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what the f is a nouse 
Nouse (N-ooze), is an award win-

ning, sometimes stressful, stu-
dent newspaper. Usually we’re a 

bit more broadsheet and serious, but in 
honour of Freshers’ Week we’ve decided 
to be a bit more radical. We’re being a bit 
more fun, before we inevitably crawl back 
into our more reserved mannerisms and 
look. Watch out for your new flatmates 
doing the exact same one-eighty. We 
don’t usually censor either, by the way, 
the full “fuck” just couldn’t fit in the fuck-
ing box. 

Speaking of being properly fucked, 
welcome to university! A time often re-
ferred to as the best years of your life. 
No pressure eh? I wouldn’t exactly agree 
with that phrase, bad things happen at 
university too, there’s academic stress, 
hangovers, fights with housemates, fights 
with friends, awful hookups et cetera, et 

cetera. You’ll make mistakes, you’ll drink 
too much, you might run out of money. 
It’s a mess really, but I guess that’s grow-
ing up. Embrace the choas, it’s going to 
get weird, and amazing, and awful. As 
soon as one aspect of your life gets sorted, 
another part seems to turn into a com-
plete shit show. Crying is okay. Especially 
late at night in the library. We’ve all been 
there. 

I love York. The architecture here on 
campus can be a bit questionable, but the 
city is lovely. We have a brilliant sense of 
community, whether that’s the collegiate 
system, sports teams, societies, or syn-
chronised wailing to Mr Brightside. 

My advice for making the most of it 
all? Get involved, there’s so many things; 
student media, musicals, pantomime 
and drama, concerts, free food, football 
and every other sport under the sun. I’ve 

been to Baracelona and Prague with my 
subject society, and Fibbers more times 
than I can count.  Yes, you do have a de-
gree. Get used to hearing the phrase “first 
year doesn’t count.” Use your time well, 
you’ll only  feel more guilty as the years 
progress as you bunk off your degree to 
go kayaking.

Lastly, it’s important to say Freshers’ 
Week is different to the rest of university, 
don’t be disappointed if you don’t enjoy 
it as much as everyone has told you to. 
Your flatmates might not seem like your 
best friends straight away (or ever), but 
remember they are random people you’ve 
been thrown in with. It takes time, and 
there’s plenty of other people here too.

I’m technically in third year now, I 
still don’t know what the hell I’m doing.  
half the time. 

Good Luck.
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Zoe Lyons”

 I will be fucking huge by 
the time I’m 80!

British stand-up comedian Zoe 
Lyons, fresh out of Edinburgh 
Fringe, will begin touring the UK 

with her new show Entry Level Human. 
The University of York alumnus and reg-
ular on Mock the Week and Live at The 
Apollo describes her new show as a piece 
to explore her fears for humanity. She sat 
down with Deputy Muse Editor Andy 
Young to talk about her time at York, her 
new tour, and women in comedy.

Zoe was at York from 1989 to 1992. 
“I studied Psychology, but I’ll be honest, 
I wasn’t the most academic,” she said, “I 
turned up for tutorials but largely be-
cause it was warmer in those rooms than 
it was in my appalling student rented ac-
commodation. I spent most of my time 
joining ridiculous sports and social clubs 
and generally avoiding work.”

Remembering how she felt as a 
fresher she said, “It’s the first time you 
leave home for most people, so it is ex-
citing and terrifying in equal measure. 
I threw myself into it whole heartedly. I 
made friends on my first day with peo-
ple I am still really close to today.” When 
I asked what she learned from her time 
at university, “Don’t wash your whites on 
60 degrees with one rouge red sock in the 
wash. Pink has never been my colour, but 
I had to endure it after that mishap.”4
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How and why did she get her big 
break in comedy? “Still waiting for it, 
mate!” she quipped. “Back in the day 
when there was less endless choice of en-
tertainment an appearance on a big show 
could really change someone’s career. My 
career has been a slow and steady climb 
in tiny increments. I will be fucking huge 
by the time I’m 80!”

As a student Zoe had an active inter-
est in comedy. “I went to see all the comics 
who came to the Uni. And there used to 
be a gig in town too. I remember seeing 
Jo Brand there and loving it. I also spent 
most of my time at York involved with the 
student drama group and I was frequent-
ly cast as the comedic maid.”

Before she decided to become a co-
median, and inspired by her time doing 
drama, Zoe wanted to become an actor in-
stead. “Acting is a brutal profession where 
you are dependent on others giving you 
roles,” she confessed, “whereas comedy is 
a brutal professional where you can make 
your own work. Neither of them are easy 
paths to follow but if you can do stand-up 
you can give yourself more options.”

“It’s very pretty with a good supply of 
roast dinners and cake shops” of the city, 
she recalled: “I enjoyed being there, but I 
used to jump on a train to Leeds to go see 
the bands that never came to York.” The 
lack of a major music venue is something 
which York students today continue to la-
ment. Zoe’s tour will be coming to Leeds 
on 13 December.

Said of her new tour: “It is very loose-
ly themed on the idea of human stupid-

ity in all its glorious forms, but it does 
wander all over the place. It touches on 
Brexit, Buddhist monks and drunk flies 
so I think there is something for every-
one.” Zoe has been a prominent figure in 
comedy since 2004 and loves it as much 
as ever. “I am my own boss. I don’t have to 
deal with any office politics. I get paid to 
be (a slightly exaggerated version of) me.”

There has been a lot of debate about 
sexism in the comedy world; whether 
there aren’t enough women comics, or 
the way women are treated drives them 
away. “There are tons of them and lots of 
brilliant ones at that,” Zoe stressed, “The 
problem lies with our visibility on TV, 
though that too is getting better, but it has 
taken ages. It’s so ridiculous that it took 
eleven series of Mock the Week before 
they featured two women on the same 
show.”

Streaming services like Netflix, 
Amazon Prime and NOW TV have rev-
olutionised consumption of entertain-
ment, and stand-up comedy has been 
no exception. Netflix produces many 
comedy specials which make stand-up 
accessible to a wide audience from their 
sitting rooms.

 “Comedy is always best live,” 
Zoe argued, “Not in an arena, that’s 
a bloody awful way to see 
comedy sat in what 
feels like an NCP 
carpark with crappy 
seating. Theatre 
or club en-
vironments 

are best.” Despite this, she acknowledged 
the good streaming services have done 
for exposing great stand-up: “the Netflix 
effect hopefully boosts those live show 
sales.”

Does Zoe have any advice for young 
comics hoping to make a name for them-
selves? “See loads and not just big pro 
acts, go to smaller gigs and open mic 
nights and watch as much as you can. 
You get a feel for how things work, what 
makes a good performance. Don’t try and 
imitate anyone. Be your own person.”

Interview by Andrew Young. Words by 
    Joseph Silke
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The York University Students’ Un-
ion (YUSU) is the body on campus 
that represents students, provides 

welfare, funds student activities, and runs 
some commercial services like student 
bars. It is headquartered in James College 
and is a separate entity to the University 
of York. YUSU is currently affiliated with 
the National Union of Students (NUS).

Each year the student body votes 
to elect five full-time sabbatical officers 
(sabbs) and ten part-time officers (PTOs), 
to represent the whole student body. 
These officers are accountable to students 
and each are charged with a select focus. 

Elections occur in February, with 
the sabbs’ tenure beginning at the start 
of the next academic year. Students vote 
for candidates under the single transfer-
able vote system of ranking by preference. 
Students can also vote to re-open nomi-
nations (RON) to reject the candidates 
and cause a by-election with fresh ones. 

The sabbs are paid, and they work 
full-time, being the primary representa-
tives of University of York students. The 
five sabb positions are: York Sport Presi-
dent, Community and Wellbeing Officer, 
Academic Officer, Student Activities Of-
ficer, and the Union President. 

York Sport President: The prima-
ry focus for this role is the organisation 

of sports events at York. The York Sport 
President is the most senior point of con-
tact for sports clubs and represents them 
to BUCS. The incumbent is Zac Shep-
pard.

Community and Wellbeing 
Officer: The chief representative for 

student welfare issues. This is the chief 
point of contact for liberation networks 
and PTOs that represent minority groups. 
The incumbent is Steph Hayle. 

Academic Officer: Responsible for 
representing students in matters relat-
ing to learning, teaching, assessment 
and feedback, they coordinate dialogue 
between the academic departments, the 
academic reps and the student body to 
ensure the best academic experience pos-
sible. The incumbent is James Hare.

Student Activities Officer: This role 
is the representative of societies, ranging 
from the political groups on campus to 
media groups. They are also is respon-
sible for the allocation of funds to these 
groups. The incumbent is Finn Judge.

Union President: This role is the 
leader of the Officer Group. The President 
is the face of the Student Union and su-
pervises the other sabbs as the principal 
representative of students at the Univer-
sity of York. The incumbent 
is James Durcan.

The PTOs are current students who 
execute their duties alongside their stud-
ies. The positions are: Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic (BAME) Officer, Disa-
bled Students’ Officer, Environment + 
Ethics Officer, International Students’ 
Officer, LGBTQ Officer, Mature Students’ 
Officer, RAG Officer, Volunteering Offic-
er, Women’s Officer, and the most recent 
addition of Working Class & Social Mo-
bility Officer. 

YUSU requests policy proposals mul-
tiple times per year and all students are 
welcome to submit ideas. These ideas 
are then published to collect feedback 
from the student body. The Policy Review 
Group (PRG) uses this feedback to decide 
which policies to adopt. The PRG is head-
ed by the Policy Coordinator, who is also 
elected every February. 

All elected representatives in YUSU 
can be removed from office by the student 
body. This process involves a Vote of No 
Confidence (VONC) followed by a union-
wide referendum. Students also vote in 
other referenda to decide the direction of 
YUSU. Last year, students voted to cre-
ate the Working Class & Social Mobility 
Officer and later this academic year there 
will be a referendum on NUS affiliation.

Words by Joseph Silke

WHO-Su is YUsu?
IMAGES: YUSU
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meet your prez
What have you been up to over the sum-
mer? It’s been a really exciting summer, I 
got used to the role, learned lots of Uni-
versity structures and how YUSU works. 
It was great meeting the staff and I really 
cracked on with my manifesto, so it’s been 
a lot of work. I’ve been dealing with lots 
of different bits and bobs from planning 
Freshers’ Week talks and comms and wel-
coming new freshers; its been really excit-
ing stuff.

When did you first think that you might 
run for YUSU President? Probably not 
for a while. I think I started student life 
getting engaged with lots of sports teams. 
I didn’t really know too much about my 
college committee until second year and 
then ran for the position of college chair. 
That was an eye opener to how a few 
different things in the University come 
together. You get a few people asking: 
would you do that in the future? I prob-
ably didn’t contemplate it until third year, 
but then decided it was something I’m 
really passionate about and want to see 
change.

What should the University and YUSU 
be doing to support students’ mental 
health? I think it’s really important that 
there’s a concerted effort across the Uni-
versity, YUSU, and also student groups 
that work so well to provide student sup-
port. We’re really keen for students to un-
derstand where they can access support. 

Here at York the University has invested 
over the last few years a lot of money into 
mental health support, but it’s important 
that new students coming in, and also 
students that have been here before, re-
ally know how to access support services, 
whether that’s for themselves or to point 
friends in the right direction.

How are you going to go about improv-
ing YUSU’s presence on Hes East? A 
few small things that came up during 
election week; I was over on Hes East and 
people were like: “We have to trek over to 
YourSpace to collect Viking Raid t-shirts,” 
so this year we’re doing a giveaway over 
there. YUSU on the Move, which hap-
pens during Freshers’ Week, we’ve got 
two days over on East as an opportunity 
to show YUSU’s presence there, to meet 
students, and to really engage them with 
the student community. We’re really en-
couraging societies and student groups to 
put events over there, there’s some really 
new swanky nice buildings that are great 
for opportunities. Personally, I’m mak-
ing sure I’m over there once 
a week, g i v i n g 
s t u - dents 
the op-

portunity to come up to me, hearing what 
you guys want to see from your Union.

Would you ever support a no-platform-
ing a speaker on campus? I think it’s a re-
ally difficult question, something I’ve had 
quite a few discussions with other sab-
batical officers about. I’m of the opinion 
that you’d have to have strong grounds to 
do so, and I think it’s very circumstantial 
if that makes sense. I wouldn’t necessarily 
say no to it ever, but I also think that you’d 
have to have extremely strong grounds to 
do so and I’d be really hesitant to put a 
blanket answer on the whole question.

What was your own experience as a 
fresher and do you have any advice? 
I loved Freshers’ Week, just meeting so 
many different people and all these op-
portunities being thrown at you; it was 
a whirlwind. I think everybody felt abso-
lutely knackered by the end of it but it’s an 
amazing opportunity to get involved with 
loads of different things. That would be 
my advice: sign up to all sorts of societies, 
sports teams, come along to our Freshers’ 
Fair, come along to all the events. Get to 
know different people as well, I think it’s 
an amazing opportunity to meet people 
from all different backgrounds and to 
make some amazing friends that you’ll 
stay friends with probably for life.

Interview by Oscar Bentley. This inter-
view has been abridged for print
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NIGHTLIFE

Fibbers is both a club and a live music 
venue. Split between two rooms the big-
ger room plays house while the smaller 
room is indie favourite Bier Keller. Be-
ware, switching between the rooms can 
be a very disorientating experience, or 
the perfect break from your usual tunes. 
Revs is supposedly the “smart club” 
where the usual trainers and jeans combo 
is swapped for a nice shirt or heels. A pho-
tographer waits at the end of the queue, 
so perhaps a night to be more reserved at 
pres if you want to look good. 

As well as the official club night ven-
ues, there are many other destinations. 
Mansion is another popular nightclub 
and hosts alternative events. On Friday 
there’s Phats, the main house and grime 
night in York. Alternatively there is Koh 
Samui at Salvos if you want a repeat of 
Wednesday. Other unofficial students 
nights are Blackbox with undeground 
techno, Soulcandy at Fibbers with high 
octane disco belters, and many more. 
The best way to keep up to date is keep-
ing a keen eye on Facebook.  

Kuda generally plays house music 
and often hosts reality stars, or quasi-
famous DJs - Basshunter attended last 
year. Along with the main room, which 
can be described as a bit of a pit, there is 
a “Tiki bar”,  which plays more RnB and 
is styled in a Hawiian theme, featuring 
a small van which you can attempt to 
sit in. Salvo is more of a crowd pleaser 
with largely pop, and an RnB room up-
stairs. A regular haunt for York’s sport 
clubs, expect fancy dress and sweat.  

York boasts a metropolitan nightlife. 
There is a wide range of clubs and bars 
in the city, so you are certain to find 
the right place for you, whether you 
like cheesy pop or drum and bass. The 
official York student club nights are 
run by York Parties and only students 
are permitted entry so don’t forget to 
bring your student card! The official 
student nights are Entourage at Kuda 
on Tuesdays, Salvation Wednesdays, 
Throwback Thursdays at  Fibbers and 
Revolution on Sundays.

Words by Joseph Silke and Izzy Moore

 IMAGES: EMILY TAYLOR
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One of the smaller venues is Society,  
the regular pit stop before you venture 
into your club of choice. With cocktails 
served in buckets and only the top 40 
playing, make sure to bring your Stu-
dent card as otherwise it’s not free. 
Popworld, and Nouse guilty pleasure 
Flares, meanwhile attract a slightly 
older crowd. If you cringe at the sight 
of middle age Hen nights, you might 
want to avoid. However, Popworld does 
feature a revolving dance floor so...

York is famous for its pubs. Legend has 
it that there is a pub in York for every 
single day of the year. However, what is 
undoubtedly true is that you are spoiled 
for choice. York has two Spoons: Pos-
tern Gate on Piccadilly and Punch Bowl 
by Micklegate Bar. The Charles is a pop-
ular pub due to its proximity to campus. 
Others include the Black Bull, Ye Old 
Star Inn, and, Rook and Gaskell. Brew 
York is an independent brewhouse on 
Walmgate which has a yard overlooking 
the River Foss. 

If you don’t feel like going into town, 
there are several bars on campus. Der-
went has D-Bar and Courtyard, popular 
for its food. There’s the Vanbrugh Arms, 
(also known as V-Bar) and The Lounge 
is in James, which mainly serves cock-
tails. Hes East’s only bar is Glasshouse, 
which also serves food. They occasion-
ally host campus club nights like Time 
Warp and Marmite. Derwent host club 
nights throughout the year in D-Bar 
including Big-D in the summer which 
featured the Vengaboys. 

There is an excellent variety of other 
bars too. Stone Roses is ideal for Brit-
pop and ‘Blue Shit’. Evil Eye has the 
largest number of different gins in the 
entire world with over 1000. Valhalla is 
a recently opened Viking themed bar, 
paying tribute to York’s Danish heritage. 
Drawing Board and Dusk neighbour 
each other and are both great cocktail 
bars, as are Turtle Bay, Banyan, and 
Bora Bora. Fossgate near the Shambles 
is lined with unique bars like Fossgate 
Social, The Hop, and Cosy Club.

IMAGE: JAMES JIN

9



BUCS
The lifeblood of university sport is BUCS 
(British Universities and Colleges Sport) 
which organises nearly all inter-univer-
sity sports competitions that university 
teams participate in. The competitions 
culminate in BUCS Wednesdays when 
the bulk of league fixtures take place and 
BUCS tournaments and cups which run 
more infrequently. Getting involved with 
university sport, whether as a spectator or 
by joining a club, is a great way to add an 
extra level to your university experience. 
Not all sports have a BUCS competition 
but make sure to follow York’s Handball 
Club as they enter teams into a league for 
the first time this year. 

College sport
College sport is a more casual 
way to get involved with 
sport at York. Each col-
lege competes with the 
other eight for the pride 
of becoming the best on 
campus for the year. It 
is characterised by its 
thriving social life. 
The inter-college 
rivalries are most 
potent in the mul-
titude of compe-
titions that run 
across the year. 
These include the 
summer inter-col-
lege tournaments in 
many sports and the qualifiers for 
the College Varsity tournament in 
spring term. Make sure to look 
out for Nouse’s much-anticipated

SPORT
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Fantasy Football competition for the Col-
lege Cup which runs in the summer term.

College Varsity
Another fierce rivalry that York has is 
with Durham University. Each year, the 
best York colleges face Durham’s colleges 
in the College Varsity tournament. Like 
R o s e s , the hosing responsi-
bil- ities alternate 

each year and 
this year, it 
is Durham’s 
turn to host. 
Nouse Sport 
will run cov-

erage of the 
event from 

Durham as York 
looks to retain 

the trophy 
after

last year’s convincing home victory. Dur-
ham are the self-proclaimed “best team 
sports university” and winning two years 
running would be a great feat for York.

Roses
BUCS and college sport run all year, but 
the highlight of the sporting calendar is 
Roses: the annual varsity tournament 
between York and Lancaster. The sum-
mer tournament hosts more than 100 
matches over a jam-packed three-day 
weekend. This year’s tournament will see 
York seeking to avenge their comprehen-
sive 225.5-126.5 drubbing on Lancastrian 
soil last year.

The tournament is named for the 
War of the Roses, in which the House of 
York (the White Rose) and House of Lan-
caster (the Red Rose) did battle for the 
English throne. The stakes of this conflict 
pale in comparison to the spoils of Roses: 
The Carter James Trophy.

York will be encouraged that the 
hosts of the last ten Roses tournaments 
have gone on to claim the Carter James 
Trophy. This year could see the overall 
lead that York has held since 2009 finally 
be surmounted as Lancaster come to 

our place trying to even up the scores 
which currently stands at 27-26 

to York. Nouse covered the away 
event last year and look for-
ward to not sleeping in a 
lecture hall whilst cover-
ing York exploits this time 
around.

Within this showpiece 
tournament, the big events 

are the opening and closing cer-
emonies which York lost both after 

having a sizeable lead in each last time 
around.

Words by Chay Quinn
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societies
The range of societies on offer at York is 
wide, with over 200 to pick from ranging 
from music and performance to games 
and fandom. Some highlights include 
DramaSoc, one of the most active univer-
sity Drama Societies in the country, put-
ting on a weekend show and an open dra-
ma night (ODN) of original writing every 
w e e k of term time in the Drama 

B a r n , 

their 
v e r y 
own perfor-
mance space, 
Fashion Soci-
ety, who host 
everything from 
fashion shows to 
debates, and Yo-
gaSoc, who host 
four classes a week 
from beginners to the more 
experienced. Every politi-
cal party is represented on 
campus, as is every major 
religion, with a host of 
course based societies 
also there to help im-
prove employability 
and host course so-
cials. There’re even a 
few specialist inter-
est societies ranging 
from Douglas Adams 
Society (DougSoc) to Taylor Swift Society 
(SwitftSoc). Lots of societies host a range 
of socials, from your regular club nights 
out and bar crawls to pub quizzes, food 
nights, and even ranging to black tie win-
ter balls. Not sure what society is for you? 
Why not head to a Give it a Go session?

media
York can be described as the fleet street 
of student journalism due to the range of 
media groups; from Nouse, York’s oldest 
student society with the largest commit-

tee on campus (producing three 48-page 
broadsheet-style editions a term), to Uni-
versity Radio York (URY) the oldest legal 
independent radio station in the UK, who 
broadcast 24 hours a day during term 
time, to York Student Television (YSTV), 
who produce short films, produce studio 
TV programmes, and film live events like 
Roses and the YUSU Elections. Also on 
offer is York Student Cinema, screening 

recent(ish) films three times a 
week, The Lemon Press, a sa-

tirical magazine, and York 
Vision, campus’ very own 
red top tabloid.

volunteering
Volunteering in the com-
munity is a great way to 
enhance your skills and 
make a difference locally. 
Some YUSU volunteering 
projects include Thea-
tre in Schools, who run 
drama-based workshops 
for primary school chil-
dren, Teddy Bear Hospi-
tal, which helps children 
ages 5-7 feel comfort-
able around healthcare 
p r o f e s -

sion-
als, and 

Sexpression, 
which pro-
vides reliable 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
about sex, re-
l a t i o n s h i p s , 
and sexual-
ity to empower 
young peo-
ple. There’s 
also the 
two ‘nights’ 
which work 
to help 
students – 
Nightline, a 
confidential 

listening service for students here and 
at York St John, and Nightsafe, who pa-
trol the city centre on club nights helping 
make sure vulnerable students are safe 
on a night out.

rag
Raising and Giving (RAG) organises a 
range of fundraising activities to ben-
efit YUSU’s partner charities, who are 
currently Action for Children and IDAS 
(Independent Domestic Abuse Services), 
with each college also having their own 
RAG partner charity. Every year RAG 
Week hosts a week of activities to raise 
funds, with other activities throughout 
the year including Jailbreak, running 
the Budapest Marathon, the Three Peaks 
Challenge and a bungee jump over the 
Ron Cooke Hub lake!

Words by Oscar Bentley

Societies and more
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eating out

GOJI CAFE
One of the best places to 

go in York if you are either 
vegetarian or vegan. Goji is a 

daytime cafe that serves break-
fast and a range of lunches, including 

soups and mushroom burgers. It is lo-
cated, like many of York’s best spots, on 
Goodramgate and offers a range of food 
and drink to take away as well.

Ambiente
York’s place to go for tasty tapas is split 
across two locations in the city centre. 
There’s the bigger restaurant on Fos-
sgate and then the more bar-like loca-
tion on Goodramgate. Both serve an 
extensive menu of Spanish cuisine, 
with a bustling atmosphere that works 
for a big party, but some smaller tables 
in the windows are just as nice. As with 
most tapas, things can get a bit costly 
if you’re not careful, but the food is so 
good it’s hard to resist. Quick and ef-
ficient service make it one of the best 
places to eat out in York.

VAQUEiROS
Vaqueiros is a Brazilian ro-

dizio restaurant in the heart of 
town. Brazilian cuisine is heavily 

meat-based. This manifests itself in 
the way food is served here: the staff 
periodically bring skewers of freshly-
cooked meat to your table. This all-you-
can-eat offer is indeed an offer, not a 
challenge. Trying to eat all 13 variants 
of meat they offer is futile; Vaqueiros 
always wins. 

MUMBAI LOUNGE
York has a couple of curry houses to 
choose from, including 29 States oppo-
site Clifford’s Tower. Mumbai Lounge is 
a reliable bet, with a large menu so that 
you can spend an extraordinary amount 
of time deciding how much spice you 
can handle. With friendly staff and a 
lovely, welcoming space on Fossgate, 
Mumbai Lounge makes for a great, af-
fordable curry night with friends.

DELRiOS
York is home to a range of chain Ital-
ians. Prezzo, Zizzie and the like are 
always a safe bet, but it’s nice to visit 
somewhere a bit different sometimes. 
Delrio’s restaurant is a little less central 
than some (up the hill from the station) 
but is a cosy, family-run option. Af-
ter entering at street-level you will 
go underground to a delight-
ful rustic cellar. The food is 
decent value and offers 
a range of Italian fa-
vourites. Definite-
ly worth a punt.

GATEHOUSE
York is full of picturesque coffee houses, 
but this is one of the city’s finest loca-
tions. Hidden within the city walls at 
the end of Walmgate, Gatehouse Coffee 
is something of a TARDIS. From the 
outside, you might assume you’d never 
get a seat in there, but the cafe actually 
stretchs over two floors, a roof terrace 
and a long line of tables atop the arches 
of the city walls. With relatively low 
prices and a menu of delicious, gener-
ously portioned paninis, it is one of 
York’s many hidden gems.

york roast co.
After going viral last year, it is hard 
to have been in York recently without 
noticing the incredible popularity of 
the York Roast Company. Often seen 
with queues out the door, it is largely 
a takeaway option, offering the mas-
sively popular YorkyPud wrap. It’s es-
sentially a roast dinner all wrapped 
up inside a Yorkshire pudding. 
Heavy and somewhat tricky to 
eat, it is nevertheless an in-
dulgent treat for anyone 
who loves a roast. It 
also stays open late 
for an unusual 
p o s t - p a r ty 
treat.

Words by  Andrew Young and Chay 
Quinn
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Live EVENTS in york

York Theatre Royal
This theatre has a great variety of produc-
tions: from to plays everybody has heard 
of to more obscure productions; from bal-
let to panto; from opera to Madagascar 
- The Musical.
To look out for:
No Such Thing as a Fish  28/10/18
Sense & Sensiblity 06/11/18 till 10/11/18
Madagascar - The Musical 26/02/19 till 
02/03/19
Noughts & Crosses 02/04/19 till 06/04/19 

Fibbers
Not just your midweek nightclub, Fibbers 
offer a range of live music from the likes 
of underground indie rock bands to live 
DJs.
To look out for:
Skinny Living 28/09/18 FREE SHOW
We Are Scientists 21/10/18
Live/Wire 27/10/18
Skindred 23/11/18

The Crescent
The centre offers a range of underground 
live music, comedy shows and a variety of 
community events. The Crescent is a 
favourite of the Music Team.

Top look out for:
Skinny Pelembe 02/10/18
YAK 23/10/18
Jamali Maddix: Vape Lord 3/10/18

The Great Yorkshire Fringe
A summer festival that goes on in York 
City Centre during July each year. The 
festival features comedy, theatre and mu-
sic from around Yorkshire.

The Basement
This is the place of some variety. From 
record fairs, quiz nights, tribute bands, 
open mic nights, cabaret and live music, 
they’re sure to have what you’re looking 
for!
To look out for:
Open Mic Night 06/10/18
Velma Celli Cabaret 13/10/18
Say Owt spoken-word season Ongoing
Laugh Out Loud Comedy Club Recurring 
events all year

NCEM
The National Centre for Early Music fo-
cuses on classical music and instrumental 
concerts and festivals that are held across 
the city.

To look out for:
Talisk 23/10/18
‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ 10/11/18

Barbican
The big names of contemporary and 
classical music. Although they also host 
dance, theatre, film, stand-up and visual 
arts.
To look out for:
‘Music That Saved A Decade’ till 03/10/18
RY X with London Contemporary Orchet-
ra 12/10/18 
Jason Manford: Muddle Class 5/10/18
Echo and The Bunnymen 22/10/18

Grand Opera House York
Don’t be fooled by the name, very little 
opera makes its way to the Opera House. 
Rather you’ll get a a lot of comedy shows 
and musicals. 
To look our for:
Dirty Dancing 08/10/18 till 13/10/18
Horrible Histories 30/10/18 till 03/11/18
Bowie Experience 02/12/18
It’s in Your Nature to Destroy Yourselves: 
Nish Kumar 14/03/19

Words by Beth Colquhoun, Chay Quinn, 
and Emily Taylor
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Money Money Money
Cook your own food. The hectic uni life-
style will make it seem enticing to eat out 
or live on ready-meals but both are an ex-
pensive indulgence. Once you’ve worked 
out a small repertoire of quick meals, it 
will be easy, and much, much cheaper (not 
to mention healthier) to make the effort 
yourself.

Brave the walk to Aldi. As you will discov-
er, it is a bit of a trek from campus to get to 
York’s only discount supermarket. You will 
no doubt be tempted to shop elsewhere, but 
resist the temptation because, compared to 
anywhere else in York, Aldi is miraculously 
cheap. If the idea of that cold, lonely walk 
puts you off, then attempt the expedition 
with some friends and it will barely seem 
like a chore. 

Explore the joys of second-hand. If you’re 
itching for a shopping trip but wary of up-
setting your bank account, try out a couple 
of York’s charity shops. Admittedly, you 
have to work harder to find nice things 
than you would in Topshop, but look hard 
enough and you can often dig out some 
gems. 

Work together. When it comes to com-
modities like ketchup or salt or washing 
up liquid, you are unlikely to get through 
an entire bottle on your own. If you can 
persuade your flatmates to chip in for a 
large communal bottle, then you will save 
money and protect yourself from the trau-
ma of seeing eight practically full bottles 
of ketchup thrown away at the end of the 
final term. 

Be laundry-smart. Once you’ve navigated 
your way through the web of confusion 
that is Circuit Laundry, there are some 
ways to save on clothes washing, such as 
doing big loads every few weeks and hand-
washing small loads in between. It is also 
worth investing in a clothes airer to save 
on tumble-drying. 

Cut down on meat. Meat is probably the 
most expensive food item on your shop-
ping list, so cutting it out of your diet will 
save you far more than you realise. Another 
bonus is that it is a lot easier for the uncon-
fident student chefs to avoid accidentally 
poisoning themselves if they’re not trying 
to cook with meat. 

Pre-drink. Buying drinks in clubs will drain 
your bank account faster than you can say 
Fibbers, so if you do drink, make sure you 
source your alcohol from a supermarket 
(again, not Nisa), and drink before you go 
out. Alternatively, a good way to save mon-
ey is to drink less. But that might be 
easier said than done…

Words by Rosemary 
Evans
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In crisis now? 

Emergency Services: 999

Emergency Campus 
Security Services: 
01904 32 3333

Non-emergency Campus 
Security Services:
01904 32 4444

Non-emergency police: 101

Non-life threatening NHS line: 111

YorSexualHealth: 01904 721111

Badger Hill Pharmacy: 01904 414912

York Hospital Accident and 
Emergency: 01904 631313

University Health Centre:
01904 72 1820

Each college has College Tutors who 
provide confidential support.

Nightline: 
Confidential listening service run by stu-
dents for students. Also provides free 
sexual health supplies and information. 
01904 323735 (OR 3735 from any UoY 
phone), open 8pm-8am every term time 
night. 

Samaritans: 116 123 (free to call, 24 
hour calling service)

Chaplaincy:
A support service offering pastoral 
counsel from Catholic, Anglican, and 
Methodist chaplains to those of any faith 
and none.
http://www.yorkchaplaincy.org

OpenDoor: 
University of York’s team of profession-
als for students experiencing 
mental health difficulties.
01904 324140
opendoor@york.ac.uk. 

Citizens Advice Bureau: 
The CAB offer free, confidential and in-
dependent advice for everyone. They can 
help with welfare benefits, debt, hous-
ing, employment and consumer rights.
0344 411 1444

Crisis and Access Service York: 
01904 610700

Mind Your Head:
Mind Your Head is a volunteer-led men-
tal health campaign. The campaign 
aims to promote greater awareness and 
understanding of mental health issues 
and to combat the stigma around such 
issues.
info-myh@yorkgsa.org

Student Hub:
For information and support on Student 
Finance, health and wellbeing, disabil-
ity, immigration, private housing, child-
care. 
01904 324140 
student-hub@york.ac.uk

Bridge House 
(Sexual Assault 
Referral 
Centre): 
0330 223 0362 
(9am-5pm) 
24 hour answer phone.
Out of hours helpline: 
0330 223 0099

Independent 
Domestic Abuse 
Services: 03000 110 110

YUSU Advice and Support Centre: 
01904 32 3724

Graduate Students Association (GSA) 
Wefare Advice: 
01904 32 2718 
advice@yorkgsa.org

Survive: Helpline: 
A helpline supporting survivors of rape 
and sexual assault in North Yorkshire
01904 642830 
(Wednesdays 1:00pm to 3:30pm) 
Office: 01904 638813,
survive-northyork.org.uk

Advice & Support Centre (ASC):
ASC provides independent advice and 
guidance to students on academic and 
personal issues. Office hours: 10am - 
4pm, Monday to Friday.
Arrange an appointment via email or 
over the phone
asc@yusu.org
01904 323724 

Report maintenance problems
www.york.ac.uk/fix-my-room

help & support
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Chief 
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Official picket lines include Heslington Hall and outside King's Manor Continued on P. 4

AN OPEN LETTER has been 
sent to University of York Vice 
Chancellor Koen Lamberts, ask-
ing him to personally issue a pub-
lic statement in support of main-
taining a defined benefit pension 
system. Lamberts is the national 
Chair of the Employers Pen-
sion Forum for Higher Educa-
tion (EPF), which arguably puts 
greater precedence and focus 
upon both Lamberts and York as 
the strikes continue.

The letter outlines how the 
undersigned support defined 
benefit (DB) pension schemes, 
stating: “The UUK proposal to 
reduce DB pensions to £0 repre-
sents an alarming devaluation of 
our work. Independent actuarial 
analysis and extensive research 
have also cast doubt on both the 
idea that the pension fund is at 
risk, and that the UUK proposal 
would secure it.” The dispute at 
the heart of the strike revolves 
around the issue of pension re-
forms from a system of defined 
benefit to defined contribution, 
which could lead to a loss of £10 

000 per annum for each lecturer 
from their pensions.

The undersigned, which 
at the time of writing totalled 
some 633 (with an aim of 1000), 
also noted that that they were 
“heartened” that Universities 
UK (UUK) and the University 
and College Union (UCU) have 
resumed talks as the strikes con-
tinue. The letter further notes 
that the undersigned think that 
a defined benefit pension scheme 
is vital to the University’s “ability 
to recruit and retain the most tal-
ented educators and staff.” They 
go on to say that the elimina-
tion of defined benefit schemes 
“would endanger the world-class 
teaching and research we pro-
vide, not only in York, but across 
the United Kingdom.”

The letter continues with a 
personal appeal to Lamberts in 
his roles not only as Vice Chan-
cellor but also as the Chair of 
the EPF, stating that “you [Lam-
berts] have an opportunity to 
demonstrate your commitment 
to the people, labour, and student 
learning that make our university 
what it is.” 

Anthony Forster, Vice Chan-
cellor of the University of Essex 

Continued on P. 7

Vice Chancellor
receives open 
letter as strikes 
enter third week

• VC Koen Lamberts is national Chair of the          
Employers Pension Forum for Higher Education

• Over 600 academics and students sign open letter 
asking the VC to support defined benefit pensions

Tuesday 06 March 2018

London Fashion Week
Our 16 page magazine supplement explores 

the latest tips and trends from the show
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Paddington
"Paddington is nothing to do 

with Brexit" P.9

ON THE 13 March Lord Bilimoria 
has been invited to open the Univer-
sity’s new Piazza building. However, 
this move has created upset amongst 
some university staff as a result of 
Lord Bilimoria’s past actions. The 
crossbench peer, who has been Chair 
of the Cobra Beer Partnership since 
2009, faced scrutiny in 2016 as a re-
sult of his involvement in the Pana-
ma papers scandal.

A Guardian investigation into 
the leaked Panama Papers two years 
ago revealed that Lord Bilimoria was 
linked to offshore firms. A Guardian 
article described how Bilimoria “ap-
pears as one of more than 100 share-
holders in a Virgin Islands company 
called Mulberry Holdings Asset Lim-
ited.” In addition, “Lord Bilimoria 
was criticised for using a 'pre-pack' 
deal to buy back a stake in the firm. 
He spoke out against claims he aban-
doned creditors with debts of £71m, 
and promised to repay them some of 
the cash.”

To this Lord Bilimoria re-
sponded stating that Mulberry was 
a dormant company formed “for my 
ex-shareholders in Cobra, many of 
whom are not resident in the UK”. 
He also stated that he was taxed in 
the UK for his entire global income 
and all of his interests are declared.

The event itself is scheduled to 
include a welcome from the Vice-
Chancellor before Lord Bilimoria 
will make a speech for roughly 40 
minutes.    This will be followed by a 

Jacob Phillips
EDITOR

Oscar Bentley 
DEPUTY EDITOR
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more than just a month
VEGANUARY

LAST WEDNESDAY, 6 June, saw 
over 50 students gather on Hes 
East to perform a Bungee Jump to 
raise money for the charities Ac-
tion for Children and Independent 
Domestic Abuse Services (IDAS), 
the YUSU RAG charities. Students 
were raised into the air on a plat-
form suspended by crane before 
swan diving from a height of 75 
feet. They then bounced and hung 
in mid air over the lake, before be-
ing slowly lowered to the ground, 
with the entire experience on aver-
age lasting five minutes. 

The preparation leading up 
to the event has been going on for 
many weeks, with participants 
fundraising since 2 May through 
fundraising website JustGiving. 
To participate, students had to pay 
a deposit of £30, and had a fund-
raising target of £75 - which was 
needed to cover the costs of hiring 
the bungee jump equipment. In 

total the event raised an impres-
sive £6485 through the JustGiving 
page, which will be used to support 
the work of the RAG charities.  

The event had been organised 
by YUSU RAG Officers Elina Kukk 
and Lucy Waldren. Kukk expressed 
delight that the event was “abso-
lutely incredible - we’re so proud 
of everyone, such a good effort to 
fundraise through the exam peri-
od! Our committee has done a tre-
mendous job pulling this off as our 
first event - and the bungee jump 
showed exactly why RAG is such a 
joy to be a part of!” 

The top three student fund-
raisers managed to raise £345.53, 
£298.22, and £294.53 respectively, 
with Ashlyn Goubault-Ebanks rais-
ing the highest amount. Both brave 
and sickly faces ascended up on 
the platform, with Nouse’s Editor 
Jacob Phillips failing to jump after 
the “3…2…1” and having to have his 
countdown restarted.  

Mikey Collinson, YUSU Stu-
dent Activities Officer, commend-
ed the efforts of Elina and Lucy, 
thanking them and the YUSU RAG 

CHANGES TO THE bus routes 
66 and 66A run by First Bus have 
sparked a backlash by students. In 
a survey conducted by Nouse, which 
had 94 respondents, 62.8 per cent 
said that they were unhappy about 
the changes to the routes, while 66 
per cent said they felt they weren’t 
adequately informed about the 
changes, and 54.3 per cent said that 

the changes will be an inconven-
ience to them.

From Sunday 20 May, routes 66 
and 66A have essentially swapped, 
with the 66 now travelling along 
Field Lane from Heslington West 
to the Heslingotn East interchange, 
while the 66A now travels down 
Lakeside Way alongside the Hes 
East departments and colleges. The 
66 allegedly runs every seven or 
eight minutes Monday-Friday, while 
the 66A runs every 15 minutes. This 
means that for students wanting to 
travel home from academic depart-
ments on Hes East, their waiting 

time has essentially been doubled.
Nouse has received various 

complaints about the changes, with 
one student commenting that the 
changes "will make it harder for 
students who study on Hes East to 
get to their courses on time, as the 
66, which is twice as regular as the 
66A, will no longer stop next to the 
departments, and will instead stop 
halfway across campus”, while vari-
ous complainants lament the incon-
venience of the change, with one 
Constantine student complaining  
that they feared being late for their 
exams due to the changes occurring 

during the assessment period. Oth-
er students, however, were pleased 
with the changes, with one student 
stating they "take into consideration 
people living in Badger Hill”.

The changes have been made 
because of the condition of Lakeside 
Way, which is becoming malformed 
and sinking into the ground due to 
Hes East being built on ex-marsh-
land, causing damage to the under-
carriage of the buses and covering 
them with mud and dirt.

YUSU President Alex Urquhart 
expressed his concerns with the 
changes publicly on social media, 

stating that they will significantly 
extend travel time to “almost every 
facility” on Hes East, while con-
demning what he saw as an access 
risk due to the new routes forcing 
students to walk down “steep and 
poorly-lit” areas of campus.

Another key concern raised 
is the restriction of access to York 
Sport Village (YSV) as the less fre-
quent 66A now provides access to 
YSV, with 81.7 per cent of Nouse 
survey respondents stating that the 
route changes will make them less 
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Changes to First Bus routes sparks backlash
Jumpers were given a fundraising target of £75, with the top fundraiser raising over £345 for RAG charities Continued on P. 6

Laura Carruthers speaks 
about mental health P.8

• 66A now runs down Lakeside Way, doubling waiting times for those catching the bus from colleges and departments on Heslington East
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York suffers a 225.5-126.5 Roses defeat, read more in our supplement Continued on P. 7

THE UNIVERSITY OF York’s 
mean gender pay gap is 19.31 per 
cent, a recently released report 
has revealed, higher than the 
national average of 14.1 per cent. 
Under new statutory gender pay 
reporting legislation, organisa-
tions had to release their gender 
pay gap reports by midnight on 4 
April, with the University releas-
ing theirs ahead of the deadline 
in March.

The University’s mean gen-
der pay gap, or the difference 
between the mean hourly rates of 
pay for male and female full pay 
employees, was revealed as 19.31 
per cent, a slight decrease from 
2016's 19.71 per cent, while the 
median gender pay gap, or the 
difference between the median 
hourly rates of pay, ranked at 
17.72 per cent, again a slight drop 
from 18.61 per cent, however is 
staggeringly higher than the UK 
average of 9.1 per cent.

The report also revealed a 47 
per cent to 53 per cent split of the 
University’s staff, however more 
male employees receive bonuses, 
at 4.59 per cent as opposed to 
3.86 per cent, with a staggering 
overall mean gender bonus gap of 
73.97 per cent, significantly high-
er than the UK average of 40 per 
cent. However, the high mean bo-

nus gap has been warped by the 
inclusion of eight recipients of 
NHS Clinical Excellence Awards, 
given to qualified medical profes-
sionals jointly employed by the 
University and the NHS, funded 
by the NHS with the University 
having nothing to do with the de-
termination of these awards. This 
leaves the median of 4.38 per 
cent as a more accurate portrayal 
of the University’s gender bonus 
gap, which in turn is significantly 
lesser than the UK average.

The report further reveals 
that the uppermost pay quartile 
of the University is male domi-
nated (comprising 62 per cent of 
the quartile), as opposed to the 
lower most pay quartile where 
males comprise only 37 per cent 
compared to 63 per cent for fe-
males. These findings infer that 
the senior roles and highest pay-
ing jobs at the University, and 
as such the University’s senior 
management, are overwhelm-
ingly male, with the University’s    
Executive   Board itself having a 
slight majority of males.

In response to these find-
ings, the University says it has 
resolved to tackle what it calls 
its “unacceptable” mean hourly 
rate gender pay gap by trying to 
understand the barriers to the 
recruitment and promotion of all 
females, by encouraging females 
to apply for senior roles, intro-
ducing unconscious bias training 

Continued on P. 4

York gender pay 
gap higher than 
national average

• 62 per cent of the uppermost pay quartile is male, 
while the lower most quartile is 63 per cent female

• The University's mean Gender Pay Gap is 19.31 
per cent, 5.21 per cent higher than the average
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Roses 2018
Away loss for York as Lancaster 

claims victory P.28

YORK'S FULL-TIME Sabbatical 
Officers have begun a campaign to 
raise money for the Charlie Watkins 
Foundation, which will culminate 
in the team completing a skydive 
this month. The charity, established 
in memory of York Criminology 
graduate Charlie Watkins, aims to 
raise awareness of mental health is-
sues affecting young people in high-
er education. Charlie Watkins took 
his own life at the age of 22 on 13 
March last year.

The recent graduate of the class 
of 2017 had landed a job working 
at York Chocolate Story museum in 
the city centre but was let go after 
his participation in four-day filming 
for an episode of the matchmaking 
programme Take Me Out led to him 
not turning up for work. In the epi-
sode, which was later broadcast in 
his memory with the consent of his 
family, Charlie expressed regret at 
failing to find love during his three 
years at the University of York. 

In a statement released last 
month, the sabb officers announced 
plans to fundraise for the Founda-
tion. York Sport President Laura 
Carruthers, who was friends with 
Charlie, said of the campaign: “We 
want to raise awareness to students 
about mental health issues and raise 
money for the Foundation who do 
brilliant work in educating people 
about the stigma surrounding sui-
cide.” Charlie had long suffered with 
mental health issues since he was a 

Oscar Bentley 
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ON 18 OCTOBER the University 
witnessed a discreet visit from Is-
raeli Ambassador to the UK Mark 
Regev, as part of his tour of the 
north east of England. As a result 

of the event being promoted, rather 
than reveal that Regev would be vis-
iting, the University of York’s Open 
Lecture team decided to instead 
promote the event as “‘In conver-
sation’ with a high-profile Middle 
Eastern speaker.” 

In addition to security meas-
ures provided by the University, 
there was also a large private secu-
rity presence. Regev was accompa-

nied by both suited police and his 
own personal body guards, with a 
member of security was placed at 
every available exit for the entirety 
of the event.

Furthermore, the identity of 
Regev was kept quiet until as late as 
possible. It was not until 6am on the 
day of the lecture that all informa-
tion about the event was disclosed 
to the general public. Consequently, 

there was no backlash or protest 
from students prior to or during 
the event, and the ambassador was 
able to swiftly leave the scene undis-
turbed. 

In addition, students were 
only able to attend the event if they 
booked a ticket in advance using 
their University email account, re-
quiring both a student ID card and 
another form of ID to cross refer-

ence with. Due to only a small num-
ber of students being able to attend, 
tickets were quick to run out and all 
tickets were booked five days before 
the event. All tickets were provided 
to students for free. 

Spectators at the event stated 
that it ran smoothly and slightly 
quieter than they were expecting, 
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AN ONLINE SURVEY conducted 
by YUSU has revealed the “both 
eye-opening and shocking” state of 
some off-campus accommodation 
in York. The survey, which had 60 
respondents, revealed that 70 per 
cent of properties either currently 
have mould or damp, or exhibit 
evidence of having had such in the 
past, while 60 per cent said that 
there was no up to date PAT testing 
on all electronic equipment pro-
vided by the landlord. 43.3 per cent 
also reported having no up to date 
gas safety check, and 8.3 per cent 
also reported overcrowding.

YUSU’s survey was commis-
sioned at the request of Councillor 
Michael Pavlovic, Labour member 

for Hull Road Ward, where many 
off-campus second and third-year, 
as well as postgraduate students 
live. At a City of York Full Council 
Meeting last Thursday 26 October, 
Cllr Pavlovic proposed a motion to 
make all landlords, regardless of 
the size of their House of Multiple 
Occupation (HMO), register with 
the council or face a £30 000 fine, 
which was unanimously supported 
cross-party, including by the execu-
tive member for housing.

Houses jointly rented by stu-
dents that are owned by private 
landlords are classed as HMOs, 
which means landlords have extra 
responsibilities than private rent-
als such as: having proper fire safety 
measures in place, annual gas safety 
checks, the electrics checked every 
five years, that there are enough 
bathroom and cooking facilities for 

Jacob Phillips
EDITOR

Living Below the Line
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YUSU survey reveals 
‘shocking’ state of 
off-campus housing

Weinstein

• Stories of bed bug infestations, exposed wiring, and    
mushrooms growing due to extent of damp in one bedroom

• Council passes motion to make all landlords of Houses of 
Multiple Occupation register or face a £30 000 fine

Continued on P. 6

ScandalStudents experience the realities of living 
with extreme poverty  M.4
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lARKINS
THE  ORWELLS

5 AFTER  MIDNIGHT

rising stars

WELCOME MEETING: MEET THE EDITORS 2 October, 18:00 (Week 2) in P/X/001

FULL TEAM ELECTIONS 8 October, 18:30 (Week 3) in SLB/118

Find more info on our Facebook and Twitter pages, or email editor@nouse.co.uk with any questions.
Come and chat to us at Freshers’ Fair too - we’ll be in The Vanbrugh Arms!
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YUSU HAVE ANNOUNCED that 
their sole retail outlet is to close 
for business after over ten years of 
trading. YUSU Shop, situated on 
Market Square alongside Nisa and 
Peacock’s Hair, will be closing at a 
date after the end of the current ac-
ademic year, following the decision 
not to renew their leases, which end 
around the final quarter of 2018.

A press release from YUSU 
President Alex Urquhart, embar-
goed until Monday 15 January, re-
vealed the planned closure, with 
the statement later being shared on 
the Sabbatical Officer’s official Fa-
cebook profiles. Urquhart cited the 
changing nature of the retail indus-
try for the closure, explaining how 
operating a retail outlet on campus 
had been a struggle for YUSU for 
many years, and that maintaining 
the outlet is no longer sustainable. 
YUSU shop has reached the point 
where “it is no longer financially vi-
able to continue YUSU shop in its 
current form.”

The statement further noted 
that changing market trends, the 
advent of competition, both online 
and locally, and rising costs in gen-
eral, were significant contributing 
factors to the decision to close the 
doors of YUSU shop for business. 
It also noted how the retail indus-
try as a whole has been faced with 
an unprecedented revolution, with 
customers leaving a traditional high 
street model, a trend which has 
been “well documented recently in 
the national media.”

Shop staff were informed about 
the decision prior to the announce-
ment. Redeployment opportunities 

AN INVESTIGATION BY Nouse 
has discovered that last year the 
University of York used 2 417 676 
kWh from renewable energy sourc-
es, which is 40 per cent of all heat 
and electricity used. This means 
that the remaining 60 per cent of 
electrical energy consumed comes 

from CHP self-generated electric-
ity. 

This is a marginal improve-
ment on the previous year, in which 
38 per cent of heat and electricity 
on campus came from renewable 
energy sources. The University de-
pends on two main sources for its 
renewable energy, namely solar 
and biomass. Solar energy is prom-
inent, with 26 253 kWh of elec-
tricity being generated from the 
80 solar panels, placed in various 
locations across both campuses. 

Meanwhile, the University’s car-
bon management plan states that 
increasingly using biomass boilers 
will directly prevent 3 468 tonnes 
of carbon from being emitted by 
2020. 

Overall the carbon manage-
ment plan hopes that the Univer-
sity will produce 20 476 tonnes 
fewer of carbon dioxide by 2020. In 
order to do so, it plans to update us-
age information and monitoring by 
upgrading facilities to make them 
more eco-friendly. Introducing new 

low carbon sources is also listed 
as a priority if the University is to 
achieve its goal of reducing carbon 
emissions by 43 per cent by 2020. 

Currently the main source 
of heat energy on the university     
campus comes from the central 
boiler house. This  facility dates 
back to the 1960s when the Univer-
sity was originally founded, yet it 
is to witness a significant upgrade.
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The University of York’s 
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student society

40% of energy on campus is renewable

Jacob Phillips
EDITOR

Our New Hope?
Does Rian Johnson’s latest Star Wars 

installment live up to years of hype? M.14
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YUSU 
shop to 
close

Graduates at last weekend’s six graduation ceremonies included an honourary degree for BBC Correspondent Orla Guerin (not pictured)

Continued on P. 5

• 2 417 676 kWh of energy used at the University is generated from renewable solar and biomass sources

• Carbon management plan hopes to upgrade facilities and reduce carbon emissions by 43 per cent by 2020 

New referendum support P.16
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