might expect from the experienced cast. 
Even Pip and Estella’s love story felt con-
vincing and impelling.

In honesty, if this had been more ad-
venturous it would have been condemned as 
butchering a literary classic. So if you’re in 
want of a Dickensian fix, an enjoyable plot, 
and consistently impressive acting, you can 
happily pass your time viewing this latest 
adaptation.

Great
Expectations

Director: Mike Newell
Review: Heather Stewart

U
pon the surprise announcement last 
month, that Disney had purchased 
Lucasfilm, makers of Star Wars, for 

an estimated $4.05bn in order to produce a 
new series of films, speculation was rife as 
to who would write and direct the forthcom-
ing films. Currently, we know that Michael 
Arndt, writer of Toy Story 3 and Little Miss 
Sunshine, will be writing the third trilogy 
and the role of Director has been whittled 
down to two potential suitors. Not everyone 
has been so positve: There is a split within 
the core fan-base as to what the impact of 
the seventh film will be on the prestige al-
ready associated with the film.

Bilal Mazhar: Damon Lindelof, the co-
creator of Lost recently said that the new 
Star Wars would be the biggest movie ever. 
There can be no doubt that Star Wars epi-
sode VII, which was announced following 
the acquisition of Lucasfilm by the Walt 
Disney company, will be a huge success at 
the box office. However, it must be ques-
tioned whether such a film is a necessary 
add-on to the already legendary franchise? 
Was The Return of the Jedi not a sufficient 
ending? Balance had been restored to the 
force. Are we telling viewers that the last 
six episodes of strife was simply to allow for 
little more than a temporary suspension in 
force imbalance? One may argue that the 
films could be perpetuated by following a 
path regarding the lives of the main charac-
ters involved since the death of Darth Vader. 
However, it is difficult to inspire the same 
level of enthusiasm that originated from the 
two previous trilogies without an overarch-
ing demonic styled character who threat-
ens the balance of the universe. Star Wars 
is not Star Wars without this fundamental 
feature.

Lucas was himself opposed to the pro-

duction of a seventh, despite the genuine 
interest and money that would amount 
from such a venture. He said that ‘the story 
requires Annakin and Luke Sywalker, and 
when Luke saves the galaxy and redeems his 
father, that is where the story ends’. Now if 
we subscribe to Lucas’ view, remember this 
is the man who founded the whole fran-
chise, then doesn’t the concept of a seventh 
installment of Star Wars seems entirely re-
dundant?

Peter Smith: Has Lucas betrayed his 
loyal fans by selling his brainchild to Dis-
ney? As he sits on the $4.5 billion fortune 
he received from the sale of Lucasfilm, 
some of his fans will see a sell-out of the 
Star Wars concept, arguing that it has now 
become devoid of its integrity, with the new 
developments targeting major profit for 
Disney (which failed dismally with John 
Carter) rather than producing a film with 

the same high regard as the previous Star 
Wars installments. 

But hold on a moment here, poten-
tially we are looking at this far too seriously. 
The vast majority of Star Wars viewers are 
young children, families, and people who, 
like ourselves, don’t take the brand any 
more seriously than Macaulay Culkin. 

Star Wars is, in general, a form of es-
capism which takes us away from the harsh 
realities of the world, and gives us a three 
hour whirlwind of experience in the depth 
of space. As a student, I don’t believe that I 
would have taken great issue with the con-
cept of a new Star Wars. Indeed my father 
and I, used to speculate over this very con-
cept during our numerous cross-country 
long drives. The narrative could take several 
lines, it could explore the relationship of 
Leia and Han Solo, and follow their chil-
dren’s development. Furthermore, it could

look at Luke Skywalker in his new Yoda-
esque role. Maybe it would be better if 
StarWars grounded itself, rather than have 
a storyline revolving around the movers 
and shakers of the Jedi world. Perhaps it is 
time that Star Wars shifted to the ordinary 
Jedi on the street, and we gain an increased 
perception of the hegemony for which Sky-
walker now commands (something we per-
haps take for granted in previous films in 
regards to the likes of Yoda).

The film could take endless routes, but 
what is sure is that most people I know will 
want to see it. Sure, there may be a few of 
your comic book convention types that may 
take issue with the films’ perpetuation, but 
the general public, and certainly Disney’s 
accountants, will not. Even Lucas, who will 
be involved in the new films, in the role of 
creative consultant, has said he ‘can see 
both sides of it’. M

The Star Wars saga: Do we need three more episodes?

T
he last instalment of the Twilight 
franchise is upon us, after a long and 
anticipated wait by die-hard fans 

of the previous instalment. I should firstly 
point out, that although I hold no silly 
grudge against the Twilight series, I’m not 
its greatest fan. Initially I was sceptical, ex-
pecting to watch another hour and a half of 
Jacob stripping, and Edward assuring Bella 
for the billionth time that he loves her. Don’t 
get me wrong, these aspects of the franchise 
are still present, but Bill Condon, the Direc-
tor has imbued Breaking Dawn Part 2 with 
a new finesse, as opposed to the earthy and 
grungy feel of the previous instalments.

In Part Two, the Cullens, alongside 
Jacob and a team of new vampires, set out 
on protecting Renesmee, the newlyweds’ 
daughter against the Volturi, who have mis-
taken her for a devilish “immortal child.” 
The suspense of the film derives from the 
question of will they or won’t they have to 
fight? The new characters definitely jazz 
up the ensemble cast: the most eagerly an-
ticipated new cast-member is Renesmee, 
well-acted by Mackenzie Foy, though the 
scenes between her and Jacob were some-

what cringeworthy. The relationship looked 
nothing if not creepy. The film’s greatest as-
set was the climatic battle sequence, with 
an awesome twist. These scenes are made 
incredibly intense, as we fear for our favour-
ite characters’ lives, to the extent that my 
friends and I couldn’t help but shout out to 
the characters on screen (embarrassing, but 
true).

Breaking Dawn Part 2 achieves what it 
sets out to do, bringing a more human and 
intimate side to the saga. The close-up shots 
give the film an aesthetic beauty, but also 
make the love scenes between Bella and Ed-
ward more poetic without the cheesiness of 
previous instalments. Ultimately, the point 
is to bid farewell and the film achieves this 
charmingly in the touching final scene. Ba-
sically, I lapped it up, leaving with a warm 
fuzzy feeling, with a touch of melancholic 
nostalgia for one of the last links to adoles-

Twilight: Breaking 
Dawn Part 2 

Director: Bill Condon
Review: Hannah Tahry 

Bilal Mazhar and Peter 
Smith debate whether it 
gives fans a new hope or 
should be left in a galazy 
far, far away
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Have the likes of Chewbacca and Han Solo had their day?
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O
ur festive themed Come Dine With 
Me proved to be a scrumptious suc-
cess. Candles and the aroma of 

mulled wine provided a cosy atmosphere as 
the guests arrived with their ingredients in 
hope of achieving culinary victory. Franti-
cally sharing the kitchen, the competitors 
carefully prepared their meals, chopping and 
slicing whilst being interrogated on their 
dishes. With modest replies yet competitive 
undertones, the air was pregnant with expec-
tation for the evening ahead.

On waiting for Andy Adenmosun to 
choose suitable attire for the evening, the 
other four guests started the meal with a 
beautifully presented bowl of parsnip and 
hazelnut soup, courtesy of Magnus Malvany. 
It received contentious reviews, including a 
quip from Jonjo Lowe for being ‘more of a 
spread than a soup’, to which Magnus dryly 
retorted that he ‘was aiming for a porridge-
like texture’.

As the wine flowed, it was underdog 
Amy Goodfellow’s chance to showcase 
her culinary skills. To the surprise of 
the other guests, she presented delicate 
brie and cranberry parcels which rest-
ed on a rocket and pomegranate salad. 
Alice Shaw-Ingham said, on arriving 
wearing a ‘santa bikini’ over the top of 
her clothes in true Christmas style, ‘I 
really wasn’t expecting Amy’s parcels 
to be edible at all, but they were deli-
cious!’

Jonjo certainly impressed the guests 
with his chicken and plum sauce served with 
egg-fried rice. Despite the lack of festivity, 
this exquisite dish heightened the standards 
of the competition, with everyone in agree-
ment that ‘it was better than a Chinese takea-
way’. Well you would hope so...

The third main served was Andy’s fan-
tastic effort: a shoulder of lamb with mint, 
rosemary and orange-zest. No doubt the 
most extravagant dish of the evening, posi-
tive comments about the complexity of the 
flavours and richness of the sauce flooded 
the table. After another bottle of red wine, 

the contenders awaited everybody’s favourite 
course, the dessert.

Alice’s ‘cookie, coffee and cream delight’ 
inspired friendly laughter throughout the 
room as she unveiled her interestingly shaped 
white cake. However, after just one mouthful 
all the guests agreed that one should never 
‘judge a book by its cover’ due to her pudding 

being ‘very, very yummy.’
With stomachs being fit to burst, each of 

the guests was asked to privately score their 
opponents out of ten, taking into considera-
tion presentation, creativity and taste. With 
an outstanding thirty-two out of forty, Andy 
Adenmosun became the first winner of the 
Nouse’s Come Dine With Me. Runner-up was 
Jonjo Lowe trailing behind by just one point 
with a score of thirty-one.

So Andy, having taken Barbican Road by 
storm with your winning lamb dish, can 
you sum up your victorious cooking style 
in 3 words?

Flavoursome, complicated, and meticulous.
What are your top 3 ingredients to cook 
with?
If I said garlic my mum would be upset, she 
hates it. I always use herbes de Provence with 
everything, chillies are a great way of adding 
flavour, and lamb is my favourite meat be-
cause it’s so tender and rich.

What are the inspirations behind your 
cooking?
I first started experimenting in the kitchen 
when I was around 12. I loved the fact I was 
venturing into this unknown world, and test-
ing out combinations of flavours was sparked 
by this curiosity.  

Your best culinary masterpiece?
I’d have to say my BBQ’s. I do them during 
the winter as well. There’s nothing better 
than a hot sausage on a cold night!

What’s the hardest dish you’ve cooked?

Definitely Beef Wellington, you have to get 
the beef right without being able to check it.

To set up the perfect kitchen environment 
before cooking, what would you wear and 
what music would you have playing?
I’d get pretty hot if I cooked in my favourite 
robe, so I’ll go for my long silk gown whilst 

listening to deep house.

If you had to cook a nice meal in 30 
minutes, what would you cook?
I’d go for my king prawn stir fry dish – it 
only takes 15.

What’s the most outrageous animal 
you’ve eaten?
Probably a cow foot, or goat. Both 

equally disgusting.

Name your biggest cooking disaster.
I once cooked an inedible Thai curry which 
was unbelievably spicy. Noses were dripping, 
eyes were running, everybody had to give up 
eating it in the end!

And finally, any improvements you’d make 
to your cooking in the future?
I think simplicity is the sign of a good cook.

Think you’ve got what it takes? Email 
muse@nouse.co.uk to take part in the Nouse 
Come Dine with Me.  

Come Dine 
with York
Five students. One 

winner. Lucie Parker 

tells us what they 

brought to the table. 

“This is more of a spread than a soup.”

“Erm, yes. I was aiming for porridge-like texture...” 

The Recipe: Andy’s Roast lamb

P
re-heat the oven to 200°C for 15 mins. Place the lamb on 
a flat surface, and pierce it several times on both sides to 
allow the flavours to penetrate into the meat. 

Vigorously rub the lamb in olive oil, sprinkle the black 
pepper over it then rub the chopped garlic cloves all over the 
meat and into the insertions. 

Pour the lamb stock on the meat and leave it to sit for 5 
minutes in order to allow the meat to soak up the stock and 
infuse the aroma. 

Mix the chopped rosemary, dried mint and herbes de 
provence in a bowl then robustly rub the mixture onto the 
lamb. Add the zest of half an orange and the juice of a whole 

2kg shoulder of lamb

300ml lamb stock

Mint, rosemary, herbes de Provence

Zest &juice 1 orange

500ml red wine

2 onions, chopped

2kg King Edward potatoes

200g Goose fat

1 tbsp Dried mint

orange to the lamb then generously pour the red wine over the 
meat. Lastly, cover the lamb in the chopped onions, place foil 
over it then leave to cook for two and half hours (drain out the 
juices from the lamb every 45 mins and use as a gravy).

For best results use a roasting dish and place in the middle 
of the oven.

Peel and chop the potatoes into halves, once done place 
them into a pot and then add the goose fat, chopped garlic & 
dried mint. Let the potatoes cook in the goose fat, without add-
ing any water (180°C) for 15 minutes. Once the potatoes reach 
a fluffy texture place them into a baking tray and let them roast 
for 1 hour. Place two sprigs of rosemary over the potatoes be-
fore roasting for added flavour.

PHOTO CREDIT: LUCIE PARKER
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Mocking the 
Cocktail

Y
ou’d think that any self-respecting 
university gentleman with under-
developed maturity would leap at 

the opportunity to quaff drinks whose 
namesake is inexplicably linked to the 
male anatomy. But the simple logic of this 
assumption has failed to take into account 
an unspeakable force - anti-cocktail peer 
pressure.

Men in Evil Eye unsuccessfully at-
tempt to thwart their salivation over the 
nostalgically sweet aroma of strawberry 
and silky decadence of crème de cacao. 
They repress the pitiful pleas of their ne-
glected taste buds in order to appease that 
unworthy master, barley, that has a tena-
cious chokehold on these poor students’ 
evening of liquid refreshment.

Why not take up pitchforks in rebel-
lion against this tyrant? Because each 
citizen is scared that their flatmate is truly 
loyal to Barley’s regime, and will report 
their illegal conduct to the brotherhood. 
The price of treachery against the prin-
ciples of light brown monotony is public 
ridicule. The crowds hurl tomatoes, lock 
you in the stocks, evict you from their ten-
ancy, all for a mere cup of that ambrosial 
nectar - the Pina Colada!

This is obviously a slight exaggera-
tion. But the sad truth remains that a 
lot of guys are missing out on the joys of 
cocktails because of the tragic pressure to 
conform to the masculinity of beer, cling-
ing to its sole charms of affordability and 
availability in handy six-packs. But real-
istically, in comparison to a Daiquiri it 
tastes like urine and contains a laughable 
alcohol percentage.

So tell me, who’s the enduring cin-
ematic epitome of sophistication, bar 
brawls and sex appeal? James Bond – a 
respected ambassador for his gender. Hey, 
what’s his favourite drink? Of course that 
trademark cocktail - shaken not stirred. 
Does he glance around furtively before 
ordering his Martini? Does he compro-
mise on flavour? No. Bond’s been around, 
knows what’s good, and gets exactly what 
he wants.

So, next time you’re out with the lads, 
break free from your dull restraints, rein-
vent the contemporary university male’s 
social conventions! Channel the refine-
ment of Don Draper using the rugged 
strength of gin, vermouth and whisky. I’m 
not forcing anyone to embrace the (de-
lightful) triviality of sparklers and pink 
umbrellas – I’m merely pleading that you 
expand your horizons to embrace the sul-
try, and assuredly androgynous, art form. 

Singapore: A Republic of Eaters

S
ingapore is often labelled a food haven, 
with good reason. This little red dot is the 
region’s most ethnically diverse country 

and the food culture is reflective of the eclectic 
blend of Chinese, Malay, Indian and Eurasian 
population. 

 Unlike the rest of Southeast Asia, one will 
be hard-pressed to find street food in Singapore 
as a health initiative in the mid-80s led the 
Government to herd street hawkers into clean, 
well-organised hawker centres. Hawker centres 
are scattered around the island, within public 
housing districts where over 85% of the popu-
lation lives, offering a wide array of no-frills, 
affordable foods that are often pack as much 
satisfaction as dining at a high-end restaurant. 

  A trip to Singapore is not complete with-
out a trip to the hawker centre, “the hot, hu-
mid and frenetic lifeblood of Singapore food 
culture” according to Max Falkowitz, seriou-
seats.com editor. Hawker centres offer a peek 
into uniquely Singaporean culture, as tables 
are ‘choped’ - vernacular for reserved- by tissue 
packs, people decide what to eat based on how 
long queues are at individual stores and where 
a meal can be composed of Chinese, Malay, In-
dian and even French cuisine (with a Singapo-
rean twist).

One of the things I look forward to the 
most when I’m back home in Singapore are 
late-night suppers. They could be as simple as 
a bowl of tauhway (soy beancurd) to a dim-
sum feast, a greasy Indian prata and curry to a 
simple bowl of minced meat noodles - perfect 
for  satisfying that post-clubbing craving. Sin-
gapore is a city that never sleeps, and you will 
always be able to find something to fill yourself 
up whenever, wherever. 

There is nothing like a bowl of freshly 
made tauhway: layers of slippery custard-jelly 
soaked in candied syrup. At 50p a bowl, it is 
my ultimate comfort food, either on its own, 
topped with sweet dumplings or with eaten 
fried dough sticks. But its magic doesn’t end 
there, it is one of the few dishes that one is able 
to get at any time of the day, at the hawker cen-
tre for breakfast, the shopping mall as a snack, 
or at dessert stalls at two in the morning.

As I struggled to come up with a proper 
description of tauhway, I turned to twitter for 
help and here are a few of my favourites:

“@jundaloop its deliciousness cannot be 
described in 140 characters. That is all.”

“@josmurftay smooth like Michael Jack-
son’s criminal.”

“@yourxlover sweetened soy beancurd des-

sert, SMOOTH AS SILK CAN BE SLURPED.”
Moving to the UK has forced me to recre-

ate my favourite dishes within the constraints 
of my under-equipped student kitchen, and 
without my grandma. With the help of my in-
ternet and after several failed attempts, I am 
proud to say that I have finally mastered the art 
of the tauhway. Amadea Ng

Recipe for Soy beancurd pudding recipe
500ml Vitasoy soymilk

2 Teaspoons of Gelatine/Instant Jelly 
Powder

15g Coffee-mate creamer

Simmer the soymilk and creamer in a 
saucepan till its warm and turn the heat off be-
fore it starts to boil. Gently stir in the gelatine 
till it is fully dissolved. Cool the mixture before 
sieving it till no sediments are left. Pour into 
prepared containers and let the mixture cool 
completely. Chill mixture for 4 hours before 
serving.

Vegan option: use jelly powder instead and 
omit the creamer.  For a super silky-smooth ef-
fect, sieve the mixture continually. All ingredi-
ents can be found at Chi Yip Supermarket on 
George Hudson Street.

The Naked Baker: Pumpkin Pie

P
umpkin pie is the sweet treat of 
American Thanksgiving, something 
that us Brits have never really got. 

       The idea of having something so vege-
tal for pudding freaks us Brits out slightly, 
as anyone who’s ever baked a courgette 
cake would attest to. Pumpkin pie may be 
deep orange, but it’s a sweetly spiced, truly 
scrumptious dessert.

This pie was made as a part of the cel-
ebratory autumnal feast, which occurred 
after the Northeastern Native American 
tribes helped the Plymouth colonists to 
survive their first harsh winter in Amer-
ica. In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln 
proclaimed Thanksgiving Day to be held 
each November, as a national holiday. For 
more than two centuries now it has been a 
day for families and friends to get togeth-
er for a special meal and to give thanks for 
what they have. Today, the meal consists 
of turkey, stuffing, potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, pumpkin pie, and vegetables.
   This is why with a little love and atten-
tion, this old American dish could be a 
new British favourite. This Thanksgiving 
classic could be a genuine seasonal hit: 
autumnal, colourful, and packed with the 
sweet spices long beloved of British cooks, 
it’s really nothing to be scared of.

Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl 
and add the cubes of butter. Rub the but-
ter into the flour with your fingertips un-
til the mixture resembles coarse bread-
crumbs. Slowly stir in just enough of the 
cold water to bind the dough together.

Wrap the dough in cling film and 
chill for 10-15 minutes before using. Al-
ternatively buy some premade dough for 
aproximately £3 in any supermarket.

In a large bowl, lightly whisk the eggs 
and add the remaining ingredients. Pour 
the mixture into the prepared pie shell. 
Bake the pie for about 45-55 minutes at 
180C or until the filling is set and the crust 
has browned (the center will still look 
wet). Place the baked pie on a wire rack 
to cool. 

Base:
125g/4oz plain flour

55g/2oz butter, cubed
30-45ml/2-3 tbsp cold water

Filling:
3 large eggs

1 - 15 ounce can of pure pumpkin
10 fl oz/275 ml double cream

4 oz/110 grams light brown sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

Bronwyn O’Neill

The Recipe

Felicia Morizet

One of many iconic Singaporean hawker centre, called Lau Pa Sat

STAMINAJIM
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I
t’s 1961 and Zimbabwe, then known as Rhodesia, is on the 
brink of its war for liberation. The country’s people are be-
ginning to stand up to the oppression of colonisation. At 

the forefront of this movement are the Zimbabweans African 
Nations United (ZANU) and the Zimbabweans African People 
United (ZAPU) rebels. One such person was Solomon Wek-
wete, a former University of York student, who was not only 
imprisoned, but tortured for his involvement with both the 
ZAPU and ZANU parties. All this was due to Solomon’s reluc-
tance to give up the fight to liberate Zimbabwe.

Solomon was born in Rhodesia, in 1934. Growing up un-
der a colonial administration, Solomon was unable to begin his 
education until the age of 14. This led to him only qualifying 
as a teacher at the age of 25, a job he kept for 3 years. During 
the early years of Solomon’s life, he experienced the oppression 
of growing up under a colonial government. He remembers, 
“The police were marching along the street in front of me and I 
tried to cross the road between them; I was man-handled. For-
tunately there was someone whose child I was teaching, who 
then pleaded I be released”.

It was probably these experiences and the animosity 
shown towards his peers, which motivated Solomon to enter 
politics. As he recalls, “the politics started to change and so 
many people were joining the political parties and, as a young 
man, I was one of them”.  During the year Solomon was a 
member of this group, he attended the weekly Sunday meet-
ings while maintaining his job as a teacher. The party was met 
with opposition, when, at the height of the party’s influence it 
was banned by the government. Bit this didn’t deter Solomon. 
A year later he joined another political party where he contin-

ued to be an active member of up until 1960, when the group 
was forcibly disbanded. Yet again, the government had banned 
another pro-African political party.

As a result of this activity, Solomon was told by the police 
he was to be remanded once the school year had come to an 
end. “I then decided to run away. After finishing the examina-
tions and handing them into the head master, I slipped out of 
Rhodesia to Zambia.” Once in Zambia, Solomon settled into a 
non-political life working as a salesman for a year, before en-
tering the Republic of the Congo. While in Congo, Solomon 
received a telegram which would alter the course of his future 
permanently. “A telegram arrived from home to say my father 
had died, this was in 1964; I wanted to go home. I tried to get 
home by going back into Zambia.” Upon reaching the border, 
Solomon met a friend who had become a policeman. He could 
not encourage Solomon’s efforts. “We can allow you back into 
Rhodesia, but will arrest you once you reach home”. At this 
point in his life, Solomon was becoming accustomed to living a 
life in which he survived on the borders of government control.

Once again, Solomon was forced to flee Rhodesia, enter-
ing Zambia once again. It was upon his second entrance into 
Zambia that Solomon joined the growing ranks of freedom 
fighters for Zimbabwe through ZANU. It was at this time that 
Ian Smith had unilaterally declared independence for Rhode-
sia, under white minority rule. Once Solomon had established 
himself within the party, he was able to concentrate on the 
work he had longed to do in and for Zimbabwe. He looks back 
on the feelings of liberation and power which came with his 
enrolment into ZANU. “I was responsible for recruiting people 
in Zambia, and at one point had recruited 80. I would then 

York alumnus, ZANU rebel, 

Torture victim. Solomon 

Wekwete talks to Christina 

Scott about his extraordi-

nary experiences and how 

a fellow student and friend 

delivered him to safety from 

the hands of his captors.

Colonial torturers. Student saviours.
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get them across the border to Tanzania to our camp Chuniya, 
where we would provide training.” Solomon continued to take 
on dangerous roles of responsibility for the sake of his cause. 
He was also responsible for the distribution of ammunition 
throughout the ZANU party.

By the year of 1966, the fight for Africa’s independence had 
become globally recognised. The West was beginning to take 
notice of the sacrifices people like Solomon were making. He, 
along with other members of various liberation parties, was 
offered the opportunity to undertake a one year course at the 
University of York, involved in training African people for posi-
tions in political office. The programme was designed to equip 
students with skills needed to take over administration, once 
independence had been gained. During his first stay at York, 
Solomon was a member of Derwent College. His time at York 
still brings back fond memories of the course. He explains, 
“The course covered us to go to Dublin, Scotland, Germany 
and Belgium.” Once he had completed the programme, unlike 
other students who chose to stay in the UK, Solomon was told 
to return home by the leaders of the ZANU party, so that he 
could continue his work with new recruits.

However, upon Solomon’s return, he was to find that the 
war had intensified, with fighters receiving training in combat 
from China. It was on one of Solomon’s routine trips, moving 
people across the borders, that Solomon was stopped and in-
terrogated by two Portuguese men who were working for the 
colonial government. After an intense interrogation, which 
lasted three months, Solomon was handed over to the Zimba-
bwean authorities. Once it was confirmed that Solomon was 
a ZANU freedom fighter, he was subjected to the same fate as 
many others who had also been captured: an intense time tor-
ture, which was to become a regular occurrence for the next 
five years of Solomon’s life.

“When I was first captured, I remember spending three 
days in a dark bathroom with no food or water”. Solomon also 
recalls the physical pain inflicted upon him. “They would hang 
me up by my private parts and tie my hands behind my back, 
they would leave me there…when you fainted, they would pour 
water on you and try to find out who you were and what you 
were doing.” It was during these five years that Solomon came 
across and began some South African Open University (UNI-
SA) courses. Due to his former links in York, he was also able 
to describe his capture to people abroad. One person in par-
ticular was Guy Christiansen, his former associate, who was to 
become a key lobbyer in getting Solomon released. Guy was 
able to contact his father-in-law, editor of the British Medi-
cal Journal, who went to visit the jail in which Solomon was 
being held, demanding to see him.  During Solomon’s time in 
jail, talks were occurring between the British and Zimbabwean 
governments with regards to the proposal of a political reform, 
which the African leaders opposed. These talks were occurring 
during the period of Solomon’s imprisonment, when a request 
was being made for him to be released and permitted to return 
to York.

This is how he became acquainted with Amanda Sebas-
tian, his lifelong friend and also a former student from the 
University of York. Through various connections still in place 
within the alumni circle, Amanda became aware of Solomon’s 
case, and also became very involved in the lobbying, as well 
as raising awareness for the release of Solomon. Solomon was 
only able to gain release due to Amanda funding the scholar-
ship set up by Professor Alan Peacoc.

In 1972, Solomon was released from prison, on the condi-
tion that he did not return to the country. Finally, he returned 
to York. He would remain at the University for 3 years, gradu-
ating with a degree in Economics. Once his time in York had 
come to an end, Solomon moved to London where he met his 
late wife and lived there until Rhodesia gained its independ-
ence in 1980, becoming the Republic of Zimbabwe. Before his 
return to Zimbabwe, Solomon lived in Mozambique, becoming 
Chief of Protocol for a party established by exiled leaders and 
working within the camps. However, Solomon was unable to 
remain in this position due to his disputes with the ideology 
imposed upon members by the leaders. “There was a lot of con-
fusion….. things that were happening with ladies and young 
girls in the camps did not please me”. Upon his return to Zim-
babwe, Solomon took up the position of Assistant Secretary in 
the Ministry of Finance, then in the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce and finally, as Trade Attaché and Representative in 
Malawi, Tanzania and Mauritius, until 1994, when he retired.

Solomon’s story can easily be compared to that of many 
other freedom fighters within the era of Africa’s civil wars. 
However, what distinguishes Solomon is the integrity he still 
maintains to the true values of the ZANU party. He closes the 
interview by telling us how he questioned Mugabe. “ This may 
have been a bit out of line, but because of my make up, I did 
not understand how someone could just get money and rinse 
it out……without helping the people”. This leads us to ask an 
uncomfortable question. What will become of a nation, where 
the freedom fighters have become the oppressors? M

“They would hang me 

up by my private parts 

and tie my hands behind 

my back. They would 

leave me there.”
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Do you enjoy being called dude? No, 
nor me. And yet,  the YUSU Presi-

dent feels the need, at every turn, to embrace 
you with words that perfectly replicate an 
awkward - you know, the sort that crushes an 
out-stretched arm, innocently seeking a hand-
shake. But, I don’t actually blame Mr Taylor 
for his undue and utterly excessive over-fa-
miliarity because it is rife. Open flickr and it 
says ‘hello’ in a different language every time. 
Open wordpress and it says ‘howdy’. ‘Howdy’? 
Who, on this side of Uranus, uses the word 
‘howdy’? But forget these minor offenders, pa-
tient zero of this loathsome virus is Innocent. 
Quite what made them think that I would 
want to interact with my smoothie carton, I 
don’t know. Kallum is merely their latest vic-
tim. Not so innocent after all...

Doing the rounds of second year house 
parties, I’ve noticed something quite 

remarkable. Gin Is In. Extraordinary. To 
think the drink more closely associated with 
local cat women (with lemonade) and tweed-
wearing Tory toffs (G&T) is now being taken 
up by students. Gin now has its own salute 
(performed by putting your fist to your chin 
and lifting your elbow towards your unsus-
pecting target, bellowing ‘GIN!’), people seem 
to know about gin (beyond what faces you at 
the cigarette counter in Tesco Express), and 
the Queen drinks gin! (well, according to 
@Queen_uk anyway). Who’s says Withnail’s 
not relevant any more?

Facebook etiquette really is extraordi-
nary. I had my birthday recently and 

received the usual bout of posts that accompa-
nies this occasion. Now you would not believe 
who (...and what – here I refer to ‘An Actual 
Dragon’ that sent me a message, I kid you not) 
crawled out of the woodwork. People who 
I haven’t seen for years, but remain friends 
with in case of some freak meet-up (perhaps 
in South-East Mali) were posting a generic 
‘happy birthday!!!!’. No message, no amusing 
quip, not even the decency to capitalise what 
they’ve written.  Would people mind so aw-
fully sending a text, or picking up the phone?

I went to watch Jeremy Paxman speak 
last week in Physics. I’m not sure what 

I expected, but I certainly didn’t foresee him 
sitting back in his chair swigging from a glass 
of wine, politely mocking the poor panelists, 
who tripped over themselves as often as dear 
Mr Bump. Let’s be honest, he bossed the in-
terview, and he bossed the room. The only op-
portunity the audience or panel had to take 
the fight to him ended in a humiliating crawl 
down from the floor – “I’m sure a lot of people 
want to speak to you Jeremy”, said girl. I don’t 
blame her, I wouldn’t take him on.

I get stopped by the police almost every 
day. And no, I don’t look like a drug 

dealer, nor am I about to complain about 
Stop-and-Search. I am, in fact, a ‘terror of the 
road’ (said officer), an un-exemplary cyclist: I 

don’t have any lights and don’t wear reflective 
clothing, which, when it gets dark at lunch-
time, could be considered inadvisable. I am 
also down to four gears and half a brake. The 
police have admittedly been very nice, giving 
me my ‘last’ verbal warning each time. Driv-
ers, however, are a different matter. Appar-
ently when you’re in a car you can do and say 
anything you like. I was happily minding my 
own business on a dark and rainy night (per-
haps to the extent that I was completely invis-
ible. I was certainly completely soaked) when 
a driver came past, wound his window down 
and shouted “get some f***ing lights, you 
c**t.” ‘Whoa’, I thought, ‘what if I was a gran-
ny’, or ‘someone with self-respect’. Somehow, 
correct me if I’m wrong, I don’t think this per-
son would say this if he wasn’t bombing past 
at 40mph… Cyclists of the world unite... You 
laugh, but Boris ain’t doing so badly…

This week a friend of mine, who is in fact 
a member of York CU, announced her 

plans to go to Amsterdam. When I went there,  
I remember being accosted by theatre reps 
selling tickets to a ‘show’. We dutifully paid 
our money (lest we appear, God forbid, ‘gay’), 
and took a seat about twelve rows back. The 
MC of this creepy affair (you’d find less leath-
er at a Harley-Davidson convention) came 
bounding down the aisle seeking volunteers. 
My friends, grabbed my hand and shoved me 
in the direction of the predatory lady. By the 
time the audience had latched onto the fact 

that a twelve 
year-old boy 
(in their 
eyes, I was 
actually 17) 
was being 
d r a g g e d 
on stage 
in front 
of 200 
s p e c t a -
tors, it 
was too 
late. How 
the story 
ends? The 
e x p e r i e n c e 
remains to 
this day a 
t r o u b l i n g 
memory, so 
I’ll just say that 
it involved a 
banana, some 
maracas, and 
yours truly be-
ing placed 
f i r m l y 
into the 
k n e e l -
i n g
p o s i -
tion. Not 
ideal.
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My name’s Harold and I’m a third year. 
I’m about to start applying for jobs but, be-
fore I do, I’m not sure whether to delete my 
Facebook account or not. It’s filled with a lot 
of vile, slanderous stuff, and it would defi-
nitely portray who I really am. Clearly, apply-
ing for a job requires me to be someone I’m 
not - a perfect, employable me. What would 
you recommend for a professionally ambi-
tious, yet sociable young man? 

Dear Harold,

Employers have always been ‘interested’ 
in ascertaining via informal means whether 
someone is appropriate for a job. It’s just that 
the Internet and Facebook mean they can 
now use social networks that are virtual and 
thus make it a shed load easier for potential 
candidates to be vetted.

However, I don’t think you should be 
concerned about making it harder for your 
employers to vet you via Facebook rather 
than in an interview, because they will find 
out what kind of person you are eventually. 
There is a big difference between showing 
that you’re a normal teenager who likes te-
quila, and between having a picture of your-
self in Nazi fancy dress. If you’ve got nothing 
to hide, then you shouldn’t be worrying. Al-
though, clearly as you’ve already mentioned, 
your profile is far from being as innocent as a 
Petit Filous advert.

What I would say is that a lot of people 
are too easily fooled by two things; 1) the 
amount of control you have over access to the 
content of your profile, and 2) the fact that 
once you have signed up to Facebook, com-
plied with their rules of use, and uploaded 
personal information, there’s no going back. 
What they don’t tell you is that nothing is 
ever deleted from the website, not literally 
anyway. So information might have disap-
peared from the face of the website, but there 
is still a record that the photo existed in the 

code of the back of the site, which certain 
companies can hack into.

And don’t think that posting a hefty cop-
yright disclaimer as your status will mitigate 
you of anyone using your information. Face-
book themselves will always be using your 
information, and keeping a record of exactly 
what you do because you are one fine speci-
men of an advertising sample. Unfortunately, 
you signed away many of your rights when 
you signed up to Facebook in the first place.

However, that doesn’t mean delete it. I 
would say, Harold, keep it. Prove to your em-
ployer exactly what you can do with a healthy 
working profile, which may be invaluable 
professionally (depending on what you want 
to do – I expect Botany is less bothered about 
networking that journalism, say). Our gener-
ation have the power to take control of social 
networking to let it only do what we need it 
to.

All my love, Sophie

Need a solution? Send your
problems into muse@nouse.co.uk

Cabbies’ Corner
This week, we asked Peter whether he was 

feeling any christmas love for York students. 

It appears that this was not the  case.

One student told me that she’d tried to turn 
on an electric stove with a match. I mean if 
they’re going to be running the country...

Peter 
Driving cabs for 12 years

“
“

Tea and Troubles.

Dear Sophie,

Tom Witherow
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Johnson expresses concern 
over student Visa restrictions
BORIS JOHNSON has expressed 
fresh concern over the negative im-
pact that tighter Visa restrictions 
could have on the number of foreign 
students studying in the UK.

Johnson warned that the re-
strictions could send the “wrong sig-
nal” to foreign students and that the 
UK was at risk of losing students to 
rival universities in America, Cana-
da and Australia.

Under new legislations, appli-
cants will be required to demon-
strate a higher standard of English 
language before being permitted to 
study at British colleges and univer-
sities. Individuals will also only be 
allowed to remain in the UK after 
they graduate on the condition that 
they hold a skilled job from an ac-
credited employer at graduate-level 
salary of £20,000 or above.

Johnson, speaking during a six-
day visit to India, identified the need 
to “shift the debate on student visas 
away from numerical targets and 
squarely onto policy based on pro-
moting jobs and growth in the UK,” 
adding that his views were part of a 
“growing, cross-party consensus on 
removing students from the Gov-
ernment’s net migration target.” 

His comments are in response 
to the government ruling that for-
eign students should not be exempt 
from the overall target to reduce net 
migration levels.  

Speaking on the issue in Sep-
tember, Theresa May, Home Secret-

Violence re-emerging in Congo
George Wood
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There is a strong possibility of violence emerging once again in Congo

UNITED NATIONS PHOTO

THOS003

SLUZZELIN

ALAINBOURGOISE

                        RANDOMPLACES

Ellie Swire

POLITICAL REPORTER

BACKBORIS2012

Boris Johnson has expressed his desire to ensure that international students are not disadvantaged by rules

!is week, students at the 
School of Oriental and Afri-
can Studies (SOAS) occupied 
the main building in support 
of Gaza. In a press release, 
‘SOASOCCUPY’ stated their 
anger at William Hague’s 
statement that Hamas were 
to blame for the escalation 
of violence seen earlier in 
November.

Kevin Paul, Canadian free 
education activist, has visited 
Edinbrugh University. He 
criticised the UK student 
movement’s ‘sense of defeat’, 
while encouraging the move-
ment to learn lessons from 
Quebec’s student protests, 
where students successfuly 
organised to stop a hike in 
tuition fees.

!e University of Washing-
ton has terminated its ties to 
Adidas, the sports apparel 
chain, in response to student 
pressure. Students previously 
protested and petitioned 
the university, in response 
to a $1.8 million in sever-
ance owed to laid o" factory 
workers in Indonesia.  
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ary, acknowledged that it was im-
portant that Britain was still able to 
attract the “brightest and best” for-
eign students to its educational in-
stitutions, but added that “to say im-
porting more and more immigrants 
is our best export product is nothing 
but the counsel of despair.”

Concern regarding the num-
ber of foreign students enrolled in 

“dubious” courses and remaining in 
low-paid jobs has fuelled fears that 
they represent a drain on govern-
ment resources.    

Yet, foreign students are also an 
important asset to the British econ-
omy, contributing close to £2.5bn in 
fees each year and also when they 
take up employment. 

The most important thing, 

Johnson said, was that students 
were granted academic freedom. 
“If people are genuine students and 
genuinely desire to learn and con-
tribute to the economy, there should 
be a system which allows them to 
travel from one major centre of 
learning to another, and that’s what 
we’re trying to achieve.”

THE DEMOCRATIC Republic 
of Congo has, for years, been em-
broiled in scandals of brutal conflict 
rooted in genocide, ethnic identity 
issues and has a history of mass vio-
lence. 

But the country was yet again 
on the brink of chaos when rebels 
of the March 23 Movement (M23), 
militia group launched a military 
campaign, capturing Goma, capi-
tal of the eastern province of North 
Kivu. Sultani Makenga, M23 mili-
tary commander, has since agreed 
to withdraw troops from Goma and 
other recently captured towns. 

However, whether this promise 
will be kept remains uncertain, as 
the M23 fighters continue to hold a 
firm grip on their positions within 
the province. Fear remains that DR 
Congo’s political and ethnic insta-
bility, catalysed by the M23, will ig-
nite a regional war.

This instability has ensured 
persistent conflict since the Second 
Congo War, which ended in 2003 
after 5 years of fighting with a death 
toll of 5 million. Particularly volatile 

provinces in DR Congo are North 
and South Kivu, which border 
Rwanda and Uganda. 

The causes of conflict in DR 
Congo are complex, dense and in-
grained in the historical ethnic 
hostility between Hutus and Tut-
sis, a tension that sparked the 1994 
Rwandan genocide.

Much of the fighting is attribut-
ed to sizeable militia groups contin-
uously in combat over control of DR 
Congo’s rich natural reserves. Op-
erations by both by militia and the 
National Congolese Army (FARDC) 
have been criticised by the Human 
Rights Watch, which involve acts of 
mass rape, torture, looting, recruit-

ment of child soldiers and arbitrary 
executions.

The group responsible for the 
current crisis is M23, a group largely 
made up of minority Tutsi ethnicity. 

The M23 was formed in April 
out of criticisms towards the Con-
golese government for not imple-
menting the 23 March 2009 peace 
deal with the National Congress for 
the Defence of the People (CNDP), 
another militia group from which 
many M23 rebels were former 
members of. 

Reasons for rebellion include 
mistreatment of officers by FARDC, 
as well as the arrest of Bosco Nta-
ganda, CNDP general and war 
criminal. The current intentions of 
the M23 are unclear, but the major 
concerns of the M23’s future actions 
are perhaps aligned with allegations 
of Rwanda and Uganda supporting 
the militia group. 

While being vehemently denied 
by both countries and the M23, the 
possibility of this support could turn 
the ongoing conflict into a proxy 
battle for a foothold into DR Congo’s 
natural resources, once again drag-
ging surrounding countries back 
into war.
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I don’t expect a deal would 
work well for the Tories either. How 
would a pact be formulated? Would 
enough UKIP or Tory members 
even agree to it? Might there not be 
a large number of refuseniks who 
then form dissenting factions on 
both sides?  

To many potential Tory voters, 
a pact with UKIP would look far 
from appealing. But not because 
they harbour any great affection for 
the EU or anything remotely Euro-
pean. Rather, they may be keen to 
leave it, they might want someone to 
renegotiate Britain’s terms of mem-
bership, or it’s possible that they’re 

just not that interested in Britain’s 
position in the European political 
sphere. And it’s this apathy I’d like 
to explore.  

If there’s one thing 2010 taught 
us, it’s is that there’s been a growing 
disillusionment with contemporary 
politics for some time. 

Within this, there is a general 
mood that those in charge have 
gamed the rules in order to carve up 
the spoils to their own advantage, 
and will do so well in advance if they 
genuinely believe they can get away 

Rohan Banerjee

I
f Michael Fabricant wasn’t a 
politician, I think it’s safe to 
say he probably wouldn’t be a 

matchmaker either. Nigel Farage is 
clearly an Aires and David Cameron 
is most definitely heterosexual. But 
that’s not the only reason why this 
pact shouldn’t go ahead.

The UK Independence Party 
(UKIP) grandly announced that it 
will not even consider such a deal 
so long as Cameron remains as the 
Conservative Party leader. Funny as 
it is that the leader of a party with 
no MPs is now demanding that the 
Prime Minister stand aside, Farage 
has certainly spotted the danger of 
entering these negotiations.

It is evident that UKIP should 
not, and cannot be seen to be in ca-
hoots with the Tories. Ahead of the 
European elections in 2014, UKIP’s 
strategy must be to reach beyond 
conservatism and appeal to a wider 
audience – a slice of the Labour vote 
perhaps or the undecideds who may 
have concerns about uncapped im-
migration or the EU.

Remember that foster care 
couple from Rotherham who were 
treated so disgracefully and lost 
their three children simply for being 
UKIP members? They were actually 
former Labour supporters. 

Any suspicion that the UKIP 
leader is prepared to sell out for the 
chance to be Minister for String in 
a future Conservative government 
will surely put off a camp Farage can 
ill afford to alienate.

T
he latest spate of violence be-
tween Israel and Gaza is in 
many ways just part of the 

same narrative. 
Each side claims it is in the 

right, and the usual arguments 
emerge in our media about whether 
it is right to justify killing civilians 
as collateral damage, and on the 
other hand, whether Israel can be 
expected to negotiate with an inter-
nationally acknowledged terrorist 
organisation which believes in its 
destruction.

But this time around there are 
signs of significant changes in the 
nature of the conflict. On the Israeli 
side, they have for the first time real-
ly been able to test the efficacy of its 
flagship Iron Dome defence system. 

Between this system and the 
fact that a significant percentage 
of rockets do not even successfully 
leave Gaza (let alone hit their targets 
in Israel), Israeli citizens will hope-
fully have more of a sense of secu-
rity. Israel also claims it was able to 
destroy around 90% of the missiles 
that Hamas fired into the country. 

This is important, the less Israel 
feels threatened, the more likely it 
is its population will support con-
ciliatory measures towards Gaza, 
of which Israel, not to mention the 
middle east as a whole, is in desper-

A Tory-UKIP pact would damage politics

with it.
Bereft of an apposite distinc-

tion between Britain’s major par-
ties, each political compromise is a 
sign that there isn’t really any prin-
cipality in government any more. 
In the current political climate, a 
pre-election deal would do little to 
dispel any such cynicism. Indeed, it 
could very well reinforce it to new 
levels.

Similarly, an electoral truce 
with the handful of Lib Dems in the 
government who Cameron might 
want to save next time round would 
look just as opportunistic and just as 
misguided as any arrangement with 
UKIP.

In my view, instead of prepar-
ing pacts for their own convenience, 
all parties should start with prin-
ciples and stick to them. Work out 

The Conservatives must look elsewhere than a pact with UKIP if it wants success at the 2015 general election

EURO REALIST NEWSLETTER

what the country needs, construct 
an argument and make the case to 
convince people that you have solid 
ideals and a sensible plan.

Those in the upper echelons of 
our main parties have a choice. They 
can either preserve what has been a 
long established tradition of Brit-
ish politics, the political party,  or 
risk another diluted, ineffectual and 
amorphous coalition.  

ate need.  
But unfortunately, this is overly 

optimistic. When the citizens of 
Gaza look over at their brothers in 
the West Bank who have renounced 
violence what do they see? Has Is-
rael gone out of its way to give them 
concessions? No. The illegal settle-

ments continue to exist and even 
grow well beyond what the inter-
national community would desire. 
Building has taken place in Arab 
areas of Jerusalem and the barriers 
and checkpoints that herd the Pal-
estinian people like animals will not 
be removed any time soon. 

Given this, it is completely un-
derstandable why support for Ha-
mas’ violent assaults on Israel con-
tinues across the world. 

It is not clear what Israel be-
lieves the Palestinians should do,  
apart from sit and accept their mis-
treatment (especially given that 

when the Palestinians try to solve 
the issue diplomatically through the 
UN, they are faced with a lot of re-
sistance such as US threats to pull 
its funding from UNESCO).  

Hamas has some cause for op-
timism though. They are increas-
ingly being courted by new and 
rich sources of support. Much has 
been made of Egypt’s new role in 
mediating a ceasefire and support-
ing the interests of the Palestinian 
people. But less has been aired on 
the involvement of countries such as 
Turkey and Qatar (detailed in this 
week’s Economist). 

With the ongoing crisis in Syria, 
Iran has been less able to funnel 
support to Hamas. Furthermore, 
Hamas has become disillusioned 
with Iran’s support of Assad in Syr-
ia, a regime which is oppressing its 
Sunni population. 

As such, Turkey and other 
Arab nations feel more confident 
that supporting Hamas no longer 
strengthens the hand of Iran. At the 
same time, Hamas are looking for 
support elsewhere. 

This is an important step for 
Hamas. They will appear more le-
gitimate in the eyes of the inter-
national community if they are no 
longer seen as puppets in Iran’s war 
against the West.

So what now? It’s hard to tell, 
but the rules of the game are cer-
tainly changing.     

The Israel-Palestine conflict is changing
Ed Schwitzer

After the recent violence, it is has become difficult to predict what will happen, but the nature of it is changing
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I don’t expect a deal would 
work well for the Tories either. How 
would a pact be formulated? Would 
enough UKIP or Tory members 
even agree to it? Might there not be 
a large number of refuseniks who 
then form dissenting factions on 
both sides?  

To many potential Tory voters, 
a pact with UKIP would look far 
from appealing. But not because 
they harbour any great affection for 
the EU or anything remotely Euro-
pean. Rather, they may be keen to 
leave it, they might want someone to 
renegotiate Britain’s terms of mem-
bership, or it’s possible that they’re 

just not that interested in Britain’s 
position in the European political 
sphere. And it’s this apathy I’d like 
to explore.  

If there’s one thing 2010 taught 
us, it’s is that there’s been a growing 
disillusionment with contemporary 
politics for some time. 

Within this, there is a general 
mood that those in charge have 
gamed the rules in order to carve up 
the spoils to their own advantage, 
and will do so well in advance if they 
genuinely believe they can get away 

Rohan Banerjee

I
f Michael Fabricant wasn’t a 
politician, I think it’s safe to 
say he probably wouldn’t be a 

matchmaker either. Nigel Farage is 
clearly an Aires and David Cameron 
is most definitely heterosexual. But 
that’s not the only reason why this 
pact shouldn’t go ahead.

The UK Independence Party 
(UKIP) grandly announced that it 
will not even consider such a deal 
so long as Cameron remains as the 
Conservative Party leader. Funny as 
it is that the leader of a party with 
no MPs is now demanding that the 
Prime Minister stand aside, Farage 
has certainly spotted the danger of 
entering these negotiations.

It is evident that UKIP should 
not, and cannot be seen to be in ca-
hoots with the Tories. Ahead of the 
European elections in 2014, UKIP’s 
strategy must be to reach beyond 
conservatism and appeal to a wider 
audience – a slice of the Labour vote 
perhaps or the undecideds who may 
have concerns about uncapped im-
migration or the EU.

Remember that foster care 
couple from Rotherham who were 
treated so disgracefully and lost 
their three children simply for being 
UKIP members? They were actually 
former Labour supporters. 

Any suspicion that the UKIP 
leader is prepared to sell out for the 
chance to be Minister for String in 
a future Conservative government 
will surely put off a camp Farage can 
ill afford to alienate.

T
he latest spate of violence be-
tween Israel and Gaza is in 
many ways just part of the 

same narrative. 
Each side claims it is in the 

right, and the usual arguments 
emerge in our media about whether 
it is right to justify killing civilians 
as collateral damage, and on the 
other hand, whether Israel can be 
expected to negotiate with an inter-
nationally acknowledged terrorist 
organisation which believes in its 
destruction.

But this time around there are 
signs of significant changes in the 
nature of the conflict. On the Israeli 
side, they have for the first time real-
ly been able to test the efficacy of its 
flagship Iron Dome defence system. 

Between this system and the 
fact that a significant percentage 
of rockets do not even successfully 
leave Gaza (let alone hit their targets 
in Israel), Israeli citizens will hope-
fully have more of a sense of secu-
rity. Israel also claims it was able to 
destroy around 90% of the missiles 
that Hamas fired into the country. 

This is important, the less Israel 
feels threatened, the more likely it 
is its population will support con-
ciliatory measures towards Gaza, 
of which Israel, not to mention the 
middle east as a whole, is in desper-

A Tory-UKIP pact would damage politics

with it.
Bereft of an apposite distinc-

tion between Britain’s major par-
ties, each political compromise is a 
sign that there isn’t really any prin-
cipality in government any more. 
In the current political climate, a 
pre-election deal would do little to 
dispel any such cynicism. Indeed, it 
could very well reinforce it to new 
levels.

Similarly, an electoral truce 
with the handful of Lib Dems in the 
government who Cameron might 
want to save next time round would 
look just as opportunistic and just as 
misguided as any arrangement with 
UKIP.

In my view, instead of prepar-
ing pacts for their own convenience, 
all parties should start with prin-
ciples and stick to them. Work out 

The Conservatives must look elsewhere than a pact with UKIP if it wants success at the 2015 general election

EURO REALIST NEWSLETTER

what the country needs, construct 
an argument and make the case to 
convince people that you have solid 
ideals and a sensible plan.

Those in the upper echelons of 
our main parties have a choice. They 
can either preserve what has been a 
long established tradition of Brit-
ish politics, the political party,  or 
risk another diluted, ineffectual and 
amorphous coalition.  

ate need.  
But unfortunately, this is overly 

optimistic. When the citizens of 
Gaza look over at their brothers in 
the West Bank who have renounced 
violence what do they see? Has Is-
rael gone out of its way to give them 
concessions? No. The illegal settle-

ments continue to exist and even 
grow well beyond what the inter-
national community would desire. 
Building has taken place in Arab 
areas of Jerusalem and the barriers 
and checkpoints that herd the Pal-
estinian people like animals will not 
be removed any time soon. 

Given this, it is completely un-
derstandable why support for Ha-
mas’ violent assaults on Israel con-
tinues across the world. 

It is not clear what Israel be-
lieves the Palestinians should do,  
apart from sit and accept their mis-
treatment (especially given that 

when the Palestinians try to solve 
the issue diplomatically through the 
UN, they are faced with a lot of re-
sistance such as US threats to pull 
its funding from UNESCO).  

Hamas has some cause for op-
timism though. They are increas-
ingly being courted by new and 
rich sources of support. Much has 
been made of Egypt’s new role in 
mediating a ceasefire and support-
ing the interests of the Palestinian 
people. But less has been aired on 
the involvement of countries such as 
Turkey and Qatar (detailed in this 
week’s Economist). 

With the ongoing crisis in Syria, 
Iran has been less able to funnel 
support to Hamas. Furthermore, 
Hamas has become disillusioned 
with Iran’s support of Assad in Syr-
ia, a regime which is oppressing its 
Sunni population. 

As such, Turkey and other 
Arab nations feel more confident 
that supporting Hamas no longer 
strengthens the hand of Iran. At the 
same time, Hamas are looking for 
support elsewhere. 

This is an important step for 
Hamas. They will appear more le-
gitimate in the eyes of the inter-
national community if they are no 
longer seen as puppets in Iran’s war 
against the West.

So what now? It’s hard to tell, 
but the rules of the game are cer-
tainly changing.     

The Israel-Palestine conflict is changing
Ed Schwitzer

After the recent violence, it is has become difficult to predict what will happen, but the nature of it is changing
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Eurosceptics winning the battle
Adam Highland

T
he issue of Europe seldom 
wins elections, but it can 
lose them. Clashes over the 

EU tore John Major’s Conserva-
tives apart in the 1990s and made 
the Tories unelectable for a decade. 
Meanwhile, Labour won three suc-
cessive elections with a pro-Euro-
pean stance behind which the party 
united. Now, David Cameron faces 
the same problem.

Tory backbenchers have al-
ready started to kick up a fuss. 81 
Tory rebels defied Cameron’s wishes 
last autumn and voted for a refer-
endum on EU membership. Cam-
eron fudged the issue, promising a 
referendum in the next Parliament, 
without elaborating on what the 
considerations would be. This was 
the only way to placate both wings 
of the coalition.

Fast-forward a year, and ar-
guments over the EU’s next 7 year 
budget (currently a €120.7bn per 
year total from all states) have 
prompted mayhem and politicking. 
Tory backbenchers unsurprisingly 
want a cut, in line with austerity 
measures at home. The Lib Dems 
and pro-European Tories don’t want 
EU membership to become a big de-
bate, and so are willing to agree to a 
small increase. 

Cameron just wants a solution, 
but the big surprise was Labour. 
They also want a cut, which led to 
the coalition’s most significant de-
feat in the Commons in October, 
when a nonbinding bill promising a 
real terms freeze in the EU budget 
was blocked by Labour and Tory re-
bels. Talks in Brussels then stalled.

Some believe the EU should be 
seen as a positive. Certainly, its size 
gives the UK greater political clout 
on the world stage. The EU also ac-
counts for roughly half of all UK ex-
ports. 

However its budget amounts 
to only 1% of GDP, costing £15 per 
person. Compared to the 50% of 
GDP spent on the UK public sector, 
and the bailouts needed to solve the 
Eurozone crisis, it’s a piffling sum. 

Furthermore, European ‘tax-
payers’ get a return. EU cohesion-
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fund investments bring greater 
prosperity to export markets and 
increase demand for British goods. 
Non-membership status, similar 
to that of Switzerland and Norway, 
would mean the UK still having to 
adhere to EU standards, without 
having a say in what these were. 
Currently, the national veto means 
it has a big say. It has struck a good 
balance between freedom and influ-
ence.

In light of these advantages, a 
referendum on membership should 
not be the vote winner it is turning 
out to be. It has emerged as a key 
political battleground, on par with 
austerity versus stimulus. The large-
ly emotive fight for a freeze has been 
blown up into an in-out ultimatum. 

The parties should be setting 
out convincing strategies on re-

alistic repatriation of powers and 
sensible budgetary demands, un-
derpinned by a belief in the EU as 
a force for good. Instead, in light of 
recent Labour politicking and Tory 
in-fighting, voters may be reluctant 

to lend their support to either party 
lest they accidentally bring about an 
exit from the EU.

Cameron, taunted by inappro-
priate World War II rhetoric, such 
as David Low’s ‘Very well – alone’, 
has done well to maintain a com-

promising approach. Yet he has not 
ruled out (or ruled in) a referendum. 
Perhaps he feels that he can’t. Per-
haps the real question is whether 
Miliband will sacrifice further po-
litical wins in order to curb Labour’s 
newfound Euroscepticism.

The debate used to be between 
sceptics (UKIP and the Tory Right) 
and the status quo (everyone else). 
Now the split is shifting towards re-
patriation versus non-membership. 
Both of these causes jeopardise the 
UK’s relationship with Europe. The 
‘status quo’ voters, for whom Europe 
is a small consideration, may soon 
have nowhere to go.

Finally, John Major famously 
said that it was time for the rebels 
to put up or shut up. With the lack 
of political support, the EU may 
choose to say the same to the UK.

 Miliband raises Labour’s newfound Euroscepticism in an aim to convince voters there will not be an EU exit
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For the past few years the pros-
pects for the economy have been 
bleak. Yet could this all change with 
the introduction of Mark Carney as 
the new Bank of England governor? 

Surely it can’t be any worse, 
right? With what the Guardian are 
calling ‘years, if not decades, of un-
derachievement’ and ‘a string of 
catastrophic performances’ for the 
English economy it seems that Car-
ney can only go up from here. 

Of course George Osborne ap-
pointed him with good reason. Car-
ney has worked on the Financial 
Stability Board, been the Deputy 
Governor of the Bank of Canada 
and worked for Goldman Sachs for 
a grand total of 13 years. 

There is no doubt then that he 
has the experience. In fact many be-
lieve that Carney has done wonders 
for the Canadian economy with in-
flation below target and a ‘recovery 
stronger than all bar Germany’, a 
sharp contrast with the painful re-
covery of the UK. 

However this decision to ap-
point Mark Carney sees the first 
foreigner to ever lead the bank and 
with the City having backed the 
Bank of England’s deputy governor 
Paul Tucker, Carney may not be the 
best man for the job. Indeed George 

Osborne has not been known for his 
brilliant recommendations in the 
past, with Andy Coulson being one 
of his less favoured proposals.  It 
also can’t be denied that Carney has 
a lot of work to do. 

The Financial Times spoke ear-
lier in the year of Carney’s like of an 
‘open and resilient financial system’ 
and the need for ‘capitalising on the 
immense opportunity that emerg-
ing market in general and China 
in particular represent’. This could 
mean little change for the British 
economy. 

A business-as-usual stance 
is definitely not what the country 

needs and with little to promote do-
mestic markets, constrain the city 
and prevent the next collapse of the 
financial system the British econo-
my has a real chance of simply stag-
nating, or even getting worse.  

Even The Guardian emphasises 
that none of Carney’s policies ‘in-
dicate the real economy’. The new 
brief for this Bank of England gov-
ernor has undeniably placed em-
phasise on overseeing the country’s 
banks and yet this is not seen as one 
of Mark Carney’s strengths. It has 

already been mentioned that he has 
the experience both in the private 
and public sector. 

Perhaps many experts worry 
that he simply will not be able to 
cope with this expanded respon-
sibility. Ann Pettifor, Director of 
Prime, has been noted as saying 
that his view that the ‘threats to the 
economy from the banking system 
are systemic’ is nothing less than 
‘alarming’, a phrase which is cer-
tainly not ideal in describing such a 
key figure in the economy. 

Ultimately then should we our-
selves be ‘alarmed’ at Osborne’s de-
cision or see it as a welcome change 
to the running of the country?  Per-
haps we won’t really know the an-
swer for a few years. 

Certainly we at least won’t know 
until next July when Carney official-
ly takes over the post. Perhaps the 
real question with the economy is 
always how much can really be done 
internally and how much is simple 
left to external forces. Indeed as a 
culture perhaps we ask too much of 
our officials. 

Only a miracle worker could 
turn around Britain’s woeful track 
record and various deep-rooted 
problems in a mere five year period, 
right? 

If anyone knows this, Carney 
does. He speaks of a ‘limit...to what 
any one individual can do’ and sees 
England as ‘where the challenge 
is greatest’, feeling he can only ‘try 
[his] best’.  

Perhaps this is all we can ask 
for.  Yet we can’t help but hope that 
miracles will happen and really why 
shouldn’t we? Other countries have 
managed and with all this experi-
ence and key support maybe Carney 
is just what we need.
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T
hese days, the word ‘inter-
vention’ occupies one of 
the darkest realms of our 

conciousness, particularly in rela-
tion to the Middle East. Indeed, 
its tainted legacy, in both Iraq and 
Afghanistan has reduced interven-
tion to either an action destined 
to fail, or worse, an ugly form of 
pseudo-imperialism, designed ul-
timately to reassert brutal hegem-
onic structures of power. In our 
own age, we have also haunted by a 
future repetitive of the late 1980s, 
whereby intervention through the 
means of directly arming rebel 
groups, may in turn give rise to 
hardline, militant Islamists. As we 
have been warned - by both Arab 
and Western media outlets, walk-
ing down the road of military in-
tervention, in whatever capacity, is 
too dangerous to bear the risks.

Despite such fears, I feel that 
the way in which we conceptual-
ise ‘intervention’ is heavily mis-
construed, in such a way that we 
immediately associate the notion 
with the darkest parts of recent 
history. 

Yet, on the current stage of 
international diplomacy, the West-
ern world finds itself in a precari-
ous position, whereby they must 
reconcile the rights of sovereignty 
whilst maintaining an ethical 
foundation built upon  principles 
of human rights and liberties. In 
the case of Syria, this does not sim-
ply relate to the toppling of the As-
sad regime, or the removal of the 
ruling family.

Indeed, while the arming of 
rebels or a direct NATO interven-
tion may be successful in remov-

Can the West intervene in Syria?
The West needs to rethink its conceptualisation of interventionism: Hussein Kesvani argues there are other means of 

effective intervention

New Bank of England Govenor is a gamble

Mark Carney has been tasked with bringing the economy out of a trough

THE LAST WORD
Rosie Shields

ing Assad, what will soon be found 
is that the lack of any coherent op-
positional force to allow a transfer of 
governance will provide the capac-
ity for rampant civil war. And while 
I certainly agree that direct mili-
tary intervention, particularly on a 
ground level, is likely to provide fur-
ther impetus for perpetuating such 
tensions, the philosophical basis on 
which the western world conducts 
its diplomacy should not be forsaken 
out of ease or fear.

The West, and in particular the 
United States, should therefore be 

pro-active in forging the conditions 
to which Syrian society can not only 

resolve  violence, but also witness 
the political change so many have 

died for. 
In this case, the west should be 

more strategic in it’s non-military 
attacks; As Michael Ignatieff wrote 
in the Financial Times earlier this 
year, a comprehensive ‘quarantine’ 
of Syria by the international com-
munity would reduce Assad to a 
perennial outsider on the global 
stage. 

Furthermore, sanctions on 
commerce that hit the Syrian elite, 
oddly aloof to the conflict, would 
also be substantial in weakening the 
societal foundations Assad depends 

on. Finally, however, is that if inter-
vention does take place, it must do 
so in a way that is removed of politi-
cal posturing; in this case, the West 
should not be afraid to work with 
the Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Turkey as 
well as the recently established key 
player, Mr. Mursi of Egypt. 

Through a proactive engage-
ment in multilateral diplomacy 
within the region, the Western 
world will have the capabilities not 
only help to remove the neo-imperi-
alist stigma of the past, but they may 
also find success in moulding a new 
model of humanitarian interven-
tion removed of romantic politics. 
To establish an established peace in 
Syria, our age must fundamentally 
rethink its conceptualisations of in-
tervention in international affairs.  

While  maintaining the ami-
able goals of securing individual 
rights and security, the west should 
also consider reconstructing the 
means to secure these aims through 
more non-militaristic approaches, 
through means of targeted sanctions 
and diplomatic negotiation.Further, 
they should also be more open to 
working with key players within the 
region to ensure that these princi-
ples are placed at the forefront of 
humanitarian ambitions.  In this 
way, ‘intervention’ can therefore be 
redesigned as a means  to assert hu-
manitarian aims reached through 
diplomatic consensus. 

Ultimately, this approach is the 
most likely to curb a prospective 
surge in civil violence once Assad’s 
palace collapses, but it would also 
do well in repairing relations be-
tween the West and the Arab world.

Doing something different in Syria would prove to the rest of the world that the West is changing its attitude
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I
t’s that time of year again when 
focus on degrees crumble to be 
replaced by the unavoidable, yet 

incessant chore of career choices. 
Be it for insight days, spring weeks, 
internships or graduate jobs, the 
dreaded online application form 
represents a foreboding challenge 
that mustn’t be undertaken lightly. 
Here are a few tips and hints to help 
you stay ahead of the competition:

1.) Commercial Awareness: 
Be it on the initial application form 
or the pre-interview, you must re-
search your employer, as well as 
the role you are applying for. Delve 
further than just the blurb on their 
Wikipedia page, don’t be afraid to 
include specific details of schemes/
programmes that interest you – this 
will help you stand out from the 
other applicants.

2.) Practise aptitude tests:
 This cannot be stressed enough, as 
most graduate employers use nu-
merical reasoning tests to sift out 
candidates at an early stage. This 
tends to be done even before the 
form is looked at; leaving many 
candidates frustrated having spent 
hours providing faultless answers 
on their applications, only to be un-
prepared in taking the tests.

3.) Apply broadly: 
It is unwise to pick and apply to 
only one company that interests 
you. The graduate job market is 
extraordinarily competitive; apply 
for as many firms in your desired 
industry as you physically can. Even 
if you don’t get the job/placement 
at your preferred company, any rel-
evant opportunity will provide you 

with invaluable experience that will 
increase your employability, and ul-
timately further your career.

4.) Don’t lie: 
A fundamental distinction exists 
between stretching the truth and 
outright lying. Although you may 
be able to get away with overstating 
your responsibilities in a part-time 
job or a role in a committee, there 
exists a boundary that should not be 
crossed. 
Making up any fact; from GCSE 
grades to nonexistent work expe-
rience, is not advisable. If you are 
caught (and there’s a high chance of 
it), your application will be rejected 
instantaneously, no matter what 

stage of the process you are in.

5.) Start early: 
The vast majority of graduate/un-
dergraduate schemes work on a 
‘first come first serve’ basis. Once 
these companies have filled their 
quotas you will not be able to apply, 
even if this falls well within the of-
ficial deadline. Therefore, it is ab-
solutely essential that you start all 
applications at the earliest possible 
opportunity, in order to ensure you 
have the highest chance of success.

6.) Note to freshers: 
Try and get involved in as many ex-
tra-curricular activities as you can 
while the workload is easier.  You 

may not have time in your second/
third year, and they provide perfect 
opportunities to further your em-
ployability skills which will prove 
invaluable on any CV or application 
form.

Internships Count:

At the recent Ernst & Young Live 
event hosted in York, representa-
tives of the firm emphasised that 
90% of interns were subsequently 
offered a graduate job upon com-
pletion of their degree. This statistic  
highlights the crucial importance 
that employers place on internships 
and work experience in the current 
market.  
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Can Carney 
Cope? 

Christmas come early

L
ast weekend, my flat spent 
hours in hard work carefully 
planning, preparing and por-

ing over a tedious project: making 
our kitchen window look as gaudy, 
cheesy and utterly sickeningly fes-
tive as any good shop window at this 
time of year. 

However, in the true spirit of 
Christmas, when other flats showed 
their festive cheer by also putting 
up decorations, I got competitive 
and bought tinsel, lights and long-
lasting batteries.

Now, aside from questioning 
my dubious motives and alterna-
tive take on ‘Christmas spirit’, it’s 
probably also worth pointing out 
to me that it is in fact November, 
and it was a month away from the 
day itself when I went shopping for 
Christmas decorations. 

This raises the question, isn’t 
November too early to be thinking 
about Christmas decorations?

Supermarkets are widely criti-
cised for putting up Christmas 
stock even before Halloween, and 

the unmistakable lack of decora-
tions across the University suggest 
a common feeling that November 
and Christmas are incompatible. 
Advent Calendars start on 1st De-
cember, not the penultimate week 
of November, Christmas schedul-
ing on the telly starts even later on 
the weekend before, and even then, 
they’ll be up for a few days only - a 
few mid-December days. 

However, there is a reason be-
yond my sometimes worrying com-
petitive streak that I went Christ-
mas shopping in November. 

It is hard to feel ‘Christmassy’ 
this far from, well, Christmas, and 
there’s little interest in buying any-
thing Christmas related, including 
decorations, even when bombarded 
by early advertising by businesses. 

However, as the advent count-
down goes on, everyone feels a little 
bit more like it’s Christmas, and so 
Christmas buying jumps in mid-
December. 

The Centre for Retail Research 
reports that sales “jump by an av-
erage of 60% to an annual peak in 
December”, and that this year, sales 
of decorations are expected to rise 
by 26% to an average of £24.94 per 
household compared to last year. 
Think of Oxford Street stampedes, 
the longer opening hours and the 
impossibility of shopping on Christ-
mas Eve.

Economists like to say ‘choice’, 
and not just because it’s a strangely 
satisfying word to say, but it’s use-
ful. Not many feel too thrilled about 
choosing between Christmas deco-
rations – especially when some re-

mind us of home – but more choice 
means a greater range of prices.

 However, as I write, John 
Lewis is reporting a record £100m 
weekly turnover, with sales in the 
final week in November growing 
11pc yearly according to the Tele-
graph this week. I am aware though 
that this edition will go to print as 

December starts, and if this is too 
late, I can only offer my apologies 
and maybe some spare baubles. 
If it’s any consolation though, it is 
nearer to Christmas, and I’ll have 
been knowing that for all my cheap 
Christmas lights, the lights of true 
Christmas are just too far away. 

You can bet that I’ll still be 
stockpiling earlier next year though.

Joshkun Bagdatlioglu 

Alastair Ellerington
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Following Mark Carney’s recent ap-
pointment as governor of the Bank 
of England, optimism is high re-
garding his future of Britain’s econ-
omy. 

Surprisingly, the labour opposi-
tion has not expressed any opposing 
view to the government’s appoint-
ment of Carney, suggesting that 
both parties share a common eco-
nomic perspective. 

This consensus sends a con-
fident message to future investors 
that Britain will still remain a “safe 
haven” in years to come.

Politically however, Labour 
may well end up missing an oppor-
tunity. Although Carney is credited 
with guiding Canada through the 
financial crisis of 2008 relatively 
unscathed, it is worth noting the 
structural distinctions between the 
British and Canadian economy.

 Britain relies far more on the 
financial services sector, whereas 
Canada’s economy is fuelled by a 
demand for their natural resources 
(something Carney can hardly take 
credit for). 

Canada also survived the global 
crisis due to the existence of strin-
gent financial regulation, brought 
about by the disastrous financial 
crisis of the 1990s. It must be not-
ed however, that this action was 
prompted by the Federal Govern-
ment, and not Carney.

Some may argue that Carney 
could end up experiencing a cultur-
al shock when he returns to Britain, 
given the evolution of the financial 
industry since he last worked here. 

Saying that, Carney has vast 
experience in dealing with interna-
tional markets, as seen when he led 
the G20 Financial Stability Board. 

The FSB was able to shock the 
world into implementing global 
standards within the financial in-
dustry, and the coalition govern-
ment are confident that he can do 
the same in transforming the for-
tunes of Britain’s ailing economy. 

Let us hope that this uncom-
mon man can shape Britain’s finan-
cial system into reform, and that 
his reputation has not merely been 
built by good fortunes within Cana-
da’s economy. 

After all he managed to con-
vince the interview panel he can, 
the first foreigner to attain this role 
in its 318-year history.

”
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Taking time out from your degree work to put together a strong application can reap benefits for years to come

TEN@OL



Alcohol has been a well-loved but 
problematic part of British life for 
centuries. 

In the Government’s latest 
efforts to tackle England’s long-
standing and complex relationship 
with booze, Ministers have un-
veiled plans for minimum alcohol 
prices in England and Wales, which 
could spell the end for cheap high-
strength alcohol as well as a ban on 
multi-buy offers in supermarkets 
and off-licences.

 Ministers believe the proposed 
45p minimum price for a unit of 
alcohol will reduce total consump-
tion by 3.3% and cut the number 

of crimes by 5,000 and hospital ad-
missions by 24,000 each year, with 
700 fewer alcohol-linked deaths an-
nually.  

Marketing ploys are rarely used 
in isolation, but as part of an inte-
grated mix, which includes conven-
tional advertising and is carefully 
designed to meet the needs of par-
ticular consumer groups. 

Alcohol marketing in recent 
years has greatly increased in com-
plexity and innovation. Marketing 
in conventional media remains sig-
nificant with increasing expenditure 
on alcohol advertising. Disentan-
gling and distinguishing the rela-
tionship between alcohol advertis-
ing and consumption is difficult. 
Complex and powerful dynamics 
exist and vested interests cloud the 
debate. 

There might not be evidence 
that it actually works by any strong 
form of persuasion or manipulation. 
This view is subject to immense de-
bate, if it were true; why is it the big 
supermarkets and most organisa-
tions invest heavily in advertising 
campaigns? 

More accurate findings could 
only be obtained if the industry re-
leased comprehensive data on their 
advertising and promotional ac-
tivities.  Savings on health could be 
worth over £400 million annually 
and the reduction in crime saving 
nearly £13 million. Supermarkets 
selling cut-price alcohol are set to 
drive other retailers such as com-
munity pubs out of business.

Ed Miliband, Labour leader,  
voiced his support for community 
pubs. He said we must be dismayed 
by the undermining of the smaller 
businesses with cut price alcohol 
from supermarkets. 

It can be argued that competi-
tion is good for the consumer, as it 
drives down prices and allows for 
more choice, but should this be at 
the expense of another sector of the 
industry?

Apple: The Road Ahead
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T
he ferocious money-wheel 
that Apple possesses refuses 
to stop, though perhaps some 

oiling is in order. 
Having just posted yearly prof-

its of $41.7bn, it would be easy for 
Tim Cook, the Apple CEO to rest on 
his laurels. To give some perspec-
tive of just how large that figure is, 
if you were to combine the profits 
of Microsoft, Google and Facebook 
together, you would still fall consid-
erably short. 

Currently, Apple continues to 
dominate in nearly every product 
category it has entered, and there 
appears to be no emergence of a se-
rious industry rival. It may be sur-
prising for some to hear then, that 
Apple is shuffling a little uncom-
fortably on its (sleek, aluminum-
backed) throne.

In October, Apple gave the 
boot to Scott Forstall, their senior 
VP of iOS, Apple’s mobile operating 
system. 

It is widely accepted within the 
technology industry that the core 
reason behind this was his figure-
head role in the failure that is Apple 
Maps, which was touted as one of 

W
ith the recent rise in the 
numbers and influence of 
High Street coffee shops 

and franchises, smaller independ-
ent coffee shops are having to adapt 
and diversify themselves in order to 
survive.

    Nouse speaks to Bison Coffee, 
one of York’s most well known Inde-
pendent coffee shops, and finds out 
how they are dealing with the pres-
sures from the multinational coffee 
brands and what they intend to do 
in the future in order to ensure lon-
gevity in their business. 

Branded coffee shops have in-
creased 7 fold over the past 13 years, 
showcasing a shift in the consumers’ 
tastes. 

Currently, Costa Coffee are the 
leading brand in the market, with 
1,342 stores in the UK and 40.4% 
of the market share, providing stiff 
competition to the likes of Bison. 

Costa Coffee now has many 
of its coffee shops built into other 
stores, pubs and cafes, including 
University of York’s Library Café 
and The Lounge.

    Bison Coffee House, founded 
by Gavin Burke, lies between the 
campus and (York city) Town centre 
on Heslington Road. When asked 
how Bison differs from big coffee 
brands, Burke remarks that Bison 
“provides a service that is standard 
in any other country”, yet is hard to 
find in the UK.

 Bison pride themselves on de-
livering high quality coffee, vintage 
goods and furnishings along with 
holding various events and live mu-
sic- most recently they hosted an al-
ternative radio show and drafted in 
a guest chef from a local restaurant 
to serve brunch. 

This is unlike coffee chains, 
where there is no real feel of com-
munity and a culture of coffee, made 

Satnam Shergill
BUSINESS REPORT-

fast to take away.
The former Newcastle Univer-

sity student comments that he is 
able to deal with the pressure from 
the coffee franchises, “luckily be-
cause we have a different feel about 
the place, you can buy everything, it 
feels more relaxed.” 

“I’m more friendly with people, 
it’s a community” Burke also men-
tions that there is almost a small 
community spirit amongst the 

smaller coffee houses, where they 
try not to cannibalize each other’s 
trade “because it would be detri-
mental”. 

In theory, shops like Bison 
should struggle to survive among 
the global companies such as Star-
bucks, who have billions of dollars 
of turnover annually, have large de-
partments for each section of their 
business and benefit from large 
economies of scale. 

Despite all this and the poor 
economy, Bison have continued to 
be successful and show no sign of 
slowing down.

   Along with this, Gavin has 
mentioned his desire to diversify by 
creating a late night coffee shop, an 
evening venue and possible opening 
a hostel. 

All of this can only help Bison 
and other coffee shops successfully 
compete against the large chains.

the primary selling features of their 
flagship iPhone 5. 

Look back another year, and 
Siri stands out for the wrong rea-
sons. After all, having to put on 
an American accent whilst talking 
to your phone loses its novelty for 

those blessed with the gift of any-
thing else to do. 

On the face of things, it may 
seem like Apple has run out of ideas. 
This is not strictly true, and I should 
point out that most of those who I 
know that possess Apple products 

Bison Coffee: David and Goliath 

Stefan See 

Branded coffee shops have increased 7 fold after the past 13 years showcasing a shift in consumers’ tastew

continue to be infatuated (even my-
self, sometimes). What is true, how-
ever, is that Apple is becoming stale. 
A typical monopolist, not wanting to 
meddle too much with the formula 
which stuffed their wallets to begin 
with.

Cook has found himself leading 
the world’s most valuable company 
at a precarious junction, and it is his 
job now to put Apple onto the path 
towards greater success. 

So, what does the future hold? 
Rumours are that Apple will enter 
the home television industry in the 
not too-distant future, and this is 
exactly what needs to happen. 

Apple needs to continue to 
reinvent industries like they have 
done in the bygone era (yes, tablet 
computers really did exist before the 
iPad) through combining phenom-
enal design with intuitive software.

 That is the Apple that people 
want, and not the tiresome industry 
Goliath which releases out mildly 
refreshed products on a regular ba-
sis. 

For those that don’t agree, well, 
enjoy your ‘magical’ iPhone 5S next 
year.

TIZIANO CAVIGLIA



Mexico’s economic woes seem to be 
behind them with the recent figures 
being released showing that the 
Mexican economy is one of the fast-
est growing in the world. 

In 2008, shortly after the fi-
nancial crisis, the American news 
source, FORBES forecasted a “Mex-
ican Meltdown”, they, along with 
other doubters, are seemingly being 
proved wrong.

    Although Mexico was hit hard 
by the financial crisis, their revival 
and subsequent drive forward made 
them stronger than ever as they 
posted consecutive growth in GDP 
for the past two years, 3.9% and 
5.5% respectively.

Mexico, the third largest coun-
try in Latin America, currently ac-
counts for 12.3% of the US’s imports 
and is predicted to overtake China 
in 2018 as they benefit from China’s 
rising wages. Chinas work force 
have been demanding a slice of the 
countries wealth, as a result of this 
companies like FoxConn, who as-
semble Apple iPads in China, an-
nounced a 16%-25% rise in wages in 
March this year. 

This is a visible display of the 
consistent pressures for wage hikes 
in China. This places pressure upon 
other Asian economies such as 
Thailand and Malaysia who have 
both recently implemented mini-
mum wage structures.

   Oil prices increasing four fold 
in the past decade has encouraged 
economies to collaborate with mar-
kets closer to their borders/waters; 
in this sense Mexico has benefitted 
the most as it borders with larg-
est economy in the world. Imports 
from China sometimes take up to 
3 months grouped with high trans-
portation costs; Mexico on the other 
hand can transport goods within a 
matter of days with lower transpor-
tation costs. 

Net migrations between the two 
countries is zero, suggesting that 
Mexicans no longer feel the need to 
pour into the US as the tide is chang-
ing in Mexico as there are more job 
opportunities with firms like VW 
and Wal-Mart, better health ser-
vices with the improved “Universal 
Health Care” and a falling crime in 
some places.

    Mexico is also dealing well 
with the competition from its closest 
competitor in Latin America, Brazil. 
According to the Economist, Mex-
ico  grew faster than Brazil. Other 
impressive figures coming out of 
Mexico are that it is the worlds 4th 
largest manufacturer of cars, behind 
manufacturing heavyweights Ger-
many, Japan and South Korea (who 
it is forecasted to overtake).

    Despite this it still has serious 
social issues including its drug car-
tels war on the government, which 
has claimed hundreds of lives, be-
ing home to murder capital of the 
world (Ciudad Juarez) and the ever 
present poverty. The governments 
stance and future action regard-
ing its countries violence and drugs 
could prove to be crucial in Mexico’s 
quest to become one of the worlds 
leading economies.
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‘Entrepreneurs create jobs’
Founder of the York Entrepreneur Society George Hudson speaks to Tom Williams about a road 

less taken

Made in 
Mexico 

A Catalyst to Success

Many students in their final 
year will be anxious for their fu-
ture, for some the combination of 
a strong degree mark and host of 
extra curricular activities will be 
enough to secure successful em-
ployment, others will take the route 
of future education. George Hudson 
describes the trials of a third option, 
starting your own business.

Hudson, a former music stu-
dent from Vanbrugh, found a pas-
sion for entrepreneurship early on 
and set up the York Entrepreneur 
Society after realising that other 
students were also ‘interested in 
starting up their own businesses’.

His first business venture, The 
York Proms, was an ambitious plan 
to put on a ‘popular live music event 
with 3 stages, over 400 musicians 
to an audience of 2500’.  Hudson 
remarked that in planning for the 
concert he got very used to the an-
swer ‘No, It’s too over the top’, but 
by the week of the event 100 volun-
teers were signed up, and had com-
pleted a successful dress rehearsal 
the night before.

However, despite overcoming 
problems in preparation for the 
event, an unpredictable turn of the 
weather turned potential profit into 
disaster. ‘Unfortunately weather 
was not on our side and a spell of 
Yorkshire flooding cancelled the 
event two hours before the gates 
were due to open’.

The flood caught the organis-
ers off guard, who had not taken in-
surance out on an unexpected mid 

summer flood. Hudson described 
the venture as an ’expensive ordeal’ 
though assured that it was an ‘in-
credible learning experience, trying 
to put on a concert of that scale.’

Putting bad experiences behind 
him he was quick to join the 3.3% 
of self-employed graduates with a 
new venture. GHspace is a “com-
mercial property for creative and 
new-media companies”. He created 
the space as a venue, which would 
‘run events’ and conduct ‘entrepre-
neurial experiments and connect 
lots of successful entrepreneurs’.

While many students find com-
fort in steady working hours and 
the security of a wage, he notes that 
he started the business because he 
would make a ‘terrible employee’ as 
he likes ‘sporadically working some 
nights all the way through and some 
days not starting till lunch time’.

On reflection Hudson high-
lights the harder parts of being self-
employed saying ‘you cannot take a 
day off ever. It’s very hard to switch 
off because you are ultimately re-
sponsible for your customers ex-
perience and your employees pay 
check’, though in his eyes these are 
necessary burdens and he main-
tains that ‘you can basically create 
your dream job.’

His advice for future graduates 
of York comes from his own mentor 
US economist, Carl Schramm, who 
told him that “Entrepreneurs create 
jobs”. He points out that ‘Running 
your own business is not for every-
one because it really is full-time, but 
if it’s something you want to do then 
do it, because ultimately it’s entre-
preneurs that create all jobs.’ 

He says that decisions he regre 
ted in the past often led him to a 

‘different path that in the end is ac-
tually a lot better than the one you 
have planned.’ 

At a time when job prospects 
are bleaker than they have been pre-
viously, Hudson has paved the way 
for a different approach to a career.

Hudson emphasises the im-
portance of having a mentor, saying 
he was fortunate enough ‘to have a 
mentor at School, at Uni and in my 
post uni teaching positions’, which 
continue to be his ‘support network’. 
He credits the careers department 
for exposing him to the many non 
academic opportunities at York that 
allowed him to meet like minded 
people and fuelled his ambition for 
entrepreneurship.

It’s Hudsons blend of strong 
ambition, clear vision and ability to 
learn from past mistakes that stu-
dents at York can learn from.

Satnam Shergill 

Apple, Microsoft, Facebook 
are names that have become an in-
separable part of today’s life.  Suc-
cess is one key word that associates 
all these companies. “What is suc-
cess, and how is it measured?” is 
a question we hear way too often. 
Therefore, this article would take a 
slightly different approach, focusing 
on another word that has become 
immensely popular – entrepreneur-
ship.

Indeed, everyone in the busi-
ness world hears this word at least 
a dozen times daily. When the name 
Steve Jobs is mentioned, people im-
mediately think of it as a great ex-
ample for the word entrepreneur. 

The definitions of the word 
could vary, however the essence is 
one and the same – a person who 
takes risk in the hope of making 
profit. The stories of people such 
as Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg 
inspire a lot of young minds to take 
the leap of faith and start their own 
business. 

Moreover, the acceptance of 

failure, someting less talked about 
in Europe has become synonymous  
with success in Silicon Valley firms. 
With the message being, ‘don’t let 
the fear of failing stop you, but think 
carefully before investing a lot of re-
sources.’

Having a brilliant idea about 
something absolutely new is not al-
ways mandatory. People shouldn’t 
be discouraged to look forward into 

starting their own business if they 
don’t have a particular innovative 
design in mind. 

Although having an idea is 
great, sometimes one has to spend 
time working in a particular busi-
ness environment, just selling ser-
vices which are by no way new, in 
order to find what people actually 
demand and would buy. Not hav-
ing even the slightest notion of what 

you would like to do should not put 
you off of following into the steps of 
entrepreneurship.

Having customers who would 
actually buy your product is just as 
important as having an idea. Even if 
you come up with the most ground-
breaking (in your own mind) prod-
uct, your business might fail due 
to little or no demand for the said 
product. 

 People often neglect the fact 
that the University of York has its 
very own entrepreneurs, some of 
which have become incredibly suc-
cessful.  The university has tried to 
promote entpreneurship  by allocat-
ing work spaces in the Catalyst and 
the Ron Cook Hub on Heslington 
East. 

It also offers multiple sources of 
funding through the careers depart-
ment to kickstart a venture.

It’s rare approach to support-
ing entrepreneurship has created a 
more competent business culture. 
With these in place, the next Zuck-
erburg may well come from York.

You can 

basically  cre-

ate your  dream 

“
”
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There is much controversy sur-
rounding the use of unmanned aer-
ial vehicles (UAVs). Their presence 
however is becoming increasingly 
eminent in modern society.

A recent report published by 
the UK’s Aerospace, Aviation and 
Defence Knowledge Transfer Net-
work (AAD KTN) suggests that 
UAV applications could be worth in 
the region of £260bn.

 Needless to say, the govern-
ment is looking to capitalise on this 
potential, and so the UK’s policy on 
UAVs is to come under review.

Generally speaking, when peo-
ple think of UAVs, their first thought 
tends to be of military use; this 
of course is what leads to much of 
the controversy surrounding UAVs. 
Nevertheless, their use as a military 
tool is indisputable; back in June, 
Abu Yahya al-Libi, described as al-
Qaeda’s number two, was killed by a 
U.S. UAV strike. 

The ethics involved with un-
manned drones in warfare have 
long been debated, though James 
Arbuthnot, the Conservative chair-
man of the Defence Select Com-
mittee, argues that “an unmanned 
aerial vehicle is the same as any 
other platform that fires weapons,” 
saying “the issues that are concern-
ing people are the distance between 
the person who is controlling the 
platform and the death that results 
from it.”  

Unmanned drones do, however, 
have many uses outside of the mili-
tary, as they may be used for search 
and rescue operations, wildlife mon-
itoring and fire fighting, amongst a 
host of other possibilities. 

In applications such as these, 
the advantages of UAVs are clear 
to see; pilots  in search and rescue 
operations are often required to fly 
into potentially hazardous situa-
tions, endangering the lives of both 
pilot and crew. The introduction of 
UAVs could eliminate this danger. 

One common argument against 

the use of drones for such purposes, 
is the loss of jobs. This however, is 
not necessarily a valid argument, 
as pilots would still be required to 
manually control the aircraft from 
the ground, in addition, their wide-

spread introduction into civilian ap-
plications would undoubtedly cre-
ate new jobs for data analysts as well 
as those in the manufacturing and 
software development industries.

Indeed, each will be loaded 

with a combination of Hellfire mis-
siles and laser guided bombs. Obvi-
ously, weaponry of this power must 
be used as accurately as possible; to 
facilitate this, each drone is also fit-
ted with: radar, infra-red imaging, 
targeting lasers and TV cameras.

 Drones designed for uses out-
side the military, such a scientific 
research, may instead be fitted with 
biological and chemical sensors. 
This enables the chemical analysis 
of the air, as well as the detection of 
airborne micro-organisms, such as 
viruses.

The UK government may have 
some difficult decisions to make, 
at present the UK has 335 UAVs in 
active service. While drones repre-
sent a very effective weapon, pub-
lic opinion still seems to be against 
their widespread use. 

Their advantages outside of 
the military, however, are hard to 
ignore. Controversial though they 
may be, UAVs look set to become an 
increasingly common sight in our 
day to day lives.

Drones: A controversial growth market
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3D Printing Shop
The Concept: 
Creating items in low-cost printers

Progress: The science is there but 3D 
printers are still extremely expensive.

Need a new bike lock? Print it up. 
That's the reality of the future. In-
stead of fabricating in a factory 
and shipping the item wherever it's 
needed, 3D printers are expected 
to produce everything from archi-
tectural models to mugs to phone 
chargers."It hasn't happened at a 
physical shop’ said Jackie Fenn, an 
analyst at Gartner, but "It's already 
happening at service bureaus”.

Asteroid Mining
The Concept: Sourcing Resources 
from Space

Progress: The techology is there, the 
funds is waiting.

Resources on Earth are becoming 
more as scarce, the value of rare 
metals and minerals may someday 
legitimise asteroid mining, espe-
cially when you consider that deep 
sea drilling requires investments of 
billions of dollars. "It's an area of 
personal passion," says Peter Dia-
mandis, commercial space pioneer 
and founder of the X PRIZE Foun-
dation.
 "If you realize that everything we 
hold of value on earth is in near-in-
finite quantities in space, you real-
ize there will be vast wealth created 
on the space frontier." resources." 
Debate has started as to who owns 
these resources, with some pioneer-
ing the idea that they should belong 
to those first on the scene- much like 
it is here on Earth.

Body Part Maker
The Concept: Use degrading poly-
mers and stem cells to create tissue

Progress: Testing Viability, awaiting 
clinical trials from market

In the near future growing skin or 
tendon or muscles will be profit-
able business, the possibilities are 
staggering. For instance, American 
company Soft Tissue Regeneration 
is working to heal tears without tak-
ing tendons from other parts of the 
body to surgically repair it. 

The company uses a degrading pol-
ymer placed where a tear occurred 
and lets stem cells in the blood do 
the healing. "We use a device that 
looks like a high-tech shoelace," says 

Joseph Reilly, president and chief 
executive of Soft Tissue Regenera-
tion. "It's braided. 

It looks like about a 5-inch shoelace 
from your sneaker made from very 
small fibers, like smaller than a hu-
man hair. After about 12 months it 
absorbs into the body."

Though years from market the ex-
citing prospect is being tested by 
numerous companies and could one 
day rival drug and insurance com-
panies that currently dominate the 
health market. 

The potential for such a company 
presents substantial hope for peo-
ple that have serious injury and has 
the possibility of illiminating some 
birth defects that exist today.

ISLAND LIFE. DEE-GEE

STARFEEDER



I
N AN ever more unpredict-
able world, the need for a reli-
able source of food is a problem 

faced by millions. India, a country 
where rice is the staple food for 
more than a billion people, is a 
striking example of a nation under 
threat. Research, in part carried 
out by a team at the Centre of Novel 
Agricultural Products (CNAP) and 
York Environmental sustainability 
Institute (YESI)  is seeking to com-
bat this.

When imagining the typical 
Indian diet, it is unusual for rice 
not to enter the picture. The cereal 
is as ubiquitous as wheat is in the 
UK. Yet with 45 per cent of Indian 
rice being dependent on rainfall 
alone, the impact of a changing 
environment is an overwhelming 
one. This is especially true for the 
millions surviving on subsistence 
farming, where a flood or drought 
may mean the loss of a considerable 
amount of food.

It is this problem which the 
four year project aims to tackle. By 

combining the efforts of research-
ers across the globe, it is hoped that 
a strain of rice which can produce 
consistent yields in an inconsistent 
world can be created.

The work has three main com-
ponents.

Firstly, in the labs, research-

ers from the University of York and 
Cornell University in the USA will 
be determining the genetic and 
molecular underpinnings of stable 
crop yield in ancient strains of rice.

It is believed that a full un-
derstanding of this will be vital to 
breeding the best variants possible, 

with this information being relayed 
to researchers in India.

Secondly in India, researchers 
from the Central Rice Research In-
stitute will be working in the fields 
to conduct trials with a number of 
commercial varieties of rice. Each 
of these varieties carries different 

segments of DNA which potential-
ly impact drought resistance.

The data acquired will then be 
sent to the York and Cornell teams 
to produce a full understanding of 
the best variants to breed together.

Finally in York, the team will 
also be considering the social and 
economic factors which may pre-
vent the widespread use of any 
new variants, whilst modelling the 
impacts that the new varieties will 
have in light of climate change. 
Professor Ian Graham, Director of 
CNAP, notes: “It’s important for us 
to get those varieties out to poorer 
subsistence farmers. My vision is 
that we are not just doing work that 
will feed people but work that will 
also make them better off and lift 
them out of poverty.”

But it is far too easy to fo-
cus only on the end results of this 
project; what is also being dem-
onstrated is the teamwork neces-
sary for tackling global issues. As 
Professor Sue Hartley, Director of 
YESI, states: “This sort of collabo-
rative inter-disciplinary approach 
is what we need to address key 
challenges”.

Science 

www.ey.com/uk/careers
Tuesday 4 December 2012NOUSE: THE UNIVERSITY OF YORK STUDENT NEWSPAPER                         www.nouse.co.uk

science@nouse.co.uk

26

www.nouse.co.uk/science

Top Five:
Unfortunate 

Science

Early refrigerators used to run on 
chemicals such as ammonia, pro-
pane and sulphur dioxide, which 
are flammable and toxic if leaked. 
Thus, Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 
were developed as a safe alterna-
tive.  

Thomas Midgley first produced 
the compound whilst working  for 
General Motors where he also de-
veloped lead fuel additives. Midgley 
was awarded several accolades for 
his work before his untimely death 

in 1944.
 Midgley died decades before 

it became known that his second 
great discovery was breaking down 
in the upper atmosphere leading 
to the  depletion of the ozone layer 
around the planet. 

The ozone layer absorbs Ultra-
Violet B rays and with the ozone 
hole over Antarctica, there is worry 
over an increase in skin cancer vic-
tims and damage to bottom-of-the-
food-chain organisms.

In the 1950s, thalidomide, the drug 
was developed as a sleeping pill and 
sedative, but was also found to re-
duce morning sickness in pregnant 
women. 

It was taken by thousands dur-
ing the 50s and 60s until it was dis-
covered as the cause of birth defects 
in over 10,000 babies. It was with-
drawn from the market quickly af-
ter and has resulted in the pharma-
ceutical industry having to put their 
therapies through rigorous testing 
before they marketing them.

Matt Ravenhalll

SCIENCE REPORTER

York CNAP in joint global DNA study 

Ancient strains of rice have their their DNA sequenced and studied in order to discover useful attributes 

MICAHB37

Sara Farish has a look at 
some of the less fortunate 
consequences of scientific 

discoveries.

CFCs

Thalidomide 

Are humans evolving to be less intelligent?

A
re humans evolving to be 
less intelligent? If an An-
cient Greek were to appear 

among us, he would be one of the 
brightest and sharpest people in 
the room. This is what a controver-
sial new study in the last few weeks 
is claiming; that humans are evolv-
ing to become less intelligent. 

The findings even go so far as 
to claim that we reached our intel-
lectual peak as long ago as 2000BC. 
How is this possible you might ask? 
Shouldn’t evolution be causing us 
to improve as a species?

The answer that Gerald Crab-
tree, a Developmental Biologist 
at Stanford University proposes, 
is that in today’s society the selec-
tion pressures are far less severe. 
Thousands of years ago, if man 
was unable to provide for himself, 
build shelter, or divine the solution 

to a problem, he would die. Today, 
with the birth of agriculture, cit-
ies and modern civilisation, mis-
takes can be compensated for. This 
means that the mutations in our 
DNA which Crabtree claims could 
be hampering our intelligence, are 
not being weeded out. Humans no 
longer need to take on the role of 
the hunter-gatherer.  

Conversely, there are recent 
publications, such as Are We Get-
ting Smarter? by James R. Flynn, 
which have other ideas. Flynn 
claims be able to prove humans 
have been increasing in intelligence 
during recent generations using the 
IQ test as a tool. Scores continue to 
rise as time passes, however reasons 
for this could include better access 
to education and nourishment that 
our ancestors didn’t have.

Furthermore, the different 
challenges and complexities of the 
modern world could be argued to 
better prepare our brains for this 

particular type of test. 
Obviously, there are reasons 

other than survival that evolution 
may have caused intelligence to 
increase. Intellect can be a prefer-

able characteristic when it comes 
to mating and in benefiting and be-
longing to a group. 

It must be observed however, 
that in today’s society, intellect is no 

longer necessarily the main criteria 
for a human to be ahead in either of 
these scenarios. When it comes to 
sexual selection for example, physi-
cal attractiveness or wealth can of-
ten, be a more desirable character-
istic in a potential mate. 

In all of this, it cannot be ig-
nored that society, and the tech-
nology we use today is enormously 
more complex than what our ances-
tors had to face. The world is con-
stantly advancing, and dealing with 
this is a problem that brains nowa-
days must deal with. It could be 
hard to believe anyone would think 
our minds had become lazy when 
one considers what an immensely 
complicated age we now live in.

So are humans becoming more 
or less intelligent? With all of these 
theories flying around, we don’t 
seem to know the answer to that 
question. Perhaps if the Ancient 
Greeks were here, they would have 
cracked it.

Sarah Pryor

SCIENCE REPORTER

STEPHEN_BOLEN
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S
cience is moving ever closer to 
being at the heart of plans for 
the British economy, if George 

Osborne’s first speech about the 
field is anything to go by.  

Speaking at The Royal Society 
on Friday the 9th of November, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
challenged the scientific commu-
nity to make Britain a world leader 
in eight areas of scientific research.  
He pledged the government’s back-
ing to achieve this, but it remains 
unclear how much of this support 
will be financial.

His speech was peppered with 
many examples of British scientific 
endeavours from these eight focus 
areas. An example was taken from 
a Bristol lab where a self-sustaining 
robot that converts the biomatter of 
dead flies to electricity to power it-
self, is currently being created. 

He pointed out the positive 
government initiatives for science.  
Yet, the only new announcement 
in the speech was the govern-
ment’s commitment of an average 
of £240 million annually for the 
next 5 years to the European space 
agency for scientific and industrial 
programmes. Other government 
incentives he mentioned included 
the ring-fenced cash budget of £4.6 
billion for science and tax cuts and 
credits for business that conduct 
research and development.  They 
are also introducing a tax discount 
for patents. He was careful to high-

light the spending of the research 
councils throughout, without going 
into details.

However, this speech seems to 
be but a sticking plaster over previ-
ous criticisms that the funding for 
science pledged by the coalition is 
far lower than that seen in coun-

tries we compete with for scientific 
business such as Germany, Sweden 
and South Korea. Many worry that 
we will not be able to advance suf-
ficiently to be a world leader when 
so many counties have much better 
science budgets, facilities and Gov-
ernment support.

Furthermore, the much cele-
brated ring-fenced budget does not 
account for inflation.  According 

to BBC news, Imran Khan, the di-
rector of the Campaign for Science 
and Engineering (CASE), has high-
lighted that the ring fence budget 
neglects the 41% cut to capital ex-
penditure made in the previous 
year.  Capital expenditure accounts 
for money needed to maintain labs 

and facilities, not the day to day 
running costs.  41% equates to a cut 
of around £1.7bn. 

Mr. Osborne has also been ac-
cused of picking winners by select-
ing only eight areas. Some worry 
that by only championing selected 
fields, the pool of general science 
and knowledge will be greatly re-
duced. If this reduction was sig-
nificant, it could endanger the 

generation of new technologies and 
advances not yet even dreamed of.  
However, the areas he highlighted 
are broad enough that it is unlike-
ly scientific inquiry will be stifled 
drastically.

Crucially, throughout his 
speech, the Chancellor came across 
as well-informed and appreciative 
of the importance of science and its 
role in society.  The scientific com-
munity should find great comfort 
in this.  

We have a Chancellor who 
seems to understand and respect 
the scientific community and who 
has clearly listened to the research 
councils.  The phrase “intellectual 
inquiry is worthwhile in itself ” even 
passes his lips during his lecture, 
which will be music to the ears of 
many science enthusiasts across the 
country.

Words indicating understand-
ing are all well and good, but with-
out the money to back science in 
Britain we will fall behind.  This 
must not be allowed to happen.  
Paul Nurse, president of The Royal 
Society and host of the speech, jok-
ingly reminded the Chancellor not 
to “forget to put your money where 
your mouth is”.  We must not let 
George Osborne forget this.  

The autumn statement will be 
very telling as to whether he is able 
to back us as much as claims he 
would like too.
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Einstein’s most famous formula 
states that; energy equals mass 
times the speed of light squared – 
leading to a lot of energy in a very 
small amount of mass.  

This equation helps us understand 
the source of energy in nuclear re-
actions.

In the 1940s, money and re-
search were poured into the devel-
opment of the atomic and hydrogen 
bombs. Though research is now go-
ing into using nuclear fusion power 
as a clean source of energy (York’s 
own physics department is in-
volved with this research), nuclear 
weapons remain the most devastat-
ing weapons ever produced.

NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

Osborne gets behind science

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE

Eleanor Walton reports on the Chancellor’s recent speech at The Royal Society, expressing his sup-
port for strong areas of UK’s science industry

Naomi Halas, Professor of 
Chemistry at Rice University, Texas, 
and her team recently spent three 
days in Seattle demonstrating their 
exciting new research.

 “Luckily,” she said, “it was sun-
ny.” The sun’s appearance was ex-
tremely welcome since Halas’ revo-
lutionary research involves using 
nanoparticles and  sunlight to create 
steam without reaching the normal 
boiling temperature of 100°C.

This “solar steam” process is so 
effective that it can even produce 
steam from icy cold water. It has an 
overall energy efficiency of about 24 
per cent, but Halas hopes this can be 
increased when the process is fur-
ther refined. This is compared to the 
15 percent efficiency of photovoltaic 
cells which, until now, were the most 
common way of converting sunlight 
directly into electricity.

Obviously, this process has huge 
potential for electricity generation, 
but the Rice team think the first uses 
will be for sanitation and water gen-
eration in developing countries.  

Nanoparticles are compara-
tively cheap to make and, because 
they essentially act as catalysts, they 
aren’t used up in the process, al-
lowing them to be reused. And, as 
we saw in the 18th century, if you 
can commercially generate steam, 
you can cause an industrial revolu-
tion.  Halas’ project has been funded 
by The Bill & Melinda Gates founda-
tion in the hope that this is the case. 

The process uses nanoparti-
cle beads that are approximately 
one tenth of the diameter of a hu-
man hair. Since they have a diam-
eter which is shorter than the wave-
length of visible light, they absorb 
the light’s energy rather than scat-
tering it as larger particles would.

In Halas’ new apparatus, steam 
forms in a vessel of water long be-
fore the water becomes warm to the 
touch. This is achieved because the 
nanoparticle heats up incredibly 
quickly and transfers that heat to the 
thin surface of water surrounding it. 
This water turns into steam, creat-
ing an insulating barrier around the 
nanoparticle so it is unable to heat 
any more water. The bubble then 
rises to the surface and the steam is 
released enabling the nanoparticle 
to sink again, repeating the process.

The way in which this process 
allows the energy to be concentrated 
on small amounts of water rather 
than heating the whole volume 
equally is what makes it so revolu-
tionary. 

The process will also allow the 
more complete distillation of solu-
tions: 99 per cent alcohol solutions 
can now be collected compared to 
the previous maximum of 95 per 
cent. 

The research was only released 
last week and, is a while off being 
commercially viable. So maybe it 
isn’t time to throw out your kettle 
just yet, but Halas’ apparatus could 
cause a revolution in the way steam 
is produced. “We’re not changing 
any of the laws of thermodynamics,” 
Halas said. “We’re just boiling water 
in a radically different way.”

Steam produced 
using nano-
particles
Nikky Farthing 

SCIENCE DEPUTY-EDITOR 

Sugar crops are a major source of 
income to Australia, but until the 
1935, were almost completely at the 
mercy of the Cane beetle- a blight 
to sugar crops. The Cane Toad was 
introduced from Hawaii as a preda-
tor for the beetle. Unfortunately, 
with no natural predators, the pop-
ulation of cane toads exploded and 
now numbers 200 million. 

The toads are toxic, making 
them almost impossible for poten-
tial predators to eat, and spread 

disease known to affect biodiver-
sity. Furthermore, the toads have 
also failed at killing the beetles they 
were originally introduced to pre-
date.

FIRELY FOREST.NET

Cane Toad

George Osborne gave a well received speech at The Royal Society in which he supported UK science, in eight particular areas of research focus

E = mc2

The Eight Focus Areas:

1.  Synthetic biology: harnessing the $100 billon economy

2. Data revolution and energy effiicient computing

3. Regenerative medicine

4. Agricultural mcience

5. Energy storage and stockpiling of electricity

6. Advanced materials and nano-technology

7. Robotics and autonomous systems

8. To be the global leader in satellites and commercial space appli-

cations of space technology.



FOR THE majority of York teams, 
tomorrow marks the final week 
of BUCS competition before the 
Christmas break, and an opportuni-
ty to end the term on a high should 
the weather not strike once more.

The men’s football firsts face 
just their third home BUCS match 
of the campaign so far, as they take 
on bitter rivals Teesside.

Matt Mawdesley’s team sit third 
in a tight Northern Conference 3B, 
but can leapfrog their opponents 
into second with a win, and they 
could even take top spot if other re-
sults go their way.

After consecutive defeats since 
they last played a BUCS match in 
York, tomorrow’s match on the 3G 
represents the perfect chance to put 
themselves in prime position for a 
promotion charge next term.

The women’s football team, 
meanwhile, will be hoping for a 
playable pitch on 22 Acres, as they 
return to action for the first time in 

three weeks.
The weather has disrupted what 

has been a spectacular season so far; 
they are top of the league with three 
wins from three, and a resounding 
goal difference of plus-20 to put an 
even greater cushion between them-
selves and closest rivals Newcastle 
seconds.

Bradford will be no pushovers 
tomorrow, but on current form 
there is little reason to suggest that 
the White Roses will come away 
with anything less than a win.

Another side who are finding 
their best form are the women’s 
hockey firsts. They host Leeds sec-
onds tomorrow afternoon, after an 
encouraging draw in Sheffield last 
time out.

Sally Dolton’s side sit in mid-ta-
ble with a game in hand on the three 
teams above them.

One of the day’s more intrigu-
ing fixtures is set to come on 22 
Acres, as the women’s lacrosse firsts 
take on our very own second team.

The form of York’s lacrosse 
teams has undoubtedly been one 

of the highlights of this term, and 
tomorrow presents an interesting 
challenge for a firsts side that are 
flying high, sitting second in the 
Northern Conference 2B.

One side in need of a win are 
the men’s badminton firsts. Hav-
ing been put to the sword twice by 
Sheffield in their last two outings, 
a fixture against Leeds Met thirds 
presents the perfect opportunity to 
get back to winning ways.

The visitors are bottom of the 
league without a point, while York 
can make up ground on the top two 
if they win, with Hull and Sheffield 
playing each other.

This week’s BUCS action is not 
confined to Wednesday, though. 

On Sunday, York Centurions 
may finally get the chance to play 
their first home BUCS game, after 
American football was abandoned 
due to the waterlogged pitches two 
weeks ago.

They will be looking to build 
on a positive start to their first ever 
BUCS campaign.

Meanwhile, Sunday afternoon 
also sees the men’s futsal firsts 
continue their ascent to the top of 
the Premier League. They are the 
University’s top-placed side after a 
superb start to the season that has 
seen them defeat some of the coun-
try’s toughest opposition.

Ahead of the last big week of 
BUCS competition this term, Char-
lotte Winter, York Sport President, 
added, “We’re currently 44th in the 
BUCS table but if we hadn’t had 
the delays in games because of the 
weather I think we would be a lot 
higher.

“Futsal are doing great, top of 
the Premiership, that’s what I like 
to see.” 

AFTER THE success of last week-
end’s college rowing tournament, 
York Sport are looking at creating 
similar one-day tournaments next 
term in place of some of those cur-
rently scheduled.

The main plan at present is to 
introduce an indoor cycling com-
petition that would work in a simi-
lar way to the rowing tournament, 
rather than holding a less popular 
event such as cross country.

The hope is that these events 
would be able to replicate the in-
tense atmosphere experienced in 
the Roger Kirk Centre for the row-
ing tournament.

Amy Ballard, College Sport Of-
ficer, told Nouse, “The college one 
day rowing tournament was great 
success. We had four rowing ma-
chines daisy chained up to a com-
puter with some racing technology 
on it, so that the rowing machines 
could be projected onto a screen. 

“This enhanced the atmosphere 
as each college could actually see 
themselves rowing along! The final 
mixed relay race was so tense, com-
ing right to the wire between Der-

went and Halifax. 
“The event was inspired by 

BUCS indoors - an indoor rowing 
event for universities in Yorkshire; 
which I competed at in first year 
and this inspired me to integrate 
rowing into the college world.”

“It’s always risky to run a new 
tournament because you cannot 
gauge how it will be received, but 

luckily all the technology worked 
and the risk paid off! 

“Meg (Phillips, fellow College 
Sport Officer) and I were so im-
pressed with the turnout across all 
colleges, a testament to the great 
work that this years college sports 
reps have done.”

“We have a few ideas up our 
sleeves for the rest of the year, such 

as a potential indoor cycling tourna-
ment to replace some of the less suc-
cessful one day tournaments such as 
cross country.” 

“College sport is the perfect 
opportunity for everyone to get in-
volved, and despite a few initial 
blips with regards to fixtures and 
the sports centre at the beginning 
of term it has been a successful term 
for college sport!”

Charlotte Winter, York Sport 
President, added her support for the 
plans, commenting, “We’re looking 
at rolling that idea out again (indoor 
competitions). 

“I personally think that some-
thing like cross country needs to go 
from the college sport set up, be-
cause it’s a difficult thing to get peo-
ple out for.”

“If we did something like that 
again, we could do indoor cycling or 
something like that.” 

“It was obviously helped by the 
fact that Derwent and Halifax were 
so close.” 

“It was a fantastic turnout, and 
great for us as a whole.” 

“The College Sport Facebook 
page went up by about 50 likes that 
night, which was exactly what we 
wanted.”

I
t’s 2012, just to inform a few of 
you who may not have gathered 
this. 
I am of the understanding that 

the majority of the sporting world 
has noted this down as well. Apart 
from perhaps David Campese, who 
is one of Australian rugby’s finest 
fullbacks, and who made a spec-
tacularly ill-judged tweet last week 
attacking female rugby reporters.

It stems from the Sydney 
Morning Herald’s appointment of a 
female journalist as the chief rugby 
correspondent. The tweet, which 
was of course hurriedly taken down, 
read “Why does the smh get a girl 
to write about rugby. Growden who 
was a great jornio and now we have 
someone who has no idea about the 
game!” Sexism, thy name is David 
Campese!

In 2012, how can we still have 
sexism in sports journalism when it 
is widely recognized that the likes 
of Gabby Logan and Clare Balding 
are two of the best sports presenters 
around, regardless of their gender? 
Campese made a swift, groveling 
apology, but as a female sports jour-
nalist, I can firmly say that it makes 
little difference.

The apology does not change 
the statement. I cannot say whether 
or not Campese genuinely believes 
that female journalists as a whole 
are completely ignorant towards 
their chosen career, but he has said 
enough to throw open the doors to 
the old sexism debate.

I report on rugby every single 
week, I consider myself well versed 
in the sport and have never faced 
any barriers in furthering my jour-
nalism career. Of course, being a 
female sports journalist can feel a 
little lonely at times. We are few and 
far between, but I like to think that 
in this day and age, if I choose this 
as my career that I will not be ham-
pered in doing so. But what Camp-
ese has shown is that there are still 
people out there who believe that 
women do not belong in the world 
of sports journalism.

The coverage of women’s sport 
is clearly still not on par with the 
men’s. However, there are leaps and 
bounds being made for equality. 
Women’s sport on campus at York 
University is enormously popular 
and ever growing. 

I would never go as far to say 
that it is a widely held view, and the 
reaction to Campese’s tweet makes 
that clear. But with those attitudes 
still around, it suggests that maybe 
we still have a long way to go. It also 
suggests that maybe they will never 
go away; even in 2012 there are still 
people who believe men are always 
superior in the sporting world.

I just have a sneaking suspicion 
that the likes of Jess Ennis and Ellie 
Simmonds are going to disagree.
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PARK LIFE

Beth Jakubowski

SPORTS EDITOR

College sport to build on rowing success

Derwent in action on their way to winning last weekend’s college rowing

         There are still 

people out there who 

believe that women do 

not belong in the world 

of sports journalism

“

 
”

AGATHA TORRANCE

Final BUCS hurdle of term for York
AGATHA TORRANCE

The women’s football team are set to meet Bradford on 22 Acres tomorrow

Dan Holland

SPORTS EDITOR
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Full fixture list >> P30-31
York host Leeds seconds on the JLD in Wednesday’s women’s hockey

ANDY DAVIS



York Sport Committee restructure

A
s with many sports at the 
London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic games, Great 

Britain’s riding team absolutely 
triumphed; in light of this success 
riding has come to the forefront of 
British sport. 

York’s Riding Club is compet-
ing in two different BUCS leagues 
this year, with the focus on both 
the dressage and the show jump-
ing competitions, incidentally, two 
events Great Britain medalled in at 
the 2012 Olympics. 

Kate Paxton, Riding Club Presi-
dent, explained to Nouse that there 
are regional and national final spots 
up for grabs for league winners. 

They also, of course, compete 
against Lancaster at the hotly con-
tended Roses match up. Paxton told 
us that “for the first time this year, 
the Riding Club is hoping to com-
pete at Varsity against Hull Univer-
sity”.

She also added that “the Riding 
Club is not just for riders who wish 
to compete; it is for those who sim-
ply love riding as well”. 

Paxton emphasised that the 
Riding Club “caters to beginners as 
well, and happily accept all levels of 
riders”.

Primarily based at Naburn 
Grange Riding Centre, the club has 
already seen a huge boost in mem-
bership following the success of the 
Great Britain equestrian teams at 
the 2012 Olympics and Paralym-
pics. 

They now have nearly 300 peo-

ple signed up to their mailing list 
after what they called a “very suc-
cessful Freshers’ Fair”. 

Paxton considers the Olympics 
and Paralympics as major a factor 
in this. “The Olympics have inspired 
a great number of people to take up 

different sports they wouldn’t have 
otherwise considered”.

The increasingly high profile 
of equestrian sports has engaged 
a young audience and encouraged 
many to take up riding. 

The success of the likes of high 
profile riders Charlotte Dujardin, 
Nick Skelton and Zara Phillips, who 
was named Sports Personality of 
the Year in 2006, only adds to the 
popularity of three day eventing and 
show jumping. 

Great Britain won a total of five 
equestrian medals this summer, 
three golds, one silver and a bronze, 
in dressage, jumping and eventing.

Paxton was keen to add, “It is 
inspiring to know that whether you 
compete on the teams or just ride 
for fun, you belong to the same club 
and world as those class of sports-
men and women”.

The sole aim of the London 
2012 Olympics and Paralympics 
was to ‘Inspire a Generation’. 

The surge in membership of the 
Riding Club has certainly seen the 
ambitions of Lord Coe realised. 

As far as the ‘2012 effect’ goes,  
the Riding Club appears to have 
reaped the benefits of this year’s 
sporting successes. 

However, while the popularity 

surge has been evident, Paxton ad-
mits the Riding Club still have is-
sues to address.

She told us one of these issues 
is the gender imbalance of riders, 
speaking candidly we were told, 
“On average the female members 
outnumber the male members on a 
10:1 ratio”. 

In light of this heavy female 
dominance in participation, this 
year, the club are looking into the 
imbalance.  

As a result, Paxton says that this 
year has seen “their largest intake of 
male riders. At the top level of the 
sport men do tend to outnumber 

the women”. 
Incidentally, this does ring true, 

with male jockeys outnumbering 
female jockeys, and even in events 
such as show jumping, there do 
tend to be larger numbers of male 
riders.

The other contentious issue the 
club faces is the old hashed out ar-
gument of elitism. 

When posed this question, Pax-
ton accepted that riding can be seen 
as an elitist sport. 

She was honest in admitting 

this was due to the cost of owning 
and keeping a horse. In the face of 
such adversity, it was questioned 
whether or not the club promotes 
equality. 

Paxton was quick to reassure 
that “you do not have to own your 
own horse to be a member”, further 
stating that “hats and boots are pro-
vided for and they offer discounted 
lesson prices for being a University 
club”. 

As it so happens, they do in fact 
have members from all corners of 
the world and from all walks of life.

Having already achieved their 
aim of having their highest mem-
bership level for this academic year, 
the Riding Club is being more ambi-
tions this year. The club told Nouse 
that they “are aiming to cater to 
disabled riders and are fundraising 
for the Riding for the Disabled As-
sociation”. 

The success of the Paralympic 
athletes has only increased the de-
mand for disabled riding facilities.

With such an ambitions year 
scheduled, Paxton told us that the 
Riding Club still has one main tar-
get on the agenda: to win at Roses. 

Hopefully, with the inspiration 
of Great Britain’s hugely successful 
riding team behind them, they can 
achieve this goal as well.
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Riding High
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RIDING CLUB

Beth Jakubowski speaks to the Riding Club about elitism, gender imbalance and the ‘London 2012 effect’

         The surge in mem-

bership of the Riding 

Club has certainly seen 

the ambitions of Lord 

Coe realised

“
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         the Riding Club 

still has one main target 

on the agenda: to win 

at Roses
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PLANS FOR a restructuring of the 
York Sport Committee are set to be 
discussed in the coming weeks.

Charlotte Winter, York Sport 
President, has outlined initial pro-
posals to add new positions and 
change the responsibilities of the 
current officers.

The position of Tournament 
Secretary, for example, has a hugely 
varying workload depending on 
whether Roses is being held in York 
or Lancaster.

She told Nouse, “There’s the po-
tential for a York Sport Committee 
reshuffle. 

“I think that some positions 
have a lot to do, whereas others 
don’t. 

“In particular, when we have an 
away Roses there a certain positions 

that have very little work – with 
something like Roses you either 
have a really big job or nothing at 
all.”

“I want to make it more rep-
resentative, for example I’d like to 
have a more RAG-only position.”

“It’s only a plan, but I think it’s 
important for us as a Committee 
to check that we are staying repre-
sentative.”

“As we’re changing as a Union, 
things like that need to change as 
well.”

The proposals will be discussed 
within the Committee for the first 
time this week, and would poten-
tially be implemented from the start 
of the next academic year.

Winter added, “We’ll sit down 
and have a talk, and then it would 
be voted on and sent through the 
University.” 

“I do think it’s something that 

needs to be looked at, and I think a 
few people would agree with me on 
that.”

“The Communications and Col-
lege Sport positions, for example, 
have a lot to do, and we need to nar-
row down their work and up it for 
other people; the Treasurer for in-
stance, doesn’t play a huge role until 
the summer term when they have 
grants to deal with.”

Backing for Disabiltity 
and LGBT campaigns
YORK SPORT is hoping to set up 
events this term in support of dis-
abled and LGBT involvement in 
sport.

Before the end of this term, it 
is hoped that both sitting volleyball 
and goalball events will be organ-
ised on campus, in conjunction with 
local clubs.

York Sport are also backing 
the NUS ‘Out in Sport’ campaign, 
which found that almost half of 
those at college and university who 
do not participate in any sport find 
the culture of sport to be alienating.

 Only a third of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender students 
at college or university participate 
in organised team sport and one in 
seven  said that homophobia, bipho-
bia, or transphobia had put them off 

participating in sport, while many 
LGBT students who do take part in 
sport are not open about their sexu-
ality with teammates or coaches.

York Sport are looking at ways 
of, for example, providing transgen-
der swimming facilities.

Charlotte Winter, York Sport 
President, said,“We’re working to 
encourage more LGBT involvement, 
and get the message out about our 
zero tolerance policy. We think it 
would be a good idea if we could get 
Club presidents involved in helping 
to open up the barriers.”

“The York Sport Commitee and 
the LGBT Committee are going to 
meet up so we can discuss, in a mat-
ter of fact way, what the problems 
are and how we are going to move 
forward.”

YUSU



SUNSHINE AND blue sky illumi-
nated the 3G pitch in a chilling en-
counter that saw Goodricke easily 
push aside Alcuin in the only college 
game this week that did not fall foul 
of the weather.

Neither team really laid claim 
to possession in the first half; only 

Joe Mann’s superb strike from the 
distance could break the deadlock 
just before half time. This helped 
Goodricke find their rhythm as they 
ran rampant with goals from Mizan 
Ally, James Gutteridge and Jordan 
Tosterin.

Although play was pretty open 
in midfield, both teams did have 
chances on goal very early on. In 
the first play of the game, Gut-
teridge was deemed onside as he 
broke towards goal but fired his shot 
straight at David Marshall, the Al-
cuin keeper. At the other end, Billi-

more connected with Allen’s corner 
but the volley was pinged off the line 
by a defender.

As the half went on, Goodricke 
continued to struggle to find the 
target. Gutteridge and Dave Bull-
ock often found themselves isolated 
when advancing on goal and they 
failed to capitalise on chances in 
good positions. The same can be 
said for Danny Matthews when at-
tacking the opposing goal. 

Goodricke, however, were hav-
ing the better of the chances and 
they took a deserved lead just sec-
onds before the whistle blew for 
half-time. Bullock played a lovely 
ball from the right-hand side to Joe 
Mann, who provided the perfect fin-
ish as he struck the ball on the half 
volley into the top corner. 

Alcuin had it all to play in the 
second half, but ultimately they 
failed to deliver. Goodricke had tak-
en confidence from their goal and 
their slick passing found rhythm, 
allowing them to dominate posses-
sion and the game as a whole.    

Alcuin’s best chance of the half 
came six minutes into the half when 
some good football allowed Chris 
Houlgate to put Allen through on 
goal in the penalty area, but a last 
ditch tackle from Luke Parker, 
Goodricke central defender pre-
vented any chance of an equaliser.   

The winning team knew they 
had to double their lead in order to 
secure victory and they worked hard 

in a bid to try and put the game to 
bed. Their second goal finally came 
after the hour mark; a succinct and 
clever touch by Mann on the right 
wing gave him room to square a low 
cross along the six yard area for Ally 
to tuck away neatly.

Ten minutes later, Goodricke 
missed a golden opportunity to add 
a third goal. From the right wing, 
Bullock picked out a fine cross for 
Chris Osbourne, the onrushing 
centre-back, but he could only fire 
his header into the arms of the goal-
keeper, when he should have left 
the ball for the unmarked Mann as 
Alcuin’s defence fell apart. Between 
them,, they should have added to 
their goal tally. 

Fortunately, Osbourne’s miss 
turned out not to be costly. Just a 
few minutes later, Goodricke found 
their third goal. A ball into the mid-
dle of the park from substitute Tos-
terin was chested down by man-of-
the-match, Joe Mann, who played 
the ball into the area for Gutteridge 
to tuck under the approaching Al-
cuin keeper. 

Danny Munro, in the Goodricke 
goal, was enjoying his debut in goal, 
and ten minutes from time he was 
finally forced into his first real save 
of the game. Alcuin’s Harry Billi-
more flicked a ball over to Houlgate 
and the keeper rushed off his line to 
produce a fine save – the shot, how-
ever, knocked his spectacles off his 
face.

Five minutes before the final 
whistle, Goodricke managed to 
merit a fourth goal; Sam Bentham, 
Alcuin centre-back kept Tosterin 
onside as he was put through on 
goal and he finished with a strong, 
solid finish by the near post. 

Alcuin could have earned a con-
solation in the final minute of the 
game when a flick by Matthews fell 
nicely for Billimore in a goal-scoring 
position. His ball did find the net 
but, unfortunately, it was the net-
ting above the fence of the 3G. 

Man of the match and 
Goodricke captain Joe Mann was 
pleased with his team’s second half 
performance: “I thought first off we 
were sloppy passing-wise. But we 
pulled it back in the second half and 
we had a great performance at the 
back”. 

Chris Boyd, Alcuin’s captain, 
was very humble after the qual-
ity that Goodricke produced: “I 
thought they were really good today. 
At 2-0 we got back into the game 
and had quite a lot of possession but 
they deserved to win 4-0”.

A CONVINCING victory for Alcuin 
over Goodricke sealed top spot in 
this term’s college netball league 
and booked their place to represent 
the University at Varsity.

Alcuin ultimately ran up a 21-
goal margin of victory thanks to 
their clever movement and deadly 
shooting.

Grace Clarke, Goal Attack and 
Charlotte Winter, Goal Shooter, 
bossed things in the first half for Al-
cuin, with seven goals apiece at the 
break.

However, it had been Goodricke 
who made the more impressive 
start, as Cav Aggarwal opened the 
scoring to give her side early hope of 
an unlikely victory.

Goodricke’s optimism, though, 
was short-lived. Barely a minute 
later, Clarke and Winter had both 
scored in quick succession to turn 
things around and set the tone for 
the rest of the match. Alcuin’s at-
tacking pairing were in fine form 

and before long Alcuin were in dou-
ble figures.

Aggarwal was doing her best 
to keep Goodricke in with a chance, 
but already, it seemed the result was  
in little doubt. 

Supported by the tireless work 
rate and quick passing of their 
teammates, Clarke and Winter were 
able to find space to shoot, time and 
again - and they rarely missed their 
target.

Goodricke’s effort couldn’t be 
faulted but, with Alcuin pressuris-
ing them at every opportunity, they 
found their shooting options lim-
ited. 14-3 was the score at half-time, 
with Alcuin very much on their way 
to the win they needed to cap an un-
beaten campaign.

Olivia Rainey replaced Clarke 
for the second half, but that did lit-
tle to curb Alcuin’s dominance.

Winter added two more for her-
self almost immediately after the re-
start, but Goodricke then proceeded 
to enjoy a spell of defensive solidity 
as they kept the rampant Alcuin at-
tack at bay.

It looked for a few minutes as 
if the Hes East team would be able 
to keep their high-flying opposi-
tion from racking up the score they 

had threatened to in the first half. 
However, this changed when Win-
ter was once again deadly accurate 
and scored five quick fire goals to 
increase the deficit to 22-3.

Sophie Conroy, Goal Attack,  
pulled one back for Goodricke, but 
Winter then increased her personal 
tally to 17 as Alcuin rediscovered the 
swift attacking play that had served 

them so well in the first half.
Rainey added a 26th Alcuin 

goal, but Goodricke did at least have 
the final word as Claire Mayo scored 
to give Goodricke just their fifth 
goal of the match.

Megan Knight, Jubilant Alcuin 
captain, echoed the sentiments of 
her team at full time, commenting, 
“It was a great end to our victori-

ous season and we are really looking 
forward to Varsity now. Hopefully 
next term we can return victorious 
again.”

Sophie Raine of Goodricke add-
ed, “It was a good game and Alcuin 
played really well. I’m really proud 
of the girls and we’re still getting our 
team together so there’s a lot to be 
pleased with.”
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UPCOMING BUCS FIXTURES

LILY GRANT

AGATHA TORRANCE

Wednesday 5 December:

Badminton: (H) York Men’s 1sts 
vs Leeds Met 3rds - 1pm, Hall; York 
Men’s 3rds vs Durham 2nds - 1pm, 
Hall; (A) Leeds Men’s 3rds vs York 
2nds; Teesside Women’s 1sts vs York 
1sts; Hull Women’s 1sts vs York 2nds.

Basketball: (H) York Women’s 
1sts vs Sheffield 1sts - 6pm, Hall; York 
Men’s 2nds vs Newcastle 3rds - 4pm, 

Hall.

Fencing: (H) York Men’s 2nds vs 
Durham 3rds - 1pm, Dance Studio; (A) 
Liverpool Men’s 1sts vs York 1sts; Man-

chester Women’s 1sts vs York 1sts.

Football: (H) York Men’s 1sts vs 
Teesside 1sts - 3pm, 3G; York Men’s 
3rds vs Teesside 4ths - 1pm, 3G; York 
Men’s 4ths vs Hull 3rds - 5pm, 3G; York 
Women’s 1sts vs Bradford 1sts - 2pm, 22 
Acres; (A) Teesside Men’s 3rds vs York 
2nds.

Golf: (H) York Mixed 1sts vs Leeds 
Met 2nds - 1pm, Fulford Golf Club.

Hockey: (H) York Women’s 1sts vs 
Leeds 2nds - 3pm, JLD;  York Women’s 
2nds vs Sheffield 3rds - 1pm, JLD (A) 
Durham Men’s 4ths vs York 1sts; Leeds 
Met Men’s 3rds vs York 2nds; Hull 
Men’s 2nds vs York 3rds.

Lacrosse: (H) York Women’s 1sts 
vs York 2nds - 2pm, 22 Acres; (A) Dur-
ham Men’s 2nds vs York 1sts.

Netball: (H) York Women’s 2nds 
vs Leeds Trinity 1sts - 2pm, Tent; (A) 
Sunderland Women’s 1sts vs York 1sts; 

Sheffield Women’s 3rds vs York 3rds.

Goodricke thrash Alcuin in lone football fixture

Alcuin win again to seal college netball title

Tom Fennelly

DEPUTY SPORTS EDITOR

Alcuin’s Grace Clarke and Charlotte Winter watch on as they help their side to another victory to cap their season

Sunday’s match on the 3G Pitch was on the only one to survive the weather

Dan Holland

SPORTS EDITOR

Alcuin 26

Goodricke 5

Goodricke 4

Alcuin 0

Goodricke: Munro, Hurd, Osbourne, 

Parker, Thomas (Tosterin), Bullock, Cot-

tingham (Ally), Inness, Gilbanks, Mann , 

Gutteridge

Alcuin: Marshall, Bentham, Boyd, Ken-

nick, Houlgate, Nazzicone, Burge, Dodg-

son, Billimore, Allen (Carver), Matthews

Man of the match: Joe Mann



DESPITE SUFFERING a narrow 
6-4 defeat to Alcuin, Goodricke 
won this term’s college badminton 
league by a single point, as Halifax 
were unable to defeat Wentworth 
and capitalise on the opportunity 
afforded to them. 

George Baines and Heather 
Robertson, Goodricke’s first pair, 
beat their Alcuin equivalents, only 
to lose their other games, most 
surprisingly to Alexander Roy and 
Clare Strange, Alcuin third pair. 
The game was evenly matched, with 
a few minor service errors making 
the difference as Alciun won 21-18.

Dominik Pinnington and Sarah 
Thomas, Alcuin second pair, de-
feated Scott Edwards and Meredith 
Daniel, Goodricke third pair, 23-21 
in a lively affair. The Alcuin pair, 
who were tired from having back-
to-back matches, struggled against 
the powerful smash of Edwards. 

Goodricke raced into a lead 
of 10-3 within minutes, and it was 
not long before Goodricke found 
themselves with multiple match 
points. Alciun then began an epic 
comeback, aided by several service 
errors from Goodricke. This led to 
a surprisingly tense match, coming 
to 18-20. 

Finally Pinnington and Thom-
as’ resistance would crumble, as 
Edwards buried a smash deep in the 
back of the court. 

Whilst Goodricke did slip to a 
narrow defeat, due to other results 
they had done enough to clinch the 

title, leading to scenes of jubilation 
at the end of the match.

The final day of the league cam-
paign began slowly, as the game be-
tween Vanbrugh and Langwith only 
had pride at stake with both sides 
out of the race for the title. 

Ultimately, the match was de-
cided by a lack of numbers; Lang-
with could only field 2 pairs and 
Vanbrugh only 1 pair – meaning 
they were unable to win regardless 
of the games themselves. 

The match started well for 
Langwith, as Andrew Grantham  
captain and Huan Ting Ang com-
bined well to emerge victorious over 
Victoria Wheeler and Sam Geering 
of Vanbrugh.

Grantham and Ang did, howev-
er, convincingly beat Crystal Wang 
and Eliot Bryant of Vanbrugh 21-6, 
before Wang and Bryant were again 
crushed 21-5 by Al Quassif and Sa-
rah Howarth. 

Wheeler and Geering beat Cass 
Brown and Andrew Grange 21-15, 
before also emerging victorious 
21-18 over Quassif and Haworth of 
Langwith, while Wong and Bryant 
won a third game for Vanbrugh, 
beating Brown and Grange 21-15. 
Nevertheless, due to the lack of 
numbers, none of these matches 
counted towards the totals, mean-
ing Langwith finished their cam-
paign with a 6-0 victory over their 
opponents.

James edged Derwent 6-4 in a 
tight badminton match to leapfrog 
them into fourth place.

Neither Derwent nor James 
had any serious chance of winning 

the league, with the teams begin-
ning the day sixth and seventh in 
the league respectively.

The first game saw Mike Taylor 
and Clara How, Derwent first pair, 
defeated by their James opponents 
despite some coordinated team play.

Despite this, James ran out as 
21-19 winners of the match after a 
hard fought comeback by their pair.

The highlight of the match saw 
Arjun Bhadhuri and Emily Ren-
wick, Derwent third pair, surpris-
ingly defeat James’ first pair in a 
exciting 21-16 affair. After an evenly 

matched first half Derwent began 
to capitalise on mistakes, attacking 
loose serves and taking finishing all 
with aplomb.

With play concluded however, 
James could be satisfied that on bal-
ance they had done just enough to 
secure the win needed to force their 
way into fourth place. 

The final match of the cam-
paign had huge significance for 
Wentworth and Halifax; with the 
postgrads in 4th and their oppo-
nents in 2nd, both sides had a real-
istic chance of taking the title. 

The match began well for Wen-
tworth, as Lichi Sun and Xi Ang de-
feated their challengers 21-11 to take 
the lead for their side. 

This lead was then soon dou-
bled as Amy Haley and Jack Kitti-
wong won 21-17 over Halifax’s Mike 
Holmes and Ellie Saggers. With 
momentum behind them, Haley 
and Kittiwong again won 21-11 in 
their next match over Nan and Can-
dy, extending the score to 3-0. 

The 3-point deficit soon be-
came 4 as Jonny Tam and Eleanor 
Daly were defeated 21-17 by their 
postgrad opponents. 

And Halifax’s ambitions of win-
ning the title evaporated as Wen-
tworth’s Fan Sui-ung and Jing de-
feated Holmes and Saggers 21-19 
in a close match. Halifax eventually 
got their first win of the afternoon 
soon after, as Tam and Daly crushed 
Lichi and Ang 21-13 to make it 5-1. 

However, the postgrads hadn’t 
finished in their own bid for glory, 
as Fan and Jing convincingly defeat-
ed an off-form Nan and Candy 21-8. 

However, cheers on the other 
courts suggested that their title bid 
was slipping away, regardless of 
their own result. Halifax finished 
the season with a flourish, as a much 
improved Tam and Daly won an en-
tertaining fixture 21-13 over Kitti-
wong and Haley, before Holmes and 
Saggers rounded their campaign off 
with a 21-12 victory their opponents.  

Therefore, Wentworth won the 
tie 6-4. However, both sides were 
unsuccessful in their bid for the ti-
tle, as they finished tied for second-
place in the table.

JAMES COLLEGE needed a very 
late equaliser to snatch a draw with 
Derwent in Sunday’s college netball 
encounter.

Sam Hall, Goal Attack, struck 
in the final minute of the game to 
rescue a point for her side, who were 
coming off the back of a narrow de-
feat by Alcuin, league winners, last 
week.

James had begun as much the 
stronger side, though, as Hall quick-
ly put them into a 2-0 lead. 

However, Derwent quickly 
pegged them back and then took the 
lead through Amy Goodfellow in a 
remarkable turnaround.

With both sides having enjoyed 
spells of dominance in the match 
so far, they now seemed evenly 
matched and Hall completed a first-
half hat-trick to level the scores.

It was an incredibly tight en-

counter and they went in equally-
matched at 4-4 at half-time.

Rosie McCluskey, Derwent cap-
tain, gave her side an early second 
half advantage, which was shortly 
cancelled out by some fantastic 
James play that culminated in Beth 
Hampton, Goal Shooter, scoring.

McCluskey was on hand again 

to put Derwent back into lead at 
6-5, but James once again proved 
they would be no pushovers as some 
more slick passing saw Hampton 
equalise for the second time in 
quick succession.

In what was a low-scoring 
match, the respective defences were 
proving impossible to breach as the 

full-time whistle approached. Both 
teams proved excellent in exerting 
pressure in the shooting circle.

The performance of Meg Opie, 
Derwent Goal Defence, was partic-
ularly impressive, as she produced 
a series of crucial interceptions to 
keep James from picking their way 
through.

And Derwent got their just re-
wards for a sterling effort, as Mc-
Cluskey added their seventh, and 
seemingly a winning goal.

Hall, though, came to James’ 
rescue once again in a dramatic fi-
nale, with a draw undoubtedly a fair 
result after half an hour of tense and 
engaging netball.

Shannon Dixon, James captain,  
said afterwards, “We struggled for 
the first half, but we did put up a 
good fight and managed to pull it 
back and get the draw.”

Derwent’s McCluskey added, 
“It was a very close and tough game 
against a strong James team. I’m re-
ally proud of the girls, we’ve really 
come on well since the start of the 
season and we’re happy with the re-
sult.”

IN THE day’s early match, Lang-
with came out on top against Van-
brugh.

The team in yellow made a 
lightning start, with Ruby Callis-
ter, Goal Attack, firing them into an 
early 2-0 lead. 

They failed to score all the 
chances they created though, and 
were made to pay as Vanbrugh came 
back at them.

Vanbrugh took the lead for the 
first time shortly before half-time, 
but 5-5 was the score as the whistle 
blew for the break.

Langwith again made a positive 
start and were duly rewarded. 

Callister was on top form and 
epitomised their swift attacking 
movement, as Langwith opened up 
a 10-7 lead.

It remained tight until the end, 
but ultimately Langwith’s extra 
sharpness in attack proved the dif-
ference, as they secured a 12-8 vic-
tory to finish the term on a high.
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Rugby Union: (H) York Men’s 
2nds vs Sheffield 2nds - 2pm, 22 Acres; 
York Men’s 3rds vs Sheffield Hallam 
3rds - 2pm, 22 Acres (A) Sheffield 
Men’s 1sts vs York 1sts; Northumbria 
Women’s 1sts vs York 1sts.

Squash: (A) Sheffield Hallam 
Men’s 1sts vs York 1sts; Leeds Men’s 
3rds vs York 2nds; Durham Women’s 
2nds vs York 1sts.

Table Tennis: (H) York Men’s 
1sts vs Durham 1sts - 4pm, Dance 

Studio.

Tennis: (A) Sheffield Men’s 1sts vs 
York 1sts; Leeds Met 4ths vs York 2nds; 
Leeds Men’s 4ths vs York 3rds.

Volleyball: (H) York Men’s 1sts 
vs Leeds 1sts - 2pm, Tent; (A) Bradford 
Men’s 1sts vs York 2nds; Sunderland 

Women’s 1sts vs York 1sts.

Saturday 8 December:

Fencing: (A) Birmingham Wom-
en’s 1sts vs York 1sts; Durham Women’s 
1sts vs York 1sts; Edinburgh Women’s 

1sts vs York 1sts.

Sunday 9 December:

American Football: (H) York 
Men’s 1sts vs Leeds Met 1sts - 1pm, 22 
Acres.

Futsal: (H) York Men’s 1sts vs Shef-
field Hallam 1sts - 2pm, Tent.

Derwent netballers hold James to draw

Goodricke crowned college badminton champions

Rosie McCluskey takes aim for Derwent during Sunday’s college match

Dan Holland

SPORTS EDITOR

This term’s college badminton season came to a close on Sunday

PHILIPPA GRAFTON

PETROC TAYLOR

Jamie Summers

Aaron Stennett

Derwent 7

James 7 Vanbrugh 8

Langwith 12
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AFTER ITS first term as an official 
college sport, college rugby is com-
ing under review.

Charlotte Winter, York Sport 
President, has confirmed that the 
sport is being reviewed in order to 
address serious issues that have 
arisen over the course of this term.

With many colleges struggling 
to put out full squads on a regular 
basis, it has been recognised that 
there needs to be greater publicity 
for college rugby, as well as resolving 
problems relating to the provision 
of pitch-side medical treatment.

Winter told Nouse, “College 
rugby is currently under review, 
and is being dealt with by the Col-
lege Sport Officers and the staff they 
have with them. I have said there 
needs to be a review; firstly because 
rugby is a part of our Sport England 
bid, and secondly because we need 
to make sure all of the health and 
safety is okay.”

“Initially there were some issues 
because a member of staff said they 
were dealing with it, and the College 
Sport Officers said they were – there 
was some confusion. They’ve hope-
fully got it sorted now.”

With rugby chosen as one of 
the focus sports this year, receiving 
extra funding and coaching, the low 
participation from many colleges 
has become a serious concern for 
York Sport, as well as the competing 
teams.

Winter added, “We’re looking at 
new ways of publicising it within the 
colleges, particularly in Langwith 
and Goodricke because they have 
had to merge teams as it is, and we 
really need them separate because 
we can’t have a college sport work 
that way.”

“It’s not fair on the colleges who 
can put out a squad, or indeed those 
that can’t. We need to work out 
ways of making it better.  The new 
College Sport Reps can hopefully 
push a bit more once they come in 
for January.”

“We need to advertise and run 
it more efficiently, get numbers up 
for certain colleges, get numbers up 
for referees and make sure all the 
health and safety aspects are cov-
ered.”

“I think we might need one 

more pitch on 22 Acres, because one 
just isn’t enough, and that is some-
thing that is being looked at by my-
self and the University.”

“Rugby is one of the target 
sports this year, and while the oth-
ers are running incredibly well, 
rugby is one that we’re having some 
issues with in terms of numbers.”

Prior to this term, college rugby 
was not an authorised college sport, 
and was instead organised by cap-
tains and played off-campus at York 
RI. However, students were often 
put off the idea of playing college 
rugby by the costs. Without YUSU 
funding, matches would cost £2-3 
per player and taxis would also have 
to be paid for.

With no official organising 
body overseeing the sport, it was left 
to the players to organise their own 
medical provisions, which led to a 
number of players sustaining inju-
ries that were left untreated.

One player, who has asked to re-
main anonymous, told Nouse, “Play-
ers would play through concussion 
and other serious injuries, in fact 
one guy had concussion five times 
in a row. It was a massive problem.”

While teams were promised 
that medical staff would be present 
at all matches now that rugby is 
played on 22 Acres, the care provi-
sions have remained inconsistent.

In addition, some teams have 
expressed dissatisfaction at the fact 

that matches were organised start-
ing in Week Two, meaning that 
smaller colleges had little time to 
integrate freshers into the team and 
teach them how to play safely.

“Freshers new to rugby can’t 
just start playing a full-contact 
match after one or two training ses-
sions, there are serious health and 
safety implications there,” one play-
er has said. 

“They need to be taught the ba-
sic skills in a safe environment, and 
throwing them into a game straight 
away is not the right way to go about 
that.”

Added to this, some players 
have expressed their dissatisfaction 
at the lack of changing facilities 

available. 
Another player stated, “I don’t 

understand why the pavilion is al-
ways locked, it’s only a small thing, 
but if we could use the changing fa-
cilities there it would make life a lot 
easier. Right now we have the choice 
of getting changed on the side of the 
pitch, or in our accommodation, 
which, for those who live off cam-
pus, isn’t exactly great.”

Players from Derwent, among 
other larger rugby colleges, have 
expressed their dissatisfaction at 
having to “loan” players on a week-
ly basis to depleted opposition, as 
playing against sides that cannot gel 
takes away the competitive element 
of the fixture.
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College rugby system comes under 
review after first term on campus
Dan Holland

George Barrett
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