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Students vote ‘No’ in mock indepedence referendum
A mock referendum last week at the University of Glasgow provided the nationalists with a
disappointing result as students rejected the idea of independence

By Neil Johnston, News Editor (2012/13)
Tuesday 5 March 2013
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A mock referendum last week at the University of Glasgow provided the nationalists with a disappointing
result as students rejected the idea of independence.

The SNP have pinned their hopes of gaining independence on the younger generations, and have even
given sixteen and seventeen year olds the right to vote in the poll.

Students at Glasgow answered the same question that is to be used in the landmark poll itself, which was
recently altered after suggestions from the Electoral Commission.

When put with the question, “Should Scotland be an independent country”, only 38 per cent (967) voted
in favour while 62 per cent (1614) gave a ‘No’ vote. Although just 2,589 out of 23,000 students at the
university took part it is still being seen as one of the first large-scale measures of public opinion.

Eight student societies including all political parties had invited undergraduate and postgraduate students
to vote, making it representative of most political opinions.

The university itself makes the result of the mock referendum even more significant. Donald Dewar, the
Scottish Parliament’s inaugural First Minister, is amongst several politicians that studied at Glasgow. 

Others include Charles Kennedy, former Liberal Democrat leader, John Smith, Liam Fox and John
MacCormick, one of the founding members of the SNP and a former rector at the University.

Charles Kennedy, who is currently rector at the University commented: “What I think is interesting about
this result is the extent to which it would seem to reflect the broad swathe of the national opinion polls
over the course.”

He added: “The real lesson is the extent to which students wanted to hear more of the detail and the
arguments involved.”
Blair Jenkins, Scotland chief executive also commented on the result: “We have to remember that some
2,500 out of 20,000 students actually cast votes and this undoubtedly reflects the fact that a large
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section of the student and general population has yet to make up their minds.”

Jenkins added: “We have made considerable progress in recent polls and we will continue to work
tirelessly to convince people that we have nothing to fear and everything to gain from being a normal,
independent country.”

One comment
zenon

The SMP will not be disappointed by this vote because their target demographics are those youths who
will not be attending further education, ironically the same group that will suffer the most when the
Scottish welfare budgets and pension provisions can no longer be supported. “Not far from pride is the
fall.”

Discussed

1. What is the difference between tax evasion and tax avoidance?

2. Review: Little Mix – LM5

3. Penalty for submitting work up to an hour late halved

4. UK government in contempt of Parliament ahead of key Brexit vote

5. How to depose a Conservative leader

6. Led Astray – The Case Against Greta Van Fleet

Write for Nouse Politics
Get in touch with the editors

Join the Facebook group

More in Politics
UK government in contempt of Parliament ahead of key Brexit vote

How to depose a Conservative leader

Aufwiedersehen: Merkel plans her departure

US turnout surges in Midterms

Trans-Atlantic spats overshadow Centenary

Up to a million Muslims imprisoned by China

  

Most Read

Nouse Web Archives Students vote ‘No’ in mock indepedence referendum Page 2 of 3

http://nouse.co.uk/2013/03/05/students-vote-no-in-mock-indepedence-
referendum

Archived 11 Dec 2018
05:05:44



Policies |


About Nouse
Who’s Nouse

Website Credits
Contact Us
Advertising

Archives
Student Discounts

Print Editions
Mini-Sites

Nouse on Twitter
Nouse on Facebook
Nouse on Google+

© 1964–2018 Nouse

Nouse Web Archives Students vote ‘No’ in mock indepedence referendum Page 3 of 3

http://nouse.co.uk/2013/03/05/students-vote-no-in-mock-indepedence-
referendum

Archived 11 Dec 2018
05:05:44


	Students vote ‘No’ in mock indepedence referendum
	One comment
	Write for Nouse Politics
	More in Politics



