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Cantor and York academics receive honours
By Neil Johnston, News Editor (2012/13)
Saturday 29 December 2012

Cantor has been V-C since 2002

Brian Cantor, the University’s Vice-Chancellor has been made a CBE for services to education.

He is one of three University of York academics to be given an award in the New Year Honours List.

Prof Susan Mendus, Morrell Professor Emerita of Political Philosophy has also been made a CBE for
services to political science and an MBE has been awarded to Prof Sarah Thompson, The head of the
Department of Physics, for services to Higher Education.

Cantor has been Vice-Chancellor since 2002 and it was revealed by Nouse earlier in the year that he
would stand down by the end of 2013.

While he has been behind the expansion to Heslington East and York have gained awards under his
tenure, including University in the year in 2010, he has faced plenty of criticism.

Many within the student body have felt he has guided York down the league tables and out of the top ten.
He has also been criticised for his expenses claims and lack of visibility and contact with students.

The announcement comes ahead of an important year for the University which will celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 2013.

A university spokesperson said of the announcement: “Prof Cantor has led the university through its most
dynamic period of growth, which has included the major campus expansion at Heslington East, and York’s
recognition on the world stage, including being ranked being in the Top 10 of young universities
worldwide.”

Prof Cantor commented: “I am enormously proud to receive this honour as we enter our 50th year. I do so
on behalf the staff, students and friends and supporters of the university who have helped to make York
such a success story in higher education.”

YUSU President Kallum Taylor commented on the Vice-Chancellor’s CBE: “Despite being a young
institution, just coming into our 50th year, we’ve grown terrifically under Brian Cantor’s Vice
Chancellorship, and we continue to punch above our weight. To see this work go noticed is very positive
for our institution.”
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He also praised the two other York academics who received honours: “As well as celebrating Brian’s
success, much credit should go to Professors Susan Mendus CBE and Sarah Madeleine Thompson MBE for
the recognition they’ve received. A University’s success depends upon the hard work and passion of all of
its members, not just one person, so it’s fitting that Brian took his CBE on behalf of our key stakeholders
here; the students notably, the staff, and York’s friends. Hopefully we’ll have many more in time to
come!”

7 comments
Tom Witherow

Baroness Afshar OBE, Professor of Politics and Women’s Studies at York is an independent member for the
Education Honours committee. Coincidence?

Professional Cynic

Knowing Cantor would have made it LESS likely he would be given an honour, not more…

Stephanie Bartlett

I’d rather he didn’t accept it on my behalf. I daresay I’m not the only one who feels so.

SS

Just because none of you have never achieved anything in life, stop hating on a man who has achieved
something.

I feel ashamed people like you are part of this university.

SS

@Stephanie Bartlett

I hope he does not accept it on your behalf as you have done nothing to deserve it!

JiggaMan

SS/Brian Cantor in disguise,

What have you done to deserve the award, beyond siphoning off money for personal luxuries, or
supporting trebling university fees?
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Student In The Know

I do not think that he should receive the award. I am willing to petition against his acceptance of this
award. He is not CBE material. He is a gnome of a man. I have yet to meet any student who has met with
him or had a conversation with him. I stand by my original proposal: £1million will be awarded to the first
100 students who have met and had a conversation with Brian Cantor. He must have initiated the
conversation with the student for the student to be eligible for the award.

Brian Cantor does not deserve this award. I am sure that those who didn’t know Jimmy Saville deemed
him worthy of an award too. I am not insinuating any similarities of conduct, I am merely suggesting that
Brian Cantor may be deemed CBE worthy by outsiders who have not studied under his ‘leadership’.
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